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City Of Manhattan May
Have 8 Buildings For Sale
The City of Manhattan has some
commercial real estate for sale that
you can buy cheap. Manhattan
doesn’t need the money, they just
want to get rid of the buildings.
Tuesday
night
the
City

Commission approved a “Feasibility
Study for Water, Wastewater, Street,
Fleet,
Forestry,
and
Park
Maintenance Joint Facility” with
USD 383 and Kansas State University.
The City wants to sell all of their

Lawmakers adopt report on
reforming K-12 education
By Tim Carpenter
Topeka Capital-Journal

property on K-18 (Ft. Riley Blvd.)
and build one Very Large Building
to house all maintenance departments. See the City Memo on page
3.

If the City builds a new Maintenance Joint Facility it may sell the Codes Building at 3131 Anderson
(the old fire station) along with buildings holding Water, Wastewater, Street, Fleet, Forestry, and Park
which are located on Highway 18 (Fort Riley Blvd).

The Public Works Maintenance Building on South Juliette is home for five Department, street
Maintenance, Vehicle Maintenance, Electrical Maintenance, Sewer Maintenance and Traffic
Maintenance. The five buildings take up a lot 1/2 block wide and a full block long.

The Legislature’s special committee
on K-12 education reform Tuesday
adopted an amended report bulging
with ideas for development of a new
formula for allocating billions of state
tax dollars to public school districts.
Although the first draft circulated in
early January was set aside for a
rewrite, partisan differences on education policy were still evident as the
final report was embraced by the
Republican majority and with Senate
Minority Leader Anthony Hensley, DTopeka, deciding to file a dissenting
report.
“The final report has some good
recommendations,” said Rep. Ron
Highland, a Wamego Republican and
chairman of Special Committee on K12 Student Success. The revisions, he
said, “helped clarify some points.”
Hensley disagreed.
“This report falls far short of where
we need to be in the process,” he said.
Rep. Ed Trimmer, a Winfield
Democrat and former schoolteacher,
said adoption of the contents by the
Legislature would undermine the
Kansas State Board of Education and
the Kansas Department of Education
as well as drive wedges in the education community.
“The recommendations were not
created by the committee,” Trimmer
said. “They were handed to us to vote
on.”
contended
members
Some
Highland foisted on the committee a
draft heavily influenced by ideas floated by the Kansas Policy Institute, a
conservative anti-tax organization.
Highland’s draft was sent to the
Research
Legislative
Kansas
Department for revision, but central
elements of the original remained in
the final document.
The committee agreed to add that
Kansas’ next school-finance formula
should be equitable so school districts
had “reasonably equal access to substantially similar educational opportunity through similar tax effort.”
Another line placed in the report suggested the formula ought to acknowledge students had different needs and
required varying levels of support to
achieve success.
The most controversial pieces, in
terms of the committee discussion
Tuesday, involved recommendations
that Kansas move away from student
assessments developed by the
University of Kansas in favor of the
ACT and to create a special committee
of the Legislature to pass judgment on
local school district bond issues for
building construction or renovation.
In the report, the authors requested
the Legislature involve a state architect and project manager in any new
public school building project “to
reduce the costs associated with the
project.” The new committee on bonding would be created to “oversee and
approve any bond issue” before placed
on a local ballot if that project
involved state funding.

“It’s not about local control or lack
thereof,” said Sen. Steve Abrams, an
Arkansas City Republican and former
member of the state Board of
Education. “The state has an obligation to know about those things before
it happens.”
The K-12 committee voted to
include language calling for allocation
of state funding so each student could
take the ACT. In addition, a majority
on the panel agreed the state should
evaluate and revise standardized testing to avoid “teaching to the test” and
to develop exams by an “objective
third party” with no connection to the
state’s education board or department.
The membership recommended the
state’s measure of poverty for allocation of funding for “at-risk” students
to be based on analysis by the Kansas
Department of Revenue and the
Kansas Department of Labor.
Applications submitted by parents for
a school to receive at-risk aid from the
state should be available for audit.
Hensley failed to gain passage of an
amendment requiring the Legislature’s
definition of “at-risk” to include
whether the student lived in poverty or
had issues with absenteeism, homelessness and English proficiency.
“There is a direct correlation
between poverty and student achievement,” Hensley said. “We should not
be in a state of denial.”
For many years in Kansas, identification of at-risk students has been tied
to a student’s participation in the freeor reduced-price lunch program.
Primary authors of the report object to
this method because they believe the
language implied poverty determined
an individual’s ability to learn.
The committee’s report suggested
additional review by lawmakers of
teacher pay, special education, the
wisdom of accepting federal funding,
requiring a personal finance course
and the “efficiency and efficacy” of
extracurricular activities.
In addition, the panel allowed Sen.
Jim Denning, R-Overland Park, to
tack on several personal recommendations as a footnote to the committee’s
report. He wants the state to calculate
aid to districts based on the previous
year’s enrollment and to exempt 8
mills of property tax collected for capital expenditures from involvement in
tax increment financing. TIFs are used
to create a public subsidy for community improvement or redevelopment
projects.
Recommendations by the panel to
the Legislature are intended to create a
foundation upon which a new school
finance formula could be written by
state lawmakers to allocate aid to 286
The
districts.
school
public
Legislature and Gov. Sam Brownback
repealed the old finance formula in
2015 and implemented a block-grant
approach that expires in 2017.
The Kansas Supreme Court is
reviewing a ruling by a three-judge
panel that the system of block granting
was unconstitutional.

Documents reveal 'appalling' overtime

Morse & Bachelor receive 2015 Spirit of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Service
The recipients of the 2015 Spirit of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Service awards are Lynda
Bachelor and Linda Morse. They
were recognized at Martin Luther
King (MLK) Day activities on
Saturday, January 16 and on Monday,
January 18.
Linda Morse served on the
Manhattan Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial Celebration Committee
since its inception. For years she was
the cornerstone on the committee
ensuring that the various annual MLK
Day events happened as planned, kept
the committee focused and on track,
and more importantly, made sure that
everyone knew what was going on.
Her stalwart commitment to equality
and diversity is a testimony to her
commitment to her fellow citizens and
her desire to see Manhattan as a place

where everyone
can live, work, and play in harmony.
Morse was recently elected to the
Manhattan City Commission. Earning
the spot as the top vote- getter is yet
another testament to her ability to
interact with our community’s diverse
population and represent a variety of
views.
Lynda Bachelor, recently retired
from the School of Leadership Studies
at Kansas State, directed HandsOn
Kansas State, a student led volunteer
action center that promotes civic
learning and leadership through service and service-learning activities.
Every year, on MLK Day, Lynda led
students and community members in
meaningful service through coursework, trainings, group activities, and
volunteer activities that benefited our
community and helped students devel-

op civic leadership skills necessary to
become future community leaders.
Her long-term commitment, positive
outlook, and her ability to encourage
and include such a wide range of
diversity serves as a living example of
the spirit of this community award.
The award was initiated in 2005.
Past recipients of the award include
James E. Butler (2005); Dr. James B.
Boyer and William Greene (in memoriam) (2007); Geraldine Walton and
Rev. Don Fallon (2008); Dr. Sherry
Wright and Murt Hanks (in memoriam) (2009); Karen Franklin and Don
Slater (2010); Veryl Switzer and
Karen McCulloh (2011); Ivory
Anderson (2012); Rev. Jim Spencer
(2013); and Larry Hackney and Rev.
L.E. & Queen E. Madison (2014).

LARNED, Kan. (AP) _ Employees
at one of Kansas' state mental hospitals are racking up significant overtime hours, internal reports show.
The
Topeka
Capital-Journal
obtained four weeks of overtime data
for Larned State Hospital's nursing
department covering much of
December. An analysis by the newspaper showed that more than half of the
approximately 400 employees in the
west-central Kansas hospital's nursing
department worked overtime during
those weeks. Each week, at least 50
workers accumulated more than 20
hours of overtime and some more than
40 hours.
``It's absolutely appalling, but it's
not anything I haven't heard before,''
said Rebecca Proctor, director of the
Kansas Organization of State
Employees, which has legislative proposals to try to improve working conditions at state hospitals. One calls for
minimum staffing requirements.
Tim Keck, the newly named interim
secretary of the Kansas Department of
Aging and Disability Services, which
oversees state hospitals, acknowl-

edged the problem during a meeting
this past week with workers.
According to an audio recording
obtained by The Capital-Journal, Keck
unveiled a preliminary plan to cut the
nursing vacancy rate, which he said is
40 percent, to 18 percent.
Cutting the rate by that percentage
would involve hiring 89 new workers,
Keck told employees. The department
confirmed the meeting took place and
that Keck intends to reduce the vacancy rate.
Staffing troubles aren't new to
Larned, which houses the Sexual
Predator Treatment Program. State
auditors in 2013 found staffing problems with the program. A subsequent
audit found the situation had gotten
worse, with vacancies increasing 8
percent from April 2013 to February
2015.
The Department of Aging and
Disability Services said workers can
be mandated to work overtime during
each shift they are scheduled. No maximum number of hours exists, the
agency said, but the hospital attempts
not to force employees to work more
than a double shift, or 16 hours.
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Manhattan Free Press
AYES:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson

Riley County Minutes
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month:
The minutes for years did not cost
the county extra. They were produced using Word. A new program
now costs $700 per month.
Board of Riley County
Commissioners
Regular Meeting Minutes
January 11, 2016
Commission Chambers
8:30 AM
8:30 AM
Call
to
Order
Reorganization of the
BOCC
Move to appoint Ben Wilson
as Chairman and Robert Boyd
as Vice Chairman to the Board
of County Commissioners.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Public Comments
Hobson asked to add the
Wamego Telephone Highway
Use Permit to the business
meeting.
The Board agreed.
Shepek reported $16,336 in
revenue share from the use of
the Riley County purchase
card.
Commission Comments
Business Meeting
Audit
and
Budget
Engagement letters with Sink,
Gordon & Associates
Move to sign Engagement
Letters for the audit and budget
with
Sink,
Gordon
&
Associates.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Charles Alexander
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Charles
Alexander (203- 07-2-10-06022.00-0) for tax year 2015.
This results in a decrease in tax
dollars of $121.42.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Highland Ridge Partners II,
LLC
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Highland
Ridge Partners
II, LLC (215-15-0-00-00008.07-0) for tax year 2015.
This results in a decrease in tax
dollars of $2,011.62.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Highland Ridge Partners II,
LLC
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Highland
Ridge Partners II, LLC (21515-0-00-00-008.06-0) for tax
year 2015. This results in a
decrease in tax dollars of
$2,011.62.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Highland Ridge Partners II,
LLC
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Highland
Ridge Partners II, LLC (21516-0-10-02-001.00-0) for tax
year 2015. This results in a
decrease in tax dollars of
$1,538.96.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Highland Ridge Partners II,
LLC
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Highland
Ridge Partners II, LLC (21516-0-10-02-002.00-0) for tax
year 2015. This results in a
decrease in tax dollars of
$1,538.96.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Highland Ridge Partners II,
LLC
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Highland
Ridge Partners II, LLC (21516-0-10-02-003.00-0) for tax
year 2015. This results in a
decrease in tax dollars of
$1,538.96.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Highland Ridge Partners II,
LLC
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Highland
Ridge Partners II, LLC (21516-0-10-02-004.00-0) for tax
year 2015. This results in a
decrease in tax dollars of
$1,558.04.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Neil and Janet Lee
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Neil and
Janet Lee (204- 18-2-50-02015.00-0) for tax year 2015.
This results in a decrease in tax
dollars of $417.32.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
Robert
Boyd,
County
Commissioner Ronald Wells,
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Thomas Wessel
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Thomas
Wessel (211-12- 0-20-10012.00-0) for tax year 2015.
This results in a decrease in tax
dollars of $161.36.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
County
Commissioner
Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Phillip Schlesener
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Phillip
Schlesener (205- 21-0-30-01006.00-0) for tax year 2015.
This results in a decrease in tax
dollars of $29.92.
RESULT:
MOVER: SECONDER:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Phillip Schlesener
Move to approve the Tax
Roll Correction for Phillip
Schlesener (205- 21-0-30-01008.00-0) for tax year 2015.
This results in a decrease in tax
dollars of $99.22.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:

Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Phillip Schlesener
Move to approve the Tax Roll
Correction
for
Phillip
Schlesener (205- 20-1-10-01010.00-0) for tax year 2015.
This results in a decrease in tax
dollars of $33.90.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson
Sign a Tax Roll Correction
for Harry Brockish
Move to approve the Tax Roll
Correction for Harry Brockish
(204-18- 2-10-17-010.00-0) for
tax year 2015. This results in a
decrease in tax dollars of
$301.48.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Robert
Boyd,
County
Commissioner Ronald Wells,
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson
Out-of-state travel request
Move to approve the Out of
State Travel Request for Greg
McHenry to attend the North
Central Regional Association of
Assessing Officers (NCRAAO)
conference in Des Moines, Iowa
in the amount of $626 to be
funded by the Appraiser’s
Office budget.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson
Contract Amendment No. 1
for the Casement Ditch Outfall
Structure
Move
to
approve
Amendment No. 1 for the
Casement
Ditch
Outfall
Structure Contract in the
amount of $190,000.00 with
Jueneman
Excavation
Company.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson
Move to sign a Highway Use
Permit
for
Wamego
Communications to bore a duct
system along the back of right
of way paralleling Knox Road,
minimum depth of 36”.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson
Review Minutes
Board of Riley County
Commissioners - Regular
Meeting - Jan 7, 2016 8:30 AM
Move to approve the minutes.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ACCEPTED AS AMENDED
[UNANIMOUS]
County Commissioner Boyd,
Wells, Wilson
Tentative Agenda
Press Conference Topics
Discuss Press Conference
9:00 AMRich Vargo, County
Clerk
22. Year to date budget and
expenditure reports
Vargo presented year to date
budget and expenditure reports.
9:15 AM
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer23.
Commissioners and Contractor
Parking
Hobson discussed moving
the commissioners parking and
the contractor parking during
the construction on the
Courthouse Building.
Hobson reported staff can
place reserved signs for the
Board parking spots in the
county parking lot across
Humboldt.
Move to instruct staff to
reserve the next three parking
spots adjacent to the County
Appraiser’s parking spot with
signs saying reserved for
County
Commissioners
Monday & Thursday 7:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ronald
Wells, County Commissioner
SECONDER:
R o b e r t
Boyd, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
The Board agreed by consensus to allow the Public
Works staff to reserve 5 parking spaces along the south side
of the County Office Building
immediately west of the ADA
parking for the contractor during the Courthouse Security
project.
9:30 AM
Press Conference24.
January 14 Coffee Shop
Agronomy meeting - Greg
McClure (3 minutes)
McClure reported the first
Coffee Shop Agronomy meeting will be Thursday, January
14th at 10:00 a.m. at Nelson’s
Landing in Leonardville.
McClure said the Riley
County Livestock Association
Annual Meeting will be
Monday, January 25th at
Pottorf Hall.
25. Free Garden Seminars
for Saturday, January 16th
(Organic Gardening, Starting
Seeds, Beneficial Insects) Gregg Eyestone (3-5 minutes)
Eyestone reported there is a
Free Garden Seminar on
Saturday, January 16th starting
at 9:00 a.m. on Organic
Gardening, 10:00 a.m. on
Starting Seeds, and 11:00 a.m.
on Beneficial Insect at Pottorf
Hall.
26. Riley County Historical
Museum Osher/UFM Class on
“Manhattan Home Life of the
1880’s” registration now open Cheryl Collins (2 minutes)
C. Collins said the Riley
County Historical Museum
staff will teach the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute
class “Manhattan Home Life of
the 1880’s” on Friday, February
19, 26, and March 4 from 2:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at
Meadowlark Hills. The cost of
the class is $45.00 (some discounts may apply).
10:10 AM
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer27.
Project update
Hobson presented a Public
Works projects update.
10:40 AM
Clancy
Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
Administrative Services28.
Administrative Work Session
The Board watched the KAC
Legislative video update.
Holeman presented the 2016
legislative session notebooks
for the Board.
Holeman said there is a prefiled version of bills to move
the effective date of the tax lid
to July 1, 2016 and removal of
some exemptions from the calculation of the tax lid.
Boyd and Wells discussed
their frustration with the legislators’ tax lid proposals.
10:55 Boyd left the meeting.
29. Pending County Projects
County Counselor
30. CGI Communications
Draft Video Script—Edits—
Work
Session
Holeman
reviewed the proposed changes
to the CGI draft video script.
The Board agreed with the proposed changes.
11:00 AM
Cheryl Collins, Museum
Director31.
R i l e y
County Historical Museum
Staff Report
C. Collins presented the
Museum staff report.
11:03 AM
AdjournmentMove
to
adjourn after the County
Officials Luncheon.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ronald
Wells, County Commissioner
SECONDER:
B
e
n
Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Wells, Wilson
ABSENT:
Boyd
12:00 PM
County Officials Luncheon
32.
County
Officials’
Luncheon Agenda
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Edward McKever Is Flint Hills
Christian School Spelling Champion

Edward McKever as he spells one of the winning words
during the Flint Hills Christian School Spelling Bee.

Historic railroad association
battling vandalism, thieves
LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) _
An association that operates a
historical railroad in northeast
Kansas has suffered tens of
thousands of dollars in damages from vandals and other
intruders over the past several
years.
The Midland Railroad
Historical Association, which
showcases multiple historic
pieces of train equipment, hauls
around 25,000 passengers
between Baldwin City and

Ottawa each year, the
Lawrence
Journal-World
reports.
General Manager Allen
Kinsley said that last week, a
passenger car built in 1916 was
vandalized again. The car was
taken out of service years ago
and sidelined until some wheel
work could be done. Since it's
been out of service, the car has
been frequently visited by vandals and thieves looking for
scrap copper.
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City Memo On Building One Big Building
(Editor’s Note: After 24years in publishing the Free
Press, we have learned that if
we tell readers something they
do not beleave it. But if we
print a City written Memo
they do beleave it. Well it is
true here is the Memo.):
CITY COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO
January 4, 2016
FROM:
Robert K.
Ott, P.E., Director of Public
Works MEETING:
January 19, 2016
SUBJECT:
Request
for Qualifications Feasibility Study for Water,
Wastewater, Street, Fleet,
Forestry, and Park
Maintenance Joint Facility
(SP1601, CIP #ST063P)
PRESENTER: Robert K.
Ott, P.E., Director of Public
Works
BACKGROUND
During the 2016 Capital
Improvement Program (CIP)
adoption process, public meetings and discussion were held
in 2015 about the budget and
the feasibility study (CIP
#ST063P) and were approved
by the City Commission. The
following background information was provided in the CIP for
the project.
Public Works Street and Fleet
Operation buildings are insufficient and functionally obsolete
for the operations that need to
be conducted from each of these
various locations. Buildings
have differing maintenance
items and poor configuration of
layout to conduct operations.
Crew leaders and crews have
grown and there is a need for
technology improvements. The
size of the fleet has increased
just as the size and miles of
streets have increased in the
community.
The Park Maintenance and
Forestry Divisions have outgrown their location north of K18 (Fort Riley Boulevard), and
space for staff and equipment is
in a similar situation.
Both locations (Street/Fleet
and Parks Department) could
have a higher and better use
because of the close proximity
to K-18 (Fort Riley Boulevard)
for converting a non-tax use
(Government) to a tax base land
use.
This first phase is the need to
look at the possibility of three
options:
Potentially demo the existing facilities and reconfigure
the buildings, parking lots
and equipment areas with the
existing available land where
each property exists today.
Potentially look at alternative locations in the communi-

ty to construct a joint
City/USD 383/K-State Facility
in the north central portion of
the community. With a new
facility, the City would need to
sell all the land the City owns
along K-18 (Fort Riley
Boulevard) and potentially the
property at Wreath Avenue and
Anderson Avenue.
Potentially look at purchasing farm land near south of
the Wastewater Treatment
Plant. The land owner in the
past has indicated the willingness to sell that land. A new
facility could be constructed at
this location. With a new facility, the City would need to sell
all the land that the City owns
along K-18 (Fort Riley
Boulevard) and potentially
the property at Wreath
Avenue
and
Anderson
Avenue.
The second phase of the project is to publicly present the feasibility study. Once it’s completed and adopted by the City
Commission, staff will then
move forward with a recommendation and hopefully begin
the process of searching and
acquiring property for the facilities should that be the final recommendation.
Then the final phase would
be construction after necessary
lands, easements and rights- ofway are properly secured for the
joint facilities. The process of
procuring design and construction could be accomplished in
one of three different methods.
Those methods may include traditional design, bid, build; construction manager at risk; or
design-build. The exact method
can be determined at a later date
by the Commission. Once personnel and equipment have
been moved to the new facility,
the City will then follow current
procedures for the disposal of

If the City builds a new Maintenance Joint Facility it
may sell the Parks, Forestry building at 1417 El Paso. As
stated in this Memo the City wants to build a new facility with USD 383 and Kansas State University. That’s
going to be one big building.
real estate.
There are multiple steps in
each of the three phases in
which the public and City
Commissioners will have an
opportunity for input of comments and approvals at specific
milestones, such as, but not limited to the following: Open
house public meetings, individual stakeholder meetings, adoptions of the feasibility study,
authorization to purchase real
estate, authorization to sell
existing real estate, award
design, and authorize construction. This is the first step to start
the process of the feasibility
study of Phase One in order to
move forward in selecting a
qualified consultant team to
assist City staff on this project.
It is anticipated that from this
point forward, it may take three
to four years until final construction and move in of
employees and equipment to the
new facilities will occur.
DISCUSSION
City
Administration
is
requesting authorization to
advertise a Request for
Qualifications (RFQ) from
highly qualified and innovative

This new building was constructed by the City a few years ago.
It and an lot to the east and one to the west could be up for
sale. The building takes up a 1/2 block from 10th to 11th Street
on the North side of Ft. Riley Blvd.

design teams for architectural
design and municipal planning
services
to
conduct
a
Feasibility Study. The project
will include preliminary design
studies for three potential
options to improve operations
and efficiencies for water distribution crews, wastewater
collection maintenance crews,
street crews, fleet maintenance
crews, forestry division and
park maintenance crews.
A Selection Committee will
be charged with the responsibility of recommending a consultant to provide the services
identified in the RFQ. The
Selection Committee is anticipated to include a City
Commissioner, members of the
Parks and Recreation staff,
members from the Public
Works staff and representatives
from City Administration. The
Selection Committee will evaluate the proposals received,
determine which firms to interview (if necessary), and then
conduct the interviews (if necessary). Following the review
of the proposal and maybe
interviews and reference
checks,
the
Selection

Committee will forward a recommendation to the City
Commission.
The
City
Commission will approve the
most suitable consultant, using
the recommendation of the
Selection Committee as guidance.
Following selection of the
successful consultant, a detailed
Scope of Services will be developed to outline specific objectives, tasks, and outcomes for
the Joint Facilities Feasibility
Study for final approval from
the City Commission. A Scope
of Services should request a
Final Report from the selected
consultant to include the following three options:
Improve properties at locations of each decentralized division:
Utilizing existing properties
and data about those properties,
the consulting team will be
expected to identify and evaluate operations at those existing
sites, prepare conceptual facility
and site plan layouts to help
improve those existing sites,
help identify potential capital
and/or operational partners for
any expansion at those existing
sites.
Land near Wastewater
Treatment Plant:
One area identified by staff is
land
near
the
existing
Wastewater Treatment Plant.
This area has been discussed in
the past with land owners for
purchase by the City. Some of
the criteria that this location
could provide is that it would
not displace any existing business, would not impact any residential or commercial business,
would not convert any properties that is on the property tax
rolls to being exempt, relatively
close to old downtown areas
and US-24 and Levee Drive has
been identified to receive a traf-

The City Memo says: “the City would need to sell all the land
the City owns along K-18 (Fort Riley Boulevard) and potentially the property at Wreath Avenue and Anderson Avenue.”
Well, Griffith Field is on K-18 and it is owned by the City.
Don’t think that will happen.

fic signal in the future in the US
Highway 24 Corridor Plan. The
consultant will be expected to
evaluate the feasibility of
developing combined facilities
at this location. The study
should include a cost- benefit
evaluation that considers technical feasibility, capital and
operational costs and anticipated site costs for each type of
building within the complex
and help identify potential capital and/or operational partners
for any expansion at those
existing sites.
Identify areas that could be
purchased and construct new
facilities:
The consultant should be
able to direct City staff as to
potential opportunities of land
in the community that would
best fit the goals of not displacing any existing business,
would limit impact to residential or commercial business,
would minimize the amount of
conversion of properties that
are on the property tax rolls to
being exempt and relatively
close to old downtown areas.
The consultant team should be
able to provide preliminary
conceptual plans for how a
complex should be configured,
and how various functions and
operations should be positioned
for efficiencies. The team
should be able to provide
anticipated capital and operational costs for the different
buildings within the complex
and help identify potential capital and/or operational partners
for any expansion at those
existing sites.
FINANCING
City Administration anticipates the study will require
$50,000 to $65,000 to complete. Upon selecting a consultant, City Administration will
negotiate a contract for the City
Commission to consider. City
Administration
anticipates
funding this effort from the
Wastewater (~$22,500), Water
(~$22,500)
and
General
Improvement
Funds
(~$20,000).
In order to provide maximum flexibility, the City of
Manhattan will require a time
and expense agreement, with
an established maximum fee.
(Editor’s Note: What the
Memo does not tell you is how
much this One Big Building is
going to cost the City, School
District and Kansas State.
Remember they all use your
tax dollars to pay for things.
And remember the City and
County both have Building
Commissions and you may
not get to vote on the project.)

Kansas Profile: Walter and Olive Ann Beech
By Ron Wilson,
director of the Huck Boyd
National Institute for
Rural Development at
Kansas State University.
Cessna.
Beechcraft.
Stearman. These are some of
the classic names of airplanes
and aviation companies. Those
names belong to men who were
pioneers of the aviation industry. Today, we will learn about
another of the industry’s best
leaders. But this aviation business pioneer wasn’t a man – it
was a woman. This is today’s
Kansas Profile.
Last week we learned about
aviation industry leader Clyde
Cessna. In 1925, Cessna and
another man named Lloyd
Stearman created an airplane
company along with a young
test pilot named Walter Beech.
Walter Beech came from a
farm in Tennessee. He built a
glider at the age of 14 and
served in the U.S. Army Air
Corps during World War I. In
1921, he came to work for an
airplane company in Wichita.

Four years later he joined Lloyd
Stearman and Cessna to form
Travel Air Manufacturing
Company. Here he met a
woman named Olive Ann
Mellor.
Olive Ann came from
Waverly in eastern Kansas. She
attended business school in
Wichita and then was bookkeeper for a company in
Augusta before becoming bookkeeper and then office manager
for Travel Air Manufacturing.
She and Walter Beech were
married in 1930.
In the following year, Travel
Air was purchased by the
Curtiss-Wright
Airplane
Company.
Walter Beech
became president of CurtissWright, but he didn’t like the
fact that those duties kept him in
New York, away from production of airplanes.
In 1932, he and his wife
Olive Ann came back to Wichita
to form their own new business:
Beech Aircraft Company.
Walter was president of the
company. Olive Ann was secre-

tary-treasurer.
The company goal was to
attain higher standards of airplane performance. In 1933,
their innovative Staggerwing
design airplane won the Texaco
trophy race. Soon the Beech
Staggerwing airplanes were
breaking records all over the
world.
The Twin Beech,
unveiled in 1937, was another
major success.
In 1940, Walter Beech
became ill with encephalitis.
Olive Ann stepped in to run the
company and did so successfully until his return. During World

War II, the Beech Aircraft
Company built more than 7,000
planes for the U.S. war effort.
After the war, Beech
unveiled the V-tailed Bonanza
which was another success.
The Bonanza was used to make
the longest nonstop solo flight
on record by flying 4,960 miles
from Honolulu to New Jersey
in 36 hours.
The Beech business was
continuing to grow, but in 1950
Walter Beech suddenly perished from a heart attack and
the company was again
plunged into uncertainty. Olive

Ann Beech stepped into the
leadership role yet again. She
was elected by the board of
directors as president and chairman of the board. For the next
18 years she served in this
capacity and presided over a
remarkable period of growth.
The company grew its aviation business and even diversified to assist NASA with the
development of cryogenic systems in the 1950s. In the 1960s,
the company introduced the
King Air which quickly established itself as the industry standard in corporate jetprops.
Today, the various King Air
models maintain a market share
of more than 90 percent in their
class. Wow.
In 1980, Beech Aircraft was
purchased by Raytheon. Olive
Ann Beech served on the
Raytheon Board of Directors
until she became chairman
emeritus in 1982. She passed
away in 1993 after receiving
many honors. For example, the
highest honor which the avia-

tion industry bestows is the
Wright Brothers Memorial
Trophy which was awarded to
her by the National Aeronautic
Association in 1980 “for five
decades of outstanding leadership in the development of general aviation.” She was inducted into the American National
Business Hall of Fame in 1983
and became the first inductee in
the Kansas Business Hall of
Fame in 1986.
That’s quite an accomplishment for someone who came
from the rural community of
Waverly, Kansas, population
581 people. Now, that’s rural.
Cessna.
Stearman.
Beechcraft. These are pioneers
of the aviation industry, and
one of its key leaders was a
woman, Olive Ann Beech.
And there’s more. Cessna
and Beech were partners of
Lloyd Stearman, whose name
for his classic biplane still
endures today. We’ll learn
about that next week.
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Blindsiding the Public
On Social Security
By Allen W. Smith, Ph.D
Professor of economics
emeritus at Eastern
Illinois University
There is more confusion
about Social Security today
than ever before. We hear contradictory claims from individuals, organizations and government, and nobody knows who
to believe.
There is no reason for people
to be so confused. Top government officials could explain the
current condition of Social
Security and tell the public
what happened to the surplus
Social Security revenue that
was generated by the 1983 payroll tax hike.
Instead, the government adds
to the confusion with false
statements. Politicians from
both sides of the aisle are deliberately trying to mislead the
public. The debate has turned
into a political war – not about
how to fix Social Security – but
whether the current system is
worth saving.
The debate seems to center
on the status of the Social
Security trust fund. If there is a
trust fund, what is in it? Is it
full of marketable Treasury
bonds, as some claim, or full of
government IOUs? This is a
crucial question the public
needs to have answered.
Actually, that question was
answered on Jan. 21, 2005.
David Walker, the Comptroller
General of the Government
Accountability Office at that
time, said, “There are no stocks
or bonds or real estate in the
trust fund. It has nothing of real
value to draw down.”
That was 11 years ago. The
public was entitled to know this
important information, but it
never reached the masses.
Almost none of the mainstream
media covered the story.
The Comptroller General of
the GAO is the government’s
top accountant. He is responsible for auditing financial statements from the Treasury
Department and the Office of
Management and Budget,
among other things. If anybody knows what is in the trust
fund, the Comptroller General
certainly knows.
There are no bonds in the
trust fund because all of the
surplus revenue was spent.
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None of it was saved or invested. This may be a bitter pill to
swallow, but it is the unadulterated truth.
What the trust fund does
hold is $2.8 trillion of government IOUs that are not marketable and cannot be used to
pay benefits. They are essentially a record of how much
Social Security money was
taken and spent for other
things. If the government had
saved and invested that money
in marketable U.S Treasury
bonds, as was the intent of the
1983 legislation, the trust fund
would today hold $2.8 trillion
of “good-as-gold” bonds.
But all $2.8 trillion was
spent to fund such things as
wars, income tax cuts and other
government programs over a
30-year period
Since it is highly unlikely
Congress and the public will
support a substantial tax
increase in the near future, the
government may be unable to
redeem the IOUs out of current
income and will have to borrow
from China, or one of our other
creditors. With political fights
over the debt ceiling, it won’t
be easy to borrow enough to
avoid cutting benefits.
When the first surplus revenue, generated by the 1983
payroll tax hike, began flowing
into the Treasury in 1984, it
was deposited directly into the
general fund, where it became
indistinguishable from the revenue from other federal taxes.
The intent of the 1983 legislation was that the surplus should
be saved and invested in marketable Treasury bonds, which
were to be held by the trust
fund until the baby boomers
began retiring.
But the politicians knew it
would be 30 years before any
of the surplus money would be
needed to pay current benefits.

In the meantime, politicians
couldn’t resist the temptation to
spend the money. Democrats
and Republicans were both
guilty of wrongful spending of
Social Security money.
This is the essence of why
Social Security has so many
problems today. It represents
the truth about the so-called

bonds.
The only income flow that
Social Security has is its annual tax revenue. Since 2010, the
cost of paying full benefits has
exceeded Social Security revenue, so the government has
had to borrow to close the gap.
America has been living a

“big lie” for many years. It is
time to set the record straight.
The government should
repay that $2.8 trillion,
although it will be difficult to
find the resources and it might
be necessary to pay in annual
installments.
A great wrong has been com-

mitted against the American
people by their government,
and that wrong should be made
right.
Allen W. Smith, professor of
economics emeritus at Eastern
Illinois University, is author of
“Raiding the Trust Fund: Using
Social Security Money to Fund
Tax Cuts for the Rich.”
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Big 12 Men’s Basketball Standings

Kansas State Women’s
basketball has a successful week
K-State Women’s
basketball games
Kansas State women’s basketball hosted two Big 12 basketball teams this week at
home. The women have struggled in Big 12 play so far this
year. They hosted Oklahoma
State
University
last
Wednesday. It was an exciting
game similar to the Oklahoma
State University game in
Manhattan last year. The
women’s basketball team managed to out shoot the Cowgirls
in both field goals and threepoint shots. Wesemann herself
has three three pointers for the
night. Once Kansas State took
the lead, the Cowgirls just
could not retake the lead at the
end.
On Saturday, TCU came to
Kansas to face K-State women.
When Kansas State traveled to
Ft. Worth January 2nd, TCU
won 87-73. Saturdays game
was the second basketball
game of a men and women’s
double-header. The women
avenged their loss at TCU on
Saturday with a 58-49 win.

road to Baylor on Wednesday
and then back home on
Saturday against Oklahoma
State.
Kansas State Football

Once again, strong shooting by
the Cats made the difference in
the game. Breanna Lewis had a
stand out game with 25 points
in this game. The women will
face the Jayhawks in Lawrence
on Wednesday and then travel
to Lubbock, Texas to take on
Texas Tech on Saturday.
K-State Men’s basketball
Following and exciting win
for the men’s basketball team
last Tuesday against Texas
Tech at home, the men faced
Iowa State in the first game of
the men and women’s basketball double-header. In the win
over Texas Tech, the men were

aggressive both offensively and
defensively. They were able to
shoot well and fight through
the mental mistakes that this
young team has been making in
the final minutes of some of
their other losses.
Kansas State fell to Iowa
State 76-63 where, once again,
shooting struggles caused some
problems. At one point, the
Cats came within 5 points of
the Cyclones, but they could
not complete the deal. It is not
surprising that this young team
has not been consistent, but
they do show signs of growth.
The Cats next game is on the

Probably the biggest story of
the week for football was the
loss of the Zach Shackelford
recruit to Texas. He had committed to Kansas State when
Coach Snyder made a rare
recruiting trip to Texas to
secure the young offensive-line
player. The picture of Zach and
Coach Snyder surfaced online
and kept most people hopeful
that he was sticking with
Kansas State. This is the third
recruit that Kansas State has
lost after they committed to the
university. While many have
speculated on various reasons,
one thing is probably sure in
the case of Zach, if a personal
visit from Coach Snyder was
not enough to convince you to
come to Kansas State, he was
probably never truly committed
to the university in the first
place.

School
Kansas
West Virginia
Baylor
Oklahoma
Texas
Iowa State
Texas Tech
Kansas State
Oklahoma State
TCU

Big 12
4-1
4-1
4-1
4-2
3-2
3-3
2-4
1-4
1-4
1-5

Overall
15 - 2
15 - 2
14 - 3
15 - 2
11 - 6
14 - 4
12 - 5
11 - 6
9-8
9-9

Pct.
.882
.882
.824
.882
.647
.778
.706
.647
.529
.500

Big 12 Women’s Basketball Standings
School
Baylor
Texas
West Virginia
Oklahoma
Iowa State
Oklahoma State
TCU
Kansas State
Texas Tech
Kansas

Big 12
5-1
5-1
4-2
3-2
3-2
3-3
3-3
2-4
1-5
0-6

Overall
18 - 1
16 - 1
15 - 4
12 - 4
11 - 5
13 - 4
11 - 6
12 - 5
10 - 7
5 - 12

Pct.
.947
.941
.789
.750
.688
.765
.647
.706
.588
.294

No. 19 Iowa State beats
No. 1 Oklahoma 82-77
AMES, Iowa (AP) — After
starting 1-3, Iowa State hardly
looked a Big 12 contender —
let alone a team with a shot at
the national title.
The Cyclones sent a message
to the rest of the country
Monday night that they plan on
being a factor in the months
ahead.
Georges Niang scored 22
points, Monte Morris added 20
and No. 19 Iowa State beat topranked Oklahoma 82-77, its
first win over a No. 1 team
since
toppling
Wilt
Chamberlain's
Kansas
Jayhawks in 1957.
Morris had a jumper, a key
rebound and two free throws in
the final 21 seconds for the
Cyclones (14-4, 3-3 Big 12).
It was the third time a No. 1
team lost in the state of Iowa
this season. Northern Iowa beat
North Carolina and Iowa beat
Michigan State.
But none were as huge for an
Iowa team as this one was for
the Cyclones, who tumbled in
the polls after losing to Texas
and Baylor.
"We've been through a lot of
adversity the last week or so,
with a couple of losses. But if

you listened to what they were
saying, they were all saying the
right things. They stuck together, and it just shows their character," said first-year Iowa
State coach Steve Prohm, now
the only one to beat a topranked team at Hilton
Coliseum.
Oklahoma's Isaiah Cousins
hit a 3 with 41 seconds left to
tie the game at 75. But Morris
drilled a step-back jumper for
the lead, and Abdel Nader's free
throws with 3.1 seconds to go
put it out of reach.
"I give credit to my teammates for having the confidence in me to take that shot. I
was just happy to come through
for my teammates and happy
we got the win because we put
two halves together," Morris
said.
Buddy Hield scored 27
points and Cousins had 26 for
the Sooners (15-2, 4-2), who
moved to No. 1 earlier Monday
for the first time in 26 years.
Iowa State nearly beat
Oklahoma on the road in the
Big 12 opener earlier this
month. The Cyclones led for 30
minutes, but Morris missed a
wide-open 3 with 6 seconds left

and the Sooners escaped 87-83.
This one was just as entertaining.
This time, Morris finished
off the Sooners.
The Sooners rallied to jump
back ahead 59-57 on a long,
shot clock-beating 3 from
Dante Buford. But Iowa State
responded with 10 straight
points, a run highlighted by
Niang casually drilling a 3 to
beat the shot clock for a 67-59
lead.
The Sooners made it all up in
79 seconds though, setting up
yet another thrilling finish.
Nader scored 20 points for
the Cyclones, who won despite
allowing Oklahoma to hit 10 of
16 3s in the second half.
"We came ready to play. But
Iowa State had more fight than
us," Hield said.
TIP-INS
Oklahoma: The Sooners
entered play ranked first
nationally at 45 percent on 3s.
Iowa State's fans noticed, at
times going silent when
Oklahoma shot 3s as if they
were expecting them to go in.
... Perhaps Hield's most impressive 3 was a fadeaway with
3:55 left that tied it at 67.

Iowa State: The Cyclones
outscored Oklahoma 30-8 in
the paint in the first half. But
the Sooners buried seven 3s to
keep it within 41-35. ...
Reserve guard Hallice Cooke,
who was suspended for
Saturday's 76-63 win at Kansas
State for violating team rules,
didn't play Monday.
STAT LINES
Iowa State, which has struggled at times rebounding,
grabbed 11 more than
Oklahoma. ... Cousins was 10
of 15 from the field. ...The
Cyclones won without getting a
point from their bench. ...
Jordan Woodard was the only
Sooner cold from 3-point
range, going 1 of 5. He scored
eight points.
QUOTABLE
"We didn't rebound the ball
like we need to, especially on
the road," Oklahoma coach
Lon Kruger said.
UP NEXT
Oklahoma travels to No. 13
Baylor on Saturday.
Iowa State plays at TCU on
Saturday.
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Darwin Awards: Darwin Awards Shorts ...
ted, the thief fled from the
church and onto a busy highway, where a speeding bus
killed him. The cause of death?
An act of God. The moral?
Don’t annoy the ruler of the
universe, or you just may wind
up a Darwin Award.

“Named in honor of
Charles Darwin, the
father of evolution, the
Darwin Awards commemorate those who improve
our gene pool by removing
themselves from it.”
These random snippets were
collected from emails over the
past decade. Their origins and
veracity are mostly unknown.
A man in a diabetic shock
swerved off Route 2 in Lincoln,
Massachusetts. His car plowed
through a telephone pole and
impacted a tree, where it burst
into flames. Onlookers took

him for dead, and were shocked
to see him walk away from the
crash unhurt. However, when
he looked back and noticed that
his car was on fire, he tried to

Beatrice police use new weapon in
search for suspects: Humor
BEATRICE, Neb. (AP)Stop me if you’ve heard this
one.
A woman wearing a Texas
sweatshirt walks into a Beatrice
general store and uses someone
else’s debit card to make a purchase.
The woman “obviously
needed money for season tickets,” at least according to a post
on the Beatrice Police
Department’s Facebook post,
quickly followed by a disclaimer it was only speculation.
In this instance, the card is
believed to have been taken
from a hotel room, dubbed
“Hotel Generosity” in the
department’s post.
In another instance, a
motorist was seen going from
car-to-car in a parking lot looking in windows, apparently
looking for something he lost.
“I can’t think of any other
reason why someone would
park next to several different
cars, get out, and look inside
several different cars. Can
you?” the Facebook post asked.
However, in this instance,
the suspect eventually took
items that didn’t belong to him
from a car.
These posts from the Police

Department are two examples
of a new strategy to use social
media in identifying persons of
interest: humor.
And the strategy works.
Officer Kris Gill, the brain
behind the humorous Facebook
posts accompanied by security
snapshots, said 100 percent of
the individuals pictured in the
posts have been identified.
“I think social media has
changed (law enforcement) in
good and bad ways,” Gill said.
“I’m hoping this will be positive. You can’t please everyone
and some people don’t like it. It
looks like majority enjoy it and
it’s been successful so far. If
this brings a smile to someone’s face and brings something positive, that’s great.”
The idea of using Facebook
to identify someone is nothing
new for law enforcement.
Beatrice Police have routinely shared security footage, with
a simple message that anyone
who can identify the subject of
the photo should contact police.
This strategy provided limited
results, prompting Gill to take
the
Police
Department’s
Facebook page in a new direction.

put it out, and electrocuted
himself on one of the high voltage power lines that had fallen
when he hit the telephone pole.
Police in London, Ohio say a
thief was killed while stealing
tires from a Ford dealership.
Employees found the body of
Daniel Nolan, 47, when they
arrived for work Monday
morning. The jack holding up a
truck slipped and crushed him.
Slovenia’s state-run news
agency reported the death of
fisherman Franc Filipic, 47,
who drowned after hooking a
huge lake sheatfish and refusing to let go as he waded in and
was pulled under. Friends
reported his last words were
“Now I’ve got him!” Divers
found his body after a two-day
search
A 23-year-old bar-brawling
man, who had been escorted
out of the Turtle Club in Florida
by a bouncer, sneaked back in
and leaped off a staircase, trying to kick another man, but
was killed when he landed on
his head. The kick was ineffectual.
Good Trumps
Evil at Church
A middle-aged thief sat quietly through the Sunday service
at All Saints Cathedral in
Nairobi. But when the offering
basket was passed, fellow worshippers were astonished to see
him stashing handfuls of the
money in his pockets.
Realizing he had been spot-

Redeye

Hurricane News Junkie
(Denmark) A powerful winter
storm plowed through Europe.
Hurricane-force winds gusted
to 110 mph, and massive waves
pounded the seashore. One
woman was anxiously watching news of “the worst storm in
Denmark this century” when
the TV picture suddenly
became too grainy to see what
was happening. The antenna on
the roof had come loose and
started banging around.
Determined not to miss any
information, and despite the
howling winds, she decided to
climb up on the roof to fix the
antenna. She was blown off the
roof by the hurricane winds and
killed. As a consolation prize,
she became a major part of the
news over the next few days.
Copper Caper
Wayne wanted to make a few
bucks by selling stolen scrap
metal. He sneaked into a demolition site and surveyed the area
for valuable hunks of debris.
His eyes fastened upon what
appeared to be a 3” thick copper pipe. That would fetch a
fine fee! But it was too heavy
for him to budge it.
He hauled a few lesser
chunks of metal away, and
returned with sturdy bolt cutters. It was then, when he
attempted to sever the pipe, that
he was shocked to discover that
it was actually an aluminum
cable carrying 11,000 volts of
power. The paramedics who
later tried to revive the electrified Wayne were thwarted by
the current. He did not survive
to be charged with his
offences.http://darwinawards.c
om
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Oil prices plunge and stocks
hit lowest level since 2014
NEW YORK (AP) -Another plunge in the price of
crude oil sent stocks sharply
lower on Wednesday, bringing
the market to its lowest level in
nearly two years.
Energy companies were
pummeled as the price of crude
oil sank 7 percent, threatening
more damage to an industry
that has already been stricken
with bankruptcies, layoffs and
other cutbacks.
The price of U.S. crude fell
below $27 a barrel amid a global glut in oil supplies that seems
to be getting worse. That's the
lowest price since May 2003
and a far cry from the $100 a
barrel it fetched in the summer
of 2014.
Overseas markets fared no
better. Japan's Nikkei index
entered a bear market, down 20
percent from its peak in June,
and European benchmarks lost
between 3 and 4 percent.
Gold and U.S. government
bonds, traditional safe havens,
rose in value as investors shifted money out of stocks.
KEEPING SCORE: The
Dow Jones industrial average
lost 377 points, or 2.4 percent,
to 15,639 as of 1:55 p.m.
Eastern time. It was down as
much as 565 points earlier. The
Standard & Poor's 500 index
fell 39 points, or 2.1 percent, to
1,842. The Nasdaq composite
index sank 54 points, or 1.2
percent, to 4,423. The Dow and
S&P 500 are down 10 percent
so far in January; the Nasdaq is
down 12 percent. The losses
were widespread; all 10 of the
S&P 500's industrial sectors
were in the red.
OIL DOWN AGAIN: Oil
prices had already fallen to 12year lows this week, and the
price of U.S. crude has dropped
29 percent so far this year.
Benchmark U.S. crude gave up
$2.09, or 7.3 percent, to $26.37
a barrel in New York. Brent
crude, a benchmark for international oils, lost $1.12, or 3.9
percent, to $27.64 barrel in
London. Heating oil prices also
sank 5 percent to 86 cents a gallon.

OIL GLUT: James Liu, global market strategist for
JPMorgan Funds, said the global economy remains relatively
healthy and demand for oil hasn't fallen off. But production is
too high, so tremendous stockpiles have accumulated. While
companies started shutting
down drilling rigs in late 2014
after prices started to decline,
production of oil didn't change
much.
"We're starting to see production declines basically two
years after rig count started to
decline," Liu said. He said production will keep falling and
oil prices will stabilize in the
middle of 2016, then start rising.
ENERGY
KEEPS
FALLING: Energy stocks were
pelted. Devon Energy lost
$2.36, or 10.1 percent, to
$21.12 and Murphy Oil fell
$1.20, or 7.3 percent, to
$15.18. Chevron sank $4.42, or
5.4 percent, to $77.09, the
biggest loss in the Dow average. Financial stocks were also
getting hit because banks could
lose billions on loans to oil and
gas companies. Bank of
America lost 69 cents, or 4.8
percent, to $13.55.
WHEN WILL IT END: Jack
Ablin, chief investment officer
of BMO Private Bank, said he
thinks stocks will fall a bit further still. But he doesn't expect
a global collapse. Ablin said
that for years, investors bought
stocks without too much regard
for risk. He said investors felt
that if things ever got too bad,
the Federal Reserve would help
prop up the market.
"Investors were comfortable
taking outsize risks, not
because they had earnings to
fall back on, but because they
had the Fed to fall back on,"
Ablin said. So stocks made
huge gains in the years since
the financial crisis while the
U.S. economy churned out
years of steady but unspectacular growth.
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No. 17 Iowa State beats Kansas State 76-63
MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) _
Iowa State's Georges Niang and
Monte Morris both felt the ball
hadn't bounced their way in
consecutive Big 12 losses.
They didn't leave anything to
chance on Saturday.
Morris scored 15 of his 19
points in the second half, Niang
continued his form at Bramlage
Coliseum with 15 points, and
No. 17 Iowa State kept Kansas
State at arm's length in a 76-63
victory.
``We stayed together,''
Morris said. ``When they made
runs, we always huddled up
and kept our composure. I think
when we are like this, I do not
think anybody can beat us.
When we focus, I feel like we
play well and respond well to
adversity.''
The win snapped a twogame skid for the Cyclones
(13-4, 2-3 Big 12) after dropping nail- biters to Texas and
No. 22 Baylor, and prevented
Iowa State's first 1-4 league
start since 2010-11.
Niang entered Saturday's
game averaging 14.7 points in
seven games against the
Wildcats
at
Bramlage
Coliseum.
Abdel Nader added 14 points
and Matt Thomas had 11 for
Iowa State, which shot 50.9
percent from the field _ meeting its season average of 50.2.
Three players finished with at
least six rebounds.
First-year Iowa State coach
Steve Prohm used a timeout
with 9:35 play to spark a 7-0
run after Kansas State cut a
double-digit lead to 50-45 on a
basket by Justin Edwards.
``We had to get a stop,''
Wildcats coach Bruce Weber
said. ``But they made their
plays.''
Edwards scored 19 points
and grabbed seven rebounds
for Kansas State (11-6, 1-4).
Three times late, Kansas
State pushed back but couldn't
get any closer than 66-59 with
3:12 remaining on a 3-pointer
by Kamau Stokes. The
Wildcats cooled off after hitting 10 3-pointers against Texas
Tech on Tuesday, completing
just 4 of 21 attempts from
beyond the arc.
``I think we let our lack of
offensive execution and shotmaking affect our defense,''
Weber said. ``That meant we
didn't have any energy, but you
have to let the defense create
the energy.''
The first half had the makings of a blowout. A 7-minute

scoring drought for Kansas
State allowed the visitors to
take a double-digit lead. The
Wildcats were 1 of 15 from the
field during the spell and
turned the ball over four times.
At one point, Kansas State
scored three points on 19 possessions.
Morris scored with 5:09
remaining in the half to make it
26-9. D.J. Johnson responded
for the Wildcats with a tough
layup inside that started a 14-6
run to cut the deficit to 32-23
by halftime.
``I have learned a lot in my
short time in this league, and
we just have to continue to get
better each day,'' Prohm said.
``But to come here and win like
this in double figures, it shows
that we are not going to let people push us out and say that
Iowa State is done this year.''
QUOTABLE
Barry Brown had averaged
17.3 points per game in Big 12

play for Kansas State, including 15 points against Texas
Tech on Tuesday, but the freshman guard was held to four on
1-of-10 shooting Saturday.
``Coach (Chester) Frazier
asked him, `You've been in the
gym every day during break.
You have a big game against
Texas Tech, were you in the
gym on Wednesday?' I think
the answer is pretty obvious. If
you want to be a good player,
you have to be in the gym.''
TIP-INS
Iowa State: Backup guard
Hallice Cooke did not make the
trip due to a suspension that is a
non-legal issue. . The Cyclones
snapped a three-game losing
streak in Manhattan, Kansas.
Kansas State: Wildcats starting bigs Dean Wade and
Stephen Hurt combined for just
eight points on 4-of-15 shooting.

Dean Wade (32) goes under the basket to give Kansas State two points.

Barry Brown (5) hits one from the right side.

J.D. Edwards (4) scored 19 points and grabbed seven rebounds for Kansas State

Wesley Iwundu (25) hits a two-pointer driving down the lane.

``I think we let our lack of offensive execution and shot-making affect our
defense,''
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