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City, County Officials: Question Free Press Story

Editorial
By Jon A. Brake
Publisher

Manhattan Mayor Wynn Butler and
Riley County Commissioner Ron
Wells think, and are saying that the
Free Press makes up stories.

Butler held up a copy of the
December 4th issue of the Manhattan
Free Press at a meeting of the City
Commission and the Park Board last
Tuesday. Butler read the headline
“City Plans To Keep Up With
Lawrence”. Butler told the meeting
that it was not “true.” He then quoted
the Free Press saying “One of the
City’s projects will be a new $30 - $50
million Sports Comples like the one in
Lawrence.” Butler said that was not
“true.”

Butler went on to say that the news-
paper said “The Riley County
Commission will form a Public

Building Commission and they will be
able to finance both the City and
County public building projects and
never take them to the Voters”. Butler
ask the two boards “That’s not true is
it? There was no response from the
Commissioners or the Park Board.

Here are the facts if anyone thinks
the Free Press is making all of this up.

1. and 2. A private group (with the
City’s Park Manager setting as a mem-
ber), looked at building a $50 million
“private” Sports Complex. The group
found that they could not take on such
a project but turned it over to the City
of Manhattan and they have been con-
ducting meetings and plan on sending
out a survey. Half of the survey is ask-
ing questions about a Sports Complex.
(Yes, the headline was true and a
Sports Complex is one of their proj-
ects.)

3. If you will go to manhattanfreep-
ress.com and hit on Video Gallery and

Manhattan News and Events you will
find a folder called “Riley County 2nd
Building Commission Meeting. In
Part 1 at 16:30 on the video Riley
County Commission Chairman Bob
Boyd tells the group “Your going to
see other Commissions use it (PBC).”
(Yes, the City of Manhattan will be
using the building commission.)

4. In an e-mail to the Free Press the
next day Butler said: “I tried to get
those guys on record last night as not
supporting the PBC or the
Fieldhouse.” (As we pointed out
before he received no commitments
from the other Commissioners.)

Riley County Commissioner Ron
Wells has also been taking the Free
Press to task for not telling the truth.
(Mr. Wells, we have the video.)

At one meeting Wells quoted a Free
Press headline saying “We Don’t Want
Anyone Making a Profit.”

Roger Seemore had ask the ques-

tion about the county leasing a build-
ing in stead of forming a Building
Commission. Wells answered by say-
ing that if “you lease that company has
to make a profit.” Watch the video on
the Free Press website you will see the
question by Mr. Seemore and the
answer by the Commission. (As a con-
tractor Mr. Wells should know that
however you get a building by leasing
or building it yourself someone is
going to make a profit. It is the

American Way.)
What is next?
Monday, the Riley County

Commission signed the papers form-
ing a Building Commission. It can not
be stopped.

What the voters of Riley County
can do for the next two years is watch
the Commissioners. If they try to use
the Building Commission, voters need
to put together a petition to take the
project to a vote of the people and turn

it down.

In two years Commissioners Bob
Boyd and Ron Wells will be up for re-
election, vote them out of office and
replace them with two who will kill
the Building Commission.

Any two Commissioners can
change  anything  that  these
Commissioner have put together but if
a building is constructed using the
Building Commission it can not be
stopped untill the Bonds have been
paid off. It might be a long time com-
ing. The County Commissioners (see
the video) have been talking about a
50-year bond issue for a new
Courthouse.

If this continues you will see the
Building Commission become the
lending agency for the City, County,
School District and the State of
Kansas. You will not have another
vote on any new buildings projects in
Manbhattan or Riley County

Bowl game

Associated Press |
Saturday, Dec. 20

New Orleans Bowl

Nevada (7-5) vs. Louisiana-
Lafayette (8-4), 10 a.m. (ESPN)

New Mexico Bowl — at
Albuquerque

UTEP (7-5) vs. Utah State (9-4),
1:20 p.m. (ESPN)

Las Vegas Bowl

Colorado State (10-2) vs. Utah (8-
4), 2:30 p.m. (ABC)

Famous Idaho Potato
Bowl — at Boise

Western Michigan (8-4) vs. Air
Force (9-3), 4:45 p.m. (ESPN)

Camelia Bowl — at
Montgomery, Ala.

Bowling Green (7-6) vs. South
Alabama (6-6), 8:15 p.m. (ESPN)

Monday, Dec. 22

Miami Beach Bowl
BYU (8-4) vs. Memphis (9-3), 1

p-m. (ESPN)
Tuesday, Dec. 23

Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl

Marshall (12-1) vs. Northern
Ilinois (11-2), 5 p.m. (ESPN)

Poinsettia Bowl —
at San Diego

Navy (6-5) vs. San Diego State (7-
5), 8:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Wednesday, Dec. 24

Bahamas Bowl — at
Nassau

Western Kentucky (7-5) vs.
Central Michigan (7-5), 11 a.m.
(ESPN)

Hawaii Bowl — at
Honolulu

Rice (7-5) vs. Fresno State (6-7), 7
p-m. (ESPN)

Friday, Dec. 26

Heart of Dallas Bowl

Illinois (6-6) vs. Louisiana Tech (8-
4), noon (ESPN)

Quick Lane Bowl — at
Detroit

Rutgers (7-5) vs. North Carolina
(6-6), 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)

St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl

UCF (9-3) vs. N.C. State (7-5), 7
p-m. (ESPN)

Saturday, Dec. 27

Military Bowl — at
Annapolis, Md.

Virginia Tech (6-6) vs. Cincinnati
(9-3), noon (ESPN)

Sun Bowl — at El Paso,
Texas

Duke (9-3) vs. Arizona State (9-3), 1
p-m. (CBS)

Independence Bowl — at
Shreveport, La.

Miami (6-6) vs. South Carolina (6-
6), 3 p.m. (ESPN2)

Pinstripe Bowl — at
Bronx, N.Y.

Boston College (7-5) vs. Penn State
(6-6), 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Holiday Bowl — at San
Diego

Nebraska (9-3) vs. Southern Cal (8-
4), 7 p.m. (ESPN)

schedule

Monday, Dec. 29

Liberty Bowl — at
Memphis, Tenn.

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Texas A&M
(7-5), 1 p.m. (ESPN)

Russell Athletic Bowl — at
Orlando, Fla.

Clemson (9-3) vs. Oklahoma (8-4),
4:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Texas Bowl — at Houston

Texas (6-6) vs. Arkansas (6-6), 8
p-m. (ESPN)

Tuesday, Dec. 30

Music City Bowl — at
Nashville, Tenn.

Notre Dame (7-5) vs. LSU (8-4), 2
p-m. (ESPN)

Belk Bowl — at Charlotte,
N.C.

Louisville (9-3) vs. Georgia (9-3),
5:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Fosters Farm Bowl — at
Santa Clara, Calif.

Stanford (7-5) vs. Maryland (7-5), 9
p-m. (ESPN)

Wednesday, Dec. 31

Peach Bowl — at Atlanta

Mississippi (9-3) vs. TCU (11-1),
11:30 a.m. (ESPN)

Fiesta Bowl — at
Glendale, Ariz.

Boise State (11-2) vs. Arizona (10-
3), 3 p.m. (ESPN)

Orange Bowl — at Miami

Mississippi State (10-2) vs. Georgia
Tech (10-3), 7 p.m. (ESPN)

for 2014-15

Thursday, Jan. 1

Outback Bowl — at
Tampa, Fla.

Wisconsin (10-3) vs. Auburn (8-4),
11 a.m. (ESPN2)

Cotton Bowl Classic — at
Arlington, Texas

Baylor (11-1) vs. Michigan State
(10-2), 11:30 a.m. (ESPN)

Citrus Bowl — at
Orlando, Fla.

Minnesota (8-4) vs. Missouri (10-3),
noon (ABC)

Rose Bowl — at Pasadena,
Calif.

Playoff semifinal: Oregon (12-1) vs.
Florida State (13-0), 4 p.m. (ESPN)

Sugar Bowl — at New
Orleans

Playoff semifinal: Alabama (12-1)

vs. Ohio State (12-1), 7:30 p.m.
(ESPN)

Friday, Jan. 2

Armed Forces Bowl — at
Fort Worth, Texas

Pittsburgh (6-6) vs. Houston (7-5),
11 a.m. (ESPN)

TaxSlayer Bowl — at
Jacksonville, Fla.

Towa (7-5) vs. Tennessee (6-6), 2:20
p-m. (ESPN)

Alamo Bowl — at San
Antonio

UCLA (9-3) vs. Kansas State (9-3),
5:45 p.m. (ESPN)

Cactus Bowl — at Tempe,
Ariz.

Oklahoma State (6-6) vs.

Washington (8-5), 9:15 p.m.
(ESPN)

Saturday, Jan. 3
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl

Florida (6-5) vs. East Carolina (8-
4), noon (ESPN2)

GoDaddy Bowl — at
Mobile, Ala.

Toledo (8-4) vs. Arkansas State (7-
5), 8 p.m. (ESPN)

Saturday, Jan. 10

Medal of Honor Bowl —
at Charleston, S.C.

American vs. National, 1:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 12

College Football
Championship — at
Arlington, Texas

Sugar Bowl winner vs.
Rose Bowl winner, 7:30
p-m. (ESPN)

Saturday, Jan. 17

East-West Shrine Classic
— at St. Petersburg, Fla.

East vs. West, 3 p.m.
(NFLN)

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl
— at Carson, Calif.

National vs. American, 3 p.m.
(ESPN2)

Saturday, Jan. 24

Senior Bowl — at Mobile,
Ala.

North vs. South, 3 p.m.
(NFLN)
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601 S 5th St, Ste B
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INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.
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Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc
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_ Manhattan, Ks 66503
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Riley County Minutes
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month

What the Riley County Clerk and the Riley
County Commissioners are doing with the Commission
Minutes is Deceiving.

Look at the Minutes taken by Rich Vargo this

year (left) and the Minutes taken by Rich Vargo last
year (right). The County is paying $700 per month to
produce nothing but filler (left) and last year it did not
cost extra to write a complete history of the meeting.

Board of Riley County Commissioners Regular Meeting
Minutes
December 08, 2014
Commission Chambers 8:30 AM

8:30 AM Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment

1. Public Comments

Hobson said we have openings on the Road and Bridge
Advisory Committee. Hobson said Vern Bulk and Dick Hayter
have expressed interest in being reappointed to the Committee.

Boyd stated normal appointments will be finalized at a future
meeting. Nickel discussed a committee’s work on a year long
assessment of the Fake Patty’s event.

Commission Comments

2. Commission Comments

Wells said he looked at a concern on the condition of Deep
Creek Road.

Wells stated he met with Don Combs on future road plans in the

Manhattan, Riley County area.

Boyd said he attended the following Riley County activities
with the corresponding comments:

12.05.14

Traveled to Topeka for the 9-1-1 Coordinating Committee
meeting were we made progress toward a unified approach to our
state’s future

9-1-1 system. The challenges are larger than simply equipment;
we must find a methodology for that is effective for all communi-
ties and provides the needed service throughout the state yet offer
flexibility for individual communities to tailor systems to meet
their own needs.

Attended mayor’s parade from the mall to Aggieville. Great
crowds.

Attended the Flint Hills Volunteer Center’s Festival of Trees at
the

KSU Alumni Center and contributed to a most worthy cause.

12.7.14

Pearl Harbor Day, a day for remembering a great loss for the
United States. As our years pass, the memory of the “day which
will live in infamy” diminishes, a fact of life which we can little
impact. Yet on this day, my thoughts are of my Mother and Father
making the commitment to serve their country and go off to war
thereby altering their lives in the most profound manner.

Business Meeting

3. Board of Health Signature for Letter of Appreciation,
Sarah Hartsig,

Kansas Health Institute

Move to approve and sign the Letter of Appreciation to be sent
to Sarah Hartsig, Kansas Health Institute for her assistance with
the Health Department change management process to change
operating hours.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] MOVER:Dave
Lewis, County Commissioner SECONDER: Ronald Wells,
County Commissioner AYES: Boyd, Wells, Lewis

4. Sign Riley County Personnel Action Form(s)

The Board of County Commissioners signed Riley County
PersonnelAction Forms for the following:

Colleen Musil, a Records Assistant 11, in the County Clerk’s
Office, forSeparation from County Service, effective December
19, 2014.

Marsha Tannehill, a Raising Riley Child Care Facilitator, in the
Health Department, for Separation from County Service, effective
Decemberl12, 2014.

5. Sign Riley County Position Action Form(s)

The Board of County Commissioners signed Riley County
PositionAction Forms for the following:

A Raising Riley Child Care Facilitator, in the Health
Department, at agrade M.

Records Assistant II, in the County Clerk’s Office, at a grade H.

Raising Riley RIGHT Literacy Facilitator, in the Health
Department, ata grade G.

6. Sign a Tax Roll Correction for Pawnee Mental Health
ServicesEndowment Association, Inc.

Move to approve the Tax Roll Correction for Pawnee Mental
HealthServices Endowment Association, Inc. (204-18-2-80-14-
002.00-0) fortax year 2014 per Board of Tax Appeals Docket
#2014-7202-TX. This results in a decrease in tax dollars of
$10,567.94.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] MOVER:Dave
Lewis, County Commissioner SECONDER: Ronald Wells,
County Commissioner AYES: Boyd, Wells, Lewis

Review Minutes

7. Board of Riley County Commissioners - Regular
Meeting - Dec 4,

Move to approve the minutes.

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] MOVER:
Dave Lewis, County Commissioner SECONDER:
Ronald Wells, County Commissioner AYES: Boyd,
Lewis

Review Tentative Agenda

8. Tentative Agenda

Press Conference Topics

9. Discuss Press Conference

RCPD - Holiday Safety & Drinking and Driving Precautions

Pat Collins - Live Christmas Tree Safety

Shilo Heger - Property taxes due

Rich Vargo - Riley County board positions

Wells,

9:00 AM Rich Vargo, County Clerk

10. Year to date budget and expenditure reports

Vargo presented year to date budget reports.

9:15 AMGary Stith, Flint Hills Regional Council

I1. Flint Hills Regional Council update

Stith presented and update on Flint Hills Regional Council proj-
ects. Adams discussed the Fair Housing Study being conducted for
a seven county area.

9:30 AM

Press Conference

12. Flint Hills Forces exhibit lecture December 11 - Cheryl
Collins (2 minutes)

C. Collins said Thursday, December 11th Cliff Hight, co-author
of “Generations of Success: A Photographic History of Kansas
State University 1863-2013,” will share images and stories from
his book at the Flint Hills Discovery Center.

13. Farm Bill Educational Meeting on December 17 - Greg
McClure (3-5 minutes)

McClure said the Kansas Farm Management Association will
host a farm bill education meeting on Wednesday, December 17,

The Board of County Commissioners
Of Riley County, Kansas

The Regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners
met at the Riley County Plaza East Building November 25, 2013
with the following members present: Dave Lewis, Chair; Robert
Boyd, Vice Chair; Ron Wells, Member; and Rich Vargo, County
Clerk.

8:30 Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment, Commission Comments, & Business Meeting

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services; Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance Officer; Laura
Monsanto, KMAN; Joan Strickler, League of Women Voters;
Leon Hobson, Public Works Director/County Engineer; Monty
Wedel, Planning/Special Projects Director; Steve Higgins, Zoning
Enforcement Officer; Brent Sigman, REACH Committee Chair;
Lori Muir, REACH Committee Member; Janet Dean; Bob Isaac,
Planner; and Cindy Volanti, Human Resource Manager/Deputy
Clerk, attended.

Hobson said the Public Works Department was asked by aTa
Bus to remove the snow at their facility. Hobson said Public Works
removed the snow.

Hobson asked if the Board wants Public Works to remove snow
for aTa Bus and if Riley County should charge them or not.

The Board agreed by consensus that Riley County should
charge aTa Bus for snow removal.

Sigman presented the employee of the month award to Lisa
Daily.

Dean discussed a commissioner’s comment about the public not
being aware of Riley County facilities’ needs. Dean stated some
previous commissioners and employees are familiar with the
needs. Dean stated she feels a public building commission is dan-
gerous.

Boyd moved to approve “Resolution No. 112513-72, A
Resolution adopting revised definitions of “immediate family” for
the Riley County Personnel Policies and Guidelines.” Wells sec-
onded. Carried 3-0.

Boyd moved to approve the minutes of November 21, 2013 as
amended. Wells seconded. Carried 3-0.

Boyd moved to approve the payroll vouchers in the amount of
$279,987.46 and the following warrant vouchers for November
27,2013:

2013 Budget

County General $407,809.19
Health Department 75,751.39
Teen Court Collected Fund 183.80
War Memorial 950.00
County Auction 1,112.95

Juvenile Intake Case Mgr 668.44
Riley Co Juvenile Service 4,557.98
PATF 1,287.29

Motor Vehicle Operations 3,089.45
21st Jud Dist Teen Court 1,226.16
Riley Co Adult Services 9,036.00
Capital Improvements Fund 168,628.74
Economic Development 515,490.52
Emergency 911 4,014.06
Solid Waste 162,738.58
County Building 7,671.44
Road & Bridge Cap Project 131,686.82
RCPD Levy/Op 5,807.15

Landfill Closure 2,598.59

Riley Co Fire Dist #1 16,220.54
University Park W&S 510.51
Univ Park Capital Project 6,219.81
Hunters Island Water Dist 2,038.36
Deep Creek Sewer 80.24
Moehlman Bottoms 1,126.51
Konza Water Operations 5,421.80

$1,535,926.32

Wells seconded. Carried 3-0.

9:03 Brenda Nickel, Health Department Director

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services; Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance Officer; Laura
Monsanto, KMAN; Joan Strickler, League of Women Voters;
Kristina Johnson, Manhattan Mercury; and Kate Steves, KDHE,
attended.

Nickel presented a 2014 WIC Local Agency Contract
Amendment.

Boyd moved that Brenda Nickel, Riley County Health
Department Director, be authorized to sign the Amendment to the
WIC Local Agency Contract. Wells seconded. Carried 3-0.

Boyd moved to convene as the Riley County Health Board and
recess as the Board of County Commissioners. Wells seconded.
Carried 3-0.

Nickel discussed a Site Agreement between the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) Division of
Health Care Finance and the Riley County Health Department:
KanCare Outreach Eligibility Specialist.

Boyd moved to authorize Brenda Nickel, RCHD Director, to
sign the contract between the Riley County Health Department
and the KDHE Division of Health Care Finance for space provi-
sion for the KanCare Eligibility Outreach Specialist. Wells sec-
onded. Carried 3-0.

Nickel discussed the Kansas Statewide Farmworker Health
Program Agreement to Provide Primary Healthcare Services.

Boyd moved to authorize Brenda Nickel, RCHD Director, to
sign the contract between the Riley County Health Department
and the KDHE Kansas Statewide Farmworker Health Program
Agreement to provide Primary Healthcare Services. Wells second-
ed. Carried 3-0.

Boyd moved to recess as the Board of Health and reconvene as
the Riley County Commission. Wells seconded. Carried 3-0.
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Check out the
Videos of the
two meetings
the Riley
County
Commission
held on a
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The City of Oberlin, Kansas, isacceptingapplications for

7.\

Electric Journeyman Lineman

Electric Journeyman Lineman. The applicant must pos-
sessavalid Kansas Class BCDLlicense; HS diploma/GED
and line apprentice program cerlification. This position
is required to be on call on a rotating basis and residency
within the city limits. Interested candidates should sub-
mit a resume, cover letter and at least three work-related
references to City Clerk, City of Oberlin, 1 Morgan Drive,

Oberlin, KS 67749, EOE.

Thank You

The family of John W. Dummermuth
would like to thank everyone for all
your thoughtfulness and prayers, since
John’s passing.

Jim & Ronda
Norman & Betty

(785)313-7777

Now offering Uhaul trucks and trailers

Landmark-Selfstorage.com

View rates and pay online at Emove.com

4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503

Next to Manhattan Airport » www.landmark-selfstorage.com
= Q

HUTTL

DELIVERS,

776-5577

Limted Delvery Avea
1800 Claflin Road - FirstBank Center

| MANHATTAN - OGDEN]
—-

Human Resource
Specialist

(Fringe Benefits includes:
Health Insurance, Paid Leave-
Sick, Personal and Vacation)

Interested applicants may visit
the following link and apply
online:
http://www.usd383.org/manhattan-
ogden/district-office/human-
resources

(Contact Human Resources at
785-587-2000 or wvisit link above
for complete job description.)
E.O.E.
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Nebraska senator calls
$21,000 price on
school gender

documents

By Deena Winter

Nebraska Watchdog

LINCOLN, Neb. — Lincoln
Sen. Bill Avery said it’s

“ridiculous” the Lincoln Public
School district said it would
cost $21,000 to retrieve all pub-
lic documents related to its
controversial gender sensitivity
training.

The school district has been
embroiled in controversy since
Oct. 1 when news broke that
middle school teachers were
advised not to call students
“boys and girls,” but instead
less gender-specific terms like
campers, scholars or class mas-
cots like purple penguins.

Nebraska Watchdog asked
for all public documents held
by LPS administrative employ-
ees and school board members
pertaining to the gender train-
ing, as well as all LPS policies,
guidelines and training materi-
als on gender inclusiveness.
LPS responded by saying that
would cost over $21,000.

Avery, a staunch defender of
open records and transparency
in government, got a bill passed
last session to stop government
entities from charging exorbi-
tant prices for public records.
His bill was designed to end the
practice of charging hundreds
or thousands of dollars for pub-
lic records — sometimes in an
attempt to dissuade the
requester from getting them.

When told of the prices LPS
projected for public documents,
Avery said, “Tell them they
should read the law. You cannot
charge $21,000 for public
records. That’s ridiculous.”

Asked for a detailed esti-
mate, LPS said it would cost:

* $360 to retrieve all LPS
emails related to the training,
plus $405 to redact confidential
information in them. LPS said
it would have to search over
765 employee emails.

* $360 to retrieve all emails
between LPS district office
employees and the school
board on the issue, plus $810 to
redact confidential informa-
tion.

* $135 for all written records
pertaining to the gender train-

‘ridiculous’

ing at Irving, plus another $135
to redact it.

* $17,888 to retrieve all writ-
ten and electronic records of
district office employees and
board members, plus $810 to
redact information.

LPS estimated it would take
530 hours to get all records of
district office and school board
members on the gender train-
ing.  Watchdog’s  records
request was narrowed repeated-
ly until it only sought emails
between LPS administrators
and board members, at a cost of
$275. Those emails were the
subject of a Tuesday story
showing LPS encouraged the
training.

Lincoln attorney J.L. Spray
also requested any document
Superintendent Steve Joel sent
or received using the words
transgender, gender inclusive,
gender inclusiveness, gender
neutrality, equity liaison or
LGBT. LPS projected his docu-
ments would cost $888. In the
end, they only cost $240.

Avery’s new law bans gov-
ernment entities from charging
anything for the first four hours
of gathering documents, or
charging an attorney’s time to
comb through the documents
looking for confidential infor-
mation to redact. LPS didn’t
charge for the first four hours,
but charged $33.75 per hour to
redact information. Staff mem-
bers said an attorney wasn’t
doing the work, but an employ-
ee would consult with legal
counsel to ensure their redac-
tions were legal.

“They are not abiding by the
intent of the law and the spirit
of the law, they are simply
playing games,” Avery said.
“This is the kind of stuff that
infuriates lawmakers. They
know what the intent is, but
deliberately mislead. They hire
expensive lawyers and pore
over documents... and look for
things to hang their hat on.”
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Middle school just following orders in gender sensitivity training.

He said the city of Lincoln
did something similar recently,
despite his best efforts last ses-
sion. His bill was softened after
it ran into opposition from rural
county assessors.

“Everybody knew what we
were trying to achieve,” Avery
said. “A lot of public entities

were saying ‘We don’t want the
public to have access to this
stuff.” These are not records
that belong to the city, coun-
ty... they belong to the peo-
ple.”

Avery is being term-limited
out of office, but said if he were

returning next session, he’d “go
back with another law.”

“They don’t want to comply
with the law,” he said of LPS.
“They, of all people, ought to
be setting an example.”

While some records requests
are so broad they would exact
huge costs, Avery said that just

goes with the territory in gov-
ernment work.

“My argument is you have to
tolerate that as a risk,” he said.
“For every one of those (there)
are a dozen that aren’t. ...
Every entity has something
they’d rather not discuss in
press.”
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Adoption
A childless married couple
seek to adopt. Love, Happiness

Butler  Transport  Your
Partner In Excellence. CDL
Class A Drivers Needed. Sign
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and Bright Future. Financial
security. Expenses paid. Let’s
help each other. Lisa and Eric
1-855-983-3121

Adoption

ADOPT: Loving at-home
Mom and awesome Dad prom-
ise your baby the best in life.
Expenses paid. Laurie &
Lawrence, 1-888-449-0803

Health/Medical

Attention: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper

on Bonus. All miles paid. 1-
800-528-7825 or www.butler-
transport.com

Help
Driver

Drivers - No experience?
Some or LOTS of experience?
Let’s Talk! No matter what
stage in your career, its time,
call Central Refrigerated Home
(888) 670-0392
www.Central TruckDrivingJobs
.com

Wanted/Truck
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alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99
FREE Shipping! 100 Percent
Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-
800-906-4338

Health/Medical

SOCIAL SECURITY DIS-
ABILITY BENEFITS. Unable
to work? Denied benefits? We
Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon
& Associates at 1-800-737-
4275 to start your application
today?
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By Jon Cassidy |
Watchdog.org

Supporters of University of
Texas President Bill Powers
have for months worked might-
ily to deny or to marginalize
evidence lawmakers were
pulling strings to get unquali-
fied students admitted to the
university.

A new trove of public
records obtained by
Watchdog.org  demonstrates
that many of Powers’ most
vocal defenders — key alumni
association members, an educa-
tion coalition, politicians and
witnesses involved in a series
of impeachment hearings —
have been involved in subvert-
ing UT’s admissions process.

The records also show the
Texas Exes alumni association
and the Texas Coalition for
Excellence in Higher
Education were, in effect, two
more arms of Powers’ public
relations team.

The emails were first
obtained but not published by
Tony McDonald, legal counsel
for the conservative advocacy
nonprofit Empower Texans.

On Jan. 31, 2013, Leslie
Cedar, CEO of the Texas Exes,
wrote to Tom Gilligan, dean of
the McCombs School of
Business, suggesting Gilligan
admit a student who had been
rejected in exchange for a
$25,000 donation, according to
one of the emails.

The applicant’s father,
apparently, “hasn’t done much
giving but was about to cut you
a 25k check,” Cedar wrote. The
original request came from
Richard Leshin, former presi-
dent of the Texas Exes, who is
close to Powers and to South
Texas power brokers Carlos
Zaffirini and his wife, state
Sen. Judith Zaffirini.

Earlier this year, Leshin, a
Corpus Christi lawyer, wrote
an op-ed in the San Antonio
Express-News denouncing as
“outlandish propaganda”
reports that UT was admitting
sub par students because of
political influence.

Gilligan got back to Cedar
and Leshin within a half hour,
offering a deal in which the
applicant “will be admitted into

ay scandal involves UT de

Collin Klein (7) finishes a pass in a 2011 game in Texas Stadium. (Photo by Jon Brake)

McCombs upon completing
several of the prerequisites
(e.g. Calculus, Statistics,
Microeconomics,
Macroeconomics) with good
grades (around a 3.5 GPA).
Will that work?”

Gilligan declined to com-
ment.

Leshin is a founding member
of the Texas Coalition for
Excellence in Higher
Education, a group of
Longhorn insiders established
to maintain the status quo at
UT. Members of the coalition
and the alumni association
have been quoted in dozens of
news articles, creating the
appearance of broad support
for Powers.

Far from being independent
voices, the email records
obtained by Watchdog.org find
the coalition and the alumni
association often looped in on
message coordination emails
from Powers’ PR staff.

Founding members, in dis-
cussion among themselves, are
quite open about the fact their
group was formed for the
express purpose of supporting
Powers while blocking reform
proposals from the Texas
Public Policy Foundation, and

that their talk of “excellence” is
euphemistic “messaging” in
defense of the status quo, the
records show.

Cedar insists the Texas Exes’
“purpose is truly to be an inde-
pendent and formidable net-
work of supporters to champi-
on the university.”

Yet in February 2013, when
Powers’ hold on his job began
to look tenuous, the Office of
the President began paying the
Texas Exes $100,000 every six
months to support email blasts
and other communications. The
“game plan” for that campaign
was coordinated with Powers’
deputy.

That was on top of the
$158,600 that Powers had
already approved in annual
support for traditional alumni
association activities, such as
networking events, awards and
scholarships.

Red McCombs, for whom
the business school is named,
wrote an email Feb. 6, 2013, to
John Beckworth, then the pres-
ident of the Texas Exes, chal-
lenging the first piece sent out
as part of the new campaign —
an email with the subject line:
“A University of the First Class
Deserves First-Class Regents.”

“By using Texas Exes letter-
head, you indicated that fine
organization is supportive,”
McCombs wrote in an email to
Beckworth. “I doubt that is
true. I have been contacted by
many today and everyone is
contrary and upset by your
comments. Please indicate to
me how your views became the
views of the Texas Exes.”

Beckworth and the Texas
Exes continued to send out pro-
Powers emails. Powers reward-
ed Beckworth by appointing
him associate dean of the law
school.

The emails also demonstrate
this network of influence
extended itself into the
impeachment of Wallace Hall,
a university regent who has
challenged insider influence-
peddling.

State Rep. Ferdinand “Trey”
Fischer, a vocal member of the
legislative impeachment com-
mittee, met at least three times
between 2009 and 2011 with
the former dean of UT Law,
Larry Sager.

The express purpose of one
of those meetings, held in 2009
at the office of Houston trial
lawyer and Democratic mega-
political donor Steve Mostyn,

was “to discuss the law
school’s commitment to build-
ing a stronger relationship with
all (Mexican-American
Legislative Caucus) members,
and particularly, those who are
UT graduates.”

This close relationship with
MALC includes admitting state
Reps. Richard Pefia Raymond
and Eddie Rodriguez to the law
school, although neither has
been able to pass the bar
despite repeated attempts.

Fischer has also written
directly to Powers on behalf of
applicants, although he never
disclosed any of this during the
impeachment hearings.

In response to a public
records request, the director for
admissions programs at the law
school in August 2013 reported
contacts from Zaffirini’s office,
and from Machree Gibson, who
was president of the Texas Exes
in 2012.

The emails also show in
early 2013 state Rep. Eric
Johnson, another member of
the legislative committee who
voted against Hall, was also
interested in attending a gradu-
ate program at UT Law.

Johnson approached Powers
assistant Carlos Martinez in
December 2012. Martinez
arranged a meeting with Dean
Ward Farnsworth and an asso-
ciate dean in February.
Johnson, however, is not listed
on UT’s student database.

A month after that meeting,
the impeachment committee
heard testimony from
Farnsworth.

This batch of email records
includes new lawmaker recom-
mendation letters, but there’s
also a 2010 letter from state
Rep. Jim Pitts to Powers rec-
ommending someone for a job

that ultimately went to
Martinez.
Powers’ defenders have

argued that letters of recom-
mendation sent directly to the
president are common, and
even regents have sent them.
The email records include rec-
ommendations  from  two
Powers allies who’ve served on
the board, although not during
their time on the board.

an, Texas Exes

Steve Hicks wrote a recom-
mendation letter to Powers in
January 2009, a month before
he was appointed to the board.

Scott Caven, a regent from
2003 to 2009 critical in testi-
mony against Hall, tried to pull
strings with Gilligan, the dean
of the business school, in 2010
and 2013.

Caven’s 2010 email refers to
an MBA candidate and is most-
ly redacted. His 2013 emalil,
however, regards a freshman
for whom Caven urges Gilligan
to “consider her under the more
holistic review urged by Justice
O’Connor,” because of her
unimpressive qualifications.

Caven wrote Gilligan a
month later after her admission
thanking him for “ensuring that
her application got a full
review.”

Fischer, Johnson, and Caven
all played active roles in a
quasi-judicial proceeding
against Hall. Yet nobody in the
Austin press reported their
involvement in the influence
scandal and the conflicts it
might create.

As late as November, the
Houston Chronicle was still
reporting unsubstantiated
claims that Hall “bullied staff”
at UT. Evidence in Hall’s
impeachment report consists of
a single incident: Hall arguing
in an email that an administra-
tor named Kevin Hegarty ought
to be punished for inventing
and testifying to an incorrect
figure that was at the crux of
one of the accusations against
Hall.

Bullying had been a talking
point all along, though. It was
one of the points provided to
the media and the Powers
coalition in an Aug. 8, 2012,
email by one of its leading
members, Gordon Appleman.

Another member of the
coalition using only the initials
JS, challenged in an email com-
ment Appleman’s assertion that
board members were engaged
in the “harassment of employ-
ees.”

“Seems like a strong claim,”
JS wrote, “to make with no
public evidence.”

Newcomers Shine at Winter Invitational

MANHATTAN, Kan. — K-
State Track and Field capped
off a solid weekend of action
with an outstanding showing at
the K-State Winter Invitational
in Ahearn Field House.
Competing against Oklahoma
State and Nebraska-Omaha
among others, the Wildcats
racked up four school records,
four meet records as well as
saw freshman Rhizlane Siba set
a new Morocco National
Indoor Record in the women’s
high jump.

Head coach CIliff Rovelto
was impressed with the
Wildcats’ overall performance.

“From a team perspective,
overall, it was very good,”
Rovelto said. “I think there
were some great individual per-
formances.”

The newcomers for K-State,
in particular, made impressive
debuts. Among the several
highlight performances were
A'keyla Mitchell, Akela Jones
and Keiteyana Parks all setting
school records in the 60-meter,

60-meter hurdles and 300
meter dash, respectively, while
the aforementioned Siba in the
high jump and freshman Janee'
Kassanavoid in the weight
throw recorded personal bests.

Records and PRs Galore

* The foursome of Sonia
Gaskin, Tia'" Gamble, A'keyla
Mitchell and Erica Twiss shat-
tered the 4x400 relay school
record, clocking in at a time of
3:37.98 — nearly two-and-a half
seconds better than the previ-
ous fastest time of 3:40.38 set
in 2012. It was a dominant per-
formance that saw each runner
record splits of well under 56
seconds or better en route to
defeating the field of six by
more than 13 seconds overall.

“The women’s relay was
phenomenal,” Rovelto said. “In
a way, it was almost anti-cli-
mactic because we all, kind of,
saw that coming. We all knew
what was there. But you still
have to go out and do it, and
they did so that was pretty

neat.”

Along with setting the
school record, the first-place
finish was also a new Winter
invitational meet record.

* Prior to helping break the
4x400 record, Mitchell set both
a school and meet record of her
own in the women’s 60-meter
dash, finishing in a time of
7.40. The Corpus Christi, Texas
native defeated the field of 17
by nearly a half-second, while
besting the school record previ-
ously held by Jasmine Gibbs of
7.41 set at the 2012 KSU All-
Comers meet.

“A'keyla Mitchell is a very
gifted young athlete, obvious-
ly,” Rovelto said. “It was her
first time she has ever run a 60
in her life. To go out and run
7.40 the first time you are ever
running that event is pretty
good. She also scored a 52.9
[split] in the relay too, so she’s
going to do some special
things.”

* Junior-transfer Akela Jones
followed Mitchell’s perform-

ance by setting the school and
meet record in the 60-meter
hurdles. Clocking in at 8.17
seconds, Jones’ time bested the
record set by Lisi Maurer in
2006, and most recently tied by
Twiss last season, of 8.24. A
native of St.  Michael,
Barbados, Jones entered this
season as the reigning NAIA
indoor champion in the event,
while her previous best in the
60H was 8.30 seconds.

Rovelto said Jones has the
potential to be even better.

“There’s no denying it, peo-
ple have seen it for years,”
Rovelto said. “She’s shown
glimmers and some of it hasn’t
come out yet, but it’s our job to
help her get there. I’'m not at all
surprised by what she ran, she’s
just that good.”

» Also making her debut in
K-State purple was Keiteyana
Parks, who competed in the 60-
meter and 300-meter dashes.
Her performance in the latter
event was particularly notable,
as Parks set a school and meet

record with a time of 39.40 sec-
onds. The record-setting time
marked the fourth-straight year
a Wildcat sprinter had set the
record in the event — Parks
bested Gamble’s time of 39.44.

“The record she broke was
set by an athlete that was sec-
ond in the conference in the
600 [yard run] last year and
was on a relay in the NCAA
finals too,” Rovelto said. “So
for a freshman to do that, when
you compare that time with
what she ran in high school —
there’s no comparison — it was
very good.”

¢ In the high jump, Rhizlane
Siba cleared the bar at 1.81m/5-
11.25 en route to a first-place
finish and new Morocco
National Indoor  Record.
Already the national outdoor
record holder with a mark of
1.80m/5-10.75, Siba was a per-
fect five-for-five in bars cleared
until missing her final three
tries at 1.85m/6-00.75. The per-
sonal best effort also placed the
Rabat native in the K-State top-

10, tying her for ninth with
Terresha DeRossett and DeDe
Henderson.

» After spending this past
season with Johnson County
Community College, sopho-
more transfer Janee'
Kassanavoid kicked off her K-
State career with a personal
best chuck in the weight throw.
Kassanavoid recorded her PR
mark of 17.08m/56-00.50 on
her second throw of the morn-
ing, besting her previous PR of
16.59m/54-05.00 en route to a
second-place finish overall.

The Rest in First-Place
Finishes...
. Freshman Thilina

Karunaratne leapt his way to a
first-place finish in the high
jump. A native of Nugegoda,
Sri Lanka, Karunaratne fin-
ished the afternoon with a final
height cleared of 2.10m/6-
10.75. Joining Karunaratne
were Nate Gipson, who tied for
second in his K-State debut,
and Miles Bearden, who fin-
ished in fourth.
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By ADAM SUDERMAN
Associated Press

MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) _
With two weeks and change
remaining before Big 12 play,
Bruce Weber hopes his team
understands the importance of
the three games before the Jan.
3 date at Oklahoma State.

After an underwhelming,
turnover-ridden victory over
Savannah State on Sunday
night, the reality came into
focus even more so for the
Wildcats (6-4).

Nino Williams had 20 points
and Marcus Foster had 13
points as Kansas State used a
late second-half run to put
away the Tigers (3-8) 73-53 on
Sunday night.

“The decision making isn’t
very good,” Weber said.
“"We’ve got to let the game
come to us. We’ve got to do a
better job as coaches and let-
ting them play more in practice.
Hopefully, they’ll learn from
these mistakes in practice and
get better from it.”

The Wildcats moved to 4-0
all-time against the Tigers with

all games between the two
schools coming in the last 10
years.

It was also the sixth time that
Williams has scored in double
figures this season. The St.
Louis, Missouri native is just
one game from tying his previ-
ous season-best of seven games
of 10 points or more.

"I know the system and I've
been here for three years,”
Williams said. "1 know little
ways of scoring and getting
points. Like coach said, I’'ve
done a better job of screening,
so I get more open shots.”

Terel Hall had 17 points to
pace the Tigers, who are in the
middle of one month of games
away from their home floor.

After having their lead cut to
47-41 with 10:20 left, the
Wildcats responded with a 21-5
run over the next eight minutes
and sealed the victory with
their depth.

Gipson, who was held score-
less in the first half due to early
foul trouble, scored seven of
his 10 points during the Kansas
State scoring spurt.
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The Wildcats, who are com-
ing off of a last-minute, 50-47
victory against Bradley, once
again struggled to find rhythm
on offense as they never led the
Tigers by more than nine points
in the first half.

The two teams combined for
18 turnovers in a foul-plagued

Nino Williams (11) was named Big 12 Player of the Week. (KSU Sports photo)

first half, but a distinct size
advantage gave Kansas State
the upper hand with 16 points
in the paint.

Stephen Hurt, Kansas State’s
key reserve at center behind
Thomas Gipson, was out for a
second game with a groin
injury. With foul trouble and

. .\' A-“:
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the loss in the frontcourt, the
Wildcats were forced to play
with unorthodox lineups that
included numerous reserves.

Despite the turnover num-
bers, the Wildcats garnered
nine assists on 10 first-half bas-
kets, which led to a 30-23 lead
at halftime.

Q&A (Holiday!) Special with Thomas Gipson

By Kelly McHugh
KSU Sports Extra

It may be cold outside, but
K-State senior forward Thomas
Gipson doesn’t seem to mind.
A basketball player filled with
Christmas spirit, Gipson was
chosen for this month’s Sports
Extra Q&A. From the best
present he’s gotten to his
favorite  Christmas  song,
Gipson spills the beans on his
favorite Christmas traditions.

On the court, the senior
leader is averaging 11.3 points
and 4.3 rebounds per game.
Gipson has a team-high eight
blocks in the Wildcats first 10
games and has led K-State in
scoring three times with a sea-
son-high of 21 points against
UMKC.

On Sunday, Dec. 14, during
the Wildcats game against
Savannah State, Gipson scored
the 500,000th point in Big 12
history with a field goal with
3:01 left in the game.

Here’s a look at what Gipson
had to say about the holidays:

Sports Extra: Do you have a

DeMarcus Robertson (20) KSU’s runningback get hit on a run. (KSU Sports photo)

favorite holiday tradition?
Thomas Gipson: No, I just
like to wake up and open pres-
ents, I guess. Just share the
moment with my family, I
haven’t seen them since I've
been playing college basket-

ball, I haven’t been able to go
home for Christmas, but we do
get to go home this Christmas
and I’'m going to be happy to
share it with them.
SE: What is
Christmas  gift

best
ever

the
you

received?

TG: 1 think my and my
brother, when I was in middle
school, we got an X-Box, and
that was the happiest moment
for me because it was the X-
Box and like three video games

that 1 was asking for from
Santa.

SE: What is your favorite
Christmas Song?

TG: Would it be bad if I said
that 1 don’t have a favorite
Christmas song?

SE: It’s OK to like them all.

TG: I just like any song, they
put a smile on my face.

SE: So, do you listen to a lot
of Christmas music?

TG: No, not really, but if it
played on the radio I wouldn’t
change the station.

SE: Do you leave out cook-
ies for Santa?

TG: 1 did, I have before, but
then I realized who used to take
all the cookies. My little broth-
er would sneak down and then
take some.

SE: Time for some ‘this or
that” questions. Do you like
sugar cookies or gingerbread
cookies?

TG: Sugar cookies

SE: Are you a gift-wrap or

Williams kept the Wildcats
afloat in the first half, scoring
10 points.

TIP-IN

On a Jan. 7, 2008 trip to
Manhattan, Savannah State set
the NCAA record for lowest
field-goal percentage in one
half. The Tigers were held to 1
of 23 shooting, which amount-
ed to 4.3 percent from the field.

Kansas State is now 26-0 all-
time against MEAC schools.

HOPING FOR A REPEAT

In the Wildcats’ last non-
conference game at the Sprint
Center, they knocked off
Florida, then-ranked No. 8,
which was the program’s first
win over a top-10 opponent
since Dec. 21, 1981. They went
on to win 17 of their last 20
regular-season games.

SHOOTING WELL FROM
DEEP

Through 10 games, Kansas
State is shooting a conference-
best 40.5 percent from 3-point
range.

gift bag kind of guy?

TG: Gift bags, I can’t wrap
presents for nothing.

SE: Real tree or fake tree?

TG: We always had a real
tree.

SE: And finally, if you could
ride any reindeer, which one
would it be?

TG: I’'m going to have to go
with my man Rudolph.

SE: Can you name the rein-
deer?

TG: No, no I
(laughs)

Next up for Gipson and the
K-State men’s basketball team
(6-4, 0-0 Big 12) is a trip to
Kansas City to face Texas
A&M (7-2) at the Sprint Center
in the Wildcat Classic. The
game is set to tip off at 6 p.m.
and will be aired on ESPNU.

cannot.

Tickets for this weekend’s
game can be purchased through
K-State’s online ticket office
by clicking here, or fans can
call 1-800-221-CATS.

Grind to Win: Kansas Takes Utah in Final Seconds, 63-60

KU Sports Information

KANSAS CITY, Mo. —
Massive scoring runs made for
surprises, but the defensive
power made it the top-15, hold-
your-breath matchup worth
watching as No. 10/10 Kansas
outlasted No. 13/14 Utah, 63-
60, Saturday afternoon inside
Sprint Center.

Facing its fourth-top-25
team in nine games, Kansas (8-
1) blew out Utah (7-2) in the
opening half — then was
outscored by 15 points in the
second period — before extend-
ing its win streak to seven
games and collecting its 25th
win in 30 all-time games at
Sprint Center.

The tale of two halves saw
Utah completely wipe out its
21-point deficit and force a
Jayhawk team that shot 60 per-
cent in the first half to rely
almost entirely on free throws
in the second. In a meeting
between two of the best defens-
es in their respective confer-
ences, the 28 combined
turnovers were almost to be
expected. The Utes entered the
afternoon leading the Pac-12 in
field-goal percentage defense
and rebounding margin, while
KU’s field-goal percentage
defense has paced the Big 12 in
two of the last three years.

Junior  forward  Jamari

Traylor scored 13 points in
KU’s seventh-straight
win.Junior forward Perry Ellis
led the way with 14 points on
5-0f-7 shooting, with 11 of
those points coming in the first
half. In his first game back, jun-
ior forward Jamari Traylor
made a major impact with 13
points and five rebounds.
Sophomore guard Frank Mason
III rounded out the leaders with
10 points and five assists. The
difference, however, was at the
free throw line.

Sophomore guard Brannen
Greene, the hero of the
Georgetown game with five
three-pointers, made his mark
with a perfect 4-for-4 perform-
ance from the free throw line in
the final 20 seconds of the
game. In fact, Mason, Traylor,
Greene and Kelly Oubre, Jr.,
each were perfect from the line,
helping Kansas to season-best
91.3 free throw percentage.
When KU hit just six of their
23 second-half shots, free
throws saved the game.

Kansas looked to have bro-
ken the spell of a Utah team
that had scored 90+ points
three times already this season
and came to Kansas City riding
a six-game win streak of its
own. The Jayhawks were fan-
tastically efficient in the first
half, knocking down 12 of their
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20 shots and forcing the Utes to
commit 10 turnovers and
record just one assist. When the
Jayhawks went to the locker
room leading 39-21, KU
appeared to have the plans in
place to run away with it.

Utah Preseason All-
American, senior guard Delon
Wright, refused to accept the
blowout fate. He led all scorers
with 23 points, drilling 9-0f-13
from the floor. He shot 80 per-
cent in the second half to turn
to the Utes’ 42-21 deficit into a
55-53 lead. The Pac-12’s most
efficient shooter, 7-0 freshman
center Jakob Poeltl, finished
with eight points and a game-
high 11 rebounds.

Each team’s respective lead-
ing scorers, Wright for Utah
and Ellis for Kansas, chalked
up the first two buckets apiece.
Shots of any kind were hard to
come by as the teams combined
for nine turnovers just five
minutes in, but the Utes used
those to their advantage. They
recorded their first 10 points all
on Jayhawk miscues en route to
a 10-4 early lead.

In their last outing at
Georgetown, the Jayhawks
proved lethal from long range.
Already finding themselves
behind against Utah, KU shoot-
ers again turned to the perime-
ter. Ellis and sophomore guard

Wayne Selden, Jr., connected
on threes to knot the score at
12-12. When Selden hit his sec-
ond of the game and the
Jayhawks forced two more Ute
turnovers, the home-away-
from-home team had turned a
10-4 deficit into an explosive
27-17 lead.

As Kansas’ offense got hot,
Utah’s cooled nearly complete-
ly. In the last 10 minutes of the
first period, the Utes hit just
two of their next 14 attempts,
allowing 12-straight Jayhawk
points. After trailing 10-4,
Kansas went on a 35-9 run over
the next 15 minutes to take an
unexpected  39-19  lead.
Wright’s dunk with 36 seconds
until halftime broke Utah’s
scoring drought and sent the
teams to halftime with Kansas
up, 39-21.

The Utes entered the
matchup as the best shooting
team in the Pac-12 and the
10th-best in the country, yet the
Jayhawks held them to a 34.6
field-goal efficiency in the
opening 20 minutes.
Additionally, Utah’s three-
point percentage ranks second
in the Pac-12 and top-25 in the
NCAA, but Kansas forced the
visitors to a 0-for-7 effort in the
first half.

In a top-15 matchup, howev-
er, KU’s stellar/Utah’s brutal
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first half couldn’t last. While
Kansas came out of the break
for an immediate three-point
play from Traylor, the
Jayhawks wouldn’t score again
for more than four minutes.
Meanwhile, facing their largest
deficit of the season (42-21),
the Utes started grinding
towards a comeback. They
spouted off a 12-0 run to slice
the Jayhawk lead back to single
digits, 42-33.

The turn of events was 180
degrees. Utah came out of the
lockerroom shooting 70 per-
cent, while Kansas hovered
over the 30 percent mark. Utah
guards Kenneth Ogbe and
Brandon Taylor, who registered
just two points apiece in the
first half, combined for 12
points not even eight minutes
into the final frame. The lead
shrunk further, 48-42. Dakari
Tucker, who was held scoreless
in the first half, connected on
the three-pointer that put his
Utes within five. When Wright
came up with six-straight
points the lopsided first half
was completely wiped away.

Now tied at 53-53, the stage
was set for a final five minutes
worthy of a top-15 matchup.

Utah struck first with a layup
by Poeltl, giving the Utes their
first lead since the 10:01 mark
of the first half at 55-53.

Though Kansas was drowning
under six-straight missed shots,
the Jayhawks’ massive first-
half cushion kept them in the
game. Where shots wouldn’t
fall, free throws still would.
Mason stayed perfect at 4-for-4
from the line to tie the score,
55-55.

Two-and-a-half to play.

Out of the Utah timeout,
Kansas got the stop of the game
as the Jayhawks forced a shot-
clock violation. Ellis used it for
a floater the in the lane to return
the lead to his team, 57-55. On
the  ensuing  possession,
Mason’s first steal of the game
accounted for back-to-back
Utah turnovers.

One minute to play.

Scrapping under the basket
for the loose ball, Traylor was
fouled and sent to the line for
the one-and-one. Again, free
throws  didn’t fail the
Jayhawks. Traylor hit them
both. The Utes had an answer —
as all good opponents do — and
Tucker attacked with a three-
pointer to cut the lead to one,
59-58.

Thirty seconds to play.

Under pressure, Greene hit
four-straight free throws in the
final 20 seconds. His calm
amidst the chaos shut the door
on the Utes, 63-60.
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