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(Editor’s Note: Last month

the Manhattan Free Press

started it 24th year of  service

to Manhattan, Riley County

and Kansas State University.

This is a Reprint from: The

International Society Of

Weekly Newspaper Editors in

2000.)

By Allison Rosewicz
Junior Communications
Major, Missouri Southern
State College

Running a newspaper alone

seems next to impossible, but

Jon Brake, editor and publisher

of the Manhattan, Kan., Free

Press, makes it happen.

"I sell the ads, write the

news, attend the meetings, take

the photos, lay out the paper,

take it to the press, deliver to

the stores and do the billing,"

he said.

Unfortunately, that is not all

the work being the sole staff

member entails.

"I also clean the bathroom on

Saturday," Brake said.

The Manhattan Free Press is

published on Thursdays, so

Wednesdays can be hectic.

Brake’s wife, Linda, owns

Roche’s Family Hair Care in

Manhattan, but she occasional-

ly helps out with the paper.

"She will come in on

Wednesday if I am running

late," Brake said.

Although he loves what he

does now, Brake has not always

been involved with Journalism.

He attended Kansas State

University in Manhattan for

two and a half years as a histo-

ry major before being called for

active duty in Berlin, Germany,

in 1961. (Editor’s Note: We

spent one year at Fort Riley,

Ks. not in Germany.)

At age 22 Brake began sell-

ing advertising for a twice-

weekly newspaper in

Marysville, Kan. After seven

years in that job, he switched

careers and became a real estate

broker. Ten years later, in 1980,

Brake returned to journalism

business.

After more than 20 years of

working in journalism, Brake

started his own paper, the

Manhattan Free Press, in 1991. 

"I was tired of being fired by

others," he said.

The paper was started with

only $487. The first office on

Poyntz Avenue cost $300 a

month, but the office owner

offered Brake a special of six

months free rent. Brake also

convinced a computer store to

sell him a used Mac in

exchange for free advertising.

Following that exchange,

however, advertising went

downhill.

"The first issue was one

week late because I could not

sell the ads," Brake said. "I had

the news ready to go, but every

time I talked to an advertiser,

they thought it was a good idea,

but they wanted to see the first

issue. Which comes first, the

newspaper or advertising?"

The second week Brake

came up with a different strate-

gy. He offered a double-truck

ad to a furniture store and a

full-page ad to a car dealer at

half price if they paid in

advance.

"That did the trick," he said.

"That first Thursday morn-

ing was special."

Brake had 2,000 newspapers

in bundles of 100. He planned

on rolling the newspapers,

loading them into his car and

throwing them up and down the

streets of Manhattan.

"After about 15 minutes, I

could see that this was going to

be a much large job than I had

planned," Brake said. "About

that time I heard people coming

down the hall."

His brother, Clark, and his

78-year-old mother had driven

45 miles to help, and they con-

tinued to do so each week.

"For the next two years, the

three of us looked like the

Beverly Hillbillies," Brake

said. "Our mother would be in

the back seat rolling papers,

and Clark and I would roll and

throw the papers. “A good time

was had by all.”"

Today the Free Press is dis-

tributed in is locations within

Manhattan. And advertising

definitely picked up after that

first disheartening week.

"For the first two years, I had

advertisers that paid every

week," Brake said. "I still have

advertisers that reach for their

checkbooks when they see me

coming."

The current circulation of the

Free Press is 2,000. It is a free

distribution paper, but 200 peo-

ple subscribe for $25.38 a year.

"Most subscribed because the

Free Press would be gone

before they could pick one up,"

Brake said. (Editor’s Note:

We do not have subscriptions

now.)

The Free Press currently

runs 20 to 24 tab pages. Brake

would like to get up to 32 pages

by the end of the year. He

would also like to see a slight

increase in the size of his staff.

"Four employees would be

nice," he said. "If and when

Linda retires, I hope she will

work full-time here. She knows

everyone and has a good, real

interest in the news of

Manhattan."

Brake and his wife stay very

busy, so it is hard to find time

for the rest of their family.

Brake has two sons with one

grandson and one granddaugh-

ter, and Linda has two sons

with four grandsons. But Brake

said no matter what, he and

Linda make time to be with

them.

On top of the stress of a

small staff and finding time for

family, Brake has to worry

about competition with two of

the best newspapers in Kansas.

he Manhattan Mercury is a

10,000-circulation daily, and

the Kansas State University

paper, the Kansas State

Collegian, has a pressrun of

12,000 each weekday of the

college’s fall and spring semes-

ters. But Brake does not allow

the competition to intimidate

him.

In fact, he said having the

KSU paper near helps him. He

uses the university’s news serv-

ice items, and if its paper has a

good story, Brake uses it and

gives KSU credit. He also takes

photos at all the Wildcat foot-

ball games.

Brake said the Free Press has

its own place between the

Mercury and the Collegian

because his paper deals solely

with community issues rather

than national and college news.

"I think a newspaper should

report on everything the city,

county and school district is

doing," he said. "We run a lot of

memos, minutes, and charts. I

have never seen any budget

that I did not want to run."

Although Brake loves run-

ning a community paper, he

said it does come with its dis-

advantages. He said govern-

ment employees are often diffi-

cult to deal with because they

do not want to open public

records.

"In most cases it is because

their office has done something

they do not want the public to

know about," he said. "Several

years ago a county clerk would

make me wait three days each

week to get the approved min-

utes of the County

Commission. Today all of my

requests for open records must

go through the city manager’s

office. It is next to impossible

to get the county attorney or

attorney general to look into

open meeting or open records

violations."

Despite these difficulties,

Brake continues to believe that

working for a large newspaper

pales in comparison to practic-

ing community journalism.

"When invited to speak to

journalism classes, I tell them

that they cannot work for other

people and do what I do," he

said. "We cover city, county

and the school district in a way

that a large newspaper cannot."

So although Brake has not

always been interested in jour-

nalism, and even though he left

the field for a decade, he even-

tually could not resist the draw

of running a community news-

paper.

"It is more fun today, more

fun than anything I have ever

done," he said. 

(Editor’s Note: Jon and

Linda Brake started the Blue

Rapids, Ks Free Press in 2009

to go along with the

Manhattan Free Press.)

Priority 1 Improvements Phasing Strategy
Above is the priortized phasing strategy to implement improvements to Community House,

Douglass Center, and Bouglass Annex to maintain safe, code compliant indoor facilities and to pur-

sue development of new indoor recreation facilities to address unmet needs in the community.

Show Me The Money
Just when you think things

couldn’t get worse, they do. We

are not talking about the $18

trillion debt but the $270 mil-

lion debt of the City of

Manhattan, Ks.

Here is what Moody’s

Rating Service says about the

future of Manhattan:

“OUTLOOK

Outlooks are generally not

assigned to local government

credits with this amount of debt

outstanding

.WHAT COULD MAKE THE

RATING GO UP

• Sustained and significant

improvement in General Fund

reserves

• Substantial growth in the

city's tax base or improvement

in socioeconomic indicators”

And what is the answer by

the City of Manhattan? Same

as what the Manhattan Free

Press telling you for the past six

month - $30,000,000.00 to

$50,000,000.00 new indoor

parks and park facilities.

The Manhattan City

Commission Tuesday night

accepted a new Parks Plan

were the hired guns put forth

the new plan.

More than 250 pages of

“what the City need.”

Here is just part of a  page

telling about a new Indoor

Facilitity or what they propose

Three New Indoor Facilities:

One Large Indoor

Community Recreation

Center

The first delivery model of

developing and operating one

large indoor recreation center

by the City of Manhattan

would likely present the fol-

lowing advantages and disad-

vantages for the community:

Advantages

• More activity diversity and

offerings

• Larger volume spaces pro-

vide greater use flexibility

• Higher capital investment

and greater economies of scale

• More operational efficien-

cies, resulting in lower costs

• Higher potential for desti-

nation events, spill-over dollars

Strategies to Address

Unmet Needs for Indoor 

Facilities

The City of Manhattan has

evaluated alternatives to meet

unmet indoor facilities needs in

the community in the past.

This Plan differs in that it pro-

vides citizens and leaders with

a series of community-voiced

priorities and strategies for

future development of indoor

facilities by the City of

Manhattan.  These priorities

and strategies have been identi-

fied by the community and are

supported by the majority of

citizens based on the statistical-

ly valid survey results.

The highest unmet needs for

indoor facility spaces in the

Manhattan community identi-

fied through this Plan process

are as follows:

• Large volume multipur-

pose gymnaium space for:

- sports practices & training

- Basketball & volleyball

practices & games

- Off-season training for out-

door sports

• Walking-running track

• Cardio and strength train-

ing

• Multipurpose rooms,

including kitchen facilities, for:

- Group exercise classes

– Community meals

– Meetings

• Aquatics for (see also

Priority 4: Indoor Aquatics):

– Water therapy

– Swimming lessons

– Leisure swimming

– Competitive swimming

(future need, specifically

if/when K-State Natatorium is

closed)

Communities similar in size

to Manhattan typically meet

indoor facilities needs of their

citizens through one of two pri-

mary delivery models.  The

first delivery model is to devel-

op and operate one large indoor

community recreation center.

The second delivery model is

to develop and operate multiple

indoor neighborhood recreation

centers.  Each delivery model

has social, cultural, and eco-

nomic advantages and disad-

vantages.

The complete Strategic
Facility Improvement  Plan can
be viewed on  the City’s website
by  clicking on the link  below. 

www.mhkprd.com/parkplan

Free Press: “We Told You”
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the future may bring to the
entrance to the community.
Briggs stated with this being a
Federal Program how restric-
tions could be placed in the
future. Briggs stated he is con-
cerned with the rights of the
landowners.
Clark owner of property on

Highway 177. Clark stated
some of her property rights will
be diminished she was not noti-
fied of the proposal. 
Thomas stated it will be any

off premise sign, which will be
impacted. Thomas said a new
small business owner is cur-
rently trying to place a direc-
tional sign to his business and
with all the current regulations;
he is having trouble getting the
authority to promote his busi-
ness. Thomas said he feels in
the future this may be problem-
atic to development in our
community. Thomas stated he
is opposed to this proposal on
Highway 177.
Klataske, a representative of

the Audubon Society, stated at
least some portion of the
Native Stone Scenic Byway has
merit. Klataske stated his
organization is supportive of
the extension.
Shields said the Native Stone

Scenic Byway is a State pro-
gram not a Federal program,
which allows for local control.
Shield stated KDOT is support-
ive of the program. Shield stat-
ed the sign regulations dis-
cussed earlier is a KDOT regu-
lation not part of the Native
Stone Scenic Byway program.
Shield said the KDOT right-

of-way staff would be the peo-
ple to talk to about allowed sig-
nage. 
Shield stated a problem with

segmenting sections eliminates
those segments for grants
through byway programs.
Shield recommended against
segmenting out sections. 
Thomas said Steve

Springer’s sign would come
under the same regulations as
billboards.
Erikson read the mission

statement of the Native Stone
Scenic Byway. Erikson said the
Scenic Byway committee helps
promote economic growth of
the communities. 
Smallie, representing Travel

Kansas, discussed how the
Byways promote travel in
Kansas. 
Clark stated she feels this is

coming from the top down as
oppose to being from our local
Riley County Community.
Wells said when he thinks of

byways he thinks of rural set-
tings, not like some portions of
this extension being consid-
ered. Wells stated he would be
partially supportive of the rural
areas of K-18 but not down
Highway 177.
Boyd stated he is supportive

of the Byway Programs, but is
not sure we are aware of all the
impacts of the proposal.
Wilson said he is concerned

landowners have not been
involved in the proposal soon-
er. Wilson stated he is also con-
cerned about restricting proper-
ty rights.
Move to table.
RESULT: TABLED

[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
10:40 AM C l a n c y

Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services

18. Administrative Work
Session
19. Pending County

Projects County Counselor
Holeman cancelled his time

on the agenda in order to allow
for public comment on the
Native Stone Byway proposal.
1:15 PM Executive

Sessions to discuss department
head evaluations
1:15 PM

Pat Collins, Emergency
Management Director
Move that the County

Commission recess into execu-
tive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act in order to dis-
cuss a performance matter
involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 1:30
p.m.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
1:30 PM

Move to go out of executive
session.

Riley County Commission
Meeting August 10, 2015 
8:30 AM     Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance
1. Public Comments
2. Commission Comments
Business Meeting
3. Sign a Tax Roll Correction

for 17th Street Properties, LLC
Move to approve the Tax

Roll Correction for 17th Street
Properties, LLC (204-18-2-60-
31-005.00-0) for tax year 2014.
This results in a decrease in tax
dollars of $25,752.16.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
4. Approve vouchers
Move to approve the follow-

ing warrant vouchers for
August 7, 2015:
County General $3,891.85

T o t a l … … … …
$3,891.85
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Review Minutes
5. Board of Riley County

Commissioners - Regular
Meeting - Aug 6, 2015 8:30
AM
Move to approve the min-

utes.
RESULT: ACCEPT-

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Review Tentative Agenda
6. Tentative Agenda
Press Conference Topics
7. Discuss Press Conference
9:00 AM Rich Vargo,

County Clerk
8. Year to date budget and

expenditure reports

Vargo presented the year to
date budget and expenditures
reports.
9:15 AM Bob Isaac, Planner
9. Request to vacate a 15-

foot wide utility easement cen-
tered on the property line
between Lots 67 and 68 of
University Park Subdivision.
Isaac presented the

Slaymaker vacation of utility
easement.
Move to approve the request

to vacate a 15-foot wide utility
easement centered on the prop-
erty line between Lots 67 and
68 of University Park
Subdivision.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
9:30 AM P r e s s

Conference
10. Goodnow House

State Historic Site reopens -
Cheryl Collins (2 minutes)
C. Collins reported the

Goodnow House State Historic
Site has reopened. C. Collins
stated the regular hours are
Saturday and Sunday 2:00-5:00
p.m. and 8:30-5:00 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday and by
special appointment.
11. Jane Laman Wildlife

Photography exhibits - Cheryl
Collins (2 minutes)
C. Collins said the temporary

exhibit “At Home with Nature:
The Wildlife Photography of
Jane Laman” is currently on
view at the Wolf House
Museum, 630 Fremont.
Regular open hours are
Saturday and Sunday 2:00 to
5:00 p.m. The exhibit will be
on view until September 20,
2015.
12. Fall Master Gardener

training and August 25th lawn
program - Gregg Eyestone (2-3
minutes)
Eyestone announced

Tuesday August 25th at 6:00
p.m. at Pottorf Hall they will be
discussing fall seeding and
alternative to turf. Eyestone
said from 7:00-8:00 there will

be a session on lawn fertiliza-
tion and maintenance and a ses-
sion on preserving the garden.
Eyestone discussed the

Extension Master Gardener
Program, 2015 Fall Training
Schedule in Manhattan below.
4 September Presenter

Location
9 am Extension Master

Gardener Orientation   
Gregg Eyestone /Jennifer
Wilson Extension Office
1 pm Plant Growth and

Development Dr. Charlie
Barden
11 September

9 am Soils, Water,
Fertilizer Ward Upham 1502
Throckmorton
1 pm Plant Diseases

Judy O’Mara Plant Science
Center
18 September
9 am Turfgrasses

Dr. Jared Hoyle Pottorf Hall
1 pm Food Preservation

/Safety (Pepper jelly) Ginny
Barnard
3 pm Horticulture Judging
25 September - No Class

(Advanced Training)
2 October
9 am Horticulture Insects

Dr. Raymond Cloyd
Extension Office
1 pm Pesticide Use and

Safety Dr. Raymond Cloyd
9 October
9 am W i l d l i f e

Management C h a r l i e
Lee  Extension Office
1 pm Fruit Growing

Ward Upham 
16 October
9 am Vegetable Gardening

Dr. Cary Rivard Extension
Office
1 pm Local Resource Tour

Gregg Eyestone
23 October
9 am Annual and Perennial

Flowers Gregg Eyestone  
Extension Office
1 pm Landscape Mainten-

ance J. David Mattox 
30 October
9 am Woody Ornamentals

Dr. Cheryl Boyer P o t t o r f
Hall
1 pm Planning G r e g g

Eyestone 
6 November
Make-Up Day for inclement

weather Extension Office
Morning sessions:

9am - noon 537-6350  
Afternoon sessions: 1pm -

4pm www.riley.ksu.edu
Eyestone said the cost is

$100 and applications are
available from the Extension
office and on the web at
www.riley.ksu.edu.
13. Public Notice - Leon

Hobson (2-3 minutes)
Hobson said the bridge

replacement project on South
32nd Street is scheduled to
begin Monday, August 10,
2015. The project is located at
the intersection with West 61st
Avenue. South 32nd Street will
be closed to through traffic
from the intersection of West
61st Avenue to West 56th
Avenue. Also, West 61st
Avenue will be closed to
through traffic from South 28th
Street to South 32nd Street. The
project has been allotted 80
working days, and is expected
to be completed 
in October, 2015.
14. Wildcat Creek

Resiliency Project - Tom
Morey and Steve Higgins (10-
15 minutes)
Higgins introduced Tom

Morey with the Kansas
Department of Agriculture.
Morey said he works with com-
munities on the National Flood
Insurance Program. Morey stat-
ed there is $1 billion in funding
available through HUD fund-
ing nationally for flood mitiga-
tion. 
Morey estimated $12 million

will be used for buyouts of
property. 
10:00 AM Break
10:10 AM L e o n

Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer
15. Project update
Hobson discussed Public

Works department projects.
Hobson discussed the

McDowell Creek Road
improvement project. 
16. Staff update
10:25 AM M o n t y

Wedel, Planning/Special
Projects Director
17. Consider Request to

Extend the Native Stone Scenic
Byway
Wedel presented the request

to extend the Native Stone
Scenic Byway into Riley
County.
Wedel recommended

approval of the proposal to
extend the Native Stone Scenic
Byway as requested.
Briggs a landowner on the

Highway 177 corridor. Briggs
said he is concerned with what

RESULT: ADO P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
No binding action was taken

during the executive session.
1:30 PM  Cheryl Collins,

Museum Director
Move that the County

Commission recess into execu-
tive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act in order to dis-
cuss a performance matter
involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 1:45
p.m.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
1:45 PM

Move to go out of executive
session.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
No binding action was taken

during the executive session.
1:45 PM

Greg McHenry, Appraiser
Move that the County

Commission recess into execu-
tive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act in order to dis-
cuss a performance matter
involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 2:00
p.m.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

2:00 PM
Move to go out of executive
session.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
No binding action was taken

during the executive session.

2:00 PM
Monty Wedel, Planning/
Special Projects Director
Move that the County

Commission recess into execu-
tive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act in order to dis-
cuss a performance matter
involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 2:15
p.m.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
2:15 PM

Move to go out of executive
session.
RESULT: ADO P T -

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
No binding action was taken

during the executive session.
2:15 PM Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/Director of
Administrative Services
2:15 P 20. Executive session

to discuss confidential legal
advice regarding potential liti-
gation issues

Move that the County
Commission recess into execu-
tive session on potential litiga-
tion for the purpose of consul-
tation with an attorney for the
County Commission which
would be deemed privileged in
the attorney-client relationship,
an exception to the Kansas
Open Meetings Act, the open
meeting to resume in the
County Commission Chambers
at 2:45 p.m.

RESULT: ADO P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

Riley County Minutes 
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month
Editor’s Note: (What the

Riley County Clerk and the

Riley County Commissioners

are doing with the

Commission Minutes is

Deceiving.

Look at the Minutes taken

by County Clerk Rich Vargo,

the County is paying $700 per

month to produce nothing

but filler and last year it did

not cost extra to write a com-

plete history of the meeting.)

SECONDER: B e n
Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
2:48 PM

Move to go out of executive
session.

RESULT: ADO P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
No binding action was taken

during the executive session.
Executive Session to discuss

department head evaluation
2:50 PM

Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of
Administrative Services
Move that the County

Commission recess into execu-
tive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act in order to dis-
cuss a performance matter
involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 3:05
p.m.

RESULT: ADO P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

3:05 PM
Move to go out of executive
session.

RESULT: ADO P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

No binding action was taken
during the executive session.

3:05 PM
Adjournment

Move to adjourn.

RESULT: ADO P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner
SECONDER: B e n

Wilson, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

The Next Riley County General
Election Will Be

November 2, 2016

Riley County Commissioner  Ron Wells (left) and Riley County
Commissioner  Bob Boyd will be up for re-election on November 2,
2016. Both voted to take the vote away from the citizens of Riley
County when they passed a Riley County Building Commission. 

By appointing themselves as the Building Commission they could
approve  a $50 million 9th Grade re-construction for the School
District without a vote of the people or they could help the City of
Manhattan add $50 million in debt for a Sports Complex without a
vote.  Before you talk to a Commissioner go to manhattanfreep-
ress.com August 1, 2013 issue and read where Cities and Counties
can use “Home Rule” to get around a vote of the people.
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ABILENE, KAN. - Trail,

Rails and Tales, the Spirit of the

Chisholm Trail has been cho-

sen as the theme of the kickoff

event planned here next year to

promote and honor the sesqui-

centennial of the Chisholm

Trail in 2017.The event will be

on Labor Day weekend, Sept.

2-3, 2016.

The trail, made famous

through stories, movies and

song, was used by Texas cattle

ranchers to drive their herds

north to the railroad in Abilene,

Kan. where the cattle could be

sold and shipped east. The first

shipment of Texas longhorns

left Abilene via rail on Sept. 5,

1867.

The states of Kansas,

Oklahoma and Texas, through

which the cattle were driven,

will mark the 150th anniver-

sary of the Chisholm Trail

throughout 2017 with numer-

ous special events.

The Trail, Rails and Tales

celebration will be the first of a

number of Abilene events

focusing on the town’s role as

the first railhead at the end of

the Chisholm Trail.

“Just like family style din-

ing, the Trail, Rails and Tales,

Spirit of the Chisholm Trail

event here in Abilene,

Kan.plans to offer a menu of

events that will tantalize the

whole family to come to

Abilene for some Chisholm

Trail history,” says Deb

Sanders, kickoff event chair-

woman. “Drive your family

‘herd’ to Abilene and experi-

ence the longhorn cattle being

loaded onto a cattle car and car-

ried out of town by a steam

locomotive; heck, you can even

ride the same train as the long-

horns. Cowboy poets, historic

re-enactors, can-can girls, a

chuckwagon cook-off, and a

buckaroo camp for the younger

cowboys and cowgirls are just

the tip of the tale! So herd your

family into Abilene in

September of 2016 for an Old

West Experience.”

Sanders says a book, “All

Along the Chisholm Trail,

1867-1889” by James W.

Parker, gives the account of the

Sept. 5, 1867 celebration in

Abilene when the first ship-

ment of longhorns headed East

and was inspiration for the

kick-off celebration planned

for next year.”The first herd

using the new Chisholm Trail

consisted of 2,400 longhorns

that started out from San

Antonio, Texas and reached

Abilene, Kansas in 1867,”

Parker writes in the book.

“When the first shipment of

Texas cattle left Abilene by

railroad for Chicago, the event

was celebrated in festive tents

with feasting, wine, speeches

and song. The new trail

worked. And so the Chisholm

Trail began.”

The committee planning the

Trail, Rails and Tales, the Spirit

of the Chisholm Trail event

toured sites related to the trail

on Sunday.

“The large group was able to

tour the Chisholm Trail sites

together thanks to Mary Jane

Oard of the Abilene and Smoky

Valley Railroad that provided

the bus driven by Joe Minick,”

Sanders says.

Michael Hook, Abilene his-

torian, narrated the tour that

included the town’s early histo-

ry along Texas Street, where

Marshals Wild Bill Hickok and

Tom Smith kept order in

saloons filled with rowdy cow-

boys fresh off the trail and the

likes of outlaws Jesse James

and John Wesley Hardin.

“To make the Texans feel at

home in the North, they named

the saloons and gambling halls

after Texas and cattle names,”

Hook says. “The Alamo, the

Lone Star, Bull’s Head,

Longhorn, the Trail, Old Fruit,

Elkhorn and the Pearl were

among the legendary saloons.”

Hook also pointed out the

former site of T.C. McInerney’s

Drovers Boot Store where he

said the first pointed-toe, high-

heeled cowboy boot was

invented. Hook discovered a

McInerney boot advertisement

in The Abilene Chronicle news-

paper dated 1871, four years

before an Olathe company was

given credit for the invention,

he adds.

Other highlights of the tour

included the site of the Drovers

Cottage and Great Western

Stockyards in Abilene, Smoky

Hill River crossing, and Elm

Springs near Carlton where a

waterfall offered the trail-dusty

cowboys the opportunity to

bathe before entering Abilene. 

Sharon and Don Meyer of

Trail Boss Chuckwagon served

dinner from their chuckwagon

on the property of Jerry and

Pam Unruh near Durham,

where ruts from cattle drives

still can be seen. Gary and

Margaret Kraisinger, the

authors of two books on the

Western Cattle Trail, spoke

about the life of the cowboy on

the trail. 

During the tour, Ron Wilson,

cowboy poet lariat, shared his

poem about the Chisholm Trail

and others he has written. 

Chisholm Trail 150th Anniversary
Kickoff Event Planned At Abilene

For Sale
2.2 Acres

Small Acreage Near Waterville

2.2 acres plus you will own to the

middle of the Little Blue River.  

You will own the

access road off of the

black top county road.  Plenty of

room for campers and RV’s.  

Small amount currently under culti-

vation.

OBO   Call (785) 556-2945  ask for

Jesse Chisholm

SOLD
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about whether he and other

members of his law firm

received national security

clearances as part of their legal

work for the former top diplo-

mat.

Grassley wrote Kendall in an

Aug. 14 letter that he was also

concerned the lawyer kept

thumb-drive copies of Clinton's

emails that were not properly

secured. 

more than 3,000 emails

released. The numbers of

emails, Kirby stressed, repre-

sent a ``small amount.'' But it

reflects ``the care and the

scrutiny with which we are

scrutinizing this email traffic.''

Also Monday, Senate

Judiciary Committee Chairman

Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, said

he has asked Clinton's long-

time lawyer, David Kendall,

By STEPHEN BRAUN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) _ The

State Department review of

Hillary Rodham Clinton's

emails so far has found as many

as 305 messages that could

contain classified information

and require further scrutiny by

federal agencies, the depart-

ment said Monday.

In a court filing that was part

of a lawsuit against the State

Department, officials told a

federal judge in Washington

they would be able to meet an

existing schedule to release

copies of Clinton's emails

because only about 5 percent of

the messages reviewed so far

contain possible secret infor-

mation that could hold them

back for further analysis. The

agency said those 305 emails

with potential classified data

were among more than 1,500

documents analyzed so far.

The filing came after Clinton

said in an Iowa radio interview

that during her stint as secre-

tary of state in the Obama

administration, she had never

sent or received any emails on

her private server that had

information clearly marked

classified. Republican critics

have warned that Clinton may

have compromised national

security by sending and receiv-

ing messages that contained

secret information, but she has

sloughed off the criticism, say-

ing she followed security

guidelines and is the one who

made the previously withheld

emails available to the

American public.

``If I had not asked for my

emails all to be made public,

none of this would have been in

the public arena,'' she said in

the interview, recorded last

Friday. But The Associated

Press and other news organiza-

tions had sought copies of

Clinton's emails under the U.S.

Freedom of Information Act for

years.

The AP was first to identify

Clinton's private email server

and trace it in March to her

family's home in New York.

The server was surrendered to

the FBI last week, months after

Clinton said it was her personal

property and wouldn't be

turned over.

Clinton said in March she

had exchanged about 60,000

emails during her four years in

the Obama administration,

about half of which were per-

sonal and deleted. She turned

over the others to the State

Department, which is review-

ing and releasing them on a

monthly basis. Clinton cam-

paign officials did not respond

Monday to an emailed request

for comment about the court

filing about her correspon-

dence.

The State Department has

censored some of Clinton's

emails for national security rea-

sons before they were publicly

released. The government

blacked-out all or parts of those

messages under a provision of

the Freedom of Information

Act intended to protect materi-

al that had been deemed and

properly classified for purposes

of national defense or foreign

policy.

Last month, the inspector

general for the State

Department warned that some

of the information that passed

through Clinton's homebrew

server was classified informa-

tion produced by the U.S. intel-

ligence community. It's gener-

ally not possible to forward or

cut-and-paste an email marked

classified to a private account

because classified email sys-

tems are closed to outsiders.

But it can be illegal to para-

phrase or retype classified

information from a secure

email into an unprotected mes-

sage sent to a personal address.

The State Department

acknowledgement that 305

Clinton emails were being

reviewed for possible national

security concerns came as part

of legal sparring in a lawsuit

against the agency by journalist

Jason Leopold, a reporter with

Vice News. In January,

Leopold sued the agency to

quickly produce Clinton emails

and other documents that were

sought under a freedom of

information request dating

back to 2014.

Leopold's case is one of sev-

eral pending against the State

Department for Clinton

records. The AP also sued the

agency this year for failing to

turn over copies of emails and

other documents since mid-

2013 and in one case, back to

2010. In both cases, U.S. dis-

trict court judges have pressed

the State Department to pro-

duce records on a firm sched-

ule.

But Leopold's lawyers have

raised concerns that the intelli-

gence review of Clinton's

emails has bogged down the

schedule of release ordered

previously by U.S. District

Judge Rudolph Contreras.

Leopold's lawyer said the

department missed its July tar-

get by more than 1,000 pages

of emails, in part because of

Up to 305 Clinton emails 
might have classified data

intelligence agencies for

review, the government was

confident that the low number

_ 5.1 percent of the total _

would not slow down public

release of the emails.

Separate from the court case,

State Department spokesman

John Kirby said 63 of Clinton's

emails that previously were

unclassified have now been

classified and censored _ of the

screening by five intelligence

agencies.

``It is likely that additional

delay above and beyond that

added by independent review''

by five intelligence agencies

``will result,'' Leopold's

lawyers warned.

State Department lawyers

said that despite the growing

number of Clinton emails that

will have to be forwarded to
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Date Opponent Location Time/Result
Sat.  Sep 5 South Dakota  Manhattan 6:00

Sat.  Sep 12, 2015 Texas San Antonio San Antonio 11:00 AM

Sat.  Sep 19, 2015 Louisiana Tech  Manhattan 2:00 PM 

Sat.  Oct 3, 2015 Oklahoma State Stillwater, OK 

Sat.  Oct 10, 2015 TCU Horned Frogs Manhattan

Sat.  Oct 17, 2015 Oklahoma Sooners Manhattan

Sat.  Oct 24, 2015 Texas Longhorns Austin, TX 

Thur. Nov 5, 2015  Baylor Bears Manhattan 6:30 PM

Sat. Nov 14, 2015 Texas Tech Lubbock, TX 

Sat. Nov 21, 2015 Iowa State Cyclones Manhattan

Sat. Nov 28, 2015 Kansas Jayhawks Lawrence, KS 

Date Opponent Location Time/Result
9/5/2015 South Dakota State Lawrence, Kan. 11 a.m. 

9/12/2015 Memphis (Band Day) Lawrence, Kan. 6 p.m. 

9/26/2015 Rutgers Piscataway, NJ TBA 

10/3/2015 Iowa State Ames, Iowa TBA 

10/10/2015 Baylor Lawrence, Kan. TBA 

10/17/2015 Texas Tech Lawrence, Kan. TBA 

10/24/2015 Oklahoma State Stillwater, Okla. TBA

10/31/2015 Oklahoma (Homecoming) Lawrence, Kan. TBA 

11/7/2015 Texas Austin, Texas TBA 

11/14/2015 TCU Fort Worth, Texas TBA 

11/21/2015 West Virginia Lawrence, Kan. TBA 

11/28/2015 Kansas State Lawrence, Kan. TBA 

Date Opponent / Event Location Time / Result

Sat, Sep 05 Northern Iowa Ames, Iowa 7:00 p.m. Cyclones.tv   

Sat, Sep 12 Iowa Ames, Iowa 3:30 p.m. Fox   

Sat, Sep 19 Toledo Toledo, Ohio 7:00 p.m. ESPNNEWS   

Sat, Oct 03 Kansas * Ames, Iowa TBA 

Sat, Oct 10 Texas Tech * Lubbock, Texas TBA 

Sat, Oct 17 TCU * Ames, Iowa TBA 

Sat, Oct 24 Baylor * Waco, Texas TBA 

Sat, Oct 31 Texas * Ames, Iowa TBA 

Sat, Nov 07 Oklahoma * Norman, Oklahoma TBA 

Sat, Nov 14 Oklahoma State * Ames, Iowa TBA 

Sat, Nov 21 Kansas State * Manhattan, Kansas TBA 

Sat, Nov 28 West Virginia * Morgantown, W.V. TBA 

* Conference Games 

Iowa State Football Schedule

Kansas State Football Schedule

Date Opponent / Event Location Time / Result

09/04/15 at SMU Dallas, Texas 6:00 p.m. CT

09/12/15 vs. Lamar Waco, Texas 6:30 p.m. CT

09/26/15 vs. Rice Waco, Texas 2:00 p.m. CT

10/03/15 vs. Texas Tech * Arlington, Texas TBA

10/10/15 at Kansas * Lawrence, Kan. TBA

10/17/15 vs. West Virginia * Waco, Texas TBA

10/24/15 vs. Iowa State * Waco, Texas TBA

11/05/15 at Kansas State * Manhattan, Kan. 6:30 p.m. CT

11/14/15 vs. Oklahoma * Waco, Texas TBA

11/21/15 at Oklahoma State * Stillwater, Okla. TBA

11/27/15 at TCU * Fort Worth, Texas 6:30 p.m. CT

12/05/15 vs. Texas * Waco, Texas TBA

Baylor Football Schedule

Kansas Football Schedule

DATE OPPONENT RESULT/TIME RECORD/TICKETS

Thu, Sept3 @  Cent Michigan 7:00 PM ET 

Sat, Sept 12 vs  Cent Arkansas 7:30 PM ET 

Sat, Sept 19 vs UTSA 3:30 PM ET 

Sat, Sept 26 @ Texas TBD 

Sat, Oct 3 vs Kansas State TBD 

Sat, Oct 10 @ West Virginia TBD 

Sat, Oct 24 vs Kansas TBD 

Sat, Oct 31 @ Texas Tech TBD 

Sat, Nov 7 vs TCU TBD 

Sat, Nov 14 @ Iowa State TBD 

Sat, Nov 21 vs Baylor TBD 

Sat, Nov 28 vs Oklahoma TBD 

Oklahoma State Football Schedule
Date Opponent Location Time (CT) Results Media 

Sat, Sep 05 Akron Norman 6:00 p.m. PPV   

Sat, Sep 12 Tennessee at Knoxville, Tenn. 5:00 p.m. ESPN   

Sat, Sep 19 Tulsa Norman 11:00 a.m. FS1   

Sat, Oct 03 West Virginia * Norman TBA 

Sat, Oct 10 Texas * at Dallas, Texas TBA 

Sat, Oct 17 Kansas State * at Manhattan, Kan. TBA 

Sat, Oct 24 Texas Tech * Norman TBA 

Sat, Oct 31 Kansas * at Lawrence, Kan. TBA 

Sat, Nov 07 Iowa State * Norman TBA 

Sat, Nov 14 Baylor * at Waco, Texas TBA 

Sat, Nov 21 TCU * Norman TBA 

Sat, Nov 28 Oklahoma State * at Stillwater, Okla. TBA 

Oklahoma Football Schedule

Date Opponent / Event Location Time / Result

09/05/15 vs. Sam Houston State Lubbock, Texas 2:30 p.m. CT

09/12/15 vs. UTEP Lubbock, Texas 2:00 p.m. CT

09/19/15 at Arkansas Fayetteville, Ark. 6:00 p.m. CT

09/26/15 vs. TCU * Lubbock, Texas TBA

10/03/15 vs. Baylor * Arlington, Texas TBA

10/10/15 vs. Iowa State * Lubbock, Texas TBA

10/17/15 at Kansas * Lawrence, Kan. TBA

10/24/15 at Oklahoma * Norman, Okla. TBA

10/31/15 vs. Oklahoma State * Lubbock, Texas TBA

11/07/15 at West Virginia * Morgantown, W.V. TBA

11/14/15 vs. Kansas State * Lubbock, Texas TBA

11/26/15 at Texas * Austin, Texas 6:30 p.m. CT

Texas Tech Football Schedule
Date Opponent / Event Location Time / Result

09/03/15 at Minnesota Minneapolis, Minn. 8:00 p.m. CT

09/12/15 vs. Stephen F. Austin Fort Worth, Texas 2:30 p.m. CT

09/19/15 vs. SMU Fort Worth, Texas 7:00 p.m. CT

09/26/15 at Texas Tech * Lubbock, Texas TBA

10/03/15 vs. Texas (Homecoming) * Fort Worth, Texas TBA

10/10/15 at Kansas State * Manhattan, Kan. TBA

10/17/15 at Iowa State * Ames, Iowa TBA

10/29/15 vs. West Virginia * Fort Worth, Texas 6:30 p.m. CT

11/07/15 at Oklahoma State * Stillwater, Okla. TBA

11/14/15 vs. Kansas * Fort Worth, Texas TBA

11/21/15 at Oklahoma * Norman, Okla. TBA

11/27/15 vs. Baylor * Fort Worth, Texas 6:30 p.m. CT

TCU Football Schedule

Date Opponent / Event Location Time / Result

Sep 05, 2015 Georgia Southern ROOT Sports 7:30 PM

Sep 12, 2015 Liberty ROOT Sports 3:00 PM

Sep 26, 2015 Maryland TBA

Oct 03, 2015 at Oklahoma* TBA

Oct 10, 2015 Oklahoma State* (Homecoming) TBA

Oct 17, 2015 at Baylor* TBA

Oct 29, 2015 at TCU* 7:30 PM

Nov 07, 2015 Texas Tech* (Mountaineer Week) TBA

Nov 14, 2015 Texas* TBA

Nov 21, 2015 at Kansas* TBA

Nov 28, 2015 Iowa State* TBA

Dec 05, 2015 at Kansas State* TBA

* Big 12 Conference game All times Eastern

West Virgina Football Schedule
Date Opponent Location Time/Result

9/5/2015 Notre Dame South Bend, Ind. 6:30 p.m. 

9/12/2015 Rice Austin, Texas 7 p.m. 

9/19/2015 California Austin, Texas 6:30 p.m. 

9/26/2015 Oklahoma State Austin, Texas TBA 

10/3/2015 TCU Fort Worth, Texas TBA 

10/10/2015 Oklahoma Dallas, Texas TBA 

10/24/2015 K-State Austin, Texas TBA 

10/31/2015 Iowa State Ames, Iowa TBA 

11/7/2015 Kansas Austin, Texas TBA 

11/14/2015 West Virginia Morgantown, W.Va. TBA 

11/26/2015 Texas Tech Austin, Texas 6:30 p.m. 

12/5/2015 Baylor Waco, Texas TBA 

Texas Football Schedule

Quality Painting
Interior & Exterior

785-539-5254
Delmar Robertson

Free Estimates References Available
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Blue Rapids
Free Press 
Web Site

bluerapids-

freepress.com
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Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

TTaayylloorr ’’ss   FFaammii llyy   HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday Thru Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or MarianneSee Faye Taylor or Angela Wilson

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Answers on page 6

Ingredients

4  fat-free flour tortillas (6 to 8 inch) 
2  cups sliced fresh mushrooms (5 oz) 
1  medium onion, cut lengthwise in half,
then cut crosswise into thin slices 
1  can (15 oz) Progresso™ black beans,
drained, rinsed 
4  cups fresh spinach leaves 
1/2  cup shredded reduced-fat Cheddar
cheese (2 oz) 

Directions 

1 Heat tortillas as directed on package. 

2 Meanwhile, spray 10-inch skillet with
cooking spray; heat over medium heat.
Cook mushrooms and onion in skillet
about 4 minutes, stirring frequently, until
onion is crisp-tender. Stir in beans; heat
through. Stir in spinach; remove from
heat. 

3 Divide bean mixture among tortillas.
Sprinkle with cheese. Fold one end of
each tortilla up about 1 inch over filling;
fold right and left sides over folded end,
overlapping. Fold remaining end down. 

For Sale   

150 pianos on sale starting at

$688! Hurry in for best selec-

tion! Everything from beginner

pianos to concert grands!

Financing available. Sale ends

August 29. Mid-America

Piano, Manhattan. 800-950-

3774, piano4u.com

For Sale   

20’ 40’ 45’ 48’ 53’ Storage

containers  centralcontainer.net

or 785 655 9430

Help Wanted

Can You Dig It? Heavy

Equipment Operator Career!

We Offer Training and

Certifications Running

Bulldozers, Backhoes and

Excavators. Lifetime Job

Placement. VA Benefits

Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted

EARN $500 A DAY:

Insurance Agents Needed .

Leads, No Cold Calls .

Commissions Paid Daily .

Lifetime Renewals . Complete

Training . Health & Dental

Insurance . Life License

Required. Call 1-888-713-

6020.

Help Wanted/Truck

Driver     

Butler Transport Your

Partner In Excellence. CDL

Class A Drivers Needed. Sign

on Bonus. All miles paid. 1-

800-528-7825 or www.butler-

transport.com

Misc.

CLAYTON HOMES -

NATIONAL OPEN HOUSE

Your 1st year Utilities are on us

up to $3,000. Down Payments

reduced for limited time.

Lenders offering $0 Down for

Land Owners. Special Gov’t

Programs for Modular Homes.

866-858-6862

Classifieds...

Bean and Veggie
Wraps
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2828 Amherst Ave.

Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441

Fax 785-776-3787

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494

By Kelly McHugh-Stewart
KSU Sports Information 

When you ask Wildcat soph-
omore place kicker Matthew
McCrane his goal for the 2015
season, he doesn’t hold back.

“I think (kicking) 100 per-
cent is obtainable, I really do,”
McCrane said. The tone in his
voice had a matter-of-fact
nature to it. “My goal is to win
the (Lou) Groza Award; to
reach Martin Gramatica (1994-
98) status. That’s what I want
to do.”
While the goal of perfection

may seem like a daunting task
to some, to McCrane, it’s not
far from reach.

As a redshirt freshman,
McCrane played in 10 games
and led the nation by making
94.7-percent of his field-goal
attempts (18-of-19) in addition
to connecting on 41-of-42 extra
points. He earned both All-Big
12 and All-America honors
after his first season and has
high hopes to keep those hon-
ors throughout the remainder of
his career.

The best freshman kicking
campaign in school history,
McCrane is the only K-State
freshman kicker to connect on
a pair of 50-yard field goals,
including a freshman record-
long 53-yarder against
Oklahoma State. He totaled a
freshman record-breaking 94
points – a number that shat-
tered Gramatica’s record of 56
points as a freshman in 1994.

Gramatica went on to win
the Lou Groza Award (given to

the nation’s top kicker) in 1997,
and McCrane was named to the
watch list for that same award
heading into this season.

“I don’t feel a lot of pressure;
it’s more nerves and wanting to
prove that last year wasn’t just
a freak year,” McCrane
explained. “That’s what I’m
wanting to do. I’ve never been
nervous in a game – I really
haven’t – and I hope that does-
n’t happen this year. I want to
just stay calm and keep my
goals set in my mind.”

Though McCrane had a near-
perfect year last season, there
are still areas of his game he
has been working to improve
upon before the 2015 season
begins.

“The biggest thing we have
to do is to get his leg strength
up and get the ball up in the air,
high off the ground,” said asso-
ciate head coach and special
teams coordinator Sean Snyder.
“That’s been the biggest thing
with him. He’s obviously a
very accurate kicker, but we’ve
got to develop his strength and
continue to grow him there.”
Echoed McCrane, “I’m hit-

ting the ball great right now.
I‘m really hitting the ball well,
but one of the things I’m work-
ing on is ball height. I think it
was evident in the TCU game; I
hit a low ball and it got
blocked. I can’t have that hap-
pen this year.”

McCrane’s solo extra point
miss last year came by way of a
block, so if he wants to be per-
fect, he knows he will have to
get the ball up high.

McCrane Aims for 100 Percent

“He’s very ambitious,” con-
tinued Snyder about McCrane.
“He sets his goals and his stan-
dards high. From one season to
the next, typically when you
have someone who is coming
off of a very successful season,
they take some things for grant-
ed, but Matt just keeps setting
his goal higher and higher. He
knows he’s a long ways away
from where he and I would
want him to be. It may not look
like it, but he’s got a lot of work
ahead of him."

McCrane knows what it
takes to be great and has the
work ethic and experience to
get there. Coming off of a red-
shirt freshman season where he
saw plenty of excitement on the
field, with his goals in mind,
McCrane is ready to kick off
the 2015 season and prove him-
self to the nation yet again.

“I’m extremely excited for
this season,” said McCrane.
The smile on his face spread
from ear to ear. “I look forward
to the season every year, but
knowing I have the starting role
right now, it’s even more excit-
ing. So, my goal is 100 percent.
I think if your goal isn’t 100
percent, then something is
wrong and it’s my goal. I want
to reach that Gramatica status
and I want to win the Groza.
It’s exciting to think about all
those things because it’s things
like that that I dreamed of as a
kid.”

The Wildcats open their
120th season of football on
Saturday, September 5, as K-
State hosts South Dakota. The
game, which is slated for a 6:10

Kansas State’s Mathew McCrane (16) during a game last year. (Photo by Jon A. Brake)

p.m., kickoff, will be shown
world-wide on K-StateHD.TV
beginning at 5:30 p.m., with the
K-State Gameday preview
show.

K-State is closing in on yet
another season sellout for 2015,
which would run its consecu-
tive streak of filling Bill Snyder
Family Stadium to 27 straight
games, as a very limited num-
ber of tickets remain.
Fans can purchase tickets by

contacting the K-State
Athletics Ticket Office at
www.k-statesports.com/tickets
or 1-800-221-CATS. Visiting
teams will have opportunities
to return unused tickets up to a
month prior to their visit. Stay
tuned to www.kstatesports.com
for information regarding
returned ticket availability. All
returned tickets will be sold at
the full public rate and season
ticket wait list accounts will
have first opportunity to pur-
chase.

ORCHESTRA ON THE OREGON TRAIL 

What: A concert by Topeka Symphony Orchestra, pre-

ceded by a variety of activities, including tour-guided and

self-guided nature walks, wagon rides, a pioneer encamp-

ment, other musical acts, food and cowboy poetry

When: Gates open at 1 p.m. Sept. 6, with the concert at

6 p.m.

Where: Alcove Spring Historical Park, 6 miles south of

Marysville

Cost: $55 for adults; $15 for children 12 years and

younger

Tickets: On sale Friday at www.oot.org or (844) 252-

6830 

Orchestra On The
Oregon Trail

To buy tickets -
use your smart
phone and scan
this QR Code:

RILEY COUNTY FISH 
AND GAME ASSOCIATION

Fall Kick-off

Picnic     Practice Shoot     Gun Give-away

Tuttle Creek Trap Park

Wednesday, August 26, 2015  6:30pm

Free Food While It Lasts

One Pistol and One Long Gun

New and Old Members Eligible To Win

Non-members Welcome

Membership $25.00 includes 2015 and 2016

Information  313 1077


