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By City Staff
2012 will be remembered

as the opening year for the
Flint Hills Discovery Center.
And, of course, it has been a
year of important first steps
and first achievements. But
the story of the Flint Hills
Discovery Center started
many years ago, and has
been intimately tied to the
revitalization of Manhattan’s
historic downtown core. As a
major public project, the cre-
ation of the FHDC marks a
certain maturing of
Manhattan by its celebration
of its place in the Flint Hills,
and also symbolizes
Manhattan’s embrace of its
leadership role within the
Flint Hills region. This is a
local, regional, state and
national effort. 

2012 also marks the start
of the Flint Hills Discovery
Center as a professionally
operated science and history
learning center devoted to
educating and inspiring all
visitors to learn about,
explore and care for the frag-
ile eco-region of the Flint
Hills of Kansas and the
Osage Hills of northern
Oklahoma. But there is an
earlier phase that came to
completion with the opening
of the FHDC: that period of
volunteer leadership and par-
ticipation through the work
of the Attractions
Committee, the Technical
Committee and the Steering
Committee; when dozens of
experts volunteered their
time and knowledge to build
the strong underpinnings of
the purpose and content of
the FHDC. These people are
all permanently acknowl-
edged on the Wall of 2 

Honor inside the build-
ing’s lobby. They were

joined by a team of talented and
enormously creative consult-
ants. Under the very capable
guidance of the City Manager’s
Office, these people are the real
heroes of this project. 

Building Construction 
M c C o w n G o r d o n

Construction of Kansas City
completed construction of the
Flint Hills Discovery Center
and its associated Blue Earth
Plaza, streets and parking on
March 15, 2012. This put the
project completed on schedule
and under budget. Due to the
aggressive buyout of the con-
struction, several significant
upgrades were included in the
final project. These were the
finish out of the 2,100 s.f. tem-
porary exhibits gallery, the 3rd
floor Blue Earth meeting room,
the terrazzo floor on the 1st
floor and over $300,000 of
building-related permanent
exhibit infra-structure. 

Since occupied, the building
has been performing extremely

well. Energy efficiency
appears to be more effective
than originally estimated.
We are currently under budg-
et on utilities (though the
mild winter is also a factor).
The final paperwork related
to the U.S. Green Building
Council’s Leadership in
Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) certification
has been submitted by the
project team and the build-
ing’s LEED certification is
forthcoming. All indications
point to a final Gold rating
(the next to highest efficien-
cy rating). Once awarded,
the Flint Hills Discovery
Center will be the second
LEED certified building in
Manhattan (the other is
KSU’s Leadership Studies
Center) and the first public
building in Manhattan, and
one of only a handful in the
State of Kansas.

Annual Report Given 
On The Discovery Center

By Travis Perry 
Kansas Watchdog

TOPEKA — Andrew
Campanella, his voice drowned
in the rumble of a passing
freight train, paused as he
addressed a crowd of parents,
educators and concerned
Kansans at the Great Overland
Station on Monday.

It was fitting, in a way. Much
like the locomotive, says
Campanella, the drive to
reform education in the United
States is building steam and
making noise.

The luncheon was the third
of 14 stops on a cross-country
whistle-stop tour celebrating
National School Choice Week,
Jan. 27 through Feb. 2.
Campanella, president of
National School Choice Week,
said the observance is about
more than advocating greater
educational flexibility; it’s
about the future of the country.

“Parents, not bureaucrats,
know their children best,”
Campanella said to a support-
ive crowd. “We can go to so
many dealerships and buy
whatever car we want, but in
Kansas we can’t choose what
school our kids go to.”

Advocates for education
reform, including parents,
teachers and school administra-
tors, spoke at the event, calling
for change — not only in the

Sunflower state but also across
the country. Whether it’s a tra-
ditional public school, public
charter school, private school
or online learning — to name a
few options — supporters say
more needs to be done to help
tailor educational opportunities
to every child, rather than sim-
ply maintaining the status quo.

“It is clear that education is
not a one-size-fits-all for par-
ents, students or teachers,” said
Gary Sigle, executive director
of the Kansas Association of
American Educators, which
bills itself as the “non-union
choice for Kansas teachers.”

Choice breeds competition,
said Sigle, which will lead to
the best educational options for
Kansas students. Melinda
Bingham said she has seen this
firsthand.

Bingham works as a part-
time social worker in a tradi-
tional public school, and her
husband teaches language arts
at a Lawrence middle school.
As such, she said, the pair has
first-hand knowledge of the
“brick-and-mortar” educational
options around them.

“In my household we under-
stand the challenges going on
in the ‘normal’ school settings,
and we realized when our old-
est was in kindergarten that we

needed to look at other
options,” Bingham said. Her
oldest son was diagnosed with
ADHD, her second son with
autism.

While she didn’t disparage
public school offerings,
Bingham said, that wasn’t the
best fit for her four children.
Three of them are  enrolled in
Lawrence Virtual School and,
she said, flourishing.

“It’s just a really neat match
for my family,” Bingham said.
“I get more individual support
than I ever could have had in a
regular brick-and-mortar build-
ing.”

Among the methods for
allowing greater choice is the
concept of school vouchers,
which would tie educational
funding to the student, not the
school district. As such, parents
could use the voucher to fund
their child’s enrollment in
whatever school they choose,
rather than the one in their zip
code. While advocates say it’s
necessary for real progress, the
idea has drawn fire because the
vouchers could be used to fund
private, religious schools, as
well.

Campanella said the move-
ment isn’t going away.

“Without empowering par-
ents, this country cannot
achieve the prosperity that
we’re destined for.”

School Choice Advocates
Hold Meeting Across State

By Travis Perry
Kansas Watchdog

TOPEKA — State Sen. Greg
Smith is an educator to the
core.

A union man he is not.
After a 20-year career in law

enforcement, Smith signed on
to teach at Shawnee Mission
West High School in Overland
Park. His father taught at the
school for nearly four decades,
and all five of his children have
attended there.

Smith, a Republican from
District 21, spoke Wednesday
to a House Committee on
Commerce, Labor and
Economic Development, and
he made it abundantly clear he
harbors no animosity toward
educators.

It’s their union representa-
tion he can’t stand.

Smith was just one of a
parade of people to either
skewer or support HB 2023,
which would prevent public-
sector unions like the Kansas
National Education Association
from taking voluntary deduc-
tions from employee paychecks
to fund lobbying initiatives.

What many characterize as
voluntary, Smith said, is often
anything but.

“Teachers face intense pres-
sure to join the union,” Smith
said, describing his experience
as a new teacher six years ago.

Smith said he asked many of
his colleagues to speak in favor
of the bill.

“When asked if they would
come and relate their story
about the union, the first ques-
tion was, ‘Would any union
representatives be present?’”

he said. “When they found out
they most likely would be,
every one of them declined to
testify because they did not
want to be targeted by union
members at work. That is a tes-
tament to the power of the
union in a right-to-work state.”

Smith and other bill support-
ers decried union tactics they
perceive as deceptive and bul-
lying. Opponents of the meas-
ure fired back, calling such
accusations baseless and dis-
torted.

“No teacher is ever forced to
join KNEA,” said Anna Moon
Bradley, a teacher at Marais des
Cygnes Valley High School in
Melvern. “We are well-educat-
ed, professional adults. There is
no arm twisting, there is no
coercion.

“Denying teachers the right
to the payroll deduction is sim-
ply not fair. It denies us the
freedom to decide how our
paychecks are spent, and denies
us our freedom of speech,”
Moon Bradley said. “This bill
is mean-spirited, it’s unfair, and
it runs counter to our values.”

Heated testimony on both
sides filled the old Supreme
Court chamber at the Capitol
building for the better part of
90 minutes, as the hearing
stretched committee time con-
straints.

Eric Stafford, senior director
of Government Affairs for the
Kansas Chamber of
Commerce, scoffed at the
notion that public unions fol-
low state regulations requiring
political contributions to be
kept separate from member
dues.

“I have a hard time believing
teachers give roughly $300,000
per year in political contribu-
tions” Stafford said. “The
biggest problem is that the gov-
ernment is involved in the
deduction of these dollars from
the beginning. The government
shouldn’t write the check.”

In addition to union dues and
political contributions, oppo-
nents pointed to other deduc-
tion options for employees,
including donations to the
United Way or bank loan pay-
ments. Former District 53 Rep.
Ann Mah didn’t mince words
in testifying against the bill.

“If this had anything to do
with protecting employees or
protecting their paychecks,
you’d also stop corporate pay-
check deductions,” Mah said.
“It’s blatant partisan legislation
that causes poll numbers to rate
legislators lower than cock-
roaches. This bill is the very
definition of tyranny of govern-
ment.”

But committee member Rep.
Steve Brunk, R-District 85,
said  nobody is stopping union
members from cutting a check
to support political initiatives.

Mike Marvin, executive
director for the Kansas
Organization for State
Employees, said such an extra
step, no matter how small,
could have a significant effect
on the union’s bottom line.

“It’s harder to get someone
to write a check every month,”
Marvin said. “If they get $3 per
month out of every check, they
don’t notice that.”

That’s the problem, Smith
said.

Legislators, Unions Clash
Over Funding Mechanism

The Discovery Center looking to the north.

The Discovery Center on the inside. (phots by City Staff)
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SNOW DAY!
Life Saving Award:
 · Sergeant Ryan Flerlage
 · Police Officer  
 Tanner Monroe
 
Meritorious Service Award:
 · Police Officer/PIO  
 Matt Droge
 · Police Officer  
 Trevor Wilkey
 
Core Value Award Recipients
 · Integrity- Detective  
 Bobby Dierks
 · Loyalty-Maintenance  
 Technician II Glen Wilson
 · Teamwork/Cooperation-  
 Dispatch Shift Supervisor  
 Dawn Wickizer
 · Initiative- Custodian  
 Brandon Pfister
 · Empathy- Correction  
 Officer Ondre Miles
 · Reliability- Police Officer  
 Sam Shubert
 · Judgment-Correction  
 Officer John Roche

 · Professionalism-  
 Correction Officer Casey  
 Beggs
 
Top 10% Award Presented to 
Police Officer Spencer Parsons
 
Of The Year Award 
Recipients
· Correction Officer of the 
Year- Correction Officer John 
Roche

· Supervisor of the Year- Ser-
geant Doug Wood
· Employee of the Year- Com-
puter Technician I Ed Polley
· Officer of the Year- Police 
Officer Mark Cusmiano

· Director’s Award- Correction 
Sergeant Larry Greinke
· Golden Apple Award- Police 
Officer Steve Adams

Riley County Police Award 
Recipients

Correction Sergeant Larry Greinke receiving the Directors 
Award from RCPD Director Brad Schoen and Assistant Direc-
tor John Doehling

(Photo by Gaby Van Siskle)

The Flint Hills Messiah Cho-
rus and Chamber Orchestra will 
perform  George Frideric Han-
del’s “Messiah” on Sunday, 
March 10th  at 2:00 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church 
in Wamego, Kansas. 

The church is located on the 
corner of 6th and Lincoln in 
downtown Wamego and is 
handicapped assessable.

The Flint Hills Messiah Cho-
rus traces its roots to the late 
1980’s when the KANZA Con-
ference of the United Method-
ist Church organized an ecu-

menical performance of Han-
del’s “Messiah” three times 
before the Wamego Council of 
Churches and a steering com-
mittee of volunteers from the 
area took the reins of the orga-
nization in 1991 and named it 
The Flint Hills Messiah Cho-
rus.

Since then, the all-volunteer 
chorus, directed by Christine 
Day, has gathered each year, 
except in 2000, to perform 
Handel’s “Messiah” during the 
Season of Lent.

Eleven years ago, a chamber 

orchestra was added to the per-
formances.  

The orchestra is comprised 
of local musicians including 
students from regional colleges. 
The assistant conductor, Janet 
Armstead, rehearses the cham-
ber orchestra several weeks 
prior to the performance.

Tickets may be obtained at 
the door or by contacting Clau-
dia Leeds at 785.532.6008.

Additional information can 
be found at www.flinthillsmes-
siah.org

The Flint Hills Messiah Chorus and
Chamber Orchestra to perform “Messiah”

Join Kansas House Repre-
sentatives Tom Phillips and 
Vern Swanson on Thursday, 
March 14th at Nelson’s Land-
ing in Leonardville for a legis-

lative update. Sponsored by the 
Riley County Republican 
Women, the evening begins at 
6:00 p.m. with dinner ordered 
from the menu followed by the 

legislative update at 6:45 p.m. 
The group’s business meeting 
concludes the evening. All are 
welcome to attend any part of 
the evening.

Tom Phillips and Vern Swanson at Leonardville
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SELF STORAGE
(785)313-7777

Protection You Can Count On!

4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503

Landmark
Now offering Uhaul trucks and trailers

Landmark-Selfstorage.com

View rates and pay online at Emove.com

BVy Travis Perry 
Kansas Watchdog

OSAWATOMIE — The
Kansas Capitol is a conduit for
digital information, but some
apparently missed the memo.

Must have gotten lost in all
that paperwork.

Lawmakers and their staffs
send bills electronically. They
correspond via email and
instant messages, tweeting and
posting news instantaneous-
ly. Yet these same technofiles
spend some $478,000 annually
in taxpayer money on, uh,
paper.

They spend so much, in fact,
the state could buy a Google
Nexus 7 tablet for every elected
official, with an extra 2,200 of
the devices to hand-out or rent
as-needed.

Won’t happen, says Jeff
Russell, director of Legislative

Services.
The annual legislative print-

ing bill includes materials,
printing and labor costs, which
is down from about $750,000
several years ago.

But still …
Legislative bills make up the

bulk of the expense, Russell
said, followed by daily calen-
dar booklets for the state House
and Senate. But while bills may
at least gather dust in a drawer
for the duration of a legislative
session, the calendar booklets
have a much shorter lifespan —
measured in days, if not hours.

Stop by the document room
in the bowels of the Capitol and
step back in time, to a day
when paper reigned and the
smallest computers encom-
passed rooms the size of a foot-
ball field.

Visitors are greeted with

Paperweight: Kansas Legislature Are Low-Tech
stacks upon stacks of small
booklets detailing the daily
agendas of lawmakers in both
legislative chambers.

The same information is
available online. Just Google it.

Russell couldn’t say just how
much of this outdated paper-
work is trashed — or recycled
— each day, but it’s hard to
believe  it’s kept around for
sentimental reasons.

Chris Simons, deputy direc-
tor of Facilities and Property
Management, doesn’t have the
answer. Waste and recycling
contractor Deffenbaugh
Industries handles the job.

It’s supposed to, anyway.
Kansas Watchdog contacted

Deffenbaugh vice president
Tom Coffman about Capitol
recycling statistics, but
Coffman did not respond to the
request.

Russell said the paper is
more important to lobbyists,
media and other Capitol visi-
tors than it is to lawmakers.

“What I never want to do is
run out of information that peo-
ple need to attend a hearing that
day,” Russell said.

Google it?
The state has not yet devised

a practical distribution system
for those not directly plugged-
in to the Capitol’s network.
After all, he noted, it’s barely
practical for the Capitol itself.

The Legislature has experi-
mented with paperless commit-
tees in the past but has met with
little success.

“I do find as soon as those
committees are over with peo-
ple are scrambling back to their
printers and their offices and
printing out a lot of what was
paperless,” Russell said.

By Amy Payne
The Heritage Foundation has

released the following state-
ment:

America’s heritage of immi-
gration has fueled our nation’s
strength and diversity, yet our
immigration system has
become so politicized and dys-
functional that it causes untold
personal tragedies, strains the
fiscal capacity of public servic-
es in many states, and prevents
many from pursuing the
American Dream. Complex,
comprehensive legislation

based on back-room deals
never works, and the Senate
immigration proposal
announced this week and
echoed yesterday by President
Obama—to the extent that it
repeats the mistakes of the
past—will further polarize
Americans, fail to solve the real
policy problems, and make
matters worse.

Immigrants come to our
country for freedom and eco-
nomic opportunity. We are con-
cerned that many aspects of the
framework for comprehensive

Heritage Statement on Immigration
reform will undermine the very
foundations that make for
America’s exceptional success.
Policymakers should refrain
from committing to such broad
statements before the actual
legislative language is avail-
able for public review. A pro-
posal that would grant individ-
uals who are in this country
illegally a pathway to citizen-
ship violates the rule of law and
is unfair to those who have
obeyed our immigration laws.

The Heritage Foundation
believes that America’s immi-

gration system must be
reformed through an open and
public step-by-step, problem-
solving approach that unites
Americans and creates a sys-
tem that welcomes immigrants,
protects our sovereignty,
encourages assimilation, and
expands opportunities for
everyone. Once such common-
sense reforms are in place and
working, lawmakers can deter-
mine how to respond in a fair,
compassionate, and constitu-
tional way to those who have
come to our country illegally.

By Johnny Kampis 
Missouri Watchdog

JEFFERSON CITY – Gov.
Jay Nixon has pledged $150
million in additional money for
public education, but his fiscal
2014 budget makes plenty of
assumptions about legislative
action, which could cut some of
that funding.

Calling children the state’s
“first priority,” Nixon said his
budget includes $100 million
more for K-12 schools, $34
million more for higher educa-
tion and an additional $17 mil-
lion for early childhood educa-
tion.

Nixon’s comments came
during his state-of-the-state
address Monday night.

But his budget includes a lot
of presumed moves by the
Missouri General Assembly,
some of which – especially an
expansion of Medicaid – prob-
ably won’t happen.

Nixon anticipates more than
$46 million in tax revenue and
medical savings resulting from
a Medicaid expansion, $52 mil-
lion from a period of amnesty
for people to pay overdue
taxes, $56 million from elimi-
nating a tax break for low-

income renters, and $10 million
from a proposed law that hopes
to spur the collection of sales
taxes on online purchases.

His nearly $8.3 billion budg-
et includes the $900 million in
federal dollars the state would
get next fiscal year for opting
into the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act’s
Medicaid provision.

The Democratic governor
laid out his case for agreeing to
accept federal dollars that
would boost Medicaid cover-
age to families making 138 per-
cent of the poverty level, or
$32,000.

The move is expected to
increase the Medicaid rolls in
Missouri by some 300,000 in
the long-term.

If Missouri doesn’t opt into
the plan, he said, its tax dollars
would pay for Medicaid expan-
sions in other states.

“The people of Missouri
deserve to see their tax dollars
come back to their communi-
ties,” he said, drawing cheers
and standing ovations from the
Democrats to his left in the
House chamber and crossed
arms from the Republicans on
the right.

Mo. Gov. Makes Bold Medicaid Assumptions
Nixon briefed the media on

his plan before his address.
When asked how he would
respond to GOP criticism of his
assumptions, Nixon replied,
“They make assumptions, also.
We all make assumptions.”

Republicans were quick to
denounce any talk of expand-
ing Medicaid in the Show-Me
State.

In his post-address response,
Republican House Speaker Tim
Jones said putting additional
tax dollars into Medicaid,
which he

JONES: The House Speaker
says during his post-address
response that Republicans will
not agree to Nixon’s Medicaid
plan. (Photo Tim Bommel)

called a “broken system,”
doesn’t make financial sense.

He described the expansion
plan as “the governor’s call to
expand the welfare state.”

“It’s a call that has come
courtesy of Obamacare and
Washington, D.C.,” Jones said.
“It’s a call the Republican-led
Legislature will not answer.”

The state would have to kick

in $431 million during the first
five years (none in the first
three) if Medicaid were
expanded, and certainly some
of the $8.4 billion in federal
dollars for Missouri would
come from taxpayers. If the
new Medicaid program were
fully phased in, Missouri would
pay a 10 percent share begin-
ning in 2020.

Nixon said his plan would
include a sunset provision that
would roll back the Medicaid
expansion “if Washington
doesn’t honor its financial com-
mitment,” drawing some heck-
lers.

The governor and the
Legislature would have to
make some cuts to balance the
budget if Medicaid isn’t
expanded and some of the other
assumed budget-building
actions aren’t taken by law-
makers.

Budget Director Linda
Luebbering told reporters in an
afternoon briefing on the budg-
et she wasn’t sure how they
would proceed in that case.

“I can’t tell you how they
would come up with off-setting
cost reductions elsewhere,” she
said.

For Rent
Three or four bedroom
apartment. Furnished with
stove, refrigerator, washer,
bed, dresser, living room
couch. All bills paid. 412
South 10th St. #1, Manhattan
$1,030 per month.
Section 8 welcome. 

Call
785-556-1694

By Patrick B. McGuigan |
CapitolBeatOK

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
state of Oklahoma will have
$170 million more in revenue
this year than last, but state
agencies have asked for $1.4
billion in increases.

And Rep. T.W. Shannon, the
state’s freshly minted speaker
of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives, says he’ll be
pressing for cuts in business
franchise fees and personal
income taxes.

What will he say to state
agencies looking for big budget
increases?

“We are not going to meet
that, I assure you,” the Lawton
Republican said in an interview
with CapitolBeatOK.

Shannon listed his top three
goals for the session, which
begins Monday, Feb. 4 with
Gov. Mary Fallin’s State of the
State address: reforming man-
agement of state assets, includ-
ing possible sale of some
assets; tax reform; and workers
compensation reform.

“If we’re going to keep some
things, we want to make
responsibility clearer and more

focused. We’ve identified six
agencies or boards that have a
role in management of
resources. Some of that makes
sense, but we’re looking to
involve private industry experts
in how we might do that better.

“In some ways, it’s like —
for most of government
resources and assets — we’re
doing business like we did with
roads and bridges 25 years ago;
there’s some politics or other
factors that keep us from really
evaluating needs. There are dif-
fering priorities that might not
make sense if you don’t look at
things broadly.

“Second, on tax reform, our
ideas are not limited to the
income tax. We will be working
on the franchise tax as well. I
want to send a message to busi-
ness that we want to them to
stay here or come here. I think
it would be a very positive mes-
sage along those lines to elimi-
nate one tax-funding source.

“Third, of course, workers
comp we’ve talked about for
many years. To be honest,
we’ve reformed it, reformed it
and reformed it, but we don’t
have lower [comp insurance]
rates yet. So, I think we’ve not

yet had real workers comp
reform. There is some debate
about administrative reforms,
and we’re looking closely at
NCCI [National Council on
Compensation Insurance] data
to see if the projected savings
from an administrative system
are quantifiable. “

Shannon believes state gov-
ernment is too big. As for
reducing spending or “right-
sizing” government, he com-
mented, “I would l like to cap
agency fees. Over the last four
or six years, if I remember
right, we’ve had some fees for
some government programs or
licenses go up 46 percent.
That’s money that is coming
out of the taxpayers’ pockets.
I’m not really sure that, in all of
those cases, those decisions
should be made by unnamed
bureaucrats.

“My Appropriations &
Budget chairman (Scott Martin,
a Norman Republican) is in the
process of identifying specifics
we can undertake, to toe the
line in spending.”

Pressed specifically on tax
reduction, Speaker Shannon
said, “I am being cautious not

to make a decision based on, or
tied to, just to this year’s budg-
et. So, on the franchise fee cuts
we’re looking for Fiscal Year
2015 implementation. Getting
tied in with the current year is
where things went south last
year.

“I think that to make
progress on an income tax cut,
David Dank’s work is critical.
We don’t get rid of all the cred-
its or incentives, but there’s
room for reform.” Rep. Dank
proposed a mix of factors to
consider in deciding on possi-
ble elimination of business
incentives and exemptions.

That framework would man-
date audits or other means to
assess the effectiveness of cred-
it/exemptions in provoking
economic growth that would
not otherwise have occurred,
make future credits subject to
sunset provisions and allow
robust audits by the office of
the auditor and inspector.

In the end, a mix of statutory
and constitutional proposals to
put Dank’s changes into effect
did not make it through the
2012 session.

Oklahoma Will Have $170 Million More

And though it has gotten bet-
ter as younger legislators begin
to populate the chambers, the
technological adoption rate has
proven difficult. The state
introduced laptops to legisla-
tors about a decade ago, he
said, but “a lot of them simply
used them as paperweights.
They were literally afraid of the
things.”

Salina Republican and fresh-
man Rep. J.R. Claeys said
while the fear hasn’t complete-
ly subsided, older lawmakers
are settling in with new forms

of technology. Most of the
aversion was due to transparen-
cy concerns and proper use of
technology rather than the
device itself, he added. And
while Russell may have doubts
about a paperless future for the
Capitol, Claeys said he sincere-
ly hopes it becomes a reality.

“The amount of paper that I
find on my desk, and the
amount that ends in my waste-
basket is criminal,” Claeys
said. “The amount of printing is
obscene, and it’s wasteful.”
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BVy Travis Perry 
Kansas Watchdog

OSAWATOMIE — The
Kansas Capitol is a conduit for
digital information, but some
apparently missed the memo.

Must have gotten lost in all
that paperwork.

Lawmakers and their staffs
send bills electronically. They
correspond via email and
instant messages, tweeting and
posting news instantaneous-
ly. Yet these same technofiles
spend some $478,000 annually
in taxpayer money on, uh,
paper.

They spend so much, in fact,
the state could buy a Google
Nexus 7 tablet for every elected
official, with an extra 2,200 of
the devices to hand-out or rent
as-needed.

Won’t happen, says Jeff
Russell, director of Legislative

Services.
The annual legislative print-

ing bill includes materials,
printing and labor costs, which
is down from about $750,000
several years ago.

But still …
Legislative bills make up the

bulk of the expense, Russell
said, followed by daily calen-
dar booklets for the state House
and Senate. But while bills may
at least gather dust in a drawer
for the duration of a legislative
session, the calendar booklets
have a much shorter lifespan —
measured in days, if not hours.

Stop by the document room
in the bowels of the Capitol and
step back in time, to a day
when paper reigned and the
smallest computers encom-
passed rooms the size of a foot-
ball field.

Visitors are greeted with

Paperweight: Kansas Legislature Are Low-Tech
stacks upon stacks of small
booklets detailing the daily
agendas of lawmakers in both
legislative chambers.

The same information is
available online. Just Google it.

Russell couldn’t say just how
much of this outdated paper-
work is trashed — or recycled
— each day, but it’s hard to
believe  it’s kept around for
sentimental reasons.

Chris Simons, deputy direc-
tor of Facilities and Property
Management, doesn’t have the
answer. Waste and recycling
contractor Deffenbaugh
Industries handles the job.

It’s supposed to, anyway.
Kansas Watchdog contacted

Deffenbaugh vice president
Tom Coffman about Capitol
recycling statistics, but
Coffman did not respond to the
request.

Russell said the paper is
more important to lobbyists,
media and other Capitol visi-
tors than it is to lawmakers.

“What I never want to do is
run out of information that peo-
ple need to attend a hearing that
day,” Russell said.

Google it?
The state has not yet devised

a practical distribution system
for those not directly plugged-
in to the Capitol’s network.
After all, he noted, it’s barely
practical for the Capitol itself.

The Legislature has experi-
mented with paperless commit-
tees in the past but has met with
little success.

“I do find as soon as those
committees are over with peo-
ple are scrambling back to their
printers and their offices and
printing out a lot of what was
paperless,” Russell said.

By Amy Payne
The Heritage Foundation has

released the following state-
ment:

America’s heritage of immi-
gration has fueled our nation’s
strength and diversity, yet our
immigration system has
become so politicized and dys-
functional that it causes untold
personal tragedies, strains the
fiscal capacity of public servic-
es in many states, and prevents
many from pursuing the
American Dream. Complex,
comprehensive legislation

based on back-room deals
never works, and the Senate
immigration proposal
announced this week and
echoed yesterday by President
Obama—to the extent that it
repeats the mistakes of the
past—will further polarize
Americans, fail to solve the real
policy problems, and make
matters worse.

Immigrants come to our
country for freedom and eco-
nomic opportunity. We are con-
cerned that many aspects of the
framework for comprehensive

Heritage Statement on Immigration
reform will undermine the very
foundations that make for
America’s exceptional success.
Policymakers should refrain
from committing to such broad
statements before the actual
legislative language is avail-
able for public review. A pro-
posal that would grant individ-
uals who are in this country
illegally a pathway to citizen-
ship violates the rule of law and
is unfair to those who have
obeyed our immigration laws.

The Heritage Foundation
believes that America’s immi-

gration system must be
reformed through an open and
public step-by-step, problem-
solving approach that unites
Americans and creates a sys-
tem that welcomes immigrants,
protects our sovereignty,
encourages assimilation, and
expands opportunities for
everyone. Once such common-
sense reforms are in place and
working, lawmakers can deter-
mine how to respond in a fair,
compassionate, and constitu-
tional way to those who have
come to our country illegally.

By Johnny Kampis 
Missouri Watchdog

JEFFERSON CITY – Gov.
Jay Nixon has pledged $150
million in additional money for
public education, but his fiscal
2014 budget makes plenty of
assumptions about legislative
action, which could cut some of
that funding.

Calling children the state’s
“first priority,” Nixon said his
budget includes $100 million
more for K-12 schools, $34
million more for higher educa-
tion and an additional $17 mil-
lion for early childhood educa-
tion.

Nixon’s comments came
during his state-of-the-state
address Monday night.

But his budget includes a lot
of presumed moves by the
Missouri General Assembly,
some of which – especially an
expansion of Medicaid – prob-
ably won’t happen.

Nixon anticipates more than
$46 million in tax revenue and
medical savings resulting from
a Medicaid expansion, $52 mil-
lion from a period of amnesty
for people to pay overdue
taxes, $56 million from elimi-
nating a tax break for low-

income renters, and $10 million
from a proposed law that hopes
to spur the collection of sales
taxes on online purchases.

His nearly $8.3 billion budg-
et includes the $900 million in
federal dollars the state would
get next fiscal year for opting
into the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act’s
Medicaid provision.

The Democratic governor
laid out his case for agreeing to
accept federal dollars that
would boost Medicaid cover-
age to families making 138 per-
cent of the poverty level, or
$32,000.

The move is expected to
increase the Medicaid rolls in
Missouri by some 300,000 in
the long-term.

If Missouri doesn’t opt into
the plan, he said, its tax dollars
would pay for Medicaid expan-
sions in other states.

“The people of Missouri
deserve to see their tax dollars
come back to their communi-
ties,” he said, drawing cheers
and standing ovations from the
Democrats to his left in the
House chamber and crossed
arms from the Republicans on
the right.

Mo. Gov. Makes Bold Medicaid Assumptions
Nixon briefed the media on

his plan before his address.
When asked how he would
respond to GOP criticism of his
assumptions, Nixon replied,
“They make assumptions, also.
We all make assumptions.”

Republicans were quick to
denounce any talk of expand-
ing Medicaid in the Show-Me
State.

In his post-address response,
Republican House Speaker Tim
Jones said putting additional
tax dollars into Medicaid,
which he

JONES: The House Speaker
says during his post-address
response that Republicans will
not agree to Nixon’s Medicaid
plan. (Photo Tim Bommel)

called a “broken system,”
doesn’t make financial sense.

He described the expansion
plan as “the governor’s call to
expand the welfare state.”

“It’s a call that has come
courtesy of Obamacare and
Washington, D.C.,” Jones said.
“It’s a call the Republican-led
Legislature will not answer.”

The state would have to kick

in $431 million during the first
five years (none in the first
three) if Medicaid were
expanded, and certainly some
of the $8.4 billion in federal
dollars for Missouri would
come from taxpayers. If the
new Medicaid program were
fully phased in, Missouri would
pay a 10 percent share begin-
ning in 2020.

Nixon said his plan would
include a sunset provision that
would roll back the Medicaid
expansion “if Washington
doesn’t honor its financial com-
mitment,” drawing some heck-
lers.

The governor and the
Legislature would have to
make some cuts to balance the
budget if Medicaid isn’t
expanded and some of the other
assumed budget-building
actions aren’t taken by law-
makers.

Budget Director Linda
Luebbering told reporters in an
afternoon briefing on the budg-
et she wasn’t sure how they
would proceed in that case.

“I can’t tell you how they
would come up with off-setting
cost reductions elsewhere,” she
said.
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By Patrick B. McGuigan |
CapitolBeatOK

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
state of Oklahoma will have
$170 million more in revenue
this year than last, but state
agencies have asked for $1.4
billion in increases.

And Rep. T.W. Shannon, the
state’s freshly minted speaker
of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives, says he’ll be
pressing for cuts in business
franchise fees and personal
income taxes.

What will he say to state
agencies looking for big budget
increases?

“We are not going to meet
that, I assure you,” the Lawton
Republican said in an interview
with CapitolBeatOK.

Shannon listed his top three
goals for the session, which
begins Monday, Feb. 4 with
Gov. Mary Fallin’s State of the
State address: reforming man-
agement of state assets, includ-
ing possible sale of some
assets; tax reform; and workers
compensation reform.

“If we’re going to keep some
things, we want to make
responsibility clearer and more

focused. We’ve identified six
agencies or boards that have a
role in management of
resources. Some of that makes
sense, but we’re looking to
involve private industry experts
in how we might do that better.

“In some ways, it’s like —
for most of government
resources and assets — we’re
doing business like we did with
roads and bridges 25 years ago;
there’s some politics or other
factors that keep us from really
evaluating needs. There are dif-
fering priorities that might not
make sense if you don’t look at
things broadly.

“Second, on tax reform, our
ideas are not limited to the
income tax. We will be working
on the franchise tax as well. I
want to send a message to busi-
ness that we want to them to
stay here or come here. I think
it would be a very positive mes-
sage along those lines to elimi-
nate one tax-funding source.

“Third, of course, workers
comp we’ve talked about for
many years. To be honest,
we’ve reformed it, reformed it
and reformed it, but we don’t
have lower [comp insurance]
rates yet. So, I think we’ve not

yet had real workers comp
reform. There is some debate
about administrative reforms,
and we’re looking closely at
NCCI [National Council on
Compensation Insurance] data
to see if the projected savings
from an administrative system
are quantifiable. “

Shannon believes state gov-
ernment is too big. As for
reducing spending or “right-
sizing” government, he com-
mented, “I would l like to cap
agency fees. Over the last four
or six years, if I remember
right, we’ve had some fees for
some government programs or
licenses go up 46 percent.
That’s money that is coming
out of the taxpayers’ pockets.
I’m not really sure that, in all of
those cases, those decisions
should be made by unnamed
bureaucrats.

“My Appropriations &
Budget chairman (Scott Martin,
a Norman Republican) is in the
process of identifying specifics
we can undertake, to toe the
line in spending.”

Pressed specifically on tax
reduction, Speaker Shannon
said, “I am being cautious not

to make a decision based on, or
tied to, just to this year’s budg-
et. So, on the franchise fee cuts
we’re looking for Fiscal Year
2015 implementation. Getting
tied in with the current year is
where things went south last
year.

“I think that to make
progress on an income tax cut,
David Dank’s work is critical.
We don’t get rid of all the cred-
its or incentives, but there’s
room for reform.” Rep. Dank
proposed a mix of factors to
consider in deciding on possi-
ble elimination of business
incentives and exemptions.

That framework would man-
date audits or other means to
assess the effectiveness of cred-
it/exemptions in provoking
economic growth that would
not otherwise have occurred,
make future credits subject to
sunset provisions and allow
robust audits by the office of
the auditor and inspector.

In the end, a mix of statutory
and constitutional proposals to
put Dank’s changes into effect
did not make it through the
2012 session.

Oklahoma Will Have $170 Million More

And though it has gotten bet-
ter as younger legislators begin
to populate the chambers, the
technological adoption rate has
proven difficult. The state
introduced laptops to legisla-
tors about a decade ago, he
said, but “a lot of them simply
used them as paperweights.
They were literally afraid of the
things.”

Salina Republican and fresh-
man Rep. J.R. Claeys said
while the fear hasn’t complete-
ly subsided, older lawmakers
are settling in with new forms

of technology. Most of the
aversion was due to transparen-
cy concerns and proper use of
technology rather than the
device itself, he added. And
while Russell may have doubts
about a paperless future for the
Capitol, Claeys said he sincere-
ly hopes it becomes a reality.

“The amount of paper that I
find on my desk, and the
amount that ends in my waste-
basket is criminal,” Claeys
said. “The amount of printing is
obscene, and it’s wasteful.”
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BVy Travis Perry 
Kansas Watchdog

OSAWATOMIE — The
Kansas Capitol is a conduit for
digital information, but some
apparently missed the memo.

Must have gotten lost in all
that paperwork.

Lawmakers and their staffs
send bills electronically. They
correspond via email and
instant messages, tweeting and
posting news instantaneous-
ly. Yet these same technofiles
spend some $478,000 annually
in taxpayer money on, uh,
paper.

They spend so much, in fact,
the state could buy a Google
Nexus 7 tablet for every elected
official, with an extra 2,200 of
the devices to hand-out or rent
as-needed.

Won’t happen, says Jeff
Russell, director of Legislative

Services.
The annual legislative print-

ing bill includes materials,
printing and labor costs, which
is down from about $750,000
several years ago.

But still …
Legislative bills make up the

bulk of the expense, Russell
said, followed by daily calen-
dar booklets for the state House
and Senate. But while bills may
at least gather dust in a drawer
for the duration of a legislative
session, the calendar booklets
have a much shorter lifespan —
measured in days, if not hours.

Stop by the document room
in the bowels of the Capitol and
step back in time, to a day
when paper reigned and the
smallest computers encom-
passed rooms the size of a foot-
ball field.

Visitors are greeted with

Paperweight: Kansas Legislature Are Low-Tech
stacks upon stacks of small
booklets detailing the daily
agendas of lawmakers in both
legislative chambers.

The same information is
available online. Just Google it.

Russell couldn’t say just how
much of this outdated paper-
work is trashed — or recycled
— each day, but it’s hard to
believe  it’s kept around for
sentimental reasons.

Chris Simons, deputy direc-
tor of Facilities and Property
Management, doesn’t have the
answer. Waste and recycling
contractor Deffenbaugh
Industries handles the job.

It’s supposed to, anyway.
Kansas Watchdog contacted

Deffenbaugh vice president
Tom Coffman about Capitol
recycling statistics, but
Coffman did not respond to the
request.

Russell said the paper is
more important to lobbyists,
media and other Capitol visi-
tors than it is to lawmakers.

“What I never want to do is
run out of information that peo-
ple need to attend a hearing that
day,” Russell said.

Google it?
The state has not yet devised

a practical distribution system
for those not directly plugged-
in to the Capitol’s network.
After all, he noted, it’s barely
practical for the Capitol itself.

The Legislature has experi-
mented with paperless commit-
tees in the past but has met with
little success.

“I do find as soon as those
committees are over with peo-
ple are scrambling back to their
printers and their offices and
printing out a lot of what was
paperless,” Russell said.

By Amy Payne
The Heritage Foundation has

released the following state-
ment:

America’s heritage of immi-
gration has fueled our nation’s
strength and diversity, yet our
immigration system has
become so politicized and dys-
functional that it causes untold
personal tragedies, strains the
fiscal capacity of public servic-
es in many states, and prevents
many from pursuing the
American Dream. Complex,
comprehensive legislation

based on back-room deals
never works, and the Senate
immigration proposal
announced this week and
echoed yesterday by President
Obama—to the extent that it
repeats the mistakes of the
past—will further polarize
Americans, fail to solve the real
policy problems, and make
matters worse.

Immigrants come to our
country for freedom and eco-
nomic opportunity. We are con-
cerned that many aspects of the
framework for comprehensive

Heritage Statement on Immigration
reform will undermine the very
foundations that make for
America’s exceptional success.
Policymakers should refrain
from committing to such broad
statements before the actual
legislative language is avail-
able for public review. A pro-
posal that would grant individ-
uals who are in this country
illegally a pathway to citizen-
ship violates the rule of law and
is unfair to those who have
obeyed our immigration laws.

The Heritage Foundation
believes that America’s immi-

gration system must be
reformed through an open and
public step-by-step, problem-
solving approach that unites
Americans and creates a sys-
tem that welcomes immigrants,
protects our sovereignty,
encourages assimilation, and
expands opportunities for
everyone. Once such common-
sense reforms are in place and
working, lawmakers can deter-
mine how to respond in a fair,
compassionate, and constitu-
tional way to those who have
come to our country illegally.

By Johnny Kampis 
Missouri Watchdog

JEFFERSON CITY – Gov.
Jay Nixon has pledged $150
million in additional money for
public education, but his fiscal
2014 budget makes plenty of
assumptions about legislative
action, which could cut some of
that funding.

Calling children the state’s
“first priority,” Nixon said his
budget includes $100 million
more for K-12 schools, $34
million more for higher educa-
tion and an additional $17 mil-
lion for early childhood educa-
tion.

Nixon’s comments came
during his state-of-the-state
address Monday night.

But his budget includes a lot
of presumed moves by the
Missouri General Assembly,
some of which – especially an
expansion of Medicaid – prob-
ably won’t happen.

Nixon anticipates more than
$46 million in tax revenue and
medical savings resulting from
a Medicaid expansion, $52 mil-
lion from a period of amnesty
for people to pay overdue
taxes, $56 million from elimi-
nating a tax break for low-

income renters, and $10 million
from a proposed law that hopes
to spur the collection of sales
taxes on online purchases.

His nearly $8.3 billion budg-
et includes the $900 million in
federal dollars the state would
get next fiscal year for opting
into the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act’s
Medicaid provision.

The Democratic governor
laid out his case for agreeing to
accept federal dollars that
would boost Medicaid cover-
age to families making 138 per-
cent of the poverty level, or
$32,000.

The move is expected to
increase the Medicaid rolls in
Missouri by some 300,000 in
the long-term.

If Missouri doesn’t opt into
the plan, he said, its tax dollars
would pay for Medicaid expan-
sions in other states.

“The people of Missouri
deserve to see their tax dollars
come back to their communi-
ties,” he said, drawing cheers
and standing ovations from the
Democrats to his left in the
House chamber and crossed
arms from the Republicans on
the right.

Mo. Gov. Makes Bold Medicaid Assumptions
Nixon briefed the media on

his plan before his address.
When asked how he would
respond to GOP criticism of his
assumptions, Nixon replied,
“They make assumptions, also.
We all make assumptions.”

Republicans were quick to
denounce any talk of expand-
ing Medicaid in the Show-Me
State.

In his post-address response,
Republican House Speaker Tim
Jones said putting additional
tax dollars into Medicaid,
which he

JONES: The House Speaker
says during his post-address
response that Republicans will
not agree to Nixon’s Medicaid
plan. (Photo Tim Bommel)

called a “broken system,”
doesn’t make financial sense.

He described the expansion
plan as “the governor’s call to
expand the welfare state.”

“It’s a call that has come
courtesy of Obamacare and
Washington, D.C.,” Jones said.
“It’s a call the Republican-led
Legislature will not answer.”

The state would have to kick

in $431 million during the first
five years (none in the first
three) if Medicaid were
expanded, and certainly some
of the $8.4 billion in federal
dollars for Missouri would
come from taxpayers. If the
new Medicaid program were
fully phased in, Missouri would
pay a 10 percent share begin-
ning in 2020.

Nixon said his plan would
include a sunset provision that
would roll back the Medicaid
expansion “if Washington
doesn’t honor its financial com-
mitment,” drawing some heck-
lers.

The governor and the
Legislature would have to
make some cuts to balance the
budget if Medicaid isn’t
expanded and some of the other
assumed budget-building
actions aren’t taken by law-
makers.

Budget Director Linda
Luebbering told reporters in an
afternoon briefing on the budg-
et she wasn’t sure how they
would proceed in that case.

“I can’t tell you how they
would come up with off-setting
cost reductions elsewhere,” she
said.

For Rent
Three or four bedroom
apartment. Furnished with
stove, refrigerator, washer,
bed, dresser, living room
couch. All bills paid. 412
South 10th St. #1, Manhattan
$1,030 per month.
Section 8 welcome. 

Call
785-556-1694

By Patrick B. McGuigan |
CapitolBeatOK

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
state of Oklahoma will have
$170 million more in revenue
this year than last, but state
agencies have asked for $1.4
billion in increases.

And Rep. T.W. Shannon, the
state’s freshly minted speaker
of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives, says he’ll be
pressing for cuts in business
franchise fees and personal
income taxes.

What will he say to state
agencies looking for big budget
increases?

“We are not going to meet
that, I assure you,” the Lawton
Republican said in an interview
with CapitolBeatOK.

Shannon listed his top three
goals for the session, which
begins Monday, Feb. 4 with
Gov. Mary Fallin’s State of the
State address: reforming man-
agement of state assets, includ-
ing possible sale of some
assets; tax reform; and workers
compensation reform.

“If we’re going to keep some
things, we want to make
responsibility clearer and more

focused. We’ve identified six
agencies or boards that have a
role in management of
resources. Some of that makes
sense, but we’re looking to
involve private industry experts
in how we might do that better.

“In some ways, it’s like —
for most of government
resources and assets — we’re
doing business like we did with
roads and bridges 25 years ago;
there’s some politics or other
factors that keep us from really
evaluating needs. There are dif-
fering priorities that might not
make sense if you don’t look at
things broadly.

“Second, on tax reform, our
ideas are not limited to the
income tax. We will be working
on the franchise tax as well. I
want to send a message to busi-
ness that we want to them to
stay here or come here. I think
it would be a very positive mes-
sage along those lines to elimi-
nate one tax-funding source.

“Third, of course, workers
comp we’ve talked about for
many years. To be honest,
we’ve reformed it, reformed it
and reformed it, but we don’t
have lower [comp insurance]
rates yet. So, I think we’ve not

yet had real workers comp
reform. There is some debate
about administrative reforms,
and we’re looking closely at
NCCI [National Council on
Compensation Insurance] data
to see if the projected savings
from an administrative system
are quantifiable. “

Shannon believes state gov-
ernment is too big. As for
reducing spending or “right-
sizing” government, he com-
mented, “I would l like to cap
agency fees. Over the last four
or six years, if I remember
right, we’ve had some fees for
some government programs or
licenses go up 46 percent.
That’s money that is coming
out of the taxpayers’ pockets.
I’m not really sure that, in all of
those cases, those decisions
should be made by unnamed
bureaucrats.

“My Appropriations &
Budget chairman (Scott Martin,
a Norman Republican) is in the
process of identifying specifics
we can undertake, to toe the
line in spending.”

Pressed specifically on tax
reduction, Speaker Shannon
said, “I am being cautious not

to make a decision based on, or
tied to, just to this year’s budg-
et. So, on the franchise fee cuts
we’re looking for Fiscal Year
2015 implementation. Getting
tied in with the current year is
where things went south last
year.

“I think that to make
progress on an income tax cut,
David Dank’s work is critical.
We don’t get rid of all the cred-
its or incentives, but there’s
room for reform.” Rep. Dank
proposed a mix of factors to
consider in deciding on possi-
ble elimination of business
incentives and exemptions.

That framework would man-
date audits or other means to
assess the effectiveness of cred-
it/exemptions in provoking
economic growth that would
not otherwise have occurred,
make future credits subject to
sunset provisions and allow
robust audits by the office of
the auditor and inspector.

In the end, a mix of statutory
and constitutional proposals to
put Dank’s changes into effect
did not make it through the
2012 session.

Oklahoma Will Have $170 Million More

And though it has gotten bet-
ter as younger legislators begin
to populate the chambers, the
technological adoption rate has
proven difficult. The state
introduced laptops to legisla-
tors about a decade ago, he
said, but “a lot of them simply
used them as paperweights.
They were literally afraid of the
things.”

Salina Republican and fresh-
man Rep. J.R. Claeys said
while the fear hasn’t complete-
ly subsided, older lawmakers
are settling in with new forms

of technology. Most of the
aversion was due to transparen-
cy concerns and proper use of
technology rather than the
device itself, he added. And
while Russell may have doubts
about a paperless future for the
Capitol, Claeys said he sincere-
ly hopes it becomes a reality.

“The amount of paper that I
find on my desk, and the
amount that ends in my waste-
basket is criminal,” Claeys
said. “The amount of printing is
obscene, and it’s wasteful.”

  
SFC (Ret) Leon Watson, age 

63, of Manhattan, Kansas, died 
Friday, February 22, 2013, at 
his residence in Manhattan.

He was born on May 13, 
1949, in New Mexico the son 
of S. Dale and Emma Lee (Cof-
felt) Watson.

Leon was raised in Albu-
querque, New Mexico where 
he attended local schools grad-
uating from Highland High 
School.

He then joined the United 
States Army. His military career 
led him to live throughout the 
country and oversees including 
serving in Desert Storm.  He 
retired with the rank of Ser-
geant First Class at Fort Riley, 
Kansas.

Following his military retire-
ment he went to work as a 
mechanic for the Riley County 
Shops. Retiring from that posi-
tion he joined TDM in Manhat-
tan as an assembly person 
building cars. When that plant 
closed down he went to work at 
the VFW and at Ramblers in 
maintenance until his final 

retirement.  

His memberships included 
being a Life Member of the 
VFW Post 1786 in Manhattan. 
He also enjoyed building model 
cars and ships.

On October 2, 2003, in Man-
hattan, Kansas, he was united 
in marriage to Mary Colleen 
Willis.  She survives of their 
home.  Also surviving are two 
step sons: Casey and Jesse Har-
ris, both of Topeka.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents.

The family will receive 
friends during a visitation from 
6:00 until 7:00 p.m. Thursday 
evening at the Yorgensen-
Meloan-Londeen Funeral 
Home.

Funeral services will be held 
1:00 p.m. Friday, March 1, 
2013, at the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Chapel with 
Reverend Ben Duerfeldt offici-
ating. Interment with military 
honors will follow in the Kan-
sas Veterans’ Cemetery at Ft. 
Riley.

On-line condolences may be 
left for the family through the 
funeral home website located at 
www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

A memorial has been estab-
lished for the VFW Post 1786.  
Contributions may be left in 
care of the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home, 1616 
Poyntz avenue, Manhattan, 
Kansas 66502.

  Ralph Charles Parks, age 94 
of Manhattan, died Monday, 
February 18, 2013 at the Mead-
owlark Hills Retirement Home 
in Manhattan.  

  Ralph was born on August 
6, 1918, in the family rock 
house near Manhattan to Luther 
Sylvester Parks and Anna 
Augusta Secrist Parks.  He 
attended Sunflower Grade 
School on Zeandale Road and 
graduated from Manhattan 
High School in 1937. 

  Early in his career, Ralph 
co-owned the Parks and Parks 
Produce Market in Manhattan.  
After selling the market in 
1945, he purchased a farm east 
of Manhattan and was a life-

long farmer.  Ralph was a 4-H 
Leader and active member of 
the Gideon’s International for 
many years.

 On September 16, 1940, he 
married Abbie Jeanette Wilson 
in the United Presbyterian 
Church, Manhattan, Kansas.  
From this union they raised six 
children: Ralph Loren Parks 
(and wife Cassandra) of Weath-
erby Lake, Missouri, Barbara 
Jean Guldner (and husband 
Clarence) of Clay Center, Kan-
sas, Robert Wayne Parks (and 
wife JoAnn) of Manhattan, 
Kansas, Carolyn Ann Zangger 
(and husband Charles) of North 
Loup, Nebraska, Vicky Jeanette 
Hart (and husband Greg) of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Darrell 

Duane Parks (and wife Donna) 
of Manhattan, Kansas.  

  Ralph leaves behind 14 
grandchildren, 22 great-grand-
children, and 3 great-great-
grandchildren.  

  Ralph was  preceded in 
death by his loving wife Abbie 
and all of his siblings.

 Funeral services for Mr. 
Parks will be held at 2:00p.m. 
Monday February 25, 2013 at 
the Yorgensen-Meloan-Lond-
een Funeral Chapel with Dr. 
Wesley Paddock officiating.  
Interment will follow in the 
Sunset Cemetery in Manhat-
tan.

The family will greet friends 
during a visitation from 
1:00p.m. until service time 
Monday at the funeral home.

  Online condolences may be 
left for the family through the 
funeral home website at www.
ymlfuneralhome.com

  In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily suggests memorial dona-
tions to the Zeandale Commu-
nity Church, PO Box 3, Man-
hattan, Kansas  66505. Contri-
butions may also be left in care 
of the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home, 1616 
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan, 
Kansas 66502.

Laura E. Geisler Theel, 94, 
of Alma, Kansas, died Sunday, 
February 24, 2013, at the Alma 
Manor. She was a long time 
member of the area.

 
Laura was born March 11, 

1918, in Alta Vista, Kansas,  
the daughter of Henry  and Ida 
Biesenthal Geisler.  She moved 
to the Alma area when she was 
six years old. Laura spent her 

younger years caring for her 
invalid mother and raising her 
three brothers.

 
Laura married Charles Gei-

sler on April 12, 1942, in Alma.  
They farmed in the Hendricks 
Creek Community  for twenty 
five years and moved into Alma 
in 1976. He preceded her in 
death on August 21, 1976.  She 
then married Vincent Theel on 
September 10, 1982 in Alma.  
He also preceded her in death 
on January 11, 1993.

 
 Laura and Charles also lived 

a while in Topeka where they 
operated a boarding house.  
There she worked for Cappers 
Publications, Morrells Packing 
Company and Adams Business 
Forms.  They also lived in Cal-
ifornia for a year picking fruit 
and working for the Bridgeford 
Food Company.  

 

For eighteen years, Laura 
worked as a housekeeper for 
the Alma Manor.  She was an 
original employee when they 
first opened.  She was very 
dedicated and proud of her 
work at the Manor.  She was a 
life-long member of Peace 
United Church of Christ in 
Alma and also a member of the 
church ladies guild.  She also 
was a member of the District 3 
Community Club and the Open 
Door Club.  Laura loved to 
travel and had been to numer-
ous locations around the coun-
try.  She was also known for 
her flowers and plants.

 
Laura is survived by her 

step-children, Virginia 
Snodgrass, Alma, Philip Theel 
and his wife, Barbara, Alma, 
David Theel and his wife, Judy, 
Eudora and John Theel and his 
wife, Melanie, Lake Charles, 
Louisiana; her brother, Merlin 

Geisler, Manhattan; sisters-in-
law, Dorothy Geisler and Hen-
rietta Geisler, both of Alma and 
numerous nieces and nephews.  
She was also preceded in death 
by her parents, two brothers, 
Arthur and Walter Geisler and a 
step-daughter, Shirley Waters.

 
Funeral services will be held 

at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, March 
2, 2013, at Peace United Church 
of Christ in Alma.  Reverend 
John Austin will be officiating.  
Burial will follow at Peace 
United Church of Christ Cem-
etery.  The family will greet 
friends at 1:00 p.m., prior to the 
service on Saturday.  They sug-
gest memorial contributions to 
the Evangelical Children’s 
Home/ Every Childs Hope or 
the Alma Manor, and those may 
be sent in care of Campanella-
Gentry Funeral Home.  Online 
condolences may be made at 
www.campanellafuneral.com. 

Help Wanted

“Can You Dig It?” Heavy 
Equipment Operator Training! 
3 Week Hands On Program. 
Bulldozers, Backhoes, Excava-
tors. Lifetime Job Placement 
Asst. w/ National Certs. VA 
Benefits Eligible - 866-362-
6497

Help Wanted

“You got the drive, We have 
the Direction” OTR Drivers 
APU Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-
pass passenger policy. Newer 
equipment. 100% NO touch. 
1-800-528-7825

Help Wanted/Truck Driver     

DRIVERS-NEED CLASS A 
CDL TRAINING? Start a 
CAREER in trucking today! 
Swift Academies offer PTDI 
certified courses and offer 

“Best-In-Class” training.

• New Academy Classes 
Weekly   • No Money Down or 
Credit Check   • Certified Men-
tors Ready and Available   • 
Paid (While Training With 
Mentor)

• Regional and Dedicated 
Opportunities   • Great Career 
Path   • Excellent Benefits 
Package   Please Call: (602) 
714-9455

Help Wanted/Truck Driver     

Drivers: Inexperienced? Get 
on the Road to a Successful 
Career with CDL Training. 
Regional Training Locations. 
Train and WORK for Central 
Refrigerated (877) 369-7885 
www.centraltruckdrivingjobs.
com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver     

Exp. Flatbed Drivers:  
Regional opportunities now 
open with plenty of freight & 
great pay! 800-277-0212 or 
primeinc.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver     

Foremost Transport paid 
over $16,000 in bonus money 
to its owner/operators of 3/4 
ton and larger diesel pickup 
trucks for January alone, just 
for towing travel trailers. How 
much of that do you want next 
month? Call 1-866-764-1601 
or foremosttransport.com for 
more info or to apply today!

Misc.

AIRLINES CAREERS - 
Become an Aviation Mainte-
nance Tech. FAA approved 
training. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Housing available. Job                                         

placement assistance. Call Avi-
ation Institute of Maintenance 
888-248-7449.

Misc.

ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home. *Medi-
cal, *Business, *Criminal Jus-
tice, *Hospitality. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. SCHEV certified.  Call 
888-220-3977 www.Centura-
Online.com

Classified…

Leon Watson

Ralph Charles Parks

Laura E. Geisler
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K-State’s Will Spradling (55) had a good night. (Photo by Ben Brake)

K-State’s Bri Craig (20) gets off a three pointer. (Photo by Ben Brake)

K-State Sports Information
AMES, Iowa – Senior Will

Clyburn collected a double-
double, including a game-high
24 points, as Iowa State extend-
ed its homecourt winning
streak to 18 games with a 73-67
win over No. 11/13 Kansas
State before 14,376 fans at
Hilton Coliseum.

The win not only pulled
Iowa State (14-5, 4-2 Big 12)
into a third-place tie with
Kansas State (15-4, 4-2 Big 12)
and Oklahoma in the confer-
ence standings, it also ended
the Wildcats’ six-game road
winning streak and gave the
squad back-to-back losses for
the first time this season.  The
six-game winning streak in
road games dated back to last
season and was the longest
such streak since February
2010.

Iowa State scored an oppo-
nent-high 73 points and
knocked down 11-of-22 from
3-point range in the game,
while Kansas State connected
on 50.9 percent of its field
goals (28-of-55), including 64
percent (16-of-25) in the sec-
ond half.  However, the
Cyclones controlled the glass,
out-rebounding the Wildcats,
35-28, and posting an 18-2
advantage in second-chance
points.  The squad is now 1-4
on the season when being out-

rebounded, while they are 14-0
when posting a rebounding
edge.

In a game that saw nine lead
changes and four ties, the
Wildcats had numerous
chances at end the homecourt
streak, taking a 53-51 advan-
tage with 9:08 to play on a lay-
up by senior Martavious Irving
and holding a 56-55 edge with
7:31 to go on 3-pointer by jun-
ior Shane Southwell. 

However, the Cyclones
always seem to have the right
answer, as junior Chris Babb
gave the squad the lead for
good at 57-56 on a lay-up with
7:13 remaining.  The Babb shot
ignited an 8-0 run by Iowa
State, which pushed the lead to
63-56 with just 5:28 to go. 

Junior Will Spradling gave
the Wildcats’ one-last push
with his fourth 3-pointer to
close the gap to 68-65 with just
over two minutes play.  But the
team could get no closer, as the
Cyclones knocked down 3-of-4
free throws, including a pair by
Clyburn, and Korie Lucious
made a lay-up down the stretch.

Spradling rebounded from
his scoreless effort against
Kansas on Tuesday to post a
team-high 15 points on 5-of-8

field goals, including 4-of-5
from 3-point range.  Senior
Rodney McGruder tallied dou-
ble-digit points for the 10th
straight game with 13 points
and a team-high seven
rebounds in 40 minutes of
action, while Southwell added
11 points on 5-of-11 shooting.
He has double-figure points in
four of the last five games.
Sophomore Angel Rodriguez
registered nine points and a
team-best eight assists with
zero turnovers.  He now has 25
assists to just three turnovers in
his last three games.

Clyburn paced four
Cyclones in double figures,
including two with double-digit
rebounds, with his 24 points on
8-of-16 field goals and 10
rebounds.  Freshman Georges
Niang scored 15 points on 6-of-
11 field goals, while Tyrus
McGee and Lucious added 11
and 10 points, respectively.
Lucious, the transfer from
Michigan State, also dished out
a game-high eight assists in the
win.

K-State closed the first half
on a 12-2 run to take a 27-26
lead at halftime.  The Wildcats
were down as many as nine in
the opening half before the run,
which included five points
from McGruder and four from

11/13 Kansas State Falls At Iowa State, 73-67

K-State Sports Information
AUSTIN, Texas – K-State

built a nine-point lead midway
through the first half, but Texas
used a combination of interior
scoring a cold shooting by the
Wildcats to record its first win
in league play this season, 59-
40, on Saturday at the Erwin
Center. The 40 points were a
season-low for the Wildcats
this season.

K-State (12-8, 3-5 Big 12)
was led by Brittany Chambers
with 15 points, three rebounds,
three assists and three steals.
The product of Jordan, Minn.,
reached double digits for the
19th time this season and the
93rd time in her career. She has
led K-State in scoring 13 times
this season and 53 times in her
career. During the game,
Chambers became the sixth
player in Big 12 history and the
third in school history to
achieve 1,700 career points,
700 career rebounds and 300
assists.

Joining Chambers in double
digits on Saturday was Bri
Craig with 10 points. The
freshman from Lincoln, Neb.,
has reached double figures in
nine games this season.

The Wildcats were 8-of-35
from behind the three-point
line for the afternoon. K-State
suffered through an 0-of-13
stretch, which spanned the first
and second halves before Bri
Craig carded a three from the
corner with 8:48 to play in the
second half.

Texas (8-11, 1-7) was paced
by Nneka Enemkpali and Imani
McGee-Stafford with 20 and 18
points, respectively. Enemkpali
finished with her ninth double-
double of the season, as she
pulled in 16 rebounds.

The Wildcats built a nine-
point first half lead, 22-13, with
7:56 to play as Chambers con-
nected on a pair of three-point
field goals on consecutive pos-
sessions to push the Wildcats
into its largest lead of the first
stanza.

Texas narrowed the K-State
lead to two, 26-24, at the half.
The Longhorns used an 11-4
run to close out the opening

half. Highlighting the Texas
rally was Enemkpali with six
points.

Texas strung together an 18-
3 run to open the second half to
take a 42-29 lead with 11:00 to
play. The Wildcats were held
without a made field goal for
over 10 and a half minutes dur-

ing the Texas run.
The Longhorns would build

a 15-point lead twice during the
second half. After the first 15-
point Texas lead, 49-34 with
6:28 to play, the Wildcats nar-
rowed the game to 11 after
Haley Texada and Chambers
hit three-point field goals. The

Longhorns put the game away
with its second 15-point lead of
the game.

K-State shot 4-of-27 (.148)
from the field in the second half
and 3-of-16 from the three-
point line. The second half field

WomenFalls To Texas 59-40
K-State Sports

Information
MANHATTAN, Kan. -

Kansas State University
President Kirk Schulz, who
has served on the NCAA
Board of Directors since
July, has been unanimously
appointed to the NCAA
Executive Committee,
President Mark Emmert has
announced.

The Executive Committee
is the highest governance
body in the NCAA and is
composed of institutional
chief executive officers that
oversee Association-wide
issues. The committee is
charged with ensuring that
each division operates con-
sistently with the basic pur-
poses, fundamental policies
and general principles of the
Association.

"President Schulz's sup-
port and passion for inter-
collegiate athletics will be
invaluable to the Executive
Committee," Emmert said.
"He will bring the proud tra-
ditions of both the Big 12
Conference and Kansas
State to the highest govern-
ing body in the NCAA. I
look forward to working
with him to improve the
experience for our student-
athletes."

Schulz has served on the
Division I NCAA Board of
Directors, which is made up
of presidents or chancellors
from institutions in each of
the association's 11 confer-
ences, and will continue to
fulfill his current four-year
term in this role, ending in
August 2016.

"President Schulz has
proven himself as an out-
standing educator and a tal-
ented leader," said Big 12
Commissioner Bob
Bowlsby. "These capabili-
ties are regularly demon-
strated in our Big 12 meet-
ings and the NCAA has
quickly recognized what an
asset he will be on the
Board.  We are proud of
President Schulz and grate-
ful for his willingness to
service at the national
level."

The board of directors is
charged with responsibili-
ties like electing institutions
to Division I membership,
overseeing the Academic
Progress Rate and
Academic Performance
Census, and assuring gender
and ethnic diversity in the
leadership structure.

"President Schulz has
provided terrific leadership
for Kansas State University
and the Big 12 Conference
while also making an imme-
diate impact during his first
year as a member of the
NCAA Division I Board of
Directors," K-State Director
of Athletics John Currie
said. "Strengthening the
interconnectivity between
intercollegiate athletics and
campus communities
through his role on the
NCAA Board and Executive
Committee is a key compo-
nent to K-State to becoming
a Top 50 public research
university by 2025."

Since his arrival at
Kansas State University in
2009, Schulz has spearhead-
ed visionary campus-wide
goal-setting to move K-
State forward to be recog-
nized as a Top 50 public
research university by 2025.
In 2012 alone his adminis-
tration saw the university hit
several records. Fundraising
by the Kansas State
University Foundation hit a
record $121 million, and
enrollment set a record last
fall with 24,378 students.
Such achievements led
Schulz to receive the 2012
Chief Executive Leadership
Award from the Council for
the Advancement and
Support of Education.

Under his leadership, the
university continues to grow
in athletics and academics.
A new $18 million basket-
ball practice facility opened
this year, and construction
continues on the new West
Stadium Center at Bill
Snyder Family Stadium.
Moreover, faculty
researchers brought in
record levels of extramural
funding.

Schulz Named To NCAA
Executive Committee

Barnes Mercantile/Antique Mall
Barnes, Kansas

Mon. thru Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Antiques, General Store, Grocery Items

3995 The
Works

Motorcraft oil and filter change, rotate and inspect four
tires, inspect brake system, test battery, check air and cabin
filters, check belts and hoses. Top off all fluids.

Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra. Expires 60 days
from 12-1-12.

Dick Edwards Ford Lincoln Mercury
7929 E. Highway 24, Manhattan, 785-776-4004
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AMES, Iowa – Senior Will

Clyburn collected a double-
double, including a game-high
24 points, as Iowa State extend-
ed its homecourt winning
streak to 18 games with a 73-67
win over No. 11/13 Kansas
State before 14,376 fans at
Hilton Coliseum.

The win not only pulled
Iowa State (14-5, 4-2 Big 12)
into a third-place tie with
Kansas State (15-4, 4-2 Big 12)
and Oklahoma in the confer-
ence standings, it also ended
the Wildcats’ six-game road
winning streak and gave the
squad back-to-back losses for
the first time this season.  The
six-game winning streak in
road games dated back to last
season and was the longest
such streak since February
2010.

Iowa State scored an oppo-
nent-high 73 points and
knocked down 11-of-22 from
3-point range in the game,
while Kansas State connected
on 50.9 percent of its field
goals (28-of-55), including 64
percent (16-of-25) in the sec-
ond half.  However, the
Cyclones controlled the glass,
out-rebounding the Wildcats,
35-28, and posting an 18-2
advantage in second-chance
points.  The squad is now 1-4
on the season when being out-

rebounded, while they are 14-0
when posting a rebounding
edge.

In a game that saw nine lead
changes and four ties, the
Wildcats had numerous
chances at end the homecourt
streak, taking a 53-51 advan-
tage with 9:08 to play on a lay-
up by senior Martavious Irving
and holding a 56-55 edge with
7:31 to go on 3-pointer by jun-
ior Shane Southwell. 

However, the Cyclones
always seem to have the right
answer, as junior Chris Babb
gave the squad the lead for
good at 57-56 on a lay-up with
7:13 remaining.  The Babb shot
ignited an 8-0 run by Iowa
State, which pushed the lead to
63-56 with just 5:28 to go. 

Junior Will Spradling gave
the Wildcats’ one-last push
with his fourth 3-pointer to
close the gap to 68-65 with just
over two minutes play.  But the
team could get no closer, as the
Cyclones knocked down 3-of-4
free throws, including a pair by
Clyburn, and Korie Lucious
made a lay-up down the stretch.

Spradling rebounded from
his scoreless effort against
Kansas on Tuesday to post a
team-high 15 points on 5-of-8

field goals, including 4-of-5
from 3-point range.  Senior
Rodney McGruder tallied dou-
ble-digit points for the 10th
straight game with 13 points
and a team-high seven
rebounds in 40 minutes of
action, while Southwell added
11 points on 5-of-11 shooting.
He has double-figure points in
four of the last five games.
Sophomore Angel Rodriguez
registered nine points and a
team-best eight assists with
zero turnovers.  He now has 25
assists to just three turnovers in
his last three games.

Clyburn paced four
Cyclones in double figures,
including two with double-digit
rebounds, with his 24 points on
8-of-16 field goals and 10
rebounds.  Freshman Georges
Niang scored 15 points on 6-of-
11 field goals, while Tyrus
McGee and Lucious added 11
and 10 points, respectively.
Lucious, the transfer from
Michigan State, also dished out
a game-high eight assists in the
win.

K-State closed the first half
on a 12-2 run to take a 27-26
lead at halftime.  The Wildcats
were down as many as nine in
the opening half before the run,
which included five points
from McGruder and four from
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K-State Sports Information
AUSTIN, Texas – K-State

built a nine-point lead midway
through the first half, but Texas
used a combination of interior
scoring a cold shooting by the
Wildcats to record its first win
in league play this season, 59-
40, on Saturday at the Erwin
Center. The 40 points were a
season-low for the Wildcats
this season.

K-State (12-8, 3-5 Big 12)
was led by Brittany Chambers
with 15 points, three rebounds,
three assists and three steals.
The product of Jordan, Minn.,
reached double digits for the
19th time this season and the
93rd time in her career. She has
led K-State in scoring 13 times
this season and 53 times in her
career. During the game,
Chambers became the sixth
player in Big 12 history and the
third in school history to
achieve 1,700 career points,
700 career rebounds and 300
assists.

Joining Chambers in double
digits on Saturday was Bri
Craig with 10 points. The
freshman from Lincoln, Neb.,
has reached double figures in
nine games this season.

The Wildcats were 8-of-35
from behind the three-point
line for the afternoon. K-State
suffered through an 0-of-13
stretch, which spanned the first
and second halves before Bri
Craig carded a three from the
corner with 8:48 to play in the
second half.

Texas (8-11, 1-7) was paced
by Nneka Enemkpali and Imani
McGee-Stafford with 20 and 18
points, respectively. Enemkpali
finished with her ninth double-
double of the season, as she
pulled in 16 rebounds.

The Wildcats built a nine-
point first half lead, 22-13, with
7:56 to play as Chambers con-
nected on a pair of three-point
field goals on consecutive pos-
sessions to push the Wildcats
into its largest lead of the first
stanza.

Texas narrowed the K-State
lead to two, 26-24, at the half.
The Longhorns used an 11-4
run to close out the opening

half. Highlighting the Texas
rally was Enemkpali with six
points.

Texas strung together an 18-
3 run to open the second half to
take a 42-29 lead with 11:00 to
play. The Wildcats were held
without a made field goal for
over 10 and a half minutes dur-

ing the Texas run.
The Longhorns would build

a 15-point lead twice during the
second half. After the first 15-
point Texas lead, 49-34 with
6:28 to play, the Wildcats nar-
rowed the game to 11 after
Haley Texada and Chambers
hit three-point field goals. The

Longhorns put the game away
with its second 15-point lead of
the game.

K-State shot 4-of-27 (.148)
from the field in the second half
and 3-of-16 from the three-
point line. The second half field

WomenFalls To Texas 59-40
K-State Sports

Information
MANHATTAN, Kan. -

Kansas State University
President Kirk Schulz, who
has served on the NCAA
Board of Directors since
July, has been unanimously
appointed to the NCAA
Executive Committee,
President Mark Emmert has
announced.

The Executive Committee
is the highest governance
body in the NCAA and is
composed of institutional
chief executive officers that
oversee Association-wide
issues. The committee is
charged with ensuring that
each division operates con-
sistently with the basic pur-
poses, fundamental policies
and general principles of the
Association.

"President Schulz's sup-
port and passion for inter-
collegiate athletics will be
invaluable to the Executive
Committee," Emmert said.
"He will bring the proud tra-
ditions of both the Big 12
Conference and Kansas
State to the highest govern-
ing body in the NCAA. I
look forward to working
with him to improve the
experience for our student-
athletes."

Schulz has served on the
Division I NCAA Board of
Directors, which is made up
of presidents or chancellors
from institutions in each of
the association's 11 confer-
ences, and will continue to
fulfill his current four-year
term in this role, ending in
August 2016.

"President Schulz has
proven himself as an out-
standing educator and a tal-
ented leader," said Big 12
Commissioner Bob
Bowlsby. "These capabili-
ties are regularly demon-
strated in our Big 12 meet-
ings and the NCAA has
quickly recognized what an
asset he will be on the
Board.  We are proud of
President Schulz and grate-
ful for his willingness to
service at the national
level."

The board of directors is
charged with responsibili-
ties like electing institutions
to Division I membership,
overseeing the Academic
Progress Rate and
Academic Performance
Census, and assuring gender
and ethnic diversity in the
leadership structure.

"President Schulz has
provided terrific leadership
for Kansas State University
and the Big 12 Conference
while also making an imme-
diate impact during his first
year as a member of the
NCAA Division I Board of
Directors," K-State Director
of Athletics John Currie
said. "Strengthening the
interconnectivity between
intercollegiate athletics and
campus communities
through his role on the
NCAA Board and Executive
Committee is a key compo-
nent to K-State to becoming
a Top 50 public research
university by 2025."

Since his arrival at
Kansas State University in
2009, Schulz has spearhead-
ed visionary campus-wide
goal-setting to move K-
State forward to be recog-
nized as a Top 50 public
research university by 2025.
In 2012 alone his adminis-
tration saw the university hit
several records. Fundraising
by the Kansas State
University Foundation hit a
record $121 million, and
enrollment set a record last
fall with 24,378 students.
Such achievements led
Schulz to receive the 2012
Chief Executive Leadership
Award from the Council for
the Advancement and
Support of Education.

Under his leadership, the
university continues to grow
in athletics and academics.
A new $18 million basket-
ball practice facility opened
this year, and construction
continues on the new West
Stadium Center at Bill
Snyder Family Stadium.
Moreover, faculty
researchers brought in
record levels of extramural
funding.

Schulz Named To NCAA
Executive Committee

Barnes Mercantile/Antique Mall
Barnes, Kansas

Mon. thru Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Antiques, General Store, Grocery Items

3995 The
Works

Motorcraft oil and filter change, rotate and inspect four
tires, inspect brake system, test battery, check air and cabin
filters, check belts and hoses. Top off all fluids.

Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra. Expires 60 days
from 12-1-12.

Dick Edwards Ford Lincoln Mercury
7929 E. Highway 24, Manhattan, 785-776-4004

2-7-13.

10th ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE
Join us in Richmond & Haven, KS

Columbia, MO & Glenwood, IA
For the Lowest Prices of the Year!

Call for FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-374-6988

www.qualitystructures.com

Friday, March 15th 8AM-6PM
Saturday, March 16th 8AM-6PM

Sunday, March 17th 1-5PM

Refreshments will be Served
Prizes and Giveaways All Day!

•Residential

•Equestrian

•Agricultural 

•Commercial

Like us on 
facebook

2012 NFBA 
Building of 
The Year

 

 

 

Manhattan, Kan. – February 
25, 2013) – Tim McDonald 
announced today that Flint 
Hills Christian School (FHCS) 
was granted AdvancED School 
Accreditation from the 
AdvancED Accreditation Com-
mission, the national commis-
sion that confers the North 
Central Association Commis-
sion on Accreditation and 
School Improvement (NCA 
CASI) accreditation seal.  This 
means the school is accredited, 
and that Flint Hills Christian 
School is recognized across the 
nation as a quality school.

The accreditation process 
involves three ongoing compo-
nents:  1) meeting high quality 
standards; 2) implementing a 
continuous process of improve-
ment; and 3) engaging in qual-

ity assurance through internal 
and external review.  The sys-
tem’s accreditation is for a five-
year term with regular monitor-
ing of progress and reporting 
occurring during the term.

“School Accreditation as con-
ferred by the AdvancED 
Accreditation Commission pro-
vides Flint Hills Christian 
School a nationally-recognized 
mark of quality for our school,” 
shared Tim McDonald, FHCS 
administrator.  “It demonstrates 
to our community our commit-
ment to excellence, our open-
ness to external review and 
feedback, and our desire to be 
the best we can be on behalf of 
the students we serve.”

Dr. Mark Elgart, President/
CEO of AdvancED, stated, 

“AdvancED School Accredita-
tion is a rigorous process which 
focuses the entire school on the 
primary goal of creating life-
long learners. Flint Hills Chris-
tian School is to be commended 
for engaging in this process and 
demonstrating a commitment 
to continuous improvement.”

Parents and interested commu-
nity members can learn more 
about the School Accreditation 
Process at www.advanc-ed.org. 
###

About AdvancED and NCA 
CASI
Dedicated to advancing excel-
lence in education through 
accreditation, research, and 
professional services, 
AdvancED is the world’s larg-
est education community, serv-

ing and engaging 30,000 public 
and private schools and school 
systems in more than 70 coun-
tries and serving over 16 mil-
lion students.  AdvancED is the 
parent organization of the North 
Central Association Commis-
sion on Accreditation and 
School Improvement (NCA 
CASI), Northwest Accredita-
tion Commission (NWAC) and 
the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Council 
on Accreditation and School 
Improvement (SACS CASI).

NCA CASI is a non-govern-
mental, voluntary association 
of nearly 10,000 public and 
private elementary and second-
ary schools throughout the 
world.

Flint Hills Christian School Awarded 
AdvancED School Accreditation
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News from Spring Arbor 
University

SPRING ARBOR, MI 
(02/21/2013)(readMedia)-- 
Spring Arbor University is 
pleased to announce students 
from the area who are on the 
Fall 2012 Academic Honors 
List. The Academic Honors 
List recognizes full-time stu-
dents who have received a 
grade point average of 3.7 or 
higher for the semester. Part-
time students must receive a 
3.7 GPA for the semester and 

carry a cumulative 3.7 GPA.

Students from the area are 
listed below with their full 
name, hometown, class, major 
and parents (if supplied by stu-
dent):

Peter Ramundo, of Manhat-
tan, a Junior majoring in His-
tory. Ramundo . Son of Bruce 
and Rosemary Ramundo

Peter Ramundo, of Manhat-
tan, a Junior majoring in His-
tory. Ramundo . Son of Bruce 

and Rosemary Ramundo

Spring Arbor University is a 
private, four-year Christian lib-
eral arts university located 
eight miles west of Jackson, 
Mich. With total enrollment 
around 4,200, the University is 
affiliated with the Free Meth-
odist Church of North America 
and is accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission.

For more information con-
tact: Julie Tison, (517) 750-
6641, julie.tison@arbor.edu

Document Resources, Inc. 
has again received the AAA 
Certification from the National 
Association for Information 
Destruction (NAID). All Docu-
ment Resources locations, 
including the local Manhattan 
facility, are AAA certified. This 
is the highest level of certifica-
tion possible. 

Document Resources is a 
Kansas based information secu-
rity company specializing in 
shredding, secure record stor-
age, electronic media storage, 
and e-waste management. The 
certification is for paper mate-
rials, computer hard drives, and 
non-paper media using both 
mobile (onsite) and plant based 
(offsite) processes. Document 
Resources is the only Kansas-
based and -owned entity to be 
AAA certified in all of these 

categories, and offers multiple 
certified destruction locations.

NAID grants the AAA certi-
fication based upon a compre-
hensive set of criteria that is 
independently audited. The 
audit process includes reviews 
of policy and procedures, 
employment records and gen-
eral operations, in addition to 
thorough review of facility 
security, monitoring systems, 
destruction equipment and 
access control systems.

“We are honored to again be 
nationally recognized,” David 
Kreller, President of Document 
Resources, said. “Be it paper 
goods, hard drives, or non-
paper media such as CD’s, 
DVD’s, VHS tapes, and com-
puter tapes, we have the most 
comprehensive set of certified 

destruction options using either 
onsite or offsite methods.”

Established in 1998, Docu-
ment Resources provides com-
prehensive, secure shredding, 
record storage, electronic media 
storage and e-waste services to 
businesses and individuals 
throughout all of Kansas. With 
facilities in Manhattan, Salina, 
Wichita, and Hays, Document 
Resources offers the most certi-
fied destruction facilities in 
Kansas. 

Focusing on premier security 
and affordable pricing, no proj-
ect is too large or too small. For 
more information, contact Terri 
Vipond or Brandon Weber at 
785-537-1222.

“Bushwackin’ the Jayhawks 
along a Civil War Border”

Sunday March 3, 2:00 p.m.
Manhattan Public Library
Brian Craig Miller will dis-

cuss how people living along 
the Kansas-Missouri border 
worked and survived during 
the Civil War. Let-ters and 

diary entries tell how residents 
lived, dressed, prepared for 
battle, and worked on a daily 
basis during the Civil War and 
how they rebuilt their shattered 
lives once the war ended.

Brian Craig Miller is an 
assistant professor of history at 
Emporia State University. He 

edits the journal, Civil War 
History. This program is made 
possible by the Kansas Human-
ities Council and sponsored by 
Riley County Genealogical 
Society.

This program is free and 
open to the public.

Topeka, KS – On Monday, 
February 11, 2013, K-ACTE 
hosted its annual Day at the 
Capitol event at the Statehouse.  
CTE students and educators 
from across the state took part.  
The day started with a welcome 
from KACTE President, Rus-
sell Plashka, of Marmaton Val-
ley, and the Kansas Commis-
sioner of Education, Diane 
DeBacker.  Afterwards, partici-
pants showcased their schools 
and programs, answering ques-
tions for legislators, lobbyists, 
and other visitors to the build-
ing.  At 11AM, the group 

viewed the House of Represen-
tatives session from the gallery.  
At 1:30PM, the group sat in the 
Senate Education Committee 
meeting, where they heard tes-
timony on the preliminary 
effectiveness of Senate Bill 155 
passed last session consisting 
of – student tuition for juniors 
and seniors to gain postsecond-
ary CTE credit while still in 
high school, transportation 
costs if there is a need within a 
school district, marketing 
efforts for CTE, and incentives 
for high schools for students 
receiving industry recognized 

credentials in high demand 
careers.  The future potential 
for tiered secondary funding 
for CTE was also discussed.  At 
2:30PM, the group viewed the 
Senate session from the gal-
lery.

 
Manhattan High School did 

take part in this event.  Dawn 
Lindsley, CTE Coordinator, 
and Taylor Warner, a CTE stu-
dent and member of FCCLA 
(Family, Career, & Community 
Leaders of America) manned a 
booth at the showcase.  While 
there, they were able to meet 

and talk with one of our area 
Representatives, Sydney Car-
lin, and the Kansas Commis-
sioner of Education, Diane 
DeBacker, KSDE Assistant 
Director of CTE, Jay Scott, and 
KSDE Business Program Con-
sultant, Kirk Haskins.  They 
also worked with other students 
from across the state, entering 
offices and passing out infor-
mation to over half of the Rep-
resentatives and Senators at the 

Capitol throughout the morn-
ing.  During this time, they 
were about to speak with one of 
our area Senators, Tom Hawk, 
and briefly speak with Cham-
ber of Commerce President, 
Lyle Butler, who was also pres-
ent as well as another great 
supporter of CTE in the state of 
Kansas, Senator Steve Abrams.

 The Kansas Association of 
Career & Technical Education 
(K-ACTE) represents more 

than 400 members involved in 
the delivery of Career & Tech-
nical Education (CTE) at the 
secondary and postsecondary 
levels in Kansas.  This group is 
affiliated with the Association 
of Career & Technical Educa-
tion (ACTE), a national organi-
zation composed of more than 
27,000 CTE professionals 
across the United States.

Local students make Spring Arbor
University’s Academic Honors List

Local Paper Shredding 
Company Announces Facility 
Recertification

Career & Technical Education In The Spotlight
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SELF STORAGE
(785)313-7777

Protection You Can Count On!

4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503

Landmark
Now offering Uhaul trucks and trailers

Landmark-Selfstorage.com

View rates and pay online at Emove.com

BVy Travis Perry 
Kansas Watchdog

OSAWATOMIE — The
Kansas Capitol is a conduit for
digital information, but some
apparently missed the memo.

Must have gotten lost in all
that paperwork.

Lawmakers and their staffs
send bills electronically. They
correspond via email and
instant messages, tweeting and
posting news instantaneous-
ly. Yet these same technofiles
spend some $478,000 annually
in taxpayer money on, uh,
paper.

They spend so much, in fact,
the state could buy a Google
Nexus 7 tablet for every elected
official, with an extra 2,200 of
the devices to hand-out or rent
as-needed.

Won’t happen, says Jeff
Russell, director of Legislative

Services.
The annual legislative print-

ing bill includes materials,
printing and labor costs, which
is down from about $750,000
several years ago.

But still …
Legislative bills make up the

bulk of the expense, Russell
said, followed by daily calen-
dar booklets for the state House
and Senate. But while bills may
at least gather dust in a drawer
for the duration of a legislative
session, the calendar booklets
have a much shorter lifespan —
measured in days, if not hours.

Stop by the document room
in the bowels of the Capitol and
step back in time, to a day
when paper reigned and the
smallest computers encom-
passed rooms the size of a foot-
ball field.

Visitors are greeted with

Paperweight: Kansas Legislature Are Low-Tech
stacks upon stacks of small
booklets detailing the daily
agendas of lawmakers in both
legislative chambers.

The same information is
available online. Just Google it.

Russell couldn’t say just how
much of this outdated paper-
work is trashed — or recycled
— each day, but it’s hard to
believe  it’s kept around for
sentimental reasons.

Chris Simons, deputy direc-
tor of Facilities and Property
Management, doesn’t have the
answer. Waste and recycling
contractor Deffenbaugh
Industries handles the job.

It’s supposed to, anyway.
Kansas Watchdog contacted

Deffenbaugh vice president
Tom Coffman about Capitol
recycling statistics, but
Coffman did not respond to the
request.

Russell said the paper is
more important to lobbyists,
media and other Capitol visi-
tors than it is to lawmakers.

“What I never want to do is
run out of information that peo-
ple need to attend a hearing that
day,” Russell said.

Google it?
The state has not yet devised

a practical distribution system
for those not directly plugged-
in to the Capitol’s network.
After all, he noted, it’s barely
practical for the Capitol itself.

The Legislature has experi-
mented with paperless commit-
tees in the past but has met with
little success.

“I do find as soon as those
committees are over with peo-
ple are scrambling back to their
printers and their offices and
printing out a lot of what was
paperless,” Russell said.

By Amy Payne
The Heritage Foundation has

released the following state-
ment:

America’s heritage of immi-
gration has fueled our nation’s
strength and diversity, yet our
immigration system has
become so politicized and dys-
functional that it causes untold
personal tragedies, strains the
fiscal capacity of public servic-
es in many states, and prevents
many from pursuing the
American Dream. Complex,
comprehensive legislation

based on back-room deals
never works, and the Senate
immigration proposal
announced this week and
echoed yesterday by President
Obama—to the extent that it
repeats the mistakes of the
past—will further polarize
Americans, fail to solve the real
policy problems, and make
matters worse.

Immigrants come to our
country for freedom and eco-
nomic opportunity. We are con-
cerned that many aspects of the
framework for comprehensive

Heritage Statement on Immigration
reform will undermine the very
foundations that make for
America’s exceptional success.
Policymakers should refrain
from committing to such broad
statements before the actual
legislative language is avail-
able for public review. A pro-
posal that would grant individ-
uals who are in this country
illegally a pathway to citizen-
ship violates the rule of law and
is unfair to those who have
obeyed our immigration laws.

The Heritage Foundation
believes that America’s immi-

gration system must be
reformed through an open and
public step-by-step, problem-
solving approach that unites
Americans and creates a sys-
tem that welcomes immigrants,
protects our sovereignty,
encourages assimilation, and
expands opportunities for
everyone. Once such common-
sense reforms are in place and
working, lawmakers can deter-
mine how to respond in a fair,
compassionate, and constitu-
tional way to those who have
come to our country illegally.

By Johnny Kampis 
Missouri Watchdog

JEFFERSON CITY – Gov.
Jay Nixon has pledged $150
million in additional money for
public education, but his fiscal
2014 budget makes plenty of
assumptions about legislative
action, which could cut some of
that funding.

Calling children the state’s
“first priority,” Nixon said his
budget includes $100 million
more for K-12 schools, $34
million more for higher educa-
tion and an additional $17 mil-
lion for early childhood educa-
tion.

Nixon’s comments came
during his state-of-the-state
address Monday night.

But his budget includes a lot
of presumed moves by the
Missouri General Assembly,
some of which – especially an
expansion of Medicaid – prob-
ably won’t happen.

Nixon anticipates more than
$46 million in tax revenue and
medical savings resulting from
a Medicaid expansion, $52 mil-
lion from a period of amnesty
for people to pay overdue
taxes, $56 million from elimi-
nating a tax break for low-

income renters, and $10 million
from a proposed law that hopes
to spur the collection of sales
taxes on online purchases.

His nearly $8.3 billion budg-
et includes the $900 million in
federal dollars the state would
get next fiscal year for opting
into the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act’s
Medicaid provision.

The Democratic governor
laid out his case for agreeing to
accept federal dollars that
would boost Medicaid cover-
age to families making 138 per-
cent of the poverty level, or
$32,000.

The move is expected to
increase the Medicaid rolls in
Missouri by some 300,000 in
the long-term.

If Missouri doesn’t opt into
the plan, he said, its tax dollars
would pay for Medicaid expan-
sions in other states.

“The people of Missouri
deserve to see their tax dollars
come back to their communi-
ties,” he said, drawing cheers
and standing ovations from the
Democrats to his left in the
House chamber and crossed
arms from the Republicans on
the right.

Mo. Gov. Makes Bold Medicaid Assumptions
Nixon briefed the media on

his plan before his address.
When asked how he would
respond to GOP criticism of his
assumptions, Nixon replied,
“They make assumptions, also.
We all make assumptions.”

Republicans were quick to
denounce any talk of expand-
ing Medicaid in the Show-Me
State.

In his post-address response,
Republican House Speaker Tim
Jones said putting additional
tax dollars into Medicaid,
which he

JONES: The House Speaker
says during his post-address
response that Republicans will
not agree to Nixon’s Medicaid
plan. (Photo Tim Bommel)

called a “broken system,”
doesn’t make financial sense.

He described the expansion
plan as “the governor’s call to
expand the welfare state.”

“It’s a call that has come
courtesy of Obamacare and
Washington, D.C.,” Jones said.
“It’s a call the Republican-led
Legislature will not answer.”

The state would have to kick

in $431 million during the first
five years (none in the first
three) if Medicaid were
expanded, and certainly some
of the $8.4 billion in federal
dollars for Missouri would
come from taxpayers. If the
new Medicaid program were
fully phased in, Missouri would
pay a 10 percent share begin-
ning in 2020.

Nixon said his plan would
include a sunset provision that
would roll back the Medicaid
expansion “if Washington
doesn’t honor its financial com-
mitment,” drawing some heck-
lers.

The governor and the
Legislature would have to
make some cuts to balance the
budget if Medicaid isn’t
expanded and some of the other
assumed budget-building
actions aren’t taken by law-
makers.

Budget Director Linda
Luebbering told reporters in an
afternoon briefing on the budg-
et she wasn’t sure how they
would proceed in that case.

“I can’t tell you how they
would come up with off-setting
cost reductions elsewhere,” she
said.

For Rent
Three or four bedroom
apartment. Furnished with
stove, refrigerator, washer,
bed, dresser, living room
couch. All bills paid. 412
South 10th St. #1, Manhattan
$1,030 per month.
Section 8 welcome. 

Call
785-556-1694

By Patrick B. McGuigan |
CapitolBeatOK

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
state of Oklahoma will have
$170 million more in revenue
this year than last, but state
agencies have asked for $1.4
billion in increases.

And Rep. T.W. Shannon, the
state’s freshly minted speaker
of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives, says he’ll be
pressing for cuts in business
franchise fees and personal
income taxes.

What will he say to state
agencies looking for big budget
increases?

“We are not going to meet
that, I assure you,” the Lawton
Republican said in an interview
with CapitolBeatOK.

Shannon listed his top three
goals for the session, which
begins Monday, Feb. 4 with
Gov. Mary Fallin’s State of the
State address: reforming man-
agement of state assets, includ-
ing possible sale of some
assets; tax reform; and workers
compensation reform.

“If we’re going to keep some
things, we want to make
responsibility clearer and more

focused. We’ve identified six
agencies or boards that have a
role in management of
resources. Some of that makes
sense, but we’re looking to
involve private industry experts
in how we might do that better.

“In some ways, it’s like —
for most of government
resources and assets — we’re
doing business like we did with
roads and bridges 25 years ago;
there’s some politics or other
factors that keep us from really
evaluating needs. There are dif-
fering priorities that might not
make sense if you don’t look at
things broadly.

“Second, on tax reform, our
ideas are not limited to the
income tax. We will be working
on the franchise tax as well. I
want to send a message to busi-
ness that we want to them to
stay here or come here. I think
it would be a very positive mes-
sage along those lines to elimi-
nate one tax-funding source.

“Third, of course, workers
comp we’ve talked about for
many years. To be honest,
we’ve reformed it, reformed it
and reformed it, but we don’t
have lower [comp insurance]
rates yet. So, I think we’ve not

yet had real workers comp
reform. There is some debate
about administrative reforms,
and we’re looking closely at
NCCI [National Council on
Compensation Insurance] data
to see if the projected savings
from an administrative system
are quantifiable. “

Shannon believes state gov-
ernment is too big. As for
reducing spending or “right-
sizing” government, he com-
mented, “I would l like to cap
agency fees. Over the last four
or six years, if I remember
right, we’ve had some fees for
some government programs or
licenses go up 46 percent.
That’s money that is coming
out of the taxpayers’ pockets.
I’m not really sure that, in all of
those cases, those decisions
should be made by unnamed
bureaucrats.

“My Appropriations &
Budget chairman (Scott Martin,
a Norman Republican) is in the
process of identifying specifics
we can undertake, to toe the
line in spending.”

Pressed specifically on tax
reduction, Speaker Shannon
said, “I am being cautious not

to make a decision based on, or
tied to, just to this year’s budg-
et. So, on the franchise fee cuts
we’re looking for Fiscal Year
2015 implementation. Getting
tied in with the current year is
where things went south last
year.

“I think that to make
progress on an income tax cut,
David Dank’s work is critical.
We don’t get rid of all the cred-
its or incentives, but there’s
room for reform.” Rep. Dank
proposed a mix of factors to
consider in deciding on possi-
ble elimination of business
incentives and exemptions.

That framework would man-
date audits or other means to
assess the effectiveness of cred-
it/exemptions in provoking
economic growth that would
not otherwise have occurred,
make future credits subject to
sunset provisions and allow
robust audits by the office of
the auditor and inspector.

In the end, a mix of statutory
and constitutional proposals to
put Dank’s changes into effect
did not make it through the
2012 session.

Oklahoma Will Have $170 Million More

And though it has gotten bet-
ter as younger legislators begin
to populate the chambers, the
technological adoption rate has
proven difficult. The state
introduced laptops to legisla-
tors about a decade ago, he
said, but “a lot of them simply
used them as paperweights.
They were literally afraid of the
things.”

Salina Republican and fresh-
man Rep. J.R. Claeys said
while the fear hasn’t complete-
ly subsided, older lawmakers
are settling in with new forms

of technology. Most of the
aversion was due to transparen-
cy concerns and proper use of
technology rather than the
device itself, he added. And
while Russell may have doubts
about a paperless future for the
Capitol, Claeys said he sincere-
ly hopes it becomes a reality.

“The amount of paper that I
find on my desk, and the
amount that ends in my waste-
basket is criminal,” Claeys
said. “The amount of printing is
obscene, and it’s wasteful.”

 

 

 

Kansas State Bank
A Part of Your Community

myksb.com
MEMBER FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 

Manhattan—Westloop | ATM on site
1010 Westloop Place
785-587-4000
Manhattan—Downtown | ATM on site
555 Poyntz Avenue
785-587-4000 
Junction City | ATM on site
6th & Webster
785-762-5050 

Manhattan—Aggieville | ATM on site
1101 Bluemont Avenue
785-587-4000 
Manhattan—East Hwy 24 | ATM on site
Highway 24 & Green Valley Road
785-587-4000 
Wichita | ATM on site
Kellogg & Maize Road
316-722-6665

Branches

Manhattan
800 Tuttle Creek 
Tuttle Creek and Kimball
Varney’s Bookstore
Riley County Treasurer’s Office

Ogden
Riley Street
Junction City
18th and Jefferson
522 East Chestnut

ATMs

By Ron Wilson, director of
the Huck Boyd National
Institute for Rural
Development at Kansas
State University.

“Extra!  Extra! Read all
about it!” That was the cry
of the newsboys of yester-
year, when newspapers
would put out special edi-
tions with breaking news.
Today we’ll learn about a
Kansan who got his start in
the newspaper business in
just that way, and developed
his family’s paper into one
of the leading newspapers in
the state. 

Dolph Simons Jr. is chair-
man and editor of the World
Company, which publishes
the Lawrence Journal-World
and other newspapers. He
comes from a long line of
pioneering Kansans.

One of his ancestors – the
widow of his great-grandfa-
ther – came to Kansas to
homestead after the Civil
War. She moved to a sod
house near the rural commu-
nity of Jetmore, which now
has a population of 933 peo-
ple. Now, that’s rural. Here,
this brave woman raised
five children on the wilder-
ness of the Kansas plains.

One of her sons, W.C.
Simons, was home-schooled
and spent a few years in a
Salina school.  After work-

ing briefly in St. Joseph,
Missouri, in December
1891, W.C. journeyed by
horse and buggy from St.
Joe to Lawrence, Kansas
where he and two partners
started a newspaper.

“There were seven news-
papers in Lawrence at the
time,” Dolph said. “They
started the eighth.  W.C. was
twenty years old. They start-
ed with $50 in capital.”

In 1892, they published
the first edition of the
Lawrence World which
would join with many other
newspapers through the
years.

“Over the decades, as
many as 50 or so newspa-
pers merged into what is
now the Lawrence Journal-
World,” Dolph said. W.C.
Simons was joined in the
business by his son Dolph
and his grandson Dolph Jr.,
who started his 60-plus
years with the paper as a
carrier.

On Dec.7, 1941, all the
Simons family members
were at W.C.’s home for
their weekly Sunday dinner.
A news flash came over the
radio that Pearl Harbor had
been attacked. “We’re put-
ting out an extra,” the older
newspapermen said. The
younger Dolph was 11 years
old.

“Dad gave my brother and
I each a whistle,” Dolph
said. “We went out on the
streets and started selling
the extra edition.” It was his
first direct introduction to
the world of journalism. “I
was hooked.”

Dolph grew up in the
business. After graduation
from KU, he worked abroad
as a reporter for the London
Times and later the
Johannesburg Star in Africa.
He then came back to
Lawrence and worked his
way up through the family
newspaper business, now
known as the World
Company.  He became pres-
ident of the company in
1969 and editor of the paper
in 1978.

“News is my first love,”
Dolph said. “I like to write.”
He oversees the staff and
still writes a weekly editori-
al.

In 1979, Dolph talked to
Allen Neuharth of the
Gannett company which
was developing the idea of a
nationally distributed news-
paper: USA Today.  

“I told him, if you want to
have a print site in the mid-
dle of the U.S., I’d love to
have a shot at it,” Simons
said. “I promised to have the
best print site of any non-
Gannett print site in the
country.”  Today Gannett
has 32 print sites around the

Dolph Simons Jr. - Journal World 

Adoption
ADOPTION Working Dad

(future stay at home) Mom
wishes to adopt a precious
newborn. Promises to provide
unconditional love. Expenses
paid. Call Eileen and Andy 1-
800-941-3158

Adoption
ADOPTION: Fun loving,

happily married professional
couple will share lifetime of
love, security and happiness
with your newborn. Expenses
paid. Call Kim and Hugh 1-
888-331-9844.

For Sale
WALK-IN BATHTUBS.

Lowest Prices Guaranteed. All
New Top Quality 2Ó Step In,
Eliminate Fear of Falling. Call
for Details, 800-813-3736

Help Wanted
ÒCan You Dig It?Ó Heavy

Equipment Operator Training!.
3 Wk Hands on Program.
Bulldozers, Backhoes,
Excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement Asst. w/ National
Certs. VA Benefits Eligible -
866-362-6497

Help Wanted
Check out exciting jobs with

Kansas Hospitals at
KSHealthJobs.net. Search
openings in your specialty and
location - and get hired! FREE
TO JOB SEEKERS!

Help Wanted
Drivers OTR DRIVERS

Sign On Bonus $1,000 - $1,200
Up to 45 CPM Full-time
Positions with Benefits! Pet
Policy O/OÕs Welcome!
deBoer Transportation 800-
825-8511

www.deboertrans.com

Help Wanted
GROENDYKE TRANS-

PORT, INC- Regional/OTR
drivers needed out of our
Wichita Terminal.  Must be 23
years of age with CDL, will
work with you on tanker and
haz mat endorsement.
Excellent benefits package and
Safety Bonus program as well
as 401K program.  $65K year
plus with and good home time.
Please call 800-445-8711 or
check us out on the web and fill
out application at

Classified...
www.groendyke.com.

Help Wanted
R&D Tech (degreed),

Wastewater Operator, Pallet
Mechanic-Red Barn Pet
Products- Great Bend, KS.
Growing company, competitive
compensation package. LOVE
DOGS? Send resume: clau-
dia@redbarninc.com EOE

Help Wanted
ÒYou got the drive, We have

the DirectionÓ OTR Drivers
APU Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-
pass passenger policy. Newer
equipment. 100% NO touch. 1-
800-528-7825

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: NO EXPERI-

ENCE?  Class A CDL Driver
Training. We train and Employ!
Central Refrigerated (877) 369-
7885 www.centraltruckdriv-
ingjobs.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Exp. Flatbed Drivers:

Regional opportunities now
open with plenty of freight &
great pay! 800-277-0212 or
primeinc.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
TSI Kansas, Inc. seeks qual-

ified Flatbed Drivers Two years
experience, Clean MVR,
Positive Attitude Employer
paid BC/BS, Paid
Holidays/Vacations, Matching
401(k) Call Recruiting 785-
632-5183 ext.233

Misc.
AIRLINES CAREERS -

Become an Aviation
Maintenance Tech. FAA
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing avail-
able. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-248-7449.

Misc.
ATTEND COLLEGE

ONLINE from Home.
*Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality.
Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certi-
fied.  Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

nation. Dolph has been true
to his word.

Page design is done in a
newsroom in northern
Virginia and transmitted by
satellite to Lawrence and
other print sites around the
nation. Press time begins at
10:30 p.m. Then the new
edition of the papers is dis-
tributed regionally, from
Des Moines down to
Oklahoma.

Dolph is very involved in
his community and has
received many honors. As
president of the Kansas
Press Association, he was
the fourth KPA president
who was son of a former
president.

“Extra! Extra! Read all
about it!” That was the cry
of the newsboys of yester-
year, and that was how
Dolph Simons Jr. got his
start. We commend Dolph
Simons Jr. and all those
involved with the World
Company for making a dif-
ference with their long-term
commitment to the newspa-
per industry. Success has
come through “extra” effort.

And there’s more.  Can a
newspaper co-exist with a
cable television company?
We’ll explore that next
week.

Audio and text files of
Kansas Profiles are avail-

able at
http://www.kansasprofile.co
m. For more information
about the Huck Boyd
Institute, interested persons
can visit http://www.huck-
boydinstitute.org.
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Huck Boyd Institute,

interested persons can visit
http://www.huckboydinsti-
tute.org.

Kansas Profile – Now That’s Rural

“Bushwackin’ the Jayhawks along a 
Civil War Border

Peace Forum will include 
multiple speakers engaging the 
audience in discussions on the 
peaceful process.

WHAT: The Manhattan 
Rotary Club and the Manhattan 
Konza Rotary Club will co-
host the Peace Forum complete 
with in-depth conversations on 
peace and conflict resolution.

• Keynote addresses from 
Mary Jean Eisenhower, grand-
daughter of President Eisen-
hower and CEO of People to 
People International and Phil J. 
Silvers, past director of Rotary 
International.

• Peace Forum topics are:
• Student and citizen 

exchange
• Humanitarian assistance
• Peace and conflict resolu-

tion studies
• Peace and conflict resolu-

tion in local schools and com-
munities

• Advocacy and community 
mobilization

• Diplomatic and military 
peacekeeping efforts

• Community service abroad
Please visit www.manhattan-

rotary.org for more information 
on this event.

This event is co-sponsored 
by the Kansas State University 
School of Leadership Studies 
and nine other Rotary Clubs in 
District 5710 (Atchison, Gard-
ner, Junction City, Downtown 
Topeka, Shawnee, Overland 
Park, Lawrence, Shawnee Mis-
sion, Lawrence Central).

WHEN: Saturday, February 
23, 2013 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

WHERE:  School of Lead-
ership Studies Building at Kan-
sas State University

103 Leadership Studies 
Building, Manhattan, KS, 
66506

Parking will be available in 
the lot west of the building. 
Maps and driving       directions 
can be found at www.k-state.
edu/maps/.

COST:  $25 for student reg-
istration (ages 25 and younger), 
$50 for others

MEDIA CONTACTS: Ike 
Ehie and Debra Rodenbaugh 
Schaub – 785.317.3162 or 
iehie@ksu.edu and dar83wu@
gmail.com.

Local Rotary Clubs to Host 
Peace Forum

See the back issues of the 
Manhattan Free Press at

manhattanfreepress.com
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service
• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!

Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full
weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

http://www.dremmanhattan.com/

CALL 537-7701

Now Leasing 1-4 Bedrooms

R E A L  E S T A T E M A N A G E M E N T

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

2049 Ft. Riley Blvd., Manhattan, KS

TTaayy lloorr ’’ss FFaammii llyy HHaaiirr CCaarree
All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday Thru Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or Marianne

4A

Big 12 Women’s Standings
Team Big 12 Overall
Baylor 8-0 18-1
Texas Tech 6-2 14-4
Oklahoma 5-2 15-4
Iowa State 5-3 14-4
Oklahoma State 4-2 15-3
Kansas 3-4 12-6
Kansas State 3-5 12-8
West Virginia 3-5 11-8
Texas 1-7 8-11 
TCU 0-7 7-11

Big 12 Men’s Standings
Team Big 12 Overall
Kansas 7-0 19-1
Baylor 5-1 14-5
Kansas State 4-2 15-4
Iowa State 4-2 14-5
Oklahoma 4-2 13-5
Oklahoma State 3-3 13-5
Texas Tech 2-5 9-9
West Virginia 2-5 9-11
Texas 1-5 9-10
TCU 0-7 9-11

See Faye Taylor, Marissa Pultz 

DUANE L. McKINNEY
Broker-Appraiser-Inspector

APPRAISALS, SALES,
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

116 S. 4th St, Suite 2
Manhattan, Ks 66502

_________________________
Phone: 785 776-1010

Fax: 785 539-1026
E-Mail: manreal@kansas.net

Manhattan Realty Services

Kansas State Men’s
Basketball Schedule / Results

Kansas State Women’s
Basketball Schedule / Results

W, 66-63
L,  57-71
W, 72-53
W, 65-62

L,  52-68
W, 78-69

L,  83-60
L,  87-57
W, 80-54
W, 60-45
L, 72-63
W, 59-58
L, 59-50
L, 66-52
L, 90-69
W, 57-54
W, 76-70
L, 59-40

vs Notre Dame
at UNLV

W, 67-61
W 52-44
W 70-50
W 73-67
W 65-64
W 65-64
W 67-54
W 69-60
L 59-55

W, 79-55

W, 87-26

W, 74-55

W, 81-61
W, 81-51
W, 85-52

W, 68-57
W, 75-42
W, 62-54
W, 89-55
W, 62-47
W, 67-63
W, 64-57
W, 48-43
W, 68-54
L, 50-52

Team  Big 12  Overall
Baylor  16-0 27-1
Iowa State  10-5 19-6
Texas Tech  10-5 20-7
Oklahoma  9-7 19-9
West Virginia  9-7 17-10
Oklahoma State  8-7 19-7
Kansas  7-8 16-10
Kansas State  4-12 13-15
Texas  4-12 11-16
TCU  1-15 8-19

Team  Big 12  Overall
Kansas  12-3 24-4
Kansas State  12-3 23-5
Oklahoma State  10-4 20-6
Oklahoma  9-5 18-8
Iowa State  9-6 19-9
Baylor  7-7 16-11
West Virginia  6-8 13-14
Texas  4-10 12-15
Texas Tech  2-13 9-17
TCU  1-13 10-17
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Wildcats Dropped by 
Cyclones on Saturday 
Chambers and White combine for 
35 points on Saturday

 

 

 

K-State Sports Information

MANHATTAN, Kan. – Kansas 
State’s senior duo of Brittany 
Chambers and Mariah White 
again teamed up to register a 
large combined point total, but 
Iowa State had four players in 
double figures to defeat the 
Wildcats on Saturday in Bram-
lage Coliseum, 69-50. This was 
K-State’s third straight loss.

K-State (13-14, 4-11 Big 12) 
saw Chambers and White com-
bine for 35 of the Wildcats’ 50 
points on Saturday. In the first 
meeting against Iowa State this 
season in Ames, Chambers and 
White set the school record for 
combined points by two team-
mates with 59 points. 

Chambers registered a game-
high 18 points, reaching double 
digits in scoring for the 25th 
game this season and the 99th of 
her career. The native of Jordan, 
Minn., also added seven 
rebounds, four assists and a steal 
to her final stat line. With her 
seven rebounds, Chambers 
moved into eighth on the K-State 
career rebounds list with 782. 
Her four assists moved her into 
ninth on the school’s career 
assists list with 325.

White notched 17 points on 
6-of-10 shooting, four assists, 
three rebounds and three steals. 
The product of Midwest City, 
Okla., has reached double digits 
in points six times this season, 
all in Big 12 play. She has four 
games in double digits in the 
month of February.

Iowa State (19-6, 10-5) was 
paced by senior Anna Prins with 
18 points. A pair of Cyclones 
recorded double-doubles, as 
senior Chelsea Poppens notched 
14 points and 11 rebounds and 
junior Hallie Christofferson 
carded 12 points and 10 
rebounds.

Iowa State dashed out to a 22-7 
lead to begin the game, as the 
Wildcats were 2-of-12 from the 
field, including 1-of-10 from 
beyond the arc. The Cyclones’ 
lead was bolstered by a 10-0 run 
over a five-minute stretch, as 
Poppens tallied eight of the 10 
points during the run.

After K-State cut the Iowa State 
lead to 10, 22-12, with 9:16 to 
play in the first stanza, Iowa 
State proceeded to end the half 
on a 15-5 run to hold a 39-17 
lead at the half. The Cyclones 
shot .484 (15-of-31) from the 
field in the first half, while the 

Wildcats were .185 (5-of-27).

Kansas State was able to shake 
off the rust from the first half 
and cut Iowa State’s lead to 15, 
52-35, as the Wildcats used a 
10-2 run midway through the 
second half. White registered 
consecutive layups to help 
K-State close to within 15.

The momentum from K-State’s 
rally was short-lived, as Iowa 
State answered with an 8-0 run 
to boost its lead to 24, 62-38, 
with 7:15 remaining. Nicole 
Blaskowsky jump-started the 
Cyclones’ run with consecutive 
three-point field goals.

For the game, the Wildcats shot 
.315 (17-of-54) with a .444 field 
goal percentage in the second 
half. K-State tallied a 15-10 
edge in points off turnovers, 
forcing the Cyclones into 13 
turnovers. Iowa State shot .456 
from the field (26-of-57) and 
outrebounded K-State, 42-26.

Kansas State will return to the 
road on Tuesday, as the Wild-
cats visit West Virginia for a 6 
p.m. (CT), tipoff at the WVU 
Coliseum. The game will be 
available on the K-State Sports 
Network and for free on 
kstatesports.com.

K-State Women’s Basketball was defeated by Iowa State 69-50.

K-State Woman’s Basketball had their annual Play 4Kay game Saturday, February 23rd.

K-State Women’s Basketball’s Senior Day is this Saturday at Bramlage Coliseum. 

Heidi Brown moves in for the  lay up in an attempt to put a dent in Iowa State’s lead.

Readers average 36,000 
hits per month on the 
Manhattan Free Press 
web site. The complete 
newspaper can be read 

each week or you can look 
at back issues.

manhattanfreepress.com

Photos by by Ashley Wells and Tonya Rickleff
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MANHATTAN, Kan. –. Thom-
as Gipson scored a season-high 
20 points, as No. 13 Kansas 
State defeated Texas Tech, 
75-55, to remain atop of the Big 
12 Conference standings. After 
K-State trailed 42-44, the Wild-
cats went on a tear and used a 
33-11 scoring run to pull away 
from the Red Raiders to notch 
their 23rd win of the season. 

Apart from Gipson, Angel 
Rodriguez (16), Nino Williams 
(11) and Rodney McGruder (10) 
each finished the night in dou-
ble-digit scoring, marking the 
fourth-straight conference game 
that the Wildcats have had four 
players score in double figures. 

The Wildcats (23-5, 12-3) got 
off to a slow start to open the 
first half as K-State went back 
and forth with the Red Raiders 
(9-17, 2-13) for most of the 
opening stanza as the game saw 
four lead changes and one tie in 

the first half. Thomas Gipson 
led both teams in scoring at the 
half with 10 to go along with 
four boards. A buzzer beater 
from the corner by McGruder 
gave K-State a 31-30 lead at the 
break. 

The second half saw much of 
the same as the first half, before 
the Wildcats turned it around 
defensively after forcing a shot 
clock violation on the Red Raid-
ers. K-State then went on a 9-0 
run fueled by Williams, who 
scored all nine points during 
that run. Free throws were a big 
reason for the success in the 
second half as the Wildcats went 
10-of-11 (90.9 percent) from the 
free-throw line. 

Despite missing senior Jordan 
Henriquez, K-State was able to 
outmuscle Texas Tech, especial-
ly in the inside, outgaining the 
Red Raiders on points in the 
paint 44-26. Gipson picked up 
the slack on the glass, pulling 
down a game-high eight 

rebounds. Once again, the Wild-
cats dominated the Red Raiders 
on the boards, as they doubled 
up Texas Tech, 41-20, in total 
rebounds. 

With the victory, K-State’s 
senior class of McGruder, Hen-
riquez and Martavious Irving 
became the winningest class in 
school history. It marked the 
97th K-State win in their time 
on the team and the trio is the 
fourth straight senior class to 
post 90 or more wins.

Monday night’s win also was 
the 300th victory for the Wild-
cats in Bramlage Coliseum. 
Since the Wildcats moved into 
Bramlage on Nov. 26, 1988, 
K-State is 300-97. 

K-State will be back in action 
on Saturday when the Wildcats 
visit Baylor at the Ferrell Center 
in Waco, Texas. The game can 
be seen live on the Big 12 Net-
work at 7 p.m. and heard on the 
K-State Sports Network.
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Brittany Chambers (22) is determine to get to the basket on this play.

Chantay Caron (11) puts up a shot.

Photos byBen Brake

K-State Sports Information
MANHATTAN, Kan. -

Aided by a school record-
performance from behind
the 3-point line, Kansas
State upset No. 12/11
Oklahoma State, 76-60,
Wednesday night at
Bramlage Coliseum in over-
time. The win ended a two-
game homecourt skid for the
Wildcats and was the first
overtime win for the
Wildcats since defeating
No. 9/8 Texas A&M, 71-69,
on Jan. 4, 2012.

K-State (12-7, 3-4 Big
12), playing with only seven
active players, saw four
players reach double digits
in scoring led by 2013 All-
America candidate Brittany
Chambers with a game-high
26 points, including 19 in
the first half to jump start
the Wildcats. With her point
total, the senior from
Jordan, Minn., passed
Laurie Koehn (2001-05;
1,733) on the K-State career
scoring list with 1,747
points.

Chambers led a K-State
attack from beyond the arc
that tallied a school record
16-of-41 for the night. The
16 makes set the school
mark, the Bramlage
Coliseum record and ranks
tied for ninth in Big 12 his-
tory for three-point field
goals made in a game.
Chambers was responsible
for six and moved into sec-
ond place in school history
and a tie for second in Big
12 history for three-point
field goals made in a career
with 287.

Joining Chambers in dou-
ble figures were sophomore
Haley Texada with 15

points, Mariah White with
11 and Heidi Brown with a
career-high 10 off the
bench. Texada pulled in
seven rebounds, dished out

five assists and pocketed
four steals. White dished out
five assists and tallied a K-
State season-high and a
career-best seven steals.  

Haley Texada (1) goes for a lay up.

The winner K-State team leaves the court.

Mariah White (22) mades a cut for the basket.

Brittany Chamber (22) makes a back-handed pass.

Brittany Chambers (22) looks for the cutter.

K-State Upsets No. 12/11 Oklahoma State

Oklahoma State (14-3, 3-
3) was led by Toni Young
with 22 points and nine
rebounds. Reigning Big 12
Freshman of the Week

Brittney Martin carded 15
points and five rebounds.

Oklahoma State built a
five-point lead in the first
half, 40-35, with 3:14
remaining. The lead was
achieved on an 8-0 run by
the Cowgirls, highlighted by
a three from Lindsey Keller
and Liz Donohoe. The
Cowgirls shot .654 from the
field in the opening stanza.

K-State climbed back into
the lead with consecutive
three-point field goals by
Chantay Caron and White
for a 41-40 lead with 2:16
remaining. A pair of free
throws with under a minute
to play by Chambers gave
K-State a 43-42 halftime
lead.

The Wildcats then raced
out of the locker room to
open the second half with
four straight 3-point field
goals to build their largest
lead at 55-44 with 14:56 to
play. White registered con-
secutive three-pointers to
propel the Wildcats into the
lead.

After Oklahoma State
closed the K-State lead to
two, 56-54, with 7:29 to
play on a Martin jumper, K-
State strung together five
straight points to pull ahead
by seven, 61-54, with 4:20
to play.

The Cowgirls charged
back into the contest with
Martin draining eight
straight points to tie the
game at 61-61 with 1:39 to
play. After the teams
exchanged empty posses-
sions, Texada recorded a
steal and layup to give the
Wildcats a 63-61 lead with

26 seconds to play. Tiffany
Bias answered with two of
her four points with a runner
in the lane with six seconds
remaining to tie the game. A
last-second layup attempt
by White was off the mark
and the game went to over-
time.

In the extra session, the
teams held each other score-
less until 2:36 remained and
Chambers tallied her sixth
3-point field goal of the
night. Young brought
Oklahoma State back to
one, 66-65, but Craig cut
behind the defense and
scored a layup with 1:43 to
play.

K-State’s defense held
strong on the next OSU pos-
session and Brown regis-
tered a decisive three with
55 seconds remaining to
give K-State a 71-65 lead. A
pair of Brown free throws
and a Texada steal and layup
gave the Wildcats a 75-68
lead with under 20 seconds
to play. Young made a layup
for the Cowgirls with under
10 seconds to play and
Chambers converted one of
two free throws with four
seconds left.

The Wildcats pocketed 16
steals for the night and card-
ed 22 points off of 18
Oklahoma State turnovers.
This was the 15th game this
season K-State has recorded
10 or more steals in a game.

Gipson, Wildcats Dominate Red Raiders, 
75-55

Angel Rodriguez gets contested under the basket.

DJ Johnson gets a little physical trying to block a shot.

Shane Southwell takes advantage of a slam dunk opportunity.

Thomas Gipson makes a hook shot over Texas Tech Dejan Kravic.
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