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Editorial

By Ben Brake, 

Manhattan Free Press

Currently, there is an attempt to

have the Manhattan High School

(MHS) change the mascot to anything

but the “Indians” by a small group in

Manhattan. Several individuals from

the Multicultural Engineering

Program at Kansas State University

are active in this cause claiming the

MHS mascot is harmful, demeaning,

and cruel to the Native American her-

itage. 

One of the Native American mas-

cots (above) is harmful, hateful,

Priceless

Take One
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Too Many Chiefs and Not Enough Indians!

is appropriate to Native Americans.

Now the kicker is, if the image on the

right was the MHS mascot it would be

inappropriate and hateful and if the

image on the left was the Haskell mas-

cot it would be appropriate and

acceptable. 

The only reason that the image on

the left is not appropriate is because it

does not have enough Native

Americans to be classified as a Native

American school. Absolutely nothing

but the racial makeup of the school

decides whether an image is appropri-

ate or racist.  

The fact that the image was

designed by a Native American to

honor a former coach that was a

Native American at the school has no

bearing on how some people choose to

see the mascot. 

There are Native Americans who

went to MHS and were not offended

or harmed by the mascot. They have

signed the online petition to keep the

mascot as it is.  

If you told a school that they could

not display an image or call a mascot

by a certain name because they did not

have enough white Americans

enrolled in their school, you would be

labeled a racist. 

Everything boils down to two

things. 1. You can’t understand if you

are not Native American. 2. If you are

not Native American then you can’t

honor the Native Americans without

being harmful.

It’s difficult to understand how the

exact same image or a similar image

can be harmful in one school, but

respected in another depending on the

racial population. 

Thank you for understanding.

demeaning, cruel, and racist; however,

the other mascot is an honorable dis-

play of heritage, and acceptable to

Native Americans. The mascot on the

left is the MHS mascot and is consid-

ered harmful to Native Americans.

The logo on the right is the Haskell

Indian Nations University mascot that

The Manhattan School District’s Indian Mascot... Named in honor
of a Native Indian football coach. It is “harmful, hateful, demean-
ing, cruel, and racist.”

Haskell Indian Nations University Mascot... According to some..
It is not “harmful, hateful, demeaning, cruel, and racist.”

By Bryan Lowry

Wichita Eagle

The University of Kansas borrowed

$330 million to build facilities without

the approval of the Kansas

Legislature. 

KU used a Wisconsin agency to

issue $326.9 million in bonds last

month, setting up a private corporation

h d b i ld

Kansas lawmakers scrutinize KU’s bond issue 
issue by the finance authority would

have required legislative approval;

going out of state to borrow money did

not.

Structuring the bonds this way “pro-

tects the state from liability for that

debt,” said Tim Caboni, KU’s vice

chancellor for public affairs.

The corporation will have to pay

back the bonds over 30 years at a 3 76

Katharine (Katie) Jackson has been

named City Attorney for the City of

Manhattan. City Manager Ron R. Fehr

announced the appointment today.

Jackson will be responsible for pro-

viding legal expertise in a broad vari-

ety of municipal matters, including

contracts and franchises, land use, real

estate, employment law, ordinances

and code provisions, intergovernmen-

tal agreements, as well as directing

prosecution, litigation and external

counsel. The City Attorney represents

the municipality, providing legal

advice and counsel to City staff and

the City Commission.

“I am extremely pleased to promote

Katie to her former position as City

Attorney,” Fehr said. “She has per-

formed commendably during her

tenure as Interim City Attorney and in

her prior positions with the City. She

Jackson Named City Attorney

will continue to provide a wealth of

municipal law expertise to the City’s

management team, to the City

Commission, as well as provide effec-

tive leadership to meet the current and

future demands of our legal depart-

ment.”

Jackson started with the City in

June 2003 as Assistant City Attorney

and was promoted in December 2011

to Deputy City Attorney. She was then

promoted to the position of City

Attorney in May 2012. She resigned

her position in December 2012 and

accepted an advisor/faculty position at

Kansas State University. She rejoined

the City in January 2014 as Assistant

City Attorney and has served as

Interim City Attorney since August

2015. Jackson earned her bachelor’s

degree in public relations from Kansas

State University and her law degree

from the University of Colorado. 

“It has been a considerable privi-

lege to work for and with the City

Commission and City staff, and I

appreciate the opportunity to serve as

City Attorney,” Jackson said.

Katharine (Katie) Jackson 

Some Blue Cross and Blue

Shield of Kansas members who

have purchased health plans

through the federal Health

Insurance Marketplace or Medicare

may have fallen victim to a

national identity theft scam. As part

of the scam, the thieves call    indi-

viduals and pose as someone from

either the Marketplace, Medicare or

a health insurer to collect banking

or credit card information for    pre-

mium payments.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of

Kansas will never call a member to

ask for his or her bank account or

credit card information. We only

collect this information when a

member calls us directly to make a

payment, and we first verify that

person's identity.  Likewise, the fed-

eral Marketplace and Medicare do

not make calls to collect premium

payments.

If you are called by someone

requesting your bank account or

credit card information, do NOT

give them any banking or credit

card information or your Social

Security number â€“ not even a

couple of numbers. Simply hang

up, and then report your experience

at 1-877-FTC-HELP.

If you believe that you have

given your personal financial record

to a scammer, please contact your

local police department to file a

report, check with your financial

institution for any unauthorized

activity, and check in with a credit

bureau to monitor your credit for

any suspicious activity.

Health Care Scam
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Editorial
By Jon A. Brake

When you see that a govern-

ment agency is planning on

doing something, you should

always ask why.

The Riley County Commis-

sion announced Monday that

they are going to sell four build-

ings.

For Sale are: Emergency

Medical Services building,

2011 Claflin Road; the Pawnee

Mental Health Building, 2001

Claflin Road; and the Ge-

nealogical Society building,

2005 Claflin Road and then of

course there is the old Bell Tele-

phone Building that the County

calls the Plaza East on 4th St.

Now, the 1st question that

you must ask is why are they

selling the building? Quick an-

swer: Cash, they need cash.

Why do they need cash? Quick

answer: To build a new County

Courthouse.

No, we don’t think the Quick

answer is the right answer. 

Ok, lets eliminate the Bell

Telephone building right here

and now. We know that they

want to sell the building to get

rid of a big problem. The Mer-

cury reported the other night

that it was said that it would

take several hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars for the County

to put in building in good con-

dition.

And, selling the building was

in the New Courthouse plans

from ten years ago and was up-

dated three years ago.

Ok, the Bell Building is for

sale.

What about the other three

buildings?

Good locations! 

But the Notice of Intent to

Sell Real Property put out by

the Commission limits the Sale.

You would think that is the

County wanted to sell the prop-

erties they would sell each

property or sell them all.

But here are the restrictions

on the future Buyers:

1. Riley County Ge-
nealogical Society building
is on the Kansas Historical
List, a new owner can’t do
anything with the property
without going to the City
and State Historical for
approval. That limits buy-
ers.

2. The Commissioners
have this to say about the
Pawnee Mental Health
building: “Bids shall include
a proposed long-term lease

agreement for Pawnee Mental
Health on terms similar to its
current lease with Riley
County.”

That’s interesting, a lease

goes with any sale, if the

County has a lease, the new

owners must abide by the

lease. Meaning they don’t

need a new lease.

3. Listen what the Com-
mission has to say here:
“If all bids are rejected, no
bids are received, or if clos-
ing is not completed as de-
scribed herein, Riley
County may negotiate sale
of all (or part of) the parcel
with any business entity or
person (including but not
limited to those whose bids
were rejected), with or with-
out advertising for bids, on
such terms as the Board di-
rects, in the Board’s sole
discretion.”

The Commission has set it
up to where they can sell
the property to anyone
that They choose, not to
the highest bidder, and
they can do it without giv-
ing notice to the public.
Cronyism?

The Free Press feels that this

is important and we are printing

the complete Notice to Sell

Real Property. Read it, please.

Here is a Memo and Notice

to Sell from Monday’s Work

Session:

COMMISSION AGENDA

REPORT

FROM: Jill Conard, Of-

fice Manager MEETING:

August 1, 2016

SUBJECT: Notice of In-

tent to Sell Real Property -

Work Session 

PRESENTER: Clancy

Holeman, Riley County

Counselor

BACKGROUND

Attached for your review and

approval is a “Notice of Intent

to Sell Real Property.” This of-

fers for public sale a county-

owned parcel consisting of: the

Emergency Medical Services

building, 2011 Claflin Road;

the Pawnee Mental Health

Building, 2001 Claflin Road;

and the Genealogical Society

building, 2005 Claflin Road; all

3 buildings located in Manhat-

Riley County Genealogical Society building is on the Kansas Historical List and
you can not do anything with it, without the approval of the Historical Assn.

Now the EMS building can be a good buy, if you need the parking space or the land
that it sits on.

Looking For Buyers
Riley County Commissioners

Or Do They Already Have Someone In Mind?

Yes, the Commissioners will sell the Pawnee Mentl Health building but you must give
the organization another lease just like the lease they have with the County. But Com-
missioners, a lease goes with the sale, you don’t need a new lease.

See County page 2

The Year That WasThe Year That Was

Several individuals from the Multicultural Engineering Program at Kansas State University were  active

this year (Feb. 4th issue) in this cause claiming the MHS mascot is harmful, demeaning, and cruel to the

Native American heritage. The Liberal School Board named a “Committee” to help change the mascot

next year. This issue has been before the School Board several times and was rejected. Not next year!

You can see all of the back issues of the Manhattan Free Press at manhattanfreepress.com 

Out of nowhere the Riley County Commissioners came up with the idea that they would take bids on three

of their buildings this year. On August 4th the Free Press asked if the Commissioners “Already had some-

one in mind”? It turned out Kansas State University wanted the land for a parking garage for a new Uni-

versity Dorm. Both are still working on making a deal.
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Scott Pruitt 

By Jason Pye
FreedomWorks

Following the publication of
an opinion piece in the Wash-
ington Examiner authored by
Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) on
the nomination of Oklahoma
Attorney General Scott Pruitt to
serve as administrator of the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), FreedomWorks
CEO Adam Brandon com-
mented:

“The EPA is the most notori-

ous example of government

overreach. It has promulgated

rules and regulations, like the

Clean Power Plan, that are

aimed at wiping out an entire

industry, hurting workers while

costing consumers and busi-

nesses tens of billions of dollars

annually. Even labor unions like

the International Brotherhood

of Electrical Workers and the

United Mine Workers of Amer-

ica have joined the 27-state

lawsuit against the EPA.”

“The EPA’s war on coal has

already cost West Virginia more

than 1,300 jobs, more than

1,000 in Pennsylvania, and

nearly 1,400 in Ohio. An analy-

sis released last year projected

that consumers in North Dakota

and West Virginia will see price

increases of 43 percent and 33

percent. Consumers in Missouri

and Montana will pay 24 per-

cent more, while those in Indi-

ana, Pennsylvania, and Ohio

will see increases of 20 percent,

17 percent, and 15 percent.”

“Businesses and consumers

already face a regulatory bur-

den of nearly $2 trillion. Sen.

Inhofe is right. The EPA is ‘a

rogue agency distracted from its

core functions.’ It now is the

worst offender in this unconsti-

tutional fourth branch of gov-

ernment that we know as the

regulatory state. The Senate

should act quickly to confirm

Attorney General Pruitt to lead

the EPA to begin the process of

reining it in while striking a bal-

ance between protecting the en-

vironment and businesses and

consumers.”

Sen. Inhofe serves as chair-

man of the Senate Committee

on Environment and Public

Works, which has jurisdiction

over the EPA and confirmation

of its administrator. Freedom-

Works will score the committee

and floor votes on General

Pruitt’s nomination when calcu-

lating our Scorecard for 2017.

As of Wednesday, Freedom-

Works has driven more than

5,500 contacts to senators and

is organizing in-state office vis-

its in support of Attorney Gen-

eral Pruitt’s nomination. Earlier

this week, FreedomWorks ac-

tivists visited the offices of

Sens. Richard Burr (R-N.C.)

and Thom Tillis (R-N.C.). Vis-

its are planned for the offices of

Sens. Sherrod Brown (D-

Ohio), Lindsey Graham (R-

S.C.), Bill Nelson (D-Fla.),

Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Johnny

Isakson (R-Ga.), Orrin Hatch

(R-Utah.), Tim Kaine (D-Va.),

and Mark Warner (D-Va.).

FreedomWorks aims to edu-

cate, build, and mobilize the

largest network of activists ad-

vocating the principles of

smaller government, lower

taxes, free markets, personal

liberty and the rule of law. For

more information, please visit

www.FreedomWorks.org or

contact Jason Pye at

JPye@FreedomWorks.org.

Senate Should Act Quickly to Con-
firm Scott Pruitt to Lead the EPA

WICHITA FALLS, Texas
(AP) _ As a subspecialist in
infectious diseases, Dr.
Robert McBroom Jr. has
wrangled and wrestled and
communed via microscope
with tiny living things.

But, absorbed by his study
of little living things, one big
thing got past him.

The Wichita Falls Times
Record News
(http://bit.ly/2hsqkAd ) re-
ports he was at Kell West Re-
gional Hospital when one of
the nurses congratulated him
on getting his bachelor's de-
gree.

``What are you talking
about?'' he said. ``I didn't
know anything about it. .
How did you know about it?''

As it turns out, Midwest-
ern State University's board
of regents in August ap-
proved a petition for a bach-
elor's degree in science
submitted on McBroom's be-
half. He received that degree
Dec. 17 at Kay Yeager Coli-
seum during MSU's winter
commencement ceremony.

It's an honor being be-
stowed upon McBroom more
than four decades after he
might have walked the stage
with his fellow MSU Indi-
ans, now called MSU Mus-
tangs after a mascot change
several years ago.

``Bridgette must have had
something to with this,''
McBroom said of his wife
getting the petition process
started. ``... I never would
have.''

Applying for the degree
now just seemed like
serendipity.

It was in 2015 when McB-
room saw MSU president fi-
nalist Suzanne Shipley's
photograph on the television
screen, along with an invita-
tion to the community to at-
tend a forum to meet her.

``She looked familiar,'' he
said and wondered if she was
the same Suzanne Shipley he
knew back in Lubbock, when
his dad, a professor of world
literature at MSU, was there
working on his doctorate.

``Her brother was my best
friend in high school,'' he
said.

That's when McBroom de-
cided to attend the forum and
stood up and asked Shipley,
who is now the MSU presi-
dent, ``Do you have a brother
named Wesley?''

``Oh no! You're Bob McB-
room! This was my first
boyfriend . What are you
doing now?'' she said with a
laugh.

It was back in his days at
MSU, when the soft-spoken,
unassuming doctor was
barely 20, that his academic
counselors suggested he not
finish his bachelor's degree
in science.

``I had done well for two
years. My faculty adviser
suggested I try and apply (to
medical school); I had an-
other year to go. . I never
completed my degree at Mid-
western and just went on to
medical school.''

Four years later, without a

bachelor's degree in hand,
McBroom graduated with
his medical degree from the
University of Texas Medical
Branch in Galveston.

Not having a bachelor's
degree never seemed to stop
McBroom, who went on to
specialize in internal medi-
cine, though it's his subspe-
cialty of infectious diseases
that has been of particular
interest in the media.

``Even at MSU, I was al-
ways fascinated by microbi-
ology,'' McBroom said. ``I
thought about doing a fel-
lowship in infectious dis-
eases.''

It was when the human
immunodeficiency virus cri-
sis was building in the
1980s, and when the first
cases were emerging in Wi-
chita Falls, that McBroom
really started to follow that
path to infectious disease
specialist.

``No one here wanted to
do it,'' he said of delving
more into HIV. ``I devoured
everything I could find in the
literature. Little by little, I
trained myself.''

He ended up writing a
monograph _ a small, dedi-
cated textbook _ on HIV,
which was reviewed by
Texas Tech.

``They were willing to
sponsor a conference here. .
It was one of the first confer-
ences of this kind,'' he said.

A week later and the Uni-
versity of Texas Southwest-
ern Medical Center
contacted him and offered
him a fellowship in its re-
search department.

In his 35 years in infec-
tious medicine, he has seen a
little of everything, from the
loa loa nematode worm,
which causes skin and eye
diseases, to malaria cases
and dengue, a mosquito-
borne tropical disease.

He sees many of those
cases of infectious diseases
in Sheppard Air Force Base
personnel who have traveled
overseas to endemic regions.

McBroom has worked for
many years with the Wichita
Falls-Wichita County Public
Health District, including on
grant-funded HIV studies.

In all those years as a
physician, McBroom said
other people have suggested
he apply to finally receive
his bachelor's degree _
something he didn't think
much about.

But not having a bache-
lor's degree all these years,
he said, has been hard to ex-
plain to people.

He won't have to explain
much anymore.

``I was a little bit shy and
didn't want to walk the stage
_ the oldest guy around a lot
of young graduates,'' said
McBroom.

But with so many years in
medicine, it seems time he
did just that _ walk the stage,
receive that degree and con-
tinue to make strides study-
ing little living things in the
big picture of his life. 

Longtime Wichita
Falls doctor awarded
bachelor's degree

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., has

cited the $12.4 billion spent for

26 littoral combat ships as the

worst example of wasteful Pen-

tagon spending.

The ship's name also has

been a target for conservatives

who see it as promoting stricter

gun laws, a cause Giffords has

promoted. Some critics lam-

pooned the ship as being gun-

free, a bit of parody and fake

news that was debunked on

snopes.com.

MOBILE, Ala. (AP) -- A

naval program that has become

a target for critics is preparing

to commission the USS

Gabrielle Giffords, named for

the U.S. politician who sur-

vived an assassination attempt

in 2011.

The USS Gabrielle Giffords,

constructed by Austal USA in

Mobile, Alabama, has com-

pleted testing in the Gulf of

Mexico and is scheduled to be

commissioned in mid-2017.

The company handed over the

$475 million ship to the Navy

on Friday.

Giffords was shot in the head

during a mass shooting in Ari-

zona in 2011 and helped chris-

ten the ship in 2015. It's part of

a hotly debated program that

congressional critics slam as

flawed and too expensive but

that Navy leaders defend as a

critical new step in naval

warfighting.

The 421-foot-long Giffords

will be the ninth in a series of

high-speed vessels designed to

navigate in shallow coastal re-

gions known as littoral waters.

The Gabby: Navy to commission
USS Gabrielle Giffords



DHS shuts down aerial 
surveillance on border
Watchdog

The U.S. Department of

Homeland Security quietly shut

down Operation Phalanx, an

aerial surveillance program that

intercepts drugs and illegal

crossings along the Mexican

border.

Rep. Henry Cuellar, D-

Laredo, vows to challenge

DHS’s move, saying Congress

provided “full funding” for

2017.

Cuellar, a member of the

House Appropriations Commit-

tee and the Homeland Security

Subcommittee, is drafting a let-

ter to DHS Secretary Jeh John-

son protesting the shutdown.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and

Cuellar challenged Johnson last

February when DHS reduced

Phalanx’s flight operations.

This time, Cuellar is seeking

reinforcements from Sen. John

Cornyn, R-Texas, and Reps.

Mike McCaul, R-San Antonio,

and John Carter, R-Round

Rock.

Cornyn sits on the Senate Ju-

diciary Subcommittees on Im-

migration, Refugees and Border

Security and the Terrorism,

Technology and Homeland Se-

curity panel. McCaul chairs the

Homeland Security Committee

in the House and Carter chairs

the Homeland Security Appro-

priations Subcommittee.

Abbott’s office declined to

comment; Cornyn and Carter

did not respond to requests for

comment.

McCaul, who referred ques-

tions to the Homeland Security

Committee, previously called

on DHS to “develop a strategy

to gain operational control” of

the border.

“Over the last several years,

Congress has provided billions

of dollars to secure the borders,

but without an end goal in

mind,” McCaul said in a state-

ment.

McCaul has authored legisla-

tion “to require the [DHS] sec-

retary to gain situational aware-

ness through the use of sophis-

ticated technologies and other

means, giving our border agents

the ability to predict changes in

illegal activity. “

DHS, which did not respond

to Watchdog’s request for com-

ment by deadline, asserts that il-

legal crossings have declined

along the Texas-Mexico border.

But U.S. Border Patrol re-

ports show that apprehensions

in the Rio Grande Valley rose

27 percent in fiscal 2016 versus

fiscal 2015.

In the smaller Laredo sector,

Operation Phalanx accounted

for 10,559 apprehensions and

4,007 “turnbacks” from March

2012 to December 2015. Pha-

lanx was credited with seizing

12,851 pounds of narcotics dur-

ing the period.

President Barack Obama es-

tablished Operation Phalanx in

July 2010 via executive order.

The Army National Guard was

authorized to provide up to

1,200 soldiers and airmen along

the 1,933-mile southwest bor-

der to support U.S. Customs

and Border Protection, a DHS

agency.

Using advanced UH-72 heli-

copters, Phalanx flight crews

generally consist of three Na-

tional Guardsmen — two pilots

and a sensor operator — and

one Border Patrol agent.

Southwest border states of

Texas, California, Arizona and

New Mexico provided the bulk

of Phalanx personnel from their

local Guard units.

In addition to Texas National

Guard manpower and resources

dedicated to Operation Phalanx,

the Lone Star State has commit-

ted nearly $1.7 billion in tax-

payer funds to border

enforcement since 2005.

President-elect Donald

Trump has vowed to appoint

more robust leadership at DHS,

so Operation Phalanx could be

back in business by January.

The Texas Tribune has been
trying to convince its readers
that the blame for their sky-high
property taxes belongs to the
Legislature and not the school
districts that are actually setting
those tax rates.

Tribune Executive Editor
Ross Ramsey insists that school
districts are collecting higher
taxes in order to offset less
funding from the state.

His contention is dead
wrong. On a per-student basis,
state funding has dropped $339
over the last decade, according
to Ramsey’s own numbers, but
the local increase has been
$990, three times the amount of
that reduction.

The large majority of the in-
crease has nothing to do with
offsets. That should be the end
of his argument right there.

Now, Texas school districts
do get 41.4 percent of their
funds from the state, while the
national average is 46.4 per-
cent, according to the statistics
from the National Education
Association. But that doesn’t
mean the state is underfunding
its schools.

For one thing, that gap would
be a couple points closer if
money redistributed through the

“Robin Hood” system were
properly accounted as a state
tax.

Ramsey brings state Rep.
Jimmie Don Aycock — the
House Public Education Com-
mittee chairman and a classic
open-wallet Republican — into
the argument, to mutter darkly
that lawmakers will suffer the
consequences if they don’t ap-
prove even more spending to
relieve the oh-so desperate
school districts. The chickens,
he writes, “will eventually
come home to roost, especially
if those school officials tell their
voters about the problem” of
stingy lawmakers.

For years the media have
been telling Texans they’re
stingy with school funding. For
some reason, Texans believe
them, despite the evidence in
front of their eyes in the form of
shiny palatial campuses, stadi-
ums and gyms across the state.

Those excellent facilities are
actually what sets Texas apart,
and what causes much of the
misunderstanding.

Texas is right in the middle
of the pack in per capita K-12
education funding — 26th out
of 50 states (we’ll exclude
Washington DC), according to

NEA stats. On a per-student
basis, it’s a little lower, as the
state’s population skews young.

But Texas is just 5 percent
lower than the national average
in per capita school funding,
and if you adjust for cost of liv-
ing, it’s actually a bit above av-
erage.

What sets Texas apart isn’t
the total amount of resources
dedicated to schools, or which
level of government levies the
taxes — it’s where that money
gets spent.

Texas spends way more than
average on school facilities,
while spending way less than
average on what takes place in
the classroom.

The statistics that one often
sees in newspaper reports on
the supposed stinginess of our
system — these numbers that
put Texas 39th or 44th or some-
thing in some manner of school
spending — are generally cal-
culated from “current expendi-
tures,” a category that excludes
infrastructure and debt. And
that’s where Texas spends big.

Texas ranked 10th in capital
outlays in 2012-13, the most re-
cent year for which the NEA
has data. When you combine
the high infrastructure spending

with the low classroom spend-
ing, you end up back in the mid-
dle.

However, Texas isn’t fully
paying for all of that infrastruc-
ture yet. Around the state, dis-
tricts have run up obscene
debts, thanks to the peculiar in-
centives of the state’s school fi-
nancing system.

Take the two basic tax caps
that every homeowner is famil-
iar with — the $1 per $100 of
valuation to support school op-
erations, and the $0.50 per $100
to pay off school bonds. Virtu-
ally all of the school districts
across the state reached their
operations cap long ago, mean-
ing the only real discretion they
have, the only money they get
to play with, is in school bonds.

Add in the fact that those
bonds are relatively cheap,
thanks to a state guarantee that
dates to 1983, and you get a
debt explosion.

From 2006 to the present,
total school bond debt in Texas
has gone from $40 billion to
$74.9 billion outstanding. That
debt will require $119.3 billion
to repay.

By comparison, Texas spends
$61 billion on K-12 education a
year.

Tribune spreads myth of underfunded Texas schools
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The only other state that even
comes close to Texas’ debt-
heavy approach is South Car-
olina; the two states have
double the national average in
per student debt, and are 29 per-
cent higher than the runner-up,
according to Census data.

Ramsey bases his entire ar-
gument on the percentage of
total school funding supplied by
the state and the districts them-
selves. He notes that state sup-
port has actually increased over
the last decade, but not as fast
as student population, which is
correct.

“In 2008, the state took re-
sponsibility for 44.9 percent of
the total cost, or about as much
as the local districts spent,” he
writes. “Now, the locals are
paying 51.5 percent to the
state’s 38.4 percent.”

The relative percentages are
nearly meaningless. We could
point out that when you com-
bine all state and local govern-
ment spending, Texas spends
the fourth highest percentage of
its budget on education, out of
all the states.

That doesn’t mean Texas
spends a lot on education; it ac-
tually means Texas spends less
on other things. A ratio just tells
you one thing’s size compared
to another; it doesn’t tell you
anything about its actual size.

This number does: 15 years
ago, Texas schools spent $26.2
billion from all sources — state,
local, and federal — while in
2017, Texas schools will spend
$26.2 billion just from property
taxes.

The tremendous growth in
local property tax collection has
been driven by a booming real
estate market — new construc-
tion and property value appre-

ciation have been strong for a
decade. Ramsey puts the
growth in property value tax-
able by schools at 67.2 percent
from 2005 to 2014, from $1.22
trillion to $2.03 trillion

This allows schools to levy
higher taxes every year without
increasing tax rates. But the
burden felt by taxpayers grows
all the same. That’s what’s got
people complaining, not ab-
stract ratios.

Somehow, the voters by and
large haven’t realized the con-
tradiction in complaining about
property taxes while approving
school bonds.

When you vote for spending,
you vote for the taxes to pay for
that spending, either now or
later. Politicians may promise
reform, but nothing changes the
math.

The booming housing market
also makes it easy for school
districts to sell their bonds to
voters with a catch-all justifica-
tion of “growth.” The voters
rarely catch on to the dispropor-
tion between 200 new students,
say, and $200 million in debt.

In 2016, voters around the
state approved 86 of the 114
school bond measures put be-
fore them, according to the
Bond Review Board. The ones
that were rejected tended to be
smaller issues, perhaps because
the numbers are more relatable
in small towns.

Whatever the reason, out of
$7.5 billion in new school debt
put before them this year, Texas
voters approved $6.9 billion.

That’s $11 billion or so in
new property taxes due, no mat-
ter how much you shout at the
county assessor.

Sounds Like The Liberal Media In Kansas
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EditorialEditorial
U.S. aids illegal immigrants,
coming and going
Watchdog

The Obama administration is

using a taxpayer-funded pro-

gram to award business grants

to Salvadoran migrants de-

ported from the United States.

Run by the nonprofit Insti-

tuto Salvadorno Del Migrante

and funded through a $50,000

grant from the taxpayer-backed

Inter-American Foundation, the

program “facilitates [depor-

tees’] reintegration into their

communities and supports their

enterprises by offering financial

education, technical advice and

assistance with business plans.”

“So, if you break the rules

and get deported, we’ll help you

start a business back in your

home country. How absurd,”

said Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky.

The program was included in

a report on government waste

by the Senate Homeland Secu-

rity and Governmental Affairs

Subcommittee on Federal

Spending Oversight and Emer-

gency Management, chaired by

Paul.

The Inter-American Founda-

tion sought to clarify that the

Salvadoran grants are not “in-

tended” for criminal deportees,

but the subcommittee had no

confirmation that criminal de-

portees are prohibited from re-

ceiving funds. No specific

award criteria were provided.

“What we do know is that

about 30 percent of the return-

ing deportees were deported

due to violent or other crimes

beyond undocumented pres-

ence,” Paul stated.

Program supporters argue

that negative impressions about

deportees hamper their chances

to get loans in El Salvador.

That’s unfair, they said, given

that most criminal deportees’

crimes involve “assault, drunk

driving and drug possession.”

To which Paul responded:

“So while banks justifiably hes-

itate to take on such a risk, it is

apparently perfectly reasonable

to pass that risk on to the Amer-

ican taxpayer.”

Jessica Vaughn, policy ana-

lyst at the nonpartisan Center

for Immigration Studies, said

that while many things could go

wrong, “It’s in our interest to

ensure that people who are de-

ported don’t turn around and

come back again.”

“In concept, it may not be

that bad of an idea,” she told

Watchdog in an interview.

While asserting that border

deterrence is “the only thing

that will work in the long run,”

Vaughn added, “People have to

have a reason to stay in their

country.”

But she shared Paul’s con-

cerns about rewarding criminal

immigrants, noting that the bulk

of deportees in the Obama era

were convicted of crimes in the

U.S.

If and when border security

is tightened, Vaughn said, “I can

see a program like this when we

get back to deporting people

who are caught working and not

necessarily criminals.”
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County NewsCounty News

Riley County Commission

Meeting December 15, 2016

8:30 AM Call to Order

Public Comment

1. Public Comments

Volanti discussed the depart-

ment head evaluation process.

2. Commission Comments

Business Meeting

3. Sign a Tax Roll Correc-

tion for Scott Pint and the

Wingate-Crumpton Post #207

American Legion, Inc

Move to approve the Tax

Roll Correction for Scott Pint

and the Wingate-Crumpton Post

#207 American Legion, Inc.

(251-12-0-10-14-009.00-0) for

tax year 2016. This results in a

increase in tax dollars of

$605.14.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

4. Sign a Tax Roll Correc-

tion for Justin and Jen

Schlegel

Move to approve the Tax

Roll Correction for Justin and

Jen Schlegel (203-06-2-80-06-

051.00-0) for tax year 2016.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $1,143.18.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

5. Contract for FCRC

Drainage Project with J&K

Contracting LC

Move to approve the contract

with J & K Contracting LC,

Junction City, KS, in the

amount of $38,305.00 for the

Family & Child Resource Cen-

ter Drainage Project.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

6. 2017 Riley County and

Pawnee Mental Health Serv-

ices Contract

Move to approve the 2017

Riley County and Pawnee Men-

tal Health Services contract.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

7. 2017 League of KS Mu-

nicipalities Subscription Dues

Move to approve the renewal

of the 2017 League of Kansas

Municipalities subscription

dues to be paid out of the Gen-

eral-General fund.

RESULT: DEFEATED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

8. University Park Sanitary

Sewer Improvements Pay Esti-

mate

Move to approve Utility So-

lutions, LLC Application for

Payment No. 9 in the amount of

$419,907.37.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Review Minutes

9. Board of Riley County

Commissioners - Regular

Meeting - Dec 12, 2016 8:30

AM

Move to approve the min-

utes.

RESULT: ACCEPTED AS

AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

10. Tentative Agenda

11. Discuss Press Confer-

ence

9:00 AM Monty Wedel,

Planning/Special Projects Di-

rector

12. Consider Letter to Re-

move Covenants from a Prop-

erty, Subject to Conditions

Wedel presented the letter to

consider to remove covenants

from a property, subject to con-

ditions.

Horton stated he is comfort-

able with the letter.

Move to sign a letter to Neil

Horton, Skyway Crossings

LLC stating Riley County will

remove the covenants upon re-

moval of the salvaging opera-

tion.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

9:15 AM Tami Robison,

Budget and Finance Officer

13. 2016 Budget Amend-

ment

Robison presented the 2016

Budget Amendment. Robison

stated the Riley County mill

levy will not be impacted by

the budget amendment.

Boyd stated he would like to

contact the outside agencies to

see if they would like to make

additional request for their

2017 budgets based on in-

creased sales tax collections.

Move to approve the 2016

budget amendment.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES:Boyd, Wells, Wilson

(Editor’s Note: Budget

Amendments are used at the

end of the year to add proj-

ects or the purchase items be-

cause the County has more

money at the end of the year

than they planned. The ac-

tion Increases the 2016

Budget but citizens can not

tell how much because be-

cause these minutes did not

show the increas. Why Not?)

9:30 AM Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/Director of Admin-

istrative Services

14. Administrative Work

Session

Holeman discussed the con-

tract negotiations with the Indi-

gent Defense Panel. Holeman

stated the most recent offer

from the Board has been re-

jected from the Panel based on

the case load. Holeman said the

Panel has recommended

adding a seventh attorney to

the Panel at the proposed rates

and a 3 year contract. Hole-

man stated adding a seventh

attorney would increase the

cost of the contract to

$167,129 over 3 years.

Holeman recommended the

Board deny the request. 

Boyd said he is inclined to

proceed on with the last offer

being our final offer.

Wilson stated he would be

inclined to stand by our final

offer.

Wells said he is comfortable

with Holeman’s recommenda-

tion.

The Board agreed by consen-

sus to stay with the final offer

made December 9, 2016 to the

Indigent Defense Panel.

10:00 AM Jennifer Wilson,

County Extension Director

15. Extension Staff Report

Wilson presented an Exten-

sion staff report.

Wilson stated the Volunteer

Income Tax Assistance Pro-

gram, VITA, will open Febru-

ary 1st at the Manhattan Public

Library.

10:15 AM Brad Schoen,

Riley County Police Depart-

ment Director

16. RCPD update

Schoen said the radio infra-

structure discussions are ongo-

ing. Schoen stated emergency

services radio communications

continue to be a problem.

Schoen discussed Law Board

appointments. Schoen stated

the Riley County Commission

will have the opportunity to ap-

point three people to the Law

Board this year as opposed to

two.

(Editor’s Note... The Law

Board was set up to have only

have one Riley County Com-

missioner and one Manhattan

City Commissioners but sev-

eral years ago the two bodies

took over the Law Board by

appointing themselves instead

of Citizens.)

Schoen stated time is short in

dealing with the RCPD firing

range. Shoen stated the current

firing range agreement expires

in the middle of 2019.

10:30 AM Pat Collins, Emer-

gency Management Director

17. Staff Update

P. Collins presented the De-

cember 2016 staff report.

10:45 AM Lyle Butler, Man-

hattan Area Chamber of Com-

merce

18. Economic development

update

Butler discussed the vision or

roadmap on where we want our

community to go in the future.

Butler presented a power

point from Market St Services

on developing a plan for our

communities vision.

Butler said the study will

begin in January and end in

November. Butler stated the

study will cost $155,000 plus

$16,000 in travel cost. Butler

stated the Advantage Man-

hattan Campaign goal is to

fund 100% of the cost. Butler

stated the Chamber is asking

the City of Manhattan, Riley

County and Pottawatomie

County to contribute $15,000

for the study. Butler said the

study is not limited to the City

of Manhattan, but to all of

Riley County. Butler stated

Kansas State University is

providing a financial com-

mittment through the Advan-

tage Manhattan Campaign.

Boyd applauded the Cham-

ber for doing this and supports

the effort.

11:00 AM Tom Finney, Riley

County Counsel on Aging Chair

19. Riley County Counsel

on Aging update

Finney stated the Council on

Aging needs additional funds

for food service for Meals on

Wheels Program through the

Riley County Senior Center by

January 1, 2017.

Boyd stated staff will sched-

ule a time prior to January 1,

2017 to allow outside agencies

to present additional appropria-

tion requests for 2017.

Wells stated the outside

agencies need to remember a lot

of the public supported a tax lid

and the agencies need to keep in

mind the tax lid imposed on

local governments beginning

for the 2018 budget year.

11:15 AM Cindy Volanti,

Human Resource Manager

/Deputy Clerk

20. Public Works Custo-

dian I Part Time to Full Time

Status

Volanti stated Hobson has re-

quested additional personnel

due to the custodial demands to

maintain multiple facilities.

Volanti said Leon Hobson is re-

questing to utilize budget

money from the seasonal labor

position(s) to fund the part time

custodial position to full time.

Using this funding source will

eliminate either one 9-month

seasonal, or two 6-month sea-

sonal positions, or one position

of each.  

Volanti said increasing the

current part time Custodian I to

full time will provide additional

hours for general cleaning oper-

ations which will enable the

Custodial Manager to expand

into the more task-driven proj-

ects that have been outlined

within the position.

Volanti said the recommen-

dation is to restructure the cur-

rent Custodial I part time

position to Custodial I full time

position as requested by Leon

Hobson, Public Works Director.

Volanti said the recommen-

dation is also given by Leon

Hobson, to utilize the funding

option of one 9-month seasonal

of 1560 hours and one 6-month

seasonal of 520 hours, which

results in a savings to the 2017

budget.  

Move to approve the restruc-

ture of the current Custodial I

part time position to Custodial I

full time position as requested

by Leon Hobson, Public Works

Director.  Funding will be pro-

vided within the Public Works

budget by the elimination of

one 9 month seasonal and one 6

month seasonal position begin-

ning with an effective date of

12/17/2016.

RESULT: DOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Rosewicz discussed the cur-

rent custodial staffing of the fa-

cilities.

Move to establish a working

group for the Emergency Com-

munications radio system.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

The Board stated the Com-

missioner for District #2 should

be on the committee. The Board

asked to include a member from

Emergency Management,

RCPD, IT and Ambulance

Services.

Boyd suggested a committee

be formed to evaluate the status

of the RCPD firing range with

Fort Riley.

Wilson said he will work on

setting up a meeting and tours

of the Fort Riley firing range.

11:30 AM Lunch

11:48 AMAdjournment

Riley County Minutes 
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month:

The minutes for years did not cost the county extra. They
were produced using Word. A new program now costs

$700 per month.

County Minutes Are Light On Detail

EMI
Extra Mile Imports
Automotive Service

1305 Roever Rd.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-320-7335
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It took the Kansas Attorney General four-years to find the

Riley and Geary County Commissioners had violated the

Kansas Open Meetings Act. (see upper left page)

The July 28th issue of the Free Press gave the Riley County

Commissioners Yearly Travel Expenses over 3-years. Tops

for one year was $10,123.26.
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Riley County - 
62% Voters Turn Out 

In Riley County 21,309

voters went to the polls, that is

62.83% of the registered vot-

ers.

For President

Donald J. Trump (R) re-

ceived 9,817 votes to Hillary

Clinton’s (D) 8,892.

For U.S. Senator

Sen. Jerry Moran (R) had

13,039 votes to Patrick Wies-

ner’s (D) 6,813.

For U.S. Representative

Roger Marshall (R) re-

ceived 11,209 to Alan LaPo-

lice (I) 6,351.

For Senator

Tom Hawk (D) 16,617

For St. Rep. 51st Dist.

Ron Highland (R) had 120

votes to Adrienne Olejnik (D)

79

For St. Rep 64th Dist.

Susie Swanson (R) 1,905

votes.

For St. Rep 66th Dist.

Sydney Carlin (D) 4,855

votes to Stanley Hoerman (R)

2,552.

For St. Rep 67th Dist.

Tom Phillips (R) 9,178

For 2nd Dist Co Com.

Marvin J. Rodriguez (R)

5,190 votes.

For 3rd Dist. Co. Com.

Ron Well (R) 4,371 votes to

Levi Smith (D) 3,658

Other County Winners:

Co. Clerk - Rich Vargo

Co. Treas - Shilo Heger

Reg Deeds - Debra

Regester

Co. Attorney - Barry Wilk-

erson

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Donald Trump claimed his
place Wednesday as America's
45th president, an astonishing
victory for the celebrity busi-
nessman and political novice
who capitalized on voters' eco-
nomic anxieties, took advan-
tage of racial tensions and
overcame a string of sexual as-
sault allegations on his way to
the White House.

His triumph over Hillary
Clinton, not declared until well
after midnight, will end eight
years of Democratic dominance
of the White House and threat-
ens to undo major achievements
of President Barack Obama.
Trump has pledged to act
quickly to repeal Obama's land-
mark health care law, revoke
America's nuclear agreement
with Iran and rewrite important
trade deals with other countries,
particularly Mexico and
Canada.

As he claimed victory,
Trump urged Americans to
"come together as one united
people" after a deeply divisive
campaign.

Clinton called her Republi-
can rival to concede but did not
plan to speak publicly until later
Wednesday. Trump, who spent
much of the campaign urging
his supporters on as they
chanted "lock her up," said the
nation owed Clinton "a major
debt of gratitude" for her years
of public service.

The Republican blasted
through Democrats' longstand-
ing firewall, carrying Pennsyl-
vania and Wisconsin, states that
hadn't voted for a GOP presi-
dential candidate since the
1980s. He needed to win nearly
all of the competitive battle-
ground states, and he did just
that, claiming Florida, Ohio,
North Carolina and others.

Global stock markets and
U.S. stock futures plunged, re-
flecting investor concern over

what a Trump presidency might
mean for the economy and
trade.

A New York real estate de-
veloper who lives in a sparkling
Manhattan high-rise, Trump
forged a striking connection
with white, working class
Americans who feel left behind
in a changing economy and di-
versifying country. He cast im-
migration, both from Latin
America and the Middle East,
as the root of the problems
plaguing many Americans and
tapped into fears of terrorism
emanating at home and abroad.

Trump will take office with
Congress fully under Republi-
can control. GOP Senate candi-
dates fended off Democratic
challengers in key states, in-
cluding North Carolina, Indiana
and Wisconsin. Republicans
also maintained their grip on
the House.

Senate control means Trump
will have great leeway in ap-
pointing Supreme Court jus-
tices, which could mean a shift
to the right that would last for
decades.

Trump upended years of po-
litical convention on his way to
the White House, leveling
harshly personal insults on his
rivals, deeming Mexican immi-
grants rapists and murderers,
and vowing to temporarily sus-
pend Muslim immigration to
the U.S. He never released his
tax returns, breaking with
decades of campaign tradition,
and eschewed the kind of robust
data and field efforts that helped
Obama win two terms in the
White House, relying instead
on his large, free-wheeling ral-
lies to energize supporters. His
campaign was frequently in
chaos, and he cycled through
three campaign managers this
year.

His final campaign manager,
Kellyanne Conway, touted the
team's accomplishments as the

Clinton, Trumped

Donald Trump

final results rolled in, writing on
Twitter that "rally crowds mat-
ter" and "we expanded the
map."

Clinton spent months warn-
ing voters that Trump was unfit
and unqualified to be president.
But the former senator and sec-
retary of state struggled to artic-
ulate a clear rationale for her
own candidacy.

The mood at Clinton's party
grew bleak as the night wore
out, with some supporters leav-
ing, others crying and hugging
each other. Top campaign aides
stopped returning calls and
texts, as Clinton and her family
hunkered down in a luxury
hotel watching the returns.

At 2 a.m., Clinton campaign
chairman John Podesta told the
crowd to head home for the
night with the race not officially
called, but the Democrat's fate
all but certain.

Trump will inherit an anx-
ious nation, deeply divided by
economic and educational op-
portunities, race and culture.

Exit polls underscored the
fractures: Women nationwide
supported Clinton by a double-
digit margin, while men were
significantly more likely to
back Trump. More than half of
white voters backed the Repub-
lican, while nearly 9 in 10
blacks and two-thirds of His-
panics voted for the Democrat.

Doug Ratliff, a 67-year-old
businessman from Richlands,
Virginia, said Trump's election
was one of the happiest days of
his life.

"This county has had no
hope," said Ratliff, who owns
strip malls in an area badly
beaten by the collapse of the
coal industry. "Things will
change. I know he's not going
to be perfect. But he's got a
heart. And he gives people
hope."

Trump has pledged to usher
in a series of sweeping changes
to U.S. foreign policy, including
building a wall along the U.S.-
Mexico border and suspending
immigration from countries

with terrorism ties. He's also
praised Russian President
Vladimir Putin and spoken of
building a better relationship
with Moscow, worrying some
in his own party who fear he'll
go easy on Putin's provocations.

The Republican Party's tor-
tured relationship with its nom-
inee was evident right up to the
end. Former President George
W. Bush and wife Laura Bush
declined to back Trump, instead
selecting "none of the above"
when they voted for president,
according to spokesman Freddy
Ford.

House Speaker Paul Ryan, a
reluctant Trump supporter,
called the businessman earlier
in the evening to congratulate
him, according to a Ryan
spokeswoman. Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell said

the American people "have cho-
sen a new direction for our na-
tion."

Democrats, as well as some
Republicans, expected Trump's
unconventional candidacy
would damage down-ballot
races and even flip some reli-
ably red states in the presiden-
tial race. But Trump held on to
Republican territory, including
in Georgia and Utah, where
Clinton's campaign confidently
invested resources.

Clinton asked voters to keep
the White House in her party's
hands for a third straight term.
She cast herself as heir to
Obama's legacy and pledged to
make good on his unfinished
agenda, including passing im-
migration legislation, tightening
restrictions on guns and tweak-
ing his health care law.
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By Maxwell Kautsch
Attorney for the Kansas
Press Association and the
Kansas Association of
Broadcasters. 

This spring, the Manhattan
Free Press finally received a re-
sponse from the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office (AGO) to an open
meetings complaint it filed in
2012 against county officials.
Although the response finds the
officials in violation of law, the
AGO declined to penalize
them.  Moreover, the response
implies that the complainant is
somehow responsible for the
delay and lack of enforcement.

First, some background.  On
March 12, 2012, Riley County
Commissioners and Geary
County Commissioners con-
ducted a joint meeting that the
editor of the Free Press believed
violated the Kansas Open Meet-
ings Act (KOMA) for numer-
ous reasons.  The Free Press
filed a complaint with the
Geary County Attorney, Steve
Opat, on April 30, 2012, as the
applicable statute allows for
open government complaints to
be filed with county or district
attorneys.  The complaint in-
cluded an article published in
the paper reporting on the al-
leged violations.

However, rather than investi-
gate the complaint, the Geary
County Attorney forwarded the
complaint to the AGO.  Mr.
Opat provided several docu-
ments in support of his con-
tention that the commission had
not violated KOMA, including
an email from the Riley County
counselor, Clancy Holeman.

Once the AGO received the
complaint and documents from
Mr. Opat in defense of the agen-
cies, it wrote letters to Mr. Opat
and Mr. Holeman, asking for an
additional response.  Mr. Opat
and Mr. Holeman then wrote
back and submitted “[o]ver 60
exhibits.”  Mr. Opat and Mr.
Holeman also delivered a letter
to the AGO on August 14, 2015.

In contrast, the Free Press
submitted only one email and
one article to the county attor-
ney on April 30, 2012, did not
have direct contact with the
AGO until March 2, 2016, and
heard nothing from anyone
about the complaint until then.

On that day, the AGO wrote
a letter to the Free Press finding
that “the Riley County and
Geary County Boards of
County Commissioners vio-
lated the KOMA on March 12,
2012.  The Riley County Com-
mission violated KOMA by
failing to return to an open
meeting after its executive ses-
sion on March 12, 2012.  The
Geary County Commission’s
motion to enter into executive
session on March 12, 2012, vi-
olated KOMA.”  

Even though those violations
were noted, the AGO stated it
“cannot conclude that either
county commission knowingly
and intentionally violated the
KOMA….Although we did not
find a knowing and intentional
violation of the KOMA, we
nevertheless held your com-
plaint open to ensure compli-
ance with the law.  We also held
it open to help us determine if
there were any similar com-
plaints or additional reported
concerns from you or from an
independent report.  Because
we have not received any addi-
tional reported concerns, we
will not require that the Geary
and Riley County Boards of
County Commissioners receive
KOMA training.”

In deciding not to penalize

the county officials, the AGO
presumably applied K.S.A. 75-
4320, which provides that civil
penalties are mandatory only
for “knowing” or “intentional”
violations of the law.  However,
the AGO’s letter never cites any
statute to justify its decision.

More importantly, the AGO’s
letter to the Free Press fails to
explain why simply closing the
complaint as soon as possible
would not ensure compliance
with the law, and cites no au-
thority in support of the posi-
tion that the “holding open”
open of government complaints
actually ensures compliance.
Rather, by statute, the AGO has
authority to dispose of each
KOMA complaint as it arises.
If holding a complaint “open”
simply means that the AGO
does not disclose for years that
officials violated KOMA, they
do not have the benefit of re-
ceiving timely notice that they
fell short and need to do a better
job of complying with the law.
Meanwhile, the complainant re-
mains in the dark, wondering
whether the AGO takes its
KOMA enforcement responsi-
bilities seriously.

Moreover, the letter the Free
Press received seems to suggest
that the county officials were
not ordered to complete KOMA
training at least in part because

the AGO had not received any
other complaints or “additional
reported concerns from you.”
The implication is that because
the complainant did not follow
up with the AGO, despite never
being notified that the AGO
was reviewing the case, the
complainant is somehow re-
sponsible for the AGO’s deter-
mination that it need not order
KOMA training in this instance.
Not only is that an unreasonable
expectation to place on a com-
plainant that appears nowhere
in any law or regulation, the
AGO had continued contact
with the counsel for the violat-
ing agencies, while failing to
advise the complainant, who
was without counsel, of the op-
portunity to communicate any
additional concerns.  As a re-
sult, the AGO risks being per-
ceived as biased toward the
agencies and against the com-
plainant.

Ultimately, the Free Press
had to wait four years for a find-
ing of violation that in fact did
not even require the violating
agencies to attend training, os-
tensibly because the com-
plainant failed to follow up on
a complaint filed in 2012.  If
this is indicative of how the
AGO handles KOMA com-
plaints, that office needs reform
or a new system of open gov-
ernment enforcement is needed.

Attorney General’s Office 
“holds open” KOMA complaint

Attorney General’s Office - It took almost four years to respond to Open Meetings
Complaint.

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) —

North Dakota's Transportation

Department was threatened

with a civil rights complaint be-

fore it dropped its nearly cen-

tury-old image of a Sioux

warrior from thousands of high-

way signs.

Transportation Director

Grant Levi says the threat

played no part switching the sil-

houette of Marcellus Red Tom-

ahawk in favor of an outline of

North Dakota.

Levi says the new signs are

being placed in part to celebrate

the agency's 100th birthday.

Red Tomahawk was the first

chairman of the Standing Rock

Sioux tribe. He also was a gov-

ernment policeman involved in

the killing of Sitting Bull.

Documents show the agency

took complaints from Deborah

Gaudet of New Mexico in

2015. Gaudet has called Red

Tomahawk "merely an agent of

a genocidal federal policy" for

his role in the killing of Sitting

Bull.

North Dakota faced complaints
over Sioux image signs

DALLAS (AP) — Dallas Po-
lice Chief David Brown says
several officers testifying on the
fatal shooting of five colleagues
last month were overwhelmed
when they returned to the scene
and that some could need up to
five years of treatment to re-
cover from the trauma.

Brown told the city council
Tuesday that more than 300
witnesses have been inter-
viewed in the investigation into
the shooting July 7 during a
protest march in downtown
Dallas.

The investigation includes
having officers who worked
that night return downtown to
explain the timeline of events.
Brown says some officers were
overcome by emotion and had
to postpone giving their ac-
counts.

He says a four- or five-year
treatment program is necessary
to provide the necessary coun-
seling for some officers.

The shooter, 25-year-old
Micah Johnson, was killed by
authorities.

Police returning to Dallas
shooting scene overwhelmed

FORT RILEY, Kan. (AP) _ A

19-year-old man pleaded guilty

to fatally shooting a teenager at

Fort Riley while recklessly han-

dling a firearm.

U.S. Attorney Tom Beall

says Juwuan Jackson pleaded

guilty to involuntary

manslaughter in the September

2015 death of 16-year-old

Kenyon Givens Jr.

He originally said a masked

man broke into the home and

shot Givens. He later admitted

he was spinning the chamber of

a .22-caliber handgun while

holding the trigger, causing it to

go off.

Beall says the initial false

story prevented paramedics

from treating Givens until after

police searched the house.

Jackson faces up to eight

years in federal prison when he

is sentenced in January. 

Man pleads guilty to teen's
shooting death at Fort Riley

WASHINGTON (AP) _ The
Supreme Court's order blocking
a transgender male from using
the boys' restroom at his Vir-
ginia school underscores how
the presidential election results
will shape the high court.

One of the court's nine seats
has been vacant since Justice
Antonin Scalia died in Febru-
ary, and as many as three older
justices could retire in the com-
ing years.

The sometimes-polarized

court won't decide what to do
about the transgender bathroom
case until around the election,
and possibly months later. The
justices probably will know by
then whether the person picked
to succeed Scalia will push the
court to the left or to the right.

The transgender issue is just
one of many high-profile social
and political issues on which
the new ninth justice could hold
the decisive vote.

Election could determine
transgender case in Court
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) --

First came the hack, then the

leak. Now, the Clinton and

Trump campaigns are fighting

over Russia's role in the release

of thousands of internal Demo-

cratic National Committee

emails.

At least one thing is clear:

The email uproar is an unwel-

come distraction at the launch

of the Democratic National

Convention, inflaming the rift

between supporters of Hillary

Clinton and primary rival

Bernie Sanders just when the

party was hoping to close it.

As the Philadelphia conven-

tion got underway Monday, de-

velopments in the email story

rolled out in rapid sequence:

Clinton's campaign, citing a

cybersecurity firm hired to in-

vestigate the leak, blamed Rus-

sia for hacking the party's

computers and suggested the

goal was to benefit Donald

Trump's campaign.

Trump dismissed that idea as

laughable, tweeting: "The new

joke in town is that Russia

leaked the disastrous DNC e-

mails."

Sanders supporters certainly

weren't amused. Irate, in fact,

that the emails confirmed their

long-held suspicions the party

had favored Clinton all along.

The FBI announced Monday

it was investigating how the

hack occurred, saying "a com-

promise of this nature is some-

thing we take very seriously."

A look at the hack, the leak

and the politics of the DNC

email fracas:

THE HACK

Democrats have known

about the hack since April,

when party officials discovered

malicious software on their

computers.

They called in a cybersecu-

rity firm, CrowdStrike, which

found traces of at least two so-

phisticated hacking groups on

the Democrats' network, both

with ties to the Russian govern-

ment.

Those hacks vacuumed up at

least a year's worth of chats,

emails and research on Trump,

according to a person knowl-

edgeable about the breach who

wasn't authorized to discuss it

publicly.

The party publicly acknowl-

edged the hack in June.

THE LEAK

On Friday, the public got its

first look at DNC emails when

Wikileaks posted a cache of

19,000 internal communica-

tions, including some that sug-

gested party officials had

favored Clinton over rival

Sanders during the primaries.

It wasn't immediately clear

how WikiLeaks got the emails -

and WikiLeaks founder Julian

Assange proudly told Democ-

racy Now! he'd never tell.

Was it from the Russians?

Clinton's campaign didn't

hesitate to make the connection,

with campaign manager Robby

Mook saying cyber experts be-

lieved "Russian state actors

were feeding the email to hack-

ers for the purpose of helping

Donald Trump."

Trump's team went out of its

way to dismiss the alleged

Russian connection as out-

landish. Trump senior policy

adviser Paul Manafort called

the Clinton campaign state-

ments "pretty desperate" and

"pretty absurd."

THE FALLOUT

Whatever the source, the fall-

out from the leaked emails was

swift and dramatic.

Democratic Party chair-

woman Debbie Wasserman

Schultz resigned over the week-

end after Sanders' campaign

pounced on a number of leaked

emails that they said showed

that party officials had favored

Clinton during the primaries.

The disclosure set off de-

voted Sanders supporters, who

were already having a hard time

moving past the bitter primary

battles to embrace Clinton as

the nominee.

Editorial
By Jon A. Brake

The Riley County Commis-
sioners (they like to be called
the Three-CEO’s) haven’t been
setting still for the past three
years.

The Yearly Expenses for the
Commissioners have gone up
from $4,039.67 in 2010 to
$16,375.66 in 2015. That’s
more than $300 percent in-
crease.

There is a lot of CEO-en
going on there.

From 2013 to 2015 Commis-
sioner Boyd had most of the
Expense money, $28,933.83. In
those three years, Mr. Boyd is
responsible for 61% of the ex-
penses.

The only figures the Free
Press has at this time for 2015
showing that Mr. Boyd spent
$5,059.96 on travel mileage,
$3,742.66 on lodging and
$314.73 on meals.

Each Commissioner also gets
a $65.00 per month for using
their own phones. That is a total
of $780.00 for the year. 

It might be best if the Three-
CEO went back to just being
Riley County Commissioners
and staying home. It would save
the taxpayers a lot of money. 

Be sure and vote August 2.

Travel Expenses Up 300%

Elect 

Marvin Rodriguez
Riley County Commission 

District No. 2 
Paid for by Marvin Rodriguez for Riley county Commission; Rod Kalivoda. Treasurer

It Is Time
For A Change

Commissioners Increase 

Commissioners Yearly Expenses

Pictured: Riley County Clerk Rich Vargo (left) County Commissioners Ron Wells and Robert Boyd.

Democratic emails: All about
the hack, the leak, the discord

The Riley County Commissioners Yearly Expenses have gone up 300% from 2010 to
2015. In the past three years Commissioner Robert Boyd spent $28,933.83 in Expense
money or 61% ot the total for all three Commissioners.

On November 8th Riley County had 62% of the Registered

Voters turn out for the Presidential Election. It was the first

time in years that Riley County voted Republican.
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Editorial
By Jon A. Brake

Boy, the Riley County and

Geary County Commissioners

found out that you do not want

to fool around with the Manhat-

tan Free Press.

The Kansas Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office sent a letter to the

Free Press and both Commis-

sions about “Kansas Open

Meetings Act (KOMA) Con-

cerns.

The letter states: “In conclu-

sion, in light of the foregoing,

as well as our review of the law,

we find that the Riley County

and Geary County Boards of

County Commissioners vio-

lated the KOMA on March 12,

2012.”

The letter went on to say:

“Because we have not received

any additional reported con-

cerns, we will not require that

the Geary and Riley County

Boards of County Commission-

ers receive KOMA training.”

That was very wise of the At-

torney General’s Office, be-

cause none of the Riley County

Commissioners that were in of-

fice in 2012 are in County of-

fice today. One is Mayor of

Manhattan.

It took 4-Years for the Attor-

ney General’s Office to com-

plete a 9-Page letter telling

everyone that “Yes, they did vi-

olate the law, but we will not

make them take a course on

Open Meetings.

Background:

In March of 2012 the Free

Press ran the minutes of the

Riley County Commission. In

the minutes it said: “12:10

Joint Executive Session with

the Board of Geary County

Commissioners to discuss

confidential legal advice re-

garding potential litigation is-

sues at the Geary County

Office Building, County Com-

mission Meeting Room, 200

East 8th, Junction City,

Kansas.”

The Free Press called the At-

torney General’s Office and

they pointed to the a summery

of the law that states: “Only

members of the public body

holding the discussion have a

right to be in executive ses-

Riley, Geary County Commissioners 
Violated Kansas Open Meeting Act

This photo ran in the March 22, 2012 issue of the Manhattan Free Press shows: County Clerk Rich Vargo, Com-
missioners Karen McCulloh, Alvan D. Johnson, and Dave Lewis. None of the Commissioners serve today.

A former Kansas Attorney
General said it best when he
said: “Just because there is an
attorney in the room, does not
mean that their is Attorney,
Client privilege.”

The Riley County Commis-
sion and the Geary County
Commission met in Executive
Session on Monday, March 12,
2012, an act that is in violation
of the Kansas Open Meetings
Act.

We are sure the Commission
did not know they were doing
something wrong, but they did.
And we are sure they had legal
advice but again they were
wrong.

The County Commission
have a right to go into Execu-
tive Session anytime they want
with their Attorney but whey
they added the Geary County
Commission they lost the At-
torney, Client privilege.

The Kansas Attorney Gen-
eral Office said that there have
been no cases in court ruling on
two county commissions meet-
ing in Executive Session and
they have never had an Attor-
ney General Opinion on the
subject. 

There are many cases and
Opinions on Attorney, Client
Executive Session. 

There are 16 exceptions to
the Kansas Open Meetings Act.
75-4319 Chapter 75. (b) State:
“No subjects shall be discussed
at any closed or executive
meeting, except the following:
(the first two are:)

(1) Personnel matters of
nonelected personnel;

(2) consultation with an at-
torney for the body or agency
which would be deemed privi-
leged in the attorney-client re-
lationship.”

Kansas Attorney General
Derek Schmidt adds this: Who
can be present during an ex-
ecutive session discussion?

“Only members of the public
body holding the discussion
have a right to be in executive
sessions. The public body may
discretionarily include anyone
they believe will aid them in
that discussion.” 

That anyone does not in-
clude another Commission.

Meeting
Violates 
KOMA

Attorney General:

From the March 22, 2012
Issue of the Free Press:

sions. The public body may dis-

cretionarily include anyone

they believe will aid them in

that discussion.” 
The Free Press concluded

from that another Commission
could not be in an Executive
Session.

Also, the Geary County
Commission minutes said that
both County Clerks attended
the meeting.

The Free Press had a copy of
an Attorney General Opinion
that pertained to County Clerks
attending Executive Sessions.

In an Opinion written on No-
vember 23, 1987, Attorney
General Robert T. Stephan said: 

ATTORNEY GENERAL
OPINION NO. 87-170 

In summary, K.S.A. 19-304

does not require the county

clerk to attend executive ses-

sions of the board of county

commissioners. 

“Only the members of a

public body have the right to

attend executive sessions of

that body.”

According to the Attorney

General’s Office letter, the

Riley County Counselor Clancy

Holeman and Geary County At-

torney Steve Opat must have

taken the Free Press complaint

as a very serious matter.

The letter said: “Mr. Opat

and Mr. Holeman submitted a

joint response asserting that

the Riley County and geary

County Boards of Commis-

sioners did not violate the

KOMA on or about March

12, 2012. Over 60 exhibits

were included with the joint

response.”

The letter gives 4 area of

concern by the Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office: 1. Did the Riley

County Commission violate the

KOMA by meeting in Geary

County? 

After two full page the Office

letter said:  “Therefore,
based on our investigation
and the information pro-
vided, we are unable to

conclude that the Board of
Riley County Commission-
ers violated the KOMA by
conducting a meeting in
Geary County.”

The other 3 concerns had to

do with the way both Riley and

Geary County Commissioners

made motions, and reported the

motions in the minutes of the

meeting.

(Editor’s note: It took 4-

years, a “Joint Response”

from County Legal Officials,

60 plus exhibits and a 9-page

letter for nothing.

What the Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office letter said was

that if they (County Commis-

sioners) had broken KOMA

they would have been re-

quired to attend a meeting on

how to conduct and Open

Meeting and then go into an

Executive meeting. Wow!

That would put anyone in

their place.

You fool around with

KOMA and we will make you

attend a Class.

Well, we all have attended

classes that were pure punish-

ment.)

The Free Press had several

questions about the Attorney

General’s Office letter and

phoned.

We talked and asked ques-

tions of the Attorney who wrote

the letter. She would not answer

any questions about the letter. 

Over the years the Free Press

has called the Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office many times and

were able to talk to the Attor-

ney’s and receive answers. 

We know that Attorney Gen-

eral’s Opinions change over the

years and so does the staff.

We also put in a formal re-

quest for copy of the “Joint

Response” to Mr. Holeman

but as of press time, he has

not responded.
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Editorial 
By Jon A. Brake

What kind of a year did you
have? Did you make 3% more
than you did last year? If you
did that is good, you are keep-
ing up with the Riley County
and City of Manhattan Employ-
ees.

But, have your wages gone
up 30% in the last 7-years?
Some at Riley County have. It’s
not their fault; the County Com-
missioners are the ones pushing
the wages up. Look at the
graphic at the right, it shows
what the Commissioners ap-
proved for wages in 2010, 2016
and 2017.

In the National campaign for
President, many talked about
how wages had stagnated for
the past 8-years. Well, they did-
n’t look at the Riley County
payroll. It looks like the Com-
missioners were giving out 3%
to 7% every year. Not bad for a
public body. Wonder what those
raises would have been if the
three Commissioners had
owned a company and had to

pay the wages out of their
pocket?

Two County Commissioners
will take a pay cut; newly
elected Commissioner Marvin
Rodriguez will only get
$39,643.78 because Commis-
sioners Ron Wells and Ben Wil-
son voted for the decrease.
Defeated Commissioner Bob
Boyd wanted a lesser amount.
To be fair, Wells put forth a mo-
tion to pay Rodriguez the same
as everyone else, which is only
right. But it died for a lack of a
second.

Last week, the Commission
voted to put Wilson’s pay at
$39,643.78 too, at his request.

The question needs to be
asked, how can Riley County
keep paying these wages. Oh!
That’s right they raise taxes too.

We need a Donald Trump to
run for Riley County Commis-
sion. Someone who will stop
the county spending. No, that is
not right, we need two people to
stop the spending.

The U.S. Sec. of State only

Riley County Commissioner Ron Wells will make
$43,403.62 next year, the same as this year.

Riley County Counselor Clancy Holeman will make
$146,232.42 next year, up $5,000 from this year.

Newly elected County Commissioner Marvin Rodriguez
will not get the $43,403.62, Why?

Riley County 
Employees Are 

Well Paid

The Year That WasThe Year That Was

On March 12, 2012 the Riley County Commission and the Geary County Commission met in
Junction City to discuss business. (March 24th Issue) The two Commissioners went into Exec-
utive Session together and with other County Officials. The Free Press considered the Executive
Session a violation of the Kansas Open Meeting Law are asked the Kansas Attorney Generals
Office the investigate. (See lower left page)

The December 15th issue of the Manhattan Free Press listed the Appointed and Elected Official
Annual Salaries for 2017 passed by the Riley County Commission. The list shows fourteen peo-
ple making over $100,000 per year. The highest salary was $146,232.42. Out of the twenty-
eight listed, the lowest was $74,048.79, not counting the parttime Commissioners.
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The September 8th issue told about the Waterville, Beatte,
Frankfort and Blue Rapids Coops being purchased by Farm-
ers Cooperative.  Farmer Cooperative of Dorchester, Ne.
owns Coops in more than 60 cities.

The August 4th issues told the citizens of Blue Rapids, Mar-
shall County and the State of Kansas that the U.S. Corps of
Engineers would do nothing to prevent the Zeka Virus from
spreading.
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Valley Heights Places
Nine On Twin Valley

All-League Team,
Fourteen Positions

see page 12

This years offinsive line was very empressive.  As you can see the were all off the ball at the same time. Four were named to the Twin Valley All-League team.

Hunter Stevenson (10) and Logan Woodyard (24).

Harrison Blaske  (2) makes the tackle. Will Yungeberg (54) and Garret Link (60).

Jordan Yungeberg (36) picks up a first down. Dalton Joseph with the ball.

FREE
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At noon on Friday, Septem-
ber 1st, Beattie Co-op merged
with Farmers Cooperative of
Dorchester, NE.

Beattie Co-op has six loca-
tions: Beattie, Blue Rapids -
pictured above, Frankfort, Ma-
rietta, Summerfield and Water-
ville. Farmers Cooperative has
over fifty locations in Nebraska
and Kansas.

Beattie Co-op Part of Farmers Cooperative
Farmers Cooperative is

working on a new green field
site at Frankfort, Kansas. With
the lack of rail freight in this
area, Farmers Cooperative has
invested in purchasing 312
acres of land to build a new
train load-out facility. This is lo-
cated on the Union Pacific Rail-
road and will be fully
automated to load 110 cars of
corn, soybeans and wheat in 8-

10 hours. After many years of
studies and the merger with
Southeast Nebraska Coopera-
tive Company, we felt this was
an asset that should be pursued. 

This will be Farmers Cooper-
ative’s 4th Union Pacific shuttle
loader along with two on the
BNSF. Our goal is to have this
built and operational by Octo-
ber 1, 2016. 

FREE
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MIAMI (AP) -- The mosqui-

toes spreading Zika in Miami

are proving harder to eradicate

than expected, the nation's top

disease-fighter said Tuesday as

authorities sprayed clouds of in-

secticide in the ground-zero

neighborhood, emptied kiddie

pools and handed out cans of

insect repellent to the homeless.

Dr. Tom Frieden, director of

the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention, said the mos-

quito-control efforts in the

bustling urban neighborhood

aren't achieving the hoped-for

results, suggesting the pests are

resistant to the insecticides or

are still finding standing water

in which to breed.

"We're not seeing the number

of mosquitoes come down as

rapidly as we would have

liked," he said in an interview

with The Associated Press.

Mosquito control experts

said that's no surprise to them,

describing the Aedes aegypti

mosquito as a "little ninja" ca-

pable of hiding in tiny crevices,

sneaking up on people's ankles,

and breeding in just a bottle cap

of standing water.

Fifteen people have become

infected with Zika in Miami's

Wynwood arts district, officials

said Tuesday. These are be-

lieved to be the first mosquito-

transmitted cases in the

mainland U.S., which has been

girding for months against the

epidemic coursing through

Latin America and the

Caribbean.

On Monday, the CDC in-

structed pregnant women to

avoid the neighborhood, mark-

ing what is believed to be the

first time in the agency's 70-

year history that it warned peo-

ple not to travel somewhere in

the U.S. The Zika virus can

cause severe brain-related de-

fects, including disastrously

small heads.

At the same time, U.S. health

authorities have said they don't

expect major outbreaks in this

country, in part because of bet-

ter sanitation and the use of air

conditioners and window

screens.

On Tuesday, Miami-Dade

County mosquito control in-

spectors toting backpack blow-

ers released white clouds of bug

spray in Wynwood.

They also went door to door,

handing out information, check-

ing tires and other objects for

standing water, and dipping

cups to take water samples from

vacant lots, building sites and

backyards.

In one lush yard, an inspector

tipped over a kiddie pool and a

cooler full of water.

Daily aerial spraying for

adult mosquitoes and larvae has

been approved for the next four

weeks over a 10-square-mile

area around Wynwood, county

officials said.

The city of Miami said it is

running more street sweepers in

Corps of Engineers:

Fill In
The Old Blue River Channel - It’s Yours

Wynwood to remove the litter

and stagnant water that can

serve as breeding grounds, and

police officers handed out 50

cans of bug spray to homeless

people in the neighborhood.

"Be sure that you use it," Of-

ficer James Bernat said as he

gave repellent to several people

who had been sleeping on the

street.

Dozens of pregnant women

streamed into Borinquen Med-

ical Center, a clinic just outside

Wynwood where doctors said

they were getting more and

more nervous requests for Zika

testing.

On the sidewalk outside,

e i g h t - m o n t h s - p r e g n a n t

Gabriella Acevedo said she

would rush back to her Wyn-

wood home.

"I'm going to put the AC on

blast and try not to go outside.

I've been bitten by mosquitoes

probably two weeks ago, but I

don't feel sick," she said. "It's

just really stressful to me."

Because of environmental

regulations governing which

chemicals can be used as insec-

ticides, mosquito control au-

thorities cannot easily switch to

another compound if bugs

prove resistant to it.

Nothing has worked to stop

this mosquito elsewhere in the

world except for the introduc-

tion of mosquitoes modified to

pass on genes that kill their off-

spring, said Michael Doyle, ex-

ecutive director of the Florida

Keys Mosquito Control Dis-

trict And the Food and Drug

Administration has not given

approval to that approach in the

U.S.

"We have to totally rethink

mosquito control for Aedes ae-

gypti," Doyle said. "It's like a

little ninja. It's always hiding."

Frieden complained that in

the U.S., "we really dismantled

the mosquito monitoring and

control infrastructure over the

past few decades."

The result: "We have blind

spots where we don't know

where the mosquito populations

are and what the susceptibility

is to different insecticides," the

CDC director said.

The U.S. government might

have underestimated how diffi-

cult it would be to control

Zika's spread, said University of

Florida public health researcher

Ira Longini.

But he also said there aren't

enough of the disease-transmit-

ting mosquitoes living in and

around houses to cause long-

term or widespread outbreaks in

this country.

"In defense of the CDC and

the government, it's a difficult

problem to solve," he said.

© 2016 The Associated

Press. All rights reserved. This

material may not be published,

broadcast, rewritten or redis-

tributed. Learn more about our

Privacy Policy and Terms of

Use

The outbreak of the Zika Virus in the United State is
coming our way because of the Corps of Engineers.

Marshall County

Contested Races

Zika-spreading mosquito puts up tough fight

Editorial
By Jon A. Brake

The Corps of Engineers have all of the rules and regulations

when it come to other people working on their land. Even if it

is to prevent something like the Zika Virus spreading in

Kansas.

The City of Blue Rapids wanted to spend $10,000 to get rid

of a swamp in the old Blue River channel. “No, you can not

do that, the Corps of Engineers has something to say because

that is a “Holding Pond” for Tuttle Creek Lake.

The Free Press has an e-mail were one Corps of Engineer

Department Head is telling another that they would lose

“Holding” area if the City put dirt in the ditch.

They don’t even know what the problem is. The Swamp is

not a “Holding Area” it is part of a ditch that is 3-feet lower

than it should be. If the Corps of Engineers had cleaned the

ditch every few years (as we were told they should have been

doing) there would not be a Swamp with mosquitoes.

The Valley Heights Football team ended the season placing 9
players in 14-positions on the All Twin Valley League first
and second teams.
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Priceless
Take One

Editorial

By Jon A. Brake

This summer, like last

summer and many before

that, the City of Blue Rapids

will be playing with fire.

The Zika mosquito has

been making news because

of the problems new born

babies have. It has started to

come into the United States.

We do not know now if

the Zika mosquito will make

it to Kansas and Blue

Rapids, it may be too cold.

But we do have mosqui-

toes. Lots of mosquitoes, and

there is a good reason for it.

Ask families that go to ball

games, horse shows, car runs

and the fair at the Blue Rapids

Park. It seems like the mosqui-

toes can eat you alive.

One of the reasons: Go to the

north of the barns and look at

the old Blue River. It is owned

by the U.S. Corps of Engineers

and they have let the area go for

years. 

A small lake (see the photos

above) holds water all year

long. Yes, they will tell you that

Mosquitoville

this is moving water but it is

not moving very much. You

can see where water has been

standing.

We know that mosquitoes

lay their eggs in moist areas,

such as standing water. Eggs

become larvae and then mature

into adult mosquitoes and then

fly off.

“Diseases transmitted by

mosquitoes include: malaria,

dengue, filariasis, West Nile

virus, chikungunya, yellow

fever, Japanese encephalitis,

Saint Louis encephalitis,

Students from the Art

Department at Valley Heights

will be showing their art at the

Waterville Public Library.  

The public is invited to the

Library where their teacher,

Kaci Smith and the students

will talk about their pieces on

Monday, February 22nd at 7:00

pm.  

The Friends of the Library

Valley Heights Art
Show At Waterville

group will be giving a :People’s

Choice” award so everyone is

invited to vote on their favorite. 

The art will be on display

for the next three weeks at the

Library and then they will be

taken to the GFWC District

contest on March 12th at

Highland College.  Do stop in

and see the talent shown by

these Valley Heights students.

The February 20 th Valley

Heights recycling event will be

north of the stock barns in Blue

Rapids.  Enter at the church

stand driveway. Collections

will begin at 9:30 am and end at

11:00 am.

Presorting paper from card-

board, junk mail, number one

with two plastics, cans from

glass, etc. smooth’s the donor

wait time and aids the workers.

Rinsedfood containers also

Recycling In Blue
Rapids February 20th

helps the material handlers. 

We need volunteers to han-

dle materials. Community vol-

unteers are the heart of recy-

cling and we need more

helpers.  If you can spare a lit-

tle time come join us before

9:30 Saturday.Information is

available at Valley Heights

Community Education (363-

2211), Stacy Vermetten (363-

2030) or Phil Osborne (363-

7949).

TOPEKA – A new report
from the Foundation for
Government Accountability
(FGA), focuses on welfare
reforms in Kansas and how
they have positively impacted
low-income residents who pre-
viously relied on food assis-
tance. Among some of the find-
ings, before work require-
ments, 93 percent of able-bod-
ied adults without dependent
children (ABAWDs) on wel-
fare were in poverty. Most were
in severe poverty and not work-
ing at all. Within one year of
leaving welfare, their incomes
had more than doubled, an

Report Details Success
Of Kansas Policies

increase of 127 percent on
average.

“Our staff worked closely
with FGA to supply data,” said
Kansas Department for
Children and Families (DCF)
Secretary Phyllis Gilmore. “We
are pleased to see the informa-
tion shared turned into a mean-
ingful report that demonstrates
for Kansas and the rest of the
nation that employment is the
most effective path out of
poverty. And our reforms, led
by Governor Sam Brownback,
are empowering Kansans to
achieve self-reliance.”

Marshall County history

A Successful, Living History
Performance Workshop

increased skills. Quoting Joyce

hi h l i f h

Western equine encephalitis,

Eastern equine encephalitis,

Venezuelan equine

encephalitis, La Crosse

encephalitis and Zika fever.”

Mosquitoes also lay eggs

in anything that holds water:

old tires, pans, cups, bird

baths, Mosquitoes can lay

eggs in as little water as in a

bottle cap.

Blue Rapids has a mos-

quito problem and it needs

to be taken care of before

our children are taken sick.

The U.S. Corps of Engineers owns the old Blue River bed (photos above) north of the Fair Grounds barns. The
area has been taken over by bad water, trash and mosquitoes.

Ride Into History Class

Priceless

Take One
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Girls - Second At Sub-State

Shea Manley (left) and Taylor Doner (15) team up on defense to get the ball. Kayla Smith (14) gets the ball to Jo Roepke (55) as they bring the ball down court.
Valley Heights lost to Republic County 45 - 29.

The Washington Sub-State Runner-up team: The Valley Heights Girls: Pictured (L to R) Front Row: Seniors Jo Roepke and Taylor Doner. Second Row: Adrianna Haines
(35); Liexus Rose; Madisen Hanson; Gillian Zidek and Chevelle Murk. Back Row: Managers Kyra McCubbin; Maddy Hargrave; Shea Manley (21); Miranda Ohlde (20);
DeAndra Woodyard (33); Kayla Smith (14); Hannah Musil (24) and Coaches Jenny Yungeberg and Jordan Broxterman.

The Year That Was - Blue RapidsThe Year That Was - Blue Rapids

In the Blue Rapids Free Press (the Manhattan Free Press sister newspaper) the February 18th
issue featured a Swamp created by the U.S. Corps of Engineers. A ditch that once was the Big
Blue River has developed into a breading ground for Mosquitos. The United State had just
learned that the Zeka Virus had traveled from South America to take hold in our country.

The Valley Heights Girls Basketball team took second place in the Sub-State Tournament at
Washington. The Free Press had three color pages devoted to the Tournament.

Read back issues of the Manhattan Free Press at manhattanfreepress.com and the Blue Rapids Free Press at bluerapidsfreepress.com.
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Kansas group wants grass burning limits for Flint Hills
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _

Topeka — When ranchers in
the Flint Hills region of Kansas
burn grasslands in the spring,
people as far away as Omaha
and Lincoln, Neb., know about
it.

Nebraska officials say the
density of smoke and fine par-
ticles in the air sometimes gets
so heavy that it poses a health
risk to the public, especially for
people with asthma or other res-
piratory ailments.

Now, a Kansas environmen-
tal group is urging the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to
step in and order Kansas to im-
pose tighter controls on grass
burning.

Earlier this week, the Kansas
chapter of the Sierra Club wrote
a letter to the EPA's regional ad-
ministrator in Kansas City,
Kan., urging the agency to order
the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment to
adopt a mitigation plan to pro-
tect air quality in the region.

But the action comes with
just four weeks remaining be-
fore President-elect Donald
Trump's new administration
takes the reins of the federal
government, including the EPA,
and while Republicans in Con-
gress are urging the Obama ad-
ministration not to enact any
new regulations before the
Trump administration takes of-
fice.

"We think there’s a better
chance of Region VII to do the

right thing now rather than wait
for whatever comes after-
wards," said Craig Volland,
who chairs the Kansas Sierra
Club's Air Quality Committee.
"It really comes down to
whether EPA, at any level, is
going to address this problem in
any way."

Volland said the state's cur-
rent "Smoke Mitigation Plan"
dates back to December 2010,
in the final weeks of then-Gov.
Mark Parkinson's administra-
tion. It was aimed at reducing
the number of days when levels
of ozone and other pollutants
exceed federal health guide-
lines.

Prescribed burning of grass-
lands in the spring is considered
vital to the Flint Hills ecosys-
tem because it kills off invasive
weeds and shrubs before they
take root in the ground and pro-
motes growth of native grasses
that ranchers depend on to feed
cattle and other livestock.

But depending on weather
conditions and the number of
acres being burned at any one
time, those controlled burns can
have a serious impact on air
quality in surrounding areas.

In the first five years after the

state plan took effect, Volland
said, communities in Kansas ac-
tually had more days in which
air pollutants exceeded federal
limits than it had in the five
years before the plan took ef-
fect.

And because the winds in
Kansas tend to come from the
south during the months when
burning occurs, communities as
far away as eastern Nebraska
sometimes feel the heaviest
brunt.

"It can be a pretty significant
problem for us," said Gary
Bergstrom, senior environmen-

tal health specialist for the Lin-
coln-Lancaster County Health
Department. "We’ve seen some
funky stuff happen."

One of the biggest public
health concerns, Bergstrom
said, is what's known as "fine
particulate matter," tiny parti-
cles of ash and soot in the air
that can can cause short-term
health problems even for
healthy people, and which can
severely aggravate chronic
health problems such as asthma
and heart disease.

In April 2014, air quality
monitors in Lincoln recorded
four days when fine particulate
matter exceeded the EPA's rec-
ommended levels, including
one day when it surpassed 150
parts per billion, the point con-
sidered to be "unhealthy" air
quality, and more than three
times the limit for what is con-
sidered "good" air quality.

"We’ll field phone calls from
people who call and ask why air
is so bad, where is smoke com-
ing from," Bergstrom said.

The EPA requires states and
many municipalities to monitor
air quality on a regular basis,
and areas that routinely exceed
federal pollution limits can be
ordered to take corrective ac-
tion.

Until recently, though, Vol-
land said Kansas could ask for
exemptions for what are called
"exceptional events," essen-
tially deleting them from the

data because they don't neces-
sarily occur on a regular basis.

But in October, Volland said,
EPA tightened its rule so that
when pollution levels exceed
federal limits three or more
times in three years, they are
considered "historically docu-
mented or known seasonal
events" that can trigger a re-
quirement for a new mitigation
plan.

Officials at the Kansas De-
partment of Health and Envi-
ronment and the Kansas
Department of Agriculture did
not respond to requests for
comment Tuesday.

Volland said it's possible that
the EPA won't issue any orders
for Kansas in the waning days
of the Obama administration.
But he said he does think the re-
gional office, which has juris-
diction over both Kansas and
Nebraska, still has plenty of
time to initiate discussions be-
tween the two states to come up
with a better plan.

"I think this thing is going to
be pretty much under the radar
for the first year when there’s
going to be a long confirmation
hearing for the new EPA admin-
istrator," Volland said. "Even
under other new administra-
tions, it takes a long time to get
around to assigning the regional
administrators. I think they’re
going to be arguing about so
many things (at the national
level), they won’t get around to
this for quite a while."



School Big 12 Overall 
Baylor 0 - 0 12 - 0 1.000

Kansas 0 - 0 11 - 1 .917

Kansas State 0 - 0 11 - 1 .917

TCU 0 - 0 11 - 1 .917

Texas Tech 0 - 0 11 - 1 .917

West Virginia 0 - 0 11 - 1 .917

Okla State 0 - 0 10 - 2 .833

Iowa State 0 - 0 8 - 3 .727

Oklahoma 0 - 0 6 - 5 .545

Texas 0 - 0 6 - 5 .545 

Big 12 Standings
Fri, Nov 11  vs  Western Illinois    W  82-55    1-0 (0-0)
Tue, Nov 15 vs  Omaha W  81-68     2-0 (0-0)
Sun, Nov 20 vs Hampton W 89-67     3-0 (0-0)
Tue, Nov 22 vs Robert Morris       W 61-40      4-0 (0-0)
Fri, Nov 25  vs Boston College*     W 72-54      5-0 (0-0)
Sat, Nov 26  vs  Maryland*             L 69-68       5-1 (0-0)
Wed, Nov 30  vs Green Bay            W 80-61       6-1 (0-0)
Sat, Dec 3   @    Saint Louis           W  84-53      7-1 (0-0)
Tue, Dec 6  vs Prairie View A&M   W 74-55 8-1 (0-0)
Sat, Dec 10  vs Washington State* W 70-56 9-1
Sat, Dec 17  vs  Colorado State*     W 89-70 10-1
Wed, Dec 21 vs Gardner-Webb     W 67-54 11-1
Fri, Dec 30  vs  Texas                         8:00 PM ET ESPNews
Tue, Jan 3  @  #3 Kansas   9:00 PM ET 
Sat, Jan 7  vs    Oklahoma             3:00 PM ET ESPNews
Tue, Jan 10  @  Texas Tech            9:15 PM ET ESPNews
Sat, Jan 14  vs    #4 Baylor            4:30 PM ET 
Wed, Jan 18   @   Oklahoma State 9:00 PM ET 

Kansas State Schedule
Date Opponent Time/ TV 
11/11/2016 Indiana L 99-103 0-1
11/18/2016 Siena W 85-65 1-1
11/21/2016 UAB W 83-63 2-1
11/22/2016 Georgia W 65-54 3-1
11/25/2016 UNC W 95-57 4-1
11/29/2016   Long Beach State W 91-61 5-1
12/3/2016 Stanford W 89-74 6-1
12/6/2016 UMKC W 105-62 7-1
12/10/2016 Nebraska W89-72 8-1
12/17/2016 Davidson W 89-71 9-1
12/22/2016 UNLV W 71-53 10-1
12/30/2016 TCU Fort Worth, Texas 8 p.m. 
1/3/2017 Kansas State Lawrence, Kan. 8 p.m. 
1/7/2017 Texas Tech Lawrence, Kan. 6:15 p.m.
1/10/2017         Oklahoma  Norman, Okla.  8 p.m. 
1/14/2017 Oklahoma State Lawrence, Kan. 1 p.m. 
1/16/2017 Iowa State Ames, Iowa 8 p.m. 

Kansas Schedule

* Fri,  Dec 30 Oklahoma State West Virginia Stillwater, Okla. 3:00 p.m. ESPN2 

* Fri,  Dec 30 Iowa State Texas Tech Ames, Iowa 5:00 p.m. ESPNEWS 

* Fri,  Dec 30 Oklahoma Baylor Norman, Okla. 6:00 p.m. ESPN2 

* Fri,  Dec 30 Kansas State Texas Manhattan, Kan. 7:00 p.m. ESPNEWS

* Fri,  Dec 30 TCU Kansas Fort Worth, Texas 8:00 p.m. ESPN2 

* Tue,  Jan 03 TCU Oklahoma Fort Worth, Texas 8:00 p.m. ESPNU 

* Tue,  Jan 03 Kansas Kansas State Lawrence, Kan. 8:00 p.m. ESPN2 

* Tue,  Jan 03 Texas Tech West Virginia Lubbock, Texas 8:15 p.m. ESPNEWS 

* Wed,  Jan 04 Baylor Iowa State Waco, Texas 7:00 p.m. ESPNEWS 

* Wed,  Jan 04 Texas Oklahoma State Austin, Texas 7:00 p.m. Longhorn 

* Sat,  Jan 07 West Virginia TCU Morgantown, WV 12:00 p.m. ESPNU 

* Sat,  Jan 07 Kansas State Oklahoma Manhattan, Kan. 2:00 p.m. ESPNEWS

* Sat,  Jan 07 Baylor Oklahoma State Waco, Texas 6:00 p.m. ESPNEWS 

* Sat,  Jan 07 Kansas Texas Tech Lawrence, Kan. 6:15 p.m. ESPN2 

Date Home Team Away Team Location Time (CT) Media

Big 12 Men Basketball Schedule

Villanova starts its fourth

week as the No. 1 team in The

Associated Press Top 25 and the

ranked teams stay the same

from the last poll except for

Florida, which replaces fellow

Southeastern Conference mem-

ber South Carolina.

The Wildcats (12-0) received

56 first-place votes from the 65-

member national media panel to

maintain its big lead over

UCLA (13-0), which received

three No. 1 votes.

Kansas (11-1) was third, fol-

lowed by Baylor (12-0), which

got the other six first-place

votes.

Duke remained fifth while

Louisville jumped from 10th to

sixth following its 73-70 vic-

tory over Kentucky last week.

Gonzaga is seventh followed

by Kentucky, North Carolina

and Creighton.

West Virginia is again No.

11, followed by Virginia, But-

ler, Wisconsin, Purdue, Indiana,

Xavier, Arizona, Saint Mary's

and Florida State.

The last five ranked teams

are Oregon, Southern Califor-

nia, Cincinnati, Notre Dame

and Florida.

Florida (9-3) returns to the

Top 25 after two weeks out of

the rankings. The Gators come

back in off a 94-71 victory over

Arkansas-Little Rock in their

first game in the renovated O'-

Connell Center. They had

played their first 11 games on

the road or at neutral sites.

South Carolina (9-2) was

ranked for four weeks, reaching

as high as No. 16. The Game-

cocks lost 62-60 last week to in-

state rival Clemson.

Kansas is ranked for the

150th consecutive poll, a streak

that started on Feb. 3, 2009. The

second-longest current streak is

86 polls by Arizona. The all-

time record is 221 consecutive

polls by UCLA from 1966-80.

With the start of conference

play this week, there are six

games featuring two ranked

teams.

On Wednesday, No. 2 UCLA

is at No. 21 Oregon and No. 6

Louisville hosts No. 12 Vir-

ginia. On Friday, No. 21 Ore-

gon hosts No. 22 Southern Cal-

ifornia.

On Saturday, Villanova puts

the No. 1 ranking on the line by

visiting No. 10 Creighton. The

others are No. 6 Louisville host-

ing No. 16 Indiana and No. 20

Florida State is at No. 12 Vir-

ginia.

Villanova Top AP List For Fourth Week At No. 1

Big 12 Basketball Standings and Schedule
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
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With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Optical Perspectives
We’ve MMoved tto oour NNew LLocation

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

TTTaayy lloorr ’’ss     FFaammii llyy     HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday  Thru  Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or MarianneSee Faye Taylor or Angela Wilson

Fun Page tooFun Page too

Answers page 2
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2828 Amherst Ave.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441
Fax 785-776-3787

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

SportsSports

Jordan Willis tries to reflect

on his ample accomplishments

— the unanimous First Team

All-Big 12 selections, the Big

12 Defensive Player of the Year

awards, the All-America nods

— but it’s not easy for him. 

This isn’t because Willis’ list

of recognitions seems to grow

daily and he can’t keep track of

it all, either. Instead, he can’t

keep his mind off of what’s

next: Texas A&M in the 2016

AdvoCare V100 Texas Bowl in

Houston, Texas. 

“I’ve tried to take this time

slow and think about that stuff,

but every time I think about it,

I think about Texas A&M,”

Willis said in the Wildcats’ pre-

bowl press conference last

Tuesday. “You try to take it in,

but, for instance, when we get

out to practice and we run 20

sprints at the end for condition-

ing, I’m going to forget about

all that stuff.” 

Willis, it’s safe to say, is

wired a little bit differently than

most. 

He’s relentless on the field,

yet shy off of it. He spends

about as much time in the

weight room as the equipment,

and his film study habits reflect

that of a certain 77-year-old

head coach. 

“I will probably watch four

or five hours of film by myself,

daily,” Willis, one of K-State’s

captains, said. “That’s just

something I do because I want

to make sure I know every sin-

gle thing I can about my oppo-

nent.” 

In these solo film sessions,

Willis said he keys in on three

players in particular: the center,

guard and quarterback. He

looks for something a little dif-

ferent in each position, but ten-

dencies and weaknesses are

what he’s mainly trying to find. 

“I watch the center to see

what’s going on with the snap,

and then the tackle I also watch

for his steps and stuff like that.

Then the quarterback, if he’s a

mobile guy, I look for where

he’s going to try to set up, is he

going to move to the right or to

the left. Obviously you study

the formations,” said Willis,

named a Third Team All-Amer-

ican by the Associated Press,

the first Wildcat defensive end

to be honored by the AP since

Darren Howard in 1999. “Then

you get deeper and try to study

their body language and see if

they’re giving something

away.”

Willis doesn’t stop at study-

ing K-State’s opponents, either.

The senior defensive end said

he’s watched every single de-

fensive end in the NFL and at

the Division I level at some

point. 

“That’s how much film that I

watch,” he said. “I just try to

take away as much as I can

from other guys.” 

Throughout his life, Willis

has absorbed great qualities

from other people.

Willis credits his parents for

his work ethic, which has

helped him earn high praise

from K-State head coach Bill

Snyder all season. 

“Numerous times I have

shared with our players that Jor-

dan is the epitome of what our

program is all about, somebody

who invests himself,” Snyder

said. “He comes to practice ex-

actly the same way he goes to

the ballgame. If you were un-

aware of the setting, you could-

n’t tell the difference between

what he does on the practice

field and what he does on the

game field. As I’ve said so

many times, he’s a young guy

who gives you his very best

every second of every minute of

every hour of every day of

every week.”

At different points in his

football career, Willis has

worked with Hall of Fame of-

fensive guard Will Shields and

former Wildcat All-American

linebacker Mark Simoneau,

who played 10 years in the NFL

before opening a gym in the

Kansas City area. 

“Being able to go up against

(Shields), a 12-time Pro

Bowler, that gives you confi-

dence to know that I can go up

against anybody. I’m not saying

I was beating him, because I

wasn’t, but to be able to learn

some stuff from him and take it

over into my college game re-

ally was beneficial,” said

Willis, who worked with

Shields while at Rockhurst

High School in Kansas City,

Missouri. “Mark had the same

type of demeanor that Will

Shields had. Both of those

guys, they’re guys who are

going to show up to work,

they’re going to outwork you

and they’re going to be aggres-

sive, physical players on the

field, and that’s some of the

stuff I’ve taken from them.”

For all Willis learned before

K-State, he said the Wildcats’

training program instilled a

new level of toughness in him

and opened his eyes to what it

would take to elevate his game. 

“I’ve learned through our

training program in the offsea-

son to give everything that I’ve

got,” he said. “If you don’t gain

anything from it, obviously

you’re not doing anything

right.” 

As time has shown, Willis

has been doing more right than

wrong.  

He now sits in third in K-

State history for sacks (26.0),

tied for fifth in forced fumbles

(7) and ninth in tackles for loss

(39.5). Entering the 2016 Advo-

Care V100 Texas Bowl against

Texas A&M, Willis has tied K-

State’s single-season sacks

record (11.5) to move him into

seventh on the Big 12’s career

sacks list. 

His performances have

brought increased attention, not

only from opposing teams try-

ing to slow him down but also

from NFL scouts and national

media. Willis, projected as a

high-round draft pick, was also

invited to play in the 68th An-

nual Reese’s Senior Bowl, held

on January 28, when even more

scouts will be paying attention. 

“They would be hard pressed

to find somebody who will in-

vest themselves like that,” Sny-

der said of his message to

prospective NFL teams. “He’s

going to be a highly-successful

young guy in a lot of ways just

because he’s that committed to

doing the best that he can.” 

Watching the NFL as much

as Willis does, he said it’s easy

to daydream about his future as

a professional. Like his time of

personal reflection, this also

doesn’t last long.  

“Honestly, that’s my dream,

so it’s easy to (think about it),

but then again you think about

what’s in front of you and you

try to bring yourself back to the

present,” Willis said. “I’m ex-

cited for what the future holds

for me to continue to keep

doing what I’m doing, but I just

try to bring myself back to the

present.” 

At the present, he’s moti-

vated to replicate the end of K-

State’s 2013 season, when the

Wildcats handled Michigan in

the Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl. 

“Just to see all the seniors

around the hotel, I still remem-

ber that vividly, how excited

that they were,” he said.

“That’s the feeling I want to

feel more than anything.”

Awards and NFL Can Wait, Willis 
Wired for One More K-State Win

Kansas State’s Terrale Johnson (56) directing the offensive line.
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