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The Manhattan City Commission

Suprise: City Tax Going Up
(Editor’s Note: The Tax and
spend Manhattan City
Commission received this
Memo from staff:)
CITY
COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO June 23,
2016
FROM: Hillary Badger,
Assistant Director of Finance
MEETING:
June 28,
2016
SUBJECT:
Overview of 2017 City Budget
and Outside Agency Requests
for 2017 Funding
PRESENTER: H i l l a r y
Badger, Assistant Director of
Finance
BACKGROUND
For the past few years, as part
of the City’s annual budget
process, the City Commission
has reserved a portion of time
during the budget’s consideration for outside agencies to
present their funding request for
the following budget year.
This level of funding has historically provided assistance for
the community through various
community agencies which
offer important services to
Manhattan citizens. The City
Commission has two established advisory boards that review requests and make
recommendations to the Commission regarding their respective responsibilities.
DISCUSSION
The following agencies have
responded to City Administration’s invitation to present their
2017 budget requests to the
City Commission. In order of
their appearance, they include
the Social Service Advisory
Board (SSAB); Special Alcohol
Funds Advisory Committee;
Manhattan Public Library; Flint

Hills Area Transportation
Agency; Downtown Manhattan, Inc.; Manhattan Arts Center; and the Aggieville Business
District. The City also has a
contract with the Manhattan
Area Chamber of Commerce
Convention and Visitors Bureau
for Tourism and Convention
services who will present their
budget request and quarterly
update.
In addition to the requests
from outside agencies, a brief
review and update of the proposed 2017 City Budget also
will be presented. City Administration welcomes additional
direction from the City Commission during these presentations.
The fourth 2017 City budget
work session is scheduled for
July 12, 2016, which is the final
scheduled work session on the

budget. However, at the July
12th work session, City
Administration will need direction regarding funding levels
for budget publication. Keep in
mind that once published, the
total budget can be reduced but
not raised above the published
amount. Please note that July
26th has been ‘reserved’ as an
additional budget work session
if necessary. The public hearing
on the 2017 City Budget and
2017-2022 Capital Improvement Program is scheduled for
the regular City Commission
meeting on
August 16, 2016.
2017 CITY BUDGET
OVERVIEW
Mill Levy Rate - The 2017
tax levy rate proposed by City
Administration to meet the operational requirements of the
City and to fund the budget re-

quests of outside agencies now
stands at 48.681 mills or an increase of 1.730 mills over the
2016 mill levy rate.
The 2017 mill levy would increase by 1.730; however, there
are decreases in the Riley
County Police Department
(0.458 mills), Manhattan Public
Library (0.065), and Bond and
Interest Fund (0.461 mills).
There are mill levy funds that
are targeted to increase in 2017
and those are for city services
(2.714 mills) which include the
General Fund, Employee Benefit Fund, Fire Equipment Reserve Fund, and the Kansas
Police and Fire Fund.
Property Taxes - Property
taxes are proposed to increase
by $1,811,635 for the 2017 City
Budget. Of this amount,
$877,884 represents the growth

in assessed valuation from
Riley and Pottawatomie counties. Keep in mind, of this
amount, an estimated $400,000
is for new construction that is
new to the tax rolls. A total of
$26,257,997 in property taxes is
currently required to support
the 2017 City Budget. The following table reflects the possible property tax impact on a
typical homeowner.
General Fund - The 2017
General Fund budget (the main
operational fund of the City) is
proposed to decrease by
$1,038,005 to $28,788,768 or
3% under the 2016 General
Fund budget. The majority of
this decrease is from the transfer of employer health insurance costs from the General
Fund to the Employee Benefit
Fund.
Outside Services and Agen-

cies - Several outside services
and agencies are funded
through the General Fund. The
2017 budget impacts from these
requests are listed in the table
on the following page. (Please
note that this information is also
in the budget book distributed
at the second budget work session.) In addition, the Special
Alcohol Advisory Committee
will also present their budget
recommendations for agencies
that have applied for 2017 funding (See Enclosure 4).
FINANCING
There are many revenue
sources that make up the 2017
City Budget. However, about
80% of all revenues supporting
the annual City Budget come
from sales taxes, property taxes,
franchise fees, and enterprise
fund charges (water, wastewater, and stormwater).

Dick
Edwards

SALES & SERVICE 785-776-4004
• TOLL FREE 800-257-4004
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Kansas Profile: Conard Family part 1
By Ron Wilson, director of
the Huck Boyd National
Institute for Rural Development at Kansas State
University.
“If you’re looking for fame
and fortune, you may not find
it. But if you’re looking for a
place to serve, you can definitely find it here.” Those
words of wisdom might apply
to many places and types of careers, but in this case, it refers
to a family physician who is
serving rural Kansas and beyond. It’s today’s Kansas Profile.
Shawn Conard is a family
doctor at Minneola District
Hospital in Minneola, Kansas.
Minneola is a rural community
in Clark County, south of

Multimillion-dollar effort on University of Kansas
halls
LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) _
The University of Kansas is
midway through a multimilliondollar project to renovate the
university's eight older scholarship halls.
The halls being renovated
were built between the 1920s
and the 1950s, housing director
Diana Robertson told the
Lawrence
Journal-World
(http://j.mp/28WOijs ).
She said the work includes
overhauling heating, cooling,
plumbing and electrical infrastructure. The work will also include remodeling the halls'
community kitchens as well as
cosmetic updates like new paint
and furniture. The cost to renovate all eight halls is about
$15.3 million.
``This is an aggressive effort
to breathe new life into that infrastructure and keep these halls
viable for another 30 to 40
years,'' she said.
Renovations to four of the
halls were completed in 2014
and 2015, at a cost of about
$1.8 million apiece, Robertson
said. Others are scheduled for
2017 and 2018.
This summer, work is underway at the university's two oldest scholarship halls: Miller,
built in 1927, and Watkins, built
in 1926. Project costs are estimated at $2 million for Miller
and $2.1 million for Watkins,
according to the university's
capital improvement plan.

Dodge City.
Shawn grew up in Hays and
went to K-State. He got involved with Intervarsity Christian Fellowship where he went
on a mission trip with a young
woman named Gayly. Their relationship flourished and the
two were wed.
Shawn attended medical
school at KUMC and became
part of a pilot program for Primary Care in which he was
placed in McPherson with Dr.
Thomas. He then “matched” at
Via Christi Family Medicine
where they taught full scope
family practice including obstetrics.
After graduation, he and
Gayly moved to west Texas
where he worked in family
practice and emergency room
duty. After their first two children were born, they wanted to
move closer to their families in
Kansas and began searching for
jobs.
While in residency, Shawn
had met Dr. Marc Stephens, a
faculty member at Via Christi.
Marc’s father was Dr. Charles
Stephens, a highly regarded
family doctor who practiced for
more than 50 years in the community of Minneola.
Dr.
Charles Stephens and another
son, Dr. Todd Stephens, began
recruiting Shawn to Minneola.
“The breadth of practice was incredible,” Shawn said.
In this practice, the physicians had a tradition of working
in the mission field overseas.
“They were a great group of
doctors and wonderful mentors,” Shawn said. “They taught
me that our faith is key to practicing and thriving in medi-

cine.”
Today, Shawn is one of two
doctors in the practice along
with several mid-level assistants. They plan to expand the
staff so that, this fall, they
would have three physician assistants and three nurse practitioners. The Minneola District
Hospital is considered a critical
access rural health clinic.
Being a rural doctor can be
very demanding. Most Kansas
counties are considered medically underserved. Shawn said
that one of the advantages of
being in a practice like this is
that he can concentrate on medicine while the hospital takes
care of the paperwork. “Paperwork requirements are getting
greater everyday,” Shawn said.
“Fortunately, we have a great
CEO, Deb Bruner.”
Dr. Stephen’s son Todd later
moved to Wichita to join the
faculty of Via Christi. He
started a program called The International Medical Fellowship,
under which two to four family
practice residents will go overseas and practice for six months
in Africa, and then come back
to the states to study in rotations
such as trauma, orthopedics, infectious disease and public
health.
The program brings lifechanging experiences. “It really prepares you for the variety
of things you face in rural medicine,” Shawn said. “These residents also provide locums to
cover our hospital and ER here,
among other towns, which
helps pay for the program.”
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and retain rural doctors?
“There is hope, for those who
want to serve,” Shawn said.
“But it takes staying power.
You can’t just train the doctor,
you need to prepare the spouse
too,” he said. “Job creation is
really important so that there’s
a place for the spouse.”
Shawn sees the joys and
challenges of rural practice
firsthand. After all, he’s located in the town of Minneola,
population 721 people. Now,
that’s rural.
“If you’re looking for fame
and fortune, you may not find
it. But if you’re looking for a
place to serve, you can definitely find it here.” We commend Shawn Conard for
sharing those words and for
making a difference with his
service in rural Kansas as well
as in the mission field.
And there’s more. The
Conard family has adopted
children from China, including
three with special needs. They
are now experiencing a breakthrough that is helping their
daughter. We’ll learn about that
next week.
For the Huck Boyd National
Institute for Rural Development, this is Ron Wilson with
Kansas Profile.

Help Wanted
Nutrition Coordinator wanted at the Riley County
Senior’ Service Center. Outgoing, enthusiastic person,
who is willing to host seniors and volunteers, coordinate meal services and file monthly reports. 6 hours
per day M-F. Pick up application at or send resume to
401 Houston, Manhattan, Ks 66502 Call 1-800-4322703 for information. EOE/AA

Boots,
Work
Boots, and
Stetson
Hats
785-776-7467
1019 Hustetler Dr.
Manhattan, Ks

Can health care be sustained
in rural Kansas? Can we attract

Pony Express Cafe
U.S 36 and KS 148
Open
Sunday 7 am - 2 pm
Closed Monday
Tuesday - Friday 6 am - 2 pm
Saturday - 6 am - 8 am
Sunday Lunch Buffet 11 am - 2 pm
785-337-2270

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
Free Estimates
• General Construction
• Roofing
• Renovation & Remodeling
• Siding • Concrete Work
• Foundation Repair
• Metal Buildings
• Sheetrock Repair

Roger Seymour
Phone 785-537-4447

785-577-0538 or 316-295-8871
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Kansas facing bigger fights over schools after funding
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) —
Kansas is bracing for more contentious legal and political
fights over education funding
even after legislators approved
a narrow, short-term fix to satisfy a court mandate and avoid
a threatened shutdown of the
state’s public schools.
Having directed lawmakers
to make education funding
fairer to poor areas, the Kansas
Supreme Court will next consider the larger issue of whether
the state spends enough overall
on its schools. The justices
could rule by early next year; a
trial-court panel said the state
must increase its annual aid by
at least $548 million.
Republican
Gov.
Sam
Brownback and the GOP-dominated Legislature’s leaders already have committed to
rewriting school funding laws
next year. Besides overhauling
how money is distributed
among the state’s 286 local districts, they also want to rethink
academic standards and use

state funds to improve students’
performance.
Kansas is likely to remain
mired in the budget problems
that have plagued it since
Brownback persuaded lawmakers to slash personal income
taxes in 2012 and 2013. Any
large increase in school spending — whether to comply with
a court order or smooth the way
for a new funding formula —
would require lawmakers to reconsider his signature tax cuts.
“We will have a challenging
time with all of those things
going on at once,” said state
Rep. Russ Jennings, a moderate
Republican from Lakin in
southwest Kansas. “Get your
popcorn. Grab a seat. The circus
will be back in town.”
Legislators wrapped up a
two-day special session Friday
after approving a plan to increase aid to poor school districts by $38 million.
Brownback called the session
to respond to a state Supreme

Court ruling last month that the
education funding system remained unfair to poor school
districts, despite three rounds of
changes in education finance
laws in three years. The justices
warned that schools might not
be able to reopen after June 30
if lawmakers didn’t make more
changes.
The total spending at issue
was less than 1 percent of the
more than $4 billion a year
Kansas already spends on its
schools. Lawmakers cobbled
together a bipartisan plan to divert funds from other corners of
state government to avoid an
overall increase in state spending.
Kansas has been in and out of
legal battles over education
funding for decades, as have
other states, most notably New
Jersey. The latest round in
Kansas began with a lawsuit
filed in 2010 by the Dodge City,
Hutchinson, Wichita and
Kansas City, Kansas, districts.
Amid the litigation, Republi-

TransCanada seeks
$15B for rejection of
Keystone pipeline
LINCOLN, Neb. — The
company that proposed the
Keystone XL pipeline is seeking $15 billion in damages from
the federal government after the
Obama administration rejected
the Canada-to-Texas project, a
company spokesman said Monday.
TransCanada Inc. filed a request for arbitration Friday
under the North American Free
Trade Agreement, arguing that
the State Department’s actions
led the company to believe the
project would win approval.
Obama rejected a federal permit
for the project in November,
saying it would have undercut
the nation’s reputation as a
global leader on addressing climate change.
The Calgary-based company
argues that it moved forward
with the project under the assumption that it would win approval, given numerous federal
reviews and the government’s
approval of the original Keystone pipeline. It also alleges
that the administration rejected
the project to bolster its environmental credentials.
“TransCanada has been unjustly deprived of the value of
its multi-billion dollar investment by the U.S. Administration’s arbitrary and unjustified
denial,” company spokesman

Mark Cooper said. “It is our re- Sierra Club’s executive director.
sponsibility to take the actions
“TransCanada filed this
we deem appropriate to protect
NAFTA challenge as a bullying
our rights.”
tactic,” said Jane Kleeb, execuThe pipeline would have car- tive director of the anti-pipeline
ried 830,000 barrels of crude oil group Bold Nebraska.
per day from Hardisty, Alberta,
in Canada to Steele City, Nebraska, where it would have
connected to existing pipelines
running south to Gulf Coast refineries. The final route would
have run through Montana,
South Dakota, Nebraska,
Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas.

can legislators last year junked
the state’s 1990s-era per-pupil
funding formula in favor of predictable grants to districts that
allowed lawmakers to better
control state spending. But
GOP leaders never intended the
grant system to continue beyond June 2017.
“We need to get some permanent structure in school finance,” said state Senate
Majority Leader Terry Bruce, a
conservative Nickerson Republican.
Drafting a new funding formula ratchets up regional tensions, as lawmakers from
different areas scramble to prevent their schools from seeing
their aid redistributed else-

where.
The state Supreme Court has
ruled that the Kansas Constitution requires legislators to finance a suitable education for
all children, whether they live
in rich and poor areas. The
state’s funding system can’t
allow wealthy districts to get
too far ahead of poorer ones, the
court has said.
“We have solved the equity
problem, but there is still work
to do to establish a school finance formula that provides adequate funding,” said state
House Minority Leader Tom
Burroughs, a Kansas City Democrat.
Education funding debates
often pit poor districts and

small, rural ones against affluent districts in the Kansas City
suburbs of Johnson County, the
state’s most populous county.
Educators across the state
argue that regional tensions
would ease if Kansas increased
its overall spending on schools.
But Brownback, who blames
the state’s ongoing fiscal woes
on larger regional and national
economic issues, said the
budget will remain “very tight.”
Dayna Miller, a Republican
business owner who serves on
school board for the 2,500-student Basehor-Linwood district
west of Kansas City, said: “We
should be looking at revenues
and how to increase those.”

It’s time for a change.
If you send the old
faces back to Topeka
you will have the
same old results.
GRIDLOCK
STANLEY
HOERMAN

IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE.
Manhattan’s 66th Distrct

Advertising paid for by Stanley Hoerman

A
State
Department
spokesman said the agency
doesn’t comment on pending
litigation.
The $8 billion pipeline, first
announced in 2008, faced numerous roadblocks from environmental groups, as well as
some landowners where it
would have crossed.
Pipeline opponents said the
claim highlights a problem with
NAFTA as well as the proposed
Tran-Pacific Partnership, which
Congress has yet to ratify. Both
allow foreign companies to
challenge domestic laws in
front of international arbitration
panels, and could be used to circumvent federal environmental
rules, said Michael Brune, the
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Supreme Court Federalizes ‘Any Robbery,’
Shows Old Statute Is Ready for Change
Heritage Foundation
Robbery is a crime in every
state, and no one argues that it
should not be. But should any
local robbery also be a federal
crime? Although the Supreme
Court’s opinion in Taylor v.
United States says that now it
is, significant constitutional and
policy considerations beg to differ.
Taylor v. United States
David Taylor was involved in
two gang-related home robberies in the Roanoke, Virginia,
area. Although he robbed two
marijuana dealers intent on
stealing their drugs and drug
proceeds, he wound up with
only two cell phones, $40 in
cash, some jewelry, and one
marijuana cigarette. He was
prosecuted and convicted under
the Hobbs Act, which proscribes “robbery or extortion”
that “obstructs, delays, or affects” any “commerce over
which the United States has jurisdiction.”
The Supreme Court affirmed
that conviction based on its
prior holding in Gonzales v.
Raich (2005): The federal government has jurisdiction over
marijuana, the marijuana trade,
and its intrastate aspects.
Gonzalez came as one in a
long series of cases, dating back
to 1942, which stretched the
federal government’s constitutional authority to “regulate
commerce … among the several states” to reach any conduct that might “in the

aggregate” “substantially affect” interstate commerce.
According to Justice Samuel
Alito’s opinion of the court,
Taylor’s robbery is a federal
rather than a state crime because he targeted a thing, marijuana, which is federally
regulated by virtue of its connection to interstate commerce.
It therefore follows as a simple matter of logic that a robber
who affects or attempts to affect
even the intrastate sale of marijuana grown within the State affects or attempts to affect
commerce over which the
United States has jurisdiction.
Justice Thomas Dissents,
Constitutional Concerns
As Justice Clarence Thomas
noted in his lone dissent, because virtually everything is
federally regulated, the federal
government might now “regulate any robbery” (“as a simple
matter of logic”). In Thomas’s
view, permitting the federal
government to police “simple
home robbery” would “encroach on States’ traditional police powers to define the
criminal law and to protect …
their citizens,” and otherwise
“subvert basic principles of federalism and dual sovereignty.”
For Justice Thomas, the Hobbs
Act, properly interpreted,
would touch upon local robbery
“only when that particular robbery ‘obstructs, delays, or affects’ interstate commerce.”
Former Attorney General

Edwin Meese III has detailed a
number of excellent reasons (in
addition to the ones found in the
Constitution) “for keeping the
federal government out of local
law enforcement.”
Policy Concerns
Federal involvement in local
law enforcement is unnecessary
because, like federal carjacking
and arson laws, robbery and extortion are crimes in every state
and those state laws are routinely enforced. Moreover, federal involvement comes at a
steep price. Overworked federal
judges, far outnumbered by
their state counterparts, need
not take up the dockets of local
criminal trial judges. Likewise,
agents and lawyers in the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
the Department of Justice have
more than enough work without
the addition of every local robbery case in the country.
The involvement of federal
law enforcement agencies in
local crimes from around the
country will result in selective
prosecution and disparate enforcement and punishment.
Meese warns:
Federal officials determine,
usually on the basis of political
factors, whether they will get
involved in a case. The fact that
the laws are on the books allows them to do so at whatever
whim they may decide to get involved.
Making local crime a federal
issue “shifts accountability”

and “confuses the citizens as to
who is in charge. They don’t
know to talk to their local chief
of police, the local sheriff, their
local legislator, or to write their
congressman when Congress
keeps proclaiming that it is
solving the crime problem or
the president says he is the one
who is putting 100,000 police
officers on the street.
Taylor Shows the Hobbs
Act Must Change
The Hobbs Act punishes
conduct that was already crim-

inal in every state. Congress
had created the Hobbs Act regardless of its superfluity in
order to end a New York teamsters union’s highway robbery
spree.
Congress could take the
court’s opinion in Taylor as a
sign that the Hobbs Act could
be amended before any of the
potentially harmful constitutional and policy consequences
are realized.
To both keep the act on the
books and keep federal law enforcement’s workload manage-

able, Congress could impose a
minimum amount requirement
for federal prosecution similar
to those found in the federal
theft statutes. Regardless of
congressional action, the attorney general could direct the
U.S. attorneys to stop prosecuting small stakes crimes. After
all, as Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg observed, “It’s very odd
that this is a Federal case. I
mean, they—in fact, they took,
what, a couple of cell phones,
$40?” The federal government
has bigger fish to fry.

Obama threatens to veto
GOP-backed bill on Zika virus aid
WASHINGTON (AP) _ The
White House Thursday promised that President Barack
Obama would veto the long-delayed response of the Republican-controlled Congress to the
president's request for fighting
the Zika virus, saying it provided too little money and contained too many partisan
provisions.
The $1.1 billion measure had
already appeared sure to die in
the Senate next at the hands of
filibustering Democrats backing Obama's $1.9 billion request and opposing spending
cuts that House Republicans
added to the measure.
White House spokesman
Eric Schultz says if the measure

does pass the Senate, Obama
will veto it.
``One party doesn't just huddle in the corner, come up with
an ideological bill and then
throw up their hands,'' Schultz
said.
The bleak fate of the compromise worked out by House and
Senate Republicans seemed
certain, and it was unclear what
alternative might emerge, given
the hard feelings surrounding
the issue and the short timetable
ahead.
The Zika plan came out late
Wednesday and won approval
in the House hours later. That
vote came amid a Democratic
floor protest of GOP inaction on
gun legislation. Republican

leaders called the Zika vote
abruptly, permitted no debate
and immediately adjourned
through July 4.
The result was more of the
partisanship that has dogged the
Zika proposal from the start and
raised questions about whether
lawmakers will manage to approve any assistance in the
short time left before they leave
Washington in mid-July for the
political conventions.
The measure matches a bipartisan $1.1 billion figure
adopted by the Senate last
month to fight the virus, which
can cause grave defects and can
be transmitted by mosquitoes
and sexual contact.
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How Congress Should
Seize the Brexit Opportunity
Heritage Foundation
This week, the people of
Britain won a major victory for
democracy and sovereignty by
voting to leave the European
Union.
Many on the left, along with
their allies in the media, are predicting that this Brexit will lead
to economic disaster for Britain,
if not all of Europe and the rest
of the world. These doomsayers
should take a deep breath and a
fresh look at the reality of the
situation beyond the initial disruptions caused by this momentous decision.

said his successor should decide
when and how to trigger Article
50 of the Treaty on European
Union. And even after the next
prime minister is elected, Article 50 provides a two-year
process for Britain to negotiate
both its own terms for leaving
the EU and new trade deals
with the rest of the world, including the United States.

That is what the United
States should be doing now to
support the people of Britain as
they continue the work of disentangling themselves from the
clutches of the EU’s centralized
power structure in Brussels. We
To hear many American should be doing everything we
elites talk about the Brexit deci- can to negotiate new treaties
sion, you would think the EU is with Britain to ensure a smooth,
the equivalent of Europe’s ver- prosperous, and secure transision of the North American tion for both countries.
Free Trade Agreement—a liberPrior to the Brexit vote, Presalized commercial area for a
small group of foreign nations ident Barack Obama indicated
in close geographic proximity he wants to go a different path.
designed to facilitate economic Earlier this year, he threatened
cooperation. But it is much Britain that they would have to
go to “the back of the queue” in
more than that.
any trade negotiations with the
By submitting to the EU, United States if they were to
Britons have been subjected to vote to leave the EU. This threat
the laws, decisions, and regula- was ill-advised at the time and
tions of a centralized legisla- would be harmful to both counture, court, and bureaucracy tries if adhered to going forlocated in a distant capital and ward.
Instead, Congress should
out of touch with the local
needs and priorities of the peo- pass new legislation both reple—an arrangement that many quiring the United States to
Americans would recognize as honor our current agreements
similar to our own over-central- with the United Kingdom until
ized, unaccountable federal new bilateral agreements can be
negotiated, and directing the
government.
U.S. trade representative to
Moreover, the Brexit vote begin negotiations on new bilatonly begins the process of eral agreements as soon as posBritain leaving the EU. When sible. There is no better way to
announcing his resignation, honor America’s special relaPrime Minister David Cameron tionship with Great Britain.

Behind the support for Brexit and
Trump: Economic resentment
WASHINGTON (AP) _ The
United Kingdom's stunning
vote to leave the European
Union was driven by much of
the same sentiment that fueled
Donald Trump's insurgent
march toward the Republican
presidential nod: a rejection of
economic globalization and the
elites who favor it by those who
feel left behind.
Many economists warn that
the British vote to leave the EU,
dubbed ``Brexit,'' could cripple
that nation's economy _ just as
many say Trump's ideas would
stifle U.S. growth or even trigger another recession.
Millions of voters have defied those concerns. The Brexit
vote and Trump's widespread
support reflect a sweeping rejection of expert opinion in advanced countries. Yet that
rejection itself could raise the
likelihood of further economic
harm, some economists warn.
``At some level it is a cry of
frustration but one that could
end up hurting an already economically harmed part of the
population,'' says Eswar Prasad,
an economics professor at Cornell University and former official at the International
Monetary Fund. ``That is the remarkable irony here.''
At first glance, the U.K. and

U.S. economies look comparatively healthy. Both have low
unemployment rates. Both have
recovered from the Great Recession better than either continental Europe or Japan. Yet in
both countries, those figures
conceal underlying weaknesses.
David Blanchflower, an economics professor at Dartmouth
University and a former policymaker at the Bank of England,
says average weekly pay in the
U.K., adjusted for inflation, remains 7 percent below its most
recent peak, reached in 2008.
Stark regional differences are
also evident in both countries.
London has boomed in recent
years along with its thriving financial sector, and home prices
in the city have soared. By contrast, steel plants and coal mines
have closed in Northern England and Wales.
A similar economic divergence is visible in the United
States: Thriving technology
startups have invigorated a
handful of cities such as San
Francisco, Seattle and Denver.
But jobs and incomes have
grown more slowly in other
metro areas and in rural areas.
``It's like Trump going to
West Virginia and saying it's all
going to be great,'' Blanchflower said. ``Trump can't help
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Department, for Separation
from County Service, effective
July 5, 2016.
Discuss Intergovernmental
MOUS]
Luncheon for Monday, June
County Commissioner Boyd, 27th
Wells, Wilson
12.
Board of Riley
Sign a Tax Roll Correction County Commissioners - Regufor Manhattan Town Center
lar Meeting - Jun 16, 2016 8:30
Move to approve the Tax AM
Roll Correction for Manhattan
Move to approve the minTown Center (204-18-2-80-01- utes.
001.00-0) for tax year 2015.
R E S U LT : A C C E P T E D
This results in a decrease in tax [UNANIMOUS]
dollars of $36,418.56.
County
Commissioner
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson
13. Tentative Agenda
Press Conference TopicsDisAppoint Nathan Klocke to cuss Press Conference
the Road and Bridge Advisory
Board and Approve the ResoluLarry Couchman - Update on
tion
Stampede
Move to appoint Nathan
9:00 AM
Klocke to the Road and Bridge
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Advisory Board and approve Director/County Engineer
“Resolution No. 062016-26, A
15. Carson Sewer District
Resolution appointing a repre- Rates Work Session
sentative to the Road and
Hobson discussed the Carson
Bridge Advisory Board”.
Sewer District proposed rates
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] and budget.
County Commissioner Boyd,
The Board agreed by consenWells, Wilson
sus to approve the proposed
budget and rate structure as preShared Leave Donation sented and instruct the Public
Form(s)
Works Department to submit a
Move to approve the Shared Resolution officially establishLeave Donation Forms.
ing the District’s rates.
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
16. Nelson’s Landing Sewer
County Commissioner Boyd, Line
Wells, Wilson
Hobson discussed the ownership of the Nelson’s Landing
Sign Riley County Personnel sewer line. Hobson said the
Action Form(s)
property owners in Nelson’s
The Board of County Com- Landing own the system. Hobmissioners signed a Riley son stated the City of ManhatCounty Personnel Action Form tan has agreed to pay 50% of
Valerie Allen, an On Call Juve- the cost of cleaning and taking
nile Intake Officer, in the ComSee Page 10
munity
Corrections

Riley County Minutes Are Light On Detail
County
Officials
-Sunday 06.19.16
-after church addressed correspondence and preparation
material and spoke with each
of my boys who telephoned Father’s Day wishes.
-attended the Fancy Creek
Range activities for various
local groups and several from
outside our community. I discussed challenges the range
faces with the staff and conversed with the participants.
The range brings in significant
activity and economic stimulus
to the north portion of our community and is an asset worthy
of promoting.

Riley County
Commissioners
The District 1 Commissioner is Ben Wilson.
The District 2 Commissioner is Robert
Boyd, Jr. The District
3 Commissioner is Ron
Wells. Mr. Wells

Riley County
Clerk
Rich Vargo
The County Clerk’s Office handles many administrative duties for
Riley County
110 Courthouse Plaza
1st Floor, Rm B118
Manhattan, KS 66502
Ph: 785-537-6300
Ph: 785-565-6200
Fx: 785-537-6394

Riley County
Attorney
Barry Wilkerson
Carnegie Building
105 Courthouse Plaza
Manhattan, KS 66502
Ph: 785-537-6390
Fx: 785-537-6334

County
Treasurer
Shilo Heger

Riley County Minutes
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month:
The minutes for years did not cost the county extra. They
were produced using Word. A new program now costs
$700 per month.
Board of Riley County
Commissioners Regular
Meeting
Minutes
June 20, 2016
115 North 4th Street Manhattan, KS 66502
Commission Chambers
8:30 AM
8:30 AMCall to Order

County Office Building
110 Courthouse Plaza
1st Floor
Manhattan, KS 66502
Ph: 785-537-6320
Fx: 785-537-6326

Debbie Regester
Register of
Deeds
County Office Building
110 Courthouse Plaza
2nd Floor, Rm B202
Manhattan,
Kansas
66502
Ph: 785-537-6340
Fx: 785-537-6343

Clancy Holeman
County
Counselor
Courthouse Plaza East
115 N 4th Street
3rd Floor, West
Manhattan, KS 66502
Ph: 785-565-6844
Fx: 785-565-6847

Riley County Police Department
1001 South Seth Child
Road
(785) 537-2112

Dial 911

Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comments
Heger said the Department of
Revenue announced the motor
vehicle registration fees will be
increasing by $3.25, which will
delay renewal notices. Heger
said she would like to make the
announcement at 9:30 today
during the press conference.

Friday 06.17.16
-Chaired the Flint Hills Regional Council’s 2016 Legislative update and regular council
meeting at the Manhattan City
Commission room.
Senator Longbine, Representatives Tom Phillips and Susie
Swanson gave individual analysis of the 2016 Legislative session and their insights into the
future legislative efforts. The
State’s financial condition continues to erode with economic
output ranking at the very bottom of all states. The complexion of our next legislature is
unclear as are the prospects of
addressing these pressing issues
of funding our state’s operation
and infrastructure. The Council
addressed the body’s bylaws regarding election of officers to
align the group’s term of service to adjustments in the state’s
election policies. Our current
officers will continue in their
positions till February 2017
while election of new officers
will take place at the January
2017 meeting. Staff will construct an amendment to our bylaws to reflect such. The
Council also scheduled a strategic planning retreat for August
19.
-met with local business
leaders to discuss local issues.

Commission Comments
Commission Comments
Wilson’s Comments:
Thursday I met with a local
bank executive to discuss political issues as well as services
the bank provides that he believes can save the County
some money. Afterwards I attended the RCPD retirement reception.
Friday I helped with another
Meals on Wheels delivery.
Saturday I staffed a table at
K-State Freshman Orientation
and Enrollment.
Saturday 06.18.16
Sunday I celebrated Father’s
-volunteered to staff the RoDay at home with my wonder- tary Club’s ice cream concesful father.
sion at the Juneteenth
celebration at the Manhattan
Boyd’s Comments:
City Park. Our group provided
Thursday 06.16.16
free ice cream treats to children
-met with RCPD Director and asked for donations from
Schoen to discuss issues of ad- adults. It was rewarding to see
ministration and the process to the kids beam at their treats
address such.
while the generosity of our citi-attended the retirement re- zens was very gratifying; we
ception for Lt. Diahann Frazier are a giving community.
a Corrections Officer.
-toured the Juneteenth as-met with local business semblage and sampled the grill
leader to discuss opportunities offerings, RCPD’s team effort
in our community’s future.
was outstanding.

Wells’ Comments:
Wells said on Friday he had
some complaints about the dust
on the gravel roads and how
quickly the gravel crumbles.
Wells stated he did tour some
roads of which were a concern.
Wells said on Saturday an
out of town gentleman called
about several lots on the tax
sale and asked about reducing
the penalties and interest on the
properties so he could pay the
taxes. Wells said he gave the
request to the County Counselor to contact the gentleman.
Business Meeting
Laurie Harrison application
to Kansas IMT
Harrison said Kansas has Incident Management Teams and
would like to be appointed by
becoming a member.
Move to approve Laurie
Harrison
as
an
IMT
member.RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Grant of Permanent Easement and Temporary Construction Easement for GreenRandolph Road Bridge
Move to approve the Grant
of Permanent Easement with
Steven L. Hanson and Kristi L.
Hanson for Green-Randolph
Road.
ADOPTED[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Move to approve the Temporary Construction Easement
with Steven L. Hanson and
Kristi L. Hanson for GreenRandolph Road.
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign On Line Access Agreements for: Charlson & Wilson
and Alpha Title, LLC
Move to sign Renewal of
Online Access Agreements for
Charlson & Wilson and Alpha
Title, LLC.
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Contract for Riley County
Public Works Salt Building Extension with DJ Carpenter
Building Systems
Move to approve the contract with DJ Carpenter Building Systems in the amount of
$289,843.00 for the Riley
County Public Works Salt
Building Extension Project.
ADOPTED
[UNANI-

Hometown Cafe
Barnes, Ks
785-763-4560
Breakfast & Lunch Specials
New Summer Hours
Mon-Sat. 7:00 am - 7 pm - Sunday 10 am - 2 pm
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Gun Control Proposals Could
Endanger Constitutional Rights
By David B. Rivkin Jr. and government action by setting people adjudged “mentally de- very long list, with entries of tained about 47,000 names in relating to terrorism. The
the procedures the government fective” and those dishonorably varying quality. As of July 2013, is subject to the same amendment does provide that a
Andrew M. Grossman
must observe when it seeks to discharged from the military. 2014, the main list contained shortcomings. Individuals are frustrated buyer may bring a
CATO Institute
In the aftermath of horrific
terrorist massacres such as the
Orlando nightclub shooting, the
natural impulse of the American
people is to ask what the government can do to prevent such
tragedies. Securing public
safety is indeed the government’s most important job;
keeping guns away from terrorists has obvious value. But this
must be done in a way that
complies with the Constitution.
This admonition has animated much of the recent debate about the rules governing
National Security Agency surveillance of suspected terrorists.
Regrettably, it has not been embraced in the gun control debate
unfolding in the aftermath of
Orlando.
Yet the Constitution’s dueprocess protections are the vital
safeguard of individual liberty
and mitigate against arbitrary

deprive an individual of a given
substantive right.
Constitutionally “appropriate” procedure varies based on
the importance of the right at
issue and the risk of an erroneous deprivation of that right,
and the government’s interest.
For example, while government
officials may commit a person
who is dangerous to himself or
others on an emergency basis, a
judicial determination of the validity of the commitment must
follow. Law enforcement officers may arrest a person they
believe to be guilty of a crime,
but the person who has been arrested is entitled to appear before a judge.
Our legal traditions spell out
the process that is due for the
categories of people currently
denied the right to keep and
bear arms. Those include felons
and those charged with felonies,

The unifying factor is that people subject to these bars have all
received their day in court.
But that’s not the case with
the new gun control proposals.
One proposal is to block gun
sales to those named on the terrorist watch list maintained by
the FBI’s Terrorist Screening
Center. The list, however, is entirely unsuited to that task.
According to National Counterterrorism Center guidance,
agencies can add someone to
the list based on a “reasonable
suspicion” or “articulable evidence” that the person is a
“known or suspected terrorist.”
Listings can be based on anything from civilian tips and social-media postings to actual
government investigations. The
guidance makes clear that “irrefutable evidence or concrete
facts are not necessary.”
The predictable result is a

about 800,000 names. More
than 40 percent are designated as having “no recognized
terrorist group affiliation.” This
kind of list may be valuable for
prioritizing counterterrorism
activities, supporting investigations and determining where
additional scrutiny may be
warranted, such as with visa
applications.
However, the watch list was
never intended to be used to
punish listed individuals by depriving them of their constitutionally protected rights. And,
legally, it is unsuitable for that
task. While there is an administrative redress process to remove a name from the list,
there is no judicial review, no
hearing and not even notification of whether a request was
granted or denied, much less
the grounds of the decision.
The no-fly list, which con-

Governor Brownback Signs
School Funding Bill
TOPEKA, Kan. — Kansas
Gov. Sam Brownback signed
legislation Monday to increase
aid to poor school districts, an
action that meets a court mandate and ends a threat that the
state’s public schools might
shut down.
The bill, which takes effect
Friday, increases poor districts’
state funding $38 million for
2016-17 by diverting funds
from other parts of the state
budget. It also redistributes
some funds from wealthier districts in line with a state
Supreme Court ruling last
month.
The court said the state’s
school funding system remains
unfair to poor districts, despite
three rounds of changes in the
past three years. Lawmakers
had until Thursday to make further changes, and the court had
said that schools might not reopen if no action was taken.

The measure had broad, bipartisan support when the Republican-dominated Legislature
passed it last week during a
two-day special session. Both
legislative staffers and the Republican governor moved with
unusual speed because of the
deadline; some bills aren’t
signed until 20 days after their
final passage.
“It keeps the schools open,”
Brownback said after signing
the measure. “Now we can
move on forward on other issues that the state faces.”
Despite the measure, Kansas
faces more legal and political
battles over education funding.
The Supreme Court could rule
early next year on a lower-court
panel’s decision on whether the
state must increase its annual
spending on schools by at least
$548 million. And Republican

leaders have committed the
Legislature to writing a new finance formula next year.
The court’s ruling last month
came in a lawsuit filed in 2010
by the Dodge City, Hutchinson,
Wichita, and Kansas City,
Kansas, school districts. Within
a half-hour of the signing, their
attorneys and the state’s
lawyers filed a joint statement
with the state Supreme Court
telling it that the legislation satisfies the court’s demands for
fairly distributed education
funds.
“We’ve got this chapter behind us,” said John Robb, an attorney representing the four
districts suing the state. But he
called the issue of whether the
state spends enough money on
its schools overall “the main
course” of the lawsuit.

The bill increases aid by less
than 1 percent of the more than
$4 billion a year the state already spends. But the Supreme
Court has ruled repeatedly that
the Kansas Constitution requires legislators to finance a
suitable education for all children, whether they live in rich
or poor areas.
Kansas has struggled to balance its budget since Republican legislators slashed personal
income taxes in 2012 and 2013
at Brownback’s urging in an effort to stimulate the economy.
Those ongoing budget problems prompted lawmakers to
boost aid to poor districts without increasing overall state
spending, tapping sources such
as motor vehicle fees and funds
from a national legal settlement
with tobacco companies in the
1990s.

never informed why they’ve
been listed and have no opportunity for a hearing before a
neutral judge to clear their
names. In court filings, the government has explained that the
list represents officials’ “predictive judgments” about who may
pose a threat. Whatever the
merits of that approach as applied to the eligibility for air
travel, it falls far short of the
kind of concrete proof and procedure necessary to deprive a
person of a constitutionally protected right.
Even narrower approaches
being bandied about raise similar concerns. For example, an
amendment by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) would authorize the attorney general to block
a firearms sale if the attorney
general determined that the
buyer was engaged in conduct

lawsuit in federal court to challenge a denial. But its text suggests that this is just window
dressing: The attorney general
may withhold the evidence underlying the denial from the
plaintiff, placing the burden on
the plaintiff to prove his innocence by rebutting evidence
that he’s never seen.
Those agitating for firearms
restrictions now should understand that the precedent they set
is a dangerous one that extends
far beyond the realm of the Second Amendment. If the government’s say-so is sufficient to
block a gun sale — thereby
abridging a right enumerated in
the Constitution, with little or
no ability for redress — what
right wouldn’t be at risk of arbitrary deprivation, particularly
among the powerless?

Abortion clinic restrictions on hold in Kansas
WICHITA, Kan. — Abortion
opponents vowed to keep fighting in the wake of a U.S.
Supreme Court ruling on Monday that struck down Texas’
strict regulations of abortion
clinics that closely mirror regulations currently on hold in a
Kansas court.
The nation’s highest court
held that the Texas regulations
are medically unnecessary and
unconstitutionally limit a
woman’s right to an abortion.
Texas rules require abortion
providers to have admitting
privileges at nearby hospitals
and force clinics to meet hospital-like standards for outpatient
care.
Kansas lawmakers passed
similar requirements in 2011,
but that law has been temporarily blocked pending trial in
Shawnee County.
“We are disappointed in the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but the
Governor will continue the
fight to make Kansas a pro-life
state,” Eileen Hawley, spokeswoman for Gov. Sam Brownback, said in an email.
Kansas Attorney General
Derek Schmidt’s office said

through a spokeswoman only
that it was reviewing the ruling.
Monday’s decision was
lauded in Kansas by abortion
rights supporters who contend it
clearly tells legislatures that
such laws are unconstitutional.
Abortion opponents contend the
decision jeopardizes women’s
health.
Kansas has four clinics offering abortion services.
The abortion rights group
Trust Women opened a clinic in
2013 in the same Wichita facility where abortion provider
George Tiller once practiced
before he was murdered in 2009
by an anti-abortion zealot. Trust
Women plans to open another
clinic this summer in Oklahoma
City.
Julie Burkhart, the group’s
founder and chief executive officer, said abortion rights supporters hope the Kansas court
will now look at the ruling the
U.S. Supreme Court issued and
will set aside the state law, noting the high court was clear the
provisions requiring hospital
admitting privileges and strict
surgical standards are unconstitutional.
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Former Kansas governors unite against Brownback, supporters
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) —
Four former Kansas governors
lashed out at the state's current
top administrator on Friday
over tax policies they believe
have thrown the state into a fiscal nosedive and threaten its future.
Republicans Bill Graves and
Mike Hayden joined Democrats
Kathleen Sebelius and John
Carlin in declaring the upcoming elections the most important

See the graph on page 8 to see how
these Tax and Spend Governors did
when they were in office.
in state history. The four also
have formed a political organization, the Save Kansas Coalition, to educate residents about
how Gov. Sam Brownback's
policies have hurt the state, the

governors said in a letter to residents seeking financial support.Several former statewide
office holders, including Democrats, moderate Republicans
and Independents, also are part

of the coalition.
"It's time to acknowledge the
experiment has failed," said
Hayden, who was governor
from 1987 to 1991. "Being a
Kansas conservative used to
mean paying off debt, balancing
the budget and not running up
bills our grandchildren would
be expected to pay."
Kansas has struggled to balance
its budget since Republican leg-

islators slashed personal income taxes at Brownback's urging in 2012 and 2013 in an
effort to stimulate the economy.
While even some GOP lawmakers have acknowledged that
the tax cuts didn't work as anticipated, Brownback and his
top aides blame the state's
ongoing fiscal problems on regional slumps in agriculture,
energy production and aircraft

manufacturing.
The state's tax collections have
fallen short of expectations 10
of the past 12 months.
When asked for a reaction to
the coalition's letter, Brownback spokeswoman Eileen
Hawley responded that "the
governor is focused on working
with the Legislature to ensure
Kansas schools remain open."

UNC claims Christmas vacations, golf outings are microaggressions
Campus Reform
To help staff members avoid
microaggressions, the University of North Carolina advises
gender-neutral dress codes and
avoiding phrases like “husband/boyfriend.”
The guidelines, which were
posted to UNC’s Employee
Forum website Thursday, also
warn against such potentially
offensive behaviors as complimenting a woman’s shoes, asking people to “stand and be
recognized,” and even scheduling vacations around religious
observances.
“I don’t know any LGBTQ
people.” Tweet This
The school categorized microaggressions based on “social
identity group,” with separate
sections for race, gender, gender identity, religion, sexual orientation, ability, national origin,
and class.
The document asserts, for instance, that “referring to ‘hus-

band/boyfriend’ of women,
‘wife/girlfriend’ of men who are
coworkers
instead
of
partner/spouse … sets the expectation that people do not
identify as LGBTQ until they
say otherwise or disclose their
sexual orientation.”
Similarly, saying “I don’t
know any LGBTQ people” implies that “you have to openly
declare your gender identity
and sexual orientation for me to
care about LGBTQ issues.”
Moreover, the guide adds
that “addressing trans people
with incorrect gender pronouns,
calling them by former names,
inquiring about their ‘real’ identity, asking them to explain their
gender identity, and denying or
failing to acknowledge their
pronouns, name, or identity”
suggests to the recipient that “as
a trans person, you are inferior
to and less authentic than cisgender (non-trans) people.”
Even a simple compliment

like “I love your shoes,” at
least when addressed to a
woman in leadership during a
Q&A after a speech, really
means “I notice how you look
and dress more than I value
your intellectual contributions.
How you look is really important.”
The post also addresses microaggressions against individuals with physical and mental
disabilities, warning against
phrases that trivialize such conditions.
“Please stand and be recognized,” the school explains,
“assumes that everyone is able
in this way and ignores the diversity of ability in the space,”
while using expressions such
as “I’m totally OCD about my
files” and “I get ADHD sometimes” “minimizes the experiences of people who live with
mental health issues.”
According to UNC, “having
an office dress code that applies to men and women differ-

ently assumes that your staff fits
into one of two gender categories; can also be a violation of
anti-discrimination policies.”
For the same reason, the
guide adds, “only having
‘man’/’woman’ or ‘male’/‘female’ as options for gender on
forms” constitutes a microaggression because it means that
one “must fit in the gender binary and select among these
predefined categories.”
Suggesting that the staff play
golf at a retreat is also a microaggression, UNC contends,
since it “assumes employees
have the financial resources/exposure to a fairly (expensive
and inaccessible) [sic] sport.”
Race and national origin are
apparently fraught topics, as
well, leading UNC to recommend that individuals neither
ask too many questions about
those topics nor remain ignorant about them.
“When I look at you, I don’t
see color” is a microaggression,

for instance, because it constitutes “minimizing/denying a
person of color’s racial/ethnic
experiences,” as is asking to
touch a black person’s hair, because it implies that they are
foreign and exotic.
“How did you get here?”
constitutes a national origin microaggression because it acknowledges
that
some
“immigrants get to this country
illegally,” while asking “Where
are you from?” implies that
“you are not American and do
not belong to this community.”
Meanwhile, telling a foreignborn person that “you speak
English really well!” suggests
that “if you are born anywhere
‘foreign,’ you cannot speak
English well,” and thus is also a
microaggression.
Regarding religion, the guide
avers that telling someone that
“you don’t look Jewish/Native/Muslim” implies that
“there is an expected look/attire
and you must fit into that

norm.”
UNC also states that academic calendars planned
around significant religious holidays “further centers the Christian faith and minimizes
non-Christian spiritual rituals
and observances.”
In a section suggesting strategies for self-correction, the
guide encourages staff members who “tend to say ‘you
guys’ in mixed company” to
“become more inclusive with
your language and social media
posts,” as well as to “reflect on
ways you can increase your cultural intelligence on issues of
equity, diversity, and inclusion.”
The list was made by Sharbari Dey, assistant director for
education and special initiatives
at UNC’s Diversity and Multicultural Affairs, and Kristia
Prince, coordinator for leadership development in the
school’s Housing and Residential Education department.
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Minutes Are Light On Detail
a video of the system.
Boyd suggested paying for
the cost out of the Economic
Development Fund.
Move to approve Riley
County pay 50% of the low bid
from Mayer Specialty Services
in the amount of $1,596.87, to
be paid from the Economic Development Fund as long as the
mobilization fees are waived.
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ronald Wells,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ronald Wells,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Move to approve the Public
Works Department have a street
light installed at the intersection
of Stockdale Park Road and
Tuttle Creek Boulevard.

safety.
21. Registration fees for
motor vehicles - Shilo Heger (3
minutes)
Heger reported effective
July 1st registration fees for
motor vehicles will go up
$3.25. Heger said because of
the fee change the July renewal
notices (J,K,L) will not go out
until July 1st.

convene as the Board of
Health.
ADOPTED[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ronald Wells,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
22.
Health

10

_________from page 6

(Editor’s Note: How much
will the lights cost the
County? This is something
10:05 AM
that should be in the minShelley Hays, Administrautes unless the Commis- tive Analyst
sioner do not want the
Move to recess as the Board
puplic to know.)
of County Commissioners and

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
17.
Installation of Lights
County Commissioner
at Selected Intersections
SECONDER: Ronald Wells,
Hobson presented the request
of light installation at the inter- County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
sections of Barton Road and
Falcon Road, Stockdale Park
9:30 AM
Road and Tuttle Creek BoulePress Conference
vard.
18. Guide to Building - Steve
Wilson asked if we have
talked to the owner of the house Higgins (10 minutes)
Higgins discussed requireadjacent to the Barton Road loments for building permits in
cation.
Hobson said staff will con- Riley County. Higgins pretact the homeowner prior to in- sented a Riley County “Guide
to Building” pamphlet.
stallation of the light.
Move to approve the Public
19. 2017 Budget Calendar Works Department have a street
light installed at the intersection Tami Robison (3 minutes)
Robison presented the 2017
of Barton Road and Falcon
Riley County Budget Calendar.
Road.
20. Country Stampede (Editor’s Note: How much
will the lights cost the Larry Couchman (10 minutes)
Couchman discussed the 21st
County? This is something
that should be in the min- Annual Country Stampede
utes unless the Commis- preparations. Couchman said
sioner do not want the the forecast calls for heat during
the event and emphasized being
puplic to know.)
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] well hydrated. Couchman disMOVER: Robert Boyd, cussed heat and sun exposure
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Riley
County
Department Family
Planning Contract
Amendment
Hayes presented the Family
Planning
Contract
amendment.
Marrier said the use of the
moneys will be for long acting contraceptives and some
electronic equipment.
Wilson said he does not requiring support taxpayers
who do not support contraceptive services to help fund
contraceptive
services
through taxation.
Wells stated it is no cost to
the county and in some instances it can help save tax
dollars of unplanned preg-

nancies.
Boyd agreed.
Move to sign the grant
amendment for the Health
Department for the Family
Planning program with the
Kansas Department of Health
and Environment.
ADOPTED [2 TO 1]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER:
Ronald
Wells, County Commissioner
AYES:Boyd, Wells
NAYS:Wilson

work with their counter parts.

Regional Council projects.

(Editor’s Note: What projects, is the County paying
money to the Council? This
is something that should be
in the minutes unless the
Commissioner do not want
Butler discussed how not col- the puplic to know.)

Butler discussed the Department of Labor changes on overtime hours and impacts on local
businesses.
lecting internet sales tax adversely impacts brick and
mortar local businesses.

11:00 AM
Debbie Regester, Register of
Deeds27. Year to Date Revenue

Armbrust said the Riley
County GIS and Appraiser’s
Regester presented the RegOffice were very helpful with a ister of Deeds’ revenue report.
project he is working on.
11:15 AM
(Editor’s Note: What is the
Rich Vargo, County Clerk
project? This is something
28. 2017 Insurance Budget
that should be in the minutes unless the Commis- Request
Vargo presented the insursioner do not want the
ance budget request.
puplic to know.)

Move to recess as the Board
of Health and reconvene as the
Board of County Commissioners.
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
29.
2017 County Auction
Armbrust stated low, 2.4%,
SECONDER: Ronald Wells,
County Commissioner AYES: unemployment continues to be Fund Budget Request
a concern for local businesses.
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Vargo presented the County
Auction Fund budget request.
10:45 AM
10:10 AM
Gary Stith, Flint Hills ReClancy Holeman, Coun30. 2017 RCPD Fund Budget
selor/Director of Administrative gional Council Director
26. Flint Hills Regional Request
Services
Vargo presented the RCPD
23.
Administrative Work Council update
Fund budget request.
Session
31.
2017 Juvenile DetenStith reported the EDA inHoleman said the Riley
County Legislative Luncheon is cluded Riley County and sur- tion Budget Request
Vargo presented the Juvenile
scheduled for November 10th rounding counties into an
Economic Development Dis- Detention budget request.
from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
32. 2017 Economic Develop24. Pending County Projects trict, which will allow access to
additional grant funds for our ment Fund Budget Request
County Counselor
region.
Vargo presented the Eco10:30 AM
Stith discussed workforce nomic Development Fund
Lyle Butler, Manhattan Area
programs to test high school budget request.
Chamber of Commerce
11:29 AM
25. Economic development students for workforce readiAdjournmentMove to adness.
update
journ.
Butler reported as a region
Stith discussed Flint Hills
the Chamber is continuing to

Waterville Golf Course

Public Welcome - 9 hole grass green course.
Green Fees are $15.00 a day, plus cart rental fees are posted

The clubhouse is available to rent. Members
cost is $30.00. Guest cost is $50.00. There is a
required deposit of $50.00 for all renter.

Memberships:
$325 single membership
$375 family membership
Call Larry Nolte
at 785-363-7311
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Pro-Lifers on Supreme Court Abortion Case:
‘We’re Coming Back in Full Force’
Heritage Folundation
Members of the pro-life
movement standing outside the
Supreme Court on Monday
were visibly discouraged by the
5-3 decision striking down a
Texas law that imposed health
and safety regulations on abortion clinics. But those activists
showed no signs that they intend to back down from the battle over abortion in the United
States.
“The pro-life generation is
stronger than ever before,”
Maddie Schulte, a regional coordinator at Students for Life,
told The Daily Signal outside
the Supreme Court in Washington, D.C. “I’m excited to see
what comes next. We’re coming
back full force.”
“We believe in life,” added
Anja Scheib, a programs intern
for Students for Life. “Millennials,” in particular, she said,
“are becoming more pro-life.”
The case before the Supreme
Court, Whole Woman’s Health
v. Hellerstedt, involves a Texas
law, known as H.B. 2. The law
required abortion facilities to
meet the same health and safety
standards as other facilities performing similarly invasive surgeries. It also required
physicians who perform abortions to have admitting privileges at local hospitals, in the
event that something went
wrong during an abortion procedure.
The Supreme Court has previously ruled that while abortion is legal in the United
States, states are allowed to regulate the procedure as long as
those regulations don’t pose an
“undue burden” on women’s
ability to get an abortion.
With Monday’s 5-3 decision,
the justices decided that the
medical benefits of Texas’ law
did not justify the burdens they

impose on clinics.
In issuing the majority opinion, Justice Stephen G. Breyer
cited a district court’s findings
that concluded enforcement of
the admitting-privileges requirement forced almost half of
Texas’ 40 licensed abortion
clinics to shut down. If the surgical-center provision were allowed to take effect, the lower
court added, the number of
abortion facilities would be reduced further, so that “only
seven facilities and a potential
eighth will exist in Texas.”
On the basis of these findings, among others, Breyer
wrote:
We conclude that neither
of these provisions offers medical benefits sufficient to justify
the burdens upon access that
each imposes. Each places a
substantial obstacle in the path
of women seeking a previability
abortion, each constitutes an
undue burden on abortion access, and each violates the federal Constitution.
Breyer was joined by Justices
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Elena
Kagan, Anthony M. Kennedy,
and Sonia Sotomayor. Dissenting were Chief Justice John G.
Roberts Jr. and Justices Samuel
A. Alito Jr. and Clarence
Thomas, who said the decision
“exemplifies the court’s troubling tendency ‘to bend the
rules when any effort to limit
abortion, or even to speak in opposition to abortion, is at
issue.’”
Monday’s decision is likely
to affect other states with similar laws regulating health and
safety standards for abortions.
According to the Center for Reproductive Rights, more than 20
states have laws that impose
health and safety standards on
abortion clinics, although not

all are as strict as the Texas law.
Virginia is one of them.
“I had to be here to witness
this,” Rebecca Gotwalt of Virginia told The Daily Signal.
Gotwalt, who identifies as prochoice, arrived at the Supreme
Court a little after 7 a.m.
“I know we’re repealing our
TRAP [Targeted Regulation of
Abortion Providers] laws in
Virginia, so it was very important to see the Supreme Court
do this on the national level, so
individual states will stop punishing women.”
Supporters of the Texas law
said it was an attempt to improve the health and safety
standards for women seeking
abortions.
The law was enacted after the
2013 murder conviction of Dr.
Kermit Gosnell, a Philadelphia
abortionist who is serving a life
sentence. The trial established
that poor health and safety standards at Gosnell’s clinic led to
the deaths of multiple babies
who survived botched abortion
procedures, along with the
death of a mother—in part because paramedics could not get
a stretcher into the building.
“Abortionists shouldn’t be
given a free pass to elude medical requirements that everyone
else is required to follow,”
Steven H. Aden, a senior counsel at the conservative Alliance
Defending Freedom, said in a
statement after the decision. He
added:
We are disappointed that
the Supreme Court has ruled
against a law so clearly designed to protect the health and
safety of women in the wake of
the Kermit Gosnell scandal.
The law’s requirements were
commonsense protections that

ensured the maximum amount
of protection for women, who
deserve to have their wellbeing treated by government as
a higher priority than the bottom line of abortionists. Any
abortion facilities that don’t
meet basic health and safety
standards are not facilities that
anyone should want to remain
open.

Daily Signal. “It goes way beyond politics. We can disagree
on taxes, immigration, whatever, but this is an issue that is
central to who we are as a
human civilization.”
Stone, who is interning in
Washington, D.C., this summer,

11
said he spent the night outside
the Supreme Court and started
protesting at 6 a.m. Monday.
“Do we believe that human
life has intrinsic value or not?
That is the question at heart
here,” Stone said.

Opponents view the requirements as simply an attempt to
abolish abortion in the U.S.,
and were pleased to see the law
struck down by the court.
“In states across the country,
we’ve seen TRAP laws shut
them down,” Amber Banks, director of programs and communications for NARAL
Pro-Choice Maryland, told The
Daily Signal. She added:
I remember when I was in
college, I interned at the local
Planned Parenthood … because they had to have hallways a certain length and it
mattered what their parking lot
layout was. It just seemed really absurd because I know
from talking to doctors and
having doctors in my family,
that that’s not actually the kind
of things that actually keeps
people safe. It was just being
used to force people to give billions of dollars for renovations
or shut down.
Some supporters of the law,
too, saw the case as part of bigger question of abortion in the
United States.
“Abortion is—to me—an
issue that is so near and dear to
my heart and the hearts of millions of people across this
country,” Evan Stone of
Louisville, Kentucky, told The

Changes ahead for
childhood program in Kansas
When Topeka resident
Kaitlin Alegria’s baby son,
Marcus, had some problems
with mobility in his legs, Alegria was concerned.
Then, an educator from Parents as Teachers helped have
her child evaluated by a therapist, who showed the family
some exercises to help little
Marcus improve his flexibility.
The issue was resolved, Alegria
says, giving her “peace of
mind.”
Jamie Crispin, another local
mother, found Parents as Teachers helpful when her son, August, had some trouble
crawling. During the monthly

home visits her family received
through the program, Crispin
learned tips to encourage him to
crawl more.
“I think the program has really helped foster growth and
development in our son,”
Crispin said.
Both mothers recently
learned they no longer qualify
for these Parents As Teachers
home visits. The visits are designed to support healthy development in young children and
to identify any problem areas
— such as trouble with fine
motor skills or social-emotional
interaction — early on, when
they are often easier to resolve.
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Take a Pal Shooting
With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full
weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

FANCY CREEK RANGE

Car Clinic, Inc.
“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs
• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis
• Transmission service
• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

209 Sarber Ln

539-1040
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Kansas to use provisional ballots for upcoming elections
Manhattan Free Press

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) —
Kansas Secretary of State Kris
Kobach is planning to use provisional ballots during the upcoming elections and then
throw out all of the votes for
state and local races cast by the
thousands of voters who register to vote at motor vehicle offices without providing proof of
citizenship.
An email sent from Kobach’s
office to county election officials outlines the state’s proposed plans for implementing a
two-tiered election system in
the wake of a federal court
order requiring Kansas to allow
these voters to cast ballots at

least in the federal races.
The email sent by Election
Director Bryan Caskey tells
local election officials that the
secretary of state has not approved a shorter “federal only”
ballot.
Instead, Kobach wants to institute a “partial provisional”
process that allows election officials to go back into those provisional ballots and throw out
any votes cast in state and local
races and count only votes cast
for president and U.S. Senate
and House.
The state had a similar
process in place in the 2014
elections in which a few hun-

dred voters who registered with
a federal form were affected.
But implementing it in the upcoming elections is estimated to
affect as many as 50,000 who
registered to vote when they got
their driver’s licenses without
providing the citizenship documentation.
Kobach’s move comes despite Shawnee County District
Judge Franklin Theis finding in
January that “no authority exists in the Kansas Secretary of
State to encumber the voting
process” as he did in the 2014
elections.
Kobach’s planned response
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to a federal court order requiring him to register motor voter
applicants “flies in the face” of
the decision by Theis, who
ruled Kansas law does not
allow Kobach to implement a
bifurcated voter registration
system, said Micah Kubic, executive director for the American Civil Liberties Union of
Kansas.
The ACLU contends voters
covered by the federal court
order should be added to the
voter registration rolls and allowed to vote using a regular
ballot.
Kobach did not immediately

respond to a call to his office
seeking comment.
Kobach has championed the
documentation requirement as a
way to prevent non-citizens
from voting, particularly immigrants in the U.S. illegally. Critics contend the requirement
suppresses turnout.
Kansas law has required voters to provide proof of citizenship since January 2013.
“It is a bad law, and we as citizens of Kansas do better to recognize it as bad law. It is not
something that can be
tweaked,” said Marge Ahrens,
co-president of the League of

Women Voters of Kansas.
“It is not manageable, it is
written for no reason. These
were laws that were designed
for a problem that does not exist
and still does not exist,” she
said.
U.S. District Judge Julie
Robinson noted in her decision
last month that the evidence
shows only three instances in
Kansas where noncitizens voted
in a federal election between
1995 and 2013, and about 14
noncitizens confused about
their eligibility who attempted
to register during that period.
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Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location
Larry Kluttz

Certified Optician
Owner

(785)539-5105

930 Hayes Drive, Suite E.
Manhattan, Kansas
Fax: (785)539-2324

Travel in Kansas
Manhattan Free Press

Travel Kansas Events
Great Western Cattle
Drive
July 4, 2016
Address:
39.511689,101.614871, Goodland, KS
67735
Time: 4 p.m. mtd
Type: Special Events
Phone: 785-899-5804
The Great Western Cattle
Trail that came through Sherman County in Western Kansas
in 1882 is commemorated by
reenacting the drive, each Jul.
40th Annual Meriden
Threshing Show
July 15 - July 17, 2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Meriden Antique Engine and Threshers Association
Address: 8275 K-4 Hwy,
Meriden, KS 66512
Time: From: 8:00 AM to
12:00 AM
Admission: $6 for entire
weekend
Contact: Jess Noll
Email: lazyjn77@yahoo.com
Phone: 785-633-9706
Details
Join us July 15,16,17 for our
40th summer Threshing and
Antique Tractor Show! There
will be tractors, threshing, baling, tractor parades, history, antique automobiles, and tractor
pulls. Tour Cottonwood Station,
our reproduction living history
of an early day Kansas town.
We will be sawing lumber at the
saw mill and grinding grain in
the flour mill each day. Our
blacksmiths will be hard at
work in the Blacksmith Shop.
Stop by the General Store for a
Sarsparilla and attend church on
Sunday in the Bloomfield
Church. Visit our vendors.
Don't miss the antique tractor
pull on Saturday and the garden
tractor pulls each day. There
will also be a children's pedal
tractor pull on Saturday afternoon. We will have live music
Friday and Saturday nights. We
have on-site camping, modern
restrooms, and on-site concessions. The 2016 Featured Tractor is Allis Chalmers and the
featured engine is Fairbanks
Morse. We are located one mile
east of Meriden on K-4 Highway. For more information,
visit us on the web at
www.meridenthreshers.org or
visit us at facebook/meridenthreshers.
Brain: The Inside Story
March 5, 2016 - August 28,
2016
Recurring daily
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There will be free guided
tours of the Historic William
Fulton House, dating to 1884
and built by one of Garden
City’s four founders....More
2016 Patriots Parade
July 4, 2016
Venue: Downtown
Hutchinson
Address: Avenue B & Main
& proceeds up Main to 12th
Street, Hutchinson, KS 67501
Time: Starting: 10:00 AM
Type: Events
Phone: 620-662-4486
Visit Website | Add to Itinerary
Annual Patriot's Parade is
sponsored by Eagle Radio. Parade starts at 10 a.m. at Avenue
A & Main and will proceed up
Main Street to 12...More

2016 Sunflower State
Games
July 8 - 24, 2016
Recurring every 3 weeks
Sunday, Friday, Saturday
40th Annual Meriden Threshing Show; July 15 - July 17, 2016; Recurring daily;
Venue: Sunflower State
Venue: Meriden Antique Engine and Threshers Association; Address: 8275 K-4 Hwy, Games
Address: 501 SE Jefferson,
Meriden, KS 66512; Time: From: 8:00 AM to 12:00 AM; Admission: $6 for entire
Topeka, KS 66607
weekend; Contact: Jess Noll; Email: lazyjn77@yahoo.com; Phone: 785-633-9706
Time: Starting: 8:00 AM
Type: Events
Venue: Museum at Prairiefire
July 27, 2016 - September Show will be open June 27Phone: 785-235-2295
July
29,
2016
in
Paola,
Ka..
Address: 5801 W. 135th,
18, 2016
Visit Website | Send Email |
Overland Park, KS 66223
Every Sunday, WednesAdd to Itinerary
19th
Annuual
Amelia
Time: From: 10:00 AM to
day, Saturday
The 2016 Sunflower State
Earhart 2K/8K Fun Run
5:00 PM
Venue: Muchnic Art Gallery
Games will take place July 8July
16,
2016
Type: Events
Address: 704 N 4th St, Atchi24th in Topeka, Kansas. The
Venue: City of Atchison
Phone: 913-333-3500
son, KS 66002
27th Annual sports festival is
Address:
317
Commercial,
Learn how the fascinating
Time: From: 1:00 PM to 4:00
open to Kansans of all age.
Atchison, KS 66002
human brain works - from PM
Time:
Starting:
7:30
AM
senses and emotions to aging
Type: Events
Cowboy Holiday
Type: Events
and effects of technology - as
Phone: 913-367-4278
July 2, 2016
Phone:
913-367-4948
you explore this special exhiExhibition of the "Gems of
Venue:
Tallgrass Prairie
This family friendly race bebetion.
the Muchnic" collection at the
National Preserve
gins
and
ends
in
front
of
the
Muchnic Art Gallery.
Address: 2480 B Kansas
Atchison Family YMCA. The
2016 Garnett Farmers
Hwy 177, Strong City, KS
race
is
open
to
all,
including
Market
100th Annual Crawford
66869
strollers and wheelchairs.
May 5, 2016 - October 6,
County Fair
Time: From: 2:00 PM to 4:00
2016
August 3 - 6, 2016
PM
2016 Garnett Farmers
Every Thursday
Every Wednesday, Thursday,
Type: Events
Market
Venue: Prairie Spirit Trail
Friday, Saturday
Phone: 620-273-6034
May 5, 2016 - October 6,
Address: 418 S. Main Street,
Venue: Crawford County
Living history characters
2016
Garnett, KS 66032
Fairgrounds
work
around the ranch doing
Every Thursday
Time: 4:30-7:00 PM
Address: 249 E. 47 Hwy, Gitypical ranching activities. BeVenue:
Prairie
Spirit
Trail
Type: Events
rard, KS 66743
Address: 418 S. Main Street, ginning at 2 pm, cowboys begin
Phone: 785-448-6767
Time: All day activities
their holiday by readin.
Garnett,
KS 66032
The Garnett Farmer's Market
Type: Events
Time: 4:30-7:00 PM
is an weekly event that allows
Phone: 620-724-4092
Dennis Dunleavy Art ExType: Events
visitors to capture what is
Livestock exhibitions, arts
hibition
Phone: 785-448-6767
unique about Garnett.
and crafts exhibitions, competiJune 1, 2016 - July 24,
The
Garnett
Farmer's
Martion between county FFA and 42016
2016 Historic William Ful- H clubs, livestock auction, ket is an weekly event that alEvery Sunday, Wedneslows
visitors
to
capture
what
is
ton House Tours
rodeo and live music.
day, Saturday
unique about Garnett and take
May 21, 2016 - August 28,
Venue: Muchnic Art Gallery
a
little
bit
of
it
home..
2016
12th Annual Heartland
Address: 704 N 4th St, AtchiEvery Sunday, Saturday
Art Guild International
son, KS 66002
2016
Historic
William
Venue: Finney County HisMiniature Paintings &
Time: From: 1:00 PM to 5:00
Fulton House Tours
torical Museum
Sculptures Art Show
PM
May
21,
2016
August
28,
Address: 403 S 4th, Garden
June 27, 2016 - July 28,
Type: Events
2016
City, KS 67846
2016
Phone: 913-367-4278
Every
Sunday,
Saturday
Time: From: 2:00 PM to 4:00
Recurring every 31 days
Exhibition of the Dennis
Venue: Finney County HisPM
Venue: Miami County HisDunleavy collection at Muchnic
torical
Museum
Type: Events
torical Museum - Swan River
Address: 403 S 4th, Garden Art Gallery.
Phone: 620-272-3664
Museum
City,
KS 67846
There will be free guided
Address: 12 E Peoria, Paola,
Farm2Table Harvest SeTime: From: 2:00 PM to
tours of the Historic William KS 66071
ries with Lamborn Farms
4:00
PM
Fulton House, dating to 1884
Type: Events
June 26, 2016 - October 30,
Type: Events
and built by one of Garden
Phone: 785-521-0449
2016
Phone:
620-272-3664
City’s four founders.
12th Annual Heartland Art
Recurring monthly on the
Visit Website | Send Email |
Guild International Miniature
last Sunday
Add
to
Itinerary
"Gems of the Muchnic"
Paintings & Sculptures Art

Venue: Lamborn Farm, LLC
Address: 25761 151st St.,
Leavenworth, KS 66048
Time: varies
Type: Events
Phone: 913-744-5138
Visit Website | Send Email |
Add to Itinerary
Farm2Table redefines what
it means to eat fresh, seasonal
and local food by bringing the
table to the farm. Lamborn
Farms will host Harves.
"Gems of the Muchnic"
July 27, 2016 - September
18, 2016
Every Sunday, Wednesday,
Saturday
Venue: Muchnic Art Gallery
Address: 704 N 4th St,
Atchison, KS 66002
Time: From: 1:00 PM to
4:00 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 913-367-4278
Visit Website | Send Email |
Add to Itinerary
Exhibition of the "Gems of
the Muchnic" collection at the
Muchnic Art Gallery. More
100th Annual Crawford
County Fair
August 3 - 6, 2016
Every Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday
Venue: Crawford County
Fairgrounds
Address: 249 E. 47 Hwy, Girard, KS 66743
Time: All day activities
Type: Events
Phone: 620-724-4092
Send Email | Add to Itinerary
Livestock exhibitions, arts
and crafts exhibitions, competition between county FFA and
4-H clubs, livestock auction,
rodeo and live music.
12th Annual Heartland
Art Guild International
Miniature Paintings &
Sculptures Art Show
June 27, 2016 - July 28,
2016
Recurring every 31 days
Venue: Miami County Historical Museum - Swan River
Museum
Address: 12 E Peoria, Paola,
KS 66071
Type: Events
Phone: 785-521-0449
Visit Website | Send Email |
Add to Itinerary
12th Annual Heartland Art
Guild International Miniature
Paintings & Sculptures Art
Show will be open June 27July 29, 2016 in Paola,
Ka...More
19th Annuual Amelia
Earhart 2K/8K Fun Run
July 16, 2016
Venue: City of Atchison
Address: 317 Commercial,
Atchison, KS 66002
Time: Starting: 7:30 AM
Type: Events
Phone: 913-367-4948
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Texans pay to be No. 1 in wind energy
Watchdog
Texas is home to the nation’s
largest wind energy industry.
Thanks, taxpayers.
At every stage in the process
of getting to number one —
from the nearly $900 million in
tax breaks for companies to
choose their sites in West Texas
to the hundreds of millions in
tax credits for producing the
power — taxpayers continue to
subsidize the industry.
The astounding numbers are
buried in reports and not broken
out in monthly utility bills.
“They are invisible to the rate
payer and the policy maker,”
Robert Bryce told Watchdog on
Thursday. “It’s all presented as
if there are no costs. So there is
no big push in Congress to
change anything.”
This blissful state of ignorance isn’t for Bryce’s lack of
effort. The senior fellow for the
Center for Energy Policy and
the Environment at the Manhattan Institute who lives in Austin
has been writing about energy
issues for 25 years.
Wind subsidies are invisible
to the public and the politicians,
Robert Bryce says.
Wind subsidies are invisible
to the public and the politicians,

Robert Bryce says.
Earlier this month, National
Review published Bryce’s tally
of $176 billion in federal, state
and local subsidies — just to
the biggest players in the wind
energy industry.
Bryce used something called
Subsidy Tracker, a tool of the
government
accountability
website Good Jobs First to
identify $163.9 billion in federal loans and guarantees, $9.4
billion in federal grants and tax
credits and $2.9 billion from
state and local governments for
the wind industry.
Sign-up for our Watchdog
Texas email list to receive the
latest news and in-depth coverage.
Without that unending fountain of taxpayer support — as
Warren Buffett pointed out in
Bryce’s NR story — investing
in wind power makes no sense.
“I’m no businessman, but if
the government is paying me
more with a federal tax credit
than the cost to generate electricity, even I can make money,”
he said.

various studies, a picture
emerges of a conservative state
government that would normally disavow crony capitalism
crowing about its place in an industry nurtured by government.
Take the 76 wind projects
granted more than $840 million
in tax abatements through the
Texas Economic Development
Act through 2013, according to
the state Comptroller’s last report.

Add to that the Competitive
Bryce didn’t break out subsidy numbers for his home Renewable Energy Zones projstate. But by cobbling together ect approved by the Legislature

“I’d love to meet the bureaucrat who decided that a year and
a half of experience is necessary to be allowed to shave
beards — and have him explain
his ridiculous rationale,” wrote
Veronique De Rugy, senior fellow at the Mercatus Center, a
free-market think tank.
By contrast, EMTs require
180 hours of training. The IJ
study reported an average time
of 28 days for EMTs to complete their training.
Sign-up for our Wisconsin
Watchdog email list to receive
the latest news and in-depth
coverage.
It is also far more expensive
to obtain a cosmetology license
than an EMT license.
A survey of 55 beauty
schools found that training in
the average cosmetology program costs between $10,000
and $20,000. On top of the education costs, Wisconsin

But the cost to bring wind energy over transmission lines
from West Texas to the population centers eastward is tucked
away in the monthly bills of
ratepayers. And they’ll be paying for at least the next 15
years.

Before former Gov. Rick
Perry’s Texas Emerging Technology Fund was discredited
and abolished last June by Gov.
Greg Abbott, the fund had
handed out more than $12 million in taxpayer-underwritten
Those projects, according to
research “investments,” accordthe comptroller, created 480
ing to a governor’s energy rejobs, or just under $1.8 million
port.
in tax abatements for every job.

10 times harder to be a barber
than an EMT under Wisconsin licensing law
MADISON, Wis – It’s a lot
easier to get licensed in Wisconsin if you hold people’s
lives in your hands than if you
hold their hair.
Obtaining a license to cut
hair in Wisconsin is more than
10 times more expensive in
terms of both time and money
than getting an emergency medical technician license.
According to state law, to receive a license in cosmetology,
an applicant must have completed an educational program
that includes at least 1,550
hours of training over a minimum of 10 months. A barber
must have completed 1,000
hours of training before being
eligible for a license.
A 2012 study by the Institute
for Justice found it takes an average of 420 days for cosmetologists in Wisconsin to complete
the educational requirements
for a license.

in 2005, which took nine years
and $2 billion more than the $5
billion the Legislature assumed
it would.

A Watchdog search on Subsidy Tracker found the 10
biggest Texas wind projects got
$323.5 million of those abatements, the largest $47.5 million.

Companies wholly involved
in the wind industry are not
subject to the state’s franchise
tax. All machinery used in the
generation of wind is exempt
from property taxes.

charges $203 in fees for administering a barber’s license exam.
A basic EMT training program usually costs between
$800 and $1,000, although the
cost can be as low as $250 for
some programs. The state
charges $70 in additional fees to
take the EMT licensing exam.
Practicing barbering or cosmetology without a license can
result in criminal penalties of up
to $5,000 in fines and three
months in jail.
Proponents of cosmetology
licensing argue that the profession should be regulated in
order to protect public health
and ensure quality. The Wisconsin Department of Safety and
Professional Services claims
that it licenses barbers and cosmetologists in order to “protect
the citizens of Wisconsin by ensuring the safe and competent
practice of licensed professionals.”
Numerous scholars and policymakers have refuted such
claims.
The licensing of barbers “increases the earnings of the professionals
without
any
measurable benefit to consumers,” said Edward Timmons, a professor economics at
Saint Francis University.
Ariel Alvarez, a professor at
Montclair State University goes
further, arguing that not only
does licensing not improve
quality, but actually hurts it.
Citing a study from the University of Tennessee about cosmetology licenses, Alvarez has
written that “there is evidence
that licensing may actually result in decreased service quality
because of an insufficient supply of licensees.”
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While utility users will be
paying for years to come for tax
abatements and infrastructure,
they will also be paying for federal and state policy decisions
that artificially support the cost
of wind generation.

Classifieds
Adoption
ADOPTION: LOVING
1st time Mom & Dad promise your baby a secure, happy
home. Expenses pd. Jamie &
Mike, 1-800-298-1964
Help Wanted
RN’s up to $45/hr LPN’s
up to $37.50/hr CNA’s up to
$22.50/hr Free gas/weekly
pay $2000 Bonus AACO
Nursing Agency 1-800-6564414 Ext 102
Help Wanted
Award-winning Chapman,
Kansas seeks City Administrator to manage full-range of
municipal services. Qualifications, salary, and application
instructions
in
Administrator Profile at
www.chapmanks.com.
Help
Wanted/Truck
Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring
Class A drivers to run from
Kansas City to the west
coast. Home Weekly! Great
Benefits! www.convoysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301
or Lori ext. 303 1-800-9266869.

Help
Wanted/Truck
Driver
Driver Trainees Needed!
Become a driver for Stevens
Transport! Earn $800 Per
Week PAID CDL TRAINING! Stevens covers all
costs!
1-888-749-2303
drive4stevens.com
Misc.
SAWMILLS from only
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to
ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.co
m 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N
Misc.
LENDERS OFFERING
$0 DOWN FOR LAND
OWNERS Roll your New
Home and Land Improvements
into
One
Package. Discount National
Pricing on Breeze II Doublewide and our 60th Anniversary
Singlewide.
Trade-ins Welcome!! 866858-6862

The Next Riley County General
Election Will Be

November 8, 2016

Riley County Commissioner Ron Wells (left) and Riley County
Commissioner Bob Boyd will be up for re-election on November 8,
2016. Both voted to take the vote away from the citizens of Riley
County when the passed a Riley County Building Commission.
By appointing themselves as the Building Commission they could
approve a $50 million 9th Grade re-construction for the School District without a vote of the people or they could help the City of Manhattan add $50 million in debt for a Sports Complex without a vote.
Before you talk to a Commissioner go to manhattanfreepress.com
August 1, 2013 issue and read where Cities and Counties can use
“Home Rule” to get around a vote of the people.
(This is not a paid political advertisment. It is part of an Editorial
written by Jon A. Brake, Publisher, Manhattan Free Press.)

Sports News
Manhattan Free Press
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KSU Completes Bowl, Adds to K-State's Gameday Experience
This season will be no different.
When K-State opens its
home schedule against Florida
Atlantic on September 17,
Wildcat fans will again enjoy an
enhanced venue. With Phase 3B
of the Bill Snyder Family Stadium Master Plan nearing completion, the upgrades and
benefits from it are becoming
more visible by the day.
Among the highlights of
Phase 3B is a seating change for
a significant part of the K-State
gameday experience. The Pride
of Wildcat Land, the most recent winner of the Sudler Trophy — awarded to the top
marching band in the country
every two years — will now be
seated in the newly built northeast corner.
“A key element in completing this new north end zone corner is highlighting one of the
most special traditions of KState Athletics and Kansas State
University, and that is the
Sudler Trophy-winning Pride of
Wildcat Land band,” K-State
Athletic Director John Currie
said. “I believe the band at K-

State will have the best view of the band perform historic numbers like the Wabash Cannonany band in the country.”
ball, ranked the No. 1 pregame
K-State’s band, which previ- tradition in the Big 12 by ESPN
ously performed from section earlier this summer.
26 on the east side of the staCurrie said the change should
dium entrenched in the student
section, will now do so in a spe- only add to the “greatest fan excially-designed section in the perience in the country.”
northeast corner. The benefits
Another highlight of Phase
of the move are vast, and Director of Bands Dr. Frank Tracz 3B, a $15 million part of the
marveled at the improvements $180 million poured into the
his members will enjoy while Master Plan so far and $210
on a recent tour of the new sec- million in total athletic facility
enhancements since 2009, is the
tion.
completion of the stadium’s
“There’s no question, you’re bowl. Unlike before, K-State
going to hear us. This is great,” fans now will be able to circle
Tracz said, also pointing out the the concourse completely.
increase in space from the
"For the first time in our hisband’s old seating area. “We
had kids facing the field and tory, our fans will be able to go
then one (person) in between all the way around the stadium
standing sideways because it’s on both the north and south
that tight. They’re going to have ends,” Currie said. “So that will
some room to breathe and move not only provide access for people in section 28 to get over to
here.”
section 1 faster, but it should cut
The uptick in personal space, down congestion on the south
Tracz said, should cut down on end. Everybody wins.”
instrument damage. Also, the
Above the northeast corner
section’s angled seating toward
the field will make sure K-State stands a second Carl and Mary
fans all over the stadium hear Ice Video Board, offering fans

another place to view high- key component in Phase 3B.
lights, in-game statistics and Officials will have a conference
room, locker room and bathpromotional videos.
rooms available solely for their
Underneath the K-State use in the new space.
band’s new section are addi"We also want to take exceltional amenities, including storage space for The Pride of lent care of our officials, and
this space will give us, for the
Wildcat Land.
first time, some really nice, dedThere will also be a new and icated space for them,” Currie
improved locker room for the said. “Part of being a great provisiting team, which will have fessional is having professional
its own training room space too. workspace. The conference
Media for the visiting team will room, which adjoins the offibe offered an upgraded space to cials’ locker room, enables our
conduct postgame interviews as referees to meet before, during
and after games to rehash the
well.
different calls, situations, and to
“It’s not going to be extrava- talk about their own game
gant and posh, but it is certainly plan.”
going to be professional and
Phase 3B also included the
first class as we welcome our
visitors to Bill Snyder Family construction of a tunnel underStadium,” Currie said of the neath the band’s section that alvisiting locker room, describing lows easy access to the visiting
the new interview space as locker room. The tunnel is also
“more comfortable and conven- tall enough for 18-wheel trucks
ient for our media, and certainly to drive through, making cona lot easier environment to certs like the upcoming Wildcat
work in after a tough loss to the Kickoff music festival featuring
Zac Brown Band and Train on
Wildcats.”
September 10, easier to set up
Not to be forgotten is the cre- for.
ation of space for officials, a

Another part of Phase 3B,
though it lies on the west side of
the stadium, is an adjustment to
seating in section 1. With more
seats added, section 1 also has
been angled toward the field.
Additionally, those seated in the
section will have two aisles
available to exit on as opposed
to just one.
The top of section 1 will also
include more ADA (Americans
with Disabilities Act) seating.
“The fundamental principles
of the Bill Snyder Family Stadium Master Plan, from its inception in 2010, was improved
safety and security for all of our
fans and also better access and
better ADA seating for our patrons who have difficulty walking or are in a wheelchair,” said
Currie of one of the many parts
of Phase 3B, which he said
upped K-State’s facility upgrades to $210 million, all privately funded, in the last few
years. “It’s all because the private philanthropy and the support of the K-State nation for
this university.”

Soucie Named Big 12 Sportsperson of the Year
IRVING, Texas – Often
praised as an exemplary representative of Kansas volleyball,
Tayler Soucie will now represent all Big 12 Conference female student-athletes as the
winner of the 2015-16 Big 12
Sportsperson of the Year award,
the conference office announced on Thursday.
"As a three-year starter, she
has made a positive impact for
our team her entire career,"
Kansas volleyball head coach
Ray Bechard said. "As her career has progressed, so has her
willingness to get more involved in other things. There's
not a better representative of
our program and our athletic
department than Tayler Soucie.
We're really proud of all that
she's provided for us on the
court, but also how she's represented our athletic department
off of the court."
Soucie is recognized as a
tremendous competitor on the
court, who is humble in victory
and gracious in defeat. She
played in all 113 sets in 2015
while helping the Jayhawks to a
historic run to their first appearance in the NCAA Championship semifinals. She also
excels in the classroom and

spends countless hours finding
ways to give back to her university and the community of
Lawrence.
The Osawatomie, Kansas native is an active member of the
Kansas Student-Athlete Advistory Committee (SAAC), where
she held the position of Community Outreach Chair during
the 2015-16 academic year. She
is also KU's female Big 12

SAAC representative. Soucie
completed 140.5 community
service hours from August 2015
through May 2016. These community service hours came
from various activities including Big Brothers Big Sisters,
volunteering at local hospitals
and visiting local elementary
schools. She is also responsible
for creating a Holiday Toy
Drive for a local pediatric hos-

pital.
"Here's a young woman who
obviously helped us be the best
we can on the court and then
she still finds time to create opportunities off the court,"
Bechard continued. "She proves
that you can be a champion in
all areas of your life. I think that
speaks volumes of the type of
person she is and the type of
people we want in our pro-

gram."
It is the fourth Big 12
Sportsperson of the Year honor
for Kansas Athletics, and second for the Jayhawk volleyball
program. The previous KU winners were awarded the male or
female Big 12 Sportsperson of
the Year distinction for three
consecutive years – Amanda
Costner (women's golf) in
2007, Katie Martincich (volleyball) in 2008, and Darrell
Stuckey (football) in 2009.
Oklahoma's Buddy Hield
(basketball) joins Soucie as the
male Big 12 Sportsperson of the
Year.
Tayler Soucie (Junior in
2015-16, Osawatomie, Kan.)
• Accumulated over 140
community service hours during the 2015-16 academic year
while participating in Big
Brothers Big Sisters, along with
volunteering at the local hospital and visiting local elementary
schools.
• Tayler is responsible for
creating the Holiday Toy Drive
benefiting a local hospital.
• Named to the Academic
All-Big 12 First Team in both
2015 and 2014 and has found
herself on the Big 12 Commissioner's Honor Roll six times.

• Holds the Community Outreach Chair position on KU's
SAAC and is the Jayhawk's Female Big 12 SAAC representative.
Big 12 Athletes & Sportspersons of the Year
The Big 12 annually recognizes its top male and female
athlete and sportsperson. The
Athlete of the Year Awards are
selected based on athletic performance, academic achievement, and citizenship within the
academic year of nomination.
The Sportspersons of the Year
Award was started prior to the
2000-01 academic campaign to
recognize student-athletes who
displayed an extraordinary degree of sportsmanship and/or
community service from within
the conference. Honorees are
selected by a media panel.
Kansas Big 12 Sportspersons
of the Year
2006-07: Amanda Costner,
Women's Golf
2007-08: Katie Martincich,
Volleyball
2008-09: Darrell Stuckey,
Football
2015-16: Tayler Soucie, Volleyball
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