
Vol. 21 Number 50 Thursday, June 6, 2013An Award Winning Weekly Newspaper

By Gene Healy

CATO Institute

“Hey, don’t look at me —

I’m just the president!” That’s

the common thread in President

Obama’s response to his recent

scandal eruptions, from IRS

harassment of Tea Partiers to

his Justice Department’s spying

on AP reporters. Like every-

body else, Obama learns about

these things via cable news,

according to press secretary Jay

Carney.

Obama’s flight from respon-

sibility punctured the strato-

sphere in his recent speech on

“the Future of Our Fight

against Terrorism” at the

National Defense University in

D.C. In the speech Obama

seemed to position himself as

the loyal opposition to his own

administration.

He worried that “perpetual

war … will prove self-defeat-

ing, and alter our country in

troubling ways.” Look at the

current situation at

Guantanamo Bay, Citizen

Obama chided, “where we are

force-feeding detainees who

are being held on a hunger

strike … Is this who we are? Is

that something our founders

foresaw?” Obama pronounced

himself “troubled” by the pro-

liferation of drone strikes in an

ever-expanding war and “the

possibility that leak investiga-

tions may chill the investiga-

tive journalism that holds gov-

ernment accountable.”

All valid concerns, compas-

sionately expressed. So how

can we get this guy into the

room when the big decisions

are being made?

Whoever it is that’s been in

The Buck
Stops Where?

charge for the last four-plus

years has waged an unprece-

dented “war on whistleblow-

ers” with a record number of

leak prosecutions. He’s radical-

ly expanded drone strikes and

the theaters in which drones

operate — and his top national

security officials foresee at

least another decade of robot

warfare. The dronings will con-

tinue until morale improves.

As the Brookings

Institution’s Benjamin Wittes

points out, Obama doesn’t need

congressional approval to “get

off of a war footing. He can do

it himself.” Instead, Wittes

writes, the president used the

NDU speech “to rebuke his

own administration for taking

the positions it has — but also

to make sure that it could con-

tinue to do so.” For its sheer,

brazen phoniness, the NDU

speech should be a scandal in

itself. What about the domestic

scandals currently roiling the

administration? Though it

makes me want to break out the

world’s smallest violin, I have

to admit there’s something to

David Axelrod’s lament that

because “the government is so

vast,” it’s become almost

“impossible” to manage. “You

go through these [controver-

sies],” the former Obama con-

siglieri told MSNBC, “because

of this stuff that is impossible

to know if you’re the president

or working in the White House,

and yet you’re responsible for

it and it’s a difficult situation.”

Maybe so: “the sheer size of

federal government creates an

impossible management para-

Flint Hills Christian School
Graduation Class Numbers Six

Saturday, May 18, 2013 Flint

Hills Christian School graduat-

ed six from its halls. The salu-

tatorian, Amber Seymour and

the two valedictorians,

Courtney Cranford and Mary

Harner, all spoke of their time

at FHCS and about what the

future may bring. The class

elected speaker; Mrs. Theresa

Wilson, secondary English and

Language teacher; spoke on

Paul’s letter to Timothy and the

truths it holds for the graduates.

Her four points were: remem-

ber your firm foundation,

remember hard times are nor-

mal, remember your mission,

and remember your great inher-

itance.

The future is open for these

students. Courtney Cranford

plans on attending Emporia

State University. She plans on

majoring in either Business

Management or Secondary

Education. Anna Evans will be

attending Kansas State

University. She is uncertain of

her major at this time. Mary

On Monday, June 10, weath-
er permitting, a local roadway
improvement project will begin
on a two-block portion of
Bluemont Avenue from
Manhattan Avenue east to 11th
Street in Manhattan (Riley
County). Project work includes
grading and surfacing, storm
sewer and traffic signal instal-
lation, and the addition of a
raised median in the center of
Bluemont Avenue. Work will
take place during daylight
hours, Monday through Friday,
with some occasional Saturday

Construction work will begin next Wednesday on Bluemont Ave. from 11th Street to Manhattan Ave.

work.
The Bluemont Avenue

improvement project will be
constructed in phases to allow
for traffic flow through the
area. There will be lane restric-
tions or lane closures on
Bluemont Avenue throughout
the summer months during
construction. Business
entrances on the south side of
Bluemont Avenue will be
affected by this project. These
south side entrances will be
closed or phased for construc-
tion one-half at a time to allow
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Per capita revenues (adjusted
for inflation) in Riley County
decreased 21 percent between
2003 and 2011 to $409.  The
County’s per capita expendi-
tures remained the same at
$432.  

Meanwhile, real per capita
revenues in the average Kansas
county increased 26 percent to
$1,417 and expenditures rose
32 percent to $1,471.

This data comes from
researchers at Kansas State
University who have just
released the newest “Kansas
County Fiscal Conditions &
Trends” report to county com-
missions statewide. 

The 14th in a series, the
report’s customized analyses
detail each county govern-
ment’s budgetary trends from
2003 to 2011.  The data used to
fuel these analyses came from
the counties’ own budget docu-
ments, submitted to the Kansas
Department of Administration
every year.

The report’s main purpose is
to be useful to county elected
officials as they prepare the
budget for the next year.  But, it
can benefit all Kansas citizens,
said economist John
Leatherman, director of the
Office of Local Government, a
K-State Research and
Extension outreach program. 

“It all starts with having
access to basic data,”
Leatherman explained.  “We’re
simply trying to give county
commissioners tools that can
help them monitor their finan-
cial situation. 

“At the same time, though,
the report can provide average
citizens with unbiased, inde-
pendent information about
local government finance.  So,
it can serve as a starting point
for dialogue between elected
officials and their con-
stituents.” 

The report contains the

Report Tracks
County Trends

information for 34 expenditure
categories and 20 revenue cate-
gories for Kansas counties.  By
adjusting this data for inflation
over time, K-State’s local gov-
ernment economists could also
identify and evaluate any
underlying trends.

Even so, Kansans must take
care when attempting to draw
their own conclusions from the
data, warned Rebecca Bishop,
lead author of the report and the
Office of Local Government’s
public finance program direc-
tor.

“You need to look beyond
the numbers to understand the
local situation.  You also need
to consider any part of the
broader context that may be
affecting local finances, such as
the current economic environ-
ment or trends in state aid pro-
grams,” Bishop said.

This augmented approach is
particularly important when
counties are examining major
capital expenditures, she said.
For example, infrequent but
often costly investments might
include a new jail, major road
project or courthouse renova-
tion.

Office of Local Government
staff now are working to devel-
op a similar, targeted financial
trends report for Kansas’ cities.
(Due to a unified county-city
governing structure, some com-
munities within the greater
Kansas City area may be
excluded.)  The staff’s goal is
to distribute a copy of this
cities’ report to each of the
state’s county seats next spring.

Free access to the Riley
County Fiscal Conditions &
Trends report is available
online at the Office of Local
Government’s website:
http://www.ksu-olg.info.  More
information about the Office of
Local Government is also
available online or by calling
785-532-2643.Work To Start On Bluemont

for traffic flow to these busi-
nesses.

Traffic will be directed
through the project work zone
via signage and cones. Drivers
should expect delays during
peak commute times and are
encouraged to use alternate
routes, if possible.

The Kansas Department of
Transportation urges all
motorists to be alert, obey the
warning signs, and “Give ‘Em
a Brake!” when approaching
and driving through the project
work zone.

Emery Sapps &Sons
(Columbus, MO) is the primary
contractor on this improvement
project with a total contract
cost of $984,476. Project work
is scheduled to be completed in
mid-October 2013, weather
permitting.

This project is funded by T-
WORKS, the transportation
program passed by the Kansas
Legislature in May 2010. Find
out more about this and other T-
WORKS projects at:
http://kdotapp.ksdot.org/TWor
ks/.

Harner will be attending

Kansas State University in the

fall. She plans to major in

Elementary Education and

hopes to one day teach first

grade. John Rogers will be

attending Kansas State

University also. He is unsure of

a major, but is leaning towards

either Anthropology or Pre-

Med. Amber Seymour plans to

attend Emporia State

University to study nursing.

After college she hopes to do

mission work with children

overseas. Jacob Shultz . Cheryl

Bieri was a foreign exchange

student at FHCS this year.

While she did not officially

graduate from Flint Hills, she

did participate in the gradua-

tion ceremony. She will return

to her native Netherlands and

plans to major in International

Business and Communication.

Jacob Shultz is uncertain of his

plans, but is considering enlist-

ing in the army.

The 2013 Flint Hills Christian School graduates. From left to right: Jacob Shultz, Anna Evans, Cheryl

Bieri (foreign exchange student, did not graduate from FHCS, but walked with the class), Courtney

Cranford, Mary Harner, Amber Seymour, and John Rogers.

See Buck page 3



NewsNews MANHATTAN FREE PRESS - Thursday, June 6, 2013 22AA

Read all of the  back issues

of the Manhattan Free Press

at:

manhattanfreepress.com

Pamela F. Murphy, age 63, of
Manhattan, Kansas, died
Saturday, June 1, 2013, at the
Mercy Regional Health Center
in Manhattan.

She was born on February
17, 1950, in Manhattan,
Kansas, the daughter of Charles
R. and Barbara J. (Spain)
Quick.  

Pam was a lifetime area resi-
dent where she attended local
schools.  

For many years she worked
as a waitress in local restau-
rants in addition to being a
homemaker.

On October 19, 1986, in
Manhattan, Kansas, she was
united in marriage to Dale W.
Murphy.  He preceded her in
death on August 15, 2004.  She
was also preceded in death by
her parents and by one grand-
son: Austin M. Quick.

She is survived by two sons:
Robert L. Quick and James M.
Britt, both of Manhattan, KS;
and one daughter: Kristina M.
Pixley of Oswego, NY.  Also
surviving are her siblings:
Cookie Mullendore, Wellston,
OK; Deloris Bell, Liberty, MO;
Debi Plummer and Dianne
Plummer, both of Manhattan,
KS; and Jerry Medley, Topeka,
KS.  Nine grandchildren:
George Quick, Ashley
Newbrough, Tyler Quick,
Dylan Quick, Jonny Quick,
Charade Britt, Susie Jimenez,
Robbie Jimenez and Alex

Southworth and four great
grandchildren.  Other survivors
include her immediate nieces
and nephews: J.D. Smith, Sean
Plummer, Shanna Plummer,
Jessica Bell, Michelle Hendrix,
DaNell Schlinke, Paul
Grandstaff and Ricky
Grandstaff and numerous
extended family members and
friends.

She was a member of the
V.F.W. Post 1786 Auxiliary.

Pam was a loving wife,
mother, sister, grandmother,
great grandmother and aunt.
She enjoyed spending time
with her family, especially her
grandchildren and great grand-
children and attending softball
games. 

The family will receive
friends during a visitation from
7:00 until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday,
June 4, 2013, at the Yorgensen-
Meloan-Londeen Funeral
Home.

Funeral services were held
11:00 a.m. Wednesday, June 5,
2013, at the Yorgensen-
Meloan-Londeen Funeral
Chapel with Reverend Joyce
Allen officiating.  Interment
followed in the Valley View
Memorial Gardens Cemetery
east of Manhattan.

On-line condolences may be
left for the family at www.yml-
funeralhome.com.

The family requests that
memorial fund contributions be
made to the funeral home to
help defray the funeral expens-
es. Contributions may be left in
care of the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home, 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
Kansas 66502.  

Pamela F. Murphy

By James Carafano
Heritage Foundation

“We shall fight on the beach-

es, we shall fight on the landing

grounds, we shall fight in the

fields and in the streets, we

shall fight in the hills; we shall

never surrender…”

These were words President

Obama never used during his

speech at the National Defense

University yesterday. Rather,

he said anything but anything

that sounded like Winston

Churchill’s immortal speech

about defiance in the face of the

march of tyranny.

In large part, there was noth-

ing new in the counterterrorism

strategy the President

announced. Flash back to

2011—that was the real turning

point. Before then, Obama real-

ly followed what was called

“Bush-lite,” pretty much the

same tactics as the previous

Administration—just dropping

all the rhetoric.

The war of ideas was com-

pletely banned from the Obama

lexicon. Islamist terrorism

became “violent extremism.”

Terrorism became “senseless

violence.” In 2011, however,

Obama shifted course dramati-

cally. More than dumping the

war of words, the White House

signed off on a new counterter-

rorism strategy that amounted

to running away from Iraq and

Afghanistan as quickly as pos-

sible and limiting the offensive

campaign to whacking top-

level al-Qaeda with drone

strikes.

The new strategy was bound

to fail, fighting the last war

while al-Qaeda evolved into a

global insurgency that has

spread from Pakistan to

Nigeria.

Yet, even as the new fronts in

the war on terrorism sprang up,

the Administration continued to

argue that it was winning. After

Islamist terrorists murdered

Americans and burned a U.S.

consulate to the ground in

Benghazi, the President

claimed he was winning. As

homegrown terrorists kill in

Boston and London, he claims

he is winning. As the Taliban

mocks the U.S. standing down

in Afghanistan, he claims he is

winning.

Rather than admit failure and

change course, faced with criti-

cism here at home, the

President has decided to

declare victory, hoping this will

reenergize support from the

left. In his speech, he promised

to do even less and make the

less more transparent. This will

no doubt please progressives

who were unhappy that Obama

carried over any vestige of the

Bush policies.

While this speech may make

the President more popular

with the progressive caucus, it

amounts to Maginot Line strat-

egy: The U.S. won’t go after

them if they don’t come after

us. If they do come after us—

we will treat them like any

other criminal. If they do get

through—it won’t be our fault;

President Obama Is Tired of Fighting Terrorism
it will be the result of addled

minds and “senseless” vio-

lence. Obama has warped

backed to the Clinton countert-

errorism strategy of the 1990s

without remembering that was

the strategy that led to 9/11.

Obama framed the chal-

lenges we face today as a false

choice between sitting back

and global, endless, borderless

war. In reality, there is much

that the U.S. can to defend

itself: dismantle global terrorist

networks; push back on politi-

cal Islam; and champion free-

dom in the world. There are

options between doing nothing

and invading countries.

President Obama has decided

to ignore them. He is sick of

fighting. Unfortunately,

America’s enemies are not.

Back Issues of the Free Press:
manhattanfreepress.com

RaEtta Louise Wilson, 76, of
Wamego, Kansas, died Sunday,
June 2, 2013, at the Westy
Community Care Home in
Westmoreland.  She was a
long-time resident of the area.

RaEtta was born November
7, 1936, in Wamego, Kansas,
the daughter of Dale and
Juanita Chrest.  She attended
local schools and graduated
from Wamego High School in
1954.  In 1955 she graduated
from Business School in
Topeka. 

RaEtta married Norman
Wolfe in 1955.  They were later
divorced.  She then married
Duane Wilson in 2001.  He sur-
vives at his home.

RaEtta lived in Kansas then
moved to Minnesota for sever-

al years while she raised a fam-
ily, and then moved back to
Kansas.  She held several dif-
ferent positions during that
time. She was a bank teller,
grocery store cashier, school
secretary, secretary of a nutri-
tion store, insurance office and
construction company.  Her
final job was Business
Manager for the Kansas State
University Veterinarian
Hospital in Manhattan.  RaEtta
believed in volunteering and
was active in Camp Fire Girls
and church service. She attend-
ed First Assembly of God
Church in Manhattan and Shilo
Christian Church in Wamego.
She loved music and singing,

gardening and playing Bridge.
However the center of her life

was her relationship with the

Lord and the study of His
Word.  RaEtta served for five
years with the Mobile
Missionary Assistance Program
doing various mission work
across the United States.

RaEtta is also survived by
her daughters, Wendy
Matthews and her husband,
Jim, St. George, Becky Taylor
and her husband, Bruce,
Manhattan; her son, Rodney
Wolfe and his wife, Idalia,
Emporia along with nine
grandchildren.  By marriage,
she is survived by five stepchil-
dren: Mark and Valerie Wilson,
David and Melissa Wilson,
Mike and Stephanie Wilson,
Bill and Christy Ballenger, and
Mister and Debbie Murphy
along with nine grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.

Pamela F. Murphy
She was preceded in death by

her parents and a brother
Richard Chrest.

Graveside funeral services
will be held at 11:00 a.m.,
Thursday, June 6, 2013, at
Louisville Cemetery,
Louisville, Kansas.  Mrs.
Wilson will lie-in-state on
Wednesday from 2:00 p.m.
until 6:00 p.m. at Campanella-
Evans Mortuary in Wamego.
The family suggests memorial

contributions to Meals On
Wheels and those may be sent
in care of the mortuary.  Online
condolences may be made at
www.campanellafuneral.com.

Ronald J. “Cowman”
Powell, 77, of Wamego,
Kansas, formerly of
Hutchinson, Kansas, passed
away Sunday, June 2, 2013, at
his home.  He had been a
Wamego resident since 2008.

Ron was born December 6,
1935, in Hutchinson, the son of
Chester W. and Alma Dunkin
Powell.  He attended local
schools and graduated from
Hutchinson High School.

Ron spent twelve years in the
military, he began in the US
Navy reserves and then he
enlisted into the United States

Air Force.  He was a Tech
Sergeant and was stationed in
Spain.

He married Shirley Burns on
January 7, 1956, in Omaha,
Nebraska.  She survives at their
home.

Ron was a Dairy Herdsman
and owned and operated a dairy
operation near Hutchinson. He
also enjoyed driving his own
race car.  After retiring from
farming, he traveled the Sprint
car racing circuit selling spe-
cialized racing tires, where he
earned his nick name,
“Cowman”.  His dairy farm

also sponsored a car in the
NCRA.  Prior to his dairy farm-
ing, he worked for the
Hutchinson Fire Department.

Ron is also survived by his
four children Ronald J. Powell,
Haven, Charisse M. West and
her husband, Terry, Wamego,
William C. Powell and his
wife, Ann, Kansas City,
Missouri, and Lori A.
Schneider and her husband,
Tom, Cheney; eight grandchil-
dren, Josh, Audrey, Emily,
Elizabeth, Luke, Sam, Jamie
and Brook; and four great-
grandchildren, Jordan, Noah,

Ronald J. “Cowman” Powell
Alissa, and Landyn.  He was
preceded in death by his par-
ents and a sister Dee Ann
Collins.

Memorial services will be
held in Wichita and that infor-
mation is pending. The family
suggests memorial contribu-
tions to the Cancer Center of
Kansas or Kansas Department
of Wildlife and Parks, and
those may be sent in care of
Campanella-Evans Mortuary.
Online condolences may be
made at www.campanellafu-
neral.com.



The first and only Tuttle Creek Spillway release discharged up to 60,000 cfs.

The intake tower was inundated by the lake the equiva-
lence of the height of a six story building.

The stilling basin released 20,000 cfs after the lake dropped below the spillway gates.

1993 was a very wet year at
Tuttle Creek Lake.  Rainfalls of
9.30” in May, 7.21” in June,
16.75” in July, and 6.76” in
August were recorded at the
dam.  Over five inches were
recorded on July 1 alone.

All of this precipitation
resulted in a series of high
water events, culminating in
the record high pool level of
1137.77 feet above sea level on
July 23, 1993.

The year began with a series
of mini-floods.  The lake rose
eleven feet in mid-March, was
brought back down to normal
pool of 1075, jumped up six-
teen feet in early April, again
lowered, then again rose to 26
feet above normal in mid-May.
Normal pool wouldn’t be
reached again until October.

The average annual precipi-
tation at Tuttle Creek Dam is 34
inches.  In 1993,  over 42 inch-
es fell during the five months
from April to August.  The
ground became saturated, and
water was even running off the
tops of hills.  This scenario was
repeated throughout the Blue
River drainage basin.  The
maximum inflow during the
event occurred July 6, when
95,400 cfs was recorded.

Project personnel began 24
hour surveillance of the
embankment on July 10, when
the pool reached elevation
1125.  Tuttle Creek remained in
this critical surveillance mode
until August 5.  This involved
walking the toe and down-
stream slope of the dam twice
daily, and inspecting the stilling
basin, intake tower, spillway,
abutments, crest, and upstream
slope twice daily.  Night
inspections involved visual
checks of the crest, toe, left
abutment, old river channel,
and stilling basin every two
hours.

Tuttle Creek was in an
increased surveillance mode,
when the pool was between
elevations 1098 and 1125, from
May 13 - 28, July 1 - 10, and
August 6 - September 7.

Downstream conditions
were worsening in the Dix

Addition of Manhattan, where
several homes had been con-
structed close to the old river
channel.  Uncontrolled water
was also making for heavy
flows on the Kansas River.  To
prevent additional downstream
flooding, the Corps impounded
water until the lake nearly
reached the top of the spillway
gates, elevation 1136.  On July
20, the emergency spillway
gates were opened for the first
time ever to discharge 10,000
cubic feet per second (cfs) [1
cfs = 450 gallons per minute].
By July 24, the spillway dis-
charges had been increased to
60,000 cfs.  The spillway gates
were held open at this level for
three weeks, until they were
closed on August 9.

The lake swelled from the
normal 13,000 acres to 56,000
acres.  Boating was banned due
to the heavy drift load, and con-
tact recreation was not advised
because of heavy levels of con-
tamination.  It would have been
very difficult to access the lake
in any event, as all parks were
closed when roads became sub-
merged.  Sandbagging opera-
tions took place at various lake
residences which had been
built uncomfortably close to
the high water mark.  Due to
concerns for mid-air collisions
from the high volume of over-
flights, the FAA banned sight-
seeing tours of the damsite.
Likewise, the Kansas Highway
Patrol closed K-13 across the
dam to all unauthorized traffic
to prevent accidents at the spill-
way bridge, where pedestrians,
intent on seeing the historic
spillway discharges, came
close to being hit when they
walked out into traffic.

The raging waters chewed
out 100 feet of the eastern bank
at the mouth of the spillway
channel, plus millions of cubic
yards of underlying rock and
soil from the spillway floor.
The heavy outflows backed
water up over the toe of the
dam, necessitating the evacua-
tion of the River Pond State
Park office.  Power was lost
when power poles toppled into

the broiling water.  
Through it all, the dam

instrumentation was regularly
checked and readings recorded.
The relief well outfall pipes

were covered by six feet of
water, but continued to flow.
Based on detailed analysis of
piezometric levels, the
embankment was judged to be
safe both with respect to slope
stability and uplift (piping) at
the downstream toe.  The
embankment performed as
designed, and no significant
problems were encountered.
Although the spillway channel
experienced significant ero-
sion, the spillway performed as
designed, and the dam and
spillway structure were not
endangered.

The Corps-operated Blue
Rapids levee was manned dur-
ing the high water episode.
Some sand boils formed and
were promptly ringed with
sandbags.  One unexpected
problem resulted from a rup-
tured sewer line, which threat-
ened the health of the workers.
Hepatitis shots were given to
those that desired them.        

Media and public contacts
were intense throughout the
flood, sometimes hampering
communications.  Staff spent
much of their time fielding
inquiries and squelching
rumors.  Extra forces were
brought in from other field
offices not involved in the
flood to assist in the daily dam
inspections and security
patrols.  National Guard units
and officers of  the
Pottawatomie County Sheriff’s
Office manned checkpoints on
the dam to ensure there was no
unauthorized entry when the
highway was officially closed.

When the lake finally reced-
ed, it soon became apparent
that damage to park facilities
and roads was pronounced.
The comfort station in Tuttle
Creek Cove lost its roof, and
several vault toilets there and in
Stockdale Park were total loss-
es.  Even more importantly,
thousands of mature trees all
along the lakeshore were killed

when their root systems and
crowns were inundated.
Virtually all of the trees in
Tuttle Creek Cove Park had to
be removed.  

After three weeks of spill-
way releases, the gates were
finally closed on August 9,
revealing the transformation of
the spillway channel into a
deep canyon land.  The dam
itself performed as expected,
testament to the expertise of the
Corps’ team of planners and
structural and hydraulic engi-
neers.

The Flood Of 1993
Tuttle Creek Dam Will Be 50 This Year

which are higher than market
rate, which is step 5.

Volanti asked the
commission to consider this as
her recommendation the poli-
cies have been followed to
enable the promotion to occur.

Hobson said the job descrip-
tion has been developed for the
Parks Manager position and
McGrath Consulting has classi-
fied this position at a Grade T.
This position can now be filled.
Prior to advertising for quali-
fied applicants, we look inter-
nally for qualified candidates
employed by Riley County.
Hobson said they have a cur-
rent employee who is both
qualified to be a Parks Manager

and is willing to do so.
Hobson said he recommends

Riley County promote Greg
Lund from Parks Supervisor to
Parks Manager. Hobson said he
would further recommend the
Commission waive all require-
ments for internal posting and
advertisement to allow this pro-
motion to occur.

Hobson said Cindy Volanti
has outlined in her Memo the
procedure for establishing the
minimum placement on the
2013 Pay Scale for Mr. Lund.
Hobson said in his opinion, a
Grade T Step 6 is inadequate
when considering the added
responsibilities and the vast

amount of knowledge, experi-
ence and skills Greg Lund pos-
sesses after 35 years with Riley
County.  

Hobson said the responsibil-
ities of this management posi-
tion become more complex
than Greg Lund’s supervisory
position. The Parks Manager
will initiate the planning
required to meet short and long
range goals while continuing to
maintain the high level of stan-
dards the public has come to
expect. Increased demands are
in part due to the fiscal respon-
sibility for budgets, meeting
deadlines and resolving unusu-
al circumstances. Instead of
following the direction of oth-

ers, this position determines the
direction for the Parks
Department.   

Hobson said the Parks
Manager is not eligible for
overtime. Although a 4 year
average for overtime has been
calculated into the proposed
wage, a 4% increase does not
sufficiently compensate for the
added responsibilities. Hobson
said he is recommending pro-
moting Greg Lund to a Grade T
Step 8. This 10% increase pro-
vides an adequate level of com-
pensation for the responsibili-
ties of this position.

Boyd stated he would modi-
fy the request from a step 8 to a
step 7.

Free Press Classifieds...
Adoption
ADOPTION Young, happily

married couple wishing for
newborn. Love, affection, secu-
rity and opportunities await
your baby. Expenses paid.
Please call Jillian / David any-
time 800-571-3763

Health/Beauty
IF YOU USED THE MIRE-

NA IUD between 2001-present
and suffered perforation or
embedment in the uterus
requiring surgical removal, or
had a child born with birth
defects you may be entitled to
compensation. Call Johnson
Law and speak with female
staff members 1-800-535-5727

Help Wanted
Heavy Equipment Operator

Career! 3 Week Hands On
Training School. Bulldozers,
Backhoes, Excavators.

National Certifications.
Lifetime Job Placement
Assistance. VA Benefits
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted
ÒPartners In ExcellenceÓ

OTR Drivers APU Equipped
Pre-Pass EZ-pass passenger
policy. 2012 & Newer equip-
ment. 100% NO touch. Butler
Transport 1-800-528-7825

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: Training, Class A-

CDL. Train and work for us!
Professional and focused train-
ing for your Class A-CDL. You
choose between Company
Driver, Owner Operator, Lease
Operator or Lease Trainer.
(877) 369-7885 www.central-
truckingdrivingjobs.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Exp. Flatbed Drivers:

Regional opportunities now
open with plenty of freight &
great pay! 800-277-0212 or
primeinc.com

Misc.
AIRLINES CAREERS -

Become an Aviation
Maintenance Tech. FAA
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing avail-
able. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of

Maintenance 888-248-7449.

Misc.
ATTEND COLLEGE

ONLINE from Home.
*Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality.
Job placement assistance.
Computer and Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV authorized.
Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

County Minutes _________________from page 5

dox,” Cornell law professor
Cynthia Farina observed in a
2010 article; with 15 Cabinet
departments, over 160 different
federal agencies with regulato-
ry authority, and some two mil-
lion civilian employees in the
executive branch, the idea that
strong presidential leadership
can bring “coherence, rationali-

ty, and accountability to the
vast U.S. regulatory enterprise
is unrealistic, if not completely
implausible.”

Thus, with the IRS
imbroglio, for example, it may
well be the case that (to rework
the old joke from the Reagan
era) the left hand doesn’t know
what the far-left hand is doing.

But surely it’s not too much to
expect the president to keep
tabs on his own attorney gener-
al — one of the four original
Cabinet posts dating to 1789.

Moreover, it’s pretty rich to
hear complaints about the vast
federal bureaucracy from peo-
ple ideologically devoted to
making it vaster still. And it’s

utterly galling to hear the pres-
ident complain, in the NDU
speech, about decisions he per-
sonally made.

President Bush’s “I’m the
Decider” attitude sounded arro-
gant and grating at the time, but
Obama’s denial of responsibili-
ty just might make us grow
nostalgic for it.

Where Does The Buck Stop ___________from page one

That’s The Brakes
Isn’t a shame that if you believe in the
230 some year old U.S. Constitution
some people want to call you “Far
Right”, “Right Winger” or an “Extrem-
ist”.

Jon Brake
Manhattan Free Press 

and The Blue Rapids Free Press

Midwest Appliance Center, Inc.

800 Tuttle Creek, Blvd.
Manhattan, Ks 66502
Hardware - Appliances - 

Sales & Service

10% Off
All Hardware Items

During The 

Month Of June
Reg. Price
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“Conceptual plans …
include basketball courts; vol-
leyball courts; indoor turf space
that could accommodate soc-
cer, football and baseball; an
indoor track; and multipurpose
spaces for wrestling, martial
arts, cheerleading, dance and
yoga.”  Such is the vision of a
local group named the
“Fieldhouse Project” promot-
ing use of Riley County taxes
for an indoor sports complex in
or near Manhattan.

The committee has about
half the money needed to com-
plete a $100,000 fieldhouse
feasibility study.  To wit, Riley
County commissioner Dave
Lewis was recently quoted as
saying he’d chip in ten grand.
We’re fairly confident Dave
wasn’t offering his own
coinage.  Conservative Ron
Wells wasn’t so receptive.  But
fellow conservative Bob Boyd
said he’d be okay, if the com-
mittee raised $60 thousand
before coming back to the
county.  The study will define
the size and scope of the final
project.  But we suspect it will
also address capital and operat-
ing needs which will surely be
linked in some way to long
term taxpayer levies.

Gail Urban, a local finance
whiz, chairs the project’s com-
mittee.  She said survey results
last December showed both a
need and community support

for the overall concept.  Now,
we understand the survey cost
around $20,000.  Half evident-
ly came from a combination of
the Greater Manhattan
Community Foundation, City
of Manhattan, and Riley
County funds, plus $10,000 of
in-kind work by the Manhattan
Convention and Visitors
Bureau. The Bureau is a tax-
payer funded Chamber of
Commerce entity.  

So not surprisingly, most of
what has happened to this point
in time is – yes, once again -
taxpayer monies.  And to that
point, we suspect not much will
change in the future.  This will
most likely be another taxpayer

financed endeavor with ongo-
ing operating costs, not unlike
the Discovery Center but with-
out state aid.  And given the
Visitors Bureau contribution,
we suspect the Chamber itself
has some degree of sympathy
for the proposal.  If true, expect
that reality to be reflected in
both city and county commis-
sion votes going forward.  By
the way, the December survey
drew 2,300 responses, 60% of
which came from Manhattan.
And only 26% (176) outward-

ly supported the idea.
To us, this feels a little like

the aquatics center.  Remember
that 2007 sales tax initiative?  It
fell like shot duck.  Why?

Because it was a vast over-
reach by a limited number of
influential citizens - perhaps
the same 176 - who needed
sales tax approval through ref-
erendum.   They didn’t get it. 

However in this case there
won’t be a community vote.
City and county commissioners
will ultimately make the call.
So speak to them.  Yea or Nah.
For as Winston Churchill put it
– “Too often the strong, silent
man (or woman) is silent only
because he does not know what
to say, and is reputed strong
only because he has remained
silent.”  Don’t be the weak
silent type on this one. ***

(To reach Bob by email -
bobstrawn1@gmail.com)  

Over Easy

By  Neal McCluskey
CATO Institute

It is commonly asserted,
especially by people within
higher education, that the
American Ivory Tower is
strapped for cash and tightfist-
ed taxpayers are to blame.
Taxpayer support for postsec-
ondary education has long been
in decline, this narrative goes,

and has forced schools to con-
tinually raise tuition to make up
for the losses.

Tallying taxpayer-backed
expenditures on higher educa-
tion over the last quarter-centu-
ry, and separately tallying 15
years of taxpayer burdens after
accounting for student loans
being paid back, reveals that
this narrative is inaccurate. No
matter how you slice it, the bur-
den of funding the Ivory Tower
has grown ever heavier on the
backs of taxpaying citizens.
Whether one examines taxpay-
er dollars in total, per enrollee,
per degree, or per tax-paying
citizen, real spending has gone
up.

Unfortunately, financial
costs are only part of the story.
While the evidence is not con-

clusive, it appears that the addi-
tional spending and the addi-
tional students and degrees it
has helped to fund do not ulti-
mately constitute a net societal
gain. Instead, all the coerced,
thirdparty support has likely
produced several damaging,
unintended consequences: cre-
dential inflation, sky-high non-
completion rates, and rampant
tuition inflation. In other
words, the money taken from
taxpayers, in total and on an
individual basis, to “invest” in
higher education has been on
the rise, and it appears to be
hurting both taxpayers individ-
ually and society as a whole.
We have taken money from
people who would have used it
more efficiently than has the
system to which it was given.

How Much Ivory Does This Tower Need?

By Rich Tucker
Heritage Foundation

Washington, D.C., is the
country’s last “company town,”
and the big industry is the fed-
eral government. So it isn’t
received well here when some-
one dares to question the size or
scope of government.

Recently, law professor
Jonathan Turley took to the
pages of The Washington Post
to warn about the growth of the
administrative state. “The
growing dominance of the fed-
eral government over the states
has obscured more fundamen-
tal changes within the federal
government itself,” Turley
wrote. “Our carefully con-
structed system of checks and
balances is being negated by
the rise of a fourth branch, an
administrative state of sprawl-
ing departments and agencies
that govern with increasing
autonomy and decreasing
transparency.”

Predictably, some career
bureaucrats didn’t like Turley’s
message and registered their
protests with letters to the Post.
“If Mr. Turley were to check
the beginning of regulations
published in the Federal
Register, he would see that
these civil servants also have
phone numbers where they can
be reached,” one wrote.
“Agencies like mine go to great
pains to be open about our
efforts and are subject to vigor-
ous scrutiny by Congress and
the courts,” added another.
“They end up knowing just
about everything but our shirt
size. How much more transpar-
ent can we get?”

The complaints miss the
point. Certainly many bureau-
crats are nice people, and cer-
tainly they can be reached by
phone, fax, or e-mail. The
problem isn’t the people in the
government; it’s that those peo-
ple don’t have the constitution-

al authority to be making pub-
lic policy.

As Heritage’s Joe Postell
puts it, there are four major
constitutional problems today:

The administrative state
combines the powers of gov-
ernment in the hands of the
same officials in violation of
the separation of powers princi-
ple.

It is based on unconstitution-
al delegations of legislative
power from Congress to
bureaucrats and administrators.

It violates the principle of
republican government, which
requires that power—especial-
ly legislative power—be
derived from the consent of the
governed, expressed directly or
indirectly through elections.

The administrative process it
follows to adjudicate disputes
is fundamentally opposed to
the protections offered by the
rule of law in the traditional
judicial process.

The Founders gave us a sys-
tem carefully crafted to divide
power, but we’ve allowed
bureaucrats to expand their
reach. “Do we want to be gov-
erned by the rule of law as
hammered out in open legisla-
tive debate, carried on by our
elected representatives, directly
accountable to us? Or do we
wish to be governed by the
expanding rule of regulation,
the rule of administrators who
are most certainly not account-

Bureaucrats Making Public Policy

The Conservative Side...

Bob Strawn

For Rent or Lease
40x84’ Commercial Building
zoned D2. Partly Air condi-

tioned.
Call

785-564-0411

MEMBER FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 

Solutions for YOU! 
Personal and Business Solutions
Online Banking including Online Bill Payment 
Mobile Banking with apps for Android™ and iPhone®

Convenient ATMs 

Westloop | Aggieville | Downtown | Highway 24 | Junction City | 785-587-4000

Now offering online account opening!
ksstatebank.com

3995 The
Works

Motorcraft oil and filter change, rotate and inspect four

tires, inspect brake system, test battery, check air and cabin

filters, check belts and hoses. Top off all fluids.

Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra. Expires 60 days

from 5-1-13.

Dick Edwards Ford Lincoln Mercury
7929 E. Highway 24, Manhattan, 785-776-4004

able to us?” asks Heritage’s
Bob Moffit. “The rule of regu-
lation is the rule of regulators.
But today, the rule of regulators
is arbitrary and unaccountable
government.”

All that regulation comes
with a big price tag. “Annual
regulatory costs increased by
more than $23.5 billion during
President Barack Obama’s
fourth year in office—and by a
total of nearly $70 billion dur-
ing the first term,” write James
Gattuso and Diane Katz in the
latest edition of Heritage’s Red
Tape Rising.

Some of those regulations
may well be helpful, but only
those that result from a consti-
tutional process are fully legiti-
mate. To ensure that they are,
Moffit urges states to push back
against the federal bureaucracy.
“Beyond challenging national
power in the federal courts,
state governors and legislators
should also respond politically
to Washington’s regulatory
excesses,” he writes. “The
Founders indeed expected state
officials to do precisely that in
those instances where the
national intrusions were
‘unwarranted.’”

Americans deserve a govern-
ment that’s strictly limited
along constitutional lines. That
would be sure to generate some
polite but firm letters from
Washington bureaucrats. But it
would be a major step forward
for the rest of us.
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The Board of County
Commissioners

Of Riley County, Kansas

The Regular meeting of the
Board of County
Commissioners met at the
Riley County Plaza East
Building May 30, 2013 with
the following members present:
Dave Lewis, Chair; Robert
Boyd, Vice Chair; Ron Wells,
Member; and Rich Vargo,
County Clerk.

8:30 Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comment,

Commission Comments, &
Business Meeting

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative
Services; Cindy Volanti,
Human Resource Manager/
Deputy Clerk; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;
Maura Wery, Manhattan
Mercury; Gary Rosewicz,
Assistant County Engineer;
Shilo Heger, Tax & Accounting
Supervisor/Deputy Treasurer;
Joan Strickler, League of
Women Voters; Jennifer
Wilson, County Extension
Director; Jordan Crosson,
Extension Summer Intern; and
Laura Monsanto, KMAN,
attended.

Wilson introduced Jordan
Crosson as Extension’s
Summer Intern.

Wilson discussed 4-H
Discovery Days taking place at
KSU.

Wilson presented the Board
cupcakes made by the kids dur-
ing 4-H Discovery Days.

Wells said he had talked with
Pat Weixelman, Pottawatomie
County Commissioner about
traffic congestion on Highway
24. Wells stated Pottawatomie
County has focused on a
Junietta extension to Marlatt
Avenue. Wells suggested the
road tie into Barnes Road,
which would eliminate traffic
congestion in residential areas.

Lewis said he met with
Robert Reece and Gary Yenzer
to discuss future roads. 

Boyd said he attended a USD
378 bond issue public meeting
at Keats yesterday.

Boyd said he attended the
Fort Riley retirement ceremo-
ny.

Boyd discussed the NBAF
groundbreaking.

Boyd said he attended the
KSU Master Plan meeting.

Boyd moved to approve the
bid recommendation for
Winkler Mills Guardrail
replacement project (KDOT
Project No. 87C-0314-01) in
the amount of $291,813.99.
Riley County’s share of this
amount will be approximately
$35,000 and will be paid from
the 2002 sales tax fund. Wells
seconded. Carried 3-0.

Boyd moved to approve
“Resolution No. 053013-36,
Resolution for voiding out-
standing checks issued by
Riley County prior to April 30,
2011. Wells seconded. Carried
3-0.

The Board of County
Commissioners signed a Riley

County Personnel Action Form
for Elizabeth Gassman, an
Administrative Clerk I, in the
Public Works Department, for
Separation from County
Service, effective June 28,
2013.

The Board of County
Commissioners signed Riley
County Position Action Forms
for the following: an
Administrative Clerk, in the
Public Works Department, at a
grade H. an Operations/ Fleet
Manager, in the Public Works
Department, at a grade V.

Boyd moved to approve the
payroll vouchers in the amount
of $289,977.80 and the follow-
ing warrant vouchers for May
31, 2013:

2013 Budget
County General

$516,889.95
Health Department

74,534.79
Teen Court Collected Fund

53.91
Juvenile Intake Case Mgr

733.96
Riley Co Juvenile Service

5,654.18
Motor Vehicle Operations

3,600.72
21st Jud Dist Teen Court

1,691.95
Riley Co Adult Services

8,574.18
Capital Improvements Fund

182,837.48
Emergency 911 6,851.45
Solid Waste 5,872.59
County Building 3,639.62
Road & Bridge Cap Project

178,640.42
RCPD Levy/Op 10,212.32
Resourceful KS Energy Grt

56,934.82
Riley Co Fire Dist #1

31,478.29
University Park W&S

641.24
Hunters Island Water Dist

2,248.46
Carson Sewer Benefit Dist

128.57
Deep Creek Sewer

265.02
Moehlman Bottoms

1,007.83
Valleywood Operations

122.35
Terra Heights Sewer

340.15
Konza Water Operations

5,021.07
Konza Water Cap Reserve

6,740.00

TOTAL. . . . $1,104,715.32

Wells seconded. Carried 3-0.
No action on a Government

Equipment Lease-Purchase
Agreement with Catepillar
Financial Services Corporation
for four motor graders.

Boyd moved to approve the
minutes of May 23, 2013 as
amended. Wells seconded.
Carried 3-0.

9:00 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/ Director of
Administrative Services

Administrative Work
Session

Johnette Shepek, Budget and

Riley County
Commission Minutes

Finance Officer; Maura Wery,
Manhattan Mercury; Joan
Strickler, League of Women
Voters; and Laura Monsanto,
KMAN, attended. 

Holeman reviewed the KAC
legislative update.

9:30 Bob Isaac, Planner
Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/Director of
Administrative Services;
Maura Wery, Manhattan
Mercury; Joan Strickler,
League of Women Voters;
Steve DeHart, Sanitarian; Drew
Brokenicky; and Laura
Monsanto, KMAN, attended.

Isaac presented a request to
rezone two platted lots from
“SF-5” to “R-PUD” and replat
the aforementioned lots into
two lots for Drew Brokenicky. 

Isaac said the Riley County
Planning Board held a public
hearing on May 13, 2013, and
forwarded a recommendation
of approval for the request to
rezone a tract of land from “SF-
5” (Single Family Residential)
to “R-PUD” (Residential
Planned Unit Development).
The Planning Board also
approved the Concurrent Plat
of Schurle Ranch Subdivision
Unit Two. Staff recommends
that the Board of County
Commissioners approve the
request to rezone the subject
property and acknowledge the
approved Final Plat of Schurle
Ranch Subdivision Unit Two,
accepting any easements,
rights-of-way or licenses, as
shown to be dedicated on the
Final Plat.

Boyd moved to approve
“Resolution No. 053013-37,
Resolution amending the zon-
ing map of Riley County con-
cerning the use of certain real
estate located in Wildcat
Township.” Wells seconded.
Carried 3-0.

Boyd moved to approve
“Resolution No. 053013-38, A
Resolution approving the
Schurle Ranch, Unit Two plat
and accepting the street rights
of way, easements, and licenses
as shown to be dedicated on
said plat.” Wells seconded.
Carried 3-0.

9:45 Robbin Cole, Pawnee
Mental Health Services
Director

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative
Services; Maura Wery,
Manhattan Mercury; Joan
Strickler, League of Women
Voters; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; and
Laura Monsanto, KMAN,
attended.

Cole discussed the history of
funding of community mental
health centers. Cole said
Pawnee Mental Health
Services serves ten counties
and has been in existence for 56
years.

Cole discussed the
Governor’s Mental Health
Initiative in addressing how to
treat the most difficult clients.

Cole discussed Medicaid and
Kancare’s impact on the com-
munity mental health system.

10:18 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of
Administrative Services

Cindy Volanti, Human
Resource Manager/Deputy
Clerk; Maura Wery, Manhattan
Mercury; Joan Strickler,
League of Women Voters;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Leon Hobson,
Public Works Director/County
Engineer; and Laura Monsanto,
KMAN, attended.

10:18 Boyd moved that the
Riley County Commission
recess into executive session
pursuant to the non-elected per-
sonnel matters exception to the
Kansas Open Meetings Act in
order to discuss a performance
matter involving a county
employee and to protect the
privacy of the employee, the
open meeting to resume in the
County Commission Chambers
at 10:33 a.m. Wells seconded.
Carried 3-0.

10:32 Boyd moved to go out
of executive session. Wells sec-
onded. Carried 3-0.

No binding action was taken
during the executive session.

10:33 Cindy Volanti, Human
Resource Manager/Deputy
Clerk

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative
Services; Maura Wery,
Manhattan Mercury; Joan
Strickler, League of Women
Voters; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; and
Laura Monsanto, KMAN,
attended.

Volanti said on November
26, 2012, the Board of
Commissioners approved to
proceed with the hiring of a
Public Works Operations/Fleet
Manager and a Parks Manager.
On March 21, 2013, the Board
also approved to have the two
positions classified by
McGrath Consulting for appro-
priate placement onto our pay
system.

Volanti said classification
has been completed and the
recommendations for the place-
ments are as follows:

Parks Manager
Grade T 

Operations/Fleet Manager
Grade V

Volanti said during the pre-
sentations of the positions and
discussions involving the Parks
Manager, it has been stated the
possible promotion of an exist-
ing Parks Department employ-
ee.  This is the recommendation
of the Public Works Director,
Leon Hobson, to consider Greg
Lund, Parks Supervisor, as the
Parks Manager.

Volanti said the Riley
County Personnel Policies and
Guidelines state the two below
policies:

C-2 Hiring Procedures for
All Departments 

To fill an open position that

has been included in a depart-
ment’s annual budget, the
Human Resource Manager
shall complete, sign, and sub-
mit to the hiring department
head a Position Action Form.
The Position Action Form shall
then be submitted to the Board
of County Commissioners for
approval. All open positions
shall be posted internally as
well as advertised in a manner
that reaches a diverse portion
of the population, unless
unforeseen circumstances exist
and the Department Head
obtains advance approval from
the Board of County
Commissioners. If the Board of
County Commissioners agrees
with a Department Head that a
qualified candidate employed
by Riley County is willing to
transfer to or be promoted to
the open position, the Board
may approve such transfer or
promotion and waive all
requirements for internal post-
ing and advertisement. Upon
making a hiring decision, the
Human Resource Manager
shall complete, sign, and sub-
mit to the hiring Department
Head the Personnel Action
Form for the successful appli-
cant. The Personnel Action
Form shall then be presented to
the Board of County
Commissioners for approval.

D-4 Promotions 
Internal employees promot-

ed to a higher position will
move to step 1 of the new pay
grade or the step closest to their
current salary in the new salary
range, with a minimum of a 3%
increase. Individuals who are
promoted mid-year may have
the January 1st schedule/step
increase held until completion
of the 6 month initial employ-
ment period.

Volanti said with the promo-
tion being considered, Leon
Hobson, Public Works
Director, would like to waive
the requirements for advertis-
ing the position, as stated in the
above policy, C-2.

Volanti said placement of the
perspective employee has been
followed per the policy listed
as D-4 above. With the direc-
tion of the consultant, a four
year average of overtime
earned has been applied into
the consideration of the pro-
moted step placement. The
minimum grade-step placement
of 3% for the remainder of
2013 is at Grade T Step 6. If
this promotion is approved
prior to July 1, the employee
will be eligible for a step
increase at the beginning of the
2014 payroll year.

Volanti said Leon Hobson
has indicated to her that he will
have additional comments and
recommendations for the step
placement of Greg Lund. As
with any hiring or promotion,
the department head will need
Board of Commissioners
approval of any placements in
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Manhattan - 785-320-7295
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info@blueribbon-cc.com

www.blueribbon-cc.com
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tremendous club. Their pitch-
ing is phenomenal. When we
got down 3-0 in the first inning,
you get concerned about
whether you can get back into it
and if you can continue to hold
them at three runs, because it
felt like if they would have got
five or six, it would have been
difficult to come back against
that club. I should have learned
by now, after 61 or 62 games,
to never count these guys out,
ever. They have done a tremen-
dous job all year to just contin-
ue playing their game and do
what they do.”

Williams entered the game in
the seventh inning and retired
the Razorbacks in order. After
the right-hander walked a bat-
ter to begin the eighth, Matthys
entered for a school-record
32nd appearance this season
and tossed two scoreless
frames. The final out came on a
line drive to Witt in left field,
and the Wildcats celebrated
their first regional champi-
onship behind the mound.

“We have been in this situa-
tion before and I knew that if I
put up four zeroes, that would
give our guys that chance,”
Esquivel said. “Our offense
prides itself on never giving in,
and they did not do that today.
They just came through. I gave
us a chance, handed the ball off
to Nate (Williams) and he did a
very good job in the seventh
inning and then Jake (Matthys)
finished it off.”

Esquivel, who earned a spot
on the all-regional team, earned
the win in his second-straight
appearance after tossing 4.1
innings with a walk and a
strikeout. The Chicago, Ill.,
product threw 35 of his 49
pitches for strikes and he threw
a first-pitch strike to 12 of the
14 batters he faced.

Matthys, the Big 12
Freshman of the Year, allowed
two hits and struck out a batter
in two scoreless frames, record-
ed his ninth save of the year to
tie for fifth in school history.

The Wildcats were led offen-
sively by Shane Conlon, who
went 2-for-4. Arkansas’ Joe
Serrano was the only other
player in the game with multi-
ple hits by going 2-for-5.

Esquivel was joined on the
all-regional team by Blair
DeBord (catcher), Conlon (first
base), Kivett (second base),
Witt (outfield) and King (out-
field). Kivett, who went 6-for-
12 with two homers and five
RBI, was named the Manhattan
Regional’s most valuable play-
er.   

KSU Sports Information
MANHATTAN, Kan. –

Kansas State’s bullpen team of
Gerardo Esquivel, Nate
Williams and Jake Matthys
tossed 7.1 scoreless innings and
the Wildcats scored two sev-
enth-inning runs on wild pitch-
es to advance to their first
Super Regional with a 4-3 vic-
tory over Arkansas Sunday
night in the championship
game of the 2013 NCAA
Manhattan Regional at Tointon
Family Stadium.

The Wildcats, who won their
school-record 44th game and
enter the NCAA round of 16
with a 44-17 record, travel to
Corvallis, Ore., to take on
Oregon State in the best 2-of-3
Super Regional for the right to
advance to the 2013 College
World Series. The Razorbacks,
who went to the College World
Series last season, ended their
year at 39-22.

K-State found itself in a 3-0
hole in the bottom of the first
after Arkansas left fielder Brian
Anderson stroked a two-RBI
single and Matt Vinson fol-
lowed with a two-out RBI hit
through the right side of the
infield.

Arkansas loaded the bases
with two outs in the second
inning, but Esquivel came out
of the bullpen in place of starter
Blake McFadden to induce an
inning-ending pop out. The ball
caught by shortstop Austin
Fisher began a streak for
Esquivel of retiring 13 of the 14
batters he faced, including one
by strikeout.

Kansas State rewarded the
junior right-hander for his
effort and completed a come-
back in the seventh inning
when Ross Kivett and Tanner
Witt led off with walks against
Michael Gunn (1-1).
Reliever Jalen Beeks came on
and, after a sacrfice bunt
moved Kivett and Witt into
scoring position, Arkansas
elected to intentionally walk
Jared King. However, on his
second pitch, Beeks bounced a
ball over the plate and to the
backstop, allowing Kivett to
score the tying run.

With Witt now at third and
the strategy of an intentional
walk no longer in play,
Beeks uncorked another wild
pitch at King’s feet on a 3-1
count bringing Witt home
with the go-ahead run.

“It was a great ballgame – I
really do not know what to
say,” head coach Brad Hill said.
“It was a great ballgame.
Obviously, Arkansas has a

Pitcher #23 Blake McFadden starts the game on Sunday against Arkansas Razorbacks. (Photos by Ben Brake)

Kansas State’s #7 Ross Kivett slides in safe to tie the game against the Razorbacks after a wild pitch.

Kansas State’s #6 Jon Davis hits the ball past Razorback second-baseman Dominic
Ficociello during Sunday's game.

The Wildcat’s Shane Conlon #15 slides in safely to second base during the game
against Bryant.

Wildcats Headed To NCAA Super Regional
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