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By ROBERT BURNS
National Security Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) _
Looking beyond America’s
post-9/11 wars, Defense
Secretary Chuck Hagel on
Monday proposed shrinking
the Army to its smallest size
in 74 years, closing bases
and reshaping forces to con-
front a ``more volatile, more
unpredictable’‘ world with a
more nimble military. 

The nation can afford a
smaller military so long as it
retains a technological edge
and the agility to respond on
short notice to crises any-
where on the globe, Hagel
said. He said the priorities he
outlined reflect a consensus
view among America’s mili-
tary leaders, but Republicans
in Congress were quick to
criticize some proposed
changes. 

In a speech at the one-year
mark of his tenure as
Pentagon chief, Hagel
revealed many details of the
defense spending plan that
will be part of the 2015
budget that President Barack
Obama will submit to
Congress next week. Hagel
described it as the first
Pentagon budget to fully
reflect the nation’s transition
from 13 years of war. 

At the core of his plan is
the notion that after wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan that
proved longer and more
costly than foreseen, the U.S.
military will no longer be
sized to conduct large and
protracted ground wars. It
will put more emphasis on
versatile, agile forces that
can project power over great
distances, including in Asia. 

Hagel stressed that such
changes entail risk. He said,
``We are entering an era
where American dominance
on the seas, in the skies and
in space can no longer be

taken for granted.’‘ 
However, budget constraints

demand that spending be man-
aged differently from the past,
with an eye to cutting costs
across a wide front, including
in areas certain to draw opposi-
tion in the Congress, he said. 

He proposed, for example, a
variety of changes in military
compensation, including small-
er pay raises, a slowdown in the
growth of tax-free housing
allowances and a requirement
that retirees and some families
of active-duty service members
pay a little more in health insur-
ance deductibles and co-pays. 

``Although these recommen-
dations do not cut anyone’s
pay, I realize they will be con-
troversial,’‘ Hagel said, adding
that the nation cannot afford the
escalating cost of military pay
and benefit packages that were
enacted during the war years. 

``If we continue on the cur-
rent course without making
these modest adjustments now,
the choices will only grow
more difficult and painful down
the road,’‘ he said. 

Although Congress has
agreed on an overall number
for the military budget in fiscal
2015 _ just under $500 billion _

there are still major decisions
to be made on how that money
should be spent to best protect
the nation. 

Early reaction from
Republicans in Congress was
negative. 

``I am concerned that we are
on a path to repeat the mistakes
we’ve made during past
attempts to cash in on expected
peace dividends that never
materialized,’‘ said Sen. Marco
Rubio of Florida, a possible
presidential contender in 2016. 

``What we’re trying to do is
solve our financial problems on
the backs of our military, and
that can’t be done,’‘ said Rep.
Howard ``Buck’‘ McKeon of
California, chairman of the
House Armed Services
Committee. 

Another proposal likely to
draw fire on Capitol Hill is
Hagel’s call for a new round of
domestic military base closings
in 2017. In the years following
the last round, in 2005, mem-
bers of Congress fought to pro-
tect bases in their home dis-
tricts and states, arguing that
the process does not yield as
much savings as advertised. 

Among other changes Hagel
proposed: 

By Christopher A. Preble 
CATO Institute

Someone has begun leak-
ing elements of the
Pentagon’s FY 2015 budget,
and the leakers apparently
want reporters to focus on
proposed cuts in the U.S.
Army. The headline in the
New York Times warns read-
ers that the Army will shrink
to “a pre-World War II
level.” “The proposal,”
explains the Times, “takes
into account the fiscal reality
of government austerity and
the political reality of a pres-
ident who pledged to end
two costly and exhausting
land wars. A result, the offi-
cials [who leaked to the
Times] argue, will be a mili-
tary capable of defeating any
adversary, but too small for
protracted foreign occupa-
tions.”

“You have to always keep
your institution prepared”
for the unknown, a senior
Pentagon official told the
Times, “but you can’t carry a
large land-war Defense
Department when there is no
large land war.” 

Reaction from other
Beltway insiders has been
predictably apoplectic, but
one doubts that the American

public are terribly worried
about a military that might be
slightly less likely to get
involved in unnecessary and
counterproductive nation-
building missions in distant
lands. The war in Afghanistan
started with strong public sup-
port, as it was clearly connect-
ed to the events of 9/11. It no
longer is, and Americans want
out. The salespeople for the
war in Iraq tried to connect that
escapade to 9/11, but the Iraq
war effort also lost public sup-
port when that rationale fell
away, and the costs mounted
into the trillions. 

In this case, at least, the pub-
lic is smarter than the politi-
cians who supposedly represent
them. Americans were unen-
thusiastic about the Libya caper
of 2011, and they effectively
blocked efforts to embroil the
United States in the Syrian civil
war last fall. The Pentagon’s
budget might finally be reflect-
ing the reality that the
American people actually want
President Obama to do what he
said he was going to do: focus
on nation building at home.

But the news is not all good.
The Pentagon apparently still
intends to retain 11 aircraft car-
riers, possibly cutting into
modernization of the Navy’s

surface combatant ships. As
had been reported earlier, the
venerable A-10 attack aircraft
is going away, but the Pentagon
remains committed to the trou-
bled F-35. The early details
don’t address the possible
modernization of the nuclear
triad, which is sure to compete
with other Air Force and Navy
priorities. If the Pentagon isn’t
serious about confronting those
tradeoffs, the resulting infight-
ing could get ugly.

And there is a hint of the
perennial Washington
Monument strategy in the
details that have been leaked so
far. By proposing to cut some
very popular programs,
Pentagon budgeteers might
hope that they can scare
Congress into busting the very
modest budget caps currently
in place. The White House pre-
sumably would accept higher
taxes in exchange for a bit
more spending. Republicans in
Congress want domestic
spending cuts to offset addi-
tional military spending. And
neither side seems inclined to
add to the deficit. So it is hard
to see how that impasse gets
broken. For now, the
Pentagon’s budget apparently
fits the spending cap of $496
billion negotiated late last year,

The active-duty Army
would shrink from today’s
522,000 soldiers to between
440,000 and 450,000 _ the
smallest number since 1940
when the nation was gearing
up to enter World War II. The
Army currently is scheduled
to be reduced to 490,000. 

The Army’s post-World
War II low was 480,000 in
2001, according to figures
provided by the service. In
1940 the Army had just
267,000 active-duty mem-
bers, but that number surged
to 1.46 million the following
year as America prepared for
war in Europe and the
Pacific. 

The Army National Guard
would drop from 355,000
soldiers to 335,000 by 2017,
and the Army Reserve would
drop by 10,000, to 195,000.
The National Guard also
would send its Apache attack
helicopters to the active-duty
Army in exchange for Black
Hawk helicopters more suit-
able for domestic disaster
relief missions. 

• The Marine Corps would
shrink from 190,000 to
182,000. 

• The Navy would keep its
11 aircraft carriers but ``lay
up,’‘ or temporarily remove
from active service, 11 of its
22 cruisers while they are
modernized. The Navy
would reduce from 52 to 32
its purchase of littoral com-
bat ships, which are smaller
vessels designed to operate
closer to shore. 

• The Air Force would
retire its fleet of A-10
``Warthog’‘ tank-killer
planes for an estimated sav-
ings of $3.5 billion over five
years. It also would retire the
venerable U-2 spy plane,
which debuted early in the
Cold War as a stalwart of
U.S. intelligence. 

but additional cuts will be
needed if the sequestration
provisions of the 2011
Budget Control Act take
effect in 2016 and beyond.

As more details dribble
out today and into next
week, it is important to keep
everything in context. True,
the Army will be smaller,
declining from a post-Iraq
high of 566,000 in 2011, to
perhaps as few as 440,000
active-duty troops, about
40,000 fewer than the late
1990s average. But the force
retains enormous capabilities
across a range of contingen-
cies. In the words of the sen-
ior Pentagon official, this
“very significant-sized
Army” is “going to be agile.
It will be capable. It will be
modern. It will be trained.”

That sounds like the kind
of force that Americans want
and expect. Given rapidly
rising personnel costs, and
the great political difficulty
of reining them in, the only
way to achieve actual sav-
ings may be a smaller active-
duty force. That is what Ben
Friedman and I suggested
over three years ago, and
with this latest proposal, we
might actually be heading in
that direction.

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ A
proposal to allow Kansas to
exempt itself from the national
health care overhaul is a seri-
ous attempt to shield the state
from federal requirements and
not merely symbolic, support-
ers said Thursday as the meas-
ure cleared its first significant
legislative hurdle.

The Kansas House Federal
and State Affairs Committee
approved a bill to bring the
state into a compact with others
to ask Congress to give them
control over health care policy
within their borders. The
Republican-dominated com-
mittee's voice vote came after
no debate and sends the meas-
ure to the entire House for
debate, possibly early next
month.

The Republican-dominated
Legislature has shown a strong
antipathy toward the federal
health overhaul championed by
President Barack Obama. Most
GOP officials in Kansas have
said repeatedly that the 2010
law represents an overreach by
the federal government and has
imposed burdensome mandates
that harm the economy.

Some critics of the federal
health overhaul are advocating
an interstate compact because

such an agreement wouldn't
require the president's signature
once Congress approves it. But
most supporters have conceded
that congressional approval of
a compact isn't likely unless
Republicans capture control of
the U.S. Senate in this year's
elections.

AARP's Kansas chapter has
labeled the measure ``frivo-
lous,'' and Democrats contend
it amounts to a public protest
against the president's signature
domestic policy. But Rep. Brett
Hildabrand, a conservative
Shawnee Republican and the
bill's chief advocate in the
House, said as Kansans are
looking for ``any way possible
to get out from underneath
these federal programs.''

``This is far from symbolic,''
he said after the committee's
meeting.

Eight other states have
enacted similar compact laws,
including Missouri and Texas,
according to Competitive
Governance Action, the
Houston-based group advocat-
ing the interstate compact. The
group says on its website that
``consolidated power'' in
Washington is a threat to the
nation.

Kan. Plan For Avoiding

Federal Health Law advances

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel’s new modern army.

Hagel’s Budget Request Will
Cut Military To 1940 Levels

CATO Institute: A Few Steps In 
The Right Direction In Military Spending

Kansas Chamber gives Landoll Corporation the Ad
Astra Award. From left to right: Ivan Crossland,
Crossland Construction; Ben Stein; Don Landoll,
Landoll Corporation; Mike O’Neal, Kansas Chamber.

The 2014 Kansas Chamber

Annual Dinner was another

defining event for the statewide

business advocacy organiza-

tion. Held on February 18, the

event once again drew a strong

attendance by statewide busi-

ness leaders and legislators. 

Landoll Corporation from

Marysville, Kansas, received

the Kansas Chamber’s 2014 Ad

Astra Award, an honor present-

ed to one business each year

that exemplifies both business

and civic excellence within the

state. “Landoll Corporation is a

leader in innovative design,

world class manufacturing, and

marketing of quality products

and services in varies indus-

tries. They continuously share

their success with the commu-

nity and are truly one of

Kansas’ homegrown industries.

We are proud to give the Ad

Astra award to a company of

such a caliber as theirs,” said

Kansas Chamber President and

CEO Mike O’Neal. “The Ad

Astra Award is designed to rec-

ognize a Kansas business for its

Chamber Award 

Goes To Don Landoll 
unique contribution to the eco-

nomic health and welfare of

our state.”

Headlining the Kansas

Chamber’s Annual Dinner as

the keynote speaker was econo-

mist, author, lawyer, and

teacher, Ben Stein.

Congressman Kevin Yoder

served as the master of cere-

monies for the evening.

“The 2014 Annual Dinner

again honored everything the

Kansas Chamber stands for:

free enterprise and a continual

improvement of our great

state’s economic climate for the

benefit of every business and

citizen. I would like to thank

our presenting sponsor, AT&T,

and all of our corporate spon-

sors for their generous support

of the 2014 Annual Dinner. On

behalf of the statewide business

community, the Kansas

Chamber will continue to work

diligently to make our state the

best in the nation in which to do

business,” said O’Neal. 
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Courthouse NewsCourthouse News

The Board of County

Commissioners

Of Riley County, Kansas

The Regular meeting of the

Board of County

Commissioners met at the

Riley County Plaza East

Building February 13, 2014

with the following members

present:  Robert Boyd, Chair;

Ron Wells, Vice Chair; Dave

Lewis, Member; and Rich

Vargo, County Clerk. 

8:30 Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment,

Commission Comments, &

Business Meeting

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/

Director of Administrative

Services; Johnette Shepek,

Budget and Finance Officer;

Laura Monsanto, KMAN;

Monty Wedel, Planning  and

Development Director; and

Leon Hobson, Public Works

Director/County Engineer,

attended.

The Board of County

Commissioners signed a Riley

County Personnel Action Form

for Lisa Daily, for a promotion,

as an Administrative Assistant

II, in the Planning and

Development Department, at a

grade K step 4, at $19.37 per

hour.

Lewis moved to approve a

Flint Hills Regional Transit

Administration Interlocal

Agreement. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to appoint

William Spiegel to the Solid

Waste Management Committee

as a representative of the gener-

al public and “Resolution No.

021314-12, A Resolution

appointing a representative to

the Solid Waste Management

Committee”. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to approve an

Out of State Travel Request for

the Appraiser’s Office for Greg

McHenry to attend the 2014

International Association of

Assessing Officers Conference

and Workshop. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to approve an

amended Plaza Reservation

Request for Sunflower CASA

Project, Inc. for Friday, April 4,

2014 from 12:00 (noon) – 1:00

p.m. for Child Abuse

Prevention and Awareness

Month. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for BJS, Inc. (203-07-2-80-01-

001.02-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $10,035.44. Wells

seconded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Calvin L. Emig and Brice S.

Ebert (204-18-2-60-01-008.00-

0) for tax year 2013. This

results in a decrease in tax dol-

lars of $310.22. Wells second-

ed. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Calvin L. Emig and Brice S.

Ebert (204-18-2-20-45-007.00-

0) for tax year 2013. This

results in a decrease in tax dol-

lars of $478.74. Wells second-

ed. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Michael L. & Anne E. Hill

and Brandon L. and Michele A.

Hoffman (212-10-0-10-03-

006.08-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $380.40. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Michael L. & Anne E. Hill

and Brandon L. and Michele A.

Hoffman (212-10-0-10-03-

006.16-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $380.40. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Michael L. & Anne E. Hill

and Brandon L. and Michele A.

Hoffman (212-10-0-10-03-

006.06-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $380.26. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Michael L. & Anne E. Hill

and Brandon L. and Michele A.

Hoffman (212-10-0-10-03-

007.00-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $380.26. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Poyntz Avenue Properties,

LLC (216-24-0-30-02-008.00-

0) for tax year 2013. This

results in a decrease in tax dol-

lars of $2,586.32. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Collegiate Marketing

Services, Inc. (204-18-2-80-09-

015.00-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $9,186.82. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Collegiate Marketing

Services, Inc. (204-18-2-80-09-

015.00-0) for tax year 2011.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $18,121.02. Wells

seconded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Farmway CO-OP, Inc (125-

15-0-20-01-009.00-0) for tax

year 2013. This results in a

decrease in tax dollars of

$270.90. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Alice Boyle and Robert

Rosenberg (204-18-2-30-14-

012.00-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $65.06. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Richard E. Britt, Jr. and

Angela G. Britt (215-21-0-00-

00-005.00-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $494.60. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Enrique and Barbra M.

Flores (204-19-2-00-00-

006.02-0) for tax year 2013.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $131.86. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Hugo B. Dejesus and

Andrea C. Dejesus-Britt  (204-

19-2-00-00-024.00-0) for tax

year 2013. This results in a

decrease in tax dollars of

$331.26. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Malotutasi Eteuini and

Ravae McDowell Eteuini (211-

02-0-30-08-016.00-0) for tax

year 2013. This results in a

decrease in tax dollars of

$175.78. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to sign the

Real Estate Tax Roll Correction

for Collegiate Marketing

Services, Inc. (204-18-2-80-09-

015.00-0) for tax year 2010.

This results in a decrease in tax

dollars of $8,693.92. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to approve a

Riley County CIP Project

Funding Form for a key card

replacement system in the

amount of $41,428.24 and an

Amendment Form in the

amount of $42,337.58 for the

Public Works Department.

Wells seconded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to approve a

Riley County CIP Project

Funding Form for a backhoe

purchase in the amount of

$108,000.00 for Public Works

Department. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

9:02 Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/ Director of

Administrative Services

Administrative Work

Session

Johnette Shepek, Budget and

Finance Officer; Laura

Monsanto, KMAN; Corene

Brisendine, Manhattan

Mercury; and Leon Hobson,

Public Works Director/County

Engineer, attended.

Holeman said staff will make

a mock Public Building

Commission (PBC) presenta-

tion to the Planning Board

tonight.

Holeman discussed legisla-

tion.

Lewis moved to approve the

minutes of February 10, 2014

as amended. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

9:30 Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/Director of

Administrative Services

Laura Monsanto, KMAN;

Corene Brisendine, Manhattan

Mercury; and Craig Cox,

Assistant County Counselor,

attended.

Holeman presented the

Interlocal Mutual Training

Agreement.

Lewis moved that the agree-

ment be approved in concept

Riley County Commission Minutes
and the Chairman be author-

ized to sign it at a public cere-

mony arranged to accommo-

date Fort Riley and the other

parties. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

9:43 Lyle Butler, Manhattan

Area Chamber of Commerce

Laura Monsanto, KMAN;

Corene Brisendine, Manhattan

Mercury; Trent Armbrust,

Manhattan Area Chamber of

Commerce; Johnette Shepek,

Budget and Finance Officer;

and Craig Cox, Assistant

County Counselor, attended.

Butler presented an econom-

ic development update.

10:00 Brenda Nickel, Health

Department Director

Laura Monsanto, KMAN;

Corene Brisendine, Manhattan

Mercury; Johnette Shepek,

Budget and Finance Officer;

and Craig Cox, Assistant

County Counselor, attended.

Lewis moved to recess as the

Board of Riley County

Commissioners and convene as

the Riley County Board of

Health. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Nickel presented a Health

Department staff report.

Lewis moved to sign a letter

of invitation to serve on the

Riley County Local Public

Health System Assessment

Planning Committee to be sent

to the individuals on the invita-

tion list presented. Wells sec-

onded. Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to adjourn as

the Board of Health and recon-

vene as the Board of Riley

County Commissioners. Wells

seconded. Carried 3-0.

10:30 Budget and Planning

Committee – Johnette Shepek,

Budget and Finance Officer

Laura Monsanto, KMAN;

and Craig Cox, Assistant

County Counselor, attended.

Shepek presented a CIP,

county building, economic

development, and ½ cent sales

tax update.

10:45 Johnette Shepek,

Budget and Finance Officer

Craig Cox, Assistant County

Counselor; Laura Monsanto,

KMAN; and Leon Hobson,

Public Works Director/County

Engineer, attended.

Shepek said on Monday,

February 10, the Commission

requested she gather informa-

tion on long term financing

options to purchase three motor

graders recently bid.

Tim Engle
Agency, Inc.
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Shepek said Option 3 pro-

vides a 32% savings over

Options 1 and 2, which is esti-

mated at $130,000. It is recom-

mended to move forward with

this option. Funding is avail-

able in the Public Works budg-

et for $150,000 motor grader

and the remaining $510,000 out

of the CIP fund. 

Shepek said with funding of

motor graders ($510,000) out

of CIP, there will be approxi-

mately $493,197 remaining in

the CIP fund for future projects.

This allows for the $500,000

reserve as well as funding for

the 2013 projects that were put

“on hold”.  

Lewis moved to authorize

the purchase of three motor

graders from Foley Equipment

in the amount of $660,000 with

the buy back provision of at

least $390,000 after 10 years.

Funding to come out of the CIP

fund with $150,000 to be trans-

ferred from the 2014 Public

Works budget. Wells seconded.

Carried 3-0.

Lewis moved to adjourn

after the Incident Command

System (ICS 402) class. Wells

seconded. Carried 3-0. 

1:30 Incident Command

System (ICS 402) Class 
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By Romina Boccia
Watchdog

Some commentators have
criticized use of the phrase
“blank check” to describe the
recent vote to suspend the debt
limit for more than a year. They
argue that the debt limit sus-
pension merely means that the
Treasury is allowed to borrow
for the purpose of covering
spending Congress already
approved.

That is only part of the story.
Here is why the “blank check”
analogy applies.

A Debt Limit Suspension
Waives the Debt Limit

Contrary to widespread
reporting by the media,
Congress did not actually
increase the debt limit on
February 12. Instead, Congress
rendered the debt limit statute
inoperative, thereby waiving
the debt limit, through March
15, 2015. This means that there
is no debt limit in place to con-
trol borrowing for more than an
entire year.

When the debt limit suspen-
sion ends, the debt limit is auto-
matically increased to reflect
the amount of borrowing that
occurred since the last debt
limit bound the Treasury.
However, because there is no
actual dollar-denominated limit
on the national debt during the
suspension period, taxpayers
will not know for certain just
how much more borrowing
Congress authorized.

The debt limit last bound the
Treasury on February 8, when
the agency reported the new
limit at more than $17.2 tril-

lion. The Bipartisan Policy
Center estimates that, absent
major changes in spending pol-
icy, the debt limit suspension
will result in a $1 trillion
increase in the debt limit on
March 15, 2015.

Why a Suspension Is Like
a Blank Check

If Congress had simply
increased the debt limit by $1
trillion, it would have limited
the Treasury to borrowing an
additional $1 trillion to finance
federal spending. This is simi-
lar to Congress handing the
executive a check for $1 trillion
to be cashed with future taxes.
Otherwise, the Treasury would
be restricted to spending only
the cash it receives from cur-
rent tax revenues. This is
because the Constitution speci-
fies in Article I, Section 8,
Clause 2, that Congress shall
have power “to borrow Money
on the credit of the United
States.”

When Congress suspended
the debt limit through March
15, 2015, it did not limit the
Treasury’s borrowing at all.
The debt limit will not bind the
Treasury until midnight on the
day the suspension expires.
This is like Congress handing
the executive a blank check
with an expiration date. The
blank check authorizes the
Treasury to borrow as much as
needed to finance all govern-
ment spending authorized by
law to occur during the period
of the suspension. With a debt
limit suspension, Congress
effectively abdicates its consti-
tutional power to control the

borrowing of the federal gov-
ernment.
Why the Debt Limit Matters

Many policy analysts argue
that the debt limit is an archaic
construct and that because
Congress authorizes all spend-
ing, it does not make sense to
have a separate limit on bor-
rowing. Ideally, congressional
decisions to spend and borrow
would be aligned. However, the
vast majority of federal spend-
ing was authorized decades ago
and is now growing on autopi-
lot.

Congress authorizes only
about one-third of federal
spending in any given year.
That is the portion of the budg-
et that is discretionary. Two-
thirds of federal spending is
mandatory and goes to finance
long-standing entitlement pro-
grams such as Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid, in
addition to interest on the debt.
These programs were author-
ized many Congresses ago, and
they are the key drivers of
expanding federal spending
and debt.

The Framers of the
Constitution granted the power
to borrow to the legislative
branch, thereby denying it to
the executive branch as an
additional check on public
debt. As Michael W.
McConnell of Stanford Law
School explains:

Article One, Section Eight,
Clause Two allows Congress to
borrow money on the credit of
the United States. It imposes no
limit, but note that granting this
power to the legislative branch

Blank Check: What It Means To Suspend The Debt Limit
denies it to the executive.
Under the unwritten British
Constitution prior to the
Glorious Revolution, the king
could borrow money as a mat-
ter of his own prerogative
authority, which kings fre-
quently did, with disastrous
results.

The British experience in the
century prior to the
Constitution suggested that
parliamentary control over bor-
rowing was a real, substantial,
and effective check on exces-
sive public debt. And so the
framers imitated that. Some
people thought, last summer,
that President Obama should
raise the debt ceiling on his
own authority, which would
have violated this fundamental
constitutional principle. But
Obama is only president of the
United States. He is not King
Charles II.

When past Congresses
authorized Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid, they
did not project their cost sever-
al decades later. Obamacare is a
recent example wherein the
Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) predicted that the law
would reduce the deficit within
one decade of its enactment,
while the Government
Accountability Office predict-
ed that the law would add sev-
eral trillions to the deficit over
a 75-year period.[6] Even if
Congress tried to account for
the cost of program spending
for several generations, fore-
casters are unable to accurately
predict expenditures far into
the future. The CBO can hardly

provide accurate forecasts
merely one year out.

The Debt Limit to Control
Excessive Spending

The debt limit also has
important incentive effects to
control excessive spending by
Congress, which work only
when Congress puts an actual
limit on the debt. If Congress
authorizes $1 trillion in addi-
tional borrowing, the size of the
projected deficit in large part
determines when Congress will
reach this limit. With a debt
limit suspension, Congress can
authorize more spending with-
out having to worry about
reaching the debt limit any
sooner than the date on which
the suspension expires.

A vote to increase the debt
ceiling is a highly public affair
and an opportunity to hold
Congress and the President
accountable for failing to con-
trol spending and waste and for
authorizing money for pork

projects. An actual debt limit
forces Congress and the
President to confront the debt
limit more frequently. The fact
that Congress has not increased
the debt limit by an amount so
large that it would not reach it
for years is testament that con-
stituents pay attention to debt
limit votes and seek to hold
their officials accountable for
excessive borrowing.

The Debt Limit as Action-
Forcing Fiscal Tool

The debt limit allows
Congress to exercise its power
of the purse in making vital
course corrections when con-
fronted with the results of
unsustainable spending deci-
sions. As such, the debt limit
presents a decisive, action-forc-
ing moment for Congress to
take charge of the automatic
spending increases that are
driving the U.S. spending and
debt crisis.

Bus Drivers
The School District is looking for Bus
Drivers to perform Manhattan-Ogden USD
383 Routes. $11.00/hour

Training provided.

All applicants may now apply at
http://alioemployee.usd383.org/ApplicantPo
rtal/search.php or visit Manhattan-Ogden
USD 383, 2031 Poyntz Ave., Manhattan, KS
66502, 785-587-2000. E.O.E.
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By Bob Strawn, 
Mayor emeritus

Annually, the City of

Manhattan and Kansas State

University develop an agree-

ment outlining projects for the

City/University Fund and

financing for those activities.

The agreement is based on rec-

ommendations from the univer-

sity, filtered through the

City/University Special

Projects Fund Committee for

final approval by the City

Commission.  We wonder if it’s

not time to revisit the Fund’s

purpose and process.

The Fund was established in

1994.  Helen Cooper was

mayor.  She tells us that the city

wanted to annex the university,

so the town could count stu-

dents as part of the population,

as well as collect city sales

taxes (and fees) on goods and

services sold at and by the uni-

versity.  

At that time, the university

was paying the city for fire

department services, so there

was an advantage for it to be

part of the city.  But still, the

tradeoff substantially favored

the city.  So to gain its favor,

the city agreed to share the new

tax and fee proceeds with the

university.  And the

City/University Fund was

established.  University streets

maintenance and policing

responsibilities remained with

K-State.

In 1996, the Fund amounted

to $355,000.  Today, it’s over

$600,000, reflecting both

growth and inflation over the

years. 

Cooper also told us that the

intent of the framers was to

spend that money on projects

that benefited both the city and

the university.  In fact the city

ordinance says the Fund shall

be used:  “… to support proj-

ects of mutual benefit to the

City and Kansas State

University.  The determination

of such mutual benefit shall be

at the sole discretion of the

Governing Body of the City.”

That body, of course, being the

city commission.

But there’s a conundrum –

mutual benefit.  For example,

the Fund was recently used to

label 100 specimens of trees on

campus; as well as to map and

print brochures highlighting a

campus tree walk. Tree identifi-

cation signs were installed. The

final step was to develop the

tree walk into an enhanced

phone application that utilized

Google Earth to locate and

identify the trees.  Now, we

have to ask: Where is the city

benefit in that one?

In fact, the city says that of

the almost $8 million spent by

the Fund to date, 55% has ben-

efited the university.  But that’s

not the issue, actually.  The

problem is that the ordinance

plainly says the projects shall

Over Easy...

Bob Strawn

The Conservative Side...

Opinion PageOpinion Page

be “mutually” beneficial.   And

most simply are not.  Most

either favor one party or the

other.  Some are even baffling,

like $50,000 for a Chamber of

Commerce study about build-

ing a visitors’ center at I-70.

What’s up with that?

Anyway, perhaps it’s time

the city commission and uni-

versity think about how best to

amend the ordinance, so that it

reflects the current needs of

both parties because today

most Fund projects are clearly

not in-keeping with the govern-

ing law.    We suggest the best

fix would be to simply split the

Fund 50/50, and let each party

use the money as they see fit –

maybe for some city property

tax relief? 
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Gas 4 Less U-Haul

917 N 3rd St, Manhattan, Ks 66502
(785) 323-0307 - Mon-Sat 9-5

Classic Sour Cream Coffee Cake

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040 2049 Ft. Riley Blvd., Manhattan, KS

Answers On Page 4

Ingredients
Filling 
1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
1/2 cup chopped pecans 
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

Coffee Cake 
3 cups Gold Medal® all-purpose or whole

wheat flour 
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder 
1 1/2 teaspoons baking soda 
3/4 teaspoon salt 
1 1/2 cups granulated sugar 
3/4 cup butter or margarine, softened 
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla 
3 eggs 
1 1/2 cups sour cream 

Light Brown Glaze 
1/4 cup butter 
2 cups powdered sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 to 2 tablespoons milk 

Directions
1 Heat oven to 350ºF. Grease 12-cup fluted tube

cake pan or 10-inch angel food (tube) cake pan. 

2 In small bowl, mix all Filling ingredients; set
aside. 

Adoption   

ADOPTION = LOVE. We

promise your baby a happy,

joyful, secure life. Expenses

paid. Patricia & Manny, 1-888-

449-0803

Adoption   

ANSWER OUR PRAYERS!

Loving married couple wishes

to adopt newborn into a home

filled with happiness, security

and love.  Call for more info 1-

800-492-2011.

Health/Beauty    

PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL

MESH? Did you undergo trans-

vaginal placement of mesh for

pelvic organ prolapse or stress

urinary incontinence between

2005 and present time? If the

mesh caused complications,

you may be entitled to compen-

sations. Call Charles H.

Johnson Law and speak with

female staff members 1-800-

535-5727

Help Wanted

College yearbook seek edito-

rial adviser with digital and

online publishing skills. Work

in Manhattan and lead ener-

getic students. 30 hrs/wk, F/T

benefits. Details: collegian-

media.com.

Help Wanted

Heavy Equipment Operator

Training! Bulldozers,

Backhoes, Excavators. 3 Weeks

Hands On Program. Local Job

Placement Assistance. National

Certifications. GI Bill Benefits

Eligible. 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted

“Partners In Excellence”

OTR Drivers APU Equipped

Pre-Pass EZ-pass passenger

policy. 2012 & Newer equip-

ment. 100% NO touch. Butler

Transport 1-800-528-7825

www.butlertransport.com

Help Wanted/Truck

Driver     

Drivers -  CDL-A. Train and

work for us! Professional,

focused CDL training avail-

able. Choose Company Driver,

Owner Operator, Lease

Operator or Lease Trainer.

(877) 369-7885

www.CentralTruckDrivingJobs

.com

Help Wanted/Truck

Driver     

Exp. Flatbed Drivers:

Regional opportunities now

open with plenty of freight &

great pay! 800-277-0212 or dri-

veforprime.com

Classifieds...

3 In medium bowl, mix flour, baking powder,
baking soda and salt; set aside. In large bowl, beat
granulated sugar, 3/4 cup butter, 1 1/2 teaspoons
vanilla and the eggs with electric mixer on medi-
um speed 2 minutes, scraping bowl occasionally.
Beat in flour mixture alternately with sour cream
on low speed. 

4 Spread 1/3 of the batter (about 2 cups) in pan;
sprinkle with 1/3 of the Filling (about 6 table-
spoons). Repeat twice. 

5 Bake about 1 hour or until toothpick inserted
near center comes out clean. Cool 10 minutes;
remove from pan to wire rack. Cool 10 minutes. 

6 Meanwhile, in 1 1/2-quart saucepan, heat 1/4
cup butter over medium heat until very light
brown; remove from heat. Stir in powdered sugar
and 1 teaspoon vanilla. Stir in milk, 1 tablespoon
at a time, until glaze is smooth and thin enough to
drizzle. Drizzle cake with glaze. 



If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

2049 Ft. Riley Blvd., Manhattan,

2828 Amherst Ave.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441
Fax 785-776-3787

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks. 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494
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Leticia Romero (10) goes up for alay up against West Virginia.

MANHATTAN, Kan. -

Freshman Marcus Foster led

four players in double figures

with a game-high 17 points, as

Kansas State snapped a six-

game road losing streak with a

60-56 win over Texas Tech at

the United Spirit Arena on

Tuesday night.

Freshman Wesley Iwundu

added 12 points, 11 of them

coming in the second half, and

five rebounds for the Wildcats.

Junior Thomas Gipson and sen-

ior Will Spradling each scored

10.

Dejan Kravic led the Red

Raiders with 13 points, six

rebounds and four blocks and

Jordan Tolbert added 10 points

and nine rebounds.

Texas Tech (13-15, 5-10 Big

12) led by as many as nine, 38-

29, with 13:02 to go but the

Wildcats (19-9) responded with

a 25-9 run, including nine con-

secutive to end the run with a

seven-point lead, 54-47 with

4:34 to go.

Iwundu scored the go-ahead

free throw to complete a 3-

point play after a layup with 55

seconds to go to make it 57-56.

Spradling added one free throw

when Tech was forced to foul,

then Iwundu put in a layup with

one second to go after a Red

Raider turnover to close the

win

That three-pointer put

Spradling in the school record

books as the 25th player at

Kansas State (19-9, 9-6 Big 12)

to score 1,000 points. The win

also gives coach Bruce Weber

the best two-year start in

Kansas State history with 46

wins, passing Lon Kruger (45,

1986-90).

Kansas State led for most of

the first half until Kravic sank

two free throws to take a 17-16

lead with 7:06 left in the half.

The Wildcats regained the lead

on a pair of Gipson free throws

to make it 25-24 with 1:05 until

the break, but Dusty Hannahs

hit a jumper with 41 seconds in

the half and the Red Raiders

took a 26-25 lead into the lock-

er room.

The Red Raiders came out of

the break fired up and built the

lead to as many as nine points

on a Kravic layup with 13:02 to

go, but the Wildcats fought

back and took their first lead in

almost fifteen minutes on an

Iwundu dunk with 5:35 to go to

make it 48-47.

That dunk ignited a 9-0

Kansas State run led by Nino

Williams and capped off with a

3-pointer by Spradling to boost

the Wildcats ahead 54-47.

Texas Tech called a timeout

and regained focus with a run

of its own, scoring seven points

in 44 seconds, between 3:33

and 2:49, to tie it 54-54.

A few Red Raiders were on

the floor fighting for a loose

ball that Kansas State recov-

ered and got into the hands of

Iwundu, who maneuvered

around Hannahs for a layup

and a trip to the line. Iwundu

made the shot to take a 57-56

lead with 55 seconds to go.

When Texas Tech was forced

to foul, Spradling made the first

of two free throws to lead 58-

56. The Red Raiders missed an

opportunity to tie or win as a

miscommunication resulted in

Robert Turner turning the ball

over to Foster, which led to an

Iwundu layup.

The Red Raiders out-

rebounded the Wildcats 34-24

K-State Ends Road Skid at Texas Tech, 60-56

Freshman Wesley Iwundu added 12 points, 11 of them coming in the second half, and five rebounds for the
Wildcats. (File  photo by Ben Brake)

MANHATTAN, Kan. -

Double figure scoring from

Ashlynn Knoll and Kindred

Wesemann was not enough for

Kansas State, as the Wildcats

dropped a 61-40 decision to

No. 13/14 West Virginia

Saturday afternoon at

Bramlage Coliseum. Knoll fin-

ished with 13 while Wesemann

had 11.

The Wildcats (10-16, 4-11

Big 12) set the tone early,

knocking down back-to-back

three-pointers to open the game

and grab a 6-0 lead. The

Mountaineers (24-3, 13-2 Big

12) answered back, going on a

major 32-6 run. 

After a free-throw from

Wesemann cut the WVU lead

to 16-12, K-State went cold

from the field and were held

scoreless for nearly seven and a

half minutes. During that time,

the Mountaineers were able to

build a commanding lead. Leti

Romero ended the scoring

drought after hitting her second

three-point shot of the half. The

Wildcats ended the opening

period on a 7-2 run to go into

halftime trailing 34-19.

Romero and Wesemann each

scored six in the half.

Turnovers were problematic

for K-State, as the Wildcats

turned the ball over 11 times in

the half which resulted in 14

WVU points.

K-State came out firing in

the second half, scoring nine

points in the first four minutes.

K-State however was unable to

cut the lead to single digits, as

the Mountaineers maintained

the lead and built its lead to as

many as 25 points. 

Knoll had the hot hand for

the Wildcats, scoring nine of

her 13 points in the second half.

The senior from Canyon, Texas

provided the Wildcats a spark

off the bench. Romero finished

the game with eight points and

a team-high eight rebounds and

four assists.

Poor shooting and turnovers

proved to be the downfall, as

K-State went 13-of-48 (27.1%)

from the field and had 15

turnovers which resulted in 17

West Virginia points.

West Virginia had four play-

ers finish in double-digit scor-

ing figures, led by Christal

Caldwell with 21 points.

K-State Downed By No. 13/14 West Virginia

K-State’s Kindred Wesemann (24) gets stopped and looks for help. (Photos by Tonya

Ricklefs)

and scored 16 second chance

points to the Wildcats four but

didn’t close it out in the final

minute.

Kansas State finishes the

regular season with two of its

last three games at Bramlage

Coliseum beginning on

Saturday against No. 15/17

Iowa State (21-6, 9-6 Big 12) at

6 p.m.  The contest will be tel-

evised nationally on ESPNU.
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