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Durant to deliver Huck
Boyd Lecture Nov. 5

Riley County Wind Energy

Just A Lot Of Hot Air

KSU News Servcie
Rosalyn Durant, senior vice president,
College
Networks,
Programming for ESPN, will be the
speaker for the 16th annual Huck
Boyd Lecture in Community Media at
9:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 5 in the ballroom of the K-State Alumni Center.
Her topic will be “Leadership lessons from an ESPN executive.”A
panel discussion will follow at 10:30,
also in the ballroom of the K-State
Alumni Center.
In her previous role, Durant served
as vice president, College Sports,
Programming and Acquisitions overseeing ESPNU, management of
NCAA championships, football,
men’s and women’s basketball,
Olympic sports and conference relations in addition to
Rosalyn DurantESPN’s coverage of
high school sports.
Durant is on the executive committee for the board of directors of the T.
Howard Foundation, a non-profit,
charitable organization dedicated to
increasing diversity in the multimedia
and entertainment industries. She is an
alumna of the foundation’s internship
program. She was added to the
University of Central Florida’s DeVos
Sport Business Management board of
advisers in 2014 and provides insights
on the school’s sport business curriculum. In 2015, Durant was name to
Sports Business Journal’s “40 under
40” list.
The panel discussion, from 10:30
a.m. 11:45 a.m., will be “Social
media: are speed and accuracy both
possible?” Panelists include Durant;
Tim Fitzgerald, publisher of Powercat

Part of the Riley County Shops Northwest of Manhattan showing two of the four wind generators.

Repair of Northwind Turbine
(Editor’s Note: Remember
about 10 years ago when the Riley
County Commission stopped fixing County Roads so they would
have the cash to build a seven
building complex on the hills
northwest of Manhattan? (Then
the went to the voters to get a 1/2
cent Sale Tax because the County
Roads were in such bad shape?)
At that time they also wanted to
cut the electric bill. After all - they
were going from one building on
Anderson Ave. to the new complex and the extra cost of electricity would be outrages.
The Riley County Commission
ask the Federal Government for
grant to build four Wind
Generators. They received the
$597,300 grant and the problems
that comes with Wind Energy.
Problems in keeping the generators in operation started from
the start. And now it is time to fix
on of the larger generators...)
Here is a memo given to the
County Commissioners last week
asking for money to fix the
machine.
Riley County Kansas

Department: Public Works
BACKGROUND
The Northwind Turbine was
installed in 2011 as part the U.S.
Department of Energy grant. The current maintenance contract which will
last through 2017 was paid for as part
of the grant. This contract is for preventive maintenance only and occurs
twice a year. The insurance on the turbine was cancelled at the beginning of
2015.
On or around July 19, 2015, the turbine was struck by lightening. Repairs
were postponed until the scheduled
maintenance was to occur.
DISCUSSION
Ethos Distributed Solution Corp.,
based in Colorado, is under contract to
perform the maintenance. Their crew
was on site Tuesday, October 6, 2015
and confirmed the turbine had been
struck by lightening. Their estimate to
repair the damage is $15,000 to
$25,000. This would include replacing at a minimum the yaw encoder,
rotor encoder, the 2 main circuit
boards, and the weather vane.
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From the community perspective,
the investment to purchase and
install the turbine at a cost of
$597,300 has been made utilizing
the Department of Energy grant.
Does Riley County want to continue to demonstrate support of “green
energy” through the operation of
this turbine?
According to the study performed by Curtis Mader, Public
Works Engineering Intern, the
Northwind produces an average of
187,100 kWh/year with an equivalent value of $15,100.
FISCAL IMPACT
$15,000 to $25,000 for current
repairs from the Public Works
budget. After 2017, the maintenance contract will cost the County
a minimum $1900/yr. Also, to date,
we have averaged approximately
$1200/yr in additional repairs.

Rosalyn Durant
Illustrated and gopowercat.com, a
magazine and website covering KState athletics; Blair Kerkhoff, college
sports reporter for the Kansas City
Star since 1989 and author of five
books; and George Schroeder, national college sports reporter for USA
Today Sports and past president of the
Football Writers Association of
America. Brian Smoller, director of
video services for K-State Athletics
and winner of 16 Kansas Association
of Broadcasters awards, will moderate.
The lecture and the panel discussion
are co-sponsored by the Huck Boyd
National Center for Community
Media in the A.Q. Miller School of
Journalism
and
Mass
Communications
and
K-State
Athletics.

KSU Theatre opens season
with love story ‘Eurydice’
MANHATTAN — Kansas State
University’s K-State Theatre will open
the 2015-2016 season with Sarah
Ruhl’s “Eurydice,” based on the
ancient Greek myth of Orpheus and
Eurydice.
“Eurydice” will be presented at
7:30 p.m. Oct. 15-17 and Oct. 22-24,
and at 2:30 p.m. Oct. 25, all in the
Mark A. Chapman Theatre at Nichols
Hall. Elizabeth Uthoff will direct
“Eurydice.”
After dying too young on her wedding day, Eurydice must journey to the
underworld where she reunites with
her father and struggles to remember
her lost love. With contemporary characters and ingenious plot twists, Ruhl
takes a fresh look at the classic myth
of Orpheus through the eyes of its
heroine in this timeless love story.
Tickets are $15 for adults; $13 for
faculty/staff, military and seniors; and
$10 for students and youth, plus tax.
Tickets can be purchased in person at

(Editor’s Note: Using the
Counties figurers, they Cost
$597,000 to build and they produce an equivalent value of
$15,100, it would take 39.5 years
to pay for the original Grant.)

the McCain Auditorium box office
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday, or by phone at 785532-6428. Tickets also may be purchased online at k-state.edu/theatre.
Fees apply to phone and online orders.
The following students are cast
members in “Eurydice”:
Ben Deghand, senior in theatre,
Berryton, as Loud Stone; Mitch
Ward, senior in theatre, as A Nasty
Interesting Man and The Lord of the
Underworld,
Colwich;
Clay
Massingill, sophomore in theatre, as
Orpheus, and Angelica McKinnis,
senior in fine arts, as Big Stone, both
from Manhattan; and Madison
Plouvier, sophomore in theatre,
Shawnee, as Little Stone.
From out of state: Nicholas James
Schoonover, sophomore in theatre,
Horseheads, New York, as Father;
and Mallory Diekmann, junior in agricultural communication and journalism, St. Paul, Minnesota, as Eurydice.

Medicare Open Enrollment Season Means Opportunity for Medical Identity Theft
TOPEKA – Kansas Department for
Aging and Disability Services
(KDADS) Secretary Kari Bruffett
warned today that the Medicare open
enrollment season is also open season
for medical identity thieves who target
unsuspecting seniors.
Open enrollment, during which
Medicare beneficiaries can make
changes to their health plans and prescription coverage, takes place
October 15 through December 7 each
year.

“Medicare fraud and medical identity theft is a year-round concern, but
open enrollment is a time to be especially vigilant,” Secretary Bruffett
said. “Be alert and don’t let yourself
be scammed.”
One of the most common tricks is
for scam artists posing as federal government employees from the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS) or other government agencies
to call consumers and claim that new
Medicare cards are being issued. They

tell consumers that in order to get their
new card they must provide the caller
with very private and sensitive information, such as Medicare numbers,
Social Security numbers and birthdates.
“Do not give this information to
anyone who calls you, not matter how
legitimate the call may seem.
Medicare never calls and asks you for
personal information over the phone.
Nor will people from Medicare visit
your home uninvited and ask for that

kind of sensitive information. And
beware of unsolicited emails asking
for your information as well,”
Secretary Bruffett said. “If you are
contacted, hang up, ignore, do not
invite them in and do not respond.”
“It’s up to you to guard your information,” she said.
Seniors have also been tricked into
giving up their sensitive medical identity information after being enticed
with free lunches, prize drawings and
other inducements.

In addition, open enrollment is a
prime time for unscrupulous salesmen
to pressure people into buying supplemental insurance products that will
supposedly save thousands and still
meet their needs. Some seniors have
signed up for plans that do not allow
them to continue seeing their doctors
or get needed medications.
“If something sounds too good to be
true, beware,” Secretary Bruffett said.
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Riley County Commission Minutes
Riley County Commission
Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2015
8:30 AM Call to Order
Business Meeting
3. Sign Riley County
Personnel Action Form(s)
The Board of County
Commissioners signed Riley
County Personnel Action
Forms for the following:
Don Mike Shelton, a new
hire, as a Public Works
Operator II, in the Road &
Bridge Department, at a grade I
step 2, at $16.68 per hour.
Eric Poulin, a new hire, as
a Public Works Operator II, in
the
Road
&
Bridge
Department, at a grade I step 2,
at $16.68 per hour.
4. Resolution to adopt the
Region I Hazard Mitigation
Plan
Move
to
approve
“Resolution No. 100515-32,
Adopting the Central Kansas
(Region I) Multi-Hazard,
Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard
Mitigation Plan.”
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: B
e
n
Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Review Minutes
5. Board of Riley County
Commissioners - Regular
Meeting - Oct 1, 2015 8:30 AM
Move to approve the minutes.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Holeman said Representative Highland has agreed to
support the Board’s proposed
legislation to supplement the
tax foreclosure process.
Boyd asked about the
Nelson’s Landing sewer project
status.
Holeman said staff is working with the City on a potential
sewer district.
9:20 AM
Break

10. Downtown Manhattan
update - Gina Scroggs (5 minutes)
11. Riley County Police
Department - Captain Josh
Kyle (3 minutes)
Kyle stated last month overall crime was at record low levels.
Kyle said a consistent crime
trend is guns being stolen from
vehicles.
12.
Okt-FLU-ber Fest Jessica Fiscus (4 Minutes)
Fiscus stated Okt-FLU-ber
Fest will be Thursday, October,
8th from 3-7 p.m. at Pottorf
Hall.
13. Big Lakes Developmental Center update - Lori
Feldkamp (5 minutes)
Feldkamp stated there are
more changes for people with
intellectual
disabilities.
Feldkamp
discussed
the
KanCare Waiver Integration.
Feldkamp discussed the
HCBS
Transition
Plan
Overview.
14.
National 4-H Week John Jobe (5 minutes)

7. Discuss Press Conference
9:00 AM Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
Administrative Services

Jobe said the 2nd Annual 4H 5K will be held this Sunday
at 2:00 p.m.

8. Administrative
Session

15.
Employee Training
Day-Columbus Day, Oct 12 Cindy Volanti (2 minutes)

Work

9. Pending County Projects
County Counselor

County Employee Training
Day will be held on Columbus
Day, October 12th at the
Kansas Farm Bureau facility.
10:00 AM
S h e l l y
Williams,
Community
Corrections Director
16.
Update

Monthly

Staff

Williams
reported
on
Community Corrections quarterly report outcomes.

9:30 AM Press Conference

Jobe reported this week is
National 4-H Week. Jobe said
this is the kickoff to the 4-H
year. Jobe discussed 4-H yearly
highlights.

6. Tentative Agenda
Press Conference Topics

Volanti

reported

Riley

10:15 AM
Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services
17. Executive session to discuss confidential legal advice
regarding pending litigation
issues
10:20 AM
Move that
the County Commission recess
into executive session on pending litigation for the purpose of
consultation with an attorney
for the County Commission,
Clancy Holeman, Riley County
Counselor, which would be
deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship, an
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, the open meeting
to resume in the County
Commission Chambers at
11:00 a.m.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
11:03 AM
Move that the County
Commission recess into executive session on potential litigation for the purpose of consultation with an attorney for the
County Commission, Clancy
Holeman,
Riley
County
Counselor, which would be
deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship, an
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, the open meeting
to resume in the County
Commission Chambers at
11:10 a.m.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
11:10 AM
Move to go out of executive
session.
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RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Robert
Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B
e
n
Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

When blogger Sarah Karp
started digging through a pile
of Chicago Public School
papers in 2013, neither she nor
anyone else could have imagined that her curiosity and
sense of public service would
lead to the downfall of the
nation’s third largest school
district’s top official.
Last Thursday, former
Chicago Public School CEO
Barbara Byrd-Bennett was
indicted by a federal grand jury
for funneling no-bid CPS contracts to former employers in
exchange for kickbacks.
Sarah Karp, whose son
attends sixth grade at a Chicago
public school, said while
reviewing CPS paperwork, she
found that the CPS Board had
quietly approved a $20-million
contract with SUPES Academy,
a non-profit educational group
where Byrd-Bennett had
worked before taking charge of
Chicago Public Schools.
That scenario didn’t set right
with Karp. She wrote in July
2013 about her findings on
Catalyst Chicago, a blog that
covers urban school issues.
“After covering CPS for
almost a decade, I knew it was
unheard of for the district to
award a no-bid contract of that
magnitude, especially for
something that other organizations are able to handle. It was
suspicious for SUPES, a small
company not well known to
education experts in the city, to
be awarded such a large contract,” she explained.
Not only did the information
concern Ms. Karp, her story on
Catalyst Chicago caught the
eye of Chicago Public Schools’

Inspector
General
Jim
Sullivan. Before long, the
Chicago area FBI was looking
into the deal.
“Graft and corruption in our
city’s public school system
tears at the fabric of a vital
resource for the children of
Chicago,” said Zachary T.
Fardon, United States Attorney
for the Northern District of
Illinois. “School officials and
city vendors who abuse the
public trust will be held
accountable.”
At a press conference
announcing the indictment of
Byrd-Bennett and two former
associates, Fardon acknowledged Sarah Karp’s reporting
as igniting the investigation.
He also said that ByrdBennett was cooperating with
authorities and was expected to
plead guilty to the charges at
her arraignment scheduled for
October 13, 2015.
Before taking a job at CPS,
from 2011 to April 2012, ByrdBennett served as a consultant
for SUPES Academy, a professional group based in Wilmette,
Illinois that trains school
administrators. There, ByrdBennett worked with Gary
Solomon and Thomas Vranas,
who owned and operated
SUPES.
Karp said finding the connection
between
ByrdBennett’s past employment and
the CPS no-bid contract triggered more digging.
“I discovered Byrd-Bennett
had worked for the company as
a consultant,” Karp said.
“What’s more, there was evidence that she was still working for another Solomon and
Vranas company after she took
a position with CPS.”
Karp found that while Byrd-
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No binding action was taken
during the executive session.


 





Move to direct staff to take
action as directed in executive
session.





11:00 AM
Move to go out of executive
session.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

No binding action was taken
during the executive session.

Move to adjourn.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Move to direct staff to take
action as directed in executive
session.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd,
County Commissioner

11:35 AM
Adjournment

Chicago Public School Superintendent
indicted thanks to mother with a blog
By Fran Eaton and Dennis
LaComb
Watchdog
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Bennett consulted for CPS
between May 2012 and
October 12, 2012, she continued to stay involved in a second Solomon-Vranas entity.
After the short CPS consulting
stint, Byrd-Bennett assumed
the role of CPS’ chief executive
officer until she resigned in
May 2015.
Beginning in April 2012, the
federal indictment says, ByrdBennett,
Solomon
and
Vranas
“knowingly
devised, intended to devise,
and participated in a scheme to
defraud and to obtain money
and property from CPS” by
fraudulent means.
Byrd-Bennett is said to have
agreed to accept bribes and
kickbacks that would be paid
by $127,000 being deposited
into each of her twin grandsons’ “college tuition accounts”
when she returned to SUPES as
an employee–even if for just a
day.
An email from Solomon to
Byrd on December 6, 2012
said, “It is our assumption, that
the distribution will serve as a
signing bonus upon your return
to SUPES/Synesi. If you only
join for the day, you will be the
highest paid person on the
planet for that day. Regardless,
it will be paid out on day one.”
For the agreed upon fee,
Byrd-Bennett provided information to Solomon and Vranas
about proposal requests, spoke
on the company’s behalf to
encourage contract obligations,
asked for help of specific
CPS officials and falsely represented that she had formally
resigned from the SUPES
Academy.
As
a
result,
ByrdBennett was charged with 15
counts of mail fraud and five
counts of wire fraud for the

emails scheming fraud of federal and state taxpayers. Each
count is punishable by up to 20
years in prison, in addition to
hundreds of thousands of dollars in fines.
Karp said that when she first
began requesting information
from CPS, she was treated
as “an enemy” and her requests
were, for the most part,
ignored.
“You know, if the enemy is
somebody that tries to make
sure that somebody’s not stealing from the government that
the mayor runs, than I guess
I’m the enemy,” Karp told a
local television reporter.
But a system like the
Chicago Public Schools that is
pleading for higher and higher
property taxes and closing
doors of neighborhood schools
in attempts to cut costs has no
business wasting millions of
taxpayer dollars, Karp said.
“This is something that my
kid, other kids, they need,
depend on. And, you know,
there are so many people out
there scrambling and worried
about what’s going to happen
over the next month. It’s just
not a good day to say money
was wasted,” Karp said.
Since the 2012 story, Karp
moved to research and write for
Chicago-based
Better
Government Association, a
transparency group known for
its efforts rooting out public
corruption.
As a result of Karp’s work,
the district cancelled the
SUPES contract in April 2015,
when the federal investigation
came to light. SUPES received
$12 million of the $20.5 million no-bid contract.
Prosecutors say they will
seek restitution from the company and its owners.

 

12345.4&
12345.4&
!"#$%&'"()(!"#$%&$#





 



 












1256574&





*%&+,(DQG(-''.',
*%&+,(
D Q G (-''.',







 

Department for Aging
and Disability Services

!89:4&
!89:4&
/'&0#1(2&,3"()(450,"
/'&0#1(2
&,3"()(450,"

3A

Thursday, October 15, 2015

Manhattan Free Press

Government The Big Spenders, 2014

AG Schmidt:
Federal court
blocks
‘WOTUS’
TOPEKA – (October 9,
2015) – A federal appeals court
today blocked implementation
nationwide
of
the
Environmental
Protection
Agency regulation commonly
known as the “Waters of the
U.S.” or WOTUS rule, Kansas
Attorney
General
Derek
Schmidt said.
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The U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 6th Circuit issued a stay
prohibiting the rule from taking
effect while a number of legal
challenges
remain
pending. The stay had been
requested by Kansas and 17
other states challenging the
WOTUS rule in that proceeding.
“A stay temporarily silences
the whirlwind of confusion that
springs from uncertainty about
the requirements of the new
Rule and whether they will survive legal testing,” the court
said in its ruling. “A stay honors the policy of cooperative
federalism that informs the
Clean Water Act and must
attend the shared responsibility
for safeguarding the nation’s
waters.”
Schmidt welcomed
court’s decision.

Nanny State of the Week:
Tag too dangerous for children
By Eric Boehm
Watchdog
A school
district
in
Washington state has banned
tag, the popular game, because
it’s too violent for today’s children.
School district officials told
a local television station that
students are told to keep their
hands to themselves during
recess.
“The rationale behind this is
to ensure the physical and emotional safety of all students,”
wrote school district spokeswoman Mary Grady in an
email to Q-13 Fox in Seattle.
“School staffs are working with
students in the classroom to
ensure that there are many
alternative games available at
recess and during unsupervised
play, so that our kids can still
have fun, be with their friends,
move their bodies and give
their brains a break.”
Kids who want some physical activity can sign up for one
of the school district’s sports
team — and pay the accompanying $190 fee, which was just
increased by $15 this year,
according to the district’s website. But chasing your classmates around the playground
during recess is officially off-

limits.
That’s not sitting well with
some parents who believe their
children need a small break of
unorganized playtime during
the school day.
A Facebook group started by
one parent who has two children attending district schools
calls for “supporting Tag at
recess.” It already has more
than 430 members.
“I played tag,” said Melissa
Neher, the woman who started
the group. “I survived.”
Regardless of the benefits of
games like Tag, school districts
everywhere are trying to cut
down on kids’ social behavior
at recess. There have been
countless stories about schools
banning dodgeball, while others have gone as far as banning
any and all competitive activities. A school in New Jersey
recently banned hugging, and a
school in Ohio suspended a student last week for engaging
another student in a “staring
contest.”
It’s only a matter of time
before they come for the
swings too — oh, wait, they
banned those in Richmond,

Washington already.
At least one school district
has gone as far as instituting a
blanket ban on any running at
recess. Just sit there quietly and
wait until we tell you to go
back inside, kids.
MORE NANNIES: School
bans lip balm, so 11 year-old
girl fights back
Anyway, officials at Mercer
Island School District say they
will reconsider the ban on playing tag.
“It’s regretful that what
seemed to be a well-intentioned
desire to help protect kids has
taken a life of its own,” said
Gay Plano, the district superintendent, told the Mercer Island
Reporter.
What he really means, of
course, is that he would have
preferred for no parents to have
made such a fuss about the new
policy and allowed the school
district’s nannyism to carry-on
unchecked.
So, “tag,” Mercer Island
School District. You’re it. And
by “it,” we mean that you’re
the Nanny State of the Week.

Classifieds...
For Sale
20’ 40’ 45’ 48’ 53’ Storage
containers centralcontainer.net
or 785 655 9430
Help Wanted
City of Oberlin, Kansas now
hiring a full-time police officer
and electric journeyman lineman. Excellent benefit, community. EOE. Apply at
w w w. o b e r l i n - k a n s a s . c o m
Email
to
srush@oberlinkansas.gov
Help Wanted
Can You Dig It? Heavy
Equipment Operator Career!
We Offer Training and
Certifications
Running
Bulldozers, Backhoes and
Excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement.
VA
Benefits
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497
Help
Wanted/Truck
Driver
Butler
Transport Your
Partner In Excellence. CDL
Class A Drivers Needed. Sign
on Bonus. All miles paid. 1800-528-7825 or www.butlertransport.com
Help
Wanted/Truck
Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring
Class A drivers to run from
Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits!
www.convoysystems.com Call
Lori 1-800-926-6869 ext. 303.
Hunting,
Sports,
Recreation
#1 in Hunting Leases. The

Best Land = The Most Success.
www.BaseCampLeasing.com/h
unt 866-309-1507. Lease your
private hunting spot now.
Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW OCT. 17-18

“The court today agreed with
us that this rule should be put
on hold until a final determination has been made as to
whether the EPA had the
authority to issue this regulation,” Schmidt said. “We will
continue our fight to ask the
courts to permanently block the
WOTUS rule, which is a clear
overreach of federal authority.
For now, Kansas farmers and
ranchers and others affected by
this regulatory change can take
comfort in knowing the new
regulations are not in effect.”
A total of 31 states and
numerous private groups have
filed 14 separate lawsuits challenging the WOTUS rule.
Kansas is part of a group of 11
states whose challenge was
filed in federal court in the
Southern District of Georgia.
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The Conservative Side...
Federal judge gives
fracking a break from
BLM regulations
By Marjorie Haun |
Watchdog
The oil and gas industry
which has advanced the
American energy revolution of
hydraulic fracturing started off
the month of October with an
unexpected victory over a longtime, regulatory antagonist.
On Sept. 30, the U.S. Bureau
of Land Management’s “fracking” rules released in March
were suspended indefinitely by
U.S. District Judge Scott
Skavdahl. Skavdahl, of the
Wyoming District Court,
responded to lawsuits brought
by the states of Colorado, Utah,
Wyoming and North
Dakota, along with the
Independent
Petroleum
Association of America and the
Western Energy Alliance, by
granting the plaintiffs an
injunction against the BLM’s
rules for fracking on public and
tribal lands. The Ute Indian
Tribe, which owns a 4.5 million-acre, energy-rich reservation in northern Utah, also
joined the effort to block the
federal agency’s prohibitive
regulations.
According to legal analysis,
the lawsuits argued Congress
gave authority to regulate the
underground injection of fluids,
required in the fracking
process, or water resources, not
to the BLM, but to the
Environmental
Protection
Agency. Skavdahl explained,
“regulation of an activity must
be by Congressional authority,
not administrative fiat.”
The lawsuits also argued that
the BLM’s “rule-making
process was legally deficient,
and that the final rules lack factual or scientific support.”
The key components of the
BLM rule addressed the usual
concerns of fracking, such as
groundwater contamination– of
which there are still no cases
of—chemical disclose and storage for recovered fluids from
fracking.
Over the years, BLM’s track
record has been filled with
many wins pushing restrictive
regulations, which may explain
the over-step into another
agency’s
territory.
The
agency’s footprint on fracking
can be seen in each of the states
and the Indian nation that
decided to fight back.
North Dakota was one of the
first states to bring a lawsuit
against the BLM, which, like
other western states where
fracking occurs, has a strong
regulatory framework to guide
the industry. According to The
Bakken Magazine, “North
Dakota Attorney General
Wayne Stenehjem said the state
was asking the court to invali-

date the BLM’s regulations
because they interfere with its
comprehensive oil and gas
development rules and environmental protection standards.”
Stenehjem also said the EPA
has already been empowered to
monitor the safety of underground water resources.
Companies seeking to do
exploration and extraction of
oil and or natural gas in
Colorado, for example, have
been impeded by onerous BLM
Environmental
Impact
Statements (EIS), and restrictions on road building and
other activities necessary to
access drilling sites. The BLM
has often sided with environmentalist groups in denying
fracking leases or withdrawing
pending leases. In 2012, the
BLM stirred up controversy
when, under pressure from
environmentalist groups in
western Colorado, it withdrew
20,000 acres of qualifying
parcels from available fracking
leases.
The BLM in the state of Utah
also faces pressure from environmentalist groups, which
threaten to sue when a proposal
for fracking or shale extraction
on public land is introduced. In
January 2014, the Deseret
News reported that the BLM
drew backlash from oil and gas
producers when it decided to
withdraw 57 parcels from
potential fracking leases due to
a “last minute request from one
special-interest group.”
According to the report, the
area BLM director, Juan Palma,
met secretly with the Utah
Rock Art Research Association,
which did not make their concerns public during the obligatory comment period, violating
BLM’s own rules. Despite the
fact that oil companies conducted $500,000 worth of prior
environmental impact research
on the disputed parcels, Utah
environmentalist
groups
cheered the BLM’s actions.
The Ute Indian Tribe, whose
large reservation is in north-

eastern Utah, squared off
against the BLM following
years of regulations which Ute
leaders say are “contrary to
tribal interests.” In a Deseret
News article of June 25, 2015,
the Ute Tribe Business
Committee Chairman, Shaun
Chapoose cited the lack of need

for the BLM’s proposed restrictions:
“With over 50 years of
hydraulic fracturing operations
on
the
Uintah-Ouray
Reservation, there has not been
a single documented instance
of groundwater contamination.
This corresponds with findings

in the recent EPA study assessing the potential impacts of
hydraulic fracturing on drinking water resources.”
In 2013, Wyoming Gov.
Matt Mead sparred with
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell,
who over sees the BLM, over
BLM regulations that were not

only expensive, but had no discernible benefit. According to
an article in Forbes, Wyoming,
at the time BLM proposed its
new fracking regulations,
already had in place some of
the strictest rules in the country
governing oil and gas extraction.
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Kansas Football Schedule

Kansas State Football Schedule
Date
Sat. Sep 5

Opponent
South Dakota

Time/Result
KSU 35-0

Record
0-0 1-0

Date
9/5/2015

Opponent
South Dakota State

Sat. Sep 12, 2015

Texas San Antonio

KSU 30-3

0-0 2-0

Sat. Sep 19, 2015

Louisiana Tech

KSU 39-33

0-0 3-0

Sat. Oct 3, 2015

Oklahoma State

KSU 34-36

0-1 3-1
0-2 3-2

9/12/2015
9/26/2015
10/3/2015
10/10/2015
10/17/2015
10/24/2015
10/31/2015
11/7/2015
11/14/2015
11/21/2015
11/28/2015

Memphis (Band Day)
Lawrence, Kan. KU 23-55
Rutgers
Piscataway, NJ KU 14 - 27
Iowa State
Ames, Iowa
KU 13 - 38
Baylor
Lawrence, Kan. KU 7 - 66
Texas Tech
Lawrence, Kan. TBA
Oklahoma State Stillwater, Okla.
TBA
Oklahoma (Homecoming) Lawrence, Kan. TBA
Texas
Austin, Texas
TBA
TCU
Fort Worth, TexasTBA
West Virginia
Lawrence, Kan. TBA
Kansas State
Lawrence, Kan. TBA

Sat. Oct 10, 2015

TCU Horned Frogs

KSU 52 - 55

Sat. Oct 17, 2015

Oklahoma Sooners

Manhattan

Sat. Oct 24, 2015

Texas Longhorns

Austin, TX

Thur. Nov 5, 2015

Baylor Bears

Manhattan

Sat. Nov 14, 2015

Texas Tech

Lubbock, TX

Sat. Nov 21, 2015

Iowa State Cyclones

Manhattan

Sat. Nov 28, 2015
Sat. Dec 5, 2015

Kansas Jayhawks
West Virginia

Lawrence, KS
Manhattan

6:30 PM

Baylor Football Schedule
Date
09/04/15
09/12/15
09/26/15
10/03/15
10/10/15
10/17/15
10/24/15
11/05/15
11/14/15
11/21/15
11/27/15
12/05/15

at
vs.
vs.
vs.
at
vs.
vs.
at
vs.
at
at
vs.

Opponent / Event
SMU
Lamar
Rice
Texas Tech *
Kansas *
West Virginia *
Iowa State *
Kansas State *
Oklahoma *
Oklahoma State *
TCU *
Texas *

Location
Dallas, Texas
Waco, Texas
Waco, Texas
Arlington, Texas
Lawrence, Kan.
Waco, Texas
Waco, Texas
Manhattan, Kan.
Waco, Texas
Stillwater, Okla.
Fort Worth, Texas
Waco, Texas

Time /
Result
6:00
BU 56-21
6:30 p.m. BU 66-31
2:00 p.m. BU 70-17
TBA
BU 63-35
TBA
BU 66-7
TBA
TBA
6:30 p.m. CT
TBA
TBA
6:30 p.m. CT
TBA

Opponent
Akron
Tennessee
Tulsa
West Virginia *
Texas *
Kansas State *
Texas Tech *
Kansas *
Iowa State *
Baylor *
TCU *
Oklahoma State *

Location
Norman
at Knoxville, Tenn.
Norman
Norman
at Dallas, Texas
at Manhattan, Kan.
Norman
at Lawrence, Kan.
Norman
at Waco, Texas
Norman
at Stillwater, Okla.

Time (CT)
6:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Record
0-0
0-0
0-0
1-0
2-0

Results
OU 41-3
OU 31-24
OU 52-38
OU 44-24
TX 24-17

1-0
2-0
3-0
4-0
5-0

Record
0-0 1-0
0-0 2-0
0-0 3-0
1-0 4-0
1-1 4-1

TCU Football Schedule
Date
09/03/15
09/12/15
09/19/15
09/26/15
10/03/15
10/10/15
10/17/15
10/29/15
11/07/15
11/14/15
11/21/15
11/27/15

Opponent / Event
at Minnesota
vs. Stephen F. Austin
vs. SMU
at Texas Tech *
vs. Texas (Homecoming) *
at Kansas State *
at Iowa State *
vs. West Virginia *
at Oklahoma State *
vs. Kansas *
at Oklahoma *
vs. Baylor *

Location
Minneapolis, Minn.
Fort Worth, Texas
Fort Worth, Texas
Lubbock, Texas
Fort Worth, Texas
Manhattan, Kan.
Ames, Iowa
Fort Worth, Texas
Stillwater, Okla.
Fort Worth, Texas
Norman, Okla.
Fort Worth, Texas

Time /
TCU 21-17
TCU 70-7
TCU 56-37
TCU 55-52
TCU 50-7
TCU 55-52
TBA
6:30 p.m. CT
TBA
TBA
TBA
6:30 p.m. CT

Opponent
Notre Dame
Rice
California
Oklahoma State
TCU
Oklahoma
K-State
Iowa State
Kansas
West Virginia
Texas Tech
Baylor

Location
South Bend, Ind.
Austin, Texas
Austin, Texas
Austin, Texas
Fort Worth, Texas
Dallas, Texas
Austin, Texas
Ames, Iowa
Austin, Texas
Morgantown, W.Va.
Austin, Texas
Waco, Texas

Result
TU 3-38
TU 42-28
TU 44-45
TU 27-30
TU 7-50
TU 24-17
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
6:30 p.m.
TBA

0-2
0-3
0-4
0-5

Date
Sat, Sep 05
Sat, Sep 12
Sat, Sep 19
Sat, Oct 03
Sat, Oct 10
Sat, Oct 17
Sat, Oct 24
Sat, Oct 31
Sat, Nov 07
Sat, Nov 14
Sat, Nov 21
Sat, Nov 28
* Conference Games

Opponent / Event
Northern Iowa
Iowa
Toledo
Kansas *
Texas Tech *
TCU *
Baylor *
Texas *
Oklahoma *
Oklahoma State *
Kansas State *
West Virginia *

Location
Ames, Iowa
Ames, Iowa
Toledo, Ohio
Ames, Iowa
Lubbock, Texas
Ames, Iowa
Waco, Texas
Ames, Iowa
Norman, Oklahoma
Ames, Iowa
Manhattan, Kansas
Morgantown, W.V.

Time / Result
ISU
31-7
ISU
17-31
ISU
3-30 2OT
ISU
38-13
ISU
31 - 66
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Record
0-0
0-0
0-0
1-0
11

1-0
1-1
1-2
2-2
2-3

Oklahoma State Football Schedule
DATE
Thu, Sept3
Sat, Sept 12
Sat, Sept 19
Sat, Sept 26
Sat, Oct 3
Sat, Oct 10
Sat, Oct 24
Sat, Oct 31
Sat, Nov 7
Sat, Nov 14
Sat, Nov 21
Sat, Nov 28

OPPONENT
@ Cent Michigan
vs Cent Arkansas
vs UTSA
@ Texas
vs Kansas State
@ West Virginia
vs Kansas
@ Texas Tech
vs TCU
@ Iowa State
vs Baylor
vs Oklahoma

RESULT/TIME
OSU 24-13
OSU 32-8
OSU 69-14
OSU 30-27
OSU 36-34
OSU 33-26
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

RECORD
0-0
1-0
0-0
2-0
0-0
3-0
1-0
4-0
2-0
5-0
3-0
6-0

Texas Tech Football Schedule
Record
0-0 1-0
0-0 2-0
0-0 3-0
1-0 4-0
2-0 5-0
3-0 6-0

Date
09/05/15
09/12/15
09/19/15
09/26/15
10/03/15
10/10/15
10/17/15
10/24/15
10/31/15
11/07/15
11/14/15
11/26/15

Record
0-0 0-1
0-0 1-1
0-0 1-2
0-1 1-3
0-2 1-4
1-2 2-4

Date
Opponent / Event
Location
Sep 05, 2015
Georgia Southern
ROOT Sports
Sep 12, 2015
Liberty
ROOT Sports
Sep 26, 2015
Maryland
Oct 03, 2015
at Oklahoma*
Oct 10, 2015
Oklahoma State* (Homecoming)
Oct 17, 2015
at Baylor*
Oct 29, 2015
at TCU*
Nov 07, 2015
Texas Tech* (Mountaineer Week)
Nov 14, 2015
Texas*
Nov 21, 2015
at Kansas*
Nov 28, 2015
Iowa State*
Dec 05, 2015
at Kansas State*
* Big 12 Conference game

Texas Football Schedule
Date
9/5/2015
9/12/2015
9/19/2015
9/26/2015
10/3/2015
10/10/2015
10/24/2015
10/31/2015
11/7/2015
11/14/2015
11/26/2015
12/5/2015

0-0
0-0
0-1
0-2

Iowa State Football Schedule

Oklahoma Football Schedule
Date
Sat, Sep 05
Sat, Sep 12
Sat, Sep 19
Sat, Oct 03
Sat, Oct 10
Sat, Oct 17
Sat, Oct 24
Sat, Oct 31
Sat, Nov 07
Sat, Nov 14
Sat, Nov 21
Sat, Nov 28

Location
Time/Result Record
Lawrence, Kan. KU 38-41
0-0 0-1

Opponent / Event
vs. Sam Houston State
vs. UTEP
at Arkansas
vs. TCU *
vs. Baylor *
vs. Iowa State *
at Kansas *
at Oklahoma *
vs. Oklahoma State *
at West Virginia *
vs. Kansas State *
at Texas *

Location
Lubbock, Texas
Lubbock, Texas
Fayetteville, Ark.
Lubbock, Texas
Arlington, Texas
Lubbock, Texas
Lawrence, Kan.
Norman, Okla.
Lubbock, Texas
Morgantown, W.V.
Lubbock, Texas
Austin, Texas

Time /
TT 59-45
TT 69-20
TT 35-24
TT 52-55
TT 35-63
TT 66-31
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
6:30 p.m. CT

Record
0-0 1-0
0-0 2-0
0-0 3-0
0-1 3-1
0-2 3-2
1-2 4-2

West Virgina Football Schedule
Result
Record
WV 44-0
0-0 1-0
WV 41-17
0-0 2-0
WV 45-6
0-0 3-0
WV 24-44
1-0 4-0
TBA
TBA
7:30 PM
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
All times Eastern
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Kansas State Falls Late In The Game, Again
By Tonya Ricklefs
Manhattan Free Press
It became clear early in the
game Saturday that Snyder ball
was the game plan for the
Wildcats on Saturday. With
exception of a quick 86-yard
touchdown quickly executed
by TCU very early in the game,
the first half of the game by the
Wildcats was almost exactly
what you would want to see
from them in every game.
They held TCU to only 95
yards of rushing offense in the
first half of the game. K-State
was successful with keeping
control of the ball on ground.
The other impressive first half
statistic was that K-State had
the ball over 22 minutes in the
first half, compared to TCU’s 7
minutes and 13 seconds. When
the teams went in at halftime,
the score was KSU 35 to TCU’s
17 points. It seemed that as
long as Kansas State could continue to ball Snyder ball, the
game would be there’s.
So, by now, I am sure you
know the ending to this Grimm
fairytale. Kansas State had the
#2 team in country getting
counted out, and then gave
them oxygen. So, what the
Cats not do in the second half.

Kansas State Quarterback Joe Hubener (on the ground, to the right) scores again for Kansas State.
First, and possibly the most
painful to watch was the
offense switch over to a passing
game. I know by now we have

The Crowd in the new north endzine.

heard Coach Snyder’s explanation about not blowing a two
touchdown lead as the Cats did
in Stillwater last weekend, but I

am still not sure if that explains
it all. K-State’s success had
been built on the fact that
Hubener could almost always

move that ball on the ground.
He accounted for five of the
touchdowns in the game. Even
if the Cats decided to put the

ball in the air, the most success
was with short passes, which
still didn’t seem to be the play
of choice.
The other frustration seemed
to be the fact that on the Cats
defense, the secondary just was
not able to cover the talented
TCU offense. The Wildcats
still kept possession of the ball
quite a bit, but the rest did not
seem to improve the defensive
coverage in the second,
throughout the game, the highlight of the defense of Elijah
Lee who intercepted Boykin
twice.
What is the take away in a
heart breaker of a game like
this? First, Hubener is a
machine getting into the end
zone on the ground. He and the
Wildcats offensive line can get
it done. You would think that a
game where you have 45
points, you would pull out a
win, but the Wildcats will need
to work on being able to cover
a talented Big 12 offense. The
Cats have a week to regroup
before Oklahoma comes to
town, a school coming off a
painful Texas loss at the Cotton
Bowl. The game will be at Bill
Snyder Family Stadium at
2:30pm and it is the
Homecoming game.

Runningback Justin Silmon (32) picks up good yardage on this play. (Photos by Jon A. Brake)

Kansas State’s Widereceiver Zach Reuter goes up to get another pass.

Deante Burton (6) a Widereceiver for the can takes a pass from Hubener and then
turns up field.
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Kansas State squanders big lead, falls 52-45 to No. 2 TCU
MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) _
Two weeks ago, Kansas State
had won 49 straight games
when leading at halftime.
Now, the Wildcats have lost
two in a row.
Trevone Boykin threw for
301 yards and two touchdowns,
the second a 55-yard strike to
Josh Doctson with 1:10 left in
the game, and second-ranked
TCU rallied from a big deficit
to beat the Wildcats 52-45 on
Saturday night.
``We tried to possess the ball
last week and lost a two-touchdown lead doing it,'' Kansas
State coach Bill Snyder said,
referring to a 36-34 loss at
Oklahoma State and defending
his decision to air it out with a
35-17 lead in the second half
Saturday night.
``I was proud of our youngsters because they didn't give
in,'' Snyder continued. ``We
didn't play well enough to win,
but I think the way they came
back from last week's ballgame
(showed) passion, spirit and
determination that I hadn't seen
this year.''
Along with his prolific passing, Boykin also ran for 124
yards and two scores for the
Horned Frogs (6-0, 3-0 Big
12). Aaron Green added 124
yards and two touchdowns
rushing, while Doctson had
eight catches for 155 yards and
two touchdowns.
None was bigger than his
catch-and-run just 30 seconds
after Jack Cantele had connected on a 37-yard field goal for
Kansas State (3-2, 0-2) to knot
the game 45-all.
``If you want to win in this
conference, you have to win on
the road,'' Boykin said.
``Coming from behind shows
the kind of fight we have in this
team.''
Joe Hubener ran for 111
yards and four touchdowns to
lead the Wildcats. But he also
threw an interception that was
returned 60 yards for a score
early in the second half, then
fumbled in the final minute,
when Kansas State was trying
to drive for another tying
touchdown.
Charles Jones finished with
75 yards rushing and two
scores for Kansas State.
``It's pretty painful to have
one of the top teams in the
nation on the ropes and not be
able to finish,'' Wildcats defensive end Jordan Willis said.
``You can't allow big plays,
especially when you have a
team that can score quick.''
The Horned Frogs got off to
the explosive start they wanted
when Green took the opening
handoff 86 yards for a touchdown. It was the fourth-longest
run in TCU history, and the

Kansas State’s defense put on a good first half shop against the Nations No. 2 TCU Horned Frogs. In the second half the Cat’s defense game up
too many big plays. Here Defensive End Marquel Bryant (45) gets to Trevone Boykin to stop the pass. (Photos by Ben Brake)
longest
since
LaDainian
Tomlinson's 89-yard run
against UTEP in 2000.
Kansas State marched 64
yards for an answering touchdown, the first of Hubener's
scoring runs, before TCU
regained the lead on Boykin's
32-yard toss to Doctson in the
end zone.
The Wildcats refused to be
rattled, though.
Hubener calmly led them the
other way, twice converting
third downs, before scampering
in from 17 yards out. And after
the Horned Frogs got a field
goal from Jaden Oberkrom,
Kansas State struck for two
more touchdowns: Jones
sprinted 28 yards up the middle
for the first, and after Elijah
Lee picked off Boykin,
Hubener sneaked in from a
yard out for a 35-17 halftime
lead.
It was the most points TCU
had allowed in a half since
2004.
``The first half they kicked
our butts, to be honest with
you,'' TCU coach Gary
Patterson said, adding that his
players spent the week laughing and joking in practice. ``I
told our guys what it's like to
come here and play and they
didn't believe me. Now they
believe me.''

Needing a spark to silence
the third-largest crowd in
Kansas State history, the
Horned Frogs got it immediately out of the half. Derrick
Kindred stepped in front of
Hubener's pass and ran
untouched for a touchdown,
quieting what had been a roaring mob of 53,671 purple-clad
fans.
``I felt like it brought a spark
to our sideline,'' Kindred said.
``It gave us hope.''
The Horned Frogs trimmed
the lead to 35-31 on Green's
touchdown run, and 42-37 on
Boykin's 14-yard run. After
forcing a punt, they finally
pulled ahead when Boykin took
a read-option over the right
side and raced untouched 69
yards for a touchdown with
6:07 left in the game.
The
Wildcats
quickly
marched the other way, and
TCU's defense was again on
the ropes. But the drive stalled,
and Cantele's 37-yard field goal
knotted the game 45-all with
1:52 left.
Plenty of time for Boykin
and Doctson to do their thing.
``The options were run,
throw it or kick the field goal,''
Snyder said. ``Obviously the
field goal was the wrong thing
to do. That's one of those choices.''

Quarterback Joe Hubener (8) set up for a long pass. The Cats had a great second
quarter but could on move the ball in the third with hurt them.

Charles Jones (24) heads for the sidelines after breaking through the Horned Frogs
defensive line.

Jordan Willis (75) Defensive End took his turn at giving Trevone Boykin a hard time.
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