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Supreme Court contradicts itself, defies 
constitution in equity ruling

By  Dave Trabert
The Kansas 
Policy Institute

The Kansas Supreme Court’s
March 2014 ruling on school
funding was a thoughtful, stu-
dent-focused approach.  They
said outcomes matter most in
determining adequacy, all fund-
ing sources (including KPERS)
should be considered and said
the cost study upon which Mon-
toy and the lower court’s Gan-
non rulings were based is “more
akin to estimates” than certain-
ties.  Since then, and certainly
with their May 27, 2016 equity
ruling, it’s been mostly about
establishing their desired dom-
inance over the Legislature.

For starters, there is nothing
in the state constitution that em-
powers any court to order
schools closed.  To the contrary,
the Court has found that the
constitution guarantees students
certain educational rights, so
closing schools would deprive
students of such rights and
thereby violate the constitution.
But even if the Court believes it
has the right to do so, how are
students better served by de-
priving them of education as
opposed to participating in a
system where funding might…
just maybe in the eyes of seven
judges…be inequitably distrib-
uted by less than 1 percent of
total funding?  It seems that ed-
ucation is taking a back seat to
the Court’s determination to
prove it can compel the Legis-
lature to accede to its demands.

The Supreme Court’s threat
to close schools appears to be
prohibited by existing law.
K.S.A. 60-2106(d) says “As a
part of a remedy, preliminary
decision or final decision in
which a statute or legislative en-
actment of this state has been
held unconstitutional as a viola-
tion of article 6 of the Kansas
constitution, the appellate court
or any master or other person or
persons appointed by the appel-
late court to hear or determine a
cause or controversy or to make
or enforce any order or remedy
ordered by a court pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-253, and amend-
ments thereto, or any other pro-
vision of law, shall not have the
authority to order a school dis-
trict or any attendance center
within a school district to be
closed or enjoin the use of all
statutes related to the distribu-
tion of funds for public educa-

tion.”
Mike O’Neal, an attorney,

former Speaker of the House
and now CEO of the State
Chamber, says, “The plaintiffs
challenged the school closure
prohibition in the District
Court.  The panel found the
challenge to be “not ripe for re-
view” and did not issue a ruling
on that claim.  Accordingly, the
issue was not considered by the
Supreme Court and was not ad-
dressed in either Friday’s deci-
sion or the February decision.”
That measure was passed and
signed into law during the 2005
special session by Governor
Kathleen Sebelius, following
the Supreme Court’s threat to
close schools in Montoy.

O’Neal went on to say,
“There are actually two sepa-
rate state laws containing the
school closure prohibition.
K.S.A. 72-64b03(b) prohibits
the district court panel from im-
posing that remedy and there is
also K.S.A 60-2106 in the Code
of Civil Procedure, which deals
with appellate court rules and
jurisdiction. This statute clearly
applies the same prohibition
against school closure to the
Appellate courts.”

Page 12 of their May 27 de-
cision repeats the Court’s threat
to close schools if the will of the
[seven] people is not met.

We cautioned: “In short, if
by the close of fiscal year 2016,
ending June 30, the State is un-
able to satisfactorily demon-

strate to this court that the leg-
islature has complied with the
will of the people as expressed
in Article 6 of their constitution
through additional remedial
legislation or otherwise, then a
lifting of the stay of today’s
mandate will mean no constitu-
tionally valid school finance
system exists through which
funds for fiscal year 2017 can
lawfully be raised, distributed,
or spent.

“Without a constitutionally
equitable school finance sys-
tem, the schools in Kansas will
be unable to operate beyond
June 30.” 303 Kan. at 743-44.

Since the ‘will of the people
as expressed in Article 6’ is os-
tensibly the crux of the matter,
let’s review what the people say
in Article 6(b): “The legislature
shall make suitable provision
for finance of the educational
interests of the state.”  Aside
from prohibiting tuition, that’s
the extent of the people’s will
on the funding of public
schools.  Anything else is just
the interpretation of seven peo-
ple on the Supreme Court and a
panel of three lower court
judges.

That’s not to say that equity
should not be included in the
people’s will; it should.  But it’s
hard to imagine that ‘the peo-
ple’ would prefer to have
schools closed than to have stu-
dents be exposed to a system

with a few (possibly) misplaced
dollars.  Keep in mind that even
this Court said: “[W]e acknowl-
edge there was no testimonial
evidence that would have al-
lowed the panel to assess rela-
tive educational opportunities
statewide.”  There was no evi-
dence of lack of educational op-
portunity in fact. Further,
anyone who has spent much
time discussing school funding
with ‘the people’ knows they
are much more concerned about
improving outcomes and
whether schools are adequately
funded rather than the lesser eq-
uity issue.  This begs the ques-
tion; why didn’t the Court first
take on the larger, more impor-
tant matter of adequate fund-
ing?

Some have speculated that
they’d rather not deal with the
more volatile issue of adequacy
while standing for retention.
But the Court’s March 2014 re-
mand and the lower court’s re-
sponses on adequacy may point
to a different motive.   The
Court said (on page 77) ade-
quacy “…is met when the pub-
lic education financing system
provided by the legislature for
grades K-12—through structure
and implementation—is reason-
ably calculated to have all
Kansas public education stu-
dents meet or exceed the stan-
dards set out in Rose and
presently codified in K.S.A.
2013 Supp. 72-1127.”

Subsequently, school districts
and the Department of Educa-
tion have gone on record saying
they don’t know how to meas-
ure or define the Rose capaci-
ties.  And if they can’t define
the Rose capacities, what is
their legal basis for claiming
they lack adequate funding to
get there?  The lower court ig-
nored that obvious conundrum
and also ignored the Supreme
Court’s guidance to not rely on
the old Augenblick & Myers
cost study.  So when the
Supreme Court does finally
take up adequacy, they may
have to dismiss the case on the
grounds that the Plaintiffs can’t
make their case.

If they took up adequacy first
and followed their March 2014
ruling, they wouldn’t have had
the opportunity to express their
desire to dominate and flog the
Legislature in an election year.
So they keep running the clock
on equity, hoping that a new
Legislature may decide to pay

the schools’ adequacy ransom
and avoid having to say that the
Plaintiffs can’t make their case.

Finally, there’s the circular
logic they applied to the Legis-
lature’s equity solution.  There
is no dispute that the Legisla-
ture’s methods of determining
which districts qualify for eq-
uity funding are of their own ar-
bitrary design.[i]  The Supreme
Court has also repeatedly ruled
that the Legislature may de-
velop new equalization formu-
las that could distribute fewer
equalization dollars, because
the focus is on equitable distri-
bution rather than on the
amount of equalization funding.

Yet every time the Legisla-
ture does so, the Court finds a
way to say that they didn’t
spend enough money.  This
time, they said there wasn’t
enough because the Legislature
used a proration factor in its
new formula.  The Legislature
could have developed a formula
without a proration factor that
would have distributed the
same amount of money, but the
Court used the proration factor
as an excuse to again chastise
the Legislature for not provid-
ing enough money.

The Court repeatedly says
the Legislature can resolve eq-
uity in a variety of ways of their
own device, but that’s like
Henry Ford telling customers
they could choose whatever
color car they wanted as long as
it was black.

This equity ruling sadly has
nothing to do with the educa-
tional interests of students.  It’s
just another attempt to establish
the Judiciary as the dominant
branch of government.

Kansas Supreme Court: Seated left to right: Hon. Marla J. Luckert, Hon. Lawton R. Nuss,

Chief Justice; Hon. Carol A. Beier. Standing left to right: Hon. Dan Biles, Hon. Eric S.

Rosen, Hon. Lee A. Johnson, and Hon. Caleb Stegall.
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Manhattan Free Press Thursday, June 2, 2016 22

Kansas NewsKansas News

Free Estimates
• General Construction
• Roofing
• Renovation & Remodeling
• Siding • Concrete Work
• Foundation Repair
• Metal Buildings
• Sheetrock Repair

Roger Seymour

Phone 785-537-4447

Kansas Profile:
Jill Mason – Confetti & Cashmere

By Ron Wilson, director of
the Huck Boyd National
Institute for Rural Devel-
opment at Kansas State
University.

Let’s go to Los Angeles, for

the VIP after-party for the

Emmy Awards. It’s a big event,

and lots of celebrities are show-

ing up. Who do you suppose

was a key planner for this

event? Would you believe, a

young woman from rural

Kansas? It’s today’s Kansas

Profile.

Jill Mason is the owner of

Confetti & Cashmere Party

Boutique in Manhattan, Kansas.

Jill grew up on a farm in Dick-

inson County.  As a high school

student, she rode a bus 30 miles

to Chapman, where she was ac-

tive in FFA and other school

and community activities.

Jill went on to K-State where

she majored in Hotel and

Restaurant Management and

minored in business administra-

tion.  She also worked in food

service for Chartwells and vol-

unteered at Big Lakes Develop-

ment Center. “I think these

experiences helped me to be-

come a better manager, to be

more well-rounded and work

with lots of different people.”

Jill said.

Jill got an internship with the

Kansas City Chiefs.  “I started

at the very bottom,” Jill said.

But she worked her way up and,

in one-and-a-half years, became

a manager.

She had responsibility for

booking the Stadium Club at

Arrowhead Stadium and grew

the business to $3.5 million in

catering sales annually.

That led to an opportunity to

go to Los Angeles, California.

She helped plan and execute

events for the big pro teams

such as the LA Galaxy, the Lak-

ers, Kings, and Dodgers.  She

was involved in special events

such as VIP parties for the

Emmys and Grammy awards,

NBA playoff games and annual

events such as the Kentucky

Derby.

She lived on the water at

Newport Beach and planned

posh weddings and special

events at a boutique hotel.  It

sounds like an unbelievable ca-

reer.

Of course, she was exposed

to the quirks and demands of

big time celebrities. “One time

we were hosting Elton John for

a performance,” Jill said. “In his

dressing room, he had 25 differ-

ent pairs of sunglasses.  I also

remember that he had to have 1

½ x 1 ½ squares of filet mignon

for his dog.”

It was the experience of a

lifetime, but this Kansas farm

girl was missing the simplicity

and values of the Midwest.

Most of her family was still

back in her home state. Unlike

Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz, it

wasn’t ruby slippers but rather

a call about the new Hilton Gar-

den Inn in Manhattan that

brought her back to Kansas.

This new corporate hotel and

conference center was starting a

catering department, and Jill de-

cided to pursue this opportunity

back home.

After several years at the

catering department, she

wanted to start a party and plan-

ning business of her own.  It is

named Confetti & Cashmere.

“I wanted a name that sug-

gested both celebration and

class,” Jill said.  It operated as

an online business at first, and

then in 2014 she opened a phys-

ical storefront in the historic

limestone buildings of down-

town Manhattan.

Confetti & Cashmere Party

Boutique offers handcrafted

party items such as hats and

garland banners, trendy paper

products, vintage party sup-

plies, amazing balloons, soiree

styling, equipment rentals, and

custom made items and gifts.

These are sold online as well as

in the store.  She also helps

plan events such as realtor

open houses and corporate

events all around Kansas.

“Whether it is an intimate

gathering for ten or an elabo-

rate gala for 4,500, I love how

a simple idea becomes a spec-

tacular memory that is cher-

ished for a lifetime,” Jill wrote

on her website. Through her

online business, she has sold

products from Alaska to Ala-

bama.  It’s a remarkable record

for a farm kid who grew up

near the rural community of

Carlton, population 38 people.

Now, that’s rural.

It’s time to leave Los Ange-

les, where a VIP after-party for

the Emmy Awards was planned

by a girl from Kansas. Now she

has brought her creative skills

back to her native state.  We

commend Jill Mason of Con-

fetti & Cashmere Party Bou-

tique for making a difference

with her entrepreneurship and

creativity.  With that, it’s time

to party.

Boots,
Work

Boots, and
Stetson

Hats 
785-776-7467

1019 Hustetler Dr.
Manhattan, Ks

785-577-0538  or 316-295-8871
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Help Wanted
Nutrition Coordinator wanted at the Riley County

Senior’ Service Center. Outgoing, enthusiastic person,

who is willing to host seniors and volunteers, coordi-

nate meal services and file monthly reports. 6 hours

per day M-F. Pick up application at  or send resume to

401 Houston, Manhattan, Ks 66502 Call 1-800-432-

2703 for information. EOE/AA

Pony Express Cafe
U.S 36 and KS 148

Open

Sunday 7 am - 2 pm

Closed Monday

Tuesday - Friday 6 am - 2 pm

Saturday - 6 am - 8 am

Sunday Lunch Buffet 11 am - 2 pm

785-337-2270
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ployee of the Swiss bank UBS

about the massive scheme to

help wealthy Americans evade

taxes, and why he says the U.S.

Department of Justice chose to

prosecute him, but let nearly

everyone else involved in the

scam get off with light penalties

or none at all.

While UBS agreed to pay a

settlement of $787 million,

Birkenfeld calls it a sweetheart

deal because it was a billion

dollars less than the profit the

bank made from the illegal ac-

counts. There is still no expla-

nation from the Department of

Justice as to who decided which

names were divulged and which

ones were not made public.

Here’s part of my interview:

Birkenfeld: “Why wouldn’t

you get all of the names?”

Attkisson: “In essence, the

secrecy has been allowed to

continue, instead of being

stopped?

Birkenfeld: “Well, that’s pre-

cisely it. It’s a continuation of

Swiss bank secrecy, American

He Blew the Whistle on a Global Financial Firm, Then Broke Open Swiss Bank Secrecy

The FHCS Warrior Track &

Field team finished their 2016

season last Saturday at the Ver-

itas Christian School Invita-

tional, hosted at Eudora High

School.  

This season has gone by in a

flash, but the list of accomplish-

ments is impressive.  Between

the Junior High and High

School teams they set 75 per-

sonal bests and beat 8 school

records.  

On Saturday alone they set

10 personal bests and 2 school

records.  The Junior High Girls

got 5th out of 12 teams, beating

Hogan Prep, WAHAA, Corner-

stone, Ark City, IHS, FCA and

Central Christian Academy.  

The High School Girls took

8th, beating Sunrise, Central

Christian, WAHAA and the

home team, Veritas.  Special

mention from Saturday goes to

the 4x100 meter relay team of

Ann Hess, Madelynn Roberson,

Olivia DeWolf and Angela

Navrat for their 1:00.55.  Con-

gratulations also to Madelynn

for improving her 100 meter

dash record to 14.22.  

Other records set this season

are the 7th grade girls Shotput

(Hannah Trechter, 50’ 4”), 7th

& 8th grade girls’ Javelin (Leah

Sapp, 39’ 8” & Ann Hess, 49’

8”), 7th girls Sprint Medley

Relay (DeWolf, Arnett, Rober-

son, Keeley, 2:20.33), High

School boys 110 Meter High

Hurdles (Khalil Smith, 20.52),

Flint Hills Christiam Ends Track Season

and the High School boys 300

Meter Intermediate Hurdles

(Khalil Smith, 46.92).

Congratulations Warriors!

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) _
Union officials say Wichita
teachers have approved a plan
to lengthen the school day and
shorten the year.

United Teachers of Wichita
president Steve Wentz told The
Wichita Eagle (http://j.mp/1sR-
tUJW ) that nearly 70 percent of
the more than 4,000 ballots the
union received Wednesday
morning were in favor of the
proposed calendar.

The calendar was proposed
as a way to trim about $3 mil-
lion from next year's budget.
It'll shorten the school year by
15 days for Wichita students
and lengthen the school day by
30 minutes.

Under the new calendar, stu-
dents will go to school 158 days
in the 2016-17 school year in-
stead of 173, and teachers will
work 175 days instead of 190.
Their pay will be unaffected by
the changes.

``Everyone agrees this is not
what is best for kids,'' Wentz
said. ``Three weeks less of stu-
dent contact is not what the stu-
dents in (USD) 259 need.''

The Wichita school board
must approve the proposed
change. Members are expected
to approve an addendum to this
year's teacher contract noting
the calendar change, as well as
a new calendar for the 2016-17
school year, during its June 6
meeting.
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style. This was not a real inves-

tigation. This was to cover up

for the rich and powerful people

in this country, the millionaires

and billionaires, and politicians

who had accounts in Switzer-

land.”

While Birkenfeld, the

whistleblower, was prosecuted,

the U.S government worked be-

hind closed to doors to cut a

deal with UBS, which was one

of President Obama’s top

donors. Former Secretary of

State Hillary Clinton took the

lead in negotiations with the

Swiss Foreign Minister.

Birkenfeld: “We were well

aware of many people that had

accounts at UBS that were giv-

ing to political parties. That was

a fact, but yet because it was a

numbered account in Switzer-

land, no one ever thought

they’d be exposed. So that’s

very, very dangerous and some-

thing they don’t want to have

come out.”

Attkisson: “Was it worth it to

expose the practices that you

did to get the $100 million

plus? But also spend years in

prison?”

Birkenfeld: “I think I did it

out of courage and doing the

right thing for my country. I

think people see that, and cer-

tainly I did go to prison for two-

and-a-half years. But the

vindication of getting the $104

million really makes me smile.

Because what it does is send a

message to the DOJ. I beat the

system, and I beat you. And

now, the American people can

decide who is right and who is

wrong.”

Kelsey Warren running the 300 meter Hurdles for Flint Hills Christian School.

Heritage Foundation
This Sunday on “Full Meas-

ure,” we have the incredible

story of a whistleblower sent to

prison after turning evidence

against one of the biggest and

most secretive banks in the

world.

Released from prison four

years ago, Bradley Birkenfeld is

a wealthy man thanks to a

record $104 million settlement

paid to him by the U.S. govern-

ment after he served his time.

I talk with the former em-

Not much has changed in po-

tato chip technology over the

years. It’s still as simple as peel-

ing, slicing, frying, salting and

packaging.

At least, it was, until the fed-

eral government got involved.

By the end of this year,

Jones’ will stop making their

wavy chips because new rules

from the U.S. Food and Drug

Administration has made it im-

possible to get the type of cook-

ing oil that gives the chips their

distinctive flavor.  That oil, par-

tially hydrogenated cooking oil,

is no longer considered safe for

consumption, according to rules

the FDA published last June.

“It is disappointing that we

will have to change a product

that we have been making for

seventy years; however, we are

optimistic that many of our

local customers will enjoy our

new products and continue to

support us,” Bob Jones, presi-

dent of the company, said in a

statement announcing the

changes to their products.

Jones says they will experi-

ment with different kinds of

legal cooking oil and will con-

tinue producing chips with soy-

bean oil for now, but the flavor

won’t be the same.  For a small

business that doesn’t have the

same market reach as big chip

Nanny State: FDA fries family’s potato chip business with new cooking oil mandates
makers like Lays or Wise, los-

ing that distinct flavor could

mean losing customers.

“That’s what all, or many, of

our local customers have grown

to love, and it’s what they ex-

pect,” Jones told local televi-

sion station WMFD. “We’re

doing it because the govern-

ment is telling us to stop doing

it.”

The FDA says the new rules

for cooking oil are intended to

protect Americans from making

potentially dangerous decisions

about what we eat and “demon-

strates the agency’s commit-

ment to the heart health of all

Americans.”

But those decisions have real

consequences — and the ban

isn’t necessary to make people

healthier.

For starters, if you don’t want

to eat unhealthy food, maybe

just stay away from the potato

chip aisle.

And if you still want to eat

chips, good news, the market

has provided for you, too!

Jones’ had already started mak-

ing other varieties of chips

using healthier oils — the com-

pany has had a line of potato

chips with zero grams of trans-

fat for about eight years.  That’s

a sensible thing to do in an age

when many consumers are

more conscious about their

health.

But the federal government

decided to decide for everyone,

and that means Jones’ and their

customers don’t get to decide

for themselves anymore.

“We don’t really have a

choice. Some people say ‘don’t

do it, change back, fight the

government,’” Jones said.

“Those are things I can’t do.”

Few people can. The Nanny

State wins again.

Watchdog

Back in 1940, Frederick

Jones of Mansfield, Ohio, was

facing a serious problem. He

ran a small company that dis-

tributed potato chips, but his

suppliers couldn’t keep up with

demand.

Jones solved the problem the

entrepreneurial way: he bought

potatoes and oil, along with

some basic equipment, and

starting making his own chips

to sell. He kept right on doing

it, making his signature wavy

cut chips for more than 40 years

before turning the company

over to his kids in 1986, when

he retired.

Wichita teachers
vote for shorter
school year
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House Bill Would Strengthen 
Welfare Work Requirement
Heritage Foundation

Rep. Jim Jordan introduced a

bill Thursday that would reform

the Department of Agriculture’s

Supplemental Nutrition Assis-

tance Program.

“Welfare programs are meant

to be a temporary safety net, but

they have become a permanent

way of life for millions of

Americans,” Jordan, R-Ohio,

said in a statement. “Instead of

giving impoverished families

and individuals a helping hand,

the current system penalizes

positive steps toward self-suffi-

ciency.”

According to a press release

from Jordan’s office, H.R.

5360, the Welfare Reform and

Upward Mobility Act, is based

on Maine’s successful reforms

and the welfare reforms of

1996.

The bill would, among other

things, implement stricter work

requirements for “able-bodied”

adults  without dependents re-

ceiving assistance through the

Supplemental Nutrition Assis-

tance Program. It would also

help recipients with employ-

ment training and job searches

to give recipients the tools

needed to overcome poverty.

The Daily Signal is the mul-

timedia news organization of

The Heritage Foundation.

We’ll respect your inbox and

keep you informed.

“Able-bodied individuals

should be required to work—or

be prepared to work—as a con-

dition to receiving aid,” Robert

Rector, a senior research fellow

at The Heritage Foundation,

told The Daily Signal.

Jordan, alongside Rep. Mark

Meadows, R-N.C., and Sen.

Mike Lee, R-Utah, wrote in an

op-ed for National Review on

Thursday that “the key to un-

derstanding America’s social-

welfare system today—and

why it needs to be reformed—

is not its bloated annual budget

but its tendency to undermine

the two most dependable routes

out of poverty: work and mar-

riage.”

“Work and marriage are the

greatest protectors against

poverty. Unfortunately, the

means-tested welfare system

undermines both,” Rachel

Sheffield, a policy analyst at

The Heritage Foundation, told

The Daily Signal in an email.

“These institutions are weaker

today than when the War on

Poverty began back in the

1960s.”  

According to Sheffield, assis-

tance is significantly lessened

or even depleted entirely when

recipients get married, even if

the spouse meets low-income

standards as well. These penal-

ties discourage recipients from

progressing toward a better,

more self-sufficient life, creat-

ing a habitual state of govern-

ment assistance in the U.S.

“Inserting work requirements

for able-bodied adults into wel-

fare and reducing marriage

penalties are crucial to reform,”

Sheffield said in an email to

The Daily Signal.  

“Welfare should complement

efforts toward self-sufficiency

rather than displacing them,”

Rector said. “Like welfare re-

form in 1990s, this bill will sub-

stantially reduce both poverty

and welfare dependents.”

According to a press release

from Jordan’s office, the Wel-

fare Reform and Upward Mo-

bility Act will do the following:

-Improve reporting of means-

tested welfare spending.

-Create state-run work acti-

vation programs to help SNAP

recipients find work through

vocational education, job train-

ing, and job search assistance.

-Focus on able-bodied adults

without dependents, by rein-

forcing an 80-hour per month

work activation program to

help SNAP recipients rise out

of poverty.

-Modify Temporary Assis-

tance for Needy Families

(TANF) to fix existing provi-

sions that penalize marriage, re-

inforcing the family as a

primary way to combat poverty.

H.R. 5360 is currently co-

sponsored by Meadows, Reps.

Scott DesJarlais, R-Tenn.;

Louie Gohmert, R-Texas; and

Steve Chabot, R-Ohio. It is

sponsored in the Senate by Lee.

“I’m honored to work with

Sen. Mike Lee to improve the

welfare system and help our

fellow Americans realize their

goals and potential,” Jordan

said in a statement.
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With opioid addiction
rising, experts eye
medical marijuana

By Michael Bielawski 

Watchdog

DRUG SWITCH: People ad-

dicted to opioids in Vermont

may soon have the ability to use

medical marijuana to combat

their addiction.

With opioid addiction in-

creasing at alarming rates, lead-

ers are open to new ideas,

including the use of medical

marijuana to help mitigate the

crisis.

“People are looking for cre-

ative solutions here,” said

Kalev Freeman, a medical doc-

tor who studies medicinal mar-

ijuana at the Phytoscience

Institute in Montpelier.

“Whether you are in Hardwick

or Rutland or Burlington, we

are seeing this all over the state,

and really all over New Eng-

land.”

According to the Vermont

Department of Health, the num-

ber of people treated for pre-

scription opioid abuse between

2010 and 2014 went up about

52 percent, from 1,946 to 2,971.

During that same period, those

receiving treatment for heroin

abuse went up over 262 percent,

from 623 to 2,258.

The numbers do not account

for untreated drug abuse. Ac-

cording to a VTDigger special

report in February, Chittenden

County alone had 300 people

waiting for treatment, with wait

times averaging one year. The

treatment is costly too: over $13

million in tax payer money was

budgeted to fight the opioid epi-

demic in 2015.

Freeman, who is board-certi-

fied in emergency medicine,

frequently sees the worst of the

opioid crisis from inside emer-

gency rooms.

“It’s gotten worse,” he said.

“I moved here from Boston

eight years ago, and I remember

when I was working in their

city hospital we saw a lot of

heroin overdoses. When I

moved to Vermont I said, ‘Well

this is great, we won’t have this

problem in Vermont.’ (But)

over the last eight years it’s in-

creased dramatically. It’s really

different working today from

seven or eight years ago.”

Sign-up for our Vermont

Watchdog email list to receive

the latest news and in-depth

coverage.

Freeman says he is seeing

opioid addicts turn to medical

marijuana for help on their own

initiative, and with some suc-

cess.

“(The medical marijuana

program) has been going on for

about three years now, and over

those years we have seen this

group of patients who are using

opioids already for chronic pain

being referred to the medical

marijuana dispensaries, and

they are asking for help for get-

ting off of pain meds.”

While medical marijuana use

is commonly used to help alle-

viate chronic pain, Gov. Peter

Shumlin is expected to sign a

bill to broaden the scope of

medical marijuana use which,

according to Freeman’s inter-

pretation, should include opioid

addicts. It will not include clin-

ical trials on patients due to

FDA restrictions, but entities

like Phytoscience will be able

to experiment with the medical

strains within their laboratories.

Willy Cats-Baril, a Univer-

sity of Vermont business profes-

sor and colleague of Freeman’s

at Phytoscience Institute, says

the bill will not only open up

the market, but also expand the

scope of research allowed.

“We were very happy about

S.14,” said Cats-Baril. “Ver-

mont has maybe the strictest

medical marijuana program in

the country. Comparatively

speaking, the percentage of Ver-

monters that are on a medical

marijuana program is the lowest

in the country.”

He echoed Freeman’s senti-

ment that opioid addiction is an

urgent situation.

“This opium epidemic is

killing, I think, 1,500 people a

year in New Hampshire. This is

serious stuff,” Cats-Baril said.

“Politicians are taking their

head out of the sand here and

addressing it because it is be-

coming a real major issue that

is draining a tremendous

amount of resources.”

State Rep. Chip Troiano, D-

Stannard, a member of the

House Committee on Human

Services, has been advocating

for better treatment for those

suffering from opioid addiction.

He acknowledged the avenue of

using marijuana.

“I guess ‘treatment’ is the key

word, because there are many

who would say it’s not treat-

ment, but … is kind of sup-

planting one substance use for

another that is less damaging,”

Troiano said.

“I think we should be ready

to put any tool in the box that

we can. It’s a real problem and

we are spending tons of money

on it. Anything that may have a

positive impact on the treat-

ment, I would support it.”

Have
You
Read
What
The
Free Press
Said

Politics/Commentary
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County Minutes Are Light On Detail

Board of Riley County

Commissioners Regular

Meeting

Minutes

May 23, 2016

115 North 4th Street Man-

hattan, KS 66502  

Cindy Kabriel 785-565-6200

Commission Chambers

8:30 AM

District 1 – Ben Wilson,

Chair

8:30 AM Call to

Order

Attendee NameTitleSta-

tusArrivedRobert BoydCounty

CommissionerPresent8:30 AM-

Ronald WellsCounty Commis-

sionerPresent8:30 AMBen

WilsonCounty CommissionerP-

resent8:30 AMRich Vargo-

County ClerkPresent8:30

AMCraig CoxDeputy County

CounselorPresent8:30 AM-

Cindy VolantiHuman Resource

Manager/Deputy ClerkPre-

sent8:30 AMMonty WedelPlan-

ning & Special Projects

DirectorPresent8:30 AMLeon

HobsonPublic Works Direc-

tor/County EngineerPre-

sent8:30 AMJoan

StricklerLeague of Women Vot-

ersPresent8:34 AMPat

CollinsEmergency Manage-

ment DirectorPresent8:36

AMLea SkeneManhattan Mer-

curyPresent8:48 AMKevin

HowserIT/GIS DirectorPre-

sent8:50 AMJennifer Wilson-

County Extension

DirectorPresent9:00 AMJohn

JobeExtensionPresent9:00 AM-

Brady BaumanKMANPre-

sent9:07 AMGreg

McClureExtension AgentPre-

sent9:30 AMGregg Eyestone-

Extension AgentPresent9:30

AMAlvin PerezPublic Works

Operations/Fleet ManagerPre-

sent10:23 AM

Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment

Public Comments

Hobson said the low bid on

the Winkler Mills Bridge ap-

pears to be valid. Hobson stated

the project should begin the be-

ginning of October. Hobson

said staff will post message

boards on the road the first of

September.

Hobson stated on the Carson

Sewer Benefit District improve-

ment he would like to discuss

with the Board where to get the

money for the project.

Commission Comments

Commission Comments

Wilson’s Comments:

Thursday I attended the joint

City/County/County meeting,

where we had an informative

presentation regarding the Joint

Land Use Study with Fort Riley

and the neighboring counties

and cities.

Afterwards, I attended the

first annual Public Works Expo

at CiCo Park. I was impressed

with the turnout despite the rain

and those in attendance seemed

to be enjoying themselves. It

was also a good time to get to

know the county Public Works

staff better and see some of the

equipment up close.

Friday I talked with a con-

stituent and subsequently with

RCPD and the Highway Patrol

regarding concerns about po-

tential traffic delays caused by

the race along K-177 on Satur-

day. Friday I also read a couple

issues of the Kansas Govern-

ment Journal.

Boyd’s Comments: Thurs-

day 05.19.16

Attended Good Morning

Manhattan prior to our commis-

sion meeting. Chairman Wilson

gave an update on the County

activities.

Attended the Manhattan Ro-

tary Club meeting where Riley

County’s very own Allana

Saenger of the Museum gave a

very interesting presentation on

our County’s history.

Attended the City/County

/County meeting at the Manhat-

tan City Commission room.

Jennifer Jordan of the Flint

Hills Regional Council pre-

sented an update on the Joint

Land Use Study (JLUS) regard-

ing Fort Riley and the surround-

ing communities. The JLUS is

an opportunity to identify areas

and efforts, which promote

compatibility with Fort Riley

activities.

Friday 05.20.16

Chaired the Flint Hills Re-

gional Council regularly sched-

uled meeting at the Wamego

City Chambers. The group was

provided updates from staff and

member communities and

treated to briefings by Fort

Riley Director of Environmen-

tal Programs, Herb Abel and

Kansas Department of

Wildlife’s Trent McCown.

Saturday 05.21.16

Read legal briefs regarding

Riley County, which were any-

thing but brief.

Sunday 05.22.16

Worked on correspondence

and preparations after church.

Met with a constituent re-

garding Riley County issues.

Wells’ Comments:

Wells stated he attended the

City/County/County Meeting

regarding the JLUS.

Wells said he met with sev-

eral constituents on the RCPD

budget, cost of security, and the

potential sale of the Courthouse

Plaza East Facility.

Business Meeting

Action on Outstanding

Check Resolution

Move to approve Resolution

No. 052316-22, Resolution for

voiding outstanding checks is-

sued by Riley County prior to

April 30, 2014.

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner Boyd,

Wells, Wilson

Naming of Public Roads

Move to approve “Resolu-

tion No. 052316-23, Resolution

naming a road in Riley County,

Kansas outside the corporate

limits of any city and repealing

Resolution No. 042816-20” -

Durein Trail.

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner Boyd,

Wells, Wilson

Naming of Public Roads

Move to approve “Resolu-

tion No. 052316-24, Resolution

naming a road in Riley County,

Kansas outside the corporate

limits of any city and repealing

Resolution No. 042816-21” -

Oilfield Trail.

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner Boyd,

Wells, Wilson

Sign a Tax Roll Correction

for the Bruce Oberhelman Trust

and Tara Raney Hake

Move to approve the Tax

Roll Correction for the Bruce

Oberhelman Trust and Tara

Raney Hake (204-18-2-60-09-

005.00-0) for tax year 2015.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $2,384.86.

ADOPTED[UNANIMOUS]

County Commissioner

Boyd, Wells, Wilson

USDA grant and Loan

Forms

P. Collins reported Kevin

McCann with USDA met with

staff last week on the SCBA

grant and loan application and

process.

Move to sign the USDA

grant and loan letter of condi-

tions and SF 1940-1 forms.

ADOPTED [UNANI-

MOUS]

County Commissioner

Boyd, Wells, Wilson

(Editor’s Note: What

Grant? What Loan? Minutes

are to give the public an idea

of what the Commission is

passing. The County needs to

make out complete minutes

and they are not. What do

they not want the public to

know?)

Sign Riley County Person-

nel Action Form(s)

The Board of County Com-

missioners signed a Riley

County Personnel Action Form

for Travis Gordon, for a pro-

motion, as a Systems Ana-

lyst/Admin, in the Information

Technology Department, at a

grade R step 3, at $27.06 per

hour.

Review Minutes

Board of Riley County

Commissioners - Regular

Meeting - May 19, 2016 9:00

AM

Move to approve the min-

utes.

RESULT: ACCEPTED AS

AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner SEC-

ONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Review Tentative Agenda

9. Tentative Agenda

Press Conference Topics-

Discuss Press Conference

Corps of Engineers Report-

Brian McNulty

9:00 AM

Jennifer Wilson, County Ex-

tension Director

11.Extension Staff Time

J. Wilson presented an Ex-

tension calendar of events re-

port.

J. Wilson reported the VITA

tax service prepared 528 Fed-

eral and 529 Kansas tax returns

which was a 12% increase this

year. J. Wilson said 20 volun-

teers contributed 500 hours of

service.

Jobe discussed the Making a

Difference program to engage

the Spanish speaking popula-

tion. Jobe stated Priscila

Aguero, a KSU accounting

major, who is an intern with

Extension helped with the pro-

gram.

9:15 AM

Hometown Cafe
Barnes, Ks

785-763-4560

Breakfast & Lunch Specials

New Summer Hours

Mon-Sat. 7:00 am - 7 pm - Sunday 10 am - 2 pm

Help Wanted
Part time kitchen assistant at the Riley County seniors’

Services Center, 4 hours/day M-F. Benefits are sick

leave, holidays, paid vacation. Application and job de-

scription at the Senior Center, 301 N 4th St. Manhat-

tan, Ks or send resume to 401 Houston, Manhattan, Ks

66502 Call 1-800-432-2703 for information. EOE/AA

See Page 10

Lori Feldkamp, Big Lakes

Developmental Center Director

12. Big Lakes Developmen-

tal Center update No update.

9:30 AM

Press Conference

13. Tractor Safety Course –

June 7 & 8 - Greg McClure (3

minutes)

McClure reported the Tractor

Safety Course will be June 7th

& 8th at KanEquip, 18035 East

Hwy 24.

14. Rewrite of Zoning and

Subdivision Regulations -

Monty Wedel (2 minutes)

Wedel reported LSL Plan-

ning/SAFE built will assist

Riley County in the rewrite of

the Riley County Zoning and

Subdivision Regulations. Wedel

said the project formally began

on May 2nd. Wedel said the

project kick-off with the con-

sultant will be May 25th in a

joint session with the Riley

County Planning Board and the

Manhattan Urban Area Plan-

ning Board at 3:00 p.m. on

Wednesday, May 25th.

15. Garden Tour - Gregg

Eyestone (2-3 minutes)

Eyestone reported the Gar-

den Tour will be Sunday, June

5th from 1:00- 5:00 p.m.

10:00 AM

Break

10:10 AM

Craig Cox, Deputy County

Counselor

16. Administrative Work Ses-

sion

17. Pending County Projects

County Counselor

Cox discussed activities he

has been working on. Cox

stated he is preparing for the

next tax sale.

10:09 AM

18. Executive session

for preliminary discussions

relating to the acquisition of

real property

Move that the Board of Riley

County Commissioners, includ-

ing Chairman Wilson and Com-

missioner Wells, along with

Clancy Holeman, Riley County
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City of Manhattan Works On Anti-Discrimination

CITY COMMISSION

AGENDA MEMO May 24,

2016

FROM: Jason Hilgers,

Deputy City Manager

MEETING: May 31, 2016

SUBJECT: Anti-Dis-

crimination Ordinance PRE-

SENTERS: Jason Hilgers,

Deputy City Manager

Katharine Jackson, City

Attorney

BACKGROUND

In early 2016, a majority of

the City Commission asked

City Administration to explore

a change to the discrimination

ordinance potentially adding

sexual orientation and/or gen-

der identity. The City Commis-

sion also asked the Human

Rights and Services Board

(HRSB) to provide input. At its

March 10, 2016, board meeting,

HRSB voted 5-1 in support of

an ordinance that would amend

the existing version of Chapter

10 to add sexual orientation and

gender identity to the list of pro-

tected classes. This input in-

cluded a recommendation that

the ordinance create a local

human rights commission (or

similar mechanism) to enforce

complaints of discrimination on

any basis in the City of Manhat-

tan.

On April 5, 2016, City Ad-

ministration provided the City

Commission with an overview

of options to consider, similar to

the HRSB. Feedback was pro-

vided by a majority to pursue an

option that would have similar-

ities to the Roeland Park Ordi-

nance, which would add sexual

orientation and gender identity

to the list of protected classes,

and to explore some level of en-

forcement and penalties to be

administered locally.

DISCUSSION

City Administration has pre-

pared a draft ordinance that in-

cludes adding sexual

orientation and gender identity,

in Chapter 10, as protected

classes in the categories of em-

ployment, housing, and public

accommodation. City Adminis-

tration has also prepared defini-

tions for a variety of terms,

including the two additional

protected classes. In this ordi-

nance, religious organizations

and nonprofit fraternal or social

associations/corporations are

specifically called out to “not be

included” in the definitions of

an employer, rental housing,

and public accommodations.

We also included a definition of

employer that is more consis-

tent with the State of Kansas

rather than Roeland Park’s

more limited definition of a li-

censed business.

The draft ordinance contin-

ues to create the HRSB (as does

the current Chapter 10) and de-

fines their role as an advisory

board to the City Commission.

They do not have a role, how-

ever, in the investigation or en-

forcement procedures for

sexual orientation or gender

identity complaints. Their pow-

ers and duties, which are very

consistent with how they are

known and understood today,

are defined in Section 10-14.

The only significant difference

is the role to investigate, medi-

ate, and attempt to reach concil-

iation for all the protected

classes today.

Section 10-17 of the draft de-

fines the actions and behaviors

not allowed within the ordi-

nance for employment, hous-

ing, and public accommodation.

In the category of housing,

rental units have been defined

as a property containing more

than four units. Therefore, a sin-

gle family home or a duplex

that is a rental would not be

subject to this ordinance. Reli-

gious organizations are also ex-

empt from discrimination in

the housing section for the sale

or rental of real property or

rental housing owned by the re-

ligious organization.

Sections 10-18 through 10-

23 highlight the enforcement

procedures of the draft ordi-

nance. In summary, the ag-

grieved party files a complaint

with the City. The City investi-

gates the complaint and deter-

mines whether or not it has

merit or finds probable cause.

If probable cause is found, an

investigation is conducted. If

no settlement is reached, the

issue goes before a hearing of-

ficer to determine if discrimi-

nation has occurred. At any

point a settlement may be

reached and compliance

gained. If there is a discrepancy

along the way with a settlement

and compliance, the discrep-

ancy can be appealed and han-

dled in district court. This can

occur either at the investigative

point in the process or during

the hearing officer proceed-

ings. The flow chart attached

does a good job of outlining all

the options.

Section 10-23 identifies the

“Remedies” or the factors in-

cluded in determining a settle-

ment by the investigator or an

order by the hearing officer. In

the area of employment, the sta-

tus of the employee (hiring, re-

instatement, and/or upgrading)

of the employee, back pay, and

retroactive benefits will be con-

sidered. Public accommodation

complaints will focus on the ad-

mission to and full and equal

use and enjoyment of goods,

services, facilities, and accom-

modations offered. Housing

complaints will consider the

selling or renting of a property,

the lending of money for acqui-

sition, construction, rehabilita-

tion, repair or maintenance of

housing/real property, or the

granting of loans or other finan-

cial assistance secured by hous-

ing/real property. The above

remedies shall be in addition to

the civil penalty of up to $500.

Section 10-24 identifies the

exemptions for this section of

the code. Educational institu-

tions (Unified School District,

Manhattan Area Technical Col-

lege, Manhattan Christian Col-

lege, Kansas State University,

etc.) and any department,

agency, or political division of

the USA, State of Kansas, Riley

County, or Pottawatomie

County are exempt from this or-

dinance.

At this time, City Adminis-

tration is seeking input and

feedback on the draft ordinance.

FINANCING

Staff considerations to this

point, in enforcing the draft or-

dinance, would include existing

staff in the departments of

Legal, Human Resources, and

the City Manager’s Office. If

several complaints are filed and

pursued, or the final ordinance

creates additional tasks and re-

sponsibilities, City Administra-

tion recognizes additional

resources and staff may be nec-

essary.

ALTERNATIVES

As this is a discussion item,

City Administration is seeking

guidance from the City Com-

mission on its desired approach.

RECOMMENDATION

As this is a discussion item,

no action will be taken.

However, City Administration

requests the City Commission’s

guidance on the draft ordinance.

Senators: Stop Targeting Opponents of Obama’s Energy Policies
Heritage Fournation

On Thursday, five U.S. sena-
tors sent a letter to Attorney
General Loretta Lynch demand-
ing that she stop using Justice
Department “law enforcement
resources to stifle private debate
on one of the most controversial
public issues of our time—cli-
mate change.”

Sens. Ted Cruz, R-Texas,
Mike Lee, R-Utah, Jeff Ses-

sions, R-Ala., David Perdue, R-
Ga., and David Vitter, R-La.,
expressed their concern over
the response that Lynch gave at
an oversight hearing before the
Senate Judiciary Committee in
March.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-
R.I., was pressing Lynch to
criminally investigate anyone
who refuses to accept man-in-
duced climate change as an

unassailable fact.
The response of the chief law

enforcement official of the
United States should have been
that it is the duty of the Justice
Department to fairly enforce the
law in a dispassionate, non-ide-
ological manner based on facts,
not to investigate those who
hold disfavored views regard-
ing scientific controversies and
an unproven scientific theory.

Instead, to the senators’ “as-
tonishment,” Lynch said that
the “matter has been dis-
cussed” and she had “referred
it to the FBI to consider
whether or not it meets the cri-
teria for what we could take ac-
tion on.”

The senators also refer to a
“coalition of environmentalists
and lawmakers” who asked the
Justice Department in 2015 to

investigate a “private sector
company” over its views on cli-
mate change for violating the
Racketeer Influenced and Cor-
rupt Organizations Act.

This is the 1970s-era law that
was passed by Congress to tar-
get mob organizations. And
they express their concern over
the actions by certain state at-
torneys general to go after other
private parties, including sub-

poenaing universities, scien-
tists, and nonprofit organiza-
tions for all of their research
and communications on climate
change.

The Competitive Enterprise
Institute is one of the think
tanks that was subpoenaed by
the Virgin Islands attorney gen-
eral, Claude Walker, for all of
its research.

The Manhattan City Commission

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
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PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) _

Portland Public Schools,

searching for a new way to

teach young students to read

and write after years of strug-

gle, has decided to go it alone.

At the strong urging of teach-

ers and other educators who've

sampled various reading series,

Oregon's largest district on

Tuesday rejected offerings from

every major publisher. Instead,

it decided to buy six compo-

nents from five companies and

combine them into a unique

reading and writing curriculum

of its own.

Beaverton schools have al-

ready made a similar shift and

will add the same main reading

program that Portland picked,

Units of Study in Reading, to all

33 of its elementary and K-8

schools this summer.

It's becoming increasingly

common for the nation's school

districts to create their own ele-

mentary reading curriculum.

Educators have realized that

rigidly adhering to a single

reading series, which used to be

praised as showing ``fidelity,''

poorly served a lot of children,

including those learning Eng-

lish as a second language, said

Donald Bear, a literacy expert

and author of both mainstream

and supplemental reading pro-

grams.

Mixing and merging an as-

sortment of reading programs

``is risky,'' said University of

Oregon education professor

Gina Biancorosa, a Harvard

University-trained expert in

reading and literacy. The effec-

tiveness of the suite of materials

Portland and Beaverton have

chosen is unproven, and the ap-

proach requires greater skill and

judgment by teachers to pick

Portland, Beaverton schools reject usual reading approach
the right lessons and the

smartest sequence for skill-

building.

But sticking with a main-

stream reading series would be

risky, too, Biancorosa said, not-

ing there's no solid evidence

that textbooks by familiar

names such as Scott Foresman

or Houghton Mifflin are effec-

tive either.

Portland picked teachers

from about three dozen schools

who tried the six components it

plans to adopt, plus a seventh

program it didn't pick up, for

much of this winter and spring.

District officials measured

some of the results, but so far

have declined to release the

findings.

Mainstream reading pro-

grams, which contain scripted

lessons designed to teach phon-

ics, fluent reading, accuracy,

comprehension and vocabulary,

are called comprehensive core

reading programs. Research

into how young readers learn,

along with a big nudge from the

federal No Child Left Behind

law, enshrined them as standard

in nearly all U.S. schools over

the past decade and half.

But after Portland Public

Schools' current reading series,

Scott Foresman's Reading

Street, didn't pan out well, dis-

trict officials were open to

novel options. A district selec-

tion committee eventually sug-

gested forgoing any mainstream

reading series until at least

2023.

Teachers and other educators

on the district's selection com-

mittee had two primary reasons

for ruling out mainstream offer-

ings, said Elizabeth Martin, one

of five former teachers who co-

ordinate and provide training

for elementary literacy instruc-

tion in Portland Public Schools.

Most series failed to broadly

include cultural minorities or

portrayed them in stereotypical

ways, she said. And all of them

catered to a limited band of stu-

dents in the middle, offering lit-

tle instruction that fits well for

the weakest or strongest read-

ers, Martin said.

Portland chief academic offi-

cer Chris Russo said the district

must do a better job teaching to

all children to read _ and black

and Latino students in particu-

lar.

In 2014, the last year Ore-

gon's old state tests were given,

27 percent of the district's third-

graders failed the reading exam.

In 2015, using the more chal-

lenging Smarter Balanced tests,

43 percent of Portland third-

graders, including about 70 per-

cent of blacks and Latinos, fell

short of the national proficiency

standard.

Russo is hopeful the new ap-

proach, backed with lots of

teacher training, can help drive

the huge improvements Port-

land schools need to show.

This fall, the new approach

will be fully implemented in all

Beaverton elementary schools

and in 10 of Portland's 56 ele-

mentary and K-8 schools. Port-

land plans to provide the new

materials to its remaining 46

schools over the next two years.

Both districts plan to rely

heavily on teachers' judgment

to interpret test results and cus-

tomize lessons, small group

work and independent assign-

ments to match the needs of in-

dividual readers, said Portland's

Martin and Beaverton's Nicole

Will, administrator for elemen-

tary curriculum, instruction and

assessment.

Teachers don't view that as

putting too much weight on

their shoulders, Will said.

Rather, they've been hungry to

cast aside scripted programs

and use their professional judg-

ment to match lessons to stu-

dents.

``They're finding it refresh-

ing, exciting,'' she said.

Elizabeth Skorohodov, a

kindergarten teacher at Atkin-

son Elementary in Southeast

Portland, tried out Units of

Study this spring and was re-

lieved to no longer have only

lessons that sail over the heads

of her struggling readers and

bore her most advanced ones.

``It is very much based on the

interests of the kids,'' she said.

``It's highly engaging, and all

my students are seeing them-

selves as readers and writers. It

is a really rich program, and I

saw results.''

Teachers at schools across

Portland who tested various op-

tions are fired up about their

committee's final selections,

which the Portland school

board approved unanimously

Tuesday night.

Teachers will need to weave

all the programs together and

customize the scope and

arrangement of lessons for indi-

vidual students. That will re-

quire far more training than

simply opening a teaching man-

ual containing a year's worth of

scripted lessons.

`It is very much based on the

interests of the kids... I saw re-

sults.'' _ Kindergarten teacher

Elizabeth Skorohodov

Both Portland and Beaverton

plan three full days of training

in August for K-5 teachers in

schools adopting the new pro-

grams. The districts also plan to

offer whole and partial days of

training during the year. Port-

land will also pay eight full-

time coaches for the 10 schools

that get the books this year: Ar-

leta, Bridger, Forest Park,

Grout, Laurelhurst, Lewis, Sit-

ton, Vernon, Vestal and Whit-

man

Portland is taking those steps

because it learned a lesson

when it last adopted new read-

ing materials in 2007, Russo

said.

The district first failed to get

widespread buy-in from teach-

ers, a problem it rectified this

time by asking two large

teacher-dominated committees

to frame and make the selec-

tion, Russo said.

The district then com-

pounded the problem, he said,

by providing almost no training

to teachers, except in high-

needs schools. As a result, some

teachers barely used the text-

books, while others felt ill-

equipped to use their full

spectrum of features, he said.

Biancorosa, the University of

Oregon expert on literacy edu-

cation, said providing as much

training as Beaverton and Port-

land plan to offer is smart.

``Professional development

and coaching is really key, no

matter what what curriculum or

potpourri of products you are

putting together,'' she said.

``Sixty hours of training in the

first year sounds

fantastic.''There is no evidence

from a valid scientific study to

show that Units of Study in

Reading, either alone or in a

suite like the ones Portland and

Beaverton are developing, work

to get nearly all students to

learn to read well.

To assure taxpayers, parents

and teachers that the new mate-

rials are effective, Biancorosa

said, Portland Public Schools

should hire an independent re-

search team to examine the re-

sults and make them public.

Russo said the district is com-

mitted to doing so, but has not

decided on any specifics of who

would to the research or what

metrics and standards of suc-

cess they might use.

At a public hearing, Meg

Hagan, a parent of two Portland

students and an advocate for

students who have difficulty

learning to read, pressed the

district's curriculum director

and board members to explain

how they'll determine whether

the new materials are a success.

None of them gave specific an-

swers.

State reading tests, given

starting in third grade, won't

show how well the program is

working in the earlier grades.

But parents and educators will

want answers to that question

after the new approach is in

place, Biancorosa said.

But board member Julie Es-

parza Brown, whose day job as

a Portland State University ed-

ucation professor involves

knowing research about early

reading instruction, said she and

the rest of the board will insist

on seeing evidence the new ap-

proach is paying off for all

groups of students.

Biancorosa said current tests

developed at UO that track

young students' progress in

reading can provide important

insights if researchers compare

results from the 10 schools with

the new materials to 10 very

similar Portland schools with-

out them.
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Minutes Are Light On Detail _________from page 6
Counselor, recess into exec-

utive session pursuant to the

preliminary discussions relating

to the acquisition of real prop-

erty exception to the Kansas

Open Meetings Act, in order to

discuss an initial offer of pur-

chase by the county, the open

meeting to resume in the

County Commission Chambers

at 10:20 a.m.

R E S U L T A D O P T E D

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner SEC-

ONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

10:20 AM

Move to go out of the execu-

tive session.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner SEC-

ONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner AYES:

Boyd, Wells, Wilson

No binding action was taken

during the executive session.

10:30 AM

Rich Vargo, County Clerk

19. CIP Work Session - April

2016

Vargo presented the CIP

work session information.

Boyd asked for staff to dis-

cuss and present information to

the Board for consolidated stor-

age area for multiple depart-

ments.

Wilson stated the emergency

sirens should be purchased this

year. Boyd asked if there is any-

thing time critical to be pur-

chased this year. Hobson said

the mower in Parks, if it is to be

used this mowing season.

Boyd suggested approving

the mower, RCPD intercom

system, and one truck in Public

Works.

Hobson recommended the

Board consider the Walk & Roll

roller and lift as needed.

Move to approve the CIP

activation of the Parks

Mower-$25,000, Public

Works 3/4 tone 4x4 Ext. Cab

Pickup-$28,000, Public

Works Walk & Roll roller

and lift-$40,000 and the LEC

Jail Intercom System

$210,000.

R E S U L T : A D O P T E D

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

11:15 AM

Jane Freyenberger, WIC Co-

ordinator

20. Out  of  State  Travel  Re-

quest  to  attend  National  WIC

Association (NWA) Nutrition

Education and Breastfeeding

Biennial Conference

Freyenberger presented the

out-of-state travel requests.

Move to approve the Out of

State Travel Requests for Lori

Fortin and Jane Freyenberger to

attend the NWA conference

with the understanding the

county will be reimbursed for

training and travel expenses

from the state WIC office.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner SEC-

ONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner AYES:

Boyd, Wells, Wilson

11:25 AM

Monty Wedel, Planning/Spe-

cial Projects Director

21. Approve  Project

Steering Committee for New

Land  Development Regula-

tions

Wedel discussed the Project

Steering Committee for New

Land Development Regula-

tions. Wedel said he asked the

various groups for their recom-

mendation of the representa-

tives listed on the committee.

Move to approve the Project

Steering Committee for the

New Land Development Regu-

lations.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner SEC-

ONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner AYES:

Boyd, Wells, Wilson

22. Replacement of Lift Sta-

tion at Carson Sewer District

Hobson discussed the re-

placement of the lift station for

the Carson Sewer Benefit Dis-

trict.

Hobson said based on the es-

timated life cycle of the two

proposals, and the warranty

and everything will be new,

staff would recommend the

Riley County Commission au-

thorize the total replacement of

the Carson Sewer District lift

station.

The Board agreed by con-

sensus to the total replacement

with the auto dialer, $63,284,

for the Carson Sewer Benefit

Waterville Golf Course
Public Welcome - 9 hole grass green course.

Green Fees are $15.00 a day, plus cart rental fees are posted

The clubhouse is available to rent. Members
cost is $30.00. Guest cost is $50.00. There is a
required deposit of $50.00 for all renter.

Memberships:

$325 single membership

$375 family membership

Call Larry Nolte

at 785-363-7311

District lift station.

Hobson stated $40,000 could

be transferred from the Public

Works budget for the Carson

Sewer Benefit District lift sta-

tion replacement.

Move to authorize the trans-

fer of $40,000 from the Public

Works budget for the Carson

Sewer Benefit District lift sta-

tion repair. The $40,000 is to be

paid back to Riley County to in-

clude interest.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner SEC-

ONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner AYES:

Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Move to approve the pur-

chase of a new Smith & Love-

less factory- build Everlast

1000 Series lift station with

auto dialer in the amount of

$63,284 from the Ray Lindsay

Company.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner SEC-

ONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner AYES:

Boyd, Wells, Wilson

11:42 AM

AdjournmentMove to ad-

journ.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner SEC-

ONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner AYES:

Boyd, Wells, Wilson

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ The
Kansas Senate's top Republi-
can is pushing to override GOP
Gov. Sam Brownback's veto of
a bill enmeshed in a multi-mil-
lion dollar tax dispute between
the state and a retired pizza
magnate.

Senate President Susan
Wagle said Brownback
``turned his back on Kansas
taxpayers'' earlier this month
when he rejected the bill over a
provision dealing with how tax
disputes are handled. Lawmak-
ers expect to vote on overriding
the veto Wednesday, when they
also have a brief ceremony for-
mally adjourning their annual
session.

The disputed provision
would have ensured that any

taxpayer losing in a dispute be-
fore the Board of Tax Appeals
could seek another full trial in
district court before taking the
case to the state Court of Ap-
peals for a more limited review.

Legislators are considering
the issue as Gene Bicknell
fights for a refund of $42.5 mil-
lion in state income taxes paid
under protest in 2013. Bicknell
once owned more Pizza Hut
franchises than anyone else in
the U.S. He grew up in Pitts-
burg and ran unsuccessfully for
the Republican nomination for
governor in 1994.

Bicknell moved to Florida
before selling his company in
2006. He and the state disagree
over whether, based on activi-
ties such as charitable contribu-

tions, he was still a Kansas res-
ident in 2005 and 2006.

Bicknell has publicly
likened Brownback's actions to
``tax extortion,'' while the gov-
ernor has argued the bill would
have given Bicknell and other
wealthy taxpayers special treat-
ment. Both chambers approved
the final version unanimously
_ setting up a potentially rare
rebuke of a Republican gover-
nor by a GOP-dominated Leg-
islature.

``We would certainly like
them to take a shot at an over-
ride,'' said Mike O'Neal, presi-
dent and CEO of the powerful
Kansas Chamber of Com-
merce. ``It was pretty obvious
that this was targeted at one
particular tax issue.''

Kansas lawmakers return to tax fight involving pizza magnate



Manhattan Free Press Thursday, June 2, 2016 1111

With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

Baylor Hires Former Wake Coach Jim Grobe
Baylor has hired former

Wake Forest coach Jim Grobe
to replace Art Briles and lead its
football program through a tu-
multuous time.

The school announced Mon-
day that Grobe had been hired
as the acting coach.

Briles was let go last week
after the release of a report
commissioned by the Waco,
Texas, school that accused the
successful coach of not re-
sponding to or inappropriately
handling allegations of sexual
assault and violence by mem-
bers of his team.

Grobe, 64, has been out of
coaching for two seasons. He
spent 13 years with Wake For-
est, leading the team to some of
its best seasons. Grobe was 77-
82, including an Atlantic Coast

Conference title and Orange
Bowl appearance in 2006. The
Demon Deacons went to five
bowl games under Grobe, half
the school's overall total.

He resigned after the 2013
season, his fifth straight at
Wake Forest that ended with a
losing record.

``It is an honor for me to
have the opportunity to join the
Baylor football program during
this important time,'' Grobe said
in a statement released by the
school.

``I am looking forward to
getting to know and working
with the coaches and players in
the coming days, and I have
great respect for Baylor as an
institution and its long-standing
heritage.

``As a coach, winning is im-

portant. At the same time, I
want to assure the Baylor fam-
ily that every decision we will
make in this football program
will be made with Baylor Uni-
versity, her students and our
student-athletes in mind.''

This is a difficult time of the
year to hire a football coach, es-
pecially at a university wracked
by scandal reaching the presi-
dent's office.

There was speculation and
unconfirmed reports following
the move to dismiss Briles that
Baylor would promote defen-
sive coordinator Phil Bennett to
interim coach.

Instead, the university beset
with uncertainty after also de-
moting president Kenneth Starr
and putting athletic director Ian

McCaw on probation, decided
to go outside the program for at
least a temporary solution.

``Jim Grobe is the right
leader at this time to move
Baylor University and the foot-
ball program forward,'' McCaw
said in a statement.

``Coach Grobe enjoys an
impeccable reputation within
the intercollegiate athletics
community and is a man of
great integrity and faith.''

It is still unclear how much
of the current staff will remain
at Baylor for the upcoming sea-
son. Briles's son, Kendal, is
Baylor's offensive coordinator
and Briles' son-in-law, Jeff
Lebby, is running backs coach.

While the report by the Pep-
per Hamilton law firm did not
give details and specific names
of other coaches involved in
wrongdoing, the fact finding
did state that staff members
spoke directly to potential vic-
tims of sexual and violent
crimes, discouraged them from
reporting allegations and with-
held information about allega-
tions against football players
from the university.

Art Briles was suspended
with the intent to terminate. He
was two years into a 10-year
contract that paid more than $4
million annually.

In eight seasons at Baylor,
Briles had turned the Bears into

a Big 12 powerhouse after they
languished at the bottom of the
conference since joining in
1996.

Grobe is still an active mem-
ber of the American Football
Coaches Association, which is
headquartered in Waco. He
served an eight-year term
(2006-13) as chair of the orga-
nization's ethics committee.
During that time, the AFCA
was led by former longtime
Baylor coach Grant Teaff.

Before taking over at Wake
in 2001, Grobe coached Ohio
University for six years.

In 1995 he took over a pro-
gram that had not won more
than four games in a single sea-
son the previous 12 years. 

Great Plains Energy to purchase Westar Energy
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP)

— Great Plains Energy on
Tuesday announced plans to
buy rival Westar for about $8.6
billion, creating one large
power provider in Kansas and
Missouri with more than 1.5
million customers.

The two companies say the
combination will lower their
costs and help reduce rate in-
creases for customers.

Kansas City, Missouri-based
Great Plains Energy owns
Kansas City Power & Light,
which provides power in
Kansas and Missouri, while

Westar's customers are in
Kansas.

Westar shareholders will re-
ceive $51 per share in cash and
$9 per share in Great Plains En-
ergy stock, while Great Plains
will assume $3.6 billion in Wes-
tar debt. The companies value
the deal at about $12.2 billion,

when debt is included.
Shares of Great Plains En-

ergy Inc. fell $1.82, or 5.9 per-
cent, to $29.18 in afternoon
trading Tuesday. Shares of
Topeka, Kansas-based Westar
Energy Inc. rose $3.36, or 6.3
percent, to $56.28.

The transaction, which still

must get state and federal regu-
latory approval, is expected to
be completed by next spring.

Once the transaction is com-
plete, Great Plains will have
900,000 customers in Kansas
and 600,000 in Missouri. It also
will have the capacity to gener-
ate nearly 13,000 megawatts of
electricity.

For years the two utilities
have jointly owned and oper-
ated the Wolf Creek nuclear
plant near Burlington, Kansas,
and two coal-fired power plants
in Kansas. The addition of Wes-
tar's generating capacity also
will give the combined com-
pany one of the largest wind
generation portfolios in the
U.S., the companies said.

Several law firms across the
U.S. said Tuesday they are
launching investigations into
whether the acquisition would
be fair to shareholders.

In 2008, Great Plains ac-
quired Aquila Inc.'s electricity
assets in a $1.7 billion deal that
closed only after months of
wrangling between the compa-
nies and the Missouri Public
Service Commission.

Several industrial energy
users and the Missouri public
counsel, who represents cus-
tomers before the PSC, chal-
lenged the acquisition, but the
Missouri Supreme Court up-
held the sale in July 2011.

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Designers eye 'super two' highways for Nebraska 
Expect to hear more about

"super two" highways as state

roads officials seek to stretch

Nebraska's pavement dollars.

Essentially a modified two-

lane highway, a super two fea-

tures wider shoulders and an

extra passing lane every 5 miles

or so.

Engineers with the Nebraska

Department of Roads say the

design could improve traffic

flow at less than half the price

of a new four-lane highway,

costing about $1.5 million per

mile instead of $4 million per

mile.

"It really could save you a lot

money," said Khalil Jaber, the

Roads Department's deputy di-

rector for engineering.

Nebraska has no official

super twos, although some

highway segments in the state

— including Nebraska 92 be-

tween Wahoo and David City

— have comparable passing

lanes, Jaber said.

Super twos could provide

key cost savings as road plan-

ners consider where to spend

the state's next big batch of

highway funds.

The money at play includes

about $400 million from this

year's Transportation Innova-

tion Act, largely earmarked

from the gas tax hike lawmak-

ers approved last year, and

about $600 million from the

2011 Build Nebraska Act,

which assigns one quarter-cent

of the state sales tax to road

construction.

That $1 billion total repre-

sents the bulk of state funding

available for new highway con-

struction through 2033.

"Nebraska has far more

transportation needs than dol-

lars available," Roads Director

Kyle Schneweis said in an

email this month to members of

a state transportation advisory

group.

"Instead of the stark choice

of either upgrading a two-lane

road to a four-lane highway or

providing no improvement at

all, sometimes a Super 2 high-

way could provide an interme-

diate improvement with better

paved shoulders and passing

lanes every five miles,"

Schneweis wrote.

The Roads Department isn't

saying where super twos might

be used.

Four-lane highways are still

planned for filling out the ex-

pressway system envisioned in

1988, including U.S. 275 from

Norfolk to Fremont and U.S. 81

from York to Columbus, Jaber

said.

However, working drafts of

the Panhandle's Heartland Ex-

pressway have called, at least

temporarily, for converting

parts of U.S. 385 into super

twos from north of Alliance

through Chadron and into South

Dakota.

Roads officials have also en-

couraged communities else-

where to consider super twos as

alternatives for lower-priority

projects, including those recom-

mended during a statewide pub-

lic outreach effort in January.

The Roads Department plans

to hold another round of public

meetings in July before finaliz-

ing how it will prioritize new

highway projects.

Jaber said other states have

seen success with super twos.

Texas reduced its crash num-

bers and delays by adding pass-

ing lanes to some two-lane

highways, according to a 2011

Texas A&M study. Drivers also

appeared to like the design, re-

searchers said.

And super twos can prove

especially useful in hilly rural

areas with moderate traffic,

where minimal sight lines

make passing slow-moving

cars and semitrailers challeng-

ing on standard two-lane high-

ways.

The Texas study said super

twos should avoid high-volume

intersections or driveways, but

Jaber said engineers won't im-

mediately rule out projects for

that reason.

"Every segment is unique,"

he said.

Nebraska Transport Co. runs

three to four round trips be-

tween Scottsbluff and Alliance

each day, said owner Brent

Holliday. Most of the drive is

limited to a single lane in each

direction, which creates tension

between truckers and other mo-

torists.

NewsNews
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Optical Perspectives
We’ve MMoved tto oour NNew LLocation

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324
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WASHINGTON (AP) _ Na-

tional Institutes of Health expert

reviewers are finding flaws in

the agency's new study that

connects heavy cellphone radi-

ation to a slight increase in

brain tumors in male rats.

The study bombarded rats

with cellphone radiation from

the womb through the first two

years of life and found tumors

in 2 to 3 percent of male rats,

which the study's authors called

low. But females weren't af-

fected and, strangely, the rats

not exposed to the cellphone ra-

diation died at a higher rate than

those that were.

Another odd factor was that

rats in the group that wasn't ex-

posed didn't contract what

would be the normal number of

brain tumors for that popula-

tion.

``I am unable to accept the

authors' conclusions,'' wrote

outside reviewer Dr. Michael

Lauer, deputy director of NIH's

office of extramural research.

``I suspect that this experiment

is substantially underpowered

and that the few positive results

found reflect false positive find-

ings.''

The fact that the rats exposed

to radiation survived longer

than those that weren't ``leaves

me even more skeptical of the

authors' claims,'' Lauer wrote.

The study also found a slight

increase in a very rare type of

heart tumors in the male rats ex-

posed to cellphone radiation.

``Given the widespread

global usage of mobile commu-

nications among users of all

ages, even a very small increase

in the incidence of disease re-

sulting from exposure to (cell-

phone radiation) could have

broad implications for public

health,'' the study said.

Partial, preliminary results of

the study were released by the

National Institute of Environ-

mental Health Sciences, one of

the NIH's institutes. More re-

sults of the study will be re-

leased later in upcoming

reports.

Four other study reviewers _

three from NIH _ also raised

questions about the way the

study was conducted and its

conclusions.

In 2011, a working group of

the International Agency for

Research on Cancer said cell-

phones are possibly carcino-

genic. But numerous studies

over the years, before and after

that listing, have found little ev-

idence of a problem. Among the

largest, a survey of 13,000 peo-

ple in 13 countries found little

or no risk of brain tumors, with

a possible link in the heaviest

users that the study's authors

found inconclusive. And a large

Danish study that linked phone

bills to a cancer registry found

no risk even in longtime users.

The Federal Communica-

tions Commission said in a

statement that it was monitoring

the research.

``Scientific evidence always

informs FCC rules on this mat-

ter,'' the statement said. ``We

will continue to follow all rec-

ommendations from federal

health and safety experts.''

NIH experts question fed study linking cellphones to tumors
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All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday  Thru  Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or MarianneSee Faye Taylor or Angela Wilson
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Travel Kansas Events
Brain: The Inside Story
March 5, 2016 - August 28,

2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Museum at Prairiefire 
Address: 5801 W. 135th,

Overland Park, KS 66223 
Time: From: 10:00 AM to

5:00 PM 
Type: Events 
Phone: 913-333-3500 
Learn how the fascinating

human brain works - from
senses and emotions to aging
and effects of technology - as
you explore this special exhi-
betion. 

2016 Garnett Farmers
Market

May 5, 2016 - October 6,
2016

Every Thursday
Venue: Prairie Spirit Trail
Address: 418 S. Main Street,

Garnett, KS 66032
Time: 4:30-7:00 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 785-448-6767
The Garnett Farmer's Market

is an weekly event that allows
visitors to capture what is
unique about Garnett.

2016 Historic William Ful-
ton House Tours

May 21, 2016 - August 28,
2016

Every Sunday, Saturday
Venue: Finney County His-

torical Museum
Address: 403 S 4th, Garden

City, KS 67846
Time: From: 2:00 PM to 4:00

PM
Type: Events
Phone: 620-272-3664
There will be free guided

tours of the Historic William
Fulton House, dating to 1884
and built by one of Garden
City’s four founders.

Thomas The Train
June 3-5

Baldwin City, Ks
Toot toot!!! Thomas the Tank

Engine, his buddy Percy, and
Sir Topham Hatt are pulling
into Midland Railway Station
for the “Ready, Set, Go Tour!”
for 2 weekends in June!

Thomas & Friends will be
joining us on June 3-5 & 10-12,
with departure times every hour
from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. Pas-
sengers select a departure time
when purchasing a ticket (ride
is approx. 20 minutes), but can
enjoy fun filled family activities
all day long!

After meeting Thomas,
guests will also have the oppor-

tunity to meet Sir Topham Hatt,
the Controller of the Railway
on the Island of Sodor, and
Percy the Small Green Engine!
But wait, there’s more! In-
cluded in your ticket price, you
and your little ones have access
to the Isle of Sodor storytelling,
Petting Zoo, “The Great Para-
keet Adventure”,  a special
Thomas the Tank Engine video
theater & magic show, and
Thomas the Tank Engine &
Megablok play areas! PLUS,
live entertainment from “Mr.
David”.

Rides, entertainment, and ac-
tivity areas close at 6:00 pm –
so if you have tickets later in the
day, be sure to come early to
enjoy all the fun before your
ride with Thomas!

"Float Your Boat" Contest
June 19, 2016
Venue: Lovewell Resevoir,

State Park, and Wildlife Area
Address: 2446 250 Rd, Web-

ber, KS 66970
Time: From: 2:00 PM to 4:00

PM
Phone: 785-753-4971
Participants must design and

build a cardboard boat (specifi-
cations will be available in early
July), and bring it to the South-
winds Beach

17th Annual "Run for the
Soul" Benefit Fundraiser

June 25, 2016
Venue: City of Ellsworth
Address: 220 S Douglas Ave,

Ellsworth, KS 67439
Time: From: 12:30 PM to

5:30 PM
Phone: 785-472-6212
Come enjoy the Kansas

countryside on your motorcycle
and help a very important or-
ganization raise funds to ex-
pand their programs. The ride 

2016 Smallville ComicCon
June 11 - 12, 2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Kansas State Fair-

grounds
Address: 2000 N Poplar,

Hutchinson, KS 67502
Time: Vary - see description
Phone: 620-669-3600
3rd Annual Comic Book and

Pop Culture Celebration! Held
at the Meadowlark Building on
the Kansas State Fairgrounds,
2000 N Poplar, Hutchinson.

2016 Smallville, Kansas
Festival

June 16 - 18, 2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Downtown Hutchin-

son

Address: Various locations
throughout Downtown,
Hutchinson, KS 67501

Time: vary Daily
Phone: 620-694-2677
In 2013 we got our town's

name changed to "Smallville"
for a day. In 2014 we got it
changed for two and had our
first Smallville.

2016 WazUp Coffee House
Spring Art Show & Sale

June 18, 2016
Venue: WazUp Coffee House
Address: 1340 N. Nelson

Drive, Derby, KS 67037
Time: From: 8:00 AM to

9:00 PM
Phone: 316-440-8334
The 2016 WazUp Coffee

House Spring Art Show & Sale
offers local and regional artists
of all ages the opportunity to
exhibit.

28th Annual Southeast
Kansas Old Time Gas Engine
and Tractor Club Show

June 24 - 25, 2016
Every Friday, Saturday
Venue: Crawford County

Historical Museum
Address: 651 U.S. 69, Pitts-

burg, KS 66762
Time: Jun 24, 2016 12:00pm

- 7:00pm; Jun 25, 2016
12:00pm - 7:00pm

Phone: 417-927-3254
The 28th annual Southeast

Kansas Old Time Gas Engine
and Tractor Club Show will be
held Friday, June 24th and Sat-
urday, June 25th.

"Gems of the Muchnic"
July 27, 2016 - September

18, 2016
Every Sunday, Wednes-

day, Saturday
Venue: Muchnic Art Gallery
Address: 704 N 4th St, Atchi-

son, KS 66002
Time: From: 1:00 PM to 4:00

PM
Type: Events
Phone: 913-367-4278
Exhibition of the "Gems of

the Muchnic" collection at the
Muchnic Art Gallery.

100th Annual Crawford
County Fair

August 3 - 6, 2016
Every Wednesday, Thursday,

Friday, Saturday
Venue: Crawford County

Fairgrounds
Address: 249 E. 47 Hwy, Gi-

rard, KS 66743
Time: All day activities
Type: Events
Phone: 620-724-4092
Livestock exhibitions, arts

and crafts exhibitions, competi-

tion between county FFA and
4-H clubs, livestock auction,
rodeo and live music. 

12th Annual Heartland
Art Guild International
Miniature Paintings &
Sculptures Art Show
June 27, 2016 - July 28,

2016

Recurring every 31 days
Venue: Miami County His-

torical Museum - Swan River
Museum

Address: 12 E Peoria, Paola,
KS 66071

Type: Events
Phone: 785-521-0449
12th Annual Heartland Art

Guild International Miniature
Paintings & Sculptures Art
Show will be open June 27-July
29, 2016 in Paola, Ka..

17th Annual "Run for the
Soul" Benefit Fundraiser

June 25, 2016

Venue: City of Ellsworth
Address: 220 S Douglas

Ave, Ellsworth, KS 67439
Time: From: 12:30 PM to

5:30 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 785-472-6212
Come enjoy the Kansas

countryside on your motorcy-
cle and help a very important
organization raise funds to ex-
pand their programs. 



Manhattan Free Press Thursday, June 2, 2016 1515

ClassifiedsClassifieds

 For Sale
Late-model Kawai studio

piano, polished ebony cabi-

net with practice pedal, like-

new condition, on sale for

just $3,288 this week

ONLY at Mid-America

Piano, Manhattan. 800-950-

3774, piano4u.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver  

Convoy Systems is hiring

Class A drivers to run from

Kansas City to the west

coast. Home Weekly! Great

Benefits! www.convoysys-

tems.com Call Tina ext. 301

or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-

6869.

Classifieds

WASHINGTON (AP) _ The
Pentagon is relying on informa-
tion it won't make public to dis-
pute an Associated Press
investigation that found the mil-
itary misled Congress about
sexual assault cases to blunt
support for Senate legislation.

In a report sent Thursday to a
bipartisan group of senators, the
Pentagon refers to undisclosed
files about several of the cases
to challenge AP's findings. But
the response, which faults AP
for inconsistencies and misun-
derstandings, fails to conclu-
sively counter the investigation.

The report also criticizes a
separate examination of the
cases by the advocacy group
Protect Our Defenders. The
group's president, retired Col.
Don Christensen, fired back at
the Pentagon in a statement Fri-
day.

``The Defense Department
repeatedly accused Protect Our
Defenders of misunderstanding
the military justice process,'' he
wrote. ``Yet they are the ones
who mischaracterized this
process to Congress in the first
place.'' Christensen is the for-
mer chief prosecutor of the Air
Force.

Defense Department
spokesman Eric Pahon said the
importance of protecting the
privacy of sexual assault vic-
tims ̀ `inevitably limits the abil-
ity of the department to release
certain information.''

Even as the department
pushed back, the report ac-
knowledged difficulties in pin-

pointing its own records. An at-
torney who oversaw the Air
Force's sexual assault cases had
died, the department said, leav-
ing that service ``unable to de-
termine with certainty'' the
cases in question for that serv-
ice.

AP's investigation and the
study by Protect Our Defenders
focused on congressional testi-
mony and correspondence de-
livered three years ago by
then-vice chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Navy Adm.
James Winnefeld. He cited
dozens of sexual assault cases
involving service members to
illustrate for lawmakers that
military commanders are more
willing to punish sex offenders
than civilian district attorneys
and local police forces are.

Winnefeld retired from mili-
tary service last year.

The Pentagon delivered the
report on the eve of a Senate
vote on legislation that has di-
vided the chamber and led the
military to warn of severe con-
sequences if it's ever signed into
law. The bill, sponsored by Sen.
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y.,
would strip commanders of
their power to decide whether
sexual assault cases should go
to trial and give that authority to
seasoned, independent military
trial lawyers.

Protect Our Defenders sup-
ports Gillibrand's bill.

Senior Pentagon officials
have argued that commanders
are essential to maintaining
good order and discipline in the

ranks. Removing them from the
decision to prosecute would
mean fewer sex offenders will
be caught and convicted, they
said.

Her legislation was first in-
troduced in the spring of 2013
and has won support from at
least 50 senators. But it has
twice failed to meet a 60-vote
filibuster threshold. Another
vote on the bill is expected early
next month.

AP's investigation, published
last month, was based on
records obtained by Protect Our
Defenders last year through the
Freedom of Information Act.
The amount of documents was
small compared with the num-
ber of cases.

The group filed the requests
with the military services
shortly after Winnefeld warned
the Senate Armed Services
Committee about the perils of
Gillibrand's bill. He told the
committee in July 2013 that
there were 93 sexual assault
cases that military commanders
insisted on taking after local
district attorneys refused. The
bulk of the cases involved sol-
diers.

``I worry that if we turn this
over to somebody else, whether
it is a civilian DA or a nonentity
in the military, that they are
going to make the same kind of
decisions that those civilian
prosecutors made,'' Winnefeld
said. ``I worry that we are going
to have fewer prosecutions if

we take it outside the chain of
command.''

Among the records Protect
Our Defenders received were
summaries of the outcomes of
many of the cases Winnefeld re-
ferred to in his testimony. The
summaries, which were pre-
pared by the military services at
the Joint Staff's request, pre-
sented an often unflattering
image of local law enforcement.
The documents buttressed the
Pentagon's position that Gilli-
brand's bill would result in
fewer sexual assault prosecu-
tions.

In a number of the sum-
maries, the steps taken by civil-
ian authorities were described
incorrectly or omitted, accord-
ing to AP's investigation. Other
case descriptions were too im-
precise to be verified. Also,
there's nothing in the records
supporting Winnefeld's testi-
mony that commanders inter-
vened directly and insisted that
the cases be prosecuted.

The Pentagon report con-
tested several of those conclu-
sions. However, it cited
``underlying case files'' that
weren't part of the records pro-
vided to Protect Our Defenders
even though the group asked for
``any and all documents and
data'' related to the cases.

Pahon said the Defense De-
partment ``has no reason to be-
lieve that the (military) services
withheld information that was
responsive'' to the records re-
quests submitted by Protect Our
Defenders.

DOD uses undisclosed files 
to defend sex assault testimony

WASHINGTON (AP) _ The
Education Department has ap-
pointed a new lawyer to oversee
the turnaround of schools once
owned by Corinthian Colleges
Inc., following an Associated
Press review that found trouble
at the schools and questioned
the previous monitor's inde-
pendence.

Corinthian Colleges was one
of the largest chains of for-
profit colleges when it col-
lapsed in 2015 amid allegations
of fraud. The episode raised
questions about whether the
government should set higher
standards for colleges accepting

federal aid.
The agency said Friday that

Clark Kent Ervin, an attorney at
Squire Patton Boggs LLP, will
oversee the business practices
of Zenith Education Group, an
offshoot of a student-loan debt
collection firm that took over
Corinthian's operations. His
new role makes Ervin the gov-
ernment's eyes and ears within
Zenith, which receives tens of
millions of dollars in federal
student grant and loan dollars.

Ervin is a former inspector
general of the Homeland Secu-
rity and State Departments who
was ousted from his Homeland

Security job in late 2004 after
delivering reports highly critical
of the agency under the Bush
administration.

Unlike the lawyers he will re-
place as monitor, Ervin does not
appear to have a background
representing for-profit colleges.
But Squire Patton Boggs helped
defend Corinthian in at least
one case brought by students al-
leging that the school commit-
ted fraud.

Some education advocates
expressed skepticism of select-
ing a lawyer from the firm on
the grounds that the firm's past
work to defend Corinthian's
schools posed a conflict of in-
terest.

``Is it possible for Zenith to
find an independent monitor
that did not work for
Corinthian?'' said David
Halperin, a Washington attor-
ney and writer who helped
identify misconduct at
Corinthian.

The Education Department
said it chose him from among
seven candidates put forth by
Zenith.

In March, the Education De-
partment announced it would
replace the previous monitor,
Hogan Marren Babbo & Rose
Ltd. The announcement came

after the AP found trouble at
Zenith _ including its flagship
Everest College brand _ which
the monitor apparently did not.
The AP reported that Zenith still
recruited students through
large-scale telemarketing, had
not made major changes to its
curriculum and retained senior
Corinthian executives in key
posts. Zenith also continued to
recruit students using some of
the same ads that Corinthian ran
during the same daytime TV
talk shows.

The AP also raised concerns
about Zenith's relationship with
Hogan Marren. Under the terms
of Zenith's initial arrangement
with the firm, its lawyers had an
attorney-client privileged rela-
tionship with Zenith and were
not obligated to provide the
government with access to their
work product.

In announcing the hire of
Ervin, the Education Depart-
ment explicitly ruled these
things out.

Ervin could not be immedi-
ately reached by phone or
email. The Education Depart-
ment did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment
about the past legal work but
said in its announcement of
Ervin's selection that he would
have ``full independence'' in his
monitoring work. 

Education Department replaces
career college chain monitor

Mark June 26th, 2016 at 5:30 on your calendar for

MUSIC IN THE PARK in the city park in Waterville. Bring

your lawn chairs and enjoy porkburgers and home-made

ice cream, listen to the bands play in the park, register for

a long list of prizes including 2-$100 and 4-$50 prizes, and

a 40” TV and  enjoy our local talent variety show. If you’d

like to perform call 785-363-2604 or 562-7410.   

Please Note!!

Reporting

The

Truth

Manhattan Free Press

as we see it.
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WASHINGTON (AP) _ Ed-

ward Snowden performed a

``public service'' in stoking a

national debate about secret do-

mestic surveillance programs,

but he should still return to the

U.S. to stand trial, former U.S.

Attorney General Eric Holder

said in a podcast released on

Monday.

As a National Security

Agency contractor, Snowden

leaked classified details in 2013

of the U.S. government's war-

rantless surveillance of its citi-

zens before fleeing the country.

He now lives in Russia and

faces U.S. charges that could

land him in prison for up to 30

years.

In a podcast interview with

CNN political commentator

David Axelrod, Holder said that

Snowden had grown concerned

that the domestic spying pro-

grams weren't providing a

``substantial'' return of useful

intelligence even before even

before he revealed the secrets.

``We can certainly argue

about the way in which Snow-

den did what he did, but I think

that he actually performed a

public service by raising the de-

bate we engaged in and by the

changes that we made,'' Holder

said. ``Now, I would say doing

what he did in the way he did it

was inappropriate and illegal.''

Holder, who served as attor-

ney general from 2009 to 2015,

said Snowden's leaks harmed

American interests abroad and

put intelligence assets at risk.

``He's got to make a deci-

sion,'' Holder said of Snowden.

``He's broken the law. In my

view, he needs to get lawyers,

come on back and decide what

he wants to do _ go to trial, try

to cut a deal.''

He said Snowden should

have to face consequences for

his actions, including prison

time.

Holder: Snowden did 'service,' but should still be punished
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