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Hey, Stupid, It’s 
Not Constitutional

TOPEKA, Kansas — The
University of Kansas turned to a
Wisconsin agency to secure financing
for new student housing and new sci-
ence labs because it needed to move
quickly, university officials said
Tuesday, as the school sought to
answer Republican lawmakers' allega-
tions that it went rogue.

University officials also told leg-
islative committees that the school
likely avoided millions of dollars in
additional costs by securing financing
last month for its central district devel-
opment project rather than waiting to
obtain the Legislature's approval this
spring. The project includes a new sci-
ence building to replace outdated labs,
housing for 1,200 students, a new stu-
dent union building, a new power
plant and parking.

"This is a crucially important and
exciting project for the university and
the state," Chancellor Bernadette
Gray-Little told the House
Appropriations Committee.

The House committee and the
Senate Ways and Means Committee
had hearings because some
Republican lawmakers are upset that
the project and its financing weren't
approved by the GOP-dominated
Legislature.

The relationship between the uni-
versity and lawmakers has sometimes
been rocky. The Legislature has grown
more conservative, and the school is
perceived as a liberal bastion.

"I would hope, regardless of what
happens with this, that we can have a
better relationship, but this does noth-
ing but divide KU from the
Legislature," said Sen. Michael
O'Donnell, a Wichita Republican.

The House expects to debate budg-
et legislation Wednesday that includes
a provision that restricts the universi-
ty's ability to spend tuition dollars and
student fees. The Senate is considering
a proposal that could put the central

district project on hold by forcing the
university to cover costs with private
donations for two years.

"KU is flying the Starship
Enterprise through our statutes, trying
to avoid a transparent process that's
accountable to taxpayers and students
both," said Rep. J.R. Claeys, a Salina
Republican.

The university formed a nonprofit
corporation which then went to
Wisconsin's Public Finance Authority
to issue the bonds.

The university plans to lease the
buildings from the nonprofit corpora-
tion, paying the nonprofit an annual
payment of nearly $22 million so that
it can pay off the bonds over 30 years
at 3.76 percent interest. The university
plans to use fees and tuition dollars to
make its lease payment.

The project includes a new dormito-
ry for 500 students that is supposed to
open in the fall of 2017, in time to
avert a campus housing shortage. The
new science building would have
280,000 square feet of space and new
labs that would replace facilities in
two, decades-old buildings.

"The truth is that many high schools
have better basic science facilities,"
Gray-Little told the House committee.
"They must be replaced."

University officials said they pre-
ferred to have the bonds issued by the
Kansas Development Finance
Authority, but learned in September
that the state agency couldn't do so
without specific legislative approval.
The university worried that delays
would increase borrowing costs, spe-
cial counsel Jeff Gans said.

"There were a number of timing
issues that we were sensitive to," Gans
told the Senate committee. "We really
needed the project to get started."

The Kansas Board of Regents,
which oversees the higher education
system, signed off on the financing in
November.

Bill  would force schools
to consolidation more 

TOPEKA, Kansas — The chairman

of the Kansas House Education

Committee says it's unlikely that any

action will be taken on a bill that

would force the consolidation of more

than half of the state's school districts.

Rep. Ron Highland, R-Wamego,

who chairs the committee, says that

after a heated hearing on the bill

Wednesday, it's unlikely to go any-

where soon.

"There was so much information

presented during the hearing that it's

going to take us some time to filter

through that," Highland said. "A lot of

suggestions were made, and some of

them were actually very good."

The Lawrence Journal-World

(http://bit.ly/20k2JRj ) reports that

even if the consolidation bill passes,

its supporters prefer to call it a

"realignment" bill because it only calls

for consolidating administration, not

schools.

Baldwin City is among the school

districts that would be forced to merge

or consolidate with another district in

Douglas County if the bill were to

pass. The district's superintendent,

Paul Dorathy, says he's had a number

of parents contact him with concerns.

"I think they're concerned about los-

ing our identity," Dorathy said. "I

think they're concerned about losing

our schools. And I think they're con-

cerned about losing local decision-

making on what happens in our

schools."

There are still other school-related

bills pending in the Legislature,

including one that would put tighter

controls on schools' ability to issue

bonds.

School leaders say the total of all

these proposals is taking a toll on the

moral of their teachers and staff.

"I think it's the perception that there

isn't very much support for public

schools in Topeka," said Denis Yoder,

superintendent of the Perry-

Lecompton school district in Jefferson

County.

Rep. Valdenia Winn, D-Kansas

City, said she understands why school

districts see the Legislature's moves as

disruptive, and she said it could have

long-term negative repercussions for

public schools in the state.

The City of Manhattan wants a new Rental Inspection Program. The program was installed to get rid
of Slum Landlords but was resended when 5-renters ended up in jail. The City Staff and Commissioners
know that the program is unconstitutional.

By Jon A. Brake

Publisher
What will it take for the City Staff

and three City Commissioners from
putting into place another Rental
Inspection Program? Nothing!

They are going to do it, even if it is
unconstitutional. The City Attorney
knows it, the City Staff knows it and
the City Commissioners know it.
What is it about Unconstitutional do
they not understand?

What they all know is they can pass
it and implement it and no one can
stop them. After started it can only be
stopped by a lawsuit or another City
Commission. 

See the Memo on page three:
Here is what they want to pick

from:
The four options are as follows:
1. Status Quo. Inspection by com-

plaint/voluntary only as is currently
conducted. No registration of units
and no fees required. Over 500 com-
plaint/voluntary inspections have been
conducted over the last five years (4%
of estimated rental units). The majori-
ty of those inspections are complaint
based.

(If only 4% of the 12,693 rental
units in town have had complaints
in 5-years (less than 1% per year)
what is the problem? Oh, yea, the
City Staff and three Commissioners
what a Socialist Government for the
City of Manhattan.)

2.  Registration Only. This direction
would require rental properties to reg-
ister. Inspections would still be by
complaint/voluntary. There could be

Editorial
no registration fee or a minimal one,
or an option for a fee for not register-
ing or being delinquent. With the reg-
istration of all rental properties it is
estimated that the addition of a part-
time clerical staff position would be
needed.

(In Garland, Texas: “The court
ordered that all property must be
treated the same.  It further ordered
that fees charged to Rental invest-
ment  owners was nothing more
than taxation on a select segment of
property owners and warranted
unfair and unequal treatment and
ordered all fees and funds collect to
be returned to Individuals who had
paid them.”)

3. “Life Safety” Only. This direc-
tion would focus only on life safety
items in inspections. All rental units
would be required to register in the
program. A dedicated timeframe for
inspection of  properties would occur
(so many per year), but complaint/vol-
untary could still happen. There would
be an annual fee associated with regis-
tration of the unit, but no inspection
fee yearly. It is anticipated that if the
Commission would like to move for-
ward with this option, additional full-
time rental inspectors and administra-
tive staff would have to be hired, with
the amount depending on timeframes
for inspections and whether or not all
or only a random sample of units are
selected for inspection.

(“In Red Wing, Minn,  the
Minnesota Supreme Court ruled in
2013 that the city’s mandatory pro-
grams violated The 4th Amendment

and the 14th Amendment.  That the
city must obtain a warrant to
inspect units and have proof of
probable cause.)

4. Hybrid. This direction would
have the City inspecting exteriors of
property with a frequency deemed fea-
sible by staff. Rental properties would
be required to register. If a certain
number of exterior violations occurred
in a given time period, that would then
trigger an interior inspection of the
property. Depending on the
Commission’s desire, there could be
an annual registration fee associated
with this option or not, or there could
also be a fee associated if an interio
inspection is triggered. Depending on
the frequency of inspections, this
option may require additional staffing
including, at least the part- time cleri-
cal position listed in option 2.

(In Ohio: “The court stated that
both the United States Supreme
Court and the Ohio Supreme Court
have invalidated warrantless
inspections of rental property and
repeatly held that warrantless
administrative inspection are
invalid.”)

Here is another: (“In
Elizabethville, Pa   The US Middle
Court found rental inspections vio-
late the 4th amendment and require
permission from the property owner
or a warrant with probable cause
and must be applied equally across
all property. The court also found
that municipal courts do not meet
the requirement  of being unbi-
ased.”)

TOPEKA, Kansas — The Kansas

secretary of state's office says the

number of businesses in the state

grew by 5 percent last year.

Secretary of State Kris Kobach's

office reported Monday that Kansas

had about 179,000 businesses at the

end of 2015. That's about 8,600

more than at the end of 2014.

Kobach's office noted that a

record of nearly 17,300 businesses

formed in Kansas last year.

Republican Gov. Sam

Brownback has pointed to annual

records for new business formations

each year since 2011 as a sign that

his tax-cutting policies are boosting

the economy.

But the secretary of state's report

also showed that a growing number

of businesses also dissolved, with-

drew or forfeited their right to

remain active in Kansas. More than

15,600 did so last year, up slightly

from 2014.

The Liberal Media Will
Not Tell You This

KU says it needed 
expansion project quickly
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HIPAA Manual and adopt the

policies within, with the edited

modifications presented by

Commissioner Wilson.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Move to recess as the Board

of Health and reconvene as the

Board of County

Commissioners.

10:15 AM Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/Director of

Administrative Services

Holeman discussed the local

Realtors Association and the

State Realtors Association.

The Board agreed by consen-

sus for Holeman to contact the

local Realtors Association to

schedule them to discuss the tax

lid.

10:16 AM

17. Executive session to

discuss confidential legal

advice regarding potential liti-

gation issues

Move that the County

Commission recess into execu-

tive session on potential litiga-

tion for the purpose of consulta-

tion with an attorney for the

commission, which would be

deemed privileged in the attor-

ney-client relationship, an

exception to the Kansas Open

Meetings Act, the open meeting

to resume in the County

Commission Chambers at 10:27

a.m.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

10:28 AM

Move to go out of executive

session.

No binding action was taken

during the executive session.

10:28 AM

Move that the County

Commission recess into execu-

tive session on potential litiga-

tion for the purpose of consulta-

tion with an attorney for the

commission, which would be

deemed privileged in the attor-

ney-client relationship, an

exception to the Kansas Open

Meetings Act, the open meeting

to resume in the County

Commission Chambers at 10:37

a.m.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

10:37 AM

Move to go out of executive

session.

No binding action was taken

during the executive session.

10:15 AM Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/Director of

Administrative Services

18. Work Session: Property

Tax Lid-Review Status of

Proposed Amendments;

Consideration of Additional

Comments

Holeman discussed the prop-

erty tax lid. Holeman reviewed

the proposed amendments.

The Board agreed by consen-

sus to get the proposed amend-

ments sent to the appropriate

people including Melissa

Wangemann with KAC.

The Board agreed by consen-

sus for Clancy Holeman and

Greg McHenry to present to

Flint Hills Regional Council the

Proposed Property Tax

Legislation from the Kansas

Association of Realtors.

Holeman discussed the CGI

Communication script.

Holeman said the Chamber and

9:20 a.m.

RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

9:20 AM

Move to go out of executive

session.

No binding action was taken

during the executive session.

12. Pending County

Projects County Counselor

The Board of County

Commissioners watched the

KAC Legislative video update.

9:30 AM Press Conference

13. Riley County Police

Department update - Captain

Josh Kyle (3-5 minutes)

Kyle presented an RCPD

update,

Kyle said the Riley County

Police Department (RCPD)

saw an increase in burglaries at

the end of the year. Kyle said

the trend this year is not contin-

uing.

Kyle discussed RCPD’s

efforts to reach out to the com-

munity. Kyle said the organiza-

tions they are reaching out to

are Big Brothers Big Sisters

and the Boys and Girls Club.

14. D o w n t o w n

Manhattan update - Gina

Scroggs (3 minutes)

Scroggs said January,

February, and March are plan-

ning months for Downtown

Manhattan.

Scroggs said she is pleased

to announce Downtown

Manhattan has a paid intern.

15. Women in Ag series

(starts February 11) and the

February 11 Coffee Shop

Agronomy Meeting (Wheat

Diseases & Fungicides) - Greg

McClure (5 minutes)

McClure said Women

Involved in Agriculture series

of educational meetings will

begin Thursday, February 11,

2016. 

McClure said a Coffee Shop

Agronomy meeting will begin

Thursday, February 11, 2016.

This is the third in a series of

Coffee Shop Agronomy meet-

ings held every other Thursday

this winter through February

25th.

10:00 AM Cynthia Mott,

Administrative Assistant

Move to recess as the Board

of County Commissioners and

convene as the Board of

Health.

RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

16. The Riley County

Health Department HIPAA

Handbook and Policy Manual

Mott presented and dis-

cussed the Riley County Health

Department HIPAA Manual.

Mott said an auditing

process and risk assessment are

done annually.

Move to approve the Riley

County Health Department

Riley County Commission

Minutes February 1, 2016

8:30 AM       Call to Order

Business Meeting

3. Letter of Agreement

Move to sign the Letter of

Agreement with The Carter

Group effective January 1,

2016-December 31, 2016.

RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [2 TO 1]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o n a l d

Wells, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells

NAYS:Wilson

Wilson said he is not sure

about spending money on a

lobbyist.

(Editor’s Note: What

Agreement? Minutes should

tell “who, what and when”

but Minutes of the Riley

County Commission are

never complete. The give full

detail of items that are not

important but items the

spend money or change poli-

cy are never complete. This

agreement is to pay $24,000 a

year for a Topeka Lobbyists.)

4. Sign petition application

to amend Section 21C –

Development Standards of the

Riley County Zoning

Regulations.

Move to sign the Application

for Petition to amend Section

21C of the Riley County

Zoning Regulations.

RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

5. Sign a Tax Roll Correction

for David Lund and Debra

Haifleigh

(Copy removed by the editor

for space)

6. Sign a Tax Roll Correction

for Bradley and Melody

Zumbrunn

(Copy removed by the editor

for space)

Review Minutes

7. Board of Riley County

Commissioners - Regular

Meeting - Jan 28, 2016 8:30

AM

Move to approve the min-

utes.

RESULT: ACCEPT-

ED AS AMENDED [UNANI-

MOUS]

MOVER: Robert Boyd,

County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ronald Wells,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

8. Tentative Agenda

Press Conference Topics

9:00 AM Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/Director of

Administrative Services

10. Administrative Work

Session

9:10 AM 11.

Executive Session for

Preliminary Discussions

Relating to the Acquisition of

Real Property

Move that the County

Commission recess into exec-

utive session pursuant to the

preliminary discussions relat-

ing to the acquisition of real

property exception to the

Kansas Open Meetings Act,

in order to discuss an initial

offer of purchase by the coun-

ty, the open meeting to

resume in the County

Commission Chambers at

Riley County Minutes 
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month:
The minutes for years did not cost
the county extra. They were pro-
duced using Word. A new program

now costs $700 per month.

County NewsCounty News
Bob Shannon have approved

the script. Holeman discussed

removing the words “new

Irwin Army Hospital” from the

script. 

The Board agreed by con-

sensus to remove the “new

Irwin Army Hospital” in the

CGI Communication script.

1:15 PM Cindy Volanti,

Human Resource Manager/

Deputy Clerk

1:22 PM

19. Executive session to dis-

cuss a performance matter

involving non-elected person-

nel, open meeting to resume in

the County Commission

Chambers at 2:37 p.m.

2:37 PM

Move to go out of executive

session.

No binding action was taken

during the executive session.

2:45 PM C i n d y

Volanti, Human Resource

Manager/Deputy Clerk

20. Executive session to dis-

cuss a performance matter

involving non-elected person-

nel,to resume in the County

Commission Chambers at 3:45

p.m.

4:00 PM

Move to go out of executive

session.

No binding action was taken

during the executive session.

4:00 PM C i n d y

Volanti, Human Resource

Manager/Deputy Clerk

Riley County Commissioner  Ron Wells (left) and Riley County
Commissioner  Bob Boyd will be up for re-election on November 2,
2016. Both voted to take the vote away from the citizens of Riley
County when the passed a Riley County Building Commission. 

By appointing themselves as the Building Commission they could
approve  a $50 million 9th Grade re-construction for the School
District without a vote of the people or they could help the City of
Manhattan add $50 million in debt for a Sports Complex without a
vote.  Before you talk to a Commissioner go to manhattanfreep-
ress.com August 1, 2013 issue and read where Cities and Counties
can use “Home Rule” to get around a vote of the people.

The Next Riley County General
Election Will Be

November 2, 2016
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Kansas Profile: Kansas Magazine
By Ron Wilson, director of the

Huck Boyd National Institute

for Rural Development at

Kansas State University.

What is the magazine of the

year?  In 2014, the publication

which was selected as magazine

of the year in its circulation

class is a magazine which cele-

brates the people and places of

the great state of Kansas.  In

addition to this award, we are

also celebrating the fact that

2015 marked seventy years of

the publication now known as

KANSAS!

Special thanks to writer Julie

Tollefson whose article in

KANSAS! Magazine shared the

history of this beautiful publica-

tion.  It’s today’s Kansas

Profile.

Andrea Etzel is the editor of

KANSAS! Magazine. Andrea is

the latest in the series of about a

dozen editors who have guided

the publication throughout its

seven decades.

The publication began rather

modestly.  In November 1945,

the Kansas Industrial

Development Commission (pre-

decessor of the Kansas

Department of Commerce)

launched a little eight-page

newsletter called To The Stars.

It was a rather Plain Jane

newsletter in black-and-white.

The inaugural issue stated:

“To The Stars is a new publica-

tion which we hope will be of

help to Kansans, particularly to

those interested in making

Kansas the most outstanding

state in the Middlewest. We

want it to be informative. We

will pass along all ideas and

developments which have

merit. We will, from time to

time, have information that will

be of benefit to every communi-

ty in the state. We believe To

The Stars will serve a real pur-

pose in Kansas life.”

The publication changed

through the years.  In 1957, it

was rechristened KANSAS! –

complete with the exclamation

point. Over time, it transitioned

from bi- monthly to quarterly

publishing, from a black-and-

white newsletter to a full-color

magazine, from free distribution

to paid subscriptions and adver-

tising, and from industry-

focused to an emphasis on

lifestyle and leisure.  It is pub-

lished through the state Travel

and Tourism Division, now part

of the Kansas Department of

Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism.

One thing has not changed: A

deep commitment to Kansas.

Through gorgeous photography,

excellent writing, and high

quality printing, it lovingly

depicts and describes people

and attractions all across this

state.

For example, a magazine fea-

ture called Reasons We Love

Kansas highlights dining, shop-

ping and businesses around the

state.  In addition, there are list-

ings of upcoming events and

high quality articles on various

Kansans and their communi-

ties.

One consistent hallmark of

KANSAS! Magazine (since it

became a color publication) is

high quality photography.  The

Gallery section includes awe-

some, reader- submitted photos

from around the state. Anyone

who thinks Kansas is not scenic

should see these photos, which

will convince them otherwise.

Andrea Etzel, a Topekan,

became editor in 2014, succeed-

ing Jennifer Haugh.

Three past editors served for

a combined 45 years. Don

Richards was editor from 1953

to 1964. He was succeeded by

the first woman editor, Frances

Smith, who served from 1966 to

1977.  Andrea Glenn had the

longest tenure, from 1978 to

2001.

In 2014, the International

Regional Magazine Association

named KANSAS! Magazine its

magazine of the year in its cir-

culation class.

“We’re really excited about

hitting 70 years,” said current

editor Andrea Etzel.  In honor of

this milestone, the magazine

invited readers to submit their

bucket list of favorite things to

do and see in Kansas. Then an

honorary editorial board nar-

rowed down the more-than-300

submissions to a Top 70 list,

which was featured in the win-

ter 2015 edition.

The Top 70 list includes

attractions in every corner of

the state, in cities large and

small, urban and rural. These

include such things as a

Sporting KC soccer match in

Kansas City and the Flint Hills

Discovery Center in

Manhattan, plus attractions in

rural communities such as Guy

and Mae’s Tavern in

Williamsburg, population 351,

and the Pawnee Indian

Museum near Republic, popu-

lation 156. Now, that’s rural.

“It’s really about exploring

your own backyard and appre-

ciating what we have here,”

Etzel said.  For more informa-

tion, see .

What is the magazine of the

year?  In 2014, it was

KANSAS! Magazine, which is

celebrating seventy years of

publication.  We commend

Andrea Etzel and all the pres-

ent and past staff of KANSAS!

Magazine for making a differ-

ence by portraying our state so

beautifully and effectively.  To

me, it’s a magazine for every

year.

Unconstitutional: Memo From Page One....
CITY COMMISSION

AGENDA MEMO

February 4, 2016

FROM: B r a d

Claussen, Building Official

Kiel Mangus, Assistant City

Manager

MEETING: February

9, 2016 SUBJECT:

Rental Housing Discussion

PRESENTER: B r a d

Claussen, Building Official

BACKGROUND

Commissioners have

received a previous memo out-

lining the history of rental

inspection and licensing discus-

sion in the City of Manhattan so

that information in detail will

not be duplicated within this

document. However, this infor-

mation is available to the public

on the City’s website at the fol-

lowing link: 

The most recent action

regarding this topic began in

2008 when the City

Commission authorized a citi-

zen committee to develop a rec-

ommendation for a program.

That committee met for approx-

imately 23 hours over the

course of 11 meetings. Based on

that committee’s recommenda-

tion, the Commission did pass

such a program in 2009, but a

subsequent Commission

repealed it in 2011. During the

Commission meetings in 2011

which led to the repeal of the

program, modifications to the

program were presented and

discussed but ultimately none

were agreed upon.

The program ordinance

included:

An initial onetime registra-

tion fee of $20 per dwelling unit

(the registration database is still

in existence but has not been

updated since 2011); 11,714

dwelling units were registered.

A license issued upon regis-

tration and contingent on future

compliance. If the license was

suspended or revoked, the prop-

erty could not be occupied until

compliance was achieved.

An inspection fee of $65 per

unit payable only in the year of

inspection; 1,015 units were

inspected up to the time of

repeal.

After the initial inspection,

the span of time between

inspections of units would be

based on violations, anywhere

from one to five years which

would require less fees be paid

in the long term by compliant

units.

The rental license and an edu-

cational poster were required to

be posted in each unit.

During the program the City

hired three designated rental

inspectors and one full-time

administrative person to handle

the program needs. Once the

program was eliminated 3.5 of

those positions were eliminated,

with the administrative person

becoming part-time to help with

voluntary complaints and other

code needs. Prior to the 2009

mandatory inspection program,

fire inspection personnel (not

designated rental inspectors)

had conducted annual fire

inspections of apartment build-

ings containing three or more

units. With the repeal of the

total Rental Inspection

Program, fire inspection person-

nel have returned to conducting

fire inspections of the three or

more units; however, only exte-

rior and common areas are now

inspected. These inspections

are currently limited in scope to

items such as egress paths and

maintenance of fire sprinkler

and alarm systems, and do not

include interior inspections of

individual apartments. These

inspections are also used to

update building and contact

information. Also, fire inspec-

tion personnel had been reduced

from three inspectors to two

during the mandatory inspec-

tion program and remain at that

level today.

On November 10, 2015, a

work session was held at the

direction of the City

Commission to review the pos-

sibility of some type of rental

housing program and review

some history of what has been

done in the past regarding rental

housing. Direction was given to

staff at that meeting to prepare

options to the City Commission

for different directions a rental

housing or rental registration

program could take. It appeared

that the majority of the

Commission at that work ses-

sion did not want to bring back

the prior full rental inspection

program that was repealed in

2011.

DISCUSSION

City Administration took

feedback from the November

10, 2015, work session to create

four options in regards to rental

housing programs. Those are

outlined below. Commissioners

also wanted City

Administration to look at

Kansas State University (KSU)

efforts and the process Fort

Riley has in place regarding

rental housing. City

Administration has looked at

both of those items and will

continue to communicate and

partner with those entities

through this process as we have

in the past many years. At least

one point worth noting is that

Fort Riley Off Post Housing

personnel recently confirmed a

request they made to the City in

2009 to not recognize their

inspections should Manhattan

require rental inspections

again. The reason for this was

that since there is no follow up

enforcement of the Fort Riley

inspection, housing personnel

there were concerned that they

may become inundated with

inspection requests and they

are not staffed for that work

load. Inspections there are con-

ducted only for the purpose of

inclusion on the off post hous-

ing list.

As part of the research into

potential program options, staff

researched current and former

Big 12 cities as well as 16 other

jurisdictions for comparative

purposes. The types of pro-

grams in the researched loca-

tions vary widely ranging any-

where from registration only, to

exterior inspections to full inte-

rior and exterior inspection.

The results show four of the ten

current Big 12 cities have some

sort of rental registration and

rental inspection. When former

Big 12 cities are added, eight of

the fourteen have some sort of

program. Besides Lawrence

which was included in the pre-

vious group, at least 12 other

Kansas municipalities have

mandatory rental registration

and a partial or a complete

inspection program.

Maine Required Childless Adults to Work to Get Food Stamps
One trillion dollars—that’s

how much the government

spent last year on means-tested

welfare aid, providing cash,

food, housing, medical care,

and social services to poor and

low-income individuals. The

food stamp program is the

nation’s second largest welfare

program.

The number of food stamp

recipients has risen dramatical-

ly, from 17.2 million in 2000 to

45.8 million in 2015. Costs

have soared over the same peri-

od, from $20.7 billion in 2000

to $83.1 billion in 2014.

The most rapid growth in the

food stamp caseload in recent

years has been among able-bod-

ied adults without dependents

(ABAWDs). These are work-

capable adult recipients

between the ages of 18 and 49

who do not have children or

other dependents to support.

The Need for Work

Requirements

Since 2008, the food stamp

caseload of adults without

dependents who are able-bodied

has more than doubled national-

ly, swelling from nearly 2 mil-

lion recipients in 2008 to

around 5 million today. They

gained notoriety when Fox

News aired a documentary on

food stamps featuring 29-year-

old Jason Greenslate, a

Californian who reported that

he spends his time surfing and

playing in his rock band, all the

while receiving benefits from

the food stamp program.

In response to the growth in

food stamp dependence,

Maine’s governor, Paul LePage,

recently established work

requirements on recipients who

are without dependents and

able-bodied. In Maine, all able-

bodied adults without depend-

ents in the food stamp program

are now required to take a job,

participate in training, or per-

form community service.

Job openings for lower-skill

workers are abundant in Maine,

and for those ABAWD recipi-

ents who cannot find immediate

employment, Maine offers both

training and community service

slots. But despite vigorous out-

reach efforts by the government

to encourage participation, most

childless adult recipients in

Maine refused to participate in

training or even to perform

community service for six hours

per week. When ABAWD recip-

ients refused to participate, their

food stamp benefits ceased.

In the first three months after

Maine’s work policy went into

effect, its caseload of able-bod-

ied adults without dependents

plummeted by 80 percent,

falling from 13,332 recipients in

Dec. 2014 to 2,678 in March

2015.

This rapid drop in welfare

dependence has a historical

precedent: When work require-

ments were established in the

Aid to Families with

Dependent Children (AFDC)

program in the 1990s, nation-

wide caseloads dropped by

almost as much, albeit over a

few years rather than a few

months.

The Maine food stamp work

requirement is sound public

policy. Government should aid

those in need, but welfare

should not be a one-way hand-

out. Nearly nine out of ten

Americans believe that able-

bodied, non-elderly adults who

receive cash, food, or housing

assistance from the government

should be required to work or

prepare for work as a condition

of receiving aid.

LePage’s reform puts the

public’s convictions into

action. The Maine reforms rec-

ognize that giving welfare to

those who refuse to take steps to

help themselves is unfair to tax-

payers and fosters a harmful

dependence among beneficiar-

ies.

Off-the-Books Employment

The Maine work requirement

also reduces fraud. The most

common type of fraud in wel-

fare involves “off the books”

employment. In food stamps, as

in other welfare programs, ben-

efits go down as earnings rise.

But “off the books” employ-

ment is rarely reported to the

welfare office; hiding earnings

enables a recipient to “double-

dip,” getting full welfare bene-

fits he is ineligible to receive

while simultaneously receiving

earnings from an unreported

job.

A work requirement substan-

tially reduces welfare fraud

because insisting a recipient be

in the welfare office periodical-

ly interferes with holding a hid-

den job. Recipients cannot be

in two places at once. Faced

with a work requirement, many

recipients with hidden jobs

simply leave the rolls. No

doubt, a significant part of the

rapid caseload decline in Maine

involves flushing fraudulent

double-dippers out of the wel-

fare system.

Government data show that

many adults without children

on food stamps use their own

funds counter-productively.

Over half of able-bodied adults

without dependents regularly

smoke tobacco; those who

smoke consume on average 19

packs of cigarettes per month at

an estimated monthly cost of

$111. These individuals rely on

the taxpayers to pay for their

food while they spend their

own money on cigarettes.

$11,000 damage done to this appartment by the renter.
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The Conservative Side...

A federal court delivered a

victory to a North Carolina

convenience store owner from

whom the IRS had seized

$107,700, directing the govern-

ment to reimburse him for

more than $20,000 in legal fees

and expenses.

Lyndon McLellan, who

owns a convenience store in

Fairmont, N.C., already had

won back the $107,700 the

Internal Revenue Service took

from him in 2014.

A federal judge ruled

Tuesday that the federal gov-

ernment is required to pay

McLellan’s legal fees, his

expenses, and interest earned

on the money the IRS seized in

a case that could set a “power-

ful precedent” for victims of

forfeiture fighting to be made

whole.

“When the government takes

people’s property without justi-

fication and then tries to walk

away—what this decision real-

ly stands for is the idea that the

government doesn’t get to put

the cost of its mistake on the

person who has done nothing

wrong,” Robert Johnson, a

lawyer with the Institute for

Justice, who represented

McLellan, told The Daily

Signal. Johnson added:

When the government takes

someone’s life and turns it

upside down by taking their

money through civil forfeiture

and then realizes it’s made a

mistake, the government has to

be the one to bear the costs.

The Daily Signal first report-

ed in May that the IRS had

seized the $107,000 from

McLellan’s bank account. Days

later, the government moved to

dismiss the case and cited

changes to the Justice

Department’s policy regarding

civil asset forfeiture made in

March as its reason for drop-

ping the action.

In his ruling, U.S. District

Judge James Fox said

McLellan was fully within his

right to demand that the gov-

ernment pay for his legal fees

and expenses, as is guaranteed

under the Civil Asset Forfeiture

Reform Act of 2000. Fox

wrote:

The damage inflicted upon

an innocent person or business

is immense when, although it

has done nothing wrong, its

money and property are seized.

Congress, acknowledging the

harsh realities of civil forfeiture

practice, sought to lessen the

blow to innocent citizens who

have had their property

stripped by the government. …

This court will not discard

lightly the right of a citizen to

seek the relief Congress has

afforded.

McLellan and Johnson have

fought for full compensation

for McLellan for more than

eight months. Although

Johnson contended that the

“wheels of justice turn slowly,”

he called the decision a “vindi-

cation.”

“For Lyndon, I spoke with

him, and he’s absolutely

thrilled about this decision,”

Johnson said. “This is vindica-

tion that has been a long time

coming. Lyndon did nothing

wrong, and it’s gratifying to see

a federal judge stick up for that

fact and to make things right.”

McLellan has owned and

operated L&M Convenience

Mart since 2001. According to

court documents, the IRS

seized his money because

agents believed he had commit-

ted “structuring” violations.

McLellan, however, was never

charged with a crime.

Structuring involves making

consistent cash deposits or

withdrawals of just under

$10,000 into or out of a bank

account to avoid federal report-

ing requirements. Law enforce-

ment targeted structuring as a

way to stop money laundering

and drug trafficking.

However, several instances

have arisen involving innocent

Americans, such as McLellan,

who were unaware they were

violating the law in the first

place.

The government can seize

money—as it did in McLellan’s

case—from those accused of

committing structuring viola-

tions under a subset of civil

asset forfeiture laws that gov-

ern cash transactions.

Though McLellan went on to

Judge Makes
Government Pay
Legal Fees to Store

which totaled more than

$20,000 in McLellan’s case.

Johnson, McLellan’s lawyer,

said:

by Congress in 2000, McLellan

and others who successfully

challenge a forfeiture are enti-

tled to those fees and expenses,

and expenses, as well as inter-

est earned on the money.

Under the Civil Asset

Forfeiture Reform Act, passed

receive the full $107,702.66 the

IRS seized, the government

moved to dismiss the case

without covering his legal fees
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Big 12 Men’s Basketball Standings
School Big 12 Overall Pct.
Oklahoma 8 - 3 20 - 3 .870
Kansas 8 - 3 20 - 4 .833
West Virginia 8 - 3 19 - 5 .792
Texas 7 - 4 16 - 8 .667
Baylor 6 - 4 17 - 6 .739
Iowa State 6 - 4 17 - 6 .739
Kansas State 3 - 7 14 - 9 .609
Texas Tech 3 - 7 13 - 9 .591
Oklahoma State 2 - 9 11 - 13 .458
TCU 2 - 9 11 - 13 .458

Big 12 Women’s Basketball Standings

School Big 12 Overall Pct.
Baylor 10 - 1 23 - 1 .958
Texas 10 - 1 21 - 1 .955
Oklahoma State 8 - 3 18 - 4 .818
West Virginia 7 - 4 18 - 6 .750
Oklahoma 7 - 5 16 - 7 .696
Kansas State 5 - 7 15 - 8 .652
Iowa State 4 - 7 12 - 10 .545
TCU 4 - 7 12 - 10 .545
Texas Tech 2 - 10 11 - 12 .478
Kansas 0 - 12 5 - 18 .217

Kansas State Men’s

Basketball

Wednesday night K-State

traveled to Lawrence to take on

their state rivals.  Kansas State

has not won in Allen

Fieldhouse in ten years.  In the

last several years, the games

have become pretty ugly pretty

quickly.   While many could

argue that the beginning of the

game that night was also ugly,

K-State still took the lead first.

The Cats were hustling and

Wade was causing major prob-

lems for Perry Ellis.    The Cats

caused many of their own prob-

lems by once again struggling

with turnovers, but they did

have an uphill battle with foul

trouble very quickly.  At half-

time, all nine players that had

played had at least one foul, the

Cats had a total of 15 by half-

time.   K-State lost 77-59 with a

controversial final dunk by

KU’s Greene.  While Bill Self

was very disappointed in the

dunk made while K-State was

walking off the court, national-

ly some criticized Self for his

language and how angry he

was at his player.  Either way, it

does not seem a Sunflower

Showdown game can end with-

out some national attention.  By

Saturday, K-State was looking

forward to facing the number

one team in the county,

Oklahoma.  Kansas State start-

ed out cold at first, but soon

when on a 8-0 lead brought K-

State close, and after some

amazing three point shooting

by Hurt, Brown, Edwards, and

Wade the Cats led 38-32 at

halftime.  But, if K-State was

going to beat the best, then they

were going to need to tighten

up their game.  OU scored 16

of their points on K-State

turnovers in the first half.  In

the second half, Kansas State

made fewer turnovers and

seemed to feed off of the home

crowd enthusiasm eventually

upsetting Oklahoma 80 – 69.

K-State men face Baylor at

home on Wednesday night,

February 10th.  Then they are

on the road again to Stillwater

to face Oklahoma State at noon

on Saturday, February 13th.  

Kansas State Women’s

Basketball 

The last week the women

were on the road for both of

their games last week.  Road

games have been difficult for

the Big 12 this year, and it was

no different for the games at

Baylor and West Virginia.

Women faced the Baylor Bears

first, followed by West Virginia

on Saturday, Feb 6th.  In both

cases the women faced offenses

that out hustled them and out

scored them.  The women will

return home to face Oklahoma

on Tuesday, February 9th and

then Kansas University on

February 13th at 7:00pm.  

Kansas State Tennis

Tennis has started at Kansas

State.  On January 30th, the

Cats faced North Texas had 6

matches to 1 by North Texas.

They faced Colorado on

February 5th and won 4 match-

es to the Buffalo’s 3.  K-State

will face Mizzou on February

10th at 5:00pm, and then Air

Force on February 20th.  

Kansas State Baseball

In a sign that spring is on its

way, baseball will begin on

February 19th at UC Riverside.

The Cats will have a four-game

series against UC Riverside

and then travel to Surprise, AZ

on February, 25th. 

Kansas State Men Take
Down Okla, Women Fall

5A

KSU Sports Information

MANHATTAN, Kan. – For

the 10th consecutive season,

Kansas State defeated an oppo-

nent ranked among the

Associated Press top-25 as the

Wildcats used a 25-point fourth

quarter to defeat No. 21/21

Oklahoma on Tuesday night,

87-71.

The Basics

• Score: Kansas State 87,

(21/21) Oklahoma 71

• Quick Hitter: K-State (15-

8, 5-7 Big 12) went on an 18-2

run to begin the fourth quarter

to build a 23-point lead and

sealed the win by shooting 12-

of-16 from the free throw line

in the final five minutes.

• Leaders: For the 12th time

this season, K-State had three

players score in double figures

led by junior guard Kindred

Wesemann with a game-high

26 points including a 6-of-8

effort from beyond the arc.

Junior Breanna Lewis joined

Wesemann with 15 points,

seven rebounds, two blocks and

two steals. Senior guard Bri

Craig came off the bench to

register a season-high 12

points. Oklahoma was led by

Gioya Carter with 19 points.  

First Half

• Oklahoma built an early

15-7 lead, as Derica Wyatt con-

nected on three 3-pointers in

the first four minutes of the

game to force a K-State time-

out. Wyatt finished with 15

points.

• K-State rallied to even the

score at the end of the first

quarter, 20-20, by using an 11-

2 run to end the frame.

Wesemann and Kaylee Page

combined to drain three 3-

pointers on three straight pos-

sessions to bolster the rally. Bri

Craig came off the bench to add

four points in the first quarter.

• The Wildcats stayed hot to

open the second quarter, build-

ing a 36-25 lead on the back of

a 16-5 run.

• Wesemann connected on

two 3-pointers early in the sec-

ond quarter and Megan Deines

finished a steal and layup with

8:21 remaining.

• Breanna Lewis and Kayla

Goth registered eight points on

four layups to send the lead to

11.

• Oklahoma responded in the

final three minutes of the quar-

ter with an 8-0 run to pull to

within three, 38-35.

• Wesemann drained her fifth

3-pointer of the half and Deines

connected on a jumper before

the halftime horn to give K-

State a 43-37 lead at the half.

• K-State shot 58.1 percent

(18-of-31) from the field in the

first half, including 62.5 per-

cent in the second quarter.

Second Half

• After Oklahoma closed to

within one, 46-45, with 7:07 to

play in the third quarter, Kansas

State dashed out to a 8-0 run.

Craig recorded seven points

during the run to build K-

State’s lead to 54-45 with 3:59

remaining in the third quarter.

• The Sooners narrowed the

game to 56-53 with 2:13 to

play, but consecutive 3-pointers

from Wesemann and Page

pushed K-State into a 62-55

lead at the end of the third quar-

ter.

• The Wildcats broke open a

close game with a 18-2 run in

the first six minutes of the

fourth quarter to build an 80-57

lead with 3:32 remaining.

K-State Downs (21) Oklahoma on Tuesday

Three wins over top 15
teams led to Jaysean Paige
(West Virginia) and Dean Wade
(Kansas State) earning the lat-
est Phillips 66 Big 12 Men's
Basketball Player and
Newcomer of the Week awards.
Paige is recognized for the sec-
ond time in the past six weeks,
while Wade garners his second
newcomer honor of 2015-16.

PHILLIPS 66 BIG 12
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Jaysean Paige, West

Virginia, G, 6-2, 210, Sr.,
Jamestown, N.Y./Perry County
Central/Moberly Area CC
Paige led the Mountaineers

to two victories last week over
squads ranked in the top 15
nationally. The senior guard
scored a game-high 23 points
with six rebounds in 23 min-
utes at No. 13 Iowa State,
including a 3-pointer with
under two minutes left to give
WVU the lead for good. He fol-
lowed that performance with
17 points in 20 minutes in a win
over No. 15 Baylor. Paige shot
57.1 percent from the field,
including 50 percent from
beyond the arc, while making
all six free throw attempts. For
the week, he averaged 20.0
points in 21.5 minutes. He
ranks fourth in the Big 12 for
conference games with 17.6
points per contest.

PHILLIPS 66 BIG 12 NEW-
COMER OF THE WEEK
Dean Wade, Kansas State, F,

6-10, 225, Fr., St. John,
Kan./St. John
Wade helped K-State to a 1-

1 record this week, including a
victory over No. 1 Oklahoma.
The freshman forward turned

in his top effort versus the
Sooners, finishing with 17 of
the team’s 32 bench points in
the victory. It marked the first
time this year that he has come
off the bench. The point total
matched his career high as he

connected on 7-of-11 (.636)
shots from the field, including
3-of-6 from 3-point range,
while adding seven rebounds
and three assists. On the week,
Wade averaged 11.0 points and
4.5 boards on 64.3 percent

shooting from the field. He is
averaging 6.0 rebounds, which
ranks 12th in the conference
and places him as the only
freshman among the top 20 sta-
tistical leaders.

Big Wins Lead To Weekly Awards For Paige, Wade

RILEY COUNTY 
FISH AND GAME 

ASSOCIATION 

Annual Swap Meet 

Saturday, February 13, 2016 

8:00 a.m. to Noon

Pottorf Hall    CiCo Park

Manhattan

All Kinds of Outdoor Gear

Table rentals $10.00
Admission $1.                                                                                                                                                                   

Info call Pat 313-1077

Kansas State’s Dean Wade
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Free Estimates
• General Construction
• Roofing
• Renovation & Remodeling
• Siding • Concrete Work
• Foundation Repair
• Metal Buildings
• Sheetrock Repair

Roger Seymour

Phone 785-537-4447

Tim Engle

Agency, Inc.

209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Fun PageFun Page

Redeye
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Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

TTaayy lloorr ’’ss   FFaammii llyy   HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday Thru Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or MarianneSee Faye Taylor or Angela Wilson

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Answers on page 4

Manhattan Free Press
Box 1191 Manhattan, KS 66505      785-537-8953
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Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494 2828 Amherst Ave.

Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441

Fax 785-776-3787

No. 1 Oklahoma loses 80-69 at Kansas State

Wesley Iwundu (25) picks up two points the easy way.

Barry Brown (5) and Dean Wade (32) talk over their next play during a free thrown.

MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) _
No one has been able to stop
Oklahoma's Buddy Hield this
season.
Wesley Iwundu came close.
Hield scored 23 points but

was frustrated by Iwundu for
much of the night, and the top-
ranked Sooners lost 80-69 to
Kansas State on Saturday.
``He's long. He's long,''

Hield said. ``You have to try to
attack off the dribble. The sec-
ond half, I started to feel myself
attack a little bit. I had to stop
settling.''
Iwundu also scored 22 points

for the Wildcats (14-9, 3-7 Big
12), who snapped the Sooners'
four-game win streak.
Freshman reserve Dean Wade
had 17 points, and D.J. Johnson
finished with 12.
Hield was just 7 of 16 from

the floor, and didn't attempt a
free throw until there was about
seven minutes left. Most of his
damage came in the final few
minutes as the Sooners were
trying to rally against a team
that wouldn't budge an inch.
``I just had to make every-

thing tough for him,'' Iwundu
said. ``He's a great player, and I
know he's going to get his shots
off. My job was just to chase
him, make him tired and make
him get tough shots.''
Ryan Spangler had 14 points

and 10 rebounds for the
Sooners, while Isaiah Cousins
added 16 points. But the senior
guard also fouled out with
about a minute left when he
committed a personal foul _ his
fourth _ and then kicked the
ball into the stands for a techni-
cal.
It was that kind of game for

Oklahoma.
``I thought we got beat by a

club that out-fought us, beat us
to balls and was more active,''
coach Lon Kruger said. ``All
night long they were a lot
quicker. Their older guys
stepped up and played very
well.''
It was Kansas State's first

victory against a No. 1 team
since topping Kansas on Feb.
11, 2011, and just the fifth time
the program had knocked off
the nation's best team.
No. 2 North Carolina also

lost on Saturday, falling 80-76
at Notre Dame. According to
STATS, it was the first time the
top two teams in the country
lost to unranked schools on the
same day since Jan. 21, 2006,
when No. 1 Duke lost to
Georgetown and No. 2 Florida
was defeated by Tennessee.
Hield had plenty of strug-

gling company among the
Sooners. Fellow guard Jordan
Woodard went 0 for 5 and
failed to score, and forwards
Dante Buford and Khadeem
Lattin were plagued by foul
trouble.
``If you don't play well, get

out-fought, you're not going to

win in the Big 12,'' Kruger said.
The start of the game hardly

provided any indication of the
result.
Kansas State started in about

the worst shape possible, turn-
ing the ball over four times
without getting up a shot. And
when it finally did, it was an air
ball from 18 feet.
Oklahoma took advantage

by scoring the game's first nine
points, but was unable to deliv-
er a knockout blow, and even-
tually Kansas State started
fighting back.
Wade was the instigator, hit-

ting a couple of 3-pointers and
scoring 10 first-half points. But
everybody else got into the act,
too: Justin Edwards converted
a three-point play just before
halftime, and a thunderous
dunk by Iwundu a moment
later gave Kansas State a 38-32
advantage.
By that point, Hield was so

frustrated that he was barking
at officials for fouls. The senior
guard, averaging 25.8 points,

Two want-to-be’s came to the game to to do a fake
broadcast of the game.

Dean Wade (32) picked up the team in the first half.
Junior Guard Carlbe Ervin II (1) like all Cats put on a very good defense.

Photo PagePhoto Page

was held to just six on 2-for-7
shooting in the first half.
Kansas State got off to a sim-

ilarly poor start in the second
half, turning it over twice and
missing four of its first five
shots, only to find its rhythm
again. The hustling Wildcats
tracked down every loose ball,
and slowly turned a 45-41
deficit into a 58-50 lead.
Hield and the Wildcats then

began matching each other
blow for blow, with the plucky
underdogs maintaining their
cushion even when the talented
guard began getting to the rim
for easy layups.
``We didn't shoot it well,''

Kruger said, ``but give K-State
credit for that.''

SMALL WORLD
The last time Kansas State

played No. 1 Oklahoma at
home was on Feb. 1, 1989,
when Kruger was the coach of
the Wildcats. He came out on
the losing then, too. The
Sooners won, 90-82.


