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Strategic Facility Improvement Plan :

We Told You So!

ponent of the Plan to ensure
recommendations and out-
comes align with priorities sup-
ported by the Manhattan com-
munity.
The citizen engagement

approaches and tools utilized to
seek input and receive com-
ments throughout the Plan
process included 187 different
leagues, clubs, institutions, not-
forprofits, community service
entities, religious organiza-
tions, health and wellness
providers, and arts and human-
ities being invited to participate
in focus group sessions, public
meetings, City Commission
Meetings, Park Board
Meetings, steering committee
meetings, city staff interviews
and a statistically valid com-
munity survey developed and
administered specifically for
the Plan.

Conclusion
The improvement scenarios

and timeframes provided in the
Plan were developed by syn-
thesizing relevant research and
data, specific parks and facili-
ties assessments and input and
feedback received from focus
groups, citizens, City
Commissioners, Park Board
Members, steering committee
representatives and city staff.
The implementation strategies
provided in the Plan were
developed based on communi-
tysupported priorities
expressed through the citizen
engagement effort and validat-
ed through the statistically
valid community survey instru-
ment.
Of particular note, a topic of

conversation throughout the
Plan process was the concept of
developing multiple small scale
neighborhood recreation cen-
ters within the boundaries of
the City versus a single large
scale community center. This
potential strategy of developing
multiple small community cen-
ters is a departure from indus-
try trends. Most organizations
are consolidating multiple
community center operations
into one larger facility to
reduce operations and mainte-
nance expenditures and poten-
tially create a regional draw to
the community. However,
needs of individual communi-
ties, community-supported
delivery models for facility and
program services, and level of
service expectations of citizens
all need to be considered when
identifying the most appropri-
ate delivery model for the City
of Manhattan to provide indoor
recreation facilities. This Plan
evaluates opportunities, chal-
lenges, alternatives, and future
considerations for both deliv-
ery models.
The recommendations of the

Plan are intended to serve as a
guideline for city leaders to
plan and budget for implemen-
tation of the identified parks
and facilities improvements.
The Plan should be considered
a flexible tool that may need to
be updated or modified as
needed in the future. City lead-
ers will need to allocate addi-
tional funds and potentially
explore alternative funding
sources to successfully imple-
ment the recommendations of
the Plan.

mine how well the existing
City of Manhattan Park and
Recreation system is meeting
the needs of residents. This
data informed the Plan through
macro and micro level current
and projected future population
demographics, recreation and
leisure participation rates and
experienced or anticipated
facility deficiencies.
The Plan process included a

tour and assessment of parks
and facilities of significance to
the Plan to provide a baseline
understanding of existing con-
ditions, identify potential
opportunities and challenges
for future improvements, and
establish an order of magnitude
for future improvement consid-
erations. This information
established the foundation for
development of improvement
scenarios for the Plan.
The Plan process was firmly

hinged on a robust and multi-
faceted citizen engagement
effort to seek perspectives from
individuals who frequently uti-
lize Manhattan parks and recre-
ation facilities and those who
do not. While the focus of the
Plan was to identify athletic
facility deficiencies, needed
improvements, expansions
and/or new facilities, more
diverse user group insight was
sought than only input from
regular users of these facilities.
This diverse range of citizen
engagement was a critical com-
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Editor’s Note: It is hard to

stop the City of Manhattan

when they want something.

They are not interested in

what the citizens think, yes,

they will hold neighborhood

meetings to give out informa-

tion but that is so later they

can call “we held a meeting

and this is what the people

wanted.

The Fieldhouse Project was

first reported in the Mercury

as a “private” organzation.

But before it started the City

of Manhattan gave $10,000

and the County gave $2,500.

The City of Manhattan was

used for holding money and

then paid all of the bills for

the 2013 “Private Study.”

The Free Press in 2013 and

2014 proved that the

Fieldhouse Project was not a

private organization. The

City Park and Rec. Director

was on the Board of

Directors. Riley County also

had a representative on the

Board. The City still says the

Fieldhouse study in 2013 was

paid for with private money

but both the City and County

put money into the project.

In 2014 the Free Press was

quoted in several meetings

about the Fieldhouse Project

and how we were not telling

the truth. Now the City has

completely taken over the

project and they will spend

between $30 million and $50

million on the project. 

We don’t like to say it but

“We Told You.”

Jon A. Brake

Publisher

Executive Summary

Introduction

The City of Manhattan Parks
and Recreation Department
(MPRD) owns and maintains
28 parks comprised of approxi-
mately 600 acres. MPRD oper-
ates three outdoor aquatics cen-
ters, nine indoor facilities and
offers over 27 miles of soft and
paved trails. MPRD consist of
seven divisions including
Recreation, City Parks, Sunset
Zoo, Flint Hills Discovery
Center, Douglass Community
Center, Animal Shelter/Control
and Administration. MPRD
provides a wide variety of
recreational classes, activities,
programs and services to the
Manhattan community.
In contrast to outdoor parks

and trails, indoor recreation and
multipurpose community
spaces provided by the City of
Manhattan are extremely limit-
ed. With the exception of City
Auditorium, Community
House, and Douglass
Community Center, indoor
gymnasium and flexible com-
munity and recreation spaces
provided by the City are almost
non-existent in the community.
Most communities of

Manhattan’s size and with the
population present have a sig-
nificant community center in
addition to the offerings pro-
vided by Kansas State
University.
The only relationship evi-

dent between the City of
Manhattan and Kansas State
University is the use of the K-
State Natatorium which houses

recreation programming,
specifically gymnasium spaces,
the City is very dependent upon
USD 383. If the City access to
USD 383 facilities went away,
the City’s ability to provide
indoor recreation programs
would be extremely limited.
Similarly, USD 383 program-
ming relies heavily on the City
providing access to a number
of outdoor facilities within
parks – including tennis, base-
ball, softball, and cross country.
Based on national trends, the
City will need to invest signifi-
cant time and effort into main-
taining the relationship with
USD 383 as the availability
The City of Manhattan has

an existing mutually beneficial
relationship with USD 383 and
Riley County, as it relates to
occupying and sharing outdoor
park and indoor facility spaces.
These relationships bring
tremendous value to citizens
from a comprehensive commu-
nity services perspective and
appear to be healthy at this time
with no parties seeking
changes. As it relates to indoor
recreation programming,
specifically gymnasium spaces,
the City is very dependent upon
USD 383. If the City access to
USD 383 facilities went away,
the City’s ability to provide
indoor recreation programs
would be extremely limited.
Similarly, USD 383 program-
ming relies heavily on the City

three bodies of water; none of
which are leisure oriented.
USD 383 (public schools) cur-
rently relies on the K-State
Natatorium facility for their
swim programs, although the
University does not have a
competitive swimming or div-
ing team. The University has a
long-range plan to relocate
indoor aquatics to be adjacent,
and potentially incorporated
into, their current Recreation
Center facility. This relocated
indoor aquatic facility would
likely be leisure oriented with
no lane pools to support com-
petitive swimming programs.
There are currently no other
significant indoor aquatics
facilities available and accessi-
ble to the public within the
community. However, at the
time of this Plan publication, a
private service provider has
expressed interest in develop-
ing a significant indoor fitness
facility that could potentially
include aquatic facilities.
The City of Manhattan has

an existing mutually beneficial
relationship with USD 383 and
Riley County, as it relates to
occupying and sharing outdoor
park and indoor facility spaces.
These relationships bring
tremendous value to citizens
from a comprehensive commu-
nity services perspective and
appear to be healthy at this time
with no parties seeking
changes. As it relates to indoor

providing access to a number
of outdoor facilities within
parks – including tennis, base-
ball, softball, and cross country.
Based on national trends, the
City will need to invest signifi-
cant time and effort into main-
taining the relationship with
USD 383 as the availability of
those spaces for non-school
programming appears to be
dwindling due to increased
demand from the community.

Purpose

The purpose of the
Manhattan Parks and
Recreation Strategic Facility
Improvement Plan is to inform
city leaders and staff engaged
in decision making processes to
determine how to best meet
short-term (0-5 years), mid-
term (5-15 years) and long-
term (15 years) athletic facili-
ties needs of citizens through
renovations to existing indoor
and outdoor athletic facilities
and potential development of
new indoor athletic and/or
recreation facilities.

Process

The process to complete the
Plan began with a demographic
review for the City of
Manhattan and a market sum-
mary with recreation and
leisure participation standards
as produced by the National
Sporting Goods and the
National Endowment of the
Arts. A level of service analysis
was also completed to deter-

It is simple, in the City of Manhattan. If they want some-
thing new, they stop spending money on the mainte-
nance of that project. They did this with City Streets,
swimming pools and the City Auditorium.

The City has called the Fieldhouse Project a “Private” pro-
gram until the Free Press pointed out that both Manhattan
and Riley County had representatives on the “private” Board.
The City still lists: Manhattan Fieldhouse Study (2013) (pri-
vately-funded proposal)

You can see the com-
plete Fieldhouse
Project plan by going
to: manhattanfreep-
ress.com and hitting
on Manhattan
Archives.



Manhattan Free Press Thursday, July 9, 2015 2A2A

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Quality Painting
Interior & Exterior

785-539-5254
Delmar Robertson

Free Estimates References Available

Tim Engle

Agency, Inc.

SELF STORAGE

(785)313-7777

Protection You Can Count On!

4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503

Landmark

Now offering Uhaul trucks and trailers

Landmark-Selfstorage.com

View rates and pay online at Emove.com

Training Facility to include a

member of the BOCC, Planning

and Development Department,

Public Works Department and

RCPD staff. Wilson second.

Carried 3-0.

The Board agreed

Commissioner Wilson would rep-

resent the Board of County

Commissioners.

10:30 AM J o h n e t t e

Shepek, Budget and Finance

Officer

18. 2016 Budget Work

Session

Shepek discussed the new tax lid

passed by the legislature.

Volanti stated the McGrath posi-

tion review recommendations were

not consistent on the Assistant

Public Works Director. Volanti said

the Assistant Public Works Director

should be a Grade GG rather than

an FF.

Boyd moved to approve the

Assistant Public Works Director

Position as a Grade GG per the

McGrath position review recom-

mendation. Wilson second. Carried

3-0.

effective August 1, 2015

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

9:15 AM C l a n c y

Holeman, Counselor/Director of

Administrative Services

13. Administrative Work

Session

14. Move that the County

Commission recess into executive

session on potential litigation for

the purpose of consultation with an

attorney for the County

Commission, which would be

deemed privileged in the attorney-

client relationship, an exception to

the Kansas Open Meetings Act, the

open meeting to resume in the

County Commission Chambers at

9:25 a.m.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

9:25 AM

15. Move to go out of exec-

utive session.

No binding action was taken

during the executive session. 

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

9:35 AM K e v i n

Howser, IT/GIS Director

16. Information Technology

/GIS Staff Update for June

Howser presented the IT/GIS

staff update for June.

9:50 AM Break

10:00 AM Monty Wedel,

Planning/Special Projects Director

17. Work Session on

RCPD Training Facility

Wedel opened up the discus-

sion with the Board on the future

of the RCPD Firing range.

Wells stated we have to contin-

ue to address the RCPD Firing

range because we are developing

the 2016 Budget and cannot wait

until July 1, 2019 and have a fir-

ing range available July 2, 2019.

Wedel suggested looking at

alternative sites.

Boyd suggested putting

together an RCPD Firing Range

Working Group to study the mat-

ter.

Boyd moved to form a

Working Group for the RCPD

Riley County Commission

Minutes July 25, 2015

1. Public Comments

Hobson reported KDOT agreed

the City needs to be the applicant

for the Welcome sign to Manhattan

so Riley County does not need lia-

bility coverage for the sign.

2. Commission Comments

Business Meeting

3. Review Tyler Mobile O

Software Agreement

Move to approve Tyler Mobile

O Software Agreement with Tyler

Technologies, Inc. For the

Appraiser’s Office.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

4. Pending Staff Pay Changes

for Ambulance Service Letter

Move to approve a letter to Via

Christi Hospital for pending staff

pay changes for Ambulance

Service.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

5. CIP Amendment for LEC

Elevator

Move to approve the CIP Project

Amendment Form for the LEC ele-

vator replacement in the amount of

$17,000 for a total of $55,000.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

6. Sign Riley County Personnel

Action Form(s)

The Board of County

Commissioners signed Riley

County Personnel Action Forms for

the following:

• Linda Redding, a Nursing

Supervisor, in the Health

Department, for Separation from

County Service, effective July 3,

2015.

• Jason Orr, an Emergency

Response Coordinator, in the

Health Department, for Separation

from County Service, effective July

4, 2015.

7. Sign Riley County Position

Action Form(s)

The Board of County

Commissioners signed Riley

County Position Action Forms for

the following:

• A Nursing Supervisor, in the

Health Department, at a grade V.

• An Emergency Response (ER)

Coordinator, in the Health

Department, at a grade L.

8. Approve payroll/accounts

payables

Move to approve the payroll

vouchers in the amount of

$403,436.45 and the following

warrant vouchers for June 26,

2015: 

2015 Budget

County General $351,965.85

Health Depart       65,443.87

Court Technology      570.08

Riley Co Juvenile Service

4,547.50

Motor Vehicle Operations

3,482.24

21st Jud Dist Teen Court

680.21

Riley Co Adult Services

13,432.43

Capital Improvements Fund

8,661.21

Solid Waste 188,096.85

County Building 10,253.53

Road & Bridge Cap Project

5,714.20

RCPD Levy/Op 3,053.01

Riley Co Fire Dist #1

4,747.63

University Park W&S

324.80

Univ Park Capital Project 

22,000.00

Hunters Island Water Dist

1,167.42

Carson Sewer Benefit Dist

23.51

Deep Creek Sewer       6.21

Moehlman Bottoms   670.58

Terra Heights Sewer  181.81

Konza Water Operations

3,215.19

Lakeside Heights Sewer

16.32

TOTAL. . . . . $688,324.45

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Review Minutes

9. Board of Riley County

Commissioners - Regular Meeting

- Jun 22, 2015 8:30 AM

Move to approve the minutes.

RESULT: ACCEPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

10. Tentative Agenda

Press Conference Topics

11. Discuss Press Conference

9:00 AM G a r y

Rosewicz, Assistant County

Engineer

12. Solid Waste Rate Increase

Rosewicz presented the pro-

posed rate increases for the

Transfer Station gate fees.

Move to increase the Municipal

Solid Waste fee to $50.00/ton

Riley County Minutes 
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month
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Volanti said some of the previ-

ous placements as recommended

did not follow personnel policy to

include a minimum of 3% increase.

Volanti stated she would like to

adjust the step placement of those

position to meet the requirements

of the Personnel Policy.

Boyd stated he does not support

the increase and it should remain at

2% as previously approved.

Volanti said the policy also

states for the professional scale the

increase for a promotion should be

5% and some of those positions did

not receive a 5% increase as the

policy states for employee promo-

tions.

The Board agreed by consensus

to leave the previous action taken

regarding the McGrath Personnel

Classification Review.

Boyd asked Volanti to bring

back at a later time the discussion

of the Personnel Policy regarding

employee promotions.

Shepek discussed the 2016

Budget appropriation request.

The Board discussed the 2016

appropriation request.

Wilson asked staff to review the

possibility of paying for the tandem

axle truck, ambulance and genera-

tor rather than lease purchasing.

11:28 AM

19. Move that the County

Commission recess into executive

session on potential litigation for

the purpose of consultation with an

attorney for the County

Commission, which would be

deemed privileged in the attorney-

client relationship, an exception to

the Kansas Open Meetings Act, the

open meeting to resume in the

County Commission Chambers at

11:40 a.m

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

11:40 AM 20.

Move to go out of executive ses-

sion.

No binding action was taken

during the executive session. 

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

11:41 AM

Adjournment

Move to adjourn.

RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t

Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: Ben Wilson,

County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson

Editor’s Note: (What the

Riley County Clerk and the

Riley County Commissioners

are doing with the

Commission Minutes is

Deceiving.

Look at the Minutes taken

by County Clerk Rich Vargo,

the County is paying $700 per

month to produce nothing

but filler and last year it did

not cost extra to write a com-

plete history of the meeting.)
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Even though the University

of Kansas Hospital is at the

eastern edge of the state, it has

a goal of improving care across

the whole state and hopes its

heart and stroke expertise can

help more ``resource chal-

lenged'' hospitals, said Bob

Moser, former Kansas

Department of Health and

Environment secretary who is

now executive director of the

Kansas Heart and Stroke

Collaborative.

services, said in a news release,

that the highest mortality rates

from the conditions are in rural

communities.

``Many deaths and long-term

disabilities of heart disease and

stroke can be prevented if the

right standards of medical care

are accessed immediately,''

MacArthur said. ``Under this

program, hospitals working

together can provide a continu-

um of high quality care with

much better outcomes.''

Ryan T. Anderson 
Heritage Foundation
Today is a significant set-

back for all Americans who

believe in the Constitution, the

rule of law, democratic self-

government, and marriage as

the union of one man and one

woman. The U.S. Supreme

Court got it wrong: It should

not have mandated all 50 states

to redefine marriage.

This is judicial activism:

nothing in the Constitution

requires the redefinition of

marriage, and the court

imposed its judgment about a

policy matter that should be

decided by the American peo-

ple and their elected represen-

tatives. The court got marriage

and the Constitution wrong

today just like they got abortion

and the Constitution wrong 42

years ago with Roe v. Wade.

Five unelected judges do not

have the power to change the

truth about marriage or the

truth about the Constitution.

The court summarized its

ruling in this way—which

highlights that they have rede-

fined marriage, substituting

their own opinion for that of the

citizens:

The limitation of marriage to

opposite-sex couples may long

have seemed natural and just,

but its inconsistency with the

central mean ing of the funda-

mental right to marry is now

manifest.

Manifest to five unelected

judges that is. Not to the major-

ity of American citizens who

voted to define marriage cor-

rectly. As Chief Justice Roberts

pointed out in dissent:

If you are among the many

Americans—of whatever sexu-

al orientation—who favor

expanding same-sex marriage,

by all means celebrate today’s

decision. Celebrate the

achievement of a desired goal.

Celebrate the opportunity for a

new expression of commitment

to a partner. Celebrate the

availability of new benefits.

But do not celebrate the

Constitution. It had nothing to

do with it.

That’s exactly right. When it

comes to the majority opinion,

the Constitution “had nothing

to do with it.”

We must work to restore the

constitutional authority of citi-

zens and their elected officials

to make marriage policy that

reflects the truth about mar-

riage. We the people must

explain what marriage is, why

marriage matters, and why

redefining marriage is bad for

society.

>>> For more on this, see

Ryan T. Anderson’s new book,

“Truth Overruled: The Future

of Marriage and Religious

Freedom”

For marriage policy to serve

the common good it must

reflect the truth that marriage

unites a man and a woman as

husband and wife so that chil-

dren will have both a mother

and a father. Marriage is based

on the anthropological truth

that men and woman are dis-

tinct and complementary, the

biological fact that reproduc-

tion depends on a man and a

woman, and the social reality

that children deserve a mother

and a father.

The government is not in the

marriage business because it’s

a sucker for adult romance. No,

marriage isn’t just a private

affair; marriage is a matter of

public policy because marriage

is society’s best way to ensure

the well-being of children.

State recognition of marriage

acts as a powerful social norm

that encourages men and

women to commit to each other

so they will take responsibility

for any children that follow.

Redefining marriage to make

it a genderless institution fun-

damentally changes marriage:

It makes the relationship more

about the desires of adults than

about the needs—or rights—of

children. It teaches the lie that

mothers and fathers are inter-

changeable.

Because the court has inap-

propriately redefined marriage

everywhere, there is urgent

need for policy to ensure that

the government never penalizes

anyone for standing up for mar-

riage. As discussed in my new

book, “Truth Overruled: The

Future of Marriage and

Religious Freedom,” we must

work to protect the freedom of

speech, association and religion

of those who continue to abide

by the truth of marriage as

union of man and woman.

At the federal level, the First

Amendment Defense Act is a

good place to start. It says that

the federal government cannot

discriminate against people and

institutions that speak and act

according to their belief that

marriage is a union of one man

and one woman. States need

similar policies.

Recognizing the truth about

marriage is good public policy.

Today’s decision is a signifi-

cant setback to achieving that

goal. We must work to reverse

it and recommit ourselves to

building a strong marriage cul-

ture because so much of our

future depends upon it.

Judicial Activism From
Supreme Court on Marriage. 

the Kansas Heart and Stroke

Collaborative, 

The effort puts into place

more prevention, consistent

emergency protocols, telemedi-

cine, follow-up care and team-

work. If its life- and cost-sav-

ings goals are met, the effort

could become a model for heart

and stroke care in rural areas.

Barbara MacArthur, the hos-

pital's vice president for cardiac

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) _

The University of Kansas

Hospital is teaming up with 14

small hospitals and medical

centers in the western part of

the state to make improvements

to rural health care.

A three-year, $12.5 million

grant from the U.S. Centers for

Medicare and Medicaid

Services Innovation Center has

enabled the hospital to create

University of Kansas Hospital uses $12.5 
million grant to improve rural health care
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This meatless lasagna gets hefty texture and bold flavor from a

veggie-packed ragu and layers of zucchini “noodles.” 

Ingredients
2  tablespoons olive oil 

2  cloves garlic, finely chopped or grated 

1/2  of a small white onion, chopped 

1  red bell pepper, chopped 

4  cups fresh spinach 

1  jar Muir Glen™ organic pasta sauce (any variety) 

Salt and pepper, to taste 

Pinch of crushed red pepper flakes 

3  medium zucchini 

1  container (15 oz) ricotta cheese 

1/4  cup grated Parmesan cheese 

1  egg 

4  cups shredded fresh mozzarella cheese (16 oz) 

Fresh basil, as desired 

Directions 
1 In 10-inch skillet, heat olive oil over medium heat. Cook gar-

lic and onion in oil about 5 minutes or until soft. Add bell pepper;

cook 5 minutes. Add spinach; cook until spinach is wilted. Stir in

pasta sauce, salt and pepper, and crushed red pepper flakes.

Reduce heat to medium-low. Simmer 10 to 15 minutes or until

Business Opportunity   
CONTRACT SALESPER-

SON Selling aerial photogra-
phy of farms on commission
basis. $4,225.00 first month
guarantee. $1,500-$3,000
weekly proven earnings. Travel
required. More info msphoto-
sd.com or 877/882-3566
Farm Equipment   
KANSAS HUNTING

LAND WANTED! Earn thou-
sands on your land by leasing
the hunting rights. Free evalua-
tion & info packet. Liability
coverage included. The experts
at Base Camp Leasing have
been bringing landowners &
hunters together since 1999.
Email: info@basecampleas-
ing.com Call: 866-309-1507
BaseCampLeasing.com
For Sale   
20’ 40’ 45’ 48’ 53’ Storage

containers  centralcontainer.net
or 785 655 9430
Help Wanted
Can You Dig It? Heavy

Equipment Operator Career!
We Offer Training and
Certifications Running
Bulldozers, Backhoes and
Excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement. VA Benefits
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497
Help Wanted
WATER PLANT OPERA-

TOR - CITY OF TOPEKA
Seeking a certified Water Plant
Operator for a full time posi-
tion.  Requires Class III KDHE
Water Operator License and
valid driver’s license.  Full
details at
www.topeka.org/jobs.shtml
$17.19 - $18.19 DOQ
Help Wanted/Truck Driver   

Butler Transport Your
Partner In Excellence. CDL
Class A Drivers Needed. Sign
on Bonus. All miles paid. 1-
800-528-7825 or www.butler-
transport.com
Help Wanted/Truck Driver   

Drivers - No experience?
Some or LOTS of experience?
Let’s Talk! We support every
driver, every day, every mile!
Call Central Refrigerated
Home (888) 670-0392 www

CentralTruckDrivingJobs.com
Help Wanted/Truck Driver     

Great Plains Trucking of
Salina, KS is looking for expe-
rienced OTR Tractor Trailer
Flatbed Drivers or recent
Driving School graduates. Our
Drivers travel 48 U.S. states as
well as the lower Canadian
provinces. We offer excellent
compensation, benefits, home
time and equipment. Please
contact Brett or Randy at 785-
823-2261 or brettw@gptruck-
ing.com,randyl@gptrucking.co
m
Help Wanted/Truck Driver 

NAVAJO HIRING CDL-A
TRUCK DRIVERS! Plenty of
miles! No-Touch Freight, New
Equipment, Great Benefits! 6
mo. recent tractor/trailer exp. in
last 3 years. Call 866-535-6925
Misc.
CLAYTON HOMES -

NATIONAL OPEN HOUSE
Your 1st year Utilities are on us
up to $3,000. Down Payments
reduced for limited time.
Lenders offering $0 Down for
Land Owners. Special Gov’t
Programs for Modular Homes.
866-858-6862

Classifieds...

Vegetable Ragu
Zucchini Lasagna

thickened. 

2 Meanwhile, cut zucchini into 1/8-inch slices using knife or

mandolin. Sprinkle zucchini with salt; set aside 10 minutes.

Zucchini has a lot of water when cooked; salting it takes out a lot

of moisture. Blot off excess moisture with paper towel. 

3 Heat gas or charcoal grill. Place zucchini on grill over high

heat. Cover grill; cook until lightly charred on both sides. Again,

use a paper towel to blot excess moisture. 

4 Heat oven to 350°F. Spray 13x9-inch (3-quart) baking dish

with cooking spray. 

5 In medium bowl, mix ricotta cheese, Parmesan cheese and

egg. 

6 Spread some of the red sauce in bottom of baking dish; layer

with enough zucchini to cover. Next, spread with half of the ricot-

ta cheese mixture; top with half of the mozzarella cheese. Repeat

layers until ingredients are used up, making sure to top off with

sauce and mozzarella. Cover with foil. 

7 Bake about 45 minutes or until sauce is bubbly and cheese is

melted. Let stand about 10 minutes before serving. Top with fresh

basil. 



SportsSports Manhattan Free Press - Manhattan Free Press - Thursday, July 9, 2015 6a6a

2828 Amherst Ave.

Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441

Fax 785-776-3787

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494

 

M. S. S. 
 

We offer: 

  

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

-  

 

 

 

785-266-4740 

MANHATTAN, Kan. –

Kansas State senior safety

Dante Barnett was one of 80

players nationally to be named

to the watch list for the 2015

Bednarik Award as the College

Defensive Player of the Year,

the Maxwell Football Club

announced Tuesday.

Coming off a season in

which he tallied 77 tackles,

four tackles for loss, three

interceptions and 11 total pass-

es defended, Barnett earned

Second Team All-Big 12 hon-

ors from the league’s coaches

in addition to earning all-con-

ference accolades from ESPN

and Phil Steele.

A 2015 team captain and the

top active Wildcat with 176

career tackles, Barnett earned

Big 12 Defensive Player of the

Week honors following last

year’s Texas game when he

totaled seven stops and four

passes defended. He also had a

season-high 12 tackles, includ-

ing a career-best three tackles

for loss against UTEP, while he

had three interceptions in a

four-game stretch against

Oklahoma State, West Virginia

and Kansas.

Barnett’s inclusion on the list

marks the sixth time a Wildcat

has been named a candidate for

the Bednarik Award, including

the fifth in the last four seasons.

Cornerback Chris Canty was

one of three finalists in 1996,

while linebacker Arthur Brown

was a semifinalist in 2012.

Other previous Wildcat candi-

dates include cornerback Nigel

Malone (2012), defensive back

Ty Zimmerman (2013) and

defensive end Ryan Mueller

(2014).

Semifinalists for the

Bednarik Award will be

announced on November 2,

while the three finalists for the

award will be unveiled

November 23. The winner will

be announced as part of The

Home Depot College Football

Awards Show held December

10, at the College Football Hall

of Fame in Atlanta, Georgia.

Kansas State is closing in on

yet another season sellout for

2015, which would run its con-

secutive streak of filling Bill

Snyder Family Stadium to 27

straight games, as a very limit-

ed number of tickets remain.

Barnett Named to
Bednarik Watch List

Fewer than 1,100 reserved

tickets remain for the West

Virginia game, while scattered

singles and standing-room-only

(NE hill) remain for all other

home game. Only scattered sin-

gles remain for the Baylor

game (No SRO available) due

to Fort Riley Day activities.

Fans can purchase tickets by

contacting the K-State

Athletics Ticket Office at

www.k-statesports.com/tickets

or 1-800-221-CATS. Visiting

teams will have opportunities

to return unused tickets up to a

month prior to their visit. Stay

tuned to www.kstatesports.com

for information regarding

returned ticket availability. All

returned tickets will be sold at

During his days at K-State,

Stewart had the opportunity to

learn from and grow with three

very different coaches – a fac-

tor he said has helped him as he

now is working and growing as

a coach. He began his Wildcat

career playing for Wooldridge

and spent a year with Bob

Huggins before concluding his

collegiate career playing one

season for Frank Martin. 

“Going through three differ-

ent coaches – Wooldridge to

Huggins, they were totally dif-

ferent styles, and then Huggins

to Martin, they was a similar

style but their offense was a lit-

tle bit different – I’ve learned

and taken a little bit from each

of them,” said Stewart. “On the

defensive end, I’ve used a lot of

what I learned with Coach

Huggins, and then offensively

I’ve used some of Martin’s

offense. I tried to take it all in

and use what I learned today.”

high school basketball for

Bartlesville rival, Union High

School. A star on the high

school courts, Stewart was

recruited to play basketball at

K-State by former head coach

Jim Wooldridge and went on to

a successful playing career

with the Cats. 

A four-year starter, Stewart

played in 121 games during his

K-State career and scored 696

points while grabbing 290

rebounds. During his four

years, K-State earned a 76-49

record, and he helped the

Wildcats record back-to-back

postseason appearances his

junior and senior years as K-

State made the NIT in 2007 and

NCAA Tournament in 2008. 

“Going to K-State and fur-

thering my basketball career

there, it was probably the best

decision I ever made,” said

Stewart. “I love K-State. I real-

ly enjoyed my time there and I

loved the community and the

fan base.”

By: Kelly McHugh
KSU Sports Information
Former K-State men’s bas-

ketball standout Clent Stewart

(2004-08) embarked on a new

journey last year.

In July of 2014, he was

named the head basketball

coach of Bartlesville High

School in Bartlesville,

Oklahoma, and, in his first sea-

son with the Bruins, he led the

team to an exciting 2014-15

season. 

“I really enjoyed it,” said

Stewart about his first season as

a head coach. “We had a pretty

good season. We had a lot of

really good guys who worked

hard and put forth the effort.

Also being so close to home

and competing against schools

that I competed against as a

high school athlete, it really is

pretty neat for me. I enjoyed it,

and I’m looking forward to the

future.”

Stewart grew up in Broken

Arrow, Oklahoma, and played

Stewart Uses Unique K-State Experience to Grow as Coach

K-State is one of 22 schools
nationally to have played in
front of an average of more
than 12,000 fans for five con-
secutive seasons. The school
has won more than 75 percent
of its games in Bramlage
Coliseum’s 27-year history,
including a 127-23 (.847)
record over the past nine sea-
sons at home and a 69-5 (.932)
mark in non-conference play.
Syracuse led the nation in

attendance with an average of
23,854 fans per game, while
Kentucky (23,572), Louisville
(21,386), North Carolina
(19,582) and Wisconsin
(17,279) rounded out the Top 5.
The Big 12 ranked fourth

nationally among all confer-
ence with an average of 10,181
fans per game, trailing the Big
Ten (12,781), ACC (11,368)
and SEC (10,819). In all, the
league drew 1,771,483 fans to

174 contests in 2014-15.
K-State was one of 13

schools nationally and one of
just two Big 12 schools to have
both its men’s and women’s
basketball programs finish in
the Top 30 nationally in atten-
dance, as the Wildcats finished
24th in women’s attendance
with an average of 4,039 fans.
K-State was joined on the list
by Iowa, Iowa State, Kentucky,
Louisville, Maryland,
Michigan State, Minnesota,
Nebraska, New Mexico, Ohio
State, Tennessee and
Wisconsin.
The Wildcats will return

seven lettermen, including four
players with starting experi-
ence, in 2015-16 to go with the
influx of seven newcomers,
including PARADE All-
American Dean Wade (St.
John, Kansas/St. John) and
NJCAA First Team All-
American Carlbe Ervin II
(Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma/Connors State
College). Senior guard Justin
Edwards (6.3 ppg., 3.3 rpg.) is
the team’s top returner in both
scoring and steals (37), while
junior forward Wesley Iwundu
(5.8 ppg., 3.5 rpg.) is the lead-
ing returner in rebounding
(108), assists (61), blocks (20)
and minutes (780).

home games in 2014-15, which
marked the eighth time in the
last nine seasons that the school
has drawn 200,000 or more
fans.
K-State has now placed

among the Top 35 in national
attendance 13 times since the
rankings started in 1970. The
school ranked a program-best
10th in 1969-70 (11,790) and
was 21st in 1979-80 (10,804)
and 22nd in 1977-78 (11,055)
and 1981-82 (10,832). In the
past nine years, the program
has been rated 24th in 2012-13
(12,528), 25th in 2007-08
(12,529) and 2011-12 (12,783),
26th in 2006-07 (12,301) and
2010-11 (12,652), 29th in
2013-14 (12,125) and 31st in
2009-10 (11,884) in the rank-
ings.
The Wildcats continue to

possess one of the top home
atmospheres in the country as

KSU Sports Information
Kansas State has ranked

among the Top 35 in men’s bas-
ketball attendance for the
eighth time in the last nine
years, as the NCAA released its
attendance figures for the
2014-15 season.
The Wildcats attracted

12,549 fans per game to 17
home games this past season to
rank 26th nationally and third
in the Big 12 Conference.
Kansas led all league schools
with an average of 16,383 fans,
which placed seventh in the
country, while Iowa State
(14,295) also ranked in the Top
20 at No. 19. In all, seven Big
12 schools ranked among the
Top 60.
The 12,549 average ranks

fourth in school history with
eight of the school’s Top 10
attendance averages coming
since 2006-07. Overall, K-State
drew 213,337 fans to its 17

K-State Again Among National Leaders in Attendance

Dante Barnett (22) gets a hit in the TCU game last year. (Photo by Ben Brake)

the full public rate and season

ticket wait list accounts will

have first opportunity to pur-

chase.

K-State opens its 120th sea-

son of football on Saturday,

September 5, as the Wildcats

host South Dakota. The game,

which is slated for a 6:10 p.m.,

kickoff, will be shown world-

wide on K-StateHD.TV begin-

ning at 5:30 p.m., with the K-

State Gameday preview show.

Kansas State launched the

new K-StateSports.com on July

1, a new digital partnership

with SportsLabs. All fans will

need to re-subscribe to K-

StateHD.TV as a new account

at www.k-statesports.com.

ORCHESTRA ON THE OREGON TRAIL 

What: A concert by Topeka Symphony Orchestra, pre-

ceded by a variety of activities, including tour-guided and

self-guided nature walks, wagon rides, a pioneer encamp-

ment, other musical acts, food and cowboy poetry

When: Gates open at 1 p.m. Sept. 6, with the concert at

6 p.m.

Where: Alcove Spring Historical Park, 6 miles south of

Marysville

Cost: $55 for adults; $15 for children 12 years and

younger

Tickets: On sale Friday at www.oot.org or (844) 252-

6830 

Orchestra On The
Oregon Trail

To buy tickets -
use your smart
phone and scan
this QR Code:


