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City Gives Ron Fehr 
A $6,000 Raise

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ A House
budget panel endorsed a $6.4 billion
budget plan Tuesday that doesn't bal-
ance without tax increases.

The budget approved by the House
Appropriations Committee would fall
about $133.6 million short if the
Legislature does not increase taxes on
alcohol and cigarettes as Republican
Gov. Sam Brownback has recom-
mended.

Republican Rep. Virgil Peck from
Tyro was the only committee member
to vote against the plan, saying he
would not support a budget that
increases spending without having
secured the revenues to pay for it.

``I know in my own home or busi-

ness, I don't go out and say, `I'm going
to spend X amount of dollars, now
where am I going to get the money,'''
Peck said.

Chairman and Republican Rep. Ron
Ryckman of Olathe said approving the
plan would help clarify how much
additional revenue the state will need
through new taxes.

``We kind of have a chicken-and-
egg game going between us and the
tax committee. We're going to give
them a target,'' Ryckman said.

Both chambers have already
approved the largest portion of the
state budget by passing the governor's
school funding overhaul. Brownback
is expected to sign the plan later this

Kansas House panel passes budget requiring tax increases
week.

The House Appropriations
Committee made a series of small
changes to the budget bill, including
setting aside as much as $3 million to
bring in an outside firm to study gov-
ernment programs to find cost savings.

Republican Rep. Marvin Kleeb of
Overland Park proposed the move,
and said it would provide a high return
on investment.

``If we can find efficiencies that
mean that we're able to actually spread
out more services to more people, then
we have a win-win for the taxpayers as
well as those who we are trying to
serve,'' Kleeb said.

The Manhattan City Commission

last week gave City Manager Ron

Fehr a $6,000 raise. Here is part of a

memo that tells about the raise.

Annually, the City Commission

evaluates the performance of the City

Manager and also considers adjust-

ments to the contract based on a vari-

ety of factors with an emphasis on the

performance of the City Manager in

achievement of goals, other accom-

plishments, etc. The City Manager’s

last review was on February 18, 2014,

and on March 4, 2014, the City

Commission approved adjustments to

the Employment Agreement consist-

ing of a salary increase of 3.9%. The

City Commission performed the cur-

rent review at the City Commission

Meeting on February 17, 2015.

The evaluation of the City

Manager’s performance has conclud-

ed and a copy of the modified

Employment Agreement is attached

for consideration. It is recommended

that the base salary of the City

Manager be increased to a new base

salary of $141,000, which is approxi-

mately a 3.9% increase, reflecting a

1.7% cost of living and a 2.24% merit

adjustment, from the current base

salary of $135,653.28. In addition, the

contribution to the employee’s ICMA-

RC retirement plan will increase by

2% for a total 10% of base salary con-

tribution. There are no other adjust-

ments to the compensation package

and all other terms of the agreement

remain in place.

HEALTH AND 

LIFE INSURANCE

Employee shall receive, at the

City’s expense including payment by

the City of the employee’s share of

such benefits, all disability, health

benefits, and life insurance as provid-

ed to all exempt City of Manhattan

employees as enumerated in the City

Personnel Manual. Additionally,

Employer shall provide up to $1,200

in annual premium for a $100,000

term life insurance policy for the ben-

efit of the employee during the life of

this contract. Employee shall be

responsible for providing documenta-

tion of the expense.

SECTION 9.  RETIREMENT

Employer agrees to execute all nec-

essary agreements provided by the

International City Management

Association - Retirement Corporation

(ICMA-RC) for Employee’s contin-

ued participation in said ICMA-RC

retirement plan and, in addition to the

base salary paid by Employer to

Employee, Employer agrees to pay an

amount equal to ten percent (10.0%)

per annum into ICMA-RC on

Employee’s behalf and to transfer

ownership to succeeding employers

upon Employee’s resignation or dis-

charge. Additionally, Employer will

make such contributions in

Employee’s name into the Kansas

Personnel Retirement System

(KPERS) as required by law.

SECTION 10. DUES AND SUB-

SCRIPTIONS

Employer agrees to pay for profes-

sional dues and subscriptions of

Employee necessary for his continua-

tion and full participation in national,

regional, state and local associations

and organizations, provided said

expenses have been previously bud-

geted for. Nothing herein shall require

Employer to budget for such expenses.

SECTION 11.  PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT

Employer hereby agrees to pay all

pre-budgeted travel subsistence

expenses of Employee for profession-

al and official travel, meetings, and

occasions adequate to continue the

professional development of

Employee and to adequately pursue

necessary official and other functions

for Employer, including, but not limit-

ed to, the Annual Conference of the

International City/County

Management Association, Kansas

Association of City Managers, the

state league of municipalities, and

such other national, regional, state and

local governmental groups and com-

mittees thereof which Employer or

Employee serves as a member.

Associated Press
An Arizona sheriff known for

crackdowns on illegal immigration is
acknowledging he violated a judge's
order to stop detaining people based
solely on suspicion they're in the
country illegally.

It marks a rare public expression of
contrition for the normally unapolo-
getic Maricopa County Sheriff Joe
Arpaio. But it's also an attempt to head
off court hearings in late April that
would examine the violations and
would likely provide embarrassing
details about the sheriff's office.

Arpaio's acknowledgment backs up
what county officials and the judge
have said for months. His managers
never told members of his immigrant
smuggling squad that a judge in
December 2011 barred them from
stopping people based on suspicions
about immigration status, leaving offi-
cers to violate the order for 18 months.

Lawyers for Arpaio and top aide
Jerry Sheridan said in papers late
Tuesday that their clients agree they
committed civil contempt of court.

The decision over whether to call
off the hearings is up to U.S. District
Judge Murray Snow, who made a May
2013 finding the sheriff's office had
racially profiled Latinos in regular
traffic and immigration patrols and has
repeatedly expressed frustrations
about the violations of his orders.

If the judge doesn't cancel the hear-
ings, they would also address a
botched effort by the sheriff's office to
gather videos of traffic stops that were
supposed to be turned over but were
withheld in the profiling case. Traffic
stop videos are being reviewed to
search for people harmed by the
agency's violation of the 2011 injunc-
tion.

Arpaio has proposed making a pub-
lic apology for the violations and
pressing county officials to create a
$350,000 fund to compensate people
harmed. Arpaio, Sheridan and perhaps
others would pool together contribu-
tions to make a $100,000 donation to a
Hispanic civil rights group.

It isn't clear whether Arpaio and
Sheridan would be only contributors

Arizona Sheriff Acknowledges
Violating Federal Court Orders

to the proposed $100,000 donation to
the civil rights group. The request to
cancel the hearing was filed by only
two of the five sheriff's officials who
are targets of the civil contempt case.

In the past, the judge questioned
whether the fines from a civil con-
tempt finding would adequately
address the violations. He also is con-
sidering launching a separate criminal
contempt case that could subject
Arpaio to more fines and even jail
time.

Arpaio's attorneys say the hearings
next month would unnecessarily waste
hundreds of thousands of dollars of
county taxpayer money.

Arpaio's immigration enforcement
efforts have won him support from
voters and financial contributors over
the years, but his immigration powers
were gradually reined in by
Washington and the courts. Late last
year, Arpaio voluntarily gave up his
last major foothold in immigration
enforcement efforts.
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be signed and presented to the Commission.
Hobson said he is currently working with another couple who

wants to purchase a home in Lakeside Heights, but the house must
be connected to the sewer system before this can happen. Steve
DeHart and Hobson have been contacted by at least two other res-
idences in the near vicinity about the possibilities of connecting to
the sewer system. There are several other homes and unimproved
lots in this immediate area.

The current connection fee is $5,000 for Lakeside Heights and
$1,250 for University Park. With the second enlargement and the
soon to be a third enlargement, does the Commission want to
increase the connection fee?

The initial infrastructure was constructed and paid for by the
residents within the district. These residents have also paid into a
reserve account to be used for future repair and maintenance.
When new users desire to connect to an existing infrastructure, a
connection fee is generally required. This fee is intended to help
offset the cost of the initial infrastructure, repairs and maintenance
and future improvements .

Hobson said staff recommends we send a letter to all landown-
ers in the immediate vicinity of the landowners whom have shown
an interest in connecting to the sewer system. From the responses
of the letter we would invite those interested to attend a meeting
where we can discuss the process required to expand the sewer
district and provide some estimated construction costs.

The Board agreed by consensus to send letters to the rest of
property owners.

Hobson will bring the connection fee back to the commission at
a later date.

13. University Park Recommended Water Rate Increase
Hobson said the University Park Advisory Board met on

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 to review the sewer and water budgets
and proposed rate increases. The City of Manhattan recently raised
their water rate, following, which we received notice from the
Riley County Rural Water District # 1 they also were raising their
water rate from $4.76 to

$5.38 per 1,000 gallons.
After consideration of the budgets and worksheets the Advisory

Board voted to recommend increasing the water rate for
University Park residents from $5.00 to $5.50 per 1,000 gallons.
The rate for anyone receiving water outside of the District would
increase from $10 to $11 per 1,000 gallons.

Move to approve the request to increase the water rate at
University Park to $5.50 per 1,000 gallons and approve
“Resolution No. 030915- 06, A Resolution modifying the rates for
water and sewer usage in the University Park sewer and water ben-
efit district in Riley County, Kansas, and repealing resolutions in
conflict therewith.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ben Wilson, County Commissioner SECONDER:

Robert Boyd, County Commissioner AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
14. Project update
Hobson presented a Public Works project update.
10:25 AM
Brenda Nickel, Health Department DirectorMove to recess as

the Board of County Commissioners and convene as the Board of
Health.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
SECONDER: AYES:
Robert Boyd, County Commissioner
Ben Wilson, County Commissioner Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Board of Health Signature:

FY2016 Kansas Department of
Health and Environment (KDHE) Aid to Local Grant Application

Nickel said on February 23, 2015, the Riley County Health
Department presented the 2015 Goals to address health in Riley
County. During the presentation, she indicated that the
Department was working on grant applications that provide rev-
enue that assist the Department in conducting this work. The
Department has completed the application process for the grant
application to fund the work and is preparing to submit the grant
application by the required deadline of March 16, 2015.

The Riley County Health Department receives revenue to assist
in funding public health services and programs from grants.
Cooperative or Aid to Local Grants through the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment received by Riley County
are applied for annually. Six grants through the Aid to Local Grant
Application due by March 16, 2015. The Aid to Local Grant
Application is requesting funding for:

Child Care Licensing
Family Planning
Immunization Action Plan
Maternal and Child Health
Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP)
State Formula

Grant applications or contracts for revenue that are not due at
this time are Women, Infant’s, and Children Nutrition Services and
Breastfeeding Peer Counselor, Healthy Families (Medicaid Funds
for Intensive Home Visiting), and the Early Childhood Block
Grant (Raising Riley).

Move to approve the Riley County Health Department’s
Application to the State of Kansas Department of Health and
Environment and authorized the signing of the application by the
Board of Health and the Director.

RESULT:
MOVER: SECONDER: AYES:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Robert Boyd, County Commissioner Ben Wilson, County

Commissioner Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Move to recess as the Board of Health and convene as the Board

of

Board of Riley County Commissioners Regular Meeting

March 09, 2015

8:30 AM  Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comment
Public Comments No public comment.

Commission Comments Wilson’s comments:
Friday, I attended the airport open house, celebrating the open-

ing of the new wing of the airport. The new facility is very nice,
and we will no longer have to walk outside between the airport and
airplanes starting this week. I also won the drawing there for a gift
card for American Airlines.

That evening, I attended a candidate meet and greet in Ogden
and got to talk with several people there.

Wells said the Home Show had a good turnout. Wells said the
booth rental had a waiting list for the Home Show.

Wells said he read an article in Sunday’s paper that discussed
the City of Manhattan applying for a grant for Wildcat Creek flood
area.

Boyd’s comments: Thursday 02.26.15
Met with RCPD Law Board Counsel to discuss law board meet-

ing coordination
Friday 02.27.15
Met as a member of the Kansas Associationunties Finance

Committee in Topeka to review the financial data of the organiza-
tion.

Met as a member of the Kansas Association of Counties
Executive Committee in Topeka in the regularly scheduled meet-
ing to transact Association business.  Various legislative issues
were discussed.

Met with RCPD director and staff to discuss RCPD items and
issues.

Met with ATA Director Anne Smith and Mike Dodson for a
briefing on ATA and it facilities.

Attended the Riley County Public Health Advisory Council
meeting.

Business Meeting
Sign Riley County Personnel Action Form(s)
The Board of County Commissioners signed Riley County

Personnel
Action Forms for the following:
Kelly Williamson, an On Call Juvenile Intake Officer, in the

Community Corrections Department, for Separation from County
Service, effective February 10, 2015.

Katie Narregan, an On Call Juvenile Intake Officer, in the
Community Corrections Department, for Separation from County
Service, effective December 18, 2014.

Review Minutes4. Board of Riley County
Commissioners - Regular Meeting - Mar 5, 2015 8:30 AM

Move to approve the minutes.

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd, County Commissioner SECONDER:

Ben Wilson, County Commissioner AYES: Boyd, Wells, Wilson
Review Tentative Agenda5. Tentative Agenda
Press Conference Topics6. Discuss Press Conference
Johnette Shepek - Riley County purchase card Rich Vargo-

April 7th General Election
City - grant for Wildcat Creek area

9:00 AM
Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance Officer7. Year to date

budget and expenditure reports
Shepek presented year to date budget and expenditure reports.

9:15 AM
Gary Stith, Flint Hills Regional Council8. Flint Hills Regional

Council update
Stith presented a Flint Hills Regional Council update.

9:30 AM
Press Conference9. Fake Patty’s Day report - Captain Josh Kyle

and Larry Couchman (3-5 minutes)
Kyle said it was a very active Fake Patty’s Day. Kyle said the

difference from last year is foot patrol was on utility vehicles this
year. Kyle thanked Pat Collins and the Aggieville Business
Association.

Kyle discussed issues out in the County. Kyle discussed an
event at Britt’s.

Couchman presented preliminary numbers as of Sunday, March
8th.

Couchman said there are three areas of concern: severity of
cases hospitalized, increase in under age, and increase in risk tak-
ing behavior.

10. Manhattan Public Library  and  Riley  County  Historical
Society Program on the 1924 Monarchs and their Manhattan
Baseball Game - Cheryl Collins (3 minutes)

C. Collins said on Sunday, March 29th author and historian Phil
S. Dixon will “Explore Baseball History” at the Manhattan Public
Library at 2:00 p.m. Mr. Dixon will talk about the 1924 world
champion Kansas City Monarchs and their connection to
Manhattan, Kansas.

11. April 7th General Election - Jolene Keck (2-3 minutes) Keck
said  the last day to register to vote is March 17th.

Keck said sample ballots and polling places can be found on the
Riley County website.

Keck said advance voting in office begins March 18th 8:00 a.m.
- 5:00p.m. Monday - Friday; Saturday, April 7th and Monday,
April 6th 8:00-12:00 (noon).

10:00 AM
Break
10:05 AM
Leon Hobson, Public Works Director/County Engineer12.

Lakeside Heights Sewer District Enlargement
Hobson said a few years ago the Commission formed the origi-

nal Lakeside Heights Sewer District. A couple of years ago the
Commission added an enlargement to the original district. The
construction in this enlargement is just about completed.

Hobson said recently he received a request to again enlarge the
Lakeside Sewer District and the University Park Water District.
This request has been approved by the University Park Advisory
Board and currently a petition will soon be drafted whereby it can

Riley County Minutes 
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month

Check out the

Videos of the two

meetings the Riley

County

Commission held

on a Public

Building

Commission at

our web site:

manhattanfreepress.com

County Commissioners.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Robert Boyd, County Commissioner
SECODER: Ben Wilson, County Commissioner AYES: Boyd,

Wells, Wilson

10:40 AM
Clancy Holeman, Counselor/Director of Administrative

Services16. Administrative Work Session
17. Pending County Projects County Counselor
Holeman presented a County Counselor’s project list update.

10:50 AM
Robert Boyd left the meeting to attend a Manhattan Airport

Advisory Board meeting.

11:00 AM
Cheryl Collins, Museum Director18. RileyCounty Historical

Museum Staff Report

C. Collins, said she attended the first annual Kansas State
University Digital Humanities Symposium “Exploring the Digital
Medium: Cross Disciplinary Collaboration in the Digital
Humanities” February 27 and 28.

C. Collins said during the month of March the Riley County
Historical Society and Museum have partnership programs with
two Riley County libraries. On March 8 at the new Riley City
Library we will open the exhibit “Riley County Relics” which
explores the history of the City of Riley. Also on March 8 Museum
Director Cheryl Collins will present the program “A Ramble
Through Riley 100 Years Ago” discussing life in the City of Riley
in 1915. The exhibit will run through April 11.

C. Collins said on Sunday, March 29 we will co-sponsor with
the Manhattan Public Library a program by Phil Dixon on the
1924 Kansas

City Monarchs Baseball World Championship and the connec-
tion between the Monarchs and Riley County. Mr. Dixon is the
author of 9 books on baseball, winning the Casey Award for the
best baseball book of 1992.

AdjournmentMove to adjourn after the County Officials
Luncheon.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ben Wilson, County Commissioner SECONDER:

Ronald Wells, County Commissioner AYES: Wells, Wilson
ABSENT: Boyd

12:00 PM
County Officials Luncheon19. County Officials’ Luncheon

Agenda

Robert Boyd attended.

takes a home mortgage interest deduction or claims personal
exemptions.

To be sure, it would be nice if the tax code was so simple and
fair that there weren’t so many Byzantine nooks and crannies that
mostly serve to enrich politicians, tax lawyers and accountants. So
when I see the IRS advocating for a flat tax, then I’ll believe
they’re looking out for our best interests.

Scam #10
Falsifying Income to Claim Credits: Taxpayers should avoid

inventing income to erroneously claim tax credits. Taxpayers are
sometimes talked into doing this by scam artists. Taxpayers are
best served by filing the most accurate return possible because
they are legally responsible for what is on their return.

In scam #6, the IRS benevolently warned us about sketchy tax
return preparers who promise inflated refunds. This is sort of the
same issue, only this time the IRS is playing the role of threaten-
ing parent. As previously noted, the EITC has a notoriously high
fraud rate because of IRS laxity and incompetence, so it’s hard to
take seriously the bureaucracy’s warnings about making improper
claims.

To be sure, it would be nice if the IRS wasn’t in the business of
operating an income redistribution program. Ultimately, all
means-tested programs should be devolved to the state and local
level.

Scam ______________from page 5
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system can’t distinguish when a
case is completed to release the
records automatically.

In Colorado, a few of the
files included the voucher
forms, but all of the amounts on
the forms were redacted. That
goes directly against the law,
which says even before a case
is complete to “make public
only the amounts approved for
payment to the defense counsel
by dividing those amounts in
the following categories.”

Colwell said his computer
system is set up so the attorneys
file the vouchers, which are
public, and the backing materi-
als, which are not public,
together so he can’t make that
information available on
PACER, as it will contain non-
public documents.

But Leslie said courts often
seal information that the public
should have to make decisions
about the court and government
functions.

“We see this a lot of times in
other context,” he said.
“Sealing should be done only
when there is a compelling
state interest and justification
and the court solution is to nar-
rowly tailor it, but we see all
time the court sealing informa-
tion that shouldn’t be sealed.”

Attorneys and the courts say
taxpayers are safeguarded
because the judges review the
vouchers before paying them,
but Watchdog.org found that

By Arthur Kane |
Watchdog.org

Federal law clearly says that
payment vouchers to outside
attorneys acting as public
defenders should be available
to the taxpayers who pay those
bills — especially after all legal
appeals are exhausted.

After a case is complete, the
“court shall make available to
the public an unredacted copy
of the expense voucher,” Title
18 3006A states in Section D.

But when Watchdog.org
asked for the vouchers in the
case of multiple-convicted-
murderer Nathan Dunlap, a
clerk answering the phone and
a different employee at the
clerk’s office both said those
CJA vouchers are never public.
Trying to access them on the
court’s public records system,
PACER, yielded only the
phrase “You do not have per-
mission to view this docu-
ment.”

Dunlap exhausted all of his
appeals two years ago, but the
records were not readily avail-
able.

Only after appealing to the
head clerk Jeffrey Colwell was
Watchdog.org able to get a
summary of expenses for
Dunlap’s case. That summary
resulted in a story uncovering
nearly $200,000 charged to tax-
payers for attorneys, consult-
ants, professors and even a PR
person up to two years after the
U.S. Supreme Court turned
down Dunlap’s final appeal.

Gregg Leslie, legal defense
director at the Reporters
Committee for Freedom of the
Press, said courts often make
their own rules even when
there’s a federal law.

“Unfortunately, it is a fact
that court administrators do
things the way they want,” he
said. “If Congress enacted a
law, they should not have a
practice that is counter to that.”

Colwell conceded that his
clerks need to be trained to let
people know they can obtain
voucher information.

“I’m not going to make a ton
of excuses for my people,”
Colwell said. “While they’re

not publicly available on the
docket, people can send in a
request and we will provide
them a copy.”

Colwell pointed out the law
opening the vouchers expired
or sunsetted around 2000, but
the federal judicial department
adopted a series of rules regu-
lating release of the informa-
tion about taxpayer payments
to attorneys.

The judicial rules say the
vouchers should be released
unless a court determines the
information violates the right
against self-incrimination, the
attorney client privilege, work
product, a person’s safety or
any other interests that justice
may require. The documents
can also be denied if they
reveal strategy, privacy or hurt
effective counsel.

But George Brauchler, 18th
Judicial District Attorney
whose office prosecuted
Dunlap, said any privacy and
strategy concerns should disap-
pear after all proceedings are
completed and taxpayers
should see what they’re paying.

The law “provides for redac-
tion of certain information at
certain stages of the proceed-
ings — and there is justifica-
tion for redaction to protect
strategic decisions — but
what’s the reason for secrecy
now?” he asked in a phone
interview with Watchdog.org
last month about the Dunlap
case. “There’s no ongoing liti-
gation.”

A spot check of dozens of
concluded death penalty case
shows different districts handle
the payments in different ways
despite all falling under the
same federal law and judicial
rules.

In Ohio, for example, many
vouchers were readily available
on PACER, listing hours,
expenses and various details of
what the attorney or investiga-
tor did to receive the taxpayer
money.

In the case of Arthur Tyler,
there were vouchers detailing
more than $100,000 of expens-
es to fight his execution. The
governor eventually granted
him clemency.

A couple of the most recent
vouchers weren’t available, but
nearly all amounts from the
early 2000s were provided both
in the docket report summary
and in the full unredacted
voucher.

In Texas, however, none of
the vouchers were available.
But a court clerk emailed the
documents when Watchdog.org
requested them. She wrote the
vouchers aren’t available on
PACER because the computer

Federal clerks provide inaccu-
rate info on court document

check and balance isn’t always
effective in protecting taxpay-
ers.

George Rivas, who led the
Texas 7 prison escape that
resulted in the death of a police
officer, was executed  Feb. 29,
2012. His attorney, Mick
Mickelsen, filed a request for
payment with the court for
work done in April 2012 — two
months after his client was exe-
cuted, vouchers obtained by
Watchdog.org show.
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two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third fu
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Pizza
Casserole

Answers On Page 4

Dinner ready in less than an hour. Enjoy this casserole

made with pizza ingredients in a new way – a delightful

meal.

Ingredients

8  ounces uncooked wheel-shaped macaroni (about 3 1/2

cups) 

1/2  pound bulk turkey Italian sausage 

2 3/4  cups meatless tomato pasta sauce 

1/4  cup sliced ripe olives 

1  can (4 ounces) Green Giant™ mushroom pieces and

stems, drained 

1  cup shredded fat-free or part-skim mozzarella cheese (4

ounces) 

Direction

1 Heat oven to 350º. Cook macaroni as directed on pack-

age; drain. Cook sausage in skillet, stirring frequently, until

no longer pink; drain. 

2 Mix macaroni, sausage, pasta sauce, olives and mush-

rooms in 2 1/2-quart casserole. 

3 Cover and bake about 30 minutes or until hot. Sprinkle

with cheese. Let stand about 5 minutes or until cheese is

melted. 

Expert Tips

“When using any ground meat, I rinse it off in hot water

after cooking to remove even more fat. I have found that the

fewer ingredients in a dish, the less added fat it contains.”

Nancy D.

Auctions   

Land Auction Thursday

March 26th 360 acres +/-

Dickinson county offered in 5

tracts expired CRP and Pasture.

6 miles North of Chapman, Ks

Ruckertauctions.com 785-565-

8293

Educational

M E D I C A L B I L L I N G

T R A I N E E S N E E D E D !

Become a Medical Office

Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE

NEEDED! Online training can

get you job ready! HS

Diploma/GED & PC/Internet

needed! 1-888-589-9683

H e a l t h / M e d i c a l

Services/Supplies   

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?

Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-

relieving brace -little or NO

cost to you. Medicare Patients

Call Health Hotline Now! 1-

800-824-2041

Help Wanted/Truck Driver     

Butler Transport Your

Partner In Excellence. CDL

Class A Drivers Needed. Sign

on Bonus. All miles paid. 1-

800-528-7825 or www.butler-

transport.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver     

Convoy Systems is hiring

Class A drivers to run from

Kansas City to the west coast.

Home Weekly! Great Benefits!

www.convoysystems.com 1-

800-926-6869 ext. 303

Help Wanted/Truck Driver     

Drivers - No experience?

Some or LOTS of experience?

Let's Talk! No matter what

stage in your career, its time,

call Central Refrigerated Home

(888) 670-0392

www.CentralTruckDrivingJobs

.com

Misc.

ALL STEEL! Great deals on

Sentinel buildings! Specifically

engineered for you. Highest

quality. Value priced. Expert

guidance start to finish.

Sentinel Building Systems.

800-327-0790. www.sentinel-

buildings.com.

Misc.

AVOID TAX REFUND

REGRET Invest in New 3-4

Bdrm Clayton Mfd/Modular

Home and Receive up to $7500

Gift Card. Lenders offering $0

Down for Land Owners. Less

than perfect credit OK. 866-

858-6862

Classifieds...

800-798-9986

Take legal action for financial losses
caused by Syngenta’s GMO corn seed.
Get the compensation you deserve!
Call us today for a free consultation.

Ta

Justice for GMO Corn Losses!

ATTENTION:   GMO AND NON-GMO FARMERS   |   LAND OWNERS
GRAIN ELEVATORS   |   DISTRIBUTORS   |   EXPORTERS   |   TRANSPORTERS

Here’s a real all-family staple recipe. Studies confirm that

a low-fat diet rich in milk, milk products, fruits and vegeta-

bles (pasta sauce counts as a vegetable!) may help reduce

the risk of high blood pressure and other factors for heart

disease.



209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
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SELF STORAGE
(785)313-7777

Protection You Can Count On!

4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503

Landmark
Now offering Uhaul trucks and trailers

Landmark-Selfstorage.com

View rates and pay online at Emove.com

By Daniel J. Mitchell
CATO Institute 

Tax day, April 15, is almost
upon us, and our friends at the
Internal Revenue Service have
a relatively new tradition of
providing an annual list of 12
“tax scams” that taxpayers
should avoid.

It’s an odd collection, com-
prised of both recommenda-
tions that taxpayers protect
themselves from fraud, as well
as admonitions that taxpayers
should be fully obedient to all
IRS demands.

Unsurprisingly, the list con-
tains no warnings about the
needless complexity and puni-
tive nature of the tax code. Nor
does the IRS say anything
about how taxpayers lose the
presumption of innocence if
there’s any sort of conflict with
the tax agency. Perhaps most
important, there’s no acknowl-
edgement from the IRS that
many of the dirty dozen scams
only exist because of bad tax
policy.

Of course, government
bureaucracies aren’t in the
business of admitting their own
flaws, or pointing out the bad
choices of their political mas-
ters. But it’s worth keeping
these issues in mind as we
review the “dirty dozen” and
perhaps learn some unintended
lessons.

Here’s the IRS list, with each
scam followed by some analy-
sis and commentary.

Scam #1
Phone Scams: Aggressive

and threatening phone calls by
criminals impersonating IRS
agents remain an ongoing
threat to taxpayers. The IRS
has seen a surge of these phone
scams in recent months as scam
artists threaten police arrest,
deportation, license revocation
and other things. The IRS
reminds taxpayers to guard
against all sorts of con games
that arise during any filing sea-
son.

It’s helpful that the IRS is
warning taxpayers not to
believe callers claiming to be
agents. But perhaps it’s worth
pausing a moment and asking
why taxpayers are vulnerable
to such scams. Is it because the
IRS has a much-deserved repu-
tation for harsh treatment and
that people are terrified — and
therefore susceptible — when
getting calls from criminals
posing as IRS officials?

If America had a relatively
benign tax system, such as
Hong Kong’s flat tax, it’s high-
ly unlikely that taxpayers
would suffer from the toxic
combination of fright and gulli-
bility that enables criminal
behavior.

Scam #2 
Phishing: Taxpayers need to

be on guard against fake emails
or websites looking to steal
personal information. The IRS

will not send you an email
about a bill or refund out of the
blue. Don’t click on one claim-
ing to be from the IRS that
takes you by surprise.
Taxpayers should be wary of
clicking on strange emails and
websites. They may be scams
to steal your personal informa-
tion.

To be sure, it’s a good thing
that the IRS is warning people
about the dangers associated
with unsolicited scams. But we
need to ask once again why tax-
payers are vulnerable to bogus
emails. Is it perhaps because
the IRS has such immense
power that many people are
bullied into unthinkingly acqui-
escing when a situation calls
for prudent skepticism?

Under a simple and fair flat
tax, by contrast, it’s hard to
imagine this kind of scam
being successful. After all, the
IRS would only need to know
the size of your household and
a few numbers off your W-2
form.

Scam #3
Identity Theft: Taxpayers

need to watch out for identity
theft especially around tax
time. The IRS continues to
aggressively pursue the crimi-
nals that file fraudulent returns
using someone else’s Social
Security number. The IRS is
making progress on this front
but taxpayers still need to be
extremely careful and do
everything they can to avoid
becoming a victim.

This isn’t a problem limited
to the IRS and the tax code.
There are lots of bad people
seeking to steal money via
identity theft. So it’s unclear
what the IRS is trying to
achieve, other than trying to
appear as if it’s concerned with
our well-being.

Many taxpayers might not be
that upset to have their identi-
ties stolen if it meant that the
thief also inherited their obliga-
tions to the IRS. Sadly, that’s
not the way it works.

Scam #4
Return Preparer

Fraud: Taxpayers need to be on
the lookout for unscrupulous
return preparers. The vast
majority of tax professionals
provide honest, high-quality
service. But there are some dis-
honest preparers who set up
shop each filing season to per-
petrate refund fraud, identity
theft and other scams that hurt
taxpayers. Return preparers are
a vital part of the U.S. tax sys-
tem. About 60 percent of tax-
payers use tax professionals to
prepare their returns.

Yet again, we have an exam-
ple of the IRS putting itself in
the role of concerned parent,
warning us children to be wary
of sketchy and dishonest peo-
ple. That’s a semi-admirable
stance for the IRS, though the
real problem is that the tax code

has become so mind-numbing-
ly complex that more than 60
percent of taxpayers feel com-
pelled to get professional assis-
tance.

If we had a simple and fair
tax system, much of this would
be unnecessary. With a flat tax,
for instance, filing a tax return
could be a homework assign-
ment for a kid in elementary
school. As such, the risk of
identity theft by a dodgy tax
return preparer disappears.

Scam #5
Offshore Tax

Avoidance: The recent string of
successful enforcement actions
against offshore tax cheats and
the financial organizations that
help them shows that it’s a bad
bet to hide money and income
offshore. Taxpayers are best
served by coming in voluntari-
ly and getting their taxes and
filing requirements in order.
The IRS offers the Offshore
Voluntary Disclosure Program
(OVDP) to help people get
their taxes in order.

Finally, we get to an example
of the IRS threatening taxpay-
ers rather than pretending to be
our friend. The tax agency
seems to imply that it’s illegal
to have a foreign account. It’s
only if you read the fine print
that the IRS acknowledges that
such accounts are legal and that
“there are legitimate reasons
for maintaining financial
accounts abroad.” So the real
purpose of listing this as a scam
is to browbeat people into
reporting such accounts and
paying taxes.

Of course, if we had a good
tax system with no double tax-
ation of income that is saved
and invested, as well as no
extraterritorial taxation on
income that is earned – and
already subject to tax – over-
seas, then this entire issue
would vanish.

Scam #6
Inflated Refund

Claims: Taxpayers need to be
on the lookout for anyone
promising inflated refunds. Be
wary of anyone who asks them
to sign a blank return, promises
a big refund before looking at
their records, or charges fees
based on a percentage of the
refund. Scam artists use flyers,
advertisements, phony store
fronts and word of mouth via
community groups and church-
es in seeking victims.

Here’s another case of the
IRS acting as our concerned
parent as the bureaucrats warn
us about dodgy tax return pre-
parers. But maybe we wouldn’t
have such a big problem if the
IRS didn’t have such a horrible
track record of paying out
money to people who make
false claims. The fraud rate for
the earned income credit (an
income redistribution program
operated by the IRS) is very
high, leading to billions of dol-

lars of improper handouts each
year, so maybe the IRS should
stop throwing stones in its glass
house.

The real solution to this scam
is tax reform so that the tax
code is simple and there are no
embedded spending programs
like the EITC to attract fraud-
sters.

Scam #7
Fake Charities: Taxpayers

should be on guard against
groups masquerading as chari-
table organizations to attract
donations from unsuspecting
contributors. Contributors
should take a few extra minutes
to ensure their hard-earned
money goes to legitimate and
currently eligible charities.
IRS.gov has the tools taxpayers
need to check out the status of
charitable organizations. Be
wary of charities with names
that are similar to nationally
known organizations.

How thoughtful of the IRS to
put us on guard against con
artists representing make-
believe charities. Though it’s
rather ironic to have the
bureaucracy warn about fake
charities when the IRS was
misusing its power for reasons
of political bias prior to the
2012 elections, and delaying
proper tax status to legitimate
nonprofit organizations.

This is another tax problem
that disappears with the right
kind of reform. Under a flat tax,
there’s no longer any charitable
deduction, so there’s no risk of
adding injury to injury by giv-
ing money to a non-creden-
tialed charity and getting in
trouble with the IRS.

Scam #8
Hiding Income with Fake

Documents: Hiding taxable
income by filing false Form
1099s or other fake documents
is a scam for which taxpayers
should always avoid and pro-
tect themselves. The mere sug-
gestion of falsifying documents
to reduce tax bills or inflate tax
refunds is a huge red flag when
using a paid tax return preparer.
Taxpayers are legally responsi-
ble for what is on their returns
regardless of who prepares the
returns.

Here’s our second example
of the IRS playing the role of
threatening parent rather than a
concerned one. We’re being
warned not to overstate deduc-
tions or understate income.
This is another case where the
IRS is being hypocritical since
it enforces policies such as
depreciation that compel busi-
nesses to overstate their
income. And there are numer-
ous provisions in the tax code
— such as the capital gains tax,
the double tax on dividends, the
second layer of tax on savings,
and the death tax — that result
in a single dollar of income
being taxed more than one
time.

sistency and has trouble
on the defensive end and
keeping opponents off the
offensive boards.

What’s next: Winner
plays on Sunday against the
winner of Wisconsin and
Coastal Carolina.

East Regional
6:27 p.m. CT - Friday,

Columbus, Ohio
No. 3 Oklahoma (22-10)

vs. No. 14 Albany (24-8)
Opponent FYI: Albany

won the America East
Conference’s automatic bid
on a late 3-pointer – its only
long-range shot of the game
– by Peter Hooley, a reserve

who averages 13.7 points.
Hooley is from Australia
and he returned there in
January to visit whose
mother, who died of cancer
at the age of 52. Sam
Rowley, a 6-6 senior for-
ward, leads the team in scor-
ing (14.6 points per game)
and rebounding (7.7 per
game). Junior guard Evan
Singletary averages 13
points and is the team’s top
3-point shooter at 40 per-
cent. Albany is making its
fifth NCAA Tournament
appearance and has a 1-4
record.

What’s next: Winner
plays on Sunday against the

winner of Providence and
Boise State/Dayton first-
round game.

South Regional
11:40 a.m. CT - Thursday,

Louisville, Ky.
No. 3 Iowa State (25-8)

vs. No. 14 UAB (19-15)
Opponent FYI:  UAB

won the automatic bid from
Conference USA by win-
ning the conference tourna-
ment which was played in
Birmingham. The Blazers
are coached by former
Kansas player Jerod Haase,
who is in his third season as
the team’s coach. Junior
guard Robert Brown is the

team’s only double figure
scorer at 12.8 per game.
UAB’s last NCAA
Tournament appearance was
in 2011 and it lost to
Clemson in a First Four
game. The Blazers are mak-
ing their 15th NCAA
Tournament appearance and
have a 9-14 record. UAB
played four ranked teams –
Wisconsin, North Carolina,
Florida and UCLA – in non-
conference play and lost by
an average margin of 22.8
points.

What’s next: Winner
plays on Saturday against
the winner of SMU and
UCLA.

Tournament ____________________from page 6

CATO: The Dirty Ten Tax Scams

See Scams page 2

doubt, taxpayers should seek an
independent opinion regarding
complex products they are
offered.

For our third example of the
IRS in the role of threatening
parent, the bureaucracy
engages in some very disingen-
uous word games. It basically
implies that “tax avoidance” is
against the law, but that’s false.
Courts have repeatedly ruled
that we have the right to take
advantage of any and all provi-
sions that enable us to legally
minimize the amount of our
income that is diverted to
Washington. By the way, that
includes any household that

So how about a deal? We’ll
pay the right tax on the right
level of income if the IRS
agrees to taking just one bite of
the apple. But don’t hold your
breath waiting for the politi-
cians to make such reforms.

Scam #9
Abusive Tax

Shelters: Taxpayers should
avoid using abusive tax struc-
tures to avoid paying taxes. The
IRS is committed to stopping
complex tax avoidance
schemes and the people who
create and sell them. The vast
majority of taxpayers pay their
fair share, and everyone should
be on the lookout for people
peddling tax shelters that sound
too good to be true. When in
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CALL 537-7701

Now Leasing 1-4 Bedrooms

R E A L  E S T A T E M A N A G E M E N T

Amherst Ave.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441
Fax 785-776-3787

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494

Expires 4/2/15

By Wendell Barnhouse 

Big12Sports.com Correspondent

Magic Johnson, when he was lead-

ing Showtime and the Los Angeles

Lakers, liked to call the final minutes

of a close game “winnin’ time.”

Now, it’s “winnin’ time” for the Big

12 Conference.

The NCAA Tournament bracket is

set and for the second consecutive sea-

son seven teams, 70 percent of the

membership, made the field.

The seven bids ties the conference

record (2014, 2010) and the Big 12's

three different seasons accomplishing

the seven-team feat is the second-most

in college basketball history.

The Big 12 spent the season atop

the RPI and the strength of the

Conference was evident in the seeds.

Overall, the league had No. 8 seed

Kansas, No. 9 Iowa State, No. 10

Baylor and No. 11 Oklahoma.

The Jayhawks are a No. 2 seed in

the Midwest, the Cyclones the No. 3

seed in the South, the Sooners the No.

3 in the East and the Bears the No. 3 in

the West. West Virginia (No. 5 in the

Midwest), Oklahoma State (No. 9 in

the West) and Texas (No. 11 in the

Midwest) round out the Big 12 teams.

“They showed a lot of respect for

the Big 12,” Baylor coach Scott Drew

said. “It shows they look at strength of

schedule and RPI. We were able to get

a lot of top 50 wins and cannot thank

the Big 12 enough for that.”

Last season, only two Big 12 teams

(Iowa State and Baylor) made it as far

as the regional semifinals.

“The seedings did reflect that the

(NCAA basketball) committee

thought very favorably of our league

and how good the league was, which

they should have,” Kansas coach Bill

Self said. “I think to validate it, you've

bid with a 38-36 victory over Georgia

Southern in the conference champi-

onship game. In the postgame celebra-

tion, coach Ron Hunter suffered a torn

Achilles tendon. The Panthers have

won nine of their last 10 games.

Georgia State is making its first

NCAA Tournament appearance since

2001. This is the school’s third NCAA

Tournament appearance and they have

a 1-2 record. Hunter’s son R.J., a 6-6

junior guard, leads the team in scoring

at 20.1 per game. Ryan Harrow, a sen-

ior guard who transferred from

Kentucky, averages 19.4 points. Kevin

Ware, who suffered a gruesome bro-

ken leg playing for Louisville in the

2013 Final Four, is a reserve guard.

What’s next: Winner plays on

Saturday against the winner of the

Xavier and BYU/Ole Miss first-round

game.

5:50 p.m. CT - Friday, Omaha, Neb.

No. 8 Oregon (25-9) vs. No. 9

Oklahoma State (18-13)

Opponent FYI: The Ducks earned

an at-large bid from the Pac-12

Conference after losing to second-

seeded Arizona in the conference

championship game. Oregon is

coached by former Kansas State and

Creighton coach Dana Altman, who

will be returning to Omaha for the

NCAA’s opening weekend. The Ducks

are led by Pac-12 Player of the Year

Joseph Young, who averages 20.1

points, 4.6 rebounds and 2.8 assists. A

6-2 senior guard who transferred from

the University of Houston, Young had

five games where he scored 27 or

more points. Forwards Elgin Cook

(13.3 per game) and Dillon Brooks

(11.4 per game) also score in double

figures. The team has struggled con-

Bulls won’t shy away from attacking

West Virginia’s full-court press and

playing a fast-paced game. Buffalo is

24th in scoring at 74.2 points per

game. Justin Moss, a 6-7 junior for-

ward, leads the team in scoring (18.3

per game) and rebounding (9.3).

Forward Xavier Ford is the only sen-

ior starter and the point guard is

Lamonte Bearden, a 6-3 freshman.

What’s next: Winner plays on

Saturday against the winner of No. 4

Maryland and No. 13 Valparaiso.

1:45 p.m. CT - Thursday,

Pittsburgh, Pa.

No. 11 Texas (20-13) vs. No. 6

Butler (22-10)

Opponent FYI: Butler, which lost to

Duke in the 2010 national champi-

onship game, is now a member of the

Big East Conference and earned an at-

large bid from that league. The

Bulldogs led the Big East in rebound-

ing and are second in the conference in

3-point shooting. The top players in

terms of rebounding are 6-9 senior

Kameron Woods (7.9 per game) and

junior guard Roosevelt Jones (5.2 per

game). Jones also averages 12.9 per

game. Junior guard Kellen Dunham

leads the team in scoring at 16.6 per

game. Butler is making its 13th

NCAA Tournament appearance and

has a 19-12 record. The Bulldogs

defeated North Carolina, then ranked

No. 5, in the Battle 4 Atlantis.

What’s next: Winner plays on

Saturday against the winner of No. 3

Notre Dame and No. 14 Northeastern.

West Regional

12:40 p.m. CT - Thursday,

Jacksonville, Fla.

No. 3 Baylor (24-9) vs. No. 14

Georgia State (24-9)

Opponent FYI: Georgia State won

the Sun Belt Conference’s automatic

“We have had a really good sea-

son,” Self said. “But in order to say,

‘Hey, it was a great season,’ you've got

to do well in the NCAA Tournament.”

NCAA Tournament Capsules

Midwest Regional

11:15 a.m. CT - Friday, Omaha,

Neb.

No. 2 Kansas (26-8) vs. No. 15 New

Mexico State (23-10)

Opponent FYI: New Mexico State

won the Western Athletic Conference

automatic bid, also won the regular-

season championship and is on a 13-

game winning streak. The Aggies have

reached the NCAA Tournament in five

of the last six seasons but is winless in

those appearances. Redshirt freshman

forward Pascal Siakam is New

Mexico State’s top player, averaging

13 points and 7.7 rebounds while mak-

ing 57.5 percent of his shots. He was

named WAC freshman of the year. The

Aggies have three senior starters, led

by forward Remi Barry who leads the

team in scoring at 13.3 per game. New

Mexico State is making its 19th

NCAA Tournament appearance and

has a 7-20 record.

What’s next: Winner plays on

Sunday against the winner of No. 7

Wichita State and No. 10 Indiana.

2:10 p.m. ET - Friday, Columbus,

Ohio

No. 5 West Virginia (23-9) vs. No.

12 Buffalo (23-9)

Opponent FYI: The Bulls are mak-

ing their first NCAA Tournament after

winning the Mid-American

Conference’s automatic bid. Buffalo is

coached by former Duke All-

American Bobby Hurley, who is in his

second season at the school. In the

school’s first game against a No. 1

team, the Bulls led Kentucky at half-

time in Rupp Arena on Nov. 16. The

got to go play well and have some

teams - whether it be three or four

teams - get to that second weekend.

“(Last year) we didn't do really

well, as a league, and I think that did

kind of devalue the regular season.”

Iowa State, which is making a

school-record fourth consecutive

NCAA Tournament appearance, was

seeded third last season. The

Cyclones, playing without injured

Georges Niang, lost to eventual

national champion Connecticut in the

Sweet 16.

“We know what it takes to get to

the Final Four,” Iowa State sophomore

Monte Morris said. "We beat (Kansas)

twice this year. I feel like we deserved

a two-seed, but we aren't that mad.

We're a three-seed. That's good too."

The Big 12 had five teams seeded

fifth or better in this year's NCAA

Championships, tying for the most of

any conference in the nation (ACC).

The average seed of Big 12 teams is

5.1 - the sixth straight campaign that

conference squads averaged 6.0 or

better for average seeding.

Texas was on the bubble as the cal-

endar flipped to March but the

Longhorns helped their resume with

three consecutive wins before losing

to Iowa State on a buzzer beater in the

Phillips 66 Big 12 Men's

Championship.

“We know we’re as good as any-

body,” Rick Barnes said, “but we have

to prove it. You can’t play 36, 37 min-

utes. We played as well as we have all

year from the second half of the Texas

Tech game to the final four minutes

against Iowa State."

Now all that’s remaining for the

seven Big 12 teams is to do some dam-

age during March Madness.

Seven Teams In The NCAA Tournament - Again

See Tournament page 5
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