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Priceless 

Take One

Tuesday night the Manhattan City
Commission approved $20 million in
Industrial Revenue Bonds for
CivicPlus to build a new building at
the corner of  4th and Pierre.

The City Commission received this
Memo telling about the package
approved by the Commission:

ICON Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a
CivicPlus is engaged in the business of
developing, designing, and managing
community engagement systems that
use advanced technology to connect
people with government. The compa-
ny specializes in cost-effective website
solutions for public sector clients.
CivicPlus has won more than 250 web-
site awards for its clients, including the
Center for Digital Government’s Best
Fit Integrator Award of 2009. Founded
in 2001, CivicPlus now serves more
than 1,000 cities, counties, and other
entities throughout North America and
Australia.  

CivicPlus is projecting nearly 40%
growth in 2012 based on a steadily
growing stream of both one-time rev-
enue from professional services and
committed recurring revenue from
software clients. The client base has
grown by 285% since 2008, despite a
weakened economy during that period,
which is indicative of the strong prod-
ucts and value offered by the company.
CivicPlus needs to significantly
expand its workforce and office space
to respond to the growing demand for
its services and products. The compa-
ny is currently renting space at 317
Houston St. and has purchased a build-

Economic Development Agreement is
also attached (Attachment 8). 

The proposed Economic
Development Agreement obligates the
City to facilitate a 10 year partial prop-
erty tax exemption for real and person-
al property acquired or constructed
with IRB proceeds. The tax exemption
will not apply to the first floor of any
new structures or for any portions of
land, buildings, or equipment used for
purposes other than the direct corpo-
rate business. Therefore, any portions
of the building that are used for resi-
dential units or leased for retail, restau-
rant, or other commercial space will
not qualify for abatement. In addition,
the company has agreed to make the
first floor ineligible for abatement,
ensuring that the existing tax base will
be preserved or will grow, despite par-
tial tax abatement. The current
appraised value of the land and build-
ing on the proposed expansion site is
$453,000. CivicPlus intends to make a
minimum investment of $8 million in a
new building. Since, at a minimum, the
first floor will not be abated, the tax-
able value of the property, even with a
partial abatement, is anticipated to
more than triple. The City received
$4,774 in property taxes from the
property in 2011. The City is anticipat-
ed to receive approximately $16,860
from the property once the project is
complete, even with partial tax abate-
ment.  

The forgivable loan will be paid in

ing at 121 S. 4th St. The building on
4th St. is being renovated to provide a
temporary office space solution to
accommodate new employees.
However, the company desires to build
a new multi-story facility at the south-
west corner of the intersection of 4th
St. and Pierre St. This will be a mini-
mum 50,000 square feet facility that
will house high-end office space for
CivicPlus, first floor retail/restaurant
space, and potentially some residential
loft apartment space.  

The company has submitted an
application for economic development
incentives to assist with this expansion
(Attachments 1 – 4). On May 1, 2012,
the City Commission considered the
proposed incentive package for
CivicPlus and approved advancing the
application for a second consideration
on May 15, 2012. 

DISCUSSION 
INCENTIVE PACKAGE: 
The proposed incentive package for

the Company includes a forgivable
loan of $750,000 and a commitment to
issue up to $20 million in Industrial
Revenue Bonds (IRBs) for the compa-
ny to construct a minimum 50,000
square feet office building in down-
town Manhattan (a preliminary build-
ing schematic is included as
Attachment 5). The specific details of
the incentive package are summarized
on the attached “Summary of
Proposed Incentive Agreement”
(Attachment 6) and the “Summary of
Estimated Financial Incentives”
(Attachment 7). The proposed

CivicPlus Gets Bonds

The Manhattan Appliance and Sleep Store will be moving if the new CivicPlus building is built.

Manhattan Area Technical College
occupied the new Hilton Garden Inn’s
main ball room all day Friday honoring
one group after another.  

Following a number of inspirational
speeches, the College awarded Dental
Hygiene pins to the inaugural graduat-
ing class of this now, two-year old pro-
gram.  After swapping out a room full
of family members and other onlook-
ers, the College repeated the process-
with the Practical Nursing and
Associate Degree Nursing students.  

Families watch video monitors as
their loved ones took the stage to move
from one level of nursing to the next in
these ceremonial rites of passage. 

Finally, inspired by a graduation
speech delivered by former Mayor
Bruce Snead, 144 students crossed the
stage to be congratulated by MATC
President,Dr Rob Edleston and Board
of Directors Chair, Marla Brandon.  

This time, every seat was filled wall
to wall with dozens upon dozens of
attendees standing around the perime-
ter just to get a glimpse of their gradu-
ate.  

This process will be repeated in
December with another group of
Nursing graduates, Electrical Linemen,
and a variety of others as the college
continues to grow and serve more of
the community year after year.

By Paul Soutar | KansasWatchdog
TOPEKA — The Kansas House on

Friday approved a controversial reso-
lution to condemn Agenda 21, a 20-
year-old United Nations statement
with implications for state, county and
local planning. 

House Resolution 6032 calls the UN
initiative “radical” and requires state
lawmakers to expose “its destructive-
ness to the principles of the founding
documents of the United States of
America.”

Opponents say the House resolution
is a right-wing distraction, but
three House Democrats voted for it
anyway. Vince Wetta, Wellington; Stan
Frownfelter, Kansas City; and Jerry
Williams, Chanute; joined the majority
in passing the HR 6032 by a vote of
76-41.

Ten House Republicans voted
against the resolution: Barbara Bollier,
Mission Hills; Bob Brookens,
Marion; Mike Burgess, Topeka; Don
Hill, Emporia; Don Hineman,
Dighton; Steven Johnson,
Assaria; Tom Phillips,
Manhattan; Charles Roth, Salina; Vern
Swanson, Clay Center; and Ron
Worley, Lenexa.

Supporters of the UN initiative say
Agenda 21 is necessary to avert cli-
mate change.

Rep. Dennis Hedke, R-Wichita and
the resolution’s sponsor, noted that
most U.S. citizens are unaware of the
agenda or the implications of what he
called a “massive attempt to restruc-
ture human activity on the planet.

“There is no other way to put it —
this is the most aggressive attack on
individual liberty and the foundations
of our country we have ever seen,”
Hedke said in the days leading up to
Friday’s vote.

Lured by the promise of federal
money, local governments around the
state already are committing resources
to planning in support of Agenda 21′s
sustainability goals. That trend has
produced a backlash.

County Commissioner Richard
Ranzau recently led an unsuccessful
effort to keep Sedgwick County from
participating in a federal regional plan-
ning grant linked to Agenda 21. He
told KansasWatchdog the House vote
was, “Another step in the right direc-
tion.”

But he also said it’s unlikely to make
a difference in Sedgwick County.

“Unfortunately local officials don’t
seem to care about the opposition to
Agenda 21, whether it’s from the
House or the Kansas people.”

Sedgwick County approved the
regional planning grant application in
September and the grant agreement in
April, both by a 3-2 vote with Ranzau
and fellow commissioner Karl
Peterjohn opposing.

The Wichita City Council voted 6-1
to April 17 to approve the grant agree-
ment. Council member Michael
O’Donnell cast the opposing vote.

Ranzau said he hopes the House
vote will help keep the topic in the
forefront of public discussion. “There’s
certainly been a lot more education on
this than when the session began,”
Ranzau said.

From the Kansas Legislature page
on HR6032:

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 76;
Nays 41; Present but not voting: 6;
Absent or not voting: 2.

Yeas: Alford, Arpke, Aurand,
Billinger, Boman, Bowers, Brown,
Bruchman, Brunk, Calloway, Carlson,
Cassidy, Collins, Crum, DeGraaf,
Denning, Donohoe, Fawcett,
Frownfelter, Garber, Goico, Gonzalez,
Goodman, Gordon, Grange, Gregory,
Grosserode, Hayzlett, Hedke,
Hermanson, Hildabrand, Hoffman, C.
Holmes, M. Holmes, Howell, Huebert,
Kelley, Kelly, Kerschen, Kiegerl,
Kinzer, Kleeb, Knox, Landwehr, Mast,
McLeland, Meigs, Mesa, Montgomery,
O’Brien, O’Hara, O’Neal, Osterman,
Otto, Patton, Peck, Powell, Prescott,
Proehl, Rhoades, Rubin, Ryckman,
Scapa, Schroeder, Schwab, Schwartz,
Seiwert, Shultz, Siegfreid, Smith,
Suellentrop, Tyson, Vickrey, Wetta,
Williams, B. Wolf.

Nays: Ballard, Bollier, Brookens,
Burgess, Burroughs, Carlin, Davis,
Dillmore, Feuerborn, Finney, Flaharty,
D. Gatewood, S. Gatewood, Grant,
Henderson, Henry, Hill, Hineman,
Johnson, Kuether, Lane, Loganbill,
Mah, McCray-Miller, Meier, Pauls,
Peterson, Phelps, Phillips, Roth, Ruiz,
Slattery, Sloan, Swanson, Tietze,
Trimmer, Victors, Ward, Winn, Wolfe
Moore, Worley.

Present but not voting: Bethell,
Colloton, Moxley, Pottorff, Spalding,
K. Wolf.

Absent or not voting: LeDoux,
Weber.

Phillips, Carlin Vote
Against Proposal

On Monday, May 14, 2012 the
City of Manhattan contractor, R.M.
Baril, will be closing the K-177 on-
ramp located north of the Union
Pacific Train Depot. The closure
will allow for the construction of a
pedestrian tunnel under the on-ramp
and is expected to remain closed
until late this summer. The pedestri-
an tunnel will provide access from
the new Manhattan Conference
Center and Flint Hills Discovery
Center to the Historic Union Pacific

about spending a Half Million
Dollars on a tunnel to no-where.
The City of Manhattan spent $1.4
million on the old depot (which cost
$9,000 to build originally.) but they
only have 28 parking spaces. 

They want people to park  on the
West side of the On-Ramp and take
the tunnel to the beautiful Depot for
meetings.

What does a City do when they
are $267 Million in Debt? They just
keep on keeping on. Tax and Spend.)

Train Depot located in the US-24/K-
177 interchange. Access to K-177 leav-
ing Manhattan will be accessible via
Pierre Street. Please exercise caution
while driving in the area. Your cooper-
ation during construction is appreciat-
ed.

Please contact, Wade Heim of Alfred
Benesch & Company, 785-539-2202 or
Brian Johnson, City of Manhattan,
785-587-2415, with any questions.

(Editor’s Note: But, we “neeeed” it,
the City of Manhattan says when ask

See CivicPlus page 3

But, we need it...

K-177 On-Ramp Closure

Manhattan Area Technical College
Holds 2012 Graduation Ceremony

Former Mayor Bruce Snead delivered an inspired graduation
speech to the 144 Students.
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University.

Her memberships include

the First United Methodist

Church, Order of Eastern Star,

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Auxiliary, American Legion

Auxiliary and Elks Lodge.

She was an avid bridge play-

er, loved to travel and spend

time with her family and

friends.

On December 24, 1946, in

Manhattan, she was married to

Ray Fortner.  Mr. Fortner pre-

ceded her in death on May 17,

2010.  She was also preceded in

F. Erma Fortner, age 87, of

Manhattan, died May 13, 2012,

at the Good Shepherd Hospice

House in Manhattan.

She was born November 29,

1924, in Corning, Kansas, the

daughter of Ray S. and Elva L.

(Brown) Wilkins.

Mrs. Fortner graduated from

Sabetha High School with the

class of 1941.

She was a homemaker and

the worked Federal Civil

Service at Fort Riley prior to

being an Assistant to the Dean

of Agriculture at Kansas State

death by her sister, Ethel

Norris.

Survivors include two chil-

dren: Coleen Esping and her

husband Wes of Olsburg, KS,

and Rex Fortner of Manhattan;

two grandchildren: Angie

Kelley and her husband Roger

and Amanda Esping; and two

great-grandchildren: Wesley

and Abigail Kelley.

Funeral services were held at

3:00 P.M. Wednesday at the

Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen

Funeral Chapel with her grand-

daughter Reverend Amanda

Esping officiating.  Interment

followed in the Sunrise

Cemetery in Manhattan.  The

family  greeted friends prior to

funeral service at the funeral

home.

Online condolences may be

left for the family through the

funeral home website at

www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

Memorial contributions may

be made to the Shriners

Hospital for Children.

Contributions may be left in

care of the Yorgensen-Meloan-

Londeen Funeral Home, 1616

Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,

Kansas 66502.

F. Erma Fortner

band, Daniel, Everett,

Washington; her sister, Virginia

Haffener and her husband, Sid,

Coffeyville; three grandchil-

dren, Alexander Schultz and

Angel and Zoey Bond.  LaVon

was preceded in death by her

father, Elmer Eichem and her

sister, LaVera  Hynek.

Funeral services were held at

11:00 a.m., Tuesday, May 15,

LaVon Marie Griffith, 67, of

Manhattan, Kansas, died

Saturday, May 12, 2012, at

Mercy Regional Medical

Center in Manhattan.  She was

a life-long resident of the area.

LaVon was born October 26,

1944, in Westmoreland,

Kansas, the daughter of Elmer

and Veneva Bosse Eichem.

She attended local schools and

graduated in 1962 from

Westmoreland High School.

LaVon was first and fore-

most a mother and homemak-

er.  She loved to prepare for

holiday seasons and meals.

She enjoyed knitting, crochet-

ing and craft projects.  She

worked for several years at the

Food Court in the Student

Union at K-State.  She also had

worked in the lunch room at

Marlatt Elementary School.

LaVon was a member of the

First Church of the Nazarene in

Manhattan and active in their

senior/adult group.

LaVon married Joseph F.

Griffith on August 11, 1975.

He preceded her in death on

March 15, 2005.

She is survived by her moth-

er, Veneva Eichem, Westmore-

land;  her two daughters, Lori

Schultz and her husband,

Bradley, Manhattan and

Kimberly Bond and her hus-

2012, at Campanella-Evans

Mortuary in Wamego.  Pastor

Patrick Weyrauch and Pastor

Linda Johnson officiated.

Burial will follow at Louisville

Cemetery.   Mrs. Griffith will

lie-in-state on Monday starting

at 2:00 p.m., where the family

will greet friends from 6:00

p.m. until 8:00 p.m.  They sug-

gest memorial contributions to

Relay for Life for breast cancer

research or First Church of the

Nazarene, and those may be

sent in care of the mortuary.

Online condolences may be

made at www.campanellafu-

neral.com

Lavon Marie Griffith

they were always his biggest

supporters during his life. 

He was preceded in death by

his father: James Edward May

and a grandmother: Dorothy

Knox.

Survivors include his moth-

er: JoAnn R. Sutton and step-

father: Greg Knox of the home;

Grandparents: Melvin &

Carolyn Krause of Geneva, NE

and Joseph Knox of Chapman,

KS; step sister: Nicole Knox of

Abilene, KS; aunt: Karen

(Krause) Ladman and her hus-

band Allen “Lud” of Wilber,

NE, a uncles: Brad Krause and

his wife Joline (Colfack)

Joshua Jon Krause, age 32,

died Saturday May 12, 2012 at

his home in Manhattan, Kansas

following an extended illness.

He was born on October 23,

1979 in Dallas, Texas the son of

JoAnn R. (Krause) Sutton.

Joshua was a big fan of

NASCAR, especially Dale

Earnhardt and he also enjoyed

fishing, playing video games,

playing pool and reading about

War History. He was a man of

few words and loved the com-

pany of his beagle, Rosco, a

true & faithful friend. He loved

being with his family and

friends, especially his Mom, as

Krause of Columbus, NE and

David Knox and Becky

(Grubbs) Knox of Navarre, KS;

cousins: Lisa (Ough) Hefner of

Wilber, NE, David Baxa and

Chad Baxa, both of Lincoln,

NE, Kelly Krause & Nicole

Krause of Austin, TX, Douglas

Taber of Abilene, KS and many

other family and friends.

Joshua’s family will receive

friends from 5:30 p.m. until

7:30 p.m. on Thursday May 17,

2012 at the Yorgensen-Meloan-

Londeen Funeral Home 1616

Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,

Kansas.

Memorial Services will be at

10:30 a.m. on Tuesday May 22,

2012 at the United Methodist

Church 942 H. Street, Geneva,

NE with Kim Dunker and Rev.

Diana Chapel officiating.

Inurnment will be at 2:30 p.m.

on Tuesday in the Geneva

Public Cemetery, Geneva, NE.

Memorial contributions may

be made to the Joshua Jon

Krause Memorial Fund in care

of the Yorgensen-Meloan-

Londeen Funeral Home 1616

Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,

Kansas 66502.

Online condolences may be

sent to the family through the

funeral home website at:

www.ymlfuneralhome.com. 

Joshua Jon Krause

Horton on December 12, 1972,

in Ocala, Florida.  He survives

at their home. 

Linda spent many years as a

military wife.  She and Joe

were stationed in numerous

stateside locations and also in

Germany.  After moving to

White City she was a cook at

the school.  Then she worked as

the Kitchen Supervisor for the

Riley County Law

Enforcement Center in

Manhattan.  She just recently

retired due to her health.  Linda

loved her family and especially

Linda Darlene Horton, 62, of

Junction City, Kansas, formerly

of White City,  died, Friday,

May 11, 2012, at Geary

Community Hospital in

Junction City.  She was a long-

time resident of the area.

Linda was born August 6,

1949 in Huntington, West

Virginia, the daughter of

Rockford and Lucille Downs

Moore.  She attended local

schools and graduated in 1967

from High School in Russell,

Kentucky.

Linda married Joseph G.

her grandchildren and was

always happy when she was at

the ocean.  She enjoyed fishing,

sewing and doing craft proj-

ects.

Linda is also survived by her

mother, Lucille Moore,

Orlando, Florida; her daughter,

Shannon Robertson and her

husband, Paul, White City; her

son, Scott Horton and his wife,

Carissa, Junction City; her sis-

ter, Sherri Fountain, Orlando,

Florida; her brothers, Myron

Moore and Dwight Moore,

both of Orlando; two grand-

children, Gregory Robertson

and Aiden Horton; two

nephews, Rockford Heather-

ington and Dustin Moore.  She

was preceded in death by her

father.

Private family memorial

services will be held for Linda

at a later date.  The family sug-

gests memorial contributions to

Homecare and Hospice in

Junction City, and those may be

sent in care of Campanella-

Evans Mortuary in Wamego.

Online condolences may be

made at www.campanellafu-

neral.com.

Linda Darlene Horton

ing up and then worked in food

service at Kansas State

University for 16 years, retiring

in 1992.

On August 2, 1953, in Diller,

Nebraska, she was married to

Kenneth D. Cordry.  Mr.

Cordry preceded her in death

on February 18, 2004.  She was

also preceded in death by one

brother, Dwaine Freitag.

Survivors include two chil-

dren: Gail L. Brown of Olathe,

Kansas, and Kevin D. Cordry

of Gilbert, Arizona; two grand-

sons: David Brown and his

Joyce D. Cordry, age 82, of

Manhattan, died May 15, 2012,

at Via Christi Village in

Manhattan.

She was born September 25,

1929, in Diller, Nebraska, the

daughter of George and Edith

(Greider) Freitag.  She graduat-

ed from Diller High School and

from Fairbury Junior College

in Education.

Joyce taught school for sev-

eral years prior to moving to

Manhattan in 1953.  She pro-

vided childcare in her home

while her children were grow-

wife Mary and Danny Brown

all of Denver, CO; and two sib-

lings: Mary Kunc of Salina,

KS, and Darrel Freitag of

Beatrice, NE.

Funeral services will be held

at 10:30 A.M. Saturday at the

Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen

Funeral Chapel with Reverend

Kevin Larson officiating.

Interment will follow in the

Valley View Memorial Gardens

Cemetery east of Manhattan.

The family of Mrs. Cordry

will receive friends from 7:00

until 8:00 P.M. Friday at the

Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen

Funeral Home.

Online condolences may be

left for the family through the

funeral home website at

www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

Memorial contributions may

be made to Parkinson’s

Foundation of the Heartland.

Contributions may be left in

care of the Yorgensen-Meloan-

Londeen Funeral Home, 1616

Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan, KS

66502.

Joyce D. Cordry

TTTaayy lloorr ’’ss   FFaammii llyy   HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday Thru Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or Marianne



abatement begins. If a property
meets this standard of eligibili-
ty, the City will limit the prop-
erty tax exemption to “property
used exclusively by the
Corporation for the Corporate
Business, and it shall not apply
to portions of land, buildings,
or equipment used for any
other purpose.” This provision
ensures that any space utilized
for restaurant, retail, residen-
tial, or other non-corporate
commercial uses will not quali-
fy for tax abatement. In addi-
tion, the company has agreed to
revised language that stipulates
that the first floor of any new
structure will not be eligible for
tax abatement, even if the com-
pany alters its plans and uses
the entire building for its cor-
porate purposes. Finally, if a
parcel does not have a building
(such as land used for parking),
the City will only abate the por-
tion of the value that exceeds
the appraised value from the
base year. These changes
ensure that the property will
always generate at least as
much property tax as it does
today, despite the partial tax
abatement.  

A question was raised about
why the cost-benefit analysis
shows a negative net benefit for
the City, USD 383, and Riley
County, in the early years of the
project. The cost-benefit for-
mula considers the value of the
tax abatement as a “cost.” It
also calculates a “cost” for lost
revenue that otherwise would
have been created through the
multiplier effect if additional
taxes were paid. City
Administration estimates that
approximately 80% of real
estate value will be abated;
therefore, that “cost” outweighs
the property taxes generated on
the remaining 20% of the value
and the other “benefits,” such
as sales taxes. Essentially, the
formula is showing the oppor-
tunity costs, rather than hard
costs, of not collecting the full
amount of property taxes.
However, since the project
would not occur if not for the
incentives, it is more accurate
to compare the “benefits” in the
model to the current condition.
In every year of the analysis,
the property taxes for each tax-
ing jurisdiction are projected to
exceed the amount currently
being generated by the proper-
ty.  Finally, some concerns
were raised about the impact of
the project on downtown park-
ing. City Administration and
the company did review park-
ing as part of this application.

issuer of the bonds, the City
simply acts as a financing con-
duit and incurs no legal obliga-
tion to make payments on the
bonds should the company
become unable to make the
payments. As part of the action
on May 15th, the Commission
is asked to conduct a public
hearing and approve a
Resolution of Intent
(Attachment 14) to issue the
bonds. Per the requirements of
state statute, notice of the hear-
ing was published in The
Manhattan Mercury on May 4,
2012, and official notices
regarding the tax abatement
were sent to Riley County and
USD 383. If the resolution is
approved, the next step for the
City Commission is to adopt an
ordinance issuing the bonds
and authorizing the Mayor and
City Clerk to execute the relat-
ed documents for the bond
issue. This will likely occur in
early 2013 to coincide with the
company’s construction sched-
ule. Subsequent bond issues
may be required in future years
depending on the company’s
growth needs.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT FUNDING 

CRITERIA: 
The company has provided

information to the City so that a
report could be generated for
the City Commission as
required by the economic
development funding process.
The attached “Economic
Development Funding
Application Report for ICON
Enterprises d/b/a CivicPlus”
(Attachment 11) scores the
Company’s application, in
accordance with the approved
economic development funding
process, based upon four major
factors: return on investment,
wages, community fit, and
employee benefits. (Note: This
report was revised following
the May 1, 2012, meeting in
order to reflect the full value of
the IRBs for the purpose of
conducting the public hearing,
as required by state statute).
Overall, the company received
a score of 13.2 out of a possible

15 points utilizing the econom-
ic development matrix.  

The City’s financial advisor,
Springsted, Inc., has performed
a risk assessment in regard to
the incentives agreement with
CivicPlus. Springsted’s review
was positive, and it states in
summary that, “ICON
Enterprises is in a strong posi-
tion to honor the financial obli-
gation to the City of
Manhattan. They meet or
exceed the standards within
their industry.” Springsted did
not perform an industry-specif-
ic risk analysis to determine the
strength/weakness of CivicPlus
in comparison to industry com-
petitors. However, the compa-
ny’s own internal risk analysis
(Attachment 12) indicates that
currently no competitors pose a
significant threat to the compa-
ny’s growth plans. 

RESPONSES TO QUES-
TIONS FROM MAY 1, 2012: 

The City’s economic devel-
opment funding process
requires that the City
Commission consider an appli-
cation at a minimum of two
City Commission meetings.
The first consideration was
held on May 1, 2012. Below
are responses to several ques-
tions and issues that were
raised. 

A concern was raised about
what would happen in the event
of a corporate buyout of the
company. This is addressed in
Section 10 of the economic
development agreement. The
agreement states that, “no party
shall delegate or assign this
Agreement or any rights or
duties hereunder (including by
the merger or consolidation of a
party with any third person)
without the prior, written con-
sent of the other.” It goes on to
say that the Agreement is bind-
ing upon successors and per-
mitted assigns of each party.
Therefore, if the company is
purchased by or merged with
another corporate entity, the
rights and responsibilities of
the agreement would transfer to
the new entity or relationship.  

The Commission expressed
a desire to ensure that all of the
taxing jurisdictions would
“remain whole” and not lose
any of the existing tax base due
to the abatement. Section 6 of
the economic development
agreement states that no prop-
erty will be eligible for tax
abatement until the appraised
value of that property exceeds
the appraised value from 2013,
the base year before the initial

four installments when vari-
ous performance indicators are
met. The loan will accrue inter-
est at a simple rate of 3% per
annum, but annual payments
will be forgiven if the company
meets performance targets for
capital investment, job cre-
ation, wage structure, and
employee benefits. Loan pay-
ments will be forgiven over ten
years. The details and payment
schedule for each loan install-
ment will be outlined in a
promissory note (Attachment
9), and the loan will be secured
by a personal guaranty of the
company’s Chief Executive
Officer, Ward Morgan, and his
spouse (Attachment 10).
Proceeds from the loan may be
used for any expenses related
to the company’s expansion in
Manhattan.  

Compliance percentages for
all four performance categories
will be reviewed on an annual
basis and averaged to deter-
mine an overall blended com-
pliance percentage. The blend-
ed percentage is used as a claw-
back provision to determine the
annual level of loan forgiveness
and tax abatement according to
a declining scale.  

INDUSTRIAL REVENUE
BONDS: 

The company has submitted
an application for up to $20
million in industrial revenue
bonds to finance the costs of
acquiring, constructing, and
equipping the company’s
downtown expansion project.
According to the terms of the
economic development agree-
ment, the company is obligated
to make a minimum capital
investment of $8.85 million by
December 31, 2014. The com-
pany is requesting additional
capacity to issue IRBs up to
$20 million to allow flexibility
for additional investment if
needed. The proposed expan-
sion building has not yet been
designed, and the company
may opt to add additional space
or quality of furnishings
depending on a variety of fac-
tors. 

Although the City is the

CivicPlus _________________________from page one

NewsNews 33AAMANHATTAN FREE PRESS - Thursday, May 17, 2012

3995 The
Works

Motorcraft oil and filter change, rotate and inspect four

tires, inspect brake system, test battery, check air and cabin

filters, check belts and hoses. Top off all fluids.

Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra. Expires 60 days

from 4-1-12.

Dick Edwards Ford Lincoln Mercury
7929 E. Highway 24, Manhattan, 785-776-4004

http://www.dremmanhattan.com/

CALL 537-7701

Now Leasing 1-4 Bedrooms

R E A L  E S T A T E M A N A G E M E N T

JBS Home Repair and Service
Licensed, Insured Contractor.

Specializing in maintenance and
repairs for Homes and Apartments.

No job too small.
Free estimates.
Veteran owned.

For Just Better Service,
Call 785-564-0364

T-5.

During his life, Harlan was

active in the 1st Methodist

Church, the Manhattan Men’s

Garden Club, the Riley County

Master Gardeners, the Solar

Kiwanis club for 48 years,

Mensa, and Phi Delta Kappa.

He enjoyed gardening at home

and on 5 acres of land north of

Manhattan, bridge with his

wife and visiting with his fami-

ly. Harlan was a voracious

reader all his life, and enjoyed

receiving books via the home-

bound services of the

Manhattan Public Library dur-

ing the final years of his life.

After his retirement, Harlan

and Betty traveled to Botswana

where they visited Brian in

1980 and attended Brian’s wed-

ding in 1990, to Ireland,

Scotland and Wales, and

Germany, among other visits to

Maryland, Pennsylvania,

California and Colorado to visit

relatives. They moved to

Meadowlark in the early 2000s,

after living on Virginia Drive

since 1961.

Funeral services were held at

1st United Methodist church,

612 Poyntz, Manhattan, KS at

11 am on Monday, May 14.

2012, with Reverend Andy

Hargrove officiating.

Visitation was held prior to the

funeral.  Burial was held at

2:30 pm on Tuesday, May 15 at

Isely Cemetery in Fairview,

KS.

In lieu of flowers, the family

requests donations to the home-

bound services at the

Manhattan Public Library or to

the Solar Kiwanis Club of

Manhattan. Contributions may

be left in care of the Yorgensen-

Meloan-Londeen Funeral

Home, 1616 Poyntz Avenue,

Manhattan, Kansas 66502.

Messages of condolence can

be left for the family through

the funeral home website locat-

ed at

www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

Harlan Jean Trennepohl, 89,

died May 8, 2012 at Mercy

Hospital of complications dur-

ing recovery from April sur-

gery. He resided at Wroten

House, Meadowlark, in

Manhattan, having lived in

Manhattan, Emporia, and

Fairview during his life. His

wife of 65 years, Betty Lou

Faulkender Trennepohl, his son

Brian Gilbert, his mother,

brother and sister predeceased

him. He is survived by a son

James Alan and his wife Karen

(of Ellicott City, MD), daughter

Jean Ann Trennepohl Post, her

husband Edward, son Sam and

grand daughter Ava Lynn (of

Denver, CO), and daughter-in-

law Njale Trennepohl, grand-

daughter Refilwe, and grand-

sons Oabone and Sedilame (of

Moshupa, Botswana). He is

also survived by his half-broth-

er Jeff Berry (of Emporia), sis-

ter-in-law Alberta Cousino (of

Michigan) and numerous

cousins and children of his

brother and sister.

Harlan spent his professional

life in education, first in

Emporia, KS as a teacher and

principal in several elementary

schools, having graduated from

Emporia State and receiving his

doctorate from the University

of Colorado; he also attended

Highland Junior College and

Georgetown University. He

retired in 1988 from Kansas

State University after 31 years

as a professor of elementary

education and social studies.

He was a visiting professor in

Seattle, Washington in 1969.

Many of his students remained

in touch with him after his

retirement. In 2010, he

received the Alumni of the Year

award at the 70th reunion of his

Fairview High School graduat-

ing class.

During WWII, Harlan served

his country in the US Army in

the European theater from

1943-1945 attaining a rank of

Harlan Jean Trennepohl
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The Board of County

Commissioners 

Of Riley County, Kansas 

The Regular meeting of the

Board of County

Commissioners met at the

Riley County Plaza East

Building May 7, 2012 with the

following members present:

Alvan Johnson, Chair; Dave

Lewis, Vice Chair; Karen

McCulloh, Member; and Rich

Vargo, County Clerk.  

8:30 Public Comment &

Business Meeting 

Johnette Shepek, Budget and

Finance Officer; Kevin Murray,

Chief Court Service Officer;

Debbie Regester, Register of

Deeds; Paul Foltz; Clancy

Holeman, Counselor/Director

of Administrative Services;

Rod Harms; Rod Meredith,

Assistant Public Works

Director/Parks Director; and

Mel Van Der Stelt attended. 

Murray said about 8 years

ago he found a small, empty

corner upstairs in the

Courthouse to place some exer-

cise equipment. Murray said he

did have permission from the

Chief Judge at the time. Murray

stated Leon Hobson’s com-

ments mentioned one individ-

ual being allowed to have per-

sonal equipment. Murray stated

he has offered the use of the

equipment to other staff.

Murray said Hobson mentioned

liability issues. Murray said he

is willing to sign a waiver for

the use of the exercise equip-

ment. Murray stated he would

be willing to donate the equip-

ment to Riley County. 

Meredith discussed mowing

at the Riley County shops. 

McCulloh moved to sign an

Online Access Agreement with

Heartland Document for the

Register of Deeds’ Office.

Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0. 

Lewis moved to sign a Riley

County Capital Improvement

Program, CIP Project Funding,

Amendment, and Completion

Form for a retaining wall for

additional booth spaces during

the County Fair in the addition-

al amount of $4,566.00 for a

total amount of $6,566.00.

McCulloh seconded. Carried 3-

0.  

McCulloh moved to sign the

Mental Health Month

Proclamation for May 2012.

Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0. 

Board of County

Commissioners signed Riley

County Position Action Forms

for the following: 

• an Intensive Supervision

Officer (ISO) Assistant, in the

Community Corrections

Department, at a grade H, 

• two As Needed Museum

Assistants, in the Museum

Department, at a grade

Temp/As Needed step 3. 

The Board of County

Commissioners signed Riley

County Personnel Action 

Forms for the following: 

• Emily Disney, a new hire,

as a Legal Intern, in the

Attorney’s Office, at a grade C

step 1, at $11.51 per hour.  

• Eric Coleman, a new hire,

as a Temporary Election

Worker, in the County Clerk-

Elections Department, at a

grade Temp/As Needed step 3,

at $8.35 per hour.  

• Megan Allen, a rehire, as a

Temporary Election Worker, in

the County Clerk-Elections

Department, at a grade

Temp/As Needed step 3, at

$8.35 per hour.  

• Greg Canales, a new hire,

as a Seasonal Laborer, in the

Parks Department, at a grade A

step 1, at $10.44 per hour.  

• Damon Newell, a new hire,

as a Seasonal Laborer, in the

Parks Department, at a grade A

step 1, at $10.44 per hour.  

• Kalen Wright, a new hire,

as a Parks Intern, in the Parks

Department, at a grade B step

3, at $11.74 per hour.  

• Chris Enroth, a transfer

from the Parks Department, as

an Engineer Tech Intern, in the

Public Works Department, at a

grade B step 3, at $11.74 per

hour.  

• Jeremy Harter, a new hire,

as an Engineering Tech Intern,

in the Public Works Depart-

ment, at a grade B step 3, at

$11.74 per hour.  

• Matthew McDonough, an

As-Needed Museum Assistant,

in the County Museum

Department, for Separation

from County Service, effective

June 17, 2012. 

Lewis moved to approve the

minutes of April 30, 2012 as

amended. Johnson seconded.

Carried 3-0. 

9:00 Clancy Holeman,

Counselor/Director of

Administrative Services 

• Administrative Work

Session 

Johnette Shepek, Budget and

Finance Officer; Rod Harms;

Rod Meredith, Assistant Public

Works Director/Parks Director;

Paul Foltz; Mel Van Der Stelt;

Craig Cox, Assistant County

Counselor; and Dan Page,

KMAN, attended. 

Holeman discussed House

Bill 2501 regarding the pro-

posed machinery and equip-

ment exemption. Holeman said

the bill is now House substitute

for Senate Bill 59. 

Holeman said there is cur-

rently no fiscal note on the bill.

Holeman said early estimates

by five counties put them at

$42 million in losses. 

Holeman reviewed pending

County projects. 

Cox discussed Kristi Van

Horn’s e-mail regarding dan-

gerous dogs in Riley County.

Cox made Van Horn aware of

the revised draft resolution on

animal control in the County. 

Cox stated animal control

will be able to address these

matters after the resolution is

passed. 

9:20 Lewis moved that the

County Commission recess

into executive session pursuant

to the non-elected personnel

matters exception to the Kansas

Open Meetings Act in order to

discuss a performance matter

involving a County employee

and to protect the privacy of the

employee, the open meeting to

resume in the County

Commission chambers at 9:30

a.m. McCulloh seconded.

Carried 3-0. 

9:30 Lewis moved to go out

of executive session. McCulloh

seconded. 

Carried 3-0. 

No binding action was taken

during the executive session. 

9:30 Press Conference 

Robbin Cole, Pawnee

Mental Health Service

Director; Dan Page, KMAN;

Eileen King, County Treasurer;

Mel Van Der Stelt; Rod Harms;

Chris Enroth, Parks

M a n a g e m e n t / L a n d s c a p e

Intern; Carol Hess; Stan

Wilson; and Rod Meredith,

Assistant Public Works

Director/Parks Director, attend-

ed. 

Johnson presented the

Mental Health Month

Proclamation to Robbin Cole. 

Cole stated the cost of

untreated mental health illness

in Kansas is $1.17 billion. 

King said the Treasurer’s

Office’s conversion to the new

software system and testing the

system went great. King said

there were only minor prob-

lems during the process. King

said mailed-in transactions will

be handled today. King said the

State will let the Treasurer’s

Office know by the end of the

day when they can begin to

take in-person customers using

the new software. 

King said the second-half

payments of 2011 property

taxes are due Thursday, May

10, 2012. King said the

Treasurer’s Office accepts

cash, check, or credit card.

King stated that there is a 2.5%

convenience fee charged by the

credit card provider. 

King said tax amounts can

be found on  under e-gov serv-

ices, Online Property Tax

Search. 

King said taxes can be paid

in person at 110 Courthouse

Plaza, by mail with a May 10th

postmark, by internet as

described above with e-check

or credit card (must have the

statement #), or by phone at 1-

800-2PAY-TAX, jurisdiction

code 2613. 

King said to call (785) 537-

6321 if you have any questions. 

Meredith stated the flood

damage from the last large

storm is approximately

$100,000. Meredith said our

area has been declared a disas-

ter area by the State of Kansas. 

Meredith presented the new

park map.  

Enroth reviewed the new

Riley County Parks Map/

Riley County
Commission Minutes

Kansas State Bank
A Part of Your Community

myksb.com

MEMBER FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 

Manhattan—Westloop | ATM on site
1010 Westloop Place
785-587-4000
Manhattan—Downtown | ATM on site
555 Poyntz Avenue
785-587-4000 
Junction City | ATM on site
6th & Webster
785-762-5050 

Manhattan—Aggieville | ATM on site
1101 Bluemont Avenue
785-587-4000 
Manhattan—East Hwy 24 | ATM on site
Highway 24 & Green Valley Road
785-587-4000 
Wichita | ATM on site
Kellogg & Maize Road
316-722-6665

Branches

Manhattan

800 Tuttle Creek 
Tuttle Creek and Kimball
Varney’s Bookstore
Riley County Treasurer’s Office

Ogden

Riley Street
Junction City

18th and Jefferson
522 East Chestnut

ATMs

Guide. 

Meredith stated that Riley

County plans to apply an

asphalt overlay to RL 873

Lasita Road and LK&W Road.

Meredith stated the overlay

will begin at the intersection of

US 24 and Lasita Road and

proceed for 2 miles. Meredith

stated the project will begin on

Monday, May 7, 2012 and con-

tinue through Friday, May 11,

2012.  

Meredith stated the road will

be reduced to one lane during

the construction process.

Meredith said traffic will be

allowed through the project,

but drivers should expect

delays of up to 15 minutes.

Meredith advised that fresh

asphalt oil will be applied and

you should take alternate routes

when possible. Meredith said

the schedule may change due to

weather delays. 

Meredith apologized for any

inconvenience caused by this

project. Meredith said that if

you have any questions con-

cerning this project, please con-

tact the Riley County Public

Works Department, at 6215

Tuttle Creek Boulevard,

Manhattan, or call (785) 539-

2981. 

Meredith reported they are

trying to make the landscaping

more natural and save cost with

less mowing. 

9:55 Leon Hobson, Public

Works Director/County

Engineer 

Rod Meredith, Assistant

Public Works Director/Parks

Director; Paul Foltz; Johnette

Shepek, Budget and Finance

Officer; Rod Harms; Dan Page,

KMAN; Mel Van Der Stelt;

Richard Seaton Jr.; and Clancy

Holeman, Counselor/Director

of Administrative Services,

attended. 

Hobson said Hamm’s agree-

ment at the Transfer Station

allows for a 3% cost increase

annually and also a fuel sur-

charge. 

Hobson said he will setup a

work session with the Board on

the Hamm’s agreements and

due to the higher cost for fuel

and fuel surcharge. 

Hobson discussed ongoing

Public Works projects. 

Van Der Stelt asked about

the status of Julie Lane. 

Holeman said he is waiting

to hear from Van Der Stelt’s

attorney. Holeman said since

Van Der Stelt hired an attorney,

Van Der Stelt needs to talk to

his attorney on the matter. 

Seaton stated he would like

to get on the agenda regarding

the emergency sirens at

University Park not working

for the last 30 days. 

10:15 Lewis moved to

adjourn. McCulloh seconded.

Carried 3-0. 
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Taxmageddon: Massive Tax Increase Coming in 2013
By Curtis Dubay
The Heritage Foundation

If President Obama and

Congress fail to act this year, an

enormous, unprecedented tax

increase will fall on American

taxpayers starting on January 1,

2013. The Washington Post

called the looming tax increase

“Taxmageddon,”[1] and

Federal Reserve chairman Ben

Bernanke called it a “massive

fiscal cliff.”[2]

This impending tax increase

is mostly the result of the expi-

ration of many long-standing

policies that all expire at the

end of 2012. President Obama

and Congress should start

working together now to pre-

vent this massive tax increase

rather than waiting until the

end of the year. That would

assure families, businesses, and

investors that their taxes will

not rise sharply as the economy

is still staggering to its feet and

show the voters that

Washington really can get

important things done—even in

an election year. 

Taxmageddon Is Huge 

Taxmageddon is a $494 bil-

lion tax increase that strikes at

the beginning of 2013. Under

current law, tax policies in

seven different categories will

expire, and five of the 18 new

tax hikes from Obamacare will

begin.

These tax hikes will raise

$494 billion in 2013 but will

remain in place unless

President Obama and Congress

stop them. Taxpayers would

see even bigger tax hikes in

succeeding years as the tax

increases raise more revenue as

the economy grows.

Although these tax increases

will not start raising new rev-

enue until next year, they are

having a negative impact on the

economy today. Families, busi-

nesses, and investors need to

know how much tax they will

pay in the future before making

important economic decisions.

The uncertainty caused by

Taxmageddon means they are

stuck in neutral while they wait

for President Obama and

Congress to act. This is slowing

job creation and stopping many

of the millions of unemployed

Americans from going back to

work. 

A tax increase the size of

Taxmageddon for just one year

is simply unprecedented.

Usually tax and budget policies

are evaluated on estimates over

10 years. A 10-year tax increase

of Taxmageddon’s magnitude

would be off the charts. By

comparison, all the tax increas-

es in Obamacare—itself an

enormous tax increase—raise

$502 billion over 10 years,

which is almost as much as

Taxmageddon will increase

taxes just in 2013. 

Taxmageddon’s Sources 

Almost 34 percent of the tax

increase from Taxmageddon

comes from the expiration of

the 2001 and 2003 Bush tax

cuts. These cuts are best known

for reducing marginal income

tax rates, but they also reduced

the marriage penalty, increased

the Child Tax Credit and the

adoption credit, and increased

Adoption
ADOPTION Loving couple

wishes to give love, happiness
and security to your newborn.
Let’s help each other. Can help
with expenses. Donna & Al
877-492-8546

Career Opportunity
Anthony, Kansas is seeking

Assistant City Superintendent.
High school diploma/equiva-
lent required. Two years pro-
gressive supervisory experi-
ence required. Applications and
complete job description:
www.anthonykansas.org. 620-
842-5434. EOE.

Career Opportunity
Anthony, Kansas is seeking

Electric Maintenance Worker I
(Electric Department
Lineman). Vocational degree in
electricity is preferred.
Applications and complete job
description: www.antho-
nykansas.org. 620-842-5434.
EOE.

Career Opportunity
Anthony, Kansas is seeking

PT Planning & Zoning Clerk.
High school diploma/equiva-
lent required. One year experi-
ence preferred. Applications
and complete job description:
www.anthonykansas.org. 620-
842-5434. EOE.

Career Opportunity
ATTEND COLLEGE

ONLINE from Home.

Classifieds
*Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality.
Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certi-
fied.  Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

Help Wanted
Automotive service writer -

shop foreman. Requires good
customer service skills.
Mechanical knowledge helpful.
Position offers 401K, paid
vacation, health insurance ben-
efits. Full time, permanent
position, well-established firm.
Contact Steve Tackett, Merle
Snider Motors, 2301 W. 9th,
Winfield, KS 67156.

Help Wanted
“Can You Dig It?” We will

train, certify & provide lifetime
assistance landing work. Hiring
in Kansas. Start digging as a
heavy equipment operator. 866-
362-6497

Help Wanted
Exp. Flatbed Drivers:

Regional opportunities now
open with plenty of freight &
great pay! 800-277-0212 or
primeinc.com

Help Wanted
“Hundreds of Health Care

Jobs Available! Connect with
Kansas employers at
w w w. K S H e a l t h J o b s . n e t .
Search for Kansas positions -
post your resume - apply on-

Find all those hidden
Treasures

Here!

Grandd Oll ‘‘ Trunk
Thrift Shop & Book Store

1304 Pillsbury Drive
Hwy 177 South

537-2273

Hours:

10-6 Mon - Sat
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DUANE L. McKINNEY
Broker-Appraiser-Inspector

APPRAISALS, SALES,

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

116 S. 4th St, Suite 2

Manhattan, Ks 66502

_________________________

Phone: 785 776-1010

Fax: 785 539-1026

E-Mail: manreal@kansas.net

Manhattan Realty Services

Optical Perspectives
WWe’ve Moved to our New Location

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

line. Absolutely FREE. Visit
www.KSHealthJobs.net.”

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
CLASS A OTR DRIVERS:

WE CARE AND ARE COM-
MITTED TO YOU, YOUR
HOME TIME, FAMILY AND
MONEY .36 Per Mile Plus
Insurance Refrigerated Freight
913-928-6713 

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: NO EXPERI-

ENCE? Class A CDL Driver
Training. We train and Employ!
Ask about our NEW PAY
SCALE! Experienced Drivers
also Needed! Central
Refrigerated (877) 369-7885
www.centraltruckdrivingjobs.c
om

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
“You got the drive, We have

the Direction” OTR Drivers
APU Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-
pass Pets/passenger policy.
Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. 1-800-528-7825

Misc.
AIRLINE CAREERS -

Become an Aviation
Maintenance Tech. FAA
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing avail-
able. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-248-7449.

tax breaks for education costs

and dependent care costs.

Another 25 percent of

Taxmageddon comes from the

expiration of the once-tempo-

rary payroll tax cut. The expira-

tion of the patch on the

Alternative Minimum Tax

(AMT)—which would raise the

income threshold over which

families qualify for the AMT to

prevent middle-income fami-

lies from paying this tax that is

only supposed to impact “the

rich”—accounts for 24 percent

of the total potential 2013 tax

increase. 

The remaining tax increases

come in part from Obamacare,

notably the start of the Hospital

Insurance 3.8 percent surtax on

wages and salaries over

$250,000 and investment

income over that amount. This

is the most economically dam-

aging tax in the law and the one

that raises the most revenue. 

Then there is the expiration

of the tax cuts contained in the

2009 stimulus and the expira-

tion of the “tax extenders,” a

group of about 50 tax policies

that are regularly renewed for a

year or two. The current policy

on the death tax also expires in

2013. That means the rate will

rise from 35 percent today to 55

percent and the exemption will

fall from $5 million to $3.5

million.[3] The expiration of

full expensing of new business

capital investments (deducting

the full cost at the time of pur-

chase) rounds out

Taxmageddon. 

Table 1 lists the revenue each

category of tax hikes would

raise just in 2013. The appen-

dix lists each separate tax poli-

cy that falls under each catego-

ry that expires or begins in

2013. 

Act Soon 

Congress and President

Obama have developed a pen-

chant for waiting until the very

last minute to act on pressing

tax legislation. In 2010, they

waited until late December to

extend the expiring Bush tax

cuts for two years. At the end of

2011, they waited again until

late December to extend the

expiring payroll tax holiday.

They should break themselves

of this bad habit. 

Instead, Obama and

Congress should remove the

uncertainty clouding jobs and

family finances by removing

the threat of Taxmageddon

now. Businesses, families, and

investors need to know as soon

as possible that this massive tax

increase will not hit them as

they awaken on New Year’s

Day 2013. 

Curtis S. Dubay is a Senior
Analyst in Tax Policy in the
Thomas A. Roe Institute for
Economic Policy Studies at The
Heritage Foundation. 

During this
month of
National

Foster Care,
TFI Family

Services, Inc.
wants to

thank all our
caring and

compassion-
ate homes
for being

there when
children

need them.
If you’d like

to learn
about foster-
ing a child,

call 800-279-
9914 or visit
tfifamilyser-

vices.org.
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Hinkle Earns Big 12
Player of the Week  

K-State Sports Information

MANHATTAN, Kan. –

Kansas State senior first base-

man Wade Hinkle was named

the Phillips 66 Big 12 Player of

the Week after leading the

Wildcats to a series victory over

in-state rival Kansas, the con-

ference office announced

Monday.

Hinkle, who earned his first-

career citation, became the third

K-State player to earn weekly

honors this season as Jake

Brown was named player of the

week on March 12 before Jared

King picked up the award last

week. K-State, which had two

pitcher of the week and two

newcomer awards last season,

saw three players earn awards

in the player of the week cate-

gory in a single season for the

first time since 2001 and in con-

secutive weeks for the first time

in conference history.

The Albuquerque, N.M.,

product, who was playing in his

final home series, led the

Wildcats at the plate by going 4-

for-8 with a double, a home run,

five walks and a .692 on-base

percentage. With half of his hits

going for extra-bases, Hinkle

tallied a 1.000 slugging percent-

age and also tied for team-high

honors with three runs scored in

the three games.

Hinkle began his week by

singling in the first inning on

Friday before using great

patience at the plate to tally

three-straight walks in a 2-0 K-

State win. He drew another

walk on Saturday before finish-

ing out his home career on fire

on Sunday. In the rubber match

of the series, Hinkle led Kansas

State to a 9-3 win by going 3-

for-4 with his 10th home run of

the season in the first inning and

a RBI double as part of a four-

run eighth. Hinkle’s home run

followed a King homer, mark-

ing the first time K-State hit

back-to-back home runs in con-

ference play since 2009.

A former transfer from

Cochise College in Arizona,

Hinkle is one of just two players

in the league with 10 or more

home runs this season. The first

baseman ranks 11th in the Big

12 in batting average (.333),

second in walks (44) and on-

base percentage (.489), and

third in RBI (47).

Kansas State closes out the

regular season with a three-

game series at Texas Tech,

Thursday through Saturday, at

Rip Griffin Park. First pitch on

Thursday and Friday is set for

6:30 p.m., while the regular-

season finale is slated for a 1

p.m., first pitch. All three games

will be aired in the Manhattan

area on SportsRadio 1350

KMAN and online at both

www.k-statesports.com and

w w w . 1 3 5 0 k m a n . c o m .

Saturday’s game will be shown

nationally on FSN.

KSU Places Seven On Team
K-State Sports Information

MANHATTAN, Kan. –
Kansas State saw a school-
record tying seven players
named to either the first or sec-
ond squad of the 2012
Academic Big 12 Baseball
Team as the league released its
list of 60 student-athletes who
earned academic honors on
Tuesday.

Five of Kansas State’s seven
seniors were named to the list as
Matt Applegate and Matt Giller
earned first-team honors, while
Kayvon Bahramzadeh, Wade
Hinkle and Mike Kindel were
named to the second team.
Sophomore Jared King joined
Applegate and Giller on the first
team, and junior Tanner Witt
picked up second-team honors.

Kansas State’s seven selec-
tions tied the 2003 and 2010
teams for the most in school his-
tory, while it was the seventh-
straight season under head
coach Brad Hill that the Cats
have placed at least three mem-
bers on the first team. In Hill’s
nine seasons at Kansas State,
the Wildcats have collected 47
academic all-conference hon-
ors, including 34 first-team des-
ignations. Additionally, five of

the seven players this season
earned academic all-conference
honors for the first time in their
career.

A kinesiology major from
Wichita, Kan., Applegate
earned the first all-conference
honor of his career. The right-
handed pitcher has seen time in
14 games, including 11 starts,
and has posted a 2-6 record with
a 5.64 ERA. Earlier this season,
he earned the victory as he led
K-State to a 5-2 win over No. 21
Texas by allowing just two runs
in 5.2 innings.

Giller, a senior who is a dou-
ble major in marketing and
management, earned his second
career first-team designation
after being honored in 2010. A
product of Manhattan, Kan.,
Giller has started 102 games
during his career, including 36
this season. The third baseman
is hitting .252 with one home
run and 11 RBI.

King earned an all-confer-
ence designation during the first
season he has been eligible for
the award. A sophomore major-
ing in entrepreneurship, King
ranks second in the Big 12 in
average (.373), hits (74), slug-
ging percentage (.563) and total

bases (111), while the Dublin,
Ohio, product also sits in the
conference’s top 10 in seven
other offensive categories.

Bahramzadeh earned the sec-
ond academic all-conference
honor of his career after collect-
ing first-team accolades in
2010. Hinkle, Kindel and Witt
were each first-time recipients.

Nominated by each institution’s
director of student-athlete sup-
port services, the Academic All-
Big 12 Baseball Team consists
of first-team members who
have maintained a 3.20 or better
GPA, and the second team are
those who have a 3.00 to 3.19
GPA.

To qualify student-athletes
must maintain a 3.00 GPA or
higher either cumulative or the
two previous semesters and
must have participated in 60
percent of their team’s sched-
uled contests. Freshmen and
transfers are not eligible in their
first year of academic residence.
Senior student-athletes who
have participated for a mini-
mum of two years and meet all
the criteria except percent of
participation are also eligible.

Kansas State closes out regu-

lar-season action this weekend
with a three-game series at
Texas Tech, Thursday through
Saturday, at Rip Griffin Park.
The first two games of the series
begin at 6:30 p.m., and will be
shown world-wide on K-
StateHD.TV. Saturday’s regu-
lar-season finale is slated for a 1
p.m., start and will be televised
nationally on FSN. All three
games will be aired in the
Manhattan area on SportsRadio
1350 KMAN and online at both
www.k-statesports.com and
www.1350kman.com.

2012 K-State Academic All-Big

12 Selections First Team

Matt Applegate, Senior, RHP,

Kinesiology 

Matt Giller, Senior, IF,

Marketing and Management

Jared King, Sophomore, OF,

Entrepreneurship

Second Team

Kayvon Bahramzadeh, Senior,

RHP, Management Information

Systems

Wade Hinkle, Senior, IF, Social

Sciences 

Mike Kindel, Senior, OF, Social

Sciences

Tanner Witt, Junior, OF,

Management 

Davis Trades Rod & Reel For Baseball Bat 
By Mark Janssen
K-State Sports Extra.
The world of competition is

taking advantage of opportuni-
ties presented.  That’s whether
challenged by a King Salmon,
or a 95-mile per hour fastball.

No one knows that better than
Kansas State junior baseball
player Jon Davis, who has expe-
rienced, and defeated, both.

Davis, the first native
Alaskan to ever put on a
Wildcat baseball uniform,
wavers when quizzed about
which is a bigger thrill between
the big catch of a fish, or the big
run-scoring hit in the gap.  What
he does know is where his
future lies.

“My dad’s a commercial fish-
erman and that’s what I plan to
be,” said the native of Juneau,
Alaska.  “I’ve spent time with
him when he’s doing his thing,
and I don’t even consider it
working.  It is hard work, but
it’s also that much fun and that
much of a challenge.”

While the baseball season
runs from April into October,
those are the same months that
Davis has his line in the chilly
waters of the USA’s most north-
ern state.

“Dad fishes for the Kings in
May, Chinook in June and July,
Sockeye in August and the
Silver Salmon in September,”
said Davis.  “It’s only for a few
months, but you really get after
it when the season is on.”

As comfortable as a rod is in
his hands, so is a baseball bat.
So much so that the Davis fam-
ily moved to Vista, Calif., so
their son could focus on his
baseball career when a fresh-
man in high school.

“So much of your work was
in a gymnasium in Alaska,” said
Davis on how you work on your
baseball skills in the most frigid
state in the union.  “The reason
we moved was so I could play
baseball.  Dad could still go
back to fish during the summer,
but we moved to California for
baseball and better exposure.

“We were looking for a more
progressive baseball life instead
of focusing on hunting and fish-
ing,” said Davis, who admits to
missing the scenery, fishing and
mountain biking in his home
state.  “We all knew that people
in Alaska didn’t have much of a
chance to play college baseball,
which had always been my
goal.  Moving to California
would allow me to play every
day and hit in the cage in my
backyard every day.  My game
just progressed little bit by little
bit.”

Mr. Google says the trip
south to Davis’ California
homes takes two days and one
hour, and covers 2,271.2 miles.
Davis remembers the journey
vividly.

“My dad drives older vehi-
cles and it was pretty cold… in
the negatives... 30 or 40 below,”

said Davis.  “It was one of those
deals where you put cardboard
in front of the radiator to keep
the car running.  It’s a rugged
lifestyle.”

In other words, playing base-
ball when it’s in the low-40s in
March is nothing to the 5-foot-
7, 175-pound Alaska native.

At Vista High School, Davis
collected All-State honorable
mention honors as a senior en
route to earning a scholarship to
perennial West Coast baseball
power Cal State Fullerton. 

As K-State head coach Brad
Hill explains it, “Jon got caught
up in a numbers thing and it did-
n’t work out at Fullerton.”

Didn’t work out to the point
that Davis says, “I contemplated
going back (to Alaska) to start
fishing.  It’s the only thing I
knew how to do.”

Instead, he transferred to
Palomar College where he
earned first-team All-Pacific
Coast honors hitting .331 during
a 28-11 season.  That’s where
K-State associate head coach
John Szefc heard of Davis’
availability.

“He was a switch-hitter at the
time and we were looking for
that utility guy… a versatile guy
who had the ability to get on
base,” said Hill.  “While he did-
n’t have a lot of baseball experi-
ence, we knew from one year at
Fullerton he would have been
taught a lot about the funda-
mentals of the game.”

Initially, there was reason to
wonder about the K-State’s new
signee.  In the Wildcats’ first 25
games, he was 1-of-18 at the
plate with 11 strikeouts while
coming off the bench.  

“I was pretty frustrated and
demoralized,” Davis admitted.
“But when I got the nod to start,
I took advantage of it.”

With the team mired in a bit
of an offensive slump, Hill
stuck Davis into the lineup on
March 31, which was an 8-7
win over Oklahoma with Davis
collecting a pair of hits.

“We had become stagnant,”
said Hill of Davis, who went 9-
for-17 in his first five games as
a starter and have never left the
starting lineup.  “We needed
something to happen.  We gave
Jon an opportunity and he’s
made the most of it.”

Since that start, Davis has
been the toughest out on the
team in the last five weeks of
the season, raising his batting
average to .315, which includes
hitting .366 since becoming a
starter 27 games ago.

Davis tops the team in being
hit by pitches with 12, which
has helped him reach base in 22
of the 27 games he has started.
He’s had nine multiple-hit
games, which includes three-hit
games on three occasions.
While fanning 11 times in his
first 18 at bats, he’s struck out
just 19 times in the last 27
games.

“My goal is to get on base
two or three times a game
whether it’s with a hit, by walk
or being hit by a pitch,” said
Davis.  “My goal is to help the
team win, and I’m willing to
sacrifice my body to do that.
The game isn’t about me, it’s
about the team.  We’re in this
together as fielders, pitchers and

hitters.  We’re all working
together to get a W.”

Davis and the Wildcats need
two more W’s to assure them-
selves of a spot in next week’s
Big 12 Conference Baseball
Championship in Oklahoma
City.  Those opportunities will
come Thursday, Friday and
Saturday at Texas Tech.

Hinkle is one of just two players in the league with 10 or more home runs this season
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