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The Chamber ribbon cutting for ACT4SAFETY

U.S. Senator Harry Reid

Locally veteran owned
ACT4SAFETY announced the
opening of its new office here
in Manhattan, KS.  Company
officials and the Manhattan
Chamber of Commerce met
Thursday evening for a ribbon
cutting and grand opening of
the newly formed company.

ACT4SAFETY is a vision
brought to life by Steven
Milton (CEO) who along with
co-owners John Von Hagen
(CCO) and Brian E. Wells
(CMO) have brought the com-
pany to reality.  The company’s
goal is to get inebriated drivers
off the roads of the Flint Hills
area as well as assist any driv-
ers who cannot drive their vehi-
cles due to any circumstance
(medical, physical, etc).  ACT
which is an acronym for
A l t e r n a t i v e - C o n s u m e r -

Transportation specializes in
driving a person’s vehicle with
them in it while another ACT
driver follows in a follow on
vehicle.  “Let us get you and
your car home safely” is the
company motto.

ACT offers four main servic-
es:

ACT PARTY: Services avail-
able to ensure the transporta-
tion safety of your friends and
guests at your next party, wed-
ding, etc. helping to protect
responsible hosts from liability
incurred when serving alcohol.

ACT SERVICE: Fee based
driver-for-hire service for you
and your vehicle.  ACT drivers
work in teams of two, one to
drive you and your car while
the other driver follows behind.

ACT CHAUFFEUR: A
Chauffeur will be on location

for designated time frames for
an event and “ACT” as a Driver
for Hire Chauffeur for all guest
requests of the event.  The
Chauffeur transports you and
your guests in the comfort of
your own vehicle.

ACT VALLET: For your
event or business needs, rely on
us to establish an immediate
and positive rapport with your
customer/guests.

Fees for the various services
are listed on ACT4Safety’s
website.  Fees are subject to
change.

ACT4SAFETY may be con-
tacted via phone or internet:

785.320.5555/www.ACT4S
AFETY.COM

ACT4SAFETY
1115 Westport Drive, Suite

D3
Manhattan, KS 66502

New Business Opens In Town

School Dist. Numbers Are UP

Boys & Girls Club of
Manhattan announced a gift of
technology today from Cox
Communications. This $11,000
grant will be used to purchase
upgrades to the Cox
Communications Technology
Lab which will supplement
learning and tutoring at the
Boys & Girls Club of
Manhattan 5th Street location.
The technology will be used
year-round at the Club for aca-
demic activities within pro-
grams as well as programs such
as robotics.

The Boys & Girls Club of
Manhattan has a mission to
enable all young people to
reach their full potential as pro-
ductive, caring and responsible
citizens. “By partnering with
Cox Communications, we
know that we will be able to
inspire our members to reach
new heights in learning through

STEM Education (Science,
Technology, Engineering, &
Math),” said Junnae Campbell,
Executive Director of the Boys
& Girls Club of Manhattan. 

“As a national partner with
the Boys & Girls Club, we
understand their mission and
want to help ensure that all
youth receive access to state of
the art technology opportuni-
ties.  We hope this gift will
stimulate new learning at the
Club while introducing pro-
grams such as STEM
Education and Robotics,” said
Marilyn Burrows, Senior Vice
President and General Manager
for Cox Communications
Central Region. 

Since 1994 the Boys & Girls
Club of Manhattan has proven
to be a strong advocate for edu-
cating today’s youth by focus-
ing on three core areas; good
character & citizenship, healthy

lifestyles and academic suc-
cess.  As the Manhattan com-
munity continues to grow, so
has the need for the Club.  Over
the past year, the Boys & Girls
Club of Manhattan served near-
ly 2,000 members.  Nearly
1,000 members attended the
Club 52 times or more in 2012,
the frequency of attendance
important for achieving posi-
tive outcomes.

Cox Communications, Cox
Enterprises’ broadband com-
munications subsidiary, has a
history of connecting technolo-
gy with education. The compa-
ny partners with Connect-
2Compete to offer discounted
Internet service to low-income
families with children, as well
as provides Cox Tech Centers
at Boys & Girls Clubs in its
operating areas. 

Gift To Boys & Girls Club

Editorial 
By Jon A. Brake 

he Riley County

Commission knows what they

are doing. Bob Boyd, Ron

Wells and Dave (Lewis)

Guthals have a lot of power

being the Riley County

Commission but they do have a

few problems when it comes to

money and what other govern-

ment agencies think of them. 

The State of Kansas has a

law that says that the

Commission or City can build

anything up to $300,000 with-

out a vote of the people. But

sometimes that vote gets in the

way of a favorite project. 

Over the past 100 plus years

voters of Manhattan and Riley

County have passed many bond

issues. They passed a $95 mil-

lion building project for the

School District. The passed

building a new swimming pool

and a Zoo building for the City.

If you look around, all of the

City, County and School

District buildings have been

approved by a vote of the peo-

ple. 

But if the Riley County

Commissioners have anything

to say about it, that will change. 

The Commissioners want to

approve a Riley County

Building Commission and then

appoint themselves to that

Commission. That is a lot of

power. They will run Riley

County as the Riley County

Commission and then they will

County Building Commission
have the City of Manhattan,

Riley, Ogden, Leonardville all

coming to them to finance

building so they do not have to

face the voters. They would

also have the Manhattan

School District calling and

every other government agency

that wants something could

come before them on bended

knee and ask for help. That is a

lot of power. 

As it is now, City, County

and School projects are well

thought out and planned before

they ask the votes to approve

the sale of bonds. 

With a Building Commission

only three people would have a

say in the building project. If

you talk to them, they will tell

you that they do not know if

they will do this but they want

to. And, they want it bad. 

Here is a part if the minutes

from the August 1st Free Press:

“Lewis stated a PBC is a tool

the Board could use to finance

building projects.” Yes, it is a

tool to finance building proj-

ects but it can be done without

a vote of the Citizens. 

He went on to say: “Lewis

said counties are currently lim-

ited to $300,000 to build facili-

ties without the vote of the pub-

lic.” This is true, but with a

Building Commission the sky

is the limit. No Vote. Now they

will tell you that the voters can

petition the Building

Commission and a vote of the

people would take place. But,

what they will not tell you is

that the State laws on Building

Commissions give the City and

Counties the right to use Home

Rule and NOT go to a vote of

the people. 

The minutes also shows:

“Lewis discussed the facilities’

needs.” What are the facilities

needs? We don’t know but the

County Commission and the

Department Heads will hold a

meeting Friday September, 6th

in the Landon Room at the

Holiday Inn starting at 8:00

a.m. 

Most people will never

attend a Commission - Staff

meeting but this is one that

needs the attention of citizens.

Any time two or more mem-

bers of the County Commission

attends a meeting it is open to

the public. 

The Commissioners are still

telling people that they are not

hearing from the public on this

subject. It may be time. 

According to the Riley

County Web Site the

Commissioners can be contact-

ed at:  

David L. (Dave Lewis)

Guthals Chairman Cell: (785)

313-0781 Work: (785) 565-

6214   

Robert L. Boyd, Jr. Cell:

(785) 341-6977 Work: (785)

537-6357   

Ron Wells Home: (785) 537-

1001 Work: (785) 565-6213

By Karoun Demirjian
Las Vegas Sun
In just about seven weeks,

people will be able to start buy-
ing Obamacare-approved
insurance plans through the
new health care exchanges.

But already, Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid is predicting
those plans, and the whole sys-
tem of distributing them, will
eventually be moot.

Reid said he thinks the coun-
try has to “work our way past”
insurance-based health care
during a Friday night appear-
ance on Vegas PBS’ program
“Nevada Week in Review.”

“What we’ve done with
Obamacare is have a step in the
right direction, but we’re far
from having something that’s
going to work forever,” Reid
said.

When then asked by panelist
Steve Sebelius whether he
meant ultimately the country
would have to have a health
care system that abandoned
insurance as the means of
accessing it, Reid said: “Yes,
yes. Absolutely, yes.”

The idea of introducing a
single-payer national health
care system to the United
States, or even just a public
option, sent lawmakers into a
tizzy back in 2009, when Reid
was negotiating the health care
bill.

“We had a real good run at
the public option … don’t think
we didn’t have a tremendous
number of people who wanted
a single-payer system,” Reid
said on the PBS program,
recalling how then-Sen. Joe
Lieberman’s opposition to the
idea of a public option made

them abandon the notion and
start from scratch.

Eventually, Reid decided the
public option was unworkable.

“We had to get a majority of
votes,” Reid said. “In fact, we
had to get a little extra in the
Senate, we have to get 60.”

Reid cited the post-WWII
auto industry labor negotiations
that made employer-backed
health insurance the norm,
remarking that “we’ve never
been able to work our way out
of that” before predicting that
Congress would someday end
the insurance-based health care
system.

Reid also had some strong
words for Republican Gov.
Brian Sandoval and Sen. Dean
Heller concerning their ongo-
ing dispute with Energy
Secretary Ernest Moniz over
shipments of low-level nuclear
waste from Oak Ridge, Tenn.,
to Nevada.

Sandoval disputes the exis-

tence of “many memos” that
Moniz said were signed
between state and federal offi-
cials, permitting the import of
the spent fuel rods. Heller has
asked Moniz to clarify the exis-
tence of the memos, which
Moniz first referred to in testi-
mony before the Senate Energy
Committee on July 30.

Reid acknowledged that
Moniz may have been mistaken
about the memos but suggested
that Sandoval and Heller were
“flailing away” with their com-
plaints, before establishing the
facts, which Reid said he “just
do(es)n’t think we have.”

“If there are these memos
flying around then somebody
should be able to find them
someplace, but this is not the
point,” Reid said. “Gov.
Sandoval knows his powers are
limited. This is interstate com-
merce … you can’t just say
‘we’re not going to take it.’ It

Reid Says Obamacare Just A Step

Toward Eventual Singlepayer System

Manhattan USD 383 Preliminary K-12 Non Virtual Enrollment Fall 2013
Total 5,965

Manhattan USD 383 Preliminary K-12 Non Virtual Enrollment Fall 2012
Total 5,827

This is the preliminary enrollment count as of Wednesday morning.  The numbers
will certainly change some as we progress through the next several weeks.  These
numbers are for K-12 enrollment only and do not include preschool, virtual, or Open
Door students.  Students in these programs are still enrolling.



Lupe Molina Gutierrez, 67,

longtime Manhattan, KS and

Deming, NM resident died

Tuesday, July 30th in El Paso,

Texas of natural causes.

Mrs. Molina was born

January 31st, 1946 in Madera,

Chihuahua, Mexico to Rómulo

Armendáriz and Juliana

Armendáriz Salido.

She was married to Ignacio

Montañez in 1966 and later

divorced. She married Neftaly

Molina in 1980 and later

divorced. She married Narciso

Gutierrez in 2010. He survives

of the home.

She was preceded in death

by her parents; a son, Jose Luis

Montañez; two brothers, David

and Noe Armendáriz; a sister,

Lidia Cordova; and a grand-

daughter, Savanna.

Mrs. Molina worked at the

former St Mary’s Hospital as a

housekeeper for nearly 20

years before starting a home

daycare. She had a huge impact

on her young charges and is

remembered as a kind and nur-

turing provider. She had a way

of spreading sunshine every-

where she went whether in her

delicious tamales or by sharing

the strength of her faith. She

was remarkable for her tenaci-

ty, as well as her unwavering

love of family. With her stolid

nature and cheer she was and

will continue to be a positive

influence to many lives.

Survivors include one son,

Ignacio Montañez (Samantha),

Manhattan, KS, Two daughters,

Camelia Kelly (Kevin), El Paso

TX. Rocio Molina (Chad),

Lawrence KS; Four brothers:

Jim Armendáriz (Cheryl),

Manhattan, KS, Francisco

Armendáriz, Bloomington, IN,

Oscar Armendáriz,

Bloomington, IN, and Roice

Armendáriz, Bloomington, IN;

Three sisters: Rebeca Villalta,

Kansas City, MO, Ruth

Battrick (Dan), Marysville, KS,

and Olga Alicia Alvarado,

Deming NM; Eight grandchil-

dren: Adriana, Marissa, Joshua,

Alexus, Lea, Isabella, Kyzer,

and Maya; Two great grand-

children: Marley and Ariel. She

helped raise and educate

numerous nieces and nephews

including Erin, Lara, Job, and

Kelly.

The memorial service will be

held 10:30AM Saturday,

August 17th at The Kingdom

Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,

100 Butterfield Rd. Manhattan,

KS. A burial will follow at

Sunrise Cemetery, Manhattan,

KS.

On-line condolences may be

left for the family at this web-

site by clicking on "Send

Condolences."

Lupe Molina Gutierrez

By Travis Perry
Kansas Watchdog

OSAWATOMIE — During

fiscal year 2011 alone, Kansas

racked up more than $17 mil-

lion in food stamp overpay-

ments, but last year the state

only managed to reclaim about

$1.5 million of it, according to

a state official.

That’s just one of the revela-

tions Kansas Watchdog discov-

ered after investigating the 5.45

percent payment error rate

Kansas’ Supplemental

Nutrition Assistance Program

posted during fiscal year 2012.

The error rate — which

includes both over- and under-

payments — is below the 6 per-

cent federal maximum standard

established in 2008, but still

above the national average of

3.42 percent.

Of the erroneous payments

last year, the vast majority

(4.59 percent) were overpay-

ments, while only 0.85 percent

were underpayments.

Theresa Freed, communica-

tions director for the Kansas

Department for Children and

Families, said many recoveries

of benefit overpayments are

based on actions that have

taken years to produce results.

That means once an erroneous

payment is out the door, there’s

no telling when exactly it might

be coming back.

Nationwide, last year Kansas

ranked 44th of 53 regions — all

states plus the District of

Columbia, Guam and the

Virgin Islands — in terms of

accuracy, according to U.S.

Food and Nutrition Service

data. The only regions to post a

higher rate of payment inaccu-

racy were Arizona,

Connecticut, Missouri,

Nevada, Rhode Island,

Vermont, West Virginia,

Wyoming and Guam.

Freed attributed Kansas’

higher-than-average error rate

to the fact that benefit levels are

adjusted more frequently than

other states, according to the

status of each individual.

“Kansas has opted to ‘act on

all changes,’ which means the

benefits will vary as circum-

stances change, compared to

states that wouldn’t make the

change,” Freed said. “The bot-

tom line is, there’s more room

for error in Kansas because we

do a better job of making sure

clients are only receiving bene-

fits for which they are quali-

fied. If an error is made along

the way, we act quickly to cor-

rect it.  Although this hurts our

accuracy rate, it helps protect

the integrity of the welfare sys-

tem.”

Overpayments To Take Years To Recoup

By Travis Perry
Kansas Watchdog

OSAWATOMIE — Its been

four months since Kansas

Watchdog first reached out to

the U.S. Department of Labor

for an explanation why it hand-

ed out a slew of extra benefits

to former Hostess workers.

That’s four months of mini-

mal updates, two blown com-

pletion estimates and a general

lack of communication on the

part of the federal government.

And that’s after the DOL has

already broken federal

Freedom of Information Act

laws.

In April, Kansas Watchdog

reported on a questionable

decision by the DOL to extend

Trade Adjustment Assistance

benefits to former Hostess

employees following the much-

publicized downfall of the

iconic snack cake manufactur-

er. The matter caught my eye

because, while employees and

executives argued over who

should shoulder the blame for

Hostess going under, the DOL

pointed the finger at something

else entirely: foreign trade.

In all, about 18,000 former

Hostess workers have become

eligible for the government

handout, which is intended to

help retrain, re-employ or relo-

cate individuals who lost their

jobs due to foreign competi-

tion. If only half the former

Hostess employees take advan-

tage of the benefits, the taxpay-

er bill could possibly hit $90

million.

Naturally, I wanted to hear

some justification for this odd

decision. When DOL officials

gave less-than-satisfactory

answers, I decided to go

straight to the source and

requested copies of all docu-

mentation used to support the

move.

DOL management analyst

Aisha Potter assured me in

June that my request was next

in line, with an estimated com-

pletion date of Aug. 1. That

deadline has since come and

Feds Drag Feet On Hostess Worker Benefits Data Request

Wanda Ilene Booz

Williamson, age 96, of

Manhattan, Kansas, died

Wednesday, August 7, 2013, at

Meadowlark Hills-Bramlage

House.

She was born October 1,

1916, at Glen Elder, Mitchell

County, Kansas, the daughter

of Robert Roy and Ella Merle

(Dove) Dudley. She graduated

from high school in Glen Elder,

Kansas where she was class

valedictorian. 

On September 25, 1938, she

married Kenneth Leroy Booz.

They started their married life

in Osborne, Kansas, then

moved to Hutchinson, prior to

settling in Manhattan in 1949.

Kenneth worked in the state

office of ASCS and Wanda

worked at Kansas State

University in the finance office.

In 1954, she started working

for Hunter & Lundberg General

Contractors until her retirement

in 1975.  She was also a won-

derful homemaker.

Memberships included the

Daughters of the American

Colonists and Daughters of the

American Revolution (DAR)

since 1971, Epsilon Sigma

Alpha Sorority, Ladies Elks

Club, former chairman of the

Manhattan Country Club

Ladies Golf Association and

the Leisure World Ladies Golf

Club in Mesa, Arizona.

Wanda was baptized at the

Christian Church in Glen Elder,

Kansas, and was a member of

the First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ) in

Manhattan.

Her first husband, Kenneth,

died of heart failure in 1981 at

the age of 66.  She later married

John Herron Williamson on

September 27, 1992, and they

made their home in Mesa,

Arizona. John would precede

her in death in 2004.   Wanda

moved  back to Manhattan in

2009.

Survivors include her two

children: Dudley Lyndon Booz

and his wife Carmen of

Hutchinson, KS, and Teryl Jean

Booz Limbocker and her hus-

band Bob of Manhattan, KS.

Wanda is also survived by her

four grandchildren: Scott Booz,

Kenya Johnson and her hus-

band Steve, Brooke Porter and

her husband Matt and Aly

Limbocker and five great-

grandchildren: Tegan Booz,

Jonas Johnson, Riley Johnson,

Blake Porter and Brynn Porter. 

In addition to her parents and

both husbands, Wanda was also

preceded in death by her broth-

er Max Robert Dudley in 1993

and his wife Wanda in 2008.

The family will receive

friends at a visitation celebrat-

ing her life from 4:00 until 6:00

p.m. Sunday, August 11, 2013,

at the Meadowlark Hills

Community Room, 2121

Meadowlark Road.

Funeral services were held

11:00 a.m. Monday, August 12,

2913, at the Yorgensen-

Meloan-Londeen Funeral

Chapel with Reverend Ben

Duerfeldt officiating.  Private

interment was in the Sunset

Cemetery. 

Online condolences may be

left for the family through the

funeral home website at

www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

Memorial contributions may

be made to the Meadowlark

Hills Retirement Foundation.

Contributions may be left in

care of the Yorgensen-Meloan-

Londeen Funeral Home, 1616

Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,

Kansas 66502.

Wanda Booz Williamson
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Louise Spain, age 69, of St.

George, died Sunday August

11, 2013 at the Mercy Regional

Health Center in Manhattan.

She was born on February 4,

1944 in Manhattan the daugh-

ter of Virgle and Margaret

(Gros) Spain. She graduated

from Msgr. Luckey High

School in Manhattan in 1962.

Louise worked in the cus-

tomer service department at

Wal-Mart in Manhattan. She

enjoyed horseback riding, cro-

cheting and she loved to go

dancing. Louise was a member

of the St. Luke’s Lutheran

Church in Manhattan.

She is survived by her

daughter, Michelle Banta and

her husband Robbie of St.

George. Also by her sister

Joleen Hickman and her part-

ner Darci Bohnenblust of Riley,

her sister-in-law Susan Spain

and her friend Scott Stone of

Manhattan, three grandchil-

dren: Alisha Banta, Tyler

Banta, and Carl Hodges, and

also numerous nieces,

nephews, and cousins.

She was preceded in death

by her parents, her son Ricky

Hodges, and her brother Jim

Spain.

Funeral services for Louise

was will be held at 10:00 a.m.

Thursday August 15, 2013 at

the St. Luke’s Lutheran

Church, 330 Sunset Avenue in

Manhattan, the Rev. Michael J.

Schmidt officiating. Interment

will follow in the St. George

Cemetery in St. George.

The family will greet friends

during a visitation from 7:00

until 8:30 p.m. Wednesday

August 14, 2013 at the

Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen

Funeral Home.

Memorial contributions in

memory of Louise are suggest-

ed to Camp Hope in Claflin,

Kansas. Contributions may be

left in care of the Yorgensen-

Meloan-Londeen Funeral

Home, 1616 Poyntz Avenue,

Manhattan, Kansas 66502.

Online condolences maybe

left for the family by clicking

on "Send Condolences" on this

page. 

Louise Spain

Join   Tom   for   coffee   and   conversation   on   
issues   facing   the   Kansas   Legislature   

   
Aug.   31   (Sat.)   Bluestem   Bistro   
Sept.   7   (Sat.)   Ray’s Apple   Market   (Anderson)   
   
Time:      9:00 am   to   11:00 am   
   

Paid   for   by   Tom   Phillips   for   State   Representative   
Richard   Hayter,   Treasurer   

                     
               

   
               
                  

   
               

   
                        

         

                     
               

   
               
                  

   
               

   
                        

         

                     
               

   
               
                  

   
               

   
                        

         

                     
               

   
               
                  

   
               

   
                        

         

                     
               

   
               
                  

   
               

   
                        

         

                     
               

   
               
                  

   
               

   
                        

         

                     
               

   
               
                  

   
               

   
                        

         

                     
               

   
               
                  

   
               

   
                        

         

gone, all without a peep from

Potter or anyone else at the

DOL.

It’s one thing to push back

the completion date of a

request because of its size and

scope; if that’s all it is, I can

handle it. I realize I’m request-

ing a lot. But it’s another thing

to break the law and keep me in

the dark about the data I’m try-

ing to get my hands on.



Center Manager position available. Outgoing, enthusiastic

person, who is willing to host seniors by coordinating meals

and file monthly reports.  6.0 hours a day M-F.  Applications

available at the Riley County Senior Services Center, 412

Leavenworth , Manhattan KS.  Questions: Send resume to

NC-FH AAA, 401 Houston St. Manhattan, KS or call 1-800-

432-2703 or 776-9294. EOE/AA
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Help Wanted

By Bob Strawn, 
Mayor emeritus

“The incentive package for
the company includes reim-
bursement of eligible expenses
up to a maximum not to exceed
(the) amount of $500,000.
Prathista will own and install

all equipment required for its
fermentation process.”

Remember Prathista
International, Inc.?  That was
the Indian fertilizer company
the Chamber of Commerce rec-
ommended and the City
Commission approved for eco-
nomic development funding
back in 2011.  The quote comes
from that application. They
intended to use fermentation
processing to produce agricul-
tural chemicals that today are
mostly mined from mother
earth, like phosphate fertilizer.  

Well, the whole thing went
kaput.  The Prathista applica-
tion was withdrawn.  Just why
is unknown.  It died quietly.
No one wants us to know why,
evidently.

Now, if you keep up with
this column, you know that we
have from the beginning
thought the Prathista idea was
nuts, for reasons that we won’t
bore you with today.  But the
Chamber supported by its
media voice, The Manhattan
Mercury, made a strong case
presumably because it was an
economic development idea
generated by Kansas State
University.  And because the
university plays such a major
role at the Chamber - as it
should - it’s hard to say “no”
even to the lamest of ideas.

This is also a case in point
for why economic development
is such a difficult task for gov-
ernment because it is untrained

in matters of commerce.  No
one at city hall involved in the
Prathista application has ever
run a company, made a payroll,
built a factory or marketed a
product.  That’s simply not
staff’s training and, we might
add, seemingly good reason to
rely on the Chamber to sort
through these applications,
although this one was a head-
scratcher. 

Because as a community,
most of you favored the Riley
County Sales Tax last
November, the city’s economic
development fund will be flush
with revenue over the next ten
years.  The 2014 budget calls
for $1.7 million to the fund in
just the first full year.  A third
of the tax is supposed to go
directly to debt reduction
which results in lower property
tax levies.  And to the present
commission’s credit, some of
the money is already targeted at
projects that in the past were
funded solely with property
taxes like a K-18 local match,
the Manhattan Arts Center
grant, and $200,000 for the
area’s comprehensive plan.
But what’s to become of the
rest?

Well, that depends on how
the city commission defines
“economic development.”  The
Chamber and their commission
and city staff allies are going to
want that definition closely tied
to jobs.  After all, Prathista

Over Easy...

Bob Strawn

The Conservative Side...

Opinion PageOpinion Page

promised fifty, right?
However, commonly accepted
economic development defini-
tions speak not to jobs but
rather to an increase in the
community’s standard of liv-
ing.   And if its community
rather companies that’s the tar-

geted benefactor, many proj-
ects that would not have been
considered in the past may
meet with this commission’s
approval.  

So, we give kudos to the
present commission for think-
ing about the community, so

far.  Yes, worthy companies
like CivicPlus and government
institutions like NBAF make
perfect sense because they
clearly offer the promise of lift-
ing the community standard of
living.  But please, stand clear
of false choices like Prathista

which offered nothing more
than a pipe dream.  The com-
munity has given the city mil-
lions-upon-millions in the
name of economic develop-
ment. We should use that
money only for the communi-
ty’s purpose. 



The Board of County

Commissioners

Of Riley County, Kansas

The Regular meeting of the
Board of County Commissio-
ners met at the Riley County
Plaza East Building August 5,
2013 with the following mem-
bers present:  Robert Boyd,
Vice Chair; Ron Wells,
Member; and Rich Vargo,
County Clerk. Dave Lewis,
Chair, was absent.

8:30 Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comment, Commis-

sion Comments, & Business
Meeting

Craig Cox, Assistant County

Counselor; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;
Cindy Volanti, Human
Resource Manager/Deputy
Clerk; Shelly Williams,
Community Corrections
Director; Steve Thurlow,
Farmer; Darrel and Margaret
Davies, Retired Citizens; David
Higgins, Manhattan; Larry
Tawney, Manhattan; Ralph
Wahl, Riley; Curt and VaLynda
Porter, Riley; and Laura
Monsanto, KMAN, attended. 

Davies stated the Noxious
Weed Department is not doing
their job as musk thistle and
bindweed is everywhere in
Riley County. Davies said the

Noxious Weed Department has
the best equipment and the
equipment needs to be used to
control the musk thistle.

Wells asked if the Noxious
Weed Department has authori-
zation to enter private property.

Cox said yes the Noxious
Weed Department has authori-
zation.

Wahl agreed there is a musk
thistle problem in Riley
County.

Thurlow stated he is against
the Public Building Commis-
sion (PBC), because it takes the
right to vote away.

Tawney, Pottawatomie
County resident and USD 378
resident, said he does not want
to give up his right to vote on
issues such as the Riley County
School District bond issue.

Wahl stated USD 378 is
included in three counties.

Boyd said he will attend the
Northeast Kansas Counties
meeting tomorrow in
Leavenworth.

Wells moved to approve an
Out of State Travel Request for
Jeremy Noll to attend the
Certified Facility Locksmith
training in Omaha, Nebraska to
be funded by the Road and
Bridge fund. Wells seconded.
Carried 2-0.

Wells moved to approve a
Renewal of Online Access
Agreement with The
Manhattan Mercury for the
Register of Deeds’ Office.
Boyd seconded. Carried 2-0.

Williams presented the
Contractual Provisions
Attachment to a Memorandum
of Agreement with Diane
Bruce for the Community
Corrections Department.

Wells moved to approve the
Contractual Provisions
Attachment to a Memorandum
of Agreement with Diane
Bruce for the Community

Riley County
Commission Minutes

Corrections Department. Boyd
seconded. Carried 2-0.

The Board discussed the
Transportation Summit
September 5, 2013.

Wells moved to approve the
minutes of August 1, 2013 as
amended. Boyd seconded.
Carried 2-0. 

9:00 Craig Cox, Assistant
County Counselor

Administrative Work
Session

Boyd moved that the County
Commission recess into execu-
tive session on pending litiga-
tion for the purpose of consul-
tation with an attorney for the
County Commission which
would be deemed privileged in
the attorney-client relationship,
an exception to the Kansas
Open Meetings Act, the open
meeting to resume in the
County Commission Chambers
at 9:15 a.m. Wells seconded.
Carried 2-0.

9:15 Boyd moved to go out
of executive session. Wells sec-
onded. Carried 2-0.

No binding action was taken
during the executive session.

9:30 Press Conference
Captain Kurt Moldrup, Riley

County Police Department;
Gina Scroggs, Downtown
Manhattan Director; Leon
Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; and
Dennis Peterson, Noxious
Weed Director, attended. 

Moldrup presented the Riley
County Police Department July
21 – July 27 weekly report.

Moldrup reminded residents
to lockup their vehicles.

Moldrup reminded students
to maintain control of parties. 

Scroggs reported on the
Downtown Manhattan
Streetscape Project. Scroggs
said the rain has caused delays.

Hobson said the asphalt seals
scheduled to begin this week
on Casement Road, Barnes
Road, and Tuttle Cove Road
has been postponed due to the
unpredictable weather this
week.  

Hobson said starting on
Monday, August 12th, a chip
seal is sched

uled to be applied to
Casement and Barnes Roads.
Then on Tuesday, August 13th,
Riley County crews will move
to Tuttle Cove Road and then if
needed, will finish up on
Wednesday, August 14th.
Adverse weather conditions
may cause unexpected delays
or rescheduling.

Hobson said traffic will be
allowed through this project,
but drivers should expect
delays of up to 15 minutes. Be
advised that fresh asphalt oil
will be applied and to take
alternate routes when possible.

Peterson reported the HHW
Collection will be at Howie’s
Saturday, August 10, 2013
from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 (noon). 

10:00 Doug Schmitt,
Assistant Fire Chief

Bid opening for P25 VHF

radios
Craig Cox, Assistant County

Counselor; Dennis Peterson,
Noxious Weed Director; Lacey
Yordy, Office Assistant II;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Maura Wery,
Manhattan Mercury; and Laura
Monsanto, KMAN, attended. 

The Board of County
Commissioners opened the fol-
lowing bids for P25 VHF
radios for the Riley County
Fire District #1:

Company
Mobile

APX6500 P o r t a b l e
APX6500 P o r t a b l e
APX7000 Perifial
Trade In Total Bid

TBS Electronics, Inc.
5225 SW Topeka Blvd.
Topeka, KS  66609

$2,670.40 $2,635.82
$5,711.23$375

$51
$75
$160 $450
Ka-Comm, Inc.
2321 Sky-Vue Lane
Manhattan, KS  66502

$156,780

Boyd moved to refer the bids
to staff for evaluation and rec-
ommendation. Wells seconded.
Carried 2-0.

10:15 Dennis Peterson,
Noxious Weed Director

Bid opening for no-till grass
drill

Craig Cox, Assistant County
Counselor; Lacey Yordy, Office
Assistant II; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;
Maura Wery, Manhattan
Mercury; and Laura Monsanto,
KMAN, attended.

The Board of County
Commissioners opened the fol-
lowing bids for a no-till grass
drill:

Company

Total Bid
KanEquip, Inc.
408 Lincoln Avenue
Wamego, KS  66547

$14,950.00

Wells moved to refer the bids
to staff for evaluation and rec-
ommendation. Boyd seconded.
Carried 2-0.

10:18 Doug Schmitt,
Assistant Fire Chief

Craig Cox, Assistant County
Counselor; Lacey Yordy, Office
Assistant II; Maura Wery,
Manhattan Mercury; and Laura
Monsanto, KMAN, attended.

Schmitt said Greg Riat,
Pottawatomie County Sheriff,
has contacted Riley County
Emergency Management
requesting the use of the
mobile command post vehicle
August 17 – August 26 while
their dispatch center is moved.
The vehicle would be used for
conducting their day-to-day
communications operations
including answering calls and
dispatching officers.  

Schmitt said Emergency
Management received the
mobile command post vehicle
through Homeland Security
grant funds. There should be an
understanding that in the event
Riley County needs it returned
for our own incident, it will be
an expedient coordinated
release. Pottawatomie County
Sheriff Office will staff the
vehicle, replace any commodi-
ties they use, and pay for fuel.

Wells moved to send the
Mobile Command Post to
Pottawatomie County Sheriff
Office for July 30 – August 14
to use during their scheduled
outage. Boyd seconded.
Carried 2-0.

10:19 Wells moved to
adjourn. Boyd seconded.
Carried 2-0.
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By PETE YOST and
PAUL ELIAS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) _
Attorney General Eric Holder
announced a major shift
Monday in federal sentencing
policies, targeting long manda-
tory terms that he said have
flooded the nation’s prisons
with low-level drug offenders
and diverted crime-fighting
dollars that could be far better
spent. 

If Holder’s policies are
implemented aggressively, they
could mark one of the most sig-
nificant changes in the way the
federal criminal justice system
handles drug cases since the
government declared a war on
drugs in the 1980s 

As a first step, Holder has
instructed federal prosecutors
to stop charging many nonvio-
lent drug defendants with
offenses that carry mandatory
minimum sentences. His next
step will be working with a
bipartisan group in Congress to
give judges greater discretion
in sentencing. 

``We will start by fundamen-
tally rethinking the notion of
mandatory minimum sentences
for drug-related crimes,’‘
Holder told the American Bar
Association in San Francisco. 

There are currently more
than 219,000 federal inmates,
and the prisons are operating at
nearly 40 percent above capac-
ity. Holder said the prison pop-
ulation ``has grown at an aston-
ishing rate _ by almost 800 per-
cent’‘ since 1980. Almost half
the inmates are serving time for
drug-related crimes. 

Holder said he also wants to
divert people convicted of low-
level offenses to drug treatment
and community service pro-
grams and expand a prison pro-
gram to allow for release of
some elderly, non-violent
offenders. 

The speech drew widespread
praise, including from some of

the people Holder will need
most _ Democrats and
Republicans on Capitol Hill. 

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., said
he is encouraged by the Obama
administration’s view that
mandatory minimum sentences
for non-violent offenders pro-
mote injustice and do not serve
public safety. Paul and Senate
Judiciary Committee chairman
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., have
introduced legislation to grant
federal judges greater flexibili-
ty in sentencing. Leahy com-
mended Holder for his efforts
on the issue and said his com-
mittee will hold a hearing on
the bill next month. 

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., the
No. 2 Democrat in the Senate,
said he looked forward to
working on the issue with
Holder and senators of both
parties. 

But support was not univer-
sal. House Judiciary
Committee Chairman Bob
Goodlatte, R-Va., said Holder
``cannot unilaterally ignore the
laws or the limits on his execu-
tive powers. While the attorney
general has the ability to use
prosecutorial discretion in indi-
vidual cases, that authority
does not extend to entire cate-
gories of people.’‘ 

Still, the impact of Holder’s
initiative could be significant,
said Marc Mauer, executive
director of the Sentencing
Project, a private group
involved in research and policy
reform of the criminal justice
system. 

African-Americans and
Hispanics probably would ben-
efit the most from a change.
African-Americans account for
about 30 percent of federal
drug convictions each year and
Hispanics account for 40 per-
cent, according to Mauer. 

If state policymakers were to
adopt similar policies, the
impact of changes at the state
level could be even broader.
Currently, about 225,000 state

prisoners are incarcerated for
drug offenses, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Justice
Statistics. One national survey
from 15 years ago by the
Sentencing Project found that
58 percent of state drug offend-
ers had no history of violence
or high-level drug dealing. 

``These proportions on state
prisoners may have shifted
somewhat since that time, but
it’s still likely that a substantial
proportion of state drug offend-
ers fall into that category
today,’‘ said Mauer. 

In a three-page memo to all
94 U.S. Attorneys’ offices
around the country, Holder said
rising prison costs have result-
ed in reduced spending on law
enforcement agents, prosecu-
tors and prevention and inter-
vention programs. 

``These reductions in public
safety spending require us to
make our public safety expen-
ditures smarter and more pro-
ductive,’‘ the memo stated. 

In some cases where a defen-
dant is not an organizer, leader,
manager or supervisor of oth-
ers, ``prosecutors should
decline to pursue charges trig-
gering a mandatory minimum
sentence,’‘ Holder’s memo
stated. 

In his speech to the ABA, the
attorney general said ``we need
to ensure that incarceration is
used to punish, deter and reha-
bilitate _ not merely to convict,
warehouse and forget.’‘ 

Holder said new approaches
_ which he is calling the
``Smart On Crime’‘ initiative _
are the result of a Justice
Department review he
launched early this year. 

The attorney general said
that some issues are best han-
dled at the state or local level
and that he has directed federal
prosecutors across the country
to develop locally tailored
guidelines for determining
when federal charges should be
filed and when they should not. 

He said 17 states have direct-
ed money away from prison
construction and toward pro-
grams and services such as
treatment and supervision that
are designed to reduce the
problem of repeat offenders. 

In Kentucky, legislation has
reserved prison space for the
most serious offenders and
refocused resources on com-
munity supervision. The state,
Holder said, is projected to
reduce its prison population by
more than 3,000 over the next
10 years, saving more than
$400 million. 

Holder Goes After 
Mandatory Drug Sentences

Mid-America Office Supplies
328 Poyntz Ave. • 539-8982

“Discount Prices with Hometown Pride”

Celebrate
WITH

“Touch Of Color”
Tableware

FOR YOUR

Tailgate Party or Elegant Dinner

AVAILABLE DOWNTOWN AGAIN!
(FORMERLY CARRIED BY MR. P’S PARTY OUTLET)

OPEN MON-FRI 8AM - 6PM

• Paper/Plastic Plates (SQUARE OR ROUND)

• 100 Ft. Banquet Rolls (12 Colors)

• Table Covers (ROUND OR RECTANGLE)

• Napkins (BEVERAGE, LUNCHEON & DINNER)

• Paper Placemats (20 Colors)

• Hot & Cold Cups, 16 oz. Beverage Cups
Autumn Pattern & Solid Colors

Rich Jewel Tones & K-State Purple!

WASHINGTON (AP) _ A
look at federal prisons, by the
numbers: 

_Number of federal prison
inmates: 219,000 

_Number of inmates in fed-
eral prisons for drug offenses,
1980: 4,700 

_Number of inmates in fed-
eral prisons for drug offenses,
2010: 97,500 

_Number of federal convic-
tions for drug offenses each
year: 25,000 

_Number of federal drug
convictions each year for
lower-level drug offenses such
as street dealing or delivering:
11,250 

_Percentage of federal
inmates convicted of drug
offenses who are African-
America: 30 percent 

_Percentage of federal
inmates convicted of drug
offenses who are Hispanic: 40
percent 

A Look At Federal Prisons Numbers
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Whenever you are look-
ing for something delicious
to put on the grill, BBQ
pork chops are always a
good choice. This recipe
consists of pork chops that
are brushed with a home-
made BBQ sauce while
being cooked on the grill. If
you are not a fan of pork,
you can easily use chicken

instead—just make sure that
the chicken has reached an
internal temperature of 165
degrees. The BBQ sauce is
both sweet and spicy, it gets
heat from a chopped chipo-
tle chili pepper. Other ingre-
dients that give this BBQ
sauce a good amount of fla-
vor are garlic and Coca
Cola. This dish goes great

served with a cold salad or I
served it with homemade
macaroni and cheese. Enjoy.

Ingredients:
6 boneless pork chops
salt, pepper, paprika, and

garlic powder (to taste)
BBQ sauce-
1 cup ketchup
½ cup apple cider vinegar
1 tablespoon butter
1 shallot (minced)
2 garlic cloves (minced)
2 teaspoons Dijon mus-

tard
6 tablespoons brown

sugar
1 teaspoon paprika
1 canned chipotle pepper

(finely chopped)
¼ cup Coca-cola
salt and pepper (to taste)

Cooking
Instructions:

Step 1: Melt the butter in
a medium sauce-pan over
medium-high heat. Add the
shallot and garlic and cook
for about 2 minutes to sweat
the onion and shallot. Add
the ketchup, brown sugar,
and mustard to the pan. Stir
until the sugar dissolves.
Add cider vinegar, Coca-
cola, paprika, and chipotle
chili. Simmer for about 30
minutes, stirring occasional-
ly. Season with salt and pep-
p e r .
Step 2: Sprinkle the pork
chops on both sides with
salt, pepper, paprika, and
garlic powder to taste. Rub
the spices into the meat.

BBQ Pork Chops Recipe 
Brush each pork chop with
some of the BBQ sauce.
Step 3: Lightly grease the
grill grates of an outdoor
grill. Pre-heat the grill to
medium-high heat. Place the
pork chops onto the grill and

cook for about 6-8 minutes
or until fully cooked (the
internal temperature has
reached 145 degrees) on
each side while flipping the
pork chops and brushing
with the BBQ sauce fre-

quently. Remove the pork
chops from the grill and
allow them to rest for a few
minutes before cutting
them. Discard any leftover
BBQ sauce if there is any.
(Makes 6 Servings)
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

http://www.dremmanhattan.com/

CALL 537-7701

Now Leasing 1-4 Bedrooms

R E A L  E S T A T E M A N A G E M E N T

2828 Amherst Ave.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441
Fax 785-776-3787

Voters Mad About NSA Spying 
By ANNE FLAHERTY 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) _
Charlotte Scot isn’t one to
take things lying down _ like
the time President George W.
Bush was re-elected and she
moved to Canada in protest. 

So when the 66-year-old
artist from Old Lyme, Conn.,
heard that major telecommu-
nications providers have been
turning over data about every
Americans’ phone calls to the
government since 2006, Scot
demanded that her own phone
company tell her what, if any-
thing, it had shared about her. 

She soon received a non-
response from an unnamed
customer service representa-
tive informing her how to opt
out of its marketing program,
which only made Scot angri-
er. 

``Dear Anonymous,’‘ Scot
fired back in an email, ``I
have always opted out of all
advertising emails. ...
However, my question was
not about advertising. It was
about what information
AT&T turns over to the feder-
al government and NSA. I
appreciate an answer to this
question.’‘ 

AT&T eventually respond-
ed with a link to its privacy
policy and a promise that,

while it doesn’t comment on
matters of national security,
``we do comply with the
law.’‘ 

Americans are becoming
increasingly concerned about
government invasion of pri-
vacy while investigating ter-
rorism, and some ordinary
citizens are finding ways to
push back. They are signing
online petitions and threaten-
ing lawsuits. Like Scot, some
are pressing their providers to
be upfront when data is
shared with the government,
which federal law allows as
long as the person isn’t being
investigated under an active
court order. 

The question is whether
these anti-surveillance voters
will be successful in creating
a broader populist movement.
Many lawmakers have
defended the NSA surveil-
lance program _ a program
Congress itself reviewed and
approved in secret. 

And unlike the anti-war
effort that rallied Democrats
during the Bush administra-
tion, and the tea party move-
ment that galvanized conser-
vatives in President Barack
Obama’s first term, govern-
ment surveillance opponents
tend to straddle party lines.
The cause appeals to libertar-

upcoming elections, Goeas
added. ``It’s got to be the total
picture’‘ on national security
that appeals to voters. 

At issue is whether the gov-
ernment overstepped its
bounds when it began collect-
ing and searching the phone
and Internet records of
Americans to gather informa-
tion on suspected terrorists
overseas. A Washington Post-
ABC News poll released late
last month found that
Americans are divided over
whether they support the sur-
veillance programs revealed
earlier this year, but most
Americans _ 57 percent _ still
say it’s more important for
the government to investigate
terrorism than to put privacy
first. 

Like their constituents,
lawmakers too are divided.
Last month, a House proposal
that essentially would have
made the NSA phone collec-
tion program illegal failed in
a 217-205 vote that didn’t fall
along party lines. House
Speaker John Boehner, R-
Ohio, and Democratic leader
Nancy Pelosi of California
were among the 217 who
voted to spare the program. 

In the Senate, a small group
of lawmakers _ namely Sen.

Ron Wyden, D-Ore., Mark
Udall, D-Colo., and Sen.
Rand Paul, R-Ky. _ is taking a
stronger line in favor of civil
liberties. But progress has
been slow, with few co-spon-
sors joining their legislative
proposals to limit NSA spy-
ing powers. Meanwhile, such
influential senators as Dianne
Feinstein, D-Calif., have
defended the program and
said Edward Snowden, who
leaked details of the NSA
programs, is guilty of treason. 

Doug Hattaway, a
W a s h i n g t o n - b a s e d
Democratic strategist, said
the reluctance by most law-
makers to take sides isn’t sur-
prising, considering that most
Americans say they want
both security and privacy. 

``I don’t see Democrats
benefiting from joining forces
with libertarians,’‘ he said.
``If voters are looking for bal-
ance, I wouldn’t hop on the
bandwagon with Rand Paul.’‘ 

ian Republicans who don’t
like big government and pro-
gressive liberals like Scot
who do but favor civil liber-
ties. Together, these voters
would have little in common
otherwise. 

Another complication is
the potential of another ter-
rorist attack. One spectacular
act and public opinion could
flip, much as it did after 9/11,
back to favoring government
surveillance. Politicians
know this, with many of them
opting to blast the Obama
administration for not being
more transparent but most
opposing an end to broad sur-
veillance powers. 

``If in fact something hap-
pens, you’re basically putting
yourself in a position to look
like you didn’t do something
when you should have. And
that’s got to be in the back of
their head,’‘ said Ed Goeas,
president of the Tarrance
Group in Alexandria, Va., a
Republican survey research
and strategy company. 

That leaves voter-activists
like Scot with little to work
with, even with midterm elec-
tions next year that expose
one-third of the Senate and
every member of the House. 

``I don’t believe it’s going
to be a driving issue’‘ in the

2049 Ft. Riley Blvd., Manhattan,

3100 Anderson Ave.

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

ADULTS – Need your
high school diploma?
ENROLL NOW with
OPEN DOOR.  For infor-
mation, call 785.539.5928,
go to www.usd383.org/pro-
grams/opendoor.aspx, or
visit us at 205 S. 4th St.,
Manhattan, KS.   Flexible
h o u r s . O n l i n e
p r o g r a m s . S e l f - p a c e d
instruction.

3995 The
Works

Motorcraft oil and filter change, rotate and inspect four

tires, inspect brake system, test battery, check air and cabin

filters, check belts and hoses. Top off all fluids.

Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra. Expires 60 days

from 8-13-13.

Dick Edwards Ford Lincoln Mercury
7929 E. Highway 24, Manhattan, 785-776-4004

With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

Help Wanted
Addiction Counselor -

Topeka Correctional Facility.
LAC required. Meet drug poli-
cy/security check. Mid 40Õs &
excellent benefits. See:
www.mirrorinc.org Resume:
Janet@jhaynes@mirrorinc.org,
call (785) 559-5044. EOE

Help Wanted
FULLTIME POLICE OFFI-

CER, Council Grove.  KLETC
certified preferred.
Applications to City Hall. P.O.
Box 313, Council Grove, KS
66846, 620-767-5417 Drug,
alcohol prescreening required,
EOE.

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING! Truck
Driving School Instructors.
JOIN CRSTÕs brand new
training school in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa! Relocation assis-
tance provided. Call: 866-397-
7407; email: mknoot@crst.com

Help Wanted
ÒPartners In ExcellenceÓ

OTR Drivers APU Equipped
Pre-Pass EZ-pass passenger
policy. 2012 & Newer equip-
ment. 100% NO touch. Butler
Transport 1-800-528-7825

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: CDL-A. Train and

work for us! Professional,
focused CDL training avail-
able. Choose Company Driver,

Classifieds...
Owner Operator, Lease
Operator or Lease Trainer.
(877) 369-7885
www.CentralTruckingDrivingJ
obs.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
DRIVERS: Transport

America has Dedicated and
Regional openings! Variety of
home time options; good miles
& earnings. Enjoy Transport
AmericaÕs great driver experi-
ence! TAdrivers.com or 866-
204-0648.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Exp. Flatbed Drivers:

Regional opportunities now
open with plenty of freight &
great pay! 800-277-0212 or

primeinc.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Experienced Drivers -

Excellent Regional Runs!
Great Home Time & Benefits!
Up to $.40 Per Mile, Weekly
Pay, & Late Model Equipment.
Arnold Transportation
www.drivearnold.com 888-
742-8056

Misc. 
For Sale Manufactured &

Modular Homes New & Used,
Singles and Doubles. Use your
Land, Cash, or combination of
both for Down Payment.
Special Financing for ALL
Types of Credit!  Habla
Espanol! 866-858-6862

The Manhattan Arts Center
is excited to announce the
Center’s second annual One
Act Play Festival on August
16th and 17th at 7:30pm. Each
evening will include all five
one acts featured in the festival.
The one acts included are by
established, published play-
wrights as well as original
works by local playwrights.

The Manhattan Arts Center
sent out a call for directors in
the Spring of 2013. Directors
sent proposed one acts and
resumes to the Coordinator of
the One Act Play Festival,
Brent Sigman. Sigman stated,
“This year we had 3 original
works put forth by some won-
derful talents.  And the 2 pub-
lished works are wonderfully
funny pieces of theatre.”  This
year’s shows feature a wide

mix of genres from comedy, to
drama, to science fiction, to
satire. 

To start off the festival will
be “Blind Date”, a published
comedy by Samra Siskind,
directed by Randy Rhoten.
Love is blind...or is it? Marcia
is looking for love; Ted taps in.
Will it be a match made in
heaven, or a case of the blind
leading the blind?

Amy Tichy will direct the
play she wrote, H.I.M.   The
play is about Martin, a rather
brilliant scientist, who has cre-
ated H.I.M., a computer system
that can read a person’s mind
and then create a visual projec-
tion of what they need the
most. His program is being
used by therapists to help their
rich patients come to grips with
their lives. However, when the

Manhattan Arts Center Presents...
first average Joe prepares to
use the technology, all the
stress might make Martin need
some therapy of his own.

The third one act performed
for the Festival is another orig-
inal play by local playwright
Eric Spears, Oh Me.  Directed
by BeckiJo Neill, Oh Me is a
twisty love story surrounding a
young man, Clovis, in a small
town hell. Driven by the bottle,
Clovis is finding it hard to
make sense of all his pain.
After a failed attempt to run to
the city for college, he loses his
girlfriend to another man and
his best friend to the Church.
With only whiskey and his dog
on his side, he struggles to get
the girl and the peace of mind.
In this story, you will find love,
pain, and plenty of dark humor
that might just take you to your

own point of self-discovery.
Rachel Braddy will direct

They’re My People Too written
by MAC legend Shel
Edelman.  This original work is
about an outspoken preacher
who has a “come to Satan”
moment and features angels,
God, Greta Garbo, and other
unexpected characters to tell
this wonderfully satirical story.

Finally, Jacob Belden is
directing the published play At
Home by Conrad Bromberg.
The story features a married
couple in their 30s discussing
and debating their marriage.
Belden put an interesting spin
on this story by featuring
Festival Director Brent Sigman
with his actual wife, Katie
Sigman in the 2 roles.
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