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KSU Won’t

Rehire Professor
MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) _

Kansas State University isn’t

renewing the contract for a pro-

fessor who co-published a

research article on grassland

burning that questioned long-

held university guidance to

ranchers. 

The university is citing

budget issues, but research

associate Gene Towne said he

believes the decision stems

from his research that found

ranchers could burn grassland

at times other than April. The

university, which says Town’s

research was flawed, has long

insisted that spring, especially

late April, was the best time for

burning to reduce undesirable

plants and revive the grass for

cattle grazing. 

``It raises controversy that

some people want to avoid,’’

Towne said. 

John Blair, administrator of

the university’s Biology

Division, said Towne’s

research project did not meet

accepted standards and that

Town lacked technical skills.

He also said Towne’s contract

was being allowed to expire

because of budget issues. 

Towne’s appointment will

end when a National Security

Foundation grant supporting

his work ends on Oct. 31. The

Topeka Capital-Journal report-

ed (http://bit.ly/1ELDqzx ) that

a new six-year federal award

increased to $6.7 million from

$5.6 million and Towne is the

only person to be let go. 

The research was based on

data collected from 20 years of

burning at the university’s

Konza Prairie research area,

south of Manhatten, and found

that grasses burned in the win-

ter or fall had more time to

respond to precipitation and

resulted in more grass diversity,

which is good for cattle. 

Towne, the biological station

fire chief at Konza, and Joseph

Craine, a research assistant in

biology, concluded that burning

during fall, winter or spring had

no negative impact on the

prairie and may even have

some benefits. Their article was

published the paper in the peer-

reviewed journal PLOS ONE. 

In August, Blair told Towne

in an email that the study’s con-

clusions were inappropriate. 

``You and Craine make

unsupported conclusions that

exceed the limits of the data

collected and which it seems

are primarily intended to dis-

credit earlier research done in

the KSU College of Agriculture

with respect to prescribed

spring burning as a manage-

ment practice in cattle-grazed

grasslands,’’ the email read. 

Blair also said the report

would negatively impact ``the

reputation and credibility’’ of

the Konza Prairie research pro-

gram and damage collaboration

with state and federal agencies. 

Expanding the time for burns

also would reduce the smoke

drifting into Wichita and

Kansas City, where air pollu-

tion limits have been exceeded

during spring burns. The

Kansas Department of Health

and Environment says it has

been working with the univer-

sity and other agricultural

organizations to educate local

landowners about the drifting

smoke, and 500,000 acres were

burned in March. 

taxes. The information helps

them develop messages and

test which arguments resonate

with voters. 

``That doesn’t mean always

knocking on the door and

telling people `Obamacare’ is

bad,’’ Phillips told the volun-

teers. ``That’s important, but

the goal is to bring some good

and build relationships over the

long term.’’ 

That strategy has become

central to the Koch network of

organizations. This year, they

are trying to help Republicans

pick up the six seats they need

to win control of the Senate _

Americans for Prosperity spent

$25 million on TV ads alone _

but it is not what drives the

organization. 

``People say our biggest goal

is a Republican Senate. Not

true,’’ Phillips said. ``Florida is

our biggest imprint.’’ 

As the Nov. 4 vote nears, it’s

all about voter-to-voter con-

tacts, relationships that could

pay dividends in 2016 and

beyond. 

That means sending hun-

dreds of staff and volunteers

into neighborhoods, like the

one in Miami packed with pas-

tel homes with Spanish-tile

roofs. 

Malave, the group’s

Hispanic outreach chief in

Florida, spent more than three

hours knocking on doors in the

scorching sun on a recent

Tuesday. He kept asking the

questions and punching in the

answers on his iPad so leaders

at headquarters could figure out

which messages were working. 

Reaction from voters was

mixed and answers came in a

blend of English and Spanish.

But, as Malave asked about the

health law and government

spending, he found a few

potential recruits. 

``I’m a registered

Democrat,’’ one woman told

Malave, ``but with the situation

going on, I’m in the middle.’’ 

Malave recorded the answers

and moved to the next house. 

``This isn’t glamorous

work,’’ Malave said, sweating

through a polo shirt. ``But

you’ve got to go where the

folks are. People aren’t going

to come to you.’’ 

Cities and counties receiving
funding under a Kansas
Department of Transportation
program designed to reduce the
number of deficient bridges on
local road system have been
selected. The recipients of 77
local bridge projects were
announced by KDOT Secretary
Mike King today in Hays. 

Seventy-five counties and
two cities will receive a com-
bined total of more than $10
million in state funding under
the Kansas Local Bridge

Improvement Program. Under
this new program, the state
contributes 90 percent of the
total project cost, and the local
public authority contributes 10
percent. The state funds are
capped at $120,000 or
$160,000 if the local jurisdic-
tion chooses to remove a sec-
ond structure.

KDOT is providing funding
to improve, replace or rehabili-
tate locally-owned, deficient
bridges in order to improve the

overall transportation system in
Kansas. This bridge program
targets bridges with a daily
vehicle count of less than 100
and a length of 20 to 50 feet.

“This program proved to be
extremely popular,” Secretary
King said. “Every local com-
munity that applied for funding
and was qualified is receiving
funding.

“These bridges might have
low traffic numbers but they
are important to the farmers
that use them to get their equip-

ment to fields and crops to mar-
ket.” 

There are approximately
20,000 bridges on Kansas’
local road systems and about
18 percent of those are struc-
turally deficient. Of those,
about 1,800 to 1,900 bridges
fall within the target range for
length and traffic. 

The list of the counties and
two cities receiving funding
can be found on KDOT’s web-
site on the Local Projects page.

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ The
re-emergence of gay marriage
as a hot legal issue nationally
has complicated Democratic
challenger Paul Davis’ bid in
Kansas to unseat conservative
Republican Gov. Sam
Brownback. 

Davis has represented a safe-
ly Democratic seat as a Kansas
House member and voted three
times in 2004 and 2005 against
proposals to ban gay marriage
in the state constitution. Voters

amended the constitution in
2005, with nearly 70 percent
approving a measure that also
denied same-sex couples any
``rights and incidents’’ associ-
ated with marriage. 

The Kansas Democratic
Party platform declares support
for ``marriage equality.’’ Davis
hasn’t publicly followed suit
and is avoiding a public decla-
ration of support for gay rights,
even irritating gay-rights advo-
cates eager to see Brownback

lose. 
But Davis’ chances of

defeating Brownback depend
upon winning support from dis-
affected Republicans and unaf-
filiated voters nervous about
funding for public schools and
social services following per-
sonal income tax cuts enacted
at Brownback’s urging. Davis’
foes could more easily paint
him as a liberal if he explicitly
supports gay marriage, and a
declaration could raise doubts

for voters with some conserva-
tive religious views who other-
wise might be receptive to his
message on fiscal issues. 

``It’s certainly something
that touches on people’s core
values,’’ said Chapman
Rackaway, a Fort Hays State
University political science
professor. ``I’m not surprised
he’s trying to soft-pedal gay
marriage as much as possible.’’ 

KDOT Announces Funding Recipients 
For Local Bridge Improvement Program 

Gay Marriage Clouds Kansas Governors Race

By MICHAEL J. MISHAK

and PHILIP ELLIOTT

Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) _ Over scram-

bled eggs and croquettes,

Andres Malave gave a last-

minute pep talk to about a

dozen volunteers in a Cuban

restaurant before they left to

meet voters. 

``Don’t just deliver a mes-

sage,’’ he said before beginning

his own 31/2-hour shift knock-

ing on doors. ``Try to get them

engaged.’’ 

It’s a strategy playing out in

New England diners, Midwest

truck stops and West Coast

cafes: conservative organizers

train and send out thousands of

volunteers holding an iPad and

an interest in helping fellow

activists shift America’s poli-

tics to the right. 

They are the backbone of

Americans for Prosperity, the

flagship organization of the

political network backed by

industrialist billionaires

Charles and David Koch.

While the group’s spending in

Senate races has attracted

national attention, it’s these less

noticed field efforts that could

have greater impact and help

reshape the Republican Party

heading into the 2016 presiden-

tial election. 

The organization has more

than 500 paid workers in 35

states and has become one of

the conservative movement’s

best organized, most powerful

outside groups. Building on the

community-based approach

President Barack Obama used

successfully in 2008 and 2012,

it now has a political footprint

unmatched among GOP-affili-

ated operations and is racking

up legislative victories. 

The group scuttled efforts to

raise taxes to build a downtown

campus for the well-regarded

zoo in Columbus, Ohio, and

derailed plans in Florida’s

Legislature to subsidize

improvements to the Miami

Dolphins’ football stadium. It

helped fend off a recall effort

against Gov. Scott Walker, R-

Wis., and pushed pro-business

workplace laws in Michigan

and Indiana. 

It didn’t shy away from

going after traditional allies, as

was the case when Gov. Rick

Scott, R-Fla., briefly consid-

ered expanding Medicaid, a

core component of Obama’s

health care law. Americans for

Prosperity mobilized support-

ers, the Republican-led

Legislature quickly rejected the

idea and Scott dropped his pro-

posal. 

Tim Phillips, the group’s

president, said Americans for

Prosperity had helped usher in

``a once-in-a-generation renais-

sance for economic freedom

policies,’’ and was poised to

keep financial issues prominent

in 2016. 

``For the first time, we have

the infrastructure on our side to

sustain these policy battles,’’ he

said. 

This fall, Americans for

Prosperity is campaigning

against a sales tax increase in

South Carolina’s Greenville

County, as well as trying to

elect conservatives to office.

Unlike what it has done for

most of this year, the group

now is engaging in explicitly

political messages for the cam-

paign’s final weeks. 

Potential presidential con-

tenders have taken notice. 

GOP Sens. Rand Paul of

Kentucky and Ted Cruz of

Texas spoke at the group’s

annual summit in August. Sen.

Marco Rubio, R-Fla., headlined

the Koch brothers’ seminar for

major conservative donors this

year. 

Americans for Prosperity

sprung up in 2004 but has

gained heft during the past two

election cycles. Its budget has

grown from less than $3 mil-

lion in 2004 to more than $130

million for the 2012 election

cycle. 

In many places, the group

has more trained and paid oper-

atives than the traditional polit-

ical parties have. Nowhere is

this more obvious than Florida,

where the group has 10 offices,

its single largest field opera-

tion. 

In the group’s Orlando out-

post, Phillips recently met with

15 volunteers who were wear-

ing bright green T-shirts with

Americans for Prosperity’s

torch logo. 

Using iPads, they had spent

the morning asking voters to

take an issues survey that

included the federal health law,

government spending and

Americans For Prosperity Builds Political Machine
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SELF STORAGE
(785)313-7777

Protection You Can Count On!

4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503

Landmark
Now offering Uhaul trucks and trailers

Landmark-Selfstorage.com

View rates and pay online at Emove.com

Riley County
Commission Minutes

Lewis, County Commissioner
SECONDER: R o n a l d

Wells, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Lewis

11:15 AM L y l e
Butler, Manhattan Area
Chamber of Commerce

15. Economic develop-
ment update

Butler said American
Airlines and hotels are sold out.
Butler said KSU game days are
a busy time for Manhattan.

Butler said Saturday is
Aggieville’s 125th Birthday.

Armbrust said NEO, a
research company, is coming to
Manhattan.

Butler said a ribbon cutting
for the Department of
Agriculture will be held today
at 2:30 p.m. 

Butler said the State of
Indiana wants to improve their
economic development and
chose Manhattan as one of the
ten places for their study.

Butler thanked the Board of
County Commissioners for
their support of the economic
development efforts.

Lewis told Butler he has
been a leader and should be
recognized for the economic
development in Manhattan.

Butler said it takes a team.
11:45 AM

Dave Lewis left the meeting.
Brenda Nickel, Health

Department Director
Nickel discussed the

following:
� Flu Clinic Update

and October 9th Okt-FLU-Ber
Festival Update

� Riley County
Provider Communication for
Infectious Diseases & Epi
Newsletter

� September 12, 2014
RCHD Leadership Retreat

� Kansas Public Health
Association Conference
September 29 - October 1,
2014

12:05 PM Lunch
Recessed for lunch.
1:15 PM Executive

Session to discuss department
head evaluations quarterly fol-
low-up

16. Greg McHenry,
Appraiser

*** Appraiser’s Quarterly
Review

1:15 PM
Move that the County
Commission recess into execu-
tive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act in order to dis-

cuss a performance matter
involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 1:30
p.m.

RESULT: A D O P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t
Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o n a l d
Wells, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells
ABSENT: Lewis
1:30 PM

Move to go out of executive
session.

RESULT: A D O P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o n a l d
Wells, County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o b e r t
Boyd, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells
ABSENT: Lewis

No binding action was taken
during the executive session,

1:35 PM 17.
Brenda Nickel, Health
Department Director

1:38 PM
Move that the County
Commission recess into execu-
tive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act in order to dis-
cuss a performance matter
involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 1:50
p.m.

RESULT: A D O P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o b e r t
Boyd, County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o n a l d
Wells, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells
ABSENT: Lewis
1:50 PM

Move to go out of executive
session.

RESULT: A D O P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: R o n a l d
Wells, County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o b e r t
Boyd, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells
ABSENT: Lewis
No binding action was taken

during the executive session.

1:50 PM
Adjournment

Dearborn Village 
Do you have a special talent for making things to sell?

Dearborn Village is a new concept.  DB will be small boutique-

type shops surrounding a central courtyard which rent at

affordable prices to sell your goods.  

DB is looking for people who would like to sell items like-

books and stationery shop, women’s specialty shop, quilt shop,

antique shop, tea room, children’s goods, year round Christmas

shop, farm and county crafts, handmade candy, handcrafted

jewelry, culinary items, leather goods, or any special hard to

find items.  

A central checkout will make this a part-time commitment

for you to man your store.  If you have ever wanted to start a

small business with low risk, now is your chance to rent one of

our 10 rooms.  Under construction now, we are taking indica-

tions of interest for those who might like to make a go with

their special talent.  Limited to first 10 merchants.  We are

scheduled to open in  Fall of 2014. 

8:30 AM Call to
Order

Pledge of Allegiance
1. Public Comments
Shepek said a CIP work ses-

sion is scheduled for October
6th.

Shepek discussed the On-
line Form Submittal from the
Arts & Memories Museum in
Riley.

Shepek said the Arts &
Memories Museum in Riley
will need to come before the
commission during the budget
process to request funding.

Boyd said he will contact the
Arts & Memories Museum in
Riley and let them know they
will need to request funding
during the budget process.

Commission Comments
2. Commission Comments
Lewis said he attended a

Juvenile Detention Center
meeting in Morris County.
Lewis said they are having dif-
ficulty keeping staff due to pay.

Lewis said he attended a
MPO meeting yesterday. Lewis
said a Public Meeting will be
held at 4:30 p.m. on September
24th in the City Commission
Room.

Boyd discussed the commis-
sion giving up their parking
spaces to the police officers.

Boyd discussed the follow-
ing:

Monday 15 September
1.  FHRC executive board

meeting
a.  organizational structure

discussed as well as staff needs
b.  Revenue generators dis-

cussion.....grant writing, 9-1-1
dispatch, other services needed
by members

c. Friday 19 Sep meeting
agenda

He is committed here in
MHK and request one of the
other commissioners attend if
possible

2. USD 378
a.  Executive session to dis-

cuss audit report seemed to
exceed KOMA standards

b.  Facilities planning was
contentious with the location
and nature of the middle school
the major issue

-Survey community regard-
ing needs and opinions or rely
on previous survey 

-New middle school or not
-Where to locate middle

school
-Scope of project
The board agreed to vote

next meeting on a plan for
facilities

Tuesday 16 September
3. NE KCCA meeting

Holton
1.  Clancy Holeman and he

attended the meeting with
County Commissioners from 3
other counties within the NE
KCCA region

2.  Legislative topics domi-
nated the discussion-agreed
upon strategy is to assist and
educate our legislators in an
effort to improve our success
with upcoming legislation.

-Share resources where pos-
sible to mitigate impact of leg-
islation-legislature seems to be
inclined to limit local control

3.  Two counties are inquir-
ing about joining Big Lakes
HHW as their partnership

group is fracturing.
4.  Next meeting Feb 2015
4.  ATA Board meeting- He

attend my first Board meeting
for ATA.

1.  Records crushed for KSU
ridership this year

2. Johnson County sold
buses to ATA similar to current
fleet save for diesel powered.

3.  Needs help with Federal
legislation for service to FRI,
seems any service must benefit
the military exclusively.  Not
practical

5.  Farm Bureau Board meet-
ing - He attend their meeting
along with Sydney Carlin and
Tom Phillips and the KSU stu-
dent Farm Bureau representa-
tives

a. School funding was dis-
cussed and its future in 2015

b. State finances and its
impact on our local area

c. State funding of local gov-
ernment and mandated pro-
grams 

Wednesday 16 September
6.  Aggieville update with

constituent.
7.  Senior Center remodeling

reopening reception - remodel-
ing is complete and the Center
is back to full employment.
Seniors, citizens and local gov-
ernment officials attended.  The
Center was most appreciative
of the County’s support of
needed programs.  Karen
McCulloh addressed the group.

8.  Ft Riley retirement cere-
mony for Linda Hoeffner - a
moving ceremony for a 41 year
career in civil service

9. KMHK public meeting -
airport road community mem-
bers and city, county officials
met to discuss the upcoming
project for drainage improve-
ments to the area.  No opposi-
tion noted, but some requests
for selective services which
were beyond to scope of the
project.

9:00 AM L e o n
Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer

3. Bid opening for Frog
Holler culvert replacement

The Board of County
Commissioners opened the fol-
lowing bids for Frog Holler
culvert replacement:

Company Days of
completion Total Bid

Ebert Construction Co., Inc.
103 W. Valley, P.O. Box 198
Wamego, KS  66547

65 days $ 143,141.96
Reece Construction Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 168
Scandia, KS  66966

50 days $ 137,777.00

Klaver Construction Co.,
Inc.

P.O. Box 272
Kingman, KS 67068

75 days $ 160,096.80
Engineer’s Estimate 

$ 133,297.50

Move to refer the bids to
staff for evaluation and recom-
mendation.

RESULT: A D O P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: D a v e
Lewis, County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o n a l d
Wells, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Lewis

9:15 AM D e b b i e
Regester, Register of Deeds

4. Year to Date
Revenue

Regester presented year-to-
date revenue.

Regester presented the
following staff update:

� Continue to work on
back-file indexing.

� Sent the first 1/3 of
aperture cards to vendor to dig-
itize for enhancement of
images.

� Amy Manges is
working with software vendor
to prepare for fee changes on
January 1, 2015. 

� Attended KCOA
conference in Wichita.
Received final interpretation of
new fee schedule. 

� Provided funding to
Riley County Museum for
scanning project of old tax
records. 

9:30 AM C l a n c y
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services

5. Administrative Work
Session

Holeman discussed pending
projects.

Business Meeting
6. A p p r o v e

payroll/accounts payables
(when completed)

Move to approve the payroll
vouchers in the amount of
$275,407.78 and the following
warrant vouchers for
September 19, 2014:

2014 Budget
County General

$338,050.51
Health Department

64,649.82
County Auction 239.54
Riley Co Juvenile Service

6,617.33
Motor Vehicle Operations

5,896.35 
21st Jud. Dist Teen Court

1,286.45
Riley Co Adult Services

8,723.15 
Capital Improvements Fund

19,082.00
Emergency 911 515.37
Solid Waste 172,992.52
County Building 3,753.72
Road & Bridge Cap Project

2,460.44
RCPD Levy/Op 11,993.59
Landfill Closure 2,087.03
Riley Co Fire Dist #1

3,221.02
University Park W&S

4,823.67
Hunters Island Water Dist

1,040.16
Carson Sewer Benefit Dist

65.32
Deep Creek Sewer

447.64
Moehlman Bottoms

692.28
Valleywood Operations

78.17
Terra Heights Sewer

554.49
Konza Water Operations

3,023.71
Valleywood Cap Reserve

80.00
Lakeside Heights Sewer 

22.16

TOTAL. . . $652,396.44

RESULT: A D O P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: D a v e
Lewis, County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o n a l d
Wells, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Lewis

Press Conference Topics
7. Discuss Press

Conference
Small meetings announce-

ment - Robert Boyd
Advisory Board openings -

Robert Boyd
Medicare seminars - Jennifer

Wilson

Review Minutes
8. Board of Riley

County Commissioners -
Special Meeting - Sep 6, 2014
10:00 AM

Move to approve the minutes
as amended.

RESULT: ACCEPT-
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: D a v e
Lewis, County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o n a l d
Wells, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Lewis
9. Board of Riley

County Commissioners -
Regular Meeting - Sep 15,
2014 8:30 AM

Move to approve the minutes
as amended.

RESULT: ACCEPT-

ED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: D a v e

Lewis, County Commissioner
SECONDER: R o n a l d

Wells, County Commissioner
AYES: Boyd, Wells, Lewis

Review Tentative Agenda
10. Tentative Agenda
9:50 AM Break
10:00 AM J e n n i f e r

Wilson, County Extension
Director

11. Extension Staff
Report

Wilson discussed the
following:

� Extension Programs
Making a Difference 

� Fair Board Vacancies 
� Medicare Seminars 
� Kansas State Fair 
10:15 AM B r a d

Schoen, Riley County Police
Department Director

12. Riley County Police
Department update

Schoen said two more square
columns need repair at the Law
Enforcement Center on the
west side. 

Schoen said the RCPD
Community Forum will be held
September 24th at 6:00 p.m. at
the Public Library.

Schoen discussed KSU game
day traffic.

10:30 AM Pat Collins,
Emergency Management
Director

13. September Staff
Update

P. Collins presented the
following staff update:

� Manage, Organize
and Recruit volunteers.

� Staff responds to citi-
zen questions, concerns and
complaints daily 

� Coordinate, assign
and verify MSAG problems
and ESN entries for new streets
and subdivisions. 

� Respond to fires and
perform fire investigations. 

� Check and repair fire
trucks and fire stations as
required. 

� QC/Enter fire reports
and training reports into
firehouse software. 

� Manage paid and
volunteer personnel issues. 

� Plan, organize and
conduct fire, emergency and
rescue training and monthly
drills. 

� Attend departmental
meetings when possible. 

� Attend EM/ Fire/ 911
training 

� Use flex time to defer
overtime, use annual and sick
leave as appropriate. 

� Work with County
Planning and Development and
State Fire Marshal on plat
reviews and new building per-
mits and minimum state fire
code.

� Plan and provide
CERT presentations in the
community 

� Assist or provide
local, regional and state train-
ing as needed. 

10:45 AM B r e n d a
Nickel, Health Department
Director

Move to recess as the Board
of Riley County
Commissioners and convene as
the Riley County Board of
Health.

RESULT: A D O P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: D a v e
Lewis, County Commissioner

SECONDER: R o n a l d
Wells, County Commissioner

AYES: Boyd, Wells, Lewis

14. Health Department
Monthly Budget Review &
Report to the Board of Health

Nickel presented the follow-
ing Health Department update:

1. Review of RCHD
August 2014 Budget to Actual
Comparison of Revenues and
Expense (66.67% of year)

2. Proposed “Health
Department Family Planning
Program Fiscal and
Administrative Policies
(Draft)” & “Policy and
Procedures for Aging of
Accounts (Draft)” 

3. 2014 Riley County
School Inspection Report

The commission agreed the
Health Department should
attempt to collect fees before
services.

DeHart discussed school
inspections.

Move to recess as the Riley
County Board of Health and
reconvene as the Board of
Riley County Commissioners.

RESULT: A D O P T -
ED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: D a v e
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3995 The
Works

Motorcraft oil and filter change, rotate and inspect four

tires, inspect brake system, test battery, check air and cabin

filters, check belts and hoses. Top off all fluids.

Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra. Expires 60 days

from 10-16-14.

Dick Edwards Ford Lincoln Mercury
7929 E. Highway 24, Manhattan, 785-776-4004

Center Manager position available.

Outgoing, enthusiastic person, who is will-

ing to host seniors by coordinating meals

and file monthly reports.  6.0 hours a day

M-F.  Applications available at the Riley

County Senior Services Center, 301 N. 4th

Street , Manhattan KS.  Questions: Send

resume to NC-FH AAA, 401 Houston St.

Manhattan, KS or call 1-800-432-2703 or

776-9294. EOE/AA 

Help Wanted

Gabriella Morrongiello
Heritage Foundation

Craig Bergman had just hit

the road to produce his first

political documentary about

Agenda 21—the United

Nations’ controversial sustain-

able development plan—when

news of the Internal Revenue

Service’s targeting of conserva-

tives broke in May 2013.

“When I saw this scandal, I

said somebody has to seize this

and seize it right now. So I said,

‘Look guys, Agenda 21 will

wait. We can go back and revis-

it that … we have to do this,’”

Bergman said in an interview

with The Daily Signal.

Bergman, who has been a

long-time advocate for the fair

tax, grew up in a “Kennedy

Democrat family” and joined

the military at age 17.

“I became a Republican in

the Army,” he said.

After leaving the military,

the self-declared Midwestern

“renaissance man” began a

career in banking. But he

developed an interest in poli-

tics, which eventually led him

to depart the financial services

industry to run political cam-

paigns. By 2000, he had

become the national operations

director for Republican Alan

Keyes’ presidential campaign.

“I was the talking head

expert that somebody brings

on, and several people always

said, ‘You should be on radio,’”

said Bergman, who later took

the advice and became a

nationally syndicated talk radio

host after accurately predicting

Mitt Romney’s loss in crucial

swing states during the 2012

election cycle.

Bergman’s decision to break

into the film industry came

next.

With eight independent film-

makers and award-winning

film producer Judd Saul on

board as director, Bergman was

able to pivot the small crew’s

focus away from Agenda 21

and toward the production of a

documentary capturing the

accounts of Americans affected

by the IRS’ targeting.

According to Bergman, the

film’s budget of $310,000

meant the crew had three to

four weeks to shoot the film.

From late September through

October, the crew traveled

across the country gathering

interviews and scheduling

media appearances.

>>> No Apologies: Lois

Lerner Breaks 16-Month

Silence on IRS Scandal

“Our crew was made up of

very talented people who didn’t

necessarily have our political

world view, but they weren’t

hostile to it,” said Bergman.

“The whole film crew lived on

the bus … and the camaraderie,

stories and jokes—it was like

being in college again.”

With 40 hours worth of

footage transcribed to fit a 3-

inch binder, Bergman spent

Thanksgiving and Christmas

with a highlighter in hand,

picking out soundbites and cre-

ating the film’s order.

According to Bergman, it

took nine cuts and several con-

sultations with the film’s exec-

utive producer, John Sullivan,

who produced Dinesh

D’Souza’s “2016: Obama’s

America,” to get the film to the

point where it wasn’t “getting

any criticism.”

Bergman’s film, “Unfair:

Exposing the IRS,” focuses

on Washington’s sprawling reg-

ulatory machine and portrays

the IRS as “the gestapo.”

The 90-minute documentary

intertwines commentary by

prominent politicians and pun-

dits such as Sen. Ted Cruz, R-

Texas, former Arkansas Gov.

Mike Huckabee, and Glenn

Beck, with real stories from

American veterans, families

and grassroots leaders who

endured personal attacks and

penalties because of their polit-

ical affiliation.

First-Time Filmmaker Seeks to Expose IRS 

In Political Documentary Debuting This Week

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) _

Relatives of four people who

were fatally shot 14 years ago

in a Wichita soccer field have

formed an organization oppos-

ing the retention of two of the

Kansas Supreme Court justices

who overturned the killers’

death sentences. 

Kansans for Justice wants

voters to remove Lee Johnson

and Eric Rosen from the court

in November, The Wichita

Eagle reports. The group

believes the court botched

Jonathan and Reginald Carr’s

appeal when it overturned the

brother’s death sentences after

finding they should have been

allowed separate sentencing

hearings. The court also struck

down three of each man’s four

capital murder convictions. 

The Carr brothers still face

life sentences for the lone capi-

tal murder conviction. 

The attack that culminated in

the December 2000 deaths of

29-year-old Aaron Sander, 27-

year-old Brad Heyka, 26-year-

old Jason Befort, and Heather

Muller, began when the broth-

ers broke into a Wichita home,

according to prosecutors. 

Prosecutors said the armed

intruders forced the five people

there to have sex with each

other and later to withdraw

money from ATMs. Two

women were raped repeatedly

before all five were taken to the

soccer field and shot. Four of

the people died. One woman

survived a gunshot wound to

the head. 

Kansas Supreme Court jus-

tices stand for retention every

six years. Johnson and Rosen

are the only court members up

for retention this year. 

``Our family was devastated

by the murderous crime spree

of the Carr brothers,’’ Befort’s

brother Mark Befort said in a

written statement. ``We had to

re-live the hideous acts when

the Carr brothers were tried

two years later. 

``Now the Kansas Supreme

Court has voted to either elimi-

nate these verdicts or force all

of the family members and sur-

viving victims to have to once

again re-live those crimes in

court, or see these guilty ver-

dicts erased. This is an outrage

and we will be fighting from

now through November 4 to

get Kansans to understand the

injustice the Kansas Supreme

Court is creating.’’ 

Rosen, one of the justices,

said Friday: ``I have been rec-

ognized by victims and their

Victims’ Families Oppose 2 Judge’s Retention
families, media covering crimi-

nal proceedings, and a variety

of organizations, including a

former attorney general, for my

compassion and sensitivity

toward crime victims. At the

same time, my colleagues and I

have a legal and ethical duty to

uphold the constitution and the

laws of the state of Kansas,

which sometimes are at odds

with victims’ or their families’

wishes.’’ 

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) _
Negotiations between the
Machinists union and Wichita-
based Textron Aviation broke
down abruptly after company
negotiators refused to put in
writing that it would keep jobs
in Wichita, a union official
said. 

A contract vote that was
scheduled for Wednesday will
not take place, Machinists
District 70 spokesman Frank
Molina told The Wichita Eagle
(http://bit.ly/11eIYDf ), and
Textron said it will seek to out-
source work to other states. 

Texton, parent company of
Cessna, bought Beechcraft in
March and formed Textron
Aviation. Contract talks have
been ongoing to combine the
two separate local unions of

Beechcraft and Cessna Aircraft
under a single labor agreement. 

Textron said it wanted to
negotiate a single contract for
job protection, Molina said, but
when company officials were
asked to put that in writing they
walked out of the room Sunday
without offering a proposal. 

``I told them this should be a
no-brainer,’’ Molina said. ``It
goes to show how little the
company thinks of the employ-
ees and Wichita.’’ 

A company official told the
union’s negotiating team that it
has been getting regular calls
from Louisiana officials offer-
ing hefty incentives to move
the work to that state, Molina
said. The company also is look-
ing at other states, he said. 

Union Contract 
Talks Abruptly End

The Manhattan Free Press new web page is up and running. - manhattanfreepress.com

The Manhattan Free Press
has changed it’s web page to
make it easer for viewers.

The first thing viewers
will notice is the local photos
will be rotating on the front
page. Viewer can click on
the photo and download fast.

Current Edition

In the first box below the
Free Press Header is the
Current Edition. Each week
the current edition will be

placed in the box so it will be
easy to find.

Free Press Archive

The Manhattan Free Press
folders contains all of the past
issues of the Manhattan Free
Press back to 2007 The com-
plete newspaper is placed in the
folder as a PDF file and can be
read on the screen, printed or
saved to a computer.

Video Galleries

Hit on the Video Galleries
and you will find folders with
videos of ball games and local
events. 

Advertising

The Manhattan Free Press
has been averaging 30,000 hits
per month. We feel the new
web site will do even better
because the photos will be able
to be downloaded so much
faster.

The web site is a good place

for advertisers to get their
names before the public and
by helping sponsor the web
site get new customers. The
ads rotate and each advertis-
er will be seen. Cost of the
advertising is $100 per
month and a business card
will work fine.

We hope you will find the
new web site to be to your
liking. 

manhattanfreepress.com

Manhattan Free Press Web Page 
Makes It Easy To Download Local Photos

Protesters at the Tea Party Patriots “Audit the IRS” rally at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., in 2013.
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officials said that their goal was
for young adults between the
ages of eighteen and thirty-four
to account for 40 percent of
exchange enrollments. On
April 17, 2014, the White
House announced that only 28
percent of those enrolled
through the federally adminis-

Program (CHIP) increased by
about 5 million over that same
period. We’ll know more later,
as CBO said, especially how
many Americans are losing
their employment-based cover-
age.

Who enrolls is also crucial.
In 2013, Obama administration

February 21, 2014, that 65 per-
cent of small firms would expe-
rience premium-rate increases,
while only 35 percent were
expected to have reductions. In
terms of people affected, CMS
estimated 11 million Americans
employed by these firms would
experience premium-rate
increases, while about 6 million
would see reductions. So much
for “bending the cost curve
down.”

2. The law reduced competi-
tion in most health-insurance
markets. A limited analysis by
the Kaiser Family Foundation
found that in 2014, large states
like California and New York
were more competitive, but
Connecticut and Washington
were less competitive. The
Heritage Foundation conducted
a national analysis and found
that between 2013 and 2014,
the number of insurers offering
coverage on the individual
markets in all fifty states
declined nationwide by 29 per-
cent. On a county level, 52 per-
cent of U.S. counties had just
one or two health-insurance
carriers. In 2014, at least, the
law did not deliver on its prom-
ise of more personal choice and
broader competition.

3. We still don’t know for
sure how many people are actu-
ally insured. Following the dis-
astrous October 2013
Obamacare “roll-out,” the
Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) estimated that about 6
million (rather than 7 million)
would enroll in the exchanges.
Last April, administration offi-
cials reported that they reached
and surpassed their goal,
enrolling over 8 million people
in the health-insurance
exchanges. They then declared
the health-care debate, like the
Iraq War, “over.”

That declaration appears to
be premature. The administra-
tion now concedes that there
are 700,000 fewer persons in
the exchanges. Of course, we
can expect some attrition. But
exchange enrollment is not the
same as insurance coverage.
CBO said it best: “The number
of people who will have cover-
age through the exchanges in
2014 will not be known pre-
cisely until after the year has
ended.” Exactly.

Beyond the seemingly end-
less surveys, estimates and
guesstimates, we do have some
raw data. Between October 1,
2013, and March 31, 2014,
there was a net increase in indi-
vidual coverage of 2,236,942,
but there was a net decrease in
group (employment-based)
enrollment: it fell by 1,716,540.
Enrollment in Medicaid and the
Childrens’ Health Insurance

By Robert Moffit 

Heritage Foundation
On November 15, open

enrollment in the Obamacare
exchanges begins again. Before
the second act of our national
healthcare drama commences,
let’s review what we’ve learned
in Act I.

For starters, everyone now
knows that federal officials are
challenged when it comes to
setting up a website. But
they’ve demonstrated the abili-
ty to dole out a huge amount of
taxpayers’ money for millions
of people signing up for
Medicaid, a welfare program.
And they’ve proved they can
send hundreds of millions of
federal taxpayers’ dollars to
their bureaucratic counterparts
in states, like Maryland and
Oregon, that can’t manage their
own exchanges. But there are
many other lessons to be
gleaned from Year One of
Obamacare. Here are three of
the most important ones.

1. Health costs jumped—big
time. Huge increases in
deductibles in policies sold
through the exchanges were a
big story in Florida, Illinois and
elsewhere. While the average
annual deductible for employ-
er-based coverage was a little
over $1,000, the exchange
deductibles nationwide normal-
ly topped $2,000.

Notwithstanding President
Obama’s specific promise to
lower the typical family premi-
um cost by $2,500 annually,
premium costs actually
increased. D2014 data for the
“individual market” shows that
the average annual premiums
for single and family coverage
rose in the overwhelming
majority of state and federal
health-insurance exchanges all
around the country. In eleven
states, premiums for twenty-
seven-year-olds have more
than doubled since 2013; in
thirteen states, premiums for
fifty-year-olds have increased
more than 50 percent. For the
“group market,” the Office of
the Actuary at the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) estimated on

tered exchanges were between
eighteen and thirty-four years
of age—the crucial age bracket
for a robust and stable insur-
ance pool—but that 35 percent
of the total enrollees were
under the age of thirty-five.
That made it sound as though
the program was fairly close to

reaching its target. But thanks
to excellent reporting by
Politico, we learned that the
bigger number included chil-
dren enrolled in the exchanges.
Nice try.

Maybe 2015 will bring better
news for Obamacare. But don’t
bet on it.

Thanks to Obamacare,
Health Costs Soared This Year
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040 2049 Ft. Riley Blvd., Manhattan, KS

Buffalo Wings

Answers On Page 4

Enjoy the spicy flavors of these chicken drum-
mettes - appetizer ready in 50 minutes. 

2  quarts oil for frying 

1/2  cup Gold Medal™ all-purpose flour 

1/4  teaspoon paprika 

1/4  teaspoon ground red pepper (cayenne) 

1/4  teaspoon salt 

2  packages (1 lb each) chicken drummettes 

1/4  cup butter 

1/4  cup red pepper sauce 

1/8  teaspoon black pepper 

1/8  teaspoon garlic powder 

Directions
1 In deep fryer or 3-quart heavy saucepan, heat oil to
375°F. 

2 In 1-gallon resealable food-storage plastic bag, mix
flour, paprika, red pepper, and salt. Add chicken, seal
bag and shake until chicken is coated with flour. 

3 Fry chicken in batches (to avoid over crowding)
about 10 minutes each or until brown and no longer
pink in center. Drain on paper towels. 

4 Meanwhile, in 1-quart saucepan combine butter,
pepper sauce, black pepper and garlic powder; cook
over medium-high heat, 3 to 5 minutes, stirring occa-
sionally, until butter is melted and mixture is blend-
ed. 

5 In large bowl, toss chicken with butter mixture
until completely coated. 

Help Wanted

$2000 Bonus! Oilfield driv-

ers. High hourly, Overtime.

Class A-CDL / Tanker. 1 year

driving Experience. Home

Monthly. Paid Travel, Lodging.

Relocation NOT necessary. 1-

800-588-2669. www.tttrans-

ports.com

Help Wanted

CONTRACT SALESPER-

SON Selling aerial photogra-

phy of farms on commission

basis. $4,225.00 first month

guarantee. $1,500-$3,000

weekly proven earnings. Travel

required. More info msphoto-

sd.com or call 877/882-3566

Help Wanted

EARN $500 TO $1,000 A

DAY Selling Funeral Ins. To

Seniors. Daytime Market.

Leads Furnished. Complete

Training. Daily Pay; Health

Dental Ins. Provided. Call 1-

888-713-6020

Help Wanted/Truck

Driver     

Butler Transport Your

Partner In Excellence Drivers

Needed. Great hometime

$650.00 sign on bonus! All

miles paid. 1-800-528-7825 or

www.butlertransport.com

Help Wanted/Truck

Driver     

DRIVER TRAINEES

NEEDED! Become a driver for

Stevens Transport! NO EXPE-

RIENCE NEEDED! New driv-

ers earn $800+ per week! PAID

CDL TRAINING! Stevens

covers all costs! 1-888-589-

9677 drive4stevens.com

Classifieds...

Expert Tips
Serve these spicy wings with blue cheese dress-
ing and celery sticks.

Fry wings up to 8 hours ahead of time, store in
refrigerator just until ready to serve. To serve,
heat oven to 450°F. On an ungreased 15x10 x1-
inch baking sheet place chicken. Bake 6 to 8
minutes, or until thoroughly heated. Toss with
pepper sauce mixture. 



209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

http://www.dremmanhattan.com/

CALL 537-7701

Now Leasing 1-4 Bedrooms

R E A L  E S T A T E M A N A G E M E N T
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Optical Perspectives
WWe’ve  Moved  to  our  New  Location

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

2049 Ft. Riley Blvd., Manhattan, KS

TTTaayy lloorr ’’ss     FFaammii llyy     HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday  Thru  Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or Marianne

6

See Faye Taylor, Marissa Pultz or Angela Wilson

Big 12 Standings
Big 12 Over All

Team Record Record

Baylor 3-0 6-0

Oklahoma State 3-0 5-1

Kansas State 2-0 4-1

Oklahoma 2-1 5-1

West Virginia 1-1 3-2

TCU 1-1 4-1

Texas 1-2 2-4

Iowa State 0-3 2-4

Kansas 0-3 2-4

Texas Tech 0-3 2-4

Date Home Team Location Time (CT) 

Fort Worth, Texas TBA 

* Sat, Oct 18 Oklahoma Kansas State 

Norman, Okla. 11:00 am ESPN

* Sat, Oct 18 West Virginia Baylor 

Morgantown, W.Va. 11:00am ESPN

* Sat, Oct 18 TCU Oklahoma State 

Fort Worth, Texas 3:00 pm FS1

* Sat, Oct 18 Texas Tech Kansas 

Lubbock, Texas 2:30 pm FSN

* Sat, Oct 18 Texas Iowa State 

Austin, Texas 7:00 p.m. LHN /

Cyclones.tvLive Stats

* Sat,  Oct 25 Oklahoma State West Virginia 

Stillwater, Okla. TBA 

* Sat, Oct 25 TCU Texas Tech 

Fort Worth, Texas TBA 

* Sat, Oct 25 Kansas State Texas 

Manhattan, Kan. TBA 

* Sat, Nov 01 Kansas State Oklahoma State 

Manhattan, Kan. TBA 

* Sat, Nov 01 Texas Tech Texas 

Lubbock, Texas TBA 

* Sat, Nov 01 Baylor Kansas 

Waco, Texas TBA 

* Sat, Nov 01 West Virginia TCU 

Morgantown, W.Va. TBA 

* Sat, Nov 01 Iowa State Oklahoma 

Ames, Iowa TBA 

Big 12 Conference Schedule 

Kansas State 2014-2015 SCHEDULE

Overall 4-1 Conf. 2-0 Home 3-1 Away 1-0

Date Opponent / Event Location Time / Record

08/30/14 vs. Stephen F. Austin 55-16 1-0

09/06/14 at Iowa State * TV Ames, Iowa 32-28 2-0

09/18/14 vs. Auburn TV Manhattan, Kan. 20-14 2-1

09/27/14 vs. UTEP Manhattan, Kan. 58-28 3-1

10/04/14 vs. Texas Tech * Manhattan, Kan. 45-13 4-1

10/18/14 at Oklahoma Norman, Okla. 11:00 am ESPN

10/25/14 vs. Texas * Manhattan, Kan. TBA

11/01/14 vs. Oklahoma State * Manhattan, Kan. TBA

11/08/14 at TCU * Fort Worth, Texas TBA

11/20/14 at West Virginia * TV Morgantown 6:00 PM

11/29/14 vs. Kansas * Manhattan, Kan. TBA

12/06/14 at Baylor * Waco, Texas TBA

Kansas 2013-2014 SCHEDULE

Overall 2-4 Conf. 0-2 Home 2-2      Away 0-2     Record   
Sat. Sept 6th Southeast Missouri Lawrence, Kan. 34-28 1-0

Sat. Sept 13th Duke Durham, N.C.   3-41 1-1

Sat. Sept 20th Central Michigan Lawrence, Kan. 24-10 2-1

Sat. Sept 27th  Texas Lawrence, Kan. 0-23 2-2

Sat. Oct 4th West Virginia Morgantown, W.Va. 14-33 2-3

Sat. Oct 11th Oklahoma State Lawrence, Kan. 20-27 2-4

Sat. Oct 18th Texas Tech Lubbock, Texas 2:30 pm  FSN

Sat. Nov. 1 Baylor Waco, Texas 2:30 pm  FSN

Sat. Nov. 7th Iowa State Lawrence, Kan. TBA

Sat. Nov. 15th TCU Lawrence, Kan. TBA

Sat. Nov. 22nd Oklahoma Norman, Okla. TBA

Sat. Nov. 29th Kansas State Manhattan, Kan. TBA
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LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) _

Clint Bowen had a chance to

make a splash in his first home

game since taking over as inter-

im coach at Kansas. 

Instead, he kicked a field

goal and it cost him. 

Oklahoma State’s Tyreek

Hill took the ensuing kickoff 99

yards for a fourth-quarter

touchdown, sending the No. 16

Cowboys to a 27-20 victory

over the Jayhawks on Saturday. 

``We just felt we had to tie

the game,’’ Bowen said of his

crucial call with 6:55 left in the

game, when the Jayhawks were

facing fourth-and-1 at the

Oklahoma State 18. 

Rather than gamble, Bowen

opted for the safe call. 

``I think the field goal was a

good move at the time,’’ said

Jayhawks quarterback Michael

Cummings, who started his

first game since 2012. ``I think

that was the right decision.’’ 

Daxx Garman threw for 161

yards with a touchdown and an

interception for the Cowboys

(5-1, 3-0), while Desmond

Roland ran for 87 yards and

another score. But their offense

otherwise struggled against a

Kansas defense that hasn’t

always been that stingy. 

``You never want to go to a

place and lose,’’ said Cowboys

wide receiver Jhajuan Seales,

who caught a touchdown pass.

``Kansas had a great scheme

and came out and played well.’’ 

Cummings threw for 288

yards and ran for a touchdown

for Kansas (2-4, 0-3) in place

of Montell Cozart. Corey Avery

also ran for a score for the

Jayhawks. 

Kansas loses 27-20 to No. 16 Oklahoma State
Oklahoma State led 20-7 at

halftime, but the Jayhawks ral-

lied to tie the game 20-all late

in the fourth quarter. It didn’t

last that way for long. 

Hill, whom the Jayhawks

had avoided kicking to all

game, took the kickoff up the

Kansas sideline for the go-

ahead touchdown. The junior

college transfer also returned a

kickoff 97 yards in the

Cowboys’ win over Iowa State

last week. 

Cummings was picked off

with 53 seconds left to seal the

outcome. 

``We were trying to get it

done,’’ he said. 

Playing its first true road

game, Oklahoma State won its

sixth straight at Memorial

Stadium. It was also its fifth

straight Big 12 road win. 

The Cowboys got off to a

slow start, though, a problem

that has plagued them through-

out the season. They had to set-

tle for Ben Grogan’s 43-yard

field goal on their opening

drive, and then allowed the

Jayhawks to drive 81 yards the

other way for a touchdown. 

The big play was a 51-yard

pass from Cummings to Nick

Harwell down the sideline. 

Oklahoma State answered

with a 33-yard touchdown run

by Roland, but the Cowboys

kept squandering chances to

put the game away. They set-

tled for another field goal, went

three-and-out on their next

drive, and then kicked yet

another field goal. 

It wasn’t until a shanked

punt by Trevor Pardula with

just over a minute left in the

half gave the Cowboys prime

field position that they threat-

ened to put the game away.

Five plays later, Seales hauled

in a short touchdown pass for a

20-7 lead. 

Unlike so many times the

past few years, Kansas refused

to fold. 

Cassius Sendish picked off a

pass to foil Oklahoma State’s

first drive of the second half. 

Moments later, Tevin Shaw

jumped on a fumble that every-

body in orange seemed to think

was an incomplete pass and

returned it to the Cowboys 15,

setting up a short field goal. 

It remained 20-10 until early

in the fourth quarter, when

Kansas needed four plays to go

83 yards. 

Avery capped the drive with

a 23-yard touchdown run, ener-

gizing a paltry crowd of rough-

ly 15,000 _ the combination of

Late Night in the Phog the pre-

vious night, fall break for stu-

dents and the Royals-Orioles

playoff game did a number on

attendance. 

Kansas quickly forced a

punt, and then went 72 yards,

converting a key fourth-and-2

along the way. But when

Bowen was faced with going

for it on fourth-and-inches at

the Cowboys 18 with 6:55 left,

he elected to kick a 35-yard

field goal to tie the game

instead. 

It stayed tied for as long as it

took Hill to return the kickoff

99 yards. 

``Big plays change games,’’

Oklahoma State wide receiver

David Glidden said. ``We were

fortunate that the big play hap-

pened for us.’’ 

Head Coach Bill Snyder

On rivalry with Oklahom

“I think it is the most impor-

tant game that we will play this

year coming up. Last week, not

the bye week, but the previous

game before that was just as

important. It is extremely sig-

nificant. You only have 12 or

maybe 13 opportunities to play

our best out of 365 days. You

cannot go through and pick and

choose what is important and

what is not. They all count –

every single one of them

counts. I think the idea of hav-

ing a number of players from

the state of Oklahoma in your

program and that it is a border

state come into play to a certain

degree.”

On OU’s balanced offense

“Well they are very bal-

anced. Their numbers would

tell you exactly the same thing.

Most of the situation work that

they do is balanced. By that I

mean down in distance there

are some tendencies there that

are balanced, but not enough

tendency to hang your head on.

You better be able to cover the

pass and defend the run. When

you do have the capabilities of

Trevor Knight to run the ball

like he rushed 87 yards against

us last year - if you put that

with the running game, they

had a significant running game

and we did not defend the run

well at all last year. He com-

pleted I think 60 percent of his

passes against us last year. That

was a great deal of balance in

the offense. They have that

capacity as well. They could

have two or three guys at run-

ning back who can be effective

in that regard. Trevor Knight

poses that question as a running

quarterback and that creates

more diversity in what they do.

The more diversity that you

have, the more effective you

are in your offense.” 

On defense capabilities

similar to Auburn…

“I think they are athletically

and physically similar. Auburn

was a very physical group up

front. Oklahoma is a very phys-

ical group up front as well. I

think both of them run

extremely well.”

On lessons taken away by

Knight’s success last year…

“Well you have to be pre-

pared for the quarterback draw,

the zone read aspect of it and

just his ability to pull it down

and scramble with it. If you are

successful enough to cover

receivers, he has good feet and

can pull it out. Part of his 87

yards that he had against us last

year came off of scrambles and

intended passes. We not only

have to defend him, but also the

other players. His 87 yards

were included in the 300 yards

rushing that they had against us

last year. There are big plays in

the ball game that maybe

define the outcome of the ball

game. We were lucky enough

K-State Holds Weekly Football Press Conference
to get a bunch of them our-

selves. However, we gave up a

65-yard run which ran itself to

that 300-plus total of rushing

yards. We gave up an intercep-

tion with a 70-yard return and

then we shanked a punt that got

run up to the three-yard line.

That right there is 21 points and

was a significant difference in

the ball game. Hopefully we

have learned a little in those

areas – offense, defense and

kicking game.”

On the running game at

this point of the season…

“I would say it is probably

really inconsistent as much as

anything. I think we have had

good and bad plays. I do not

think I would look at it any dif-

ferently, but aside from consis-

tency, it is the big-play ele-

ment. We have not achieved

that yet. We have had a few of

the 20-yard plays or gains, but

we do not have that break away

that we would like to have.”

Quarterback Jake Waters

On playing ranked-OU in

Norman…

“We are excited for the

opportunity. It is going to be a

tough game obviously. To play

a team like Oklahoma with all

of their tradition, their great

coaching, their great players

that they have; it is going to be

tough. I have never been there,

but you have only heard great

things about how hard it is to

play there. It is definitely a

challenge and we are excited

for it.”

On the message they want

to send with this Oklahoma

game…

“We can play with anyone,

and we know that. It takes great

practice today, great prepara-

tion today and tomorrow,

Thursday, and going in and

executing during the game. We

know that anyone can beat any-

one, it all depends on how you

execute and if you see things

and eliminate the mistakes. We

are going to have to play a great

game to beat Oklahoma.”

On Oklahoma’s front

seven…

“Yes obviously they have a

great front, they have a great

line. They are big, fast, and

what you want in a defensive

front. They play a little bit dif-

ferent than what we are used to,

we are preparing and getting

used to it so that should help

us.”

Linebacker Jonathan

Truman

On importance of big

plays…

“Any given play can be an

important one for the ball

game. We just hope that we can

create some great opportunities

for ourselves on Saturday.”

On emotions after winning

in Oklahoma two years ago…

“It was pretty exciting. It

was a pretty early game in the

season and that set the tone for

the rest of the season. We had a

lot of energy and enthusiasm

after that win.”

On comparing two years

ago to now…

“It is a new year and a new

team on both sides of the ball.

We have had success in the past

but it is about how we prepare

now and what we do this

week.”

Running Back Charles

Jones

On playing Oklahoma…

“We just take it like every

other team. Just prepare like we

do every game. Every game is

important. We are in Big 12

games now and so like I said

we are going to have to bring

our ‘A’ game.”

On similarities between

Oklahoma’s and Auburn’s

defenses…

“Yeah, there are similarities.

They are really big just like the

Auburn front. I feel like the

offensive line can handle it.”

On running game…

“I think it is progressing a

lot. We are getting Jake

(Waters) involved in the run-

ning game. DeMarcus

(Robinson) and I are really hit-

ting our stride and we are get-

ting better every game.”

Linebacker Will Davis

On Trevor Knight…

“He is fast. He is probably

one of the fastest quarterbacks,

probably, in the nation. I am not

for sure on his exact 40 time or

anything but you watch him on

film and he can run. That is

always dangerous when you

have a dual-threat quarterback

like that.”

On comparing Knight and

Nick Marshall…

“Neither one of them are

scared to run it. They are both

fast as can be and they are elu-

sive too. They are both difficult

and they are both good play-

ers.”

On keeping Knight in the

pocket…

“That would be a big thing.

Just to keep him contained as a

whole is probably our biggest

goal.”

Fullback Glenn

Gronkowski

On what the team wants to

prove in this game against

Oklahoma…

“Obviously we want to

prove a lot, obviously we want

to go out there and get a win. I

think it is just to show that we

are a legitimate team in the Big

12. Every team in the Big 12 is

good, it does not matter who

you are playing. Beating any-

one on the road is tough, so we

just want to go out there and

prove ourselves.”

On what he thinks about

Oklahoma this year…

“They are physical and they

are tough, and the tradition they

have of winning at home all of

the time. It is definitely going

to be a tough game, we know

that and we are preparing for

that. To go out there and play a

team like that and get a win

would be awesome.”

On how valuable it is to

have experience playing big

games…

“Obviously when it comes to

that (big games) there is a lot of

pressure sometimes. Having

the experience definitely helps,

I think most of our players have

been in that position before. So

when it comes down to close

games, we just have to rely on

what we have done before and

put it to work.”

Punter Nick Walsh

On Oklahoma…

“Great tradition, they always

have great talent, great coach-

es. We have had two weeks to

prepare for them, and I think

our biggest thing is that we

need to go out there and play as

hard as we can. We need to do

the fundamentals and the little

things and play four quarters.”

On the benefit of the off

week…

“For me it is getting my legs

under me a little bit. Kick a lot

of balls throughout the week

especially bouncing back from

last Saturday’s game going into

Monday. We did not kick as

much last week and that helped

a little bit. This week we are

going to get back after it and

get our legs back where they

need to be. I would say the

biggest thing is getting our legs

back under us and work on

some flexibility during that

week prior.”

On getting ready to play in

an atmosphere like

Oklahoma…

“That is a good question,

because I have never been there

in person and quite honestly I

do not know what it looks like.

Iowa State was also grass and

that was the first time I punted

on grass really, or that kind of

turf in a game-type situation.

Going into the Oklahoma game

I am going to think about it like

the Iowa State game as far as

the grass goes and the atmos-

phere goes. Iowa State did have

a good atmosphere as well. I

am just going to try to keep

everything inside the white

lines and keep my focus on the

field.”

Kicker Matthew McCrane

On his college career so far

and the upcoming game…

“I never really had the plan

of being in purple, so it is funny

how things worked out.

Hopefully I end up playing

against Oklahoma. Jack

(Cantele) and I are competing

this week, and seeing what hap-

pens.”

On how the competition is

going between him and Jack

Cantele…

“It is very strong competi-

tion between Jack and me. We

are really good friends. As long

as we are pushing each other to

be better in the end that is the

best thing.”

On Cantele’s influence…

“Last year after the TCU

game, I saw how Jack handled

himself, both when he is up and

high and when he is lower than

low. Jack has been a good men-

tor for me, I am able to watch

how he kicks and how he han-

dles the atmosphere and situa-

tions. I think that has helped me

a lot."

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) _
During a practice shortly after
he was appointed interim coach
at Kansas, Clint Bowen lined
up next to his players on the
sideline and took off at the first
whistle.

He was running sprints with
them. And not just one or two
players, all of them.

Imagine Charlie Weis doing
that.

It was the first of many
instances in which Bowen
bridged a disconnect that
developed between the players
and Weis, who was fired four
games into the season. Bowen
runs onto the field at full speed
when the Jayhawks emerge
from the locker room and leaps
to bump chests with players
after a big play.

``We can relate to him
more,'' said running back Tony
Pierson, a senior now on his
third head coach. ``He played
ball. He's from Lawrence. He
brings a lot of energy to this
team.''

In other words, Bowen
couldn't be more different from
his predecessor.

Weis may have been a suc-
cessful NFL assistant, but he
failed as a college head coach

at Notre Dame and Kansas. He
was born and raised in New
Jersey, about as far as one can
get from the Heartland, and
went to school at Notre Dame,
where he did not play football.
He was an offense-minded
coach whose pro style seemed
woefully outdated.

Meanwhile, Bowen was born
and raised just down the street
from Kansas' campus. He
played for the Jayhawks before
beginning his career as a KU
assistant in 2000. The defen-
sive-minded coach has never
worked in the pros, instead
working brief stints at Western
Kentucky and North Texas
before returning to Kansas two
years ago.

Now, Bowen has what he's
long considered his dream job.
And the youthful exuberance
the 44-year-old coach has
brought to the position has
been infectious.

``I feel like we have a way of
operating that's proven success-
ful,'' Bowen said. ``I've seen the
blueprint before here. I've been
a part of turnarounds for many
other people's sacrifices, but
I've been fortunate to be part of
a turnaround in the Glen Mason
era, in the Mark Mangino era, I

feel like we have the stamp of
how it works at Kansas.

``I don't feel any pressure
because I believe that it works,''
he said. ``All I know I have to
do is work hard and do it the
right way and it's going to be
OK.''

Things sure seem to be head-
ed in the right direction.

The Jayhawks (2-4) were
waxed at West Virginia earlier
this month, but that game
occurred just a few days after
Bowen took over. Given a full
week to prepare for No. 15
Oklahoma State last Saturday,
the Jayhawks nearly pulled off
one of the biggest upsets of the
season.

The game was tied late in the
fourth quarter before the
Cowboys returned a kickoff for
a go-ahead touchdown. Kansas
still had a chance for a drive to
tie it, but quarterback Michael
Cummings was intercepted in
the waning minutes to seal the
27-20 defeat.

The fact that Kansas was in it
until the bitter end spoke vol-
umes of Bowen.

``He brings a whole exciting
feel to the energy of the team,''
senior safety Cassius Sendish
said. ``It's just fun.''

Jayhawks Rally For Coach
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lack of sponsorship in all three
NCAA divisions, including a
10-year period in which the
sport never came close to the
40-program target set by the
NCAA, as well as the signifi-
cant costs of maintaining such
programs. K-State is just one of
19 Division I equestrian pro-
grams in the nation. According
to a recent NCAA publication,
only 719 student-athletes cur-
rently compete in Division I
equestrian.

The NCAA’s recognition of
equestrian may not end until
August 1, 2017, allowing
schools that sponsor the sport
time to make adjustments, but
we believe a more immediate
transition is in the best interests
of K-State. There is never a
perfect time for a decision such
as this, but to keep with our
goal of operating in a transpar-
ent and fiscally responsible
manner, we believe a transition
beginning in 2015-16 creates
the best opportunity to allocate
limited resources in a manner
that propels our program
toward our goal of a World-
Class Student-Athlete
Experience.

We will fully honor the ath-
letic scholarships of our current
equestrian student-athletes for
the remainder of their eligibili-
ty so that they can complete
their K-State degrees, as well
as the contract of our head
coach, Casie Maxwell, who is
in the second year of a five-
year contract. Our equestrian
student-athletes and coaches
are dedicated Wildcats and they
will forever be part of the K-
State Athletics family and rec-
ognized as key historical con-
tributors to our vision of a
Model Intercollegiate Athletics
Program with the privileges
and honors accorded all our
former student-athletes.

We have worked hard to sup-
port our team with a current

K-State to Discontinue Equestrian/Add Soccer

Kansas State University will drop the Equestrian Team and start a soccer program.

Kansas State Coach Bill Snyder.  (Photo by Ben Brake)

By Kansas State University
President Kirk Schulz
and K-State Athletics

Director John Currie
We would like to take a few

moments tonight to inform you
of an important announcement
regarding our athletics program
that we have just shared with
our equestrian student-athletes.

Following a recent NCAA
Committee on Women’s
Athletics recommendation to
drop intercollegiate equestrian
as an emerging NCAA Division
I women’s sport, we will dis-
continue the intercollegiate
sponsorship of our equestrian
program at the conclusion of
the 2015-16 season. In keeping
with K-State’s commitment to
improving opportunities for
female student-athletes we will
be adding the school’s first-
ever intercollegiate women’s
soccer program, enabling the
Wildcat athletics program to
maintain its sponsorship of 16
varsity sports as required by the
NCAA. These decisions were
approved by the K-State
Athletics, Inc. Board of
Directors this afternoon.

While this was an extremely
difficult and complex decision,
we are proud of the effort of
our equestrian coaches and stu-
dent-athletes since the pro-
gram’s inception in 2000
toward building and advancing
our program. Unfortunately,
with equestrian no longer pro-
jected to count toward the min-
imum NCAA requirement of
16 sponsored varsity programs
as detailed in NCAA Bylaw
20.9.6, we must move our
resources to another sport so
that we can continue to operate
as a Division I FBS member of
the Big 12 and NCAA.

In a letter to the equestrian
community last month, the
Committee on Women’s
Athletics detailed its decision
regarding equestrian based on a

annual operating budget of $1.2
million and facility expendi-
tures and improvements of
$700,000 over the last five
years. But, the fact is that spon-
sorship of the sport simply has-
n’t grown as was hoped while
nearly every one of our border
state peer institutions, and
every Big 12 institution, spon-
sors soccer. Reallocating those
resources to soccer better
serves the young people of our
region and advances the institu-
tion toward the K-State 2025
vision of moving into the top
50 public research universities.

Schools like Nebraska,
Colorado, Colorado State,
Oklahoma, Oklahoma State,
Missouri and KU all play soc-
cer, which is one of the most
popular sports not only in the
Midwest but across the world.
Locally, Kansas City has

become the epicenter of U.S.
Soccer with the emergence and
popularity of Sporting KC and
FC Kansas City in addition to
becoming the future home of
the U.S. National Team.

Soccer’s importance in the
Big 12 region was underscored
in 2013 when the league
announced a partnership with
Sporting KC to upgrade the
MLS club’s practice facility in
Kansas City’s historic Swope
Park to serve as an annual host
for the Big 12 women’s post-
season tournament. This year’s
edition will be played
November 5-9.  

Currently our plan is to field
a women’s soccer team to
begin exhibition competition in
fall of 2016, and eventually we
will become the final institu-
tion in the 10-school Big 12
Conference to compete in the

sport. More than 320 Division I
schools sponsor women’s soc-
cer, making it the fourth-most
sponsored women’s sport in
Division I behind only basket-
ball, volleyball and cross-coun-
try, while more than 26,000 stu-
dent-athletes across the country
are currently playing Division I
women’s soccer.

A national search for the pro-
gram’s first head coach will
begin in January 2015, with the
2015-16 academic year used to
complete a staff and recruit a
roster that will range between
25-30 student-athletes. The
average national roster size in
Division I is 27.2 participants.
K-State’s ongoing commitment
to Title IX will also be reflect-
ed with the full funding of the
14 women’s soccer scholar-
ships permitted by the NCAA.

Plans for soccer practice and

competition facilities are being
studied as the department is ini-
tiating discussions with the
Student Governing Association
about possible on-campus
options including the potential
of utilizing historic Memorial
Stadium for home matches or
constructing a facility in an
existing location.

We thank you for all that you
continue to do in support of our
vision of a Model
Intercollegiate Athletics
Program. Please continue to
support our equestrian student-
athletes in our last 18 months of
varsity competition. While
today’s announcement about
our equestrian program was a
difficult one, we are also excit-
ed for our fans and the residents
of Kansas to bring women’s
soccer to K-State and the
Manhattan community.

did spend a bit of time reflect-

ing on his 23-year career at

Kansas State. 

MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) _

Even in the midst of a bye

week, Bill Snyder didn’t have

time to blow out any candles. 

The Vanier Football

Complex, the headquarters of

Snyder’s architectural master-

piece at Kansas State, was

humming like normal on

Tuesday. There were no special

plans in store as the longtime

coach celebrated his 75th birth-

day. 

``I will be right here doing

what we always do, evaluating

film after our practice, practice

tape and Oklahoma tape,’’

Snyder said with a grin. ``Same

old thing.’’ 

The No. 17 Wildcats (4-1, 2-

0 Big 12) have a week to pre-

pare for a visit to No. 11

Oklahoma (4-1, 1-1), a game

that has significant Big 12 title

ramifications. So that’s what

has Snyder’s full attention

these days. 

However, in his allotted 30-

minute session with reporters

on Tuesday afternoon, Snyder

``Part of it is choosing the

right people to embrace in your

life, making family important,

being who you are and working

at whatever you do,’’ Snyder

said of sustaining his success.

``There are multiple things that

you learn by having good peo-

ple in your life. I have learned

something every day from

good people.’’ 

After coaching at the high

school and college levels,

Snyder has fine-tuned his craft

over the past 50 years. He is

now the oldest active coach in

the Football Bowl Subdivision. 

``That is something I have

not really thought about,’’

Wildcats quarterback Jake

Waters said of his coach’s age.

``It is definitely special to see.

It is his birthday, but you would

never expect that based on how

he acts and how he goes about

his day.’’ 

Besides, age is just a number

in college football these days. 

Frank Solich, who turned 70

in September, has guided once-

woeful Ohio to five straight

winning seasons. South

Carolina coach Steve Spurrier

turns 70 in April, and nobody

seems to think he’s going any-

where soon. Virginia Tech

coach Frank Beamer, who is

closing in on three decades

with the Hokies, turns 68 next

weekend. 

The list of accolades on

Snyder’s resume is long: more

than 180 wins, a pair of Big 12

titles, three trips to BCS bowl

games and only two sub-.500

seasons since 1992. But while

he’s not ready to single out any

particular moment, he does

always point to one thing for

the success that he’s had

throughout his career. 

``My mother was a true guid-

ing light in my life and she was

there for me,’’ Snyder said. ``In

the good things that I have

learned, I have learned from

her.’’ 

Barry Switzer, who coached

Oklahoma from 1973-88

before leading the Dallas

Cowboys in the 1990s, famous-

ly referred to Snyder as the

``coach of the century.’’ 

It’s hard to dispute what he’s

accomplished at a school that

Sports Illustrated once labeled

``Futility U.’’ Along with all the

wins, Snyder has pumped out

numerous All-Americans and

NFL draft picks, a signal of

how firmly established his pro-

gram has become. 

It also points to a lack of

turnover on his staff. Assistant

coaches such as Del Miller and

Dana Dimel have spent years

with Snyder, in some cases

leaving his program to strike

out on their own, only to return

for another stint under his

watchful eye. 

Along with several staff

members who have spent a

decade or more with Snyder,

there are five former players on

his staff that are working in

various capacities. 

``It is cool to be coached by

someone that has been through

everything that you might think

of and has coached so many

great players,’’ Waters said.

``For him to coach us and give

all of us his time, to us is a spe-

cial feeling.’’ 

K-State’s Bill Snyder not slowing down at 75

picked to play in the semifinals
as well as the bowl games?
There is a 13-member team
selected to select these teams.
They also will put together a
top 25 ranking each week start-
ing October 25th. The post-sea-
son match ups will be
announced by the committee
December 7th.  They will pick
four teams for the playoffs
based on strength of schedule,
results against common oppo-
nents, championships won and
other factors. Two semifinals
and four bowl games will be
played on New Year’s Eve and
New Year’s Day with the
Championship game on
Monday night.  The committee
members are —Chairman Jeff
Long, athletic director,
Arkansas, Barry Alvarez, ath-
letic director, Wisconsin, Lt.
Gen. Mike Gould, former
superintendent of the United
States Air Force Academy, Pat
Haden, athletic director,
Southern California, Tom
Jernstedt, former NCAA execu-
tive vice president, Oliver

By Tonya Ricklefs

Free Press
The football playoff system

will begin this year.  Are you
having a little trouble under-
standing the playoff system
completely?  Then, you are not
alone, so with a little help from
USA today, and the NCAA
playoff official website, this
will provide you a little infor-
mation about what will happen
this year. 

The system has seven games
that includes two semi-final
games and one national cham-
pionship game.  No one has an
automatic bid anymore for the
conference champions, but now
the Big Ten, Big 12, SEC,
ACC, and Pac-12 each have a
spot for the conference champi-
on in the semi-finals or one of
the bowl games.There are also
guaranteed spots for the best
teams in the American Athletic
Conference, Mountain West,
Sun Belt, Conference USA,
and the Mid-American
Conference.

How will the teams be

Luck, athletic director, West
Virginia, Archie Manning, for-
mer Mississippi quarterback,
Tom Osborne, former Nebraska
coach, Dan Radakovich, athlet-
ic director, Clemson,
Condoleezza Rice, Stanford
professor and former Secretary
of State, Mike Tranghese, for-
mer commissioner of the Big
East Conference, Steve
Wieberg, former college foot-
ball reporter, USA Today,
Tyrone Willingham, former
head coach of Notre Dame,
Stanford and Washington.
Committee members will be
recused from voting for teams
they are affiliated with or
receive compensation from. 

The bowls that are outside of
the playoffs and where confer-
ences will play:  Big Ten and
Pac-12 will play in the  Rose
Bowl; the SEC and Big 12 will
play in the Sugar Bowl, and the
ACC will go to the Orange
Bowl against the highest
ranked available team from the
SEC, Big Ten and Notre
Dame). If a conference champi-

on qualifies for the playoff,
then the bowl will choose a
replacement from that confer-
ence. The Fiesta, Cotton and
Peach Bowls will host dis-
placed conference champions
and the top-ranked champion
from a non-contract confer-
ence. The highest-ranked avail-
able teams will fill any other
berths. The Selection
Committee will decide these
pairings. The semifinals will
rotate through the six bowl
games: and when those games
don’t host a semifinal, they will
put on bowl games. The semifi-
nals this season will be played
in Pasadena and New Orleans.
The championship game will
be bid out and put on all over
the country. The committee
members’ term is three years. 

So what information exactly
will the selection committee
members use to decide who is
in the playoffs, and what extra
teams will be playing in the
bowl games?   They review
game video, consider win-loss
records, strength of schedule,

results against common oppo-
nents and conference champi-
onships won. The playoff
selection committee
usesSportSource Analytics to
provide the data. 

So, clear as mud?  Basically,
there are still bowl games, there
is still a selection process.

A good way to think about it
is this:

The Big 12 Champion will
go into the BCS playoff sys-
tem. The Big 12 number two
team could enter the playoff
system, or the bowl games out-
side the playoff system look
like this.

Big 12 number two football
team goes to the Alamo Bowl
in San Antonio.  The Alamo
Bowl is played on January 2. 

The third team in the Big 12
plays in the Russell Athletic
Bowl located in Orlando. This
bowl plays on December 29th.
Currently, this seems to be the
bowl most people are predict-
ing for Kansas State to play in. 

The fourth team in the Big
12 will play in the Texas Bowl

on December 29th in Houston,
Texas.  The fifth team will play
in the Liberty Bowl located in
Memphis. Tennessee also on
December 29th. The sixth team
in the Big 12 will play in the
Catus Bowl (formally the
Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl) on
January 2nd.  Finally, a Big 12
team in seventh place could
play in the Heart of Dallas
Bowl on December 26th  by
invitation.  In fact, many of
these bowls state they do have
the right to schedule based on
ticket sales, rivalries, and other
factors.  So, while these match
ups are likely based on this Big
12 ranking, they could be
slightly different.

Will this system work any
better? Not sure, but after haul-
ing over the old system, we
have to allow time for this
process to work, or not work
and fix the issues.  Hopefully
this will give you a guide to fol-
low, and know who the people
are deciding the future of your
favorite teams. ,

The football playoff system:  It’s here this year, but do you understand how it works?
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