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County Making Offers

Behind closed doors, and that is the way it should be, the Riley County Commission
has been discussing the purchas of Real Estate. The Free Press has been told that the
Commission has make several offers to the First Christian Church for the purchase
of their building. According to one of the New Courthouse Alternative (see page 11)
if the County were to purchase the Church it would cost $15,000,000 for “Building

Acquisition” and a total of $51,000,000 for the project. Last year the County Commission passed a Riley County Building Commission which would build a new Courthouse and lease it back to the County for a monthly or yearly rent. It is unclear at
this time if the Voter of Riley County would have a chance to vote on the project.

Another alterative for the County Commission is to purchase the Marinello School This is the South Side of the First Christian Church showing the size of the building.
of Beauty at 512 Poyntz. The school closed last month and the building may be for The parking lot at the bottom of this photos belongs to Marinello School of Beauty.
sale.
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Bill would require warrant for cities,
counties to inspect rental property
Greg Binns, who serves on
the Hutchinson Housing Commission, told of an 8-year-old
Hutchinson boy who died in a
house fire on Christmas Eve,
2014, in a house that had been
illegally split into apartments,
where electrical circuits were
overloaded from space heaters
because the house had no furnace.
"He was somebody's child,
grandchild, and he died so
needlessly," he said. "Had we
had our inspection program at
that time, we would have required the heater be replaced,
and Joey would be alive
today."
Debby Graber, who directs
the licensing program in WyanThink Manhattan has a problem with Property Owner, the City Staff and the City dotte County, said people who
Commission thinks so. But a bigger problem is the condition that renters leave for engage in the commercial business of renting out housing to
the owners.
the public should be required to
adhere to certain standards.
Topeka — A bill pending in
Lawrence is just one of sev- search warrant.
"Rental licensing is based on
the Kansas Legislature could eral cities that have adopted
"These things spread like a the premise that landlords are
wipe out part of Lawrence's 2- landlord licensing laws in reyear-old landlord licensing or- cent years. Overland Park, Mis- virus," said Luke Bell, general business owners," she said.
dinance because it allows the sion,
Manhattan
and counsel for the Kansas Associ- "They are doing it for profit.
city to inspect residential rental Hutchinson have also adopted ation of Realtors, which sup- No one told them they had to
units without first obtaining similar ordinances recently. ports the bill. "They all go to be landlords. This was their
permission from the landlord or Kansas City, Kan., has had one local conferences, they have lit- choice. And as their choice,
tle meetings every once in a they have a responsibility not
a search warrant.
in place since 1996.
while, and they spread ideas. only to the property that they
House Bill 2665 would proLawrence's
ordinance, And typically what you find is are renting, but to the surroundhibit cities and counties from adopted in 2014, requires any once this is enacted in one com- ing community."
adopting local laws that allow residential property owner to munity, it spreads very quickly.
periodic inspection of rental obtain a license before he or she And we believe we're entering
housing without a search war- can lease that property to a ten- a wave of communities adopting these, based upon the pace
rant, and it would declare any ant.
of communities that have
existing ordinances that don't
meet the bill's standards null
It also provides that all resi- adopted them over the last couand void.
dential rental units be inspected ple of years."
on roughly a three-year cycle.
Bell and other supporters of
It also says tenants would re- For landlords who own multiple
tain the right to request an in- units, however, the city inspects the bill said its purpose is to
spection, provided they are not only 10 percent of those units. protect the privacy rights of
subject to an eviction order. But It also states specifically that both property owners and teneven those could not take place landlords have no obligation to ants, and to rein in overly zealbefore the landlord has been no- obtain the tenant's consent to an ous building inspectors who use
the power to conduct code intified.
inspection.
spections as a pretext for conNobody from Lawrence was
But a key part of Lawrence's ducting wide-ranging searches.
present in person when the program that could run afoul of
"They're opening refrigeraHouse Commerce, Labor and the bill, if it becomes law, is the
Economic Development Com- "right of entry" provision that tors or cabinet doors, drawers,"
mittee conducted a hearing on gives the city authority to enter said Ed Jaskinia, president of
the bill Wednesday, but any rental dwelling, after giving the Associated Landlords of
Lawrence Mayor Mike Amyx the owner 72 hours notice, if it Kansas. "What kind of code visubmitted written testimony, has "reasonable suspicion" that olation are you looking for
strongly opposing the legisla- there are conditions inside that there? It may be a rare thing,
tion.
are "unsafe, dangerous, haz- but it can and does happen."
ardous or a public nuisance."
But officials from several
"Local elected officials
should have the right to estabIn those cases, the inspector communities and neighborhood
lish programs, including rental is required to attempt to contact groups throughout Kansas testilicensing programs, that pro- the tenant first. But if the tenant fied against the bill, saying it
mote the health and safety of can't be contacted, or denies would effectively eliminate an
the residents of their communi- permission for the inspector to important tool used to prevent
ties," Amyx said.
enter, the inspector is author- urban blight and slum condiized to seek an administrative tions.

Free Estimates
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Roger Seymour
Phone 785-537-4447

An attorney from the Revisor
of Statutes' office pointed out
that the bill would need several
clarifications before it could be
enacted. He noted, for example,
that it does not specify whether
municipalities would need to
seek administrative or criminal
search warrants to enter a
house, and that different legal

standards apply to each.
He also said the bill in its
current form does not define
what constitutes "notification"
of an upcoming inspection.
The committee took no action on the bill Wednesday.
Rep. Mark Hutton, R-Wichita,
did not indicate when the committee might vote on it.
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Cruz, Trump each grab 2 wins; Dems divide states too
WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — In
a split decision, Ted Cruz and
Donald Trump each captured
two victories in Saturday's fourstate round of voting, fresh evidence that there's no quick end
in sight to the fractious GOP
race for president. On the Democratic side, Bernie Sanders
notched wins in Nebraska and
Kansas, while front-runner
Hillary
Clinton
snagged
Louisiana, another divided verdict from the American people.
Cruz claimed Kansas and
Maine, and declared it "a manifestation of a real shift in momentum." Trump, still the
front-runner in the hunt for delegates, bagged Louisiana and
Kentucky. Despite strong support from the GOP establishment, Florida Sen. Marco
Rubio had another disappointing night, raising serious questions about his viability in the
race.
Trump, at a post-election
news conference in West Palm
Beach, Florida, declared himself primed for a head-on contest between himself and Cruz,
and called for Rubio to drop
out.
"I would like to take on Ted
one-on-one," he said, ticking
off a list of big states where he
said Cruz had no chance. "That
would be so much fun."
Cruz, a tea party favorite,
said the results should send a
loud message that the GOP contest for the nomination is far
from over, and that the status
quo is in trouble.
"The scream you hear, the
howl that comes from Washington D.C., is utter terror at what
we the people are doing together," he declared during a
rally in Idaho, which votes in
three days.
With the GOP race in chaos,
establishment figures franti-

Vote Here!

Local Republicans turned out in full force Saturday for the 2016 Kansas Caucus at the Manhattan High School.
cally are looking for any way to
derail Trump, perhaps at a contested convention if no candidate can get enough delegates
to lock up the nomination in advance. Party leaders — including 2012 nominee Mitt Romney
and 2008 nominee Sen. John
McCain — are fearful a Trump
victory would lead to a disastrous November election, with
losses up and down the GOP
ticket.
"Everyone's trying to figure
out how to stop Trump," the billionaire marveled at an afternoon rally in Orlando, Florida,
where he had supporters raise
their hands and swear to vote
for him.
Trump prevailed in the home
state of Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, who has
been critical of the front-runner
for incendiary comments on

It takes 1,237 delegates to win the Republican nomination for president.
Muslims and a slow disavowal
of white supremacist groups.
Rubio, who finished no better than third anywhere and has
only one win so far, insisted the
upcoming schedule of primaries
is "better for us," and renewed
his vow to win his home state of
Florida, claiming all 99 delegates there on March 15.
But Cruz suggested it was
time for Rubio and Ohio Gov.
John Kasich to go.
"As long as the field remains
divided, it gives Donald an advantage," he said.

said, "I have not the slightest
doubt that on our worst day we
will be infinitely better than the
Republicans on their best day."
Tara Evans, a 52-year-old
quilt maker from Bellevue, Nebraska, said she was caucusing
for Clinton, and happy to know
that the former first lady could
bring her husband back to the
White House.
"I like Bernie, but I think
Hillary had the best chance of
winning," she said.

Campaigning in Detroit,
Clinton said she was thrilled to
add to her delegate count and
expected to do well in Michigan's primary on Tuesday.

Sanders won by solid margins in Nebraska and Kansas,
giving him seven victories so
far in the nominating season,
compared to 11 for Clinton,
who still maintains a commanding lead in competition
for delegates.

"No matter who wins this

Sanders, in an interview

Don’t tell anyone but it looks like Manhattan High is Democratic nomination," she with The Associated Press,
leaning to the right. (Photos by Ben Brake)

pointed to his wide margins of
victory and called it evidence
that his political revolution is
coming to pass.

Clinton picked up at least 55
delegates to Sanders' 47 in Saturday's contests, with seven
delegates yet to be allocated.

Stressing the important of
voter turnout, he said, "when
large numbers of people come
— working people, young people who have not been involved
in the political process — we
will do well and I think that is
bearing out tonight."

Overall, Clinton had at least
1,121 delegates to Sanders'
479, including superdelegates
— members of Congress, governors and party officials who
can support the candidate of
their choice. It takes 2,383 delegates to win the Democratic
nomination.

Count Wichita's Barb Berry
among those who propelled
Cruz to victory in Kansas,
where GOP officials reported
extremely high turnout. Overall, Cruz has won seven states
so far, to 12 for Trump.

Cruz won at least 64 delegates on Saturday, Trump at
least 49, Rubio at least 13 and
Kasich nine, with 20 delegates
still to be allocated.

"I believe that he is a true
fighter for conservatives," said
Berry, a 67-year-old retired
AT&T manager. As for Trump,
Berry said, "he is a little too
narcissistic."

In the overall race for GOP
delegates, Trump led with at
least 378 and Cruz had at least
295. Rubio had 123 delegates
and Kasich had 34.
It takes 1,237 delegates to
win the Republican nomination
for president.
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Trump and Sanders: True Populists?
Commentary
By Michael D. Tanner
CATO Institute
There’s been a lot of talk
about populism in this year’s
presidential campaign. In particular, Donald Trump and
Bernie Sanders are, we are told,
populist candidates. But what
exactly does populist mean in
this context, with these candidates?
To some, populism means
trusting the people. But does either Trump or Sanders really
trust people to make decisions
in their own lives? From the
type of health insurance you
have to the types of products
you buy, both Sanders and
Trump believe that government
should make decisions for you.

They may pay a lot of lip service to the common sense of
common people, but when it
comes right down to it, both
candidates apparently think
people are too stupid to make
their own choices.
Maybe, then, being a populist
means siding with average people against powerful special interests? That would make sense.
But when Trump champions
bailouts of the big banks, or
abuses eminent domain to try to
seize property from an elderly
widow in order to expand one
of his casinos, that’s not exactly
being the champion of the common man. After all, isn’t Vera
Coking exactly the sort of person a true populist should be
siding with?

Even Trump’s protectionist
trade policies are simply choosing winners and losers from
among big corporations. And
his rabid defense of ethanol
mandates puts him clearly on
the side of special interests.
Archer Daniels Midland is
hardly the common man.
Meanwhile, Sanders walks in
lockstep with powerful special
interests like the public-employee unions. Asked to choose,
for example, between the children of average Americans and
the teachers unions, Bernie unhesitatingly chooses the unions.
Nor should we forget that the
government that Sanders wants
to empower is perhaps the
biggest special interest of all.

So if neither Trump nor
Sanders really trusts or defends
the people, what is it that
makes them populists? To
some extent, it is simply telling
people what they want to hear.
They are finding a mob, jumping in front of it, and calling
that leadership.
William Jennings Bryan, the
quintessential populist icon,
once explained his support for
the free-silver movement by
saying, “The people of Nebraska are for free silver, so I
am for free silver. I will look up
the arguments later.”
But there is a reason why the
Founding Fathers rejected such
rank majoritarianism, and why

they founded this country as a
republic and not a pure democracy. They understood that our
rights are not dependent on
transient political majorities but
are inherent in all men, bestowed by nature and nature’s
God, as the Declaration puts it.
Neither Trump nor Sanders
seems to understand this.
Perhaps that is why neither
Trump nor Sanders refers often
to the Constitution or to constitutionalism. They reject the
Founders’ vision of a government of limited, carefully enumerated powers. Instead, both
candidates seek to mobilize political passions in search of enemies — the banks, “the
establishment,” foreigners, or

the “billionaire class” — in
order to impose their vision of
society on others. Their goal is
not to leave us alone to run our
own lives, but rather to run our
lives for us.
This is a belief, not in the individual wisdom, initiative,
and responsibility of common
people, but in big government.
It says that people cannot take
care of themselves but must be
cared for by someone much
smarter than they are — someone like Bernie Sanders or
Donald Trump.
This is faux populism. It is
not a belief in “the people,” but
a message of contempt for
them.

Conservatives Win When They Run on Conservative Ideas
Melissa Quinn
Heritage Foundation
Heritage Foundation President Jim DeMint praised conservative leaders and activists
Friday for espousing policies
that help conservative candidates win.
“When Republicans run on
bold, positive, conservative
ideas, they win,” DeMint said.
DeMint, addressing the
crowd at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference, or CPAC, reflected on his
own days in Congress representing South Carolina, including six years in the House and

eight years in the Senate.
“I can tell you, more than a
decade of frustration and disappointment by conservatives
have led to outright rebellion
across America against the status quo here in Washington,”
DeMint said, adding:
The whole of Washington—
political consultants, the media
pundits—have been wrong
about what Americans want,
and they still don’t get it. Conservatives are sick and tired of
business as usual in Washington, and we’re not going to take
it anymore.
DeMint, first elected to Con-

gress in 1999, said he decided
to run for office to “move dollars and decisions” back to the
American people. But, he said,
he learned quickly that Republican leaders instead were more
concerned with securing votes.
DeMint, who took over The
Heritage Foundation in 2013,
praised grassroots activists for
helping to bring conservative
leaders to Washington, D.C.,
but criticized the GOP for wanting “nothing to do” with them
in 2012.
Conservatives, he said, went
on to launch a nationwide effort
to defund Obamacare in 2013

and helped Republicans take
back the House and the Senate
during the 2014 midterm elections.
DeMint is considered a
leader of the tea party movement that first brought senators
such as Ted Cruz, R-Texas,
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and Mike
Lee, R-Utah, to Washington,
D.C. The same movement
helped lead to the 2014 primary defeat of House Majority
Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., and
the resignation last year of
House Speaker John Boehner,
R-Ohio.
“They started out to take us

down, but that’s not what happened,” DeMint said, “because
this force is growing rapidly. …
When Republicans run on bold,
positive, conservative ideas,
they win.”
Without speaking specifically of the Republicans who
entered the presidential race,
DeMint praised candidates for
“running on conservative ideas”
and “standing with the hardworking, taxpaying, middleclass Americans.”
He also touted Heritage’s
theme of “Opportunity for All,
Favoritism to None,” saying:
If Americans know we really

believe it, they will support our
ideas. This is our cry. Conservatives ideas will achieve the
promise of the American
dream. Conservative policies
will make life better for every
American.
Running through Saturday,
CPAC offers conservatives
across the country an opportunity to gather with fellow activists and leaders for speeches,
panels, exhibits, and other activities at Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center
just outside Washington, D.C.,
at Maryland’s National Harbor.
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Time to Budge on
the Budget
By Edwin J. Feulner, Ph.D.
• Eliminate spending on pubHeritage Foundation
lic relations. Prohibit all federal
The year 2016 may well go
down in history as the Year of
the Fed-Up Voter. On issue after
issue, too many of our elected
officials refuse to make hard
choices. They govern on autopilot, apparently hoping that some
rousing speeches at election
time will distract us.

agencies from spending taxpayer money to promote their
images. This would save $262
million.
• Cut funding for non-combat
Defense Department research.
The Defense Department
shouldn’t be spending money
delving into areas that have no
military application, such as research into various types of
cancer or finding ways to promote interest in math and science education. This would
save $335 million.

Take the federal budget. For
years, it’s been ballooning out
of control. Government has
grown to an unprecedented size
and now reaches into virtually
every aspect of our lives. It’s on
a dangerous financial trajectory
that will have serious conse• Eliminate five corporate
quences for all of us.
welfare programs. Businesses
shouldn’t receive taxpayer subAmericans already pay an sidies, and corporate welfare for
enormous amount in taxes to the politically well-connected
fund government. Yet instead of should end. Eliminate programs
acting as responsible stewards such as the International Trade
of these funds, federal lawmak- Administration, the Hollings
ers borrow even more. This ex- Manufacturing Extension Partcessive spending includes many nership, and three others, and
programs that benefit the well- we can save $910 million.
connected or lock people into
low incomes by penalizing hard
• End all energy subsidies.
work. No wonder voters are An energy sector based on free
angry.
enterprise will benefit consumers by delivering reliable,
The national debt exceeds affordable energy. Let’s get rid
$19 trillion. Not million. Not of government favoritism to
billion. Trillion. You could buy special interests in the energy
more than 575 million new cars industry. Serious savings await:
(average price: $33,000) with more than $28 billion.
that amount. That’s almost two
new cars per person in the enIt’s important, too, to rememtire United States.
ber why all this matters. It’s not
just about getting spending
And it’s growing all the time. under control, as important as
According to the Congressional that is. As the Heritage experts
Budget Office, if the federal note, “a budget should also ilbudget keeps going at current lustrate a commitment to indilevels, government will spend vidual rights, as well as to
another $9.9 trillion more than economic freedom and prosperit will collect over the 2016 to ity.” As President Reagan said
2026 period.
in 1981:
Note that this $9.9 trillion is
the additional overage, not the
total amount. We’re burning
through so much money that by
2026 the government will spend
more to make its interest payments than it will lay out for national defense in that year.
This can’t continue indefinitely. Yet many in Congress act
as if it can. That’s why the
budget experts at the Heritage
Foundation have come up with
a budget for fiscal 2017 that
slows the growth in spending
(without compromising defense), cuts taxes and eliminates
numerous budget gimmicks that
tilt the playing field against
hardworking Americans who
play by the rules.

“We’re not cutting the budget
simply for the sake of sounder
financial management. This is
only a first step toward returning power to the states and
communities, only a first step in
reordering the relationship between citizen and government.
We can make government again
responsive to the people by cutting its size and scope and
thereby ensuring that its legitimate functions are performed
efficiently and justly.”
What a contrast to how government functions now. No
wonder voters are fed up. Lawmakers, want to show you’re
listening? Some tough calls on
the budget are a good place to
start.

Here are just a few of the
- Ed Feulner is founder of
many reforms listed in Her- the Heritage Foundation
itage’s budget:
• Repeal the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Catfish Inspection Program. The Food and
Drug Administration already
regulates domestic and imported seafood, but the 2008
farm bill required the Agriculture Department to get into the
catfish-regulation game. There
is opposition to this duplicative
program on both sides of the
aisle. Cut it and save $14 million.

Have
You
Read
What
The
FreePress
Said
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Blue Earth Plaza’s 6-year Old
Fountian News $48,098 Replacement
Here is a Memo given to the
Manhattan City Commission:
CITY COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO
February 17, 2016
FROM: Eddie Eastes,
CPRP, Director of Parks and
Recreation
MEETING: March 1, 2016
SUBJECT:
Replace Blue Earth Plaza Fountain Components PRESENTERS: Eddie
Eastes,
CPRP, Director of Parks
and Recreation
Casey Smithson, CPRP,
AFO, Park Superintendent
BACKGROUND
In 2011, the Blue Earth Plaza
was constructed as part of the
south end redevelopment. The
one acre park area includes a
green space, lighted shade
structure, fireplace, water feature and restroom facilities. The
iconic stream with sequential
lights, sound and leaping water
has been highly advertised in
conjunction with the Flint Hills
Discovery Center and is one of
the must see attractions in Manhattan.
DISCUSSION
The mechanisms that perform the water leaping function
have reached a point that full replacement is necessary.
The primary reason for their
failure has been caused from
water entering the sealed compartment of each of the 20 units
and corroding the electric and
mechanical components.
Due to the complexity of the
system installed and the need
for originally installed components that work seamlessly together, a sole source purchase

The Blue Earth Plaza Fountian needs a $48.098 replacement after only 6-years.
will need to be utilized to secure
the replacement diverters
through the original manufacturer, Crystal Fountains, of
Concord Ontario, Canada.
FINANCING
The complex fountain system requires original components that integrate with each
other requiring the sole source
purchase from the original manufacturer, Crystal Fountains, of
Concord, Ontario. The required
diverters and other parts identified as needing replaced were
quoted November 13, 2015,

through Crystal Fountains for
$48,098.24.
Bond Counsel has determined the use of South End
Transportation Development
District (TDD) revenues can be
utilized for infrastructure repair
such as the fountain parts at the
Blue Earth Park. The purchase
will be funded through the
South End TDD Revenue Fund,
which has a current balance of
$139,216.07.
In addition to the Crystal
Fountains materials, other necessary repairs are needed to re-

store the park and water feature
to a fully operational state.
ALTERNATIVES
It appears the Commission
has the following alternatives
concerning the issue at hand.
The Commission may:
Approve a sole source purchase of fountain replacement
components from Crystal
Fountains, of Concord Ontario,
Canada, in the amount of
$48,098.24.
Deny purchase of the components.

Modify to meet the needs of
the Commission.
Table the request.
RECOMMENDATION
City Administration recommends the sole source purchase of fountain replacement
components from Crystal
Fountains, of Concord Ontario, Canada, in the amount
of
$48,098.24, utilizing South
End Transportation Development District revenues.

Douglass Center To Get $111,500 Makeover
Here is a Memo given to the
Manhattan City Commission:
SUBJECT:
Award Contract for CDBG
Douglass Community Center
Building Improvements Project
(CD1515)
PRESENTERS: K a r e n
Davis, AICP, Director of Community Development
BACKGROUND
On July 1, 2010, the City of
Manhattan began participating
in the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program as an Entitlement City
through the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The program is
guided by HUD national objectives as well as the City of Manhattan’s
2015
2019
Consolidated Plan. This Plan

Car Clinic, Inc.
“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs
• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis
• Transmission service
• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm
209 Sarber Ln

6

Thursday, March 10, 2016

539-1040

and subsequent annual action
plans include objectives and
proposed activities to meet
community needs. One of the
objectives in the Consolidated
Plan is to support neighborhood
and community facilities that
improve the quality of life for
low- and moderate-income
(LMI) areas and residents.
The renovation of the Douglass Community Center buildings are consistent with the
CDBG National Objective to
benefit low income areas, as the
Douglass Center is located in a
LMI area and serves the residents of that area. The 2015
CDBG Annual Plan includes a
budget line item for improvements to the Douglass Community Center and Annex.
DISCUSSION

The need for improvements
at the Douglass Community
Center was identified by City
Administration during annual
consultations prior to drafting
the 2015 CDBG Annual Plan.
The planned improvements include repairs to the roof structures, replacement of gutters
and downspouts, repairs and replacement of damaged siding,
and painting of the exterior of
the Community Center. The
budget for this project was approved by the City
Commission in the 2015
CDBG Annual Plan. The parking improvement project from
the CDBG 2014 Program Year
used only a portion of its budget
and the surplus funds were
combined with 2015 CDBG
Program Year funds for the

Want To See Your
Business Here?
So Do We!
Small Ads Work
Call 785-539-8953

Douglass Center to finance the
improvements.
Following the production of
plans and specifications, a Notice to Bidders was advertised
in The Manhattan Mercury, on
the City of Manhattan website,
through the Drexel Plan Room
service and through the “In
Touch” Bid Notification system
on January 24, 2016. The Notice to Bidders was also emailed to companies certified
as State of Kansas MinorityOwned Businesses (MBE’s),
Women-Owned
Businesses
(WBE’s), and Disadvantaged
Businesses (DBE’s). A nonmandatory pre-bid conference
was held on February 8, 2016,
at 1:30 p.m. at the Douglass
Community Center Annex.
A public bid letting was held

on February 18, 2016, at 3:00
p.m. at City Hall. The project
Base Bid includes the roof, gutters, and siding repair; Bid Alternate No. 1 is for painting the
exterior; and Bid Alternate No.
2 is for repair of the gutter on
the Annex building. Two bids
were submitted for this project
with Cheney Construction, Inc.,
submitting the apparent low bid
with the Base Bid of
$75,073.00, Bid Alternate No. 1
of $14,627.00 and Bid Alternate
No. 2 of $987.00, for a total bid
of $90,687.00. The Engineer’s
Opinion of Probable Cost for
the project was $80,000.00 for
the Base Bid, $30,000.00 for
Bid Alternate No. 1, and
$1,500.00 for Bid Alternate No.
2, for a total probable cost of
$111,500.00.
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City Could Payoff Pool Debt Early, But Won’t
The City of Manhattan sold
the voters on a new swimming
pool in 2009. The voter approved .25 cent sales tax to
pay for several projects.
Now the money is coming
in and it is more than what is
needed but the City will spend
it anyway.
The $1 Million a year could
go to paying off the debt early
but is memo tells what the
City will do with the money:
CITY
COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO
February 19, 2016
FROM: Kiel Mangus, Assistant City Manager
MEETING: March 1, 2016
SUBJECT:
Appropriation of Excess Sales Taxes for
Pool Projects Related to the
Quality of Life Bond Issue
PRESENTER: Kiel Mangus, Assistant City Manager
BACKGROUND
On March 3, 2009, the City
Commission approved the ballot language for an additional
.25 cent sales tax to be placed
before the voters on April 7,
2009. The first question on the
ballot called for an additional
.10 cent sales tax for the reconstruction of the City Park Pool.
The second question was for an
additional .10 cent sales tax for

the reconstruction of Northview
Pool and the renovation of
CiCo Pool. The third and final
question was for an additional
.05 cent sales tax, along with
authority to issue bonds, for a
new Sunset Zoo Education
Center.
On April 7, 2009, Manhattan
voters approved an additional
.25 cent sales tax for a period of
10 years from the date of first
collection. The .25 cent sales
tax ‘sunsets’ in October 2019.
On April 21, 2009, the City
Commission approved the design of City Park Pool with
Counsilman-Hunsaker.
On May 19, 2009, the City
Commission approved first
reading of an ordinance to levy
an additional .25 cent sales tax
approved by the voters on April
7, 2009.
On October 15, 2013, the
City Commission received a
presentation on the status of the
cent sales tax. Discussion
was held pertaining to the use
of funds in excess of annual
debt service for expenses and
improvements at each pool and
the Zoo Education Center, prior
to retiring the debt. The Commission provided input and
feedback leading to the proposed resolution and strategies.
On January 21, 2014, the
City Commission discussed

strategy on the use of excess
sales tax from the quality of life
bond issue and passed Resolution No. 012114-F regarding
the use of excess funds from the
sales tax. The City Commission
also decided to use a strategy
where $200,000 each was
placed in separate project accounts for 2014 from the 10
cent City Park Pool sales taxes
and
the
.10
cent
CiCo/Northview Pools sales
taxes to be used for various improvements at those locations.
On March 3, 2015, the City
Commission approved the appropriation of $1.25 million in
excess quality of life sales tax
funds in order to fund improvements at CiCo, Northview, and
City Pools including parking lot
improvements at City Park Pool
and pavement repairs on the

Northview Pool parking lot and
Tuttle Street area.
DISCUSSION
To date, a total of
$5,035,085 in sales taxes has
been collected that is in excess
of the amount required to retire
annual principal and interest on
the above bond issues.
The following table reflects
the average revenue that is projected to be collected each year
from 2015 through 2019 for
each component of the .25 cent
sales tax and the average principal and interest remaining to
be paid annually for each bond
issue over the next eight years:
City Administration is proposing appropriating $1 million in total for projects in
2016. This includes up to
$550,000 in projects for CiCo

Senator defends election bill
against criticism from teachers union
(AP) TOPEKA - Johnson
County lawmaker on Monday
defended a proposal to require
annual votes on the status of
local teachers unions — an
idea panned by the state’s main
union as a distraction from
more important matters.

one else” or neither.

Sen. Jeff Melcher, R-Leawood, said his bill has the potential to improve the quality of
education in Kansas schools. It
would require that annual votes
be held on whether teachers
want their local unions to continue representing them.

“The way it works right
now, we just have perpetual
representation,” Melcher said.
“My hope is by having these
frequent elections they’ll better
understand what their members
really want.”

The goal, Melcher said, is to
give each year’s new, incoming
teachers a voice, “so they can
make their thoughts known as
to whether they want to be represented by the NEA or some-

In Kansas, most local teachers unions are affiliated with
the Kansas National Education
Association (KNEA) and National Education Association
(NEA).

The KNEA describes the bill
as the latest in a long string of
attempts to hamstring unions.
“This is just one more attack,” said Marcus Baltzell, the
organization’s communications

Denver joins list of cities
struggling with homeless camps
DENVER (AP) — Denver
She says people won't be
plans to start clearing out homeless camps that have developed forced out, but their belongings
around shelters as early as will be put in storage.
Tuesday.
Some homeless people and
It's a problem confronting advocates say many of those
fast-growing cities across the camped out there don't have
country as affordable housing anywhere else to live in a time
of skyrocketing rents and they
becomes scarcer.
shouldn't be forced to live in
Denver says the camps scat- crowded shelters.
tered on sidewalks near Coors
Last week in San Francisco,
Field pose a health hazard.
Spokeswoman Julie Smith says crews cleared out a homeless
the city has tried to get people camp that officials had declared
into shelters for the last six a health hazard.
months.

director. “Sadly it seems to be
where the focus of this Legislature is.”
Baltzell said the bill does
nothing to address pressing issues such as a recent Kansas
Supreme Court ruling on increasing funding for certain
school districts that have relatively weak local tax bases.
“The only thing this does is,
it’s Jeff Melcher’s way of
grinding an ax and causing
chaos in a way that doesn’t
need to happen,” he said.
The Senate’s Commerce
Committee will hold a hearing
on Senate Bill 469 on Wednesday morning. If the bill becomes law, the Kansas
Department of Labor would
hold more than 300 elections
across the state each year on
local unions. A union would retain its negotiating status if
more than half of the local
teachers and certain other employees cast votes on an annual
basis and do so in favor of the
union.
A union that doesn’t secure
enough votes “shall no longer
be recognized and the professional employees shall be unrepresented,” the bill says.
Employees would be allowed
to form a new bargaining unit,
but not one that is “substantially similar to or affiliated
with” one that lost its status in
the past year.
The Division of Budget filed
a financial summary estimating

S.B. 469 would cost about
$340,000 for staff, rent, supplies and equipment related to
the elections. That price tag
isn’t much in light of the potential benefits of the bill and the
fact that public education costs
billions of dollars a year,
Melcher said.
He suggested the elections
would force unions to better
serve their members, but that
teachers unions might be nervous about what the elections
would reveal.
“I would expect they think
they may not be as popular as
they want people to believe,”
he said. “This will let them
know whether they are supported or whether they’re not.”

and Northview Pools and
$450,000 in projects for City
Park Pool. The appropriation is
specific to the funding of these
projects with excess sales tax
monies from the Quality of Life
(QOL) Sales Tax.
The project requests for 2016
includes many pool projects at
Northview, CiCo, and City Park
Pools. Some of the larger new
items in the request include an
Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection
system at City Park Pool, shade
structure over the bleacher area
at City Park Pool, heater unit at
Northview Pool, and new parking lot/drainage repairs at CiCo
Pool. Some of the larger maintenance or replacement items in
the request include slide repairs
at Northview, CiCo, and City
Park Pools, and also refurbishing of the Stingray at City Park
Pool.
City Administration realizes
the funding of any out year
projects is at the discretion of
the Commission at that time
and needs could change. The
Commission can choose to pay
for those projects from excess
sales tax funds, or other budgetary resources at that time. Of
the current $1 million request
for 2016, nearly $400,000 is for
maintenance or replacement of
equipment rather than new
items. Those repair/mainte-

nance costs will continue to
incur every five to seven years
of operations for the pools.
If the Commission moves
forward with this Appropriation it would still leave discretion for the Commission to
decide on what to do with remaining excess funds. Prior to
this resolution the earliest the
Commission could sunset the
tax would be early 2017, and if
approved as proposed that date
would move back around September 2017. If expenditures
are approved for 2016, the estimated sales tax at the end of
2017 would be
$968,348. The Commission
still has the option to choose to
sunset the tax at any point after
that time, or let the tax run out
until completion in September
2019.
According to Bond Counsel,
using excess sales taxes to fund
additional projects is permissible provided that the funds to
be used are specific to both the
component sales tax and project supported by that sales tax.
Any revenues remaining, once
all principal and interest on
each bond issue has been paid,
may be transferred to the City’s
General Fund and used for
whatever purposes authorized
by Kansas budgeting law.
FINANCING
The current action by the
Commission
appropriates
funding into project accounts
for
City
Pool
and
Northview/CiCo Pools. The
City Park Pool project account
will be funded at $450,000 and
the Northview/ CiCo Pools account at $550,000. As projects
and equipment are bid, all purchasing policies will be followed and City Commission
approval will occur where necessary.

The Budget Shop
730 Colorado is open.
Check out our awesome
selection, fantastic bargains
and great prices. Hours: 12
Noon to 3 p.m. Tuesday - Friday. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m Saturday. Closed Monday.
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K-State Closes Out Sweep of UAPB with 13-8 Win
MANHATTAN, Kan. – KState scored double-digit runs
for the fourth straight game as
it stretched its winning streak to
five and capped off a sweep of
Arkansas-Pine Bluff on Sunday
with a 13-8 win at Tointon Family Stadium.

straight. The Wildcats, who
have scored 66 runs over the
last four games, have tallied 13
or more runs in four consecutive contests for the first time
since 2005.
Jake Wodtke finished out his
impressive series by going 2for-3 with three RBI, two walks
and two runs scored. The redshirt junior hit .727 (8-for-11)
with 12 RBI and six runs on the
weekend as he currently leads
the team in hitting this season
with a .488 clip and an-alreadycareer-high 15 RBI.

The Wildcats (7-4) scored
seven runs in the first to give
them an early four-run lead and
then went on to score two in the
sixth, three in the seventh and
one in the eighth. K-State finished the series against the
Golden Lions (0-11) with 46
runs, its most in a three-game
set since 2005. The Wildcats
With the help of Wodtke and
also batted .411 in the series.
Brooks Zimmerman’s careerhigh three hits, K-State had 12
“These were some good days hits along with seven walks,
of hitting,” said K-State head two hit batters and two of the
coach Brad Hill. “Our guys had three UAPB errors to produce
a pretty good approach, did its 23 baserunners.
some nice things. We need that.
It’s always good to get that conUAPB did not make it easy
fidence. We started swinging for the Wildcats in the finale as
the bats better down in Arizona it took a three-run lead in the
against Utah, and it carried over first and cut it to one in the
to this weekend.”
fourth and seventh. However,
K-State busted out for eight of
The double-digit run effort its 12 hits after the fifth inning
by K-State was also its fourth to notch its first sweep of an op-

State starting pitcher Levi MaVorhis. The final of the three
hits, a two-run single by
Michael Bradley, ignited the
scoring before an RBI double
off the bat of Jerimiah Figueroa
– against reliever Colton
Kalmus – made it 7-6 K-State.
Kalmus, who earned the win
after throwing three innings out
of the bullpen, escaped the
fourth without any further damage when he struck out Jacob
Columbo with runners on second and third.

K-State baseball is in full swing now. (photo by Ben
Brake)
ponent since Santa Clara March
6-8 of last season.
“A three-game sweep is always nice – and never easy,”
said Hill. “Give Arkansas-Pine
Bluff a lot of credit. They competed all weekend. They never
gave us a time that we could
breathe.”
K-State scored its first seven
runs in the first with the help of
just two hits. The first four
Wildcats of the frame reached

via a walk or hit by pitch, but a
sacrifice fly by Tyler Wolfe and
three UAPB errors helped
bring in the first four runs to
give K-State a 4-3 lead.
Michael Smith then delivered
an RBI infield single, which
was followed two batters later
with a two-run, two-out single
by Wodtke to make it 7-3 Wildcats.
UAPB trimmed it to one in
the fourth when three straight
hits opened the inning off K-

MaVorhis did not factor into
the decision as he lasted 3 2/3
innings in his third start of the
year. The senior did match his
career-high in strikeouts,
though, as he fanned eight. He
also gave up nine hits and three
walks that resulted in six UAPB
runs.
K-State, which had just four
hits through the first five innings, broke out the bats in the
sixth when a walk and single by
Wodtke and Steve Serratore, respectively, set up Jake Scudder’s two-run triple off the wall

in center that gave K-State a 96 advantage.
UAPB, however, struck
back with two runs of its own
in the seventh. A leadoff walk
issued by Kalmus followed by
a single and fielder’s choice put
runners on the corners for
Bradley. The first baseman
drove in Roberto Colon with a
sacrifice fly before a double by
Jordan Knox made it 9-8 and
chased Kalmus from the game.
Mitch Zubradt stranded one
of UAPB’s 12 runners left on
base in the seventh he induced
a groundout to the right side to
end the frame.
In the bottom half of the seventh, K-State scored three runs
to pull away as a sacrifice fly
by pinch-hitter Cory Wright, an
RBI triple by Clayton Dalrymple, and another run-producing
hit by Wodtke staked the Wildcats to a 12-8 lead. K-State
then made it 13-8 in the eighth
when a delayed steal with runners on the corners and two
outs allowed Josh Rolette to
cross home.

Jayhawks Drop Series Finale to BYU, 7-6
LAWRENCE, Kan. – A combined five lead changes, 10 different pitchers and four home
runs highlighted Saturday’s series finale at Hoglund Ballpark
where the Kansas baseball team
fell short, 7-6, to BYU in the
ninth inning.
The Jayhawks (3-7) held a
one-run advantage, 6-5, heading into the final frame with
their closer Stephen Villines
still toeing the rubber after entering the game in the sixth. The
sophomore gave up a lead-off
double to BYU (10-1) designated hitter Colton Shaver and
left one belt high to first baseman Nate Favero, who hit it off
the scoreboard in right field to
give the Cougars their third and
final lead of the day, 7-6.
“That was the difference in
this series,” head coach Ritch
Price said. “They hit the five
home runs on Thursday night
and we lose 11-10. Then today,
they clutched up with the two
huge home runs – the three-run
homer and the two-run homer.”
Both home runs by the

Cougars came at opportune
times to stymie the Jayhawks’
momentum. Kansas took an
early 3-0 lead in the third inning
after it took advantage of a
BYU error and two basesloaded walks. However, in the
fifth, Shaver answered with a
three-run shot over the hitters’
eye in center field following a
RBI-groundout to put the
Cougars on top, 4-3.
KU answered back to tie it in
the bottom of the fifth when
sophomore shortstop Matt
McLaughlin led off the inning
with the Jayhawks’ first home
run of the season and second
dinger of his career, 4-4.
“I thought our energy was really good the last three days,”
McLaughlin said. “Anytime
you play a team like that, you
have to have energy and you
have to bring it every day.”
After BYU took the lead
again in the sixth with a RBI
double by left fielder Eric Urry,
KU right fielder Rudy Karre
brought it at the plate. The

freshman belted a two-run
home run deep over the wall in
left center to put the Jayhawks
back on top, 6-5.
“I thought we bounced back
once we got behind,” Price said.
“We took the lead and then they
took the lead. To their credit,
they swung the bats just about
as good as they could have this
weekend.”
With things looking up for
Kansas heading into the ninth
inning, Villines (2-1) gave up
the lead-off double and two-run
home run to relinquish the lead
back to BYU.

Colby Wright, only to get him
to chase the third one in the dirt
for the strikeout. That brought
junior designated hitter Marcus
Wheeler to the plate with two
outs. Again, Marshall painted
the corner with two breaking
balls, but this time, Wheeler
didn’t chase the waste pitch in
the dirt. Instead, Wheeler
grounded out on a 1-2 fastball
and left the tying run stranded
at third base to end the game.
“The first two breaking balls
he (Marshall) threw with runners at first and third and one

However, KU strung together
a late rally in its final at bats
when junior centerfielder Joven
Afenir reached base on a fielding error to lead things off.
Tinsley smoked a one-out single through the right side and
Afenir moved to third, and it
forced BYU to bring in its
closer Mason Marshall (2).
Marshall painted two breaking balls on the outside corner
to senior second baseman

Want To See Your
Business Here?
So Do We!
Small Ads Work
Call 785-539-8953

out to Wright – he painted that
outside corner,” Price said. “He
threw four quality breaking
balls with the game on the line.”
Kansas mustered just six hits
on the day with McLaughlin
tallying the only multi-hit performance. Freshman righty
Jackson Goddard started on the
bump and lasted four innings.
He allowed four hits, three
walks and struck out two batters
without surrendering a run.
Right-handers sophomore
Tyler Davis, freshman Zack
Leban and senior Sam Gilbert

combined to throw the next one
and 2/3 innings, giving up five
runs off seven hits and two
walks. Villines pitched the final
three and 1/3 innings and was
hung with the loss.
Kansas continues its homestand Tuesday, March 8, in midweek action against Creighton.
First pitch is slated for 3 p.m.
and can be seen on ESPN3.
Fans can also tune into the Jayhawk Radio Network for a live
audio broadcast via KUAthletics.com/Radio.
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Big 12
Tourny
Has
Started
The top college basketball
conference in America is set to
begin its postseason as the
bracket has been set for the
2016 Phillips 66 Big 12 Men’s
Basketball Championship. The
Kansas Jayhawks earned the
regular-season title and will be
the No. 1 seed - the 16th outright or shared crown in 19 seasons for KU, which has
accomplished the feat 12 years
in a row.
Seven of 10 teams finished at
.500 or better in league play,
while six are currently ranked
in the top 25. West Virginia is
seeded second after posting 13
league wins, its most since joining the Big 12. No. 3 Oklahoma
is next, followed by No. 4
Texas, No. 5 Baylor and No. 6
Iowa State.
First-round games were
played on Wednesday with No.
8 Kansas State facing No. 9
Oklahoma State and No. 7
Texas Tech taking on No. 10
TCU. (At press time games had
not been played)
Extensive video coverage of
the entire Championship can be
found via the Big 12 Digital
Network at Big12Sports.com
and on the conference’s social
media platforms on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram. Video
available will include championship previews, highlights
from every contest and exclusive live coverage of postgame
press conferences. In addition,
live streaming of the championship trophy ceremony can be
found on Saturday evening,
March 12.
The entire Phillips 66 Big 12
Men’s Basketball Championship will be televised nationally on ESPN, ESPN2 or
ESPNU. Games will also be
available on WatchESPN.
ESPN will provide on-site studio coverage with Karl Ravech
and Miles Simon reporting on
Friday and Saturday direct from
Kansas City.
2016 PHILLIPS 66 BIG 12
MEN’S BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP
Sprint Center - Kansas City
Wednesday, March 9
National Television
Time
No. 8 Kansas State vs.
No. 9 Oklahoma State
ESPNU 6:00 p.m. CT

Waterville Golf Course

Public Welcome - 9 hole grass green course.
Green Fees are $15.00 a day, plus cart rental fees are posted

No. 7 Texas Tech vs.
No. 10 TCU
ESPNU
8:00 p.m. CT
Thursday, March 10
No. 4 Texas vs.
No. 5 Baylor
ESPN2
11:30 a.m. CT
No. 1 Kansas vs.
K-State/OSU winner
ESPN2 1:30 p.m. CT
No. 2 West Virginia vs.
TTU/TCU winner
ESPNU 6:00 p.m. CT
No. 3 Oklahoma vs.
No. 6 Iowa State ESPNU
8:00 p.m. CT
Friday, March 11
Saturday, March 12
Semifinal Winners
ESPN 5:00 p.m. CT

The clubhouse is available to rent. Members
cost is $30.00. Guest cost is $50.00. There is a
required deposit of $50.00 for all renter.

Memberships:
$325 single membership
$375 family membership
Call Larry Nolte
at 785-363-7311
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Riley
County Commission Goes Into Executive Session
Officials
Riley County
Commissioners
The District 1 Commissioner is Ben Wilson.
The District 2 Commissioner is Robert
Boyd, Jr. The District
3 Commissioner is Ron
Wells. Mr. Wells

Riley County
Clerk
Rich Vargo
The County Clerk’s Office handles many administrative duties for
Riley County
110 Courthouse Plaza
1st Floor, Rm B118
Manhattan, KS 66502
Ph: 785-537-6300
Ph: 785-565-6200
Fx: 785-537-6394

Riley County
Attorney
Barry Wilkerson
Carnegie Building
105 Courthouse Plaza
Manhattan, KS 66502
Ph: 785-537-6390
Fx: 785-537-6334

County
Treasurer
Shilo Heger
County Office Building
110 Courthouse Plaza
1st Floor
Manhattan, KS 66502
Ph: 785-537-6320
Fx: 785-537-6326
Debbie Regester
Register of Deeds
County Office Building
110 Courthouse Plaza
2nd Floor, Rm B202
Manhattan,
Kansas
66502
Ph: 785-537-6340
Fx: 785-537-6343

Clancy Holeman
County
Counselor
Courthouse Plaza East
115 N 4th Street
3rd Floor, West
Manhattan, KS 66502
Ph: 785-565-6844
Fx: 785-565-6847

Riley County Police Department
1001 South Seth Child
Road
(785) 537-2112

Dial 911

Board of Riley County Commissioners Regular Meeting
Minutes
February 29, 2016
8:30 AM
Call
to
Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comments

$19.80 $12.39 $64.90
Company Glyphosate Perspective
Esplanade
200
SCCPS
2375
Shout Iron Court Castle
Rock, CO 80109 $8.49
$82.08/lb. $1,064.96
Helena Chemical Company
8215 Hedge Lane Terrace
Shawnee, KS 66227 $10.58
$1,231.20/ 15 lbs. $2,662.40
Sims Fertilizer & Chemical
P.O. Box 330 Osborne, KS
67473 $10.70 $72.50 $56.00
Van Diest Supply Company
630 W. Lindsborg Street Lindsborg, KS 67456 $9.98$82.08
$1,064.96
Van Diest Supply Co. –
AMENDED 630 W. Lindsborg
Street
Lindsborg, KS 67456 $9.21
$82.08 $1,064.96
SiteOne Landscape Supply
1385 East 36th Street Cleveland, Ohio 44114 $18.032
NoneNoneAsplundh Tree
Expert Company 943 Nixon
Drive Mechaniscburg, PA

10
17055-4047 $10.40 $82.08
$1,064.96
Move to refer the bids to staff
for evaluation and recommendation.
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
10:40 AM
Pat Collins, Emergency
Management Director16.
Hiring a part time staff person
for Emergency Management
P. Collins discussed hiring a
part-time staff person for Emergency Management.
Volanti discussed the training
and hiring process for the position. Volanti said it is not a benefits eligible position.
Move to approve hiring a
part time staff person for Emergency Management for at least
6 months.
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Shepek discussed the water
damage remediation of the
Courthouse building.
11:22 AM
Adjournment

Business Meeting
Sign Riley County Personnel
Action Form(s)
The Board of County Commissioners signed a Riley
Riley County Minutes
County Personnel Action Form
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month:
for Jessie Hubbard, a new hire, The minutes for years did not cost the county extra. They
as an Administrative Assistant
were produced using Word. A new program now costs
$700 per month.
II, in the Community Corrections Department, at a grade K
$45.84
over his career.
step 1, at $17.95 per hour.
Van Diest Supply Co. P. Collins acknowledged the
support of the community and AMENDED 630 W. Lindsborg
Review Minutes
his staff in his accomplishment. Street Lindsborg, KS 67456
Board of Riley County Com11. Public health impact re- $14.09 $9.82 $45.83
missioners - Regular Meeting SiteOne Landscape Supply
port on Binge Drinking/Fake
Feb 25, 2016 8:30 AM
Patty’s Day - Ginny Barnard 1385 East 36th Street CleveMove to approve minutes.
and Adam Bowen (5 minutes) land, Ohio 44114 $69.152
ACCEPTED
AS
Bowen presented a report $19.74 None
AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
Asplundh Tree Expert Comfrom the Riley County Public
Robert Boyd, County ComHealth Advisory Council Binge pany 943 Nixon Drive Mechamissioner Ben Wilson, County
Move to adjourn.
17055-4047
Drinking and Fake Patty’s Day niscburg, PA
Commissioner Boyd, Wells,
recommendations.
Wilson
12. Spring seasonal weather
Tentative Agenda
awareness - Steve Higgins (2
9:00 AM
minutes) Higgins and Harrison
Clancy Holeman, Coundiscussed spring seasonal
selor/Director of Administrative
awareness. Higgins read the
Services7.
AdminisProclamation
on
Severe
trative Work Session
Weather Awareness.
Holeman said next week the
Harrison said the National
tax lid hearing will be March
Weather Service will present in9th and 10th.
formation to the public on
8. Pending County Projects
March 22nd 7:00 p.m. at Four
County Counselor
Point by Sheraton at 530
9:02 AM
Richards Drive.
9. Executive Session for
13.
Board of Health
Preliminary
Discussions
Meeting - Ben Wilson (1
Relating to the Acquisition
minute)
of Real Property
Wilson reported the Board of
Move that the County ComHealth meeting will be held
mission recess into executive
tonight at 7:00 p.m. in the
session pursuant to the prelimiBoard of County Commission
nary discussions relating to the
Chambers.
acquisition of real property ex10:00 AM
ception to the Kansas Open
Monty Wedel, Planning/SpeMeetings Act, in order to discial Projects Director14.
cuss an initial offer of purchase
Work Session on Fort Riley Imby the county, the open meeting
pacts and Coordination Efforts
to resume in the County ComWedel discussed the noise
mission Chambers at 9:17 a.m.
boundaries around Fort Riley.
RESULT:
Wedel stated if we conduct a
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
joint land use study the noise
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
zones should be addressed.
9:17 AM
Abel discussed how the noise
Move to go out of executive
boundaries are determined.
session.
10:30 AM
9:17 AM
Dennis Peterson, Noxious
Executive
Session
for
Weed Director15. Bid openPreliminary Discussions Reing for herbicide
lating to the Acquisition of
The Board of County ComReal Property
missioners opened the followAYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
ing bids for herbicide:
Riley County Commissioner Ron Wells (left) and Riley County
9:30 AM
Company
Commissioner Bob Boyd will be up for re-election on November 2,
Move to go out of executive
2,4-D LV 2,4-D T o r d o n
2016. Both voted to take the vote away from the citizens of Riley
session.
Ester
Amine 22K CPS
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
County when the passed a Riley County Building Commission.
$14.99 $9.79
$46.29
No binding action was taken
By appointing themselves as the Building Commission they could
2375 Shout Iron Court Castle
during the executive session.
approve a $50 million 9th Grade re-construction for the School DisRock, CO 80109
9:30 AM
Helena Chemical Company
trict without a vote of the people or they could help the City of ManPress Conference10.
$15.74 $10.68 $ 4 9 . 6 2
hattan add $50 million in debt for a Sports Complex without a vote.
KEMA Owen U Turrentine EM
8215 Hedge Lane Terrace
Professional of the Year award
Before you talk to a Commissioner go to manhattanfreepress.com
Shawnee, KS 66227
to Pat Collins - Pamela Sanders
August 1, 2013 issue and read where Cities and Counties can use
Sims Fertilizer & Chemical
(3-5 minutes)
“Home Rule” to get around a vote of the people.
P.O. Box 330 Osborne, KS
Burgess
presented
Pat
67473 $14.30 $10.35$38.50
Collins the Owen U Terrentine
Van Diest Supply Company
(This is not a paid political advertisment. It is part of an Editorial
EM Professional of the Year
630 W. Lindsborg Street Lindswritten by Jon A. Brake, Publisher, Manhattan Free Press.)
award. Burgess discussed many
borg, KS 67456 $13.44 $10.04
of Pat Collins accomplishments

The Next Riley County General
Election Will Be

November 8, 2016
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County Making Offers

this is an out dated 20-Year Cost Comparison but the Riley County Commission is County Office Facility. Total Cost $25.9 million. Alternative 3 is to construct a new
using it to begin the process of building a new Courthouse. Alternative 1 is to con- facility on new land. Total Cost $43 million. Alternative 4 is to build downtown. Total
struct an new Courthouse and continue with the current facilities. Total Cost $51.2 Cost $48 million.
million. Alternative 2 is to purchase the First Christian Church for a Comprehensive

City Could Payoff Pool Debt Early, But Won’t
The City of Manhattan sold
the voters on a new swimming
pool in 2009. The voter approved .25 cent sales tax to
pay for several projects.
Now the money is coming
in and it is more than what is
needed but the City will spend
it anyway.
The $1 Million a year could
go to paying off the debt early
but is memo tells what the
City will do with the money:
CITY
COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO
February 19, 2016
FROM: Kiel Mangus, Assistant City Manager
MEETING: March 1, 2016
SUBJECT:
Appropriation of Excess Sales Taxes for
Pool Projects Related to the
Quality of Life Bond Issue
PRESENTER: Kiel Mangus, Assistant City Manager
BACKGROUND
On March 3, 2009, the City
Commission approved the ballot language for an additional
.25 cent sales tax to be placed
before the voters on April 7,
2009. The first question on the
ballot called for an additional
.10 cent sales tax for the reconstruction of the City Park Pool.
The second question was for an
additional .10 cent sales tax for
the reconstruction of Northview
Pool and the renovation of
CiCo Pool. The third and final
question was for an additional
.05 cent sales tax, along with

authority to issue bonds, for a
new Sunset Zoo Education
Center.
On April 7, 2009, Manhattan
voters approved an additional
.25 cent sales tax for a period of
10 years from the date of first
collection. The .25 cent sales
tax ‘sunsets’ in October 2019.
On April 21, 2009, the City
Commission approved the design of City Park Pool with
Counsilman-Hunsaker.
On May 19, 2009, the City
Commission approved first
reading of an ordinance to levy
an additional .25 cent sales tax
approved by the voters on April
7, 2009.
On October 15, 2013, the
City Commission received a
presentation on the status of the
cent sales tax. Discussion
was held pertaining to the use
of funds in excess of annual
debt service for expenses and
improvements at each pool and
the Zoo Education Center, prior
to retiring the debt. The Commission provided input and
feedback leading to the proposed resolution and strategies.
On January 21, 2014, the
City Commission discussed
strategy on the use of excess
sales tax from the quality of life
bond issue and passed Resolution No. 012114-F regarding
the use of excess funds from the
sales tax. The City Commission
also decided to use a strategy
where $200,000 each was
placed in separate project accounts for 2014 from the 10

Take a Pal Shooting
With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full
weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

FANCY CREEK RANGE
At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

cent City Park Pool sales taxes
and
the
.10
cent
CiCo/Northview Pools sales
taxes to be used for various improvements at those locations.
On March 3, 2015, the City
Commission approved the appropriation of $1.25 million in
excess quality of life sales tax
funds in order to fund improvements at CiCo, Northview, and
City Pools including parking lot
improvements at City Park Pool
and pavement repairs on the
Northview Pool parking lot and
Tuttle Street area.
DISCUSSION
To date, a total of $5,035,085
in sales taxes has been collected
that is in excess of the amount
required to retire annual principal and interest on the above
bond issues.
The following table reflects
the average revenue that is projected to be collected each year
from 2015 through 2019 for
each component of the .25 cent
sales tax and the average prin-

cipal and interest remaining to
be paid annually for each bond
issue over the next eight years:
City Administration is proposing appropriating $1 million in total for projects in
2016. This includes up to
$550,000 in projects for CiCo
and Northview Pools and
$450,000 in projects for City
Park Pool. The appropriation is
specific to the funding of these
projects with excess sales tax
monies from the Quality of
Life (QOL) Sales Tax.
The project requests for
2016 includes many pool projects at Northview, CiCo, and
City Park Pools. Some of the
larger new items in the request
include an Ultra Violet (UV)
Disinfection system at City
Park Pool, shade structure over
the bleacher area at City Park
Pool, heater unit at Northview
Pool, and new parking
lot/drainage repairs at CiCo
Pool. Some of the larger maintenance or replacement items

Would You Like To Keep Your Business Name In Front Of The Public?
So Would We!
Small Ads Work
Call 785-539-8953

in the request include slide repairs at Northview, CiCo, and
City Park Pools, and also refurbishing of the Stingray at City
Park Pool.
City Administration realizes
the funding of any out year
projects is at the discretion of
the Commission at that time
and needs could change. The
Commission can choose to pay
for those projects from excess
sales tax funds, or other budgetary resources at that time. Of
the current $1 million request
for 2016, nearly $400,000 is for
maintenance or replacement of
equipment rather than new
items. Those repair/maintenance costs will continue to
incur every five to seven years
of operations for the pools.
If the Commission moves
forward with this Appropriation
it would still leave discretion
for the Commission to decide
on what to do with remaining
excess funds. Prior to this resolution the earliest the Commis-

sion could sunset the tax would
be early 2017, and if approved
as proposed that date would
move back around September
2017. If expenditures are approved for 2016, the estimated
sales tax at the end of 2017
would be
$968,348. The Commission
still has the option to choose to
sunset the tax at any point after
that time, or let the tax run out
until completion in September
2019.
According to Bond Counsel,
using excess sales taxes to fund
additional projects is permissible provided that the funds to
be used are specific to both the
component sales tax and project supported by that sales tax.
Any revenues remaining, once
all principal and interest on
each bond issue has been paid,
may be transferred to the City’s
General Fund and used for
whatever purposes authorized
by Kansas budgeting law.
FINANCING
The current action by the
Commission
appropriates
funding into project accounts
for
City
Pool
and
Northview/CiCo Pools. The
City Park Pool project account
will be funded at
$450,000
and
the
Northview/ CiCo Pools account at $550,000. As projects
and equipment are bid, all purchasing policies will be followed and City Commission
approval will occur where necessary.
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Kansas governor vetoes American Royal, power plant measures
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ Republican Gov. Sam Brownback
vetoed two measures Friday
that showed the GOP-dominated Legislature's growing distrust of how his administration
has handled two major projects.
One measure was a provision
in a budget bill designed to
keep the state from authorizing
bonds backed by state sales tax
revenues for a project to lure the
117-year-old American Royal
horse and livestock exhibition
to Kansas from Kansas City,
Missouri. Critics worried about
the state forgoing revenues as it
struggles to balance its budget.

The other measure was a separate bill to prevent the state
from demolishing the 1950s-era
Docking State Office Building
near the Statehouse. Legislators
passed the bill after their criticism forced Brownback to cancel a $20 million project to tear
Docking down and replace its
power plant with a new one for
the Capitol and other nearby office buildings.
Brownback criticized the
American Royal measure as
``discrimination'' against Wyandotte County, where the development would occur. He said
the Docking measure wasn't
necessary once he abandoned

the power plant project.
Both measures had bipartisan
support, and the Docking bill
passed both chambers nearly
unanimously. Their backers
would need two-thirds majorities in both chambers to override either veto.
``He's picking some pretty
good fights,'' said Sen. Jim Denning, an Overland Park Republican who supported both.
The American Royal measure was included in a bill making dozens of adjustments in the
state's $16.1 billion budget for
the fiscal year beginning July 1
in hopes of keeping it balanced.
The bill also included Brown-

back's proposals to close a projected deficit approaching $200
million largely by juggling
funds and capturing unanticipated savings in programs.
Brownback signed the bill,
but governors have the power to
veto individual items in budget
legislation. The provision he
excised said the state couldn't
approve bonds backed by sales
tax revenues for any Wyandotte
County project unless lawmakers first tightened up the socalled STAR bonds program.
``I do not believe there is any
precedent for this kind of discrimination against one county
in connection with economic

development
programs,''
Brownback wrote in his veto
message.
With the state's approval,
Wyandotte County issued $450
million in STAR bonds starting
in 2001 to create a thriving entertainment and shopping district surrounding a NASCAR
track, Kansas Speedway. The
bonds will be paid off this year
_ so the state can keep sales tax
revenues generated in the district.
Denning and other lawmakers worried that Brownback's
administration would expand
the district to include an American Royal development and tap

up to $42 million in existing
sales tax revenues generated
there for new bonds. A recent
Department of Commerce report said the American Royal
project could include a hotel, a
children's museum and a 5,000seat arena for both the exhibition and a minor-league hockey
team.
Administration officials said
there is no firm plan and disavowed using existing sales tax
revenues to back new bonds. In
his veto message, Brownback
said he will work with lawmakers on tightening up the STAR
bonds program.
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Travel Kansas Events
“The Butler Did It”
March 11 - 20, 2016
Every Sunday, Friday, Saturday
Venue: Theatre Atchison
Address: 401 Santa Fe,
Atchison, KS 66002
Time: 2:00 & 8:00 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 913-367-7469
Miss Maple, a dowager with
a reputation for “clever” weekend parties, invites a group of
detective writers.

March 26, 2016
Venue: Downtown Mall
Address: 400 Commercial,
Atchison, KS 66002
Time: From: 10:30 AM to
1:00 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 18002341854
Kids, explore the Commercial Street Mall during the annual Easter Egg Hunt beginning
at 10:30 a.m. Then, join the
Easter Bunny and play fun
games.

135th Annual Messiah Festival of the Arts
March 18 - 27, 2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Messiah Festival of
Music & Art
Address: 421 N 1st St,
Bethany College, Lindsborg,
KS 67456
Time: various
Type: Events
A View from Space is on now at the Flint Hills Discovery Center.
Phone: 785-227-3380
Presentations of Handel’s
Phone: 785-776-8050
Ave, Hutchinson, KS 67501
Messiah and Bach’s St.
Venue: Prairie Band Casino
Start St. Patrick’s celebraTime: From: 8:00 AM to & Resort
Matthew Passion (Good Friday)
plus recitals, concerts and art tions off right with Blarney 5:00 PM
Address: 12305 150th Rd,
Breakfast, a fundraiser for ManType: Events
exhibitions. Reserved seatin
Mayetta, KS 66509
hattan Arts Center, 7:30 a.m.,
Phone: 620-662-0559
Time: Starting: 8:00 PM
Come celebrate spring with
2016 Southwest Kansas An- Kite’s Grille & B
Type: Events
Pleasantview Merchants at their
tiques Appraisal Fair
Phone: 785-966-7777
3A State Boys & Girls
annual Spring Celebration. Join
March 12, 2016
The Charlie Daniels Band
the fun of door prizes, refresh- Friday, March 18, 2016 From
Venue: Finney County His- Basketball Tournament
March 9 - 12, 2016
ments, and games.
torical Museum
his Dove Award winning
Recurring daily
Address: 403 S 4th, Garden
gospel albums to his genreVenue: Hutchinson Sports
Brain: The Inside Story
City, KS 67846
defining Southern rock.
Arena
March 5, 2016 - August 28,
Time: All Day
Address: 700 East 11th, 2016
Type: Events
Dodge City Law Arena
Hutchinson, KS 67501
Recurring daily
Phone: 620-272-3664
Football vs Texas Revolution
Time: vary
Venue: Museum at Prairiefire
This is a live, all-day event,
March 26, 2016
Type:
Events
Address: 5801 W. 135th,
styled like the Antiques Road
Venue: Dodge City Law
Overland Park, KS 66223
Show television program, dur- Phone: 620-665-3586
Arena Football
Held at Hutchinson’s Sports
Time: From: 10:00 AM to
ing which participants bring
Address: 4100 W ComArena, best 3A boys and girls 5:00 PM
heirloom items.
manche, Dodge City, KS
basketball teams compete for
Type: Events
67801
Phone: 913-333-3500
20th Anniversary of the State honors in the Kansas State
Time: Starting: 7:00 PM
High School Activities Assn.
Learn how the fascinating
Prairie Spirit Trail
Type: Events
human brain works - from
March 16, 2016
Phone: 620-371-7390
40th Annual Farm/
senses and emotions to aging
Venue: Prairie Spirit Trail
Playing their home games at
City Banquet
and effects of technology - as the United Wireless Arena,
Address: 1100 W. Highway KMarch 22, 2016
you explore this special exhi- 4100 W. Comanche, Dodge
31, Garnett, KS
Venue: Atchison Event Cen- betion.
Time: Starting: 6:00 PM
City, KS.
ter
Type: Events
Address: 710 S 9th, AtchiBreak Up Adventure Race
Phone: 785-448-5496
Easter Lamb Cooking
at Milford Lake
The Friends of the Prairie son, KS 66002
Class
Time: Starting: 4:30 PM
March 12, 2016
Spirit Trail host an annual celeMarch 22, 2016
Type: Events
Venue:
Acorns
Resort
bration commemorating the ofVenue: First Taste Olive
Phone: 800-234-1854
Address: 3710 Farnum Creek Oils, Vinegars & Cafe
ficial opening of the Prairie
Join more than 300 people at Rd, Milford, KS 66514
Spirit Trail.
Address: 424 Cherokee St.,
this annual event held at the
Time: Starting: 7:00 AM
Leavenworth, KS 66048
Type: Events
38th Annual Aggieville St. Atchison Event Center. Help
Time: From: 6:00 PM to
celebrate the agriculture of
Phone: 785-463-4000
Patrick’s Day Parade
8:30 PM
Atchison with dinner.
Solo, 2 or 3 person teams exMarch 12, 2016
Type: Events
perience the beauty and chalVenue: Aggieville Historic
Phone: 913-744-5138
Annual
Pleasantview lenge of the Flint Hills in either
District
This is a hands on cooking
the 6 or 12 hour course.
Address: Manhattan Avenue Spring Celebration
class where you will learn to
March 26, 2016
and Moro Street, Manhattan,
French and cook a rack of lamb
Venue: Pleasantview ComCharlie Daniels Band In
KS 66502
just in time for Easter.
munity
Concert
Time: Starting: 2:00 PM
Address: 6401 West Morgan
March 18, 2016
Type: Events
Easter on the Mall

Exhibition opening: A View
from Space
January 16, 2016 - May 1,
2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Flint Hills Discovery
Center
Address: 315 S 3rd, Manhattan, KS 66502
Time: From: 10:00 AM to
5:00 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 785-587-2726
A View from Space, a new,
highly interactive, hands-on science exhibit, will allow visitors
to see the world.
Exhibition opening: How
People Make Things
January 30, 2016 - May 1,
2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Flint Hills Discovery
Center
Address: 315 S 3rd, Manhattan, KS 66502
Time: From: 10:00 AM to
5:00 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 785-587-2726
How People Make Things
tells the story of how everyday
items are manufactured and
brings to life the people, ideas
and technology.
Kansas City Roller Warriors
March 26, 2016
Venue: Memorial Hall
Address: 600 N 7th St,
Kansas City, KS 66101
Time: From: 5:00 PM to
10:00 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 913-573-5332
The Kansas City Roller Warriors, LLC is KC’s Premier allfemale flat track roller derby
league.
Kansas State Wildcats
baseball
March 11 - 13, 2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Tointon Family Stadium
Address: 1700 College Ave,

Manhattan, KS 66502
Time: Vary
Type: Events
Phone: 800-221-2287
Three-game series against
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Game
times at 3:05 p.m. Friday, 2:05
p.m. Saturday and 1:05 p.m.
Sunday.
Kool & The Gang
March 25, 2016
Venue: Prairie Band Casino
& Resort
Address: 12305 150th Rd,
Mayetta, KS 66509
Time: Starting: 8:00 PM
Type: Events
Phone: 785-966-7777
Kool & The Gang has sold
over 70 million albums worldwide and influenced the music
of three generations.
Live Music by The M80s
at Hollywood Casino
March 25 - 26, 2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Hollywood Casino at
Kansas Speedway
Address: 777 Hollywood
Casino Boulevard, Kansas
City, KS 66111
Time: From: 9:00 PM to
12:00 AM
Type: Events
Phone: 913-288-9300
Enjoy live music by The
M80s, Friday & Saturday night
inside Hollywood Casino at 9
p.m.
Live Music by The Mikey
Needleman Band
March 11 - 12, 2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Hollywood Casino at
Kansas Speedway
Address: 777 Hollywood
Casino Boulevard, Kansas
City, KS 66111
Time: From: 9:00 PM to
12:00 AM
Type: Events
Phone: 913-288-9300
Enjoy live music by The
Mikey Needleman Band, Friday & Saturday night inside
Hollywood Casino at 9 p.m.
NCAA Division II Men’s
and Women’s Indoor Track and
Field National Championship
March 11 - 12, 2016
Recurring daily
Venue: Robert W Plaster
C
e
n
t
e
r
Address: 1701 South Homer,
Pittsburg,
KS
66752
Time:
TBD
Type:
Events
Phone: 620-231-1212
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Data: Using old school funding
system politically difficult
WICHITA, Kan. (AP) _ Reverting to an old public education funding system that would
be acceptable to the Kansas
Supreme Court would help
more than half of the state's
schools but suburban Kansas
City schools would take a hit,

according to data from the
Kansas Department of Education.
Statewide, 79 districts, including several in Johnson
County, would suffer net losses
in state aid if the state returns
to the old equalization formula,

Classifieds
Adoption
WARM, FUN, PROFESSIONAL Couple with hearts
full of love eager to provide
your baby with love and happiness forever. Expenses
paid. Christina and Michael
(877)298-1945
Auctions
BRANSON COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION - Celebrating 38 years. April
15-16, 2016. Featuring
Corvettes, Mustangs, Mopar,
Jaguar, MG, Triumph. Consign your car today! 800335-3063
www.bransonauction.com
Farm Equipment
Our Hunters will Pay Top
$$$ To hunt your land. Call
for a Free Base Camp Leas-

ing info packet & Quote. 1866-309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com
Help Wanted
Can You Dig It? Heavy
Equipment Operator Career!
We Offer Training and Certifications Running Bulldozers,
Backhoes
and
Excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497
Help
Wanted/Truck
Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring
Class A drivers to run from
Kansas City to the west
coast. Home Weekly! Great
Benefits! www.convoysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301
or Lori ext. 303 1-800-9266869.

while 162 districts, including
Wichita, would see increases,
according to Kansas Department of Education numbers.
Another 45 districts would
have flat funding, The Wichita
Eagle reported
The Kansas Supreme Court
told lawmakers in February
that restoring the state's old
equalization formula would address the inequities between
school districts, but the court
left lawmakers room to explore
other options. The court said it
could close schools if lawmakers fail to fix inequities before
July.
The old formula provided
more money to districts that
were considered property poor,
to ``equalize'' them with districts considered property rich.
Property-poor districts have to
tax at a higher rate to raise the
same amount of funding as
their richer peers.
Last year, the Legislature
scrapped the old formula. Instead it adopted ``block grants''
based on what districts received previously. Backers anticipated from the beginning
that legislators would draft a
replacement formula.

The Shawnee Mission
school district stands to lose $3
million in state aid if the state
ditches the block grants for the
old equalization formula, while
the Blue Valley School District
would lose $2.4 million.
Another issue with using the
old formula is that it would
also require the cash-strapped
state to spend $35.6 million
more for the 2016-2017 school
year. The state already faces a
budget shortfall of about $48
million for this year, after it
missed tax revenue estimates
by $53.5 million last month.
Rep. Ron Ryckman, ROlathe, the House Appropriations chair, said the analysis
that shows some districts losing money ``would make it
very difficult for legislators'' to
vote in favor of a bill even in
the face of the court's threat to
close schools.
Johnson County's 34-member legislative delegation includes
conservative
and
moderate Republicans, who
often split on school issues.
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Fake Patty’s Day In Aggieville - Looks like a lot of fun.

The cops joined in on the fun but not with the beer, not with the beer. The police officer that saw some guys having a pushup competition and jumped
down and joined them. (Photos by Ben Brake)

Hanging on the fence with the boys.

I have been waiting for this day for a long time.

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc
3100 Anderson Avenue
Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357
Fax (785) 537-9494

2828 Amherst Ave.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441
Fax 785-776-3787

