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License Office
Flint Hills Christian School Driver
Getting New System
Opens New Science Building

Inside Science Building: Jacob Shultz, junior; Bo Love, senior; Tyler Eaves, senior; Merv Bitikofer,
secondary science teacher admire the new Chemistry Lab.
Students, teachers, administration, faculty and staff of Flint Hills
Christian School eagerly awaited the
ribbon cutting ceremony, because it
was a day the school had been looking forward to for more than five
years. That is when a long-time family had the idea for a dedicated space
for the secondary science classes.
After the planning, fundraising and
two years of building, their vision
was realized when the school
opened its new science building
Monday, April 16. Inside, it houses
two classrooms, storage space and
room for further expansion for a
wood and metal working shop and
an automotive shop.
The entire funding for the new
building came from families of Flint
Hills. The planning of the building
was done by Mark Catterson and
Brian Shultz, two parents of students, in conjunction with the two
secondary science teachers, Merv
Bitikofer and Richard Brusk. D. J.
Carpenter Building Systems was
hired to construct the shell of the
building, but almost all of the finish
work was done by parents and alumni of FHCS and by donations from
contractors. Gifford Electric donated
the installation of the lights and
alarm system.
For some, it was simply a labor of
love for the school. Mr. Bitikofer
says, “A lot of personal investment
from several of our school families
has gone into this facility, and we
are all grateful and excited to have
this new laboratory and classroom.
Our students can’t wait for their first
class periods in the new building!”
The expanded Chemistry lab will
facilitate quicker setup and take

Ribbon Cutting: Joe Catterson, senior; Cheyenne Crow; preschooler cut the ribbon for the grand opening of the new Science
Building as Alexis Cardenas, eight grader holds the ribbon.
down of experiments, allowing for
more time to be spent actually performing the experiments. Gas Bunsen
burners will replace alcohol lamps for
lab experiments, and multiple sinks
located throughout the lab mean that
much less time will be spent waiting.
Classroom space no longer needs to be
cluttered with storage, as the new facility includes a storage and preparation
area. This will allow for quicker transitions between classes and better preparation for labs. These two factors trans-

late directly into an improved experience for both the students and the
teachers. Mr. Brusk says, “Mr.
Bitikofer and I will be able to be
more effective as teachers because
the classrooms are tailor-made for
teaching our classes. Students will
benefit from the additional space
and improved facilities. I am excited
to begin using the new classrooms. This is an excellent step for
the school community to take
together.”

The Riley County Treasurer’s Office
will be closed to vehicle business from
May 1 through 7 while the state converts to a new system for titling and
registering vehicles. The office will
also be unable to renew driver licenses
and identification cards during this
period.
The Kansas Department of Revenue
is putting into place a new DMV system that replaces three aging mainframe systems used for driver licensing, motor vehicle titling and registration, and inventory management with a
single, modern system that is easier to
use, maintain and enhance.
The change will take place in two
phases. Phase one involves launching
the part of the system that affects vehicles. Phase two, which involves driver
licensing and other state-issued identification cards and permits, will occur
later this year.
“This change to modern technology
will help us serve the people of Kansas
more efficiently and effectively, both
now and in the future,” said Eileen
King, Riley County Treasurer. “We
encourage our customers to plan ahead
in support of us as we work through
this important change.”
Real Estate and Property Tax
Services Available during
Conversion
Our office will be open and available for tax payments and inquiries.
Second half of the 2011 taxes are due
by May 10. Avoid the lines on May 9
and 10, come in during May 1-4.
Online Web-Tags Services
Unavailable
Riley County Treasurer said that
customers who need to renew a vehicle
registration need to be aware that webbased applications that interact with
the vehicle titling and registration system will also be offline during conversion. Kansas Web-Tags will shut down
at midnight April 26 and will not be
back online until May 7. The website
already warns customers that online
renewals must be made at least 10 days
prior to a registration’s expiration date,
the last day of the month, for the customer to be guaranteed a timely renewal.
Vehicle owners whose registrations
expire in April, and who want to renew
online, need to do it by midnight April
26 to allow time for processing and
mailing.
Mailed in Renewals Services
Unavailable
Registration renewals due in May,
which are printed to be compatible
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with the new system, will be mailed
later than usual. Typically, registration
renewals are mailed within the first
two weeks of the month prior to their
expiration. This cycle, May renewals
will mail the fourth week of April.
May registrations can’t be renewed
online until after May 7. However,
they can be renewed in person by April
30. Mailed in May renewals will be
processed after conversion.
Driver License, ID Card Services
Unavailable
Even though driver licensing comes
under phase two of the modernization
project, phase one conversion will
interrupt driver licensing services
when data are being moved.
The Riley County Treasurer’s Office
will be closed to driver license and
identification card business from May
1 through May 7.
Drivers and identification card holders whose credentials expire during
this time are being notified that services will be unavailable, so they have the
opportunity to renew before conversion starts.
Three-Year Project Supported by
County Treasurers
County treasurers were pivotal in
securing funding for the $40 million
DMV modernization project. Because
of their support, the 2008 Kansas
Legislature passed statutes 75-5159
and 75-5160 that provide the mechanism and authority to collect a $4 fee at
the time vehicles are registered.
“The Kansas Department of
Revenue and county treasurers view
the new DMV system as a much-needed behind-the-counter change that will
improve how services are delivered to
drivers and vehicle owners throughout
Kansas,” said Donna Shelite, director
of vehicle for the Kansas Department
of Revenue. “We value their commitment and steadfast support bringing
this change to fruition.”
Work began in 2009 to customize
the DMV system, a 3M product, to
make it compatible with Kansas’ laws,
regulations and business processes.
While the system was being developed, the department sent a team of
trainers into the field to teach state and
county workers how to use it. After
phase two launches, there will be more
than 900 workers statewide using the
system.
To learn more about the project, visit
the Kansas Department of Revenue
website
at
www.ksrevenue.org/dmvproject.html.
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Kansas On Verge Of Historic Tax Change, Researcher Says
By Gene Meyer
Kansas Reporter
FAIRWAY — In a new ranking of
states’ tax burdens, Kansas hardly
budged from the middle.
But the state is one of three that
could make tax history this year, says a
conservative association of state legislators.
Kansas tax policies are 26th in the

nation, based on ALEC researchers’
calculations of 15 different variables
that include tax burdens, government
spending, state debt and the role of
unions in the state’s workforce.
This is according to the fifth annual
“Rich States, Poor States” report on
state tax trends by researchers at the
American Legislative Exchange
Council in Washington, D.C.

Kansas also is one of three states,
along with Missouri and Oklahoma,
considering legislation to abolish state
income taxes, said Stephen Moore, a
member of the Wall Street Journal editorial board and senior economics
writer who is one of the report’s coauthors.
“That’s significant, because it is the
first time in more than 30 years any

state has done that,” Moore said.
Alaska replaced its state income tax
with energy tax revenues in 1980.
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback, a
Republican, and members of both
houses of the Kansas Legislature have
proposed three plans — using a combination of tax cuts and spending reductions — to eliminate state income
taxes. The plans differ in how fast

those cuts would be made.
Legislators, who are in recess now,
are expected to address those differences after they return April 25 to finish the current session. Republican
Gov. Mary Fallin of Oklahoma and
backers of a November voter initiative
in Missouri propose to end income
taxes in those states.

Grand Opening In The Flint Hills

Open House April 29th

TheNew Flint Hills Discover Center opened Saturday to a very large crowd. See more
photos of the opening on page 8.

Step back in time on Sunday April 29 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at an Open House
at the Wolf House Museum, 630 Fremont in Manhattan. Life in the 1880’s will be featured in special demonstrations throughout the house. Admission is free and everyone
is invited to come and visit the past.

News

A Housing Market Without Fannie Mae
By Nahid Anaraki
The Heritage Foundation
Executive Summary
Between 2003 and 2006,
home prices rose dramatically,
but then they fell abruptly in
2007 and thereafter. While
many believe that the main
cause of the boom was easy
access to credit in the form of
subsidized interest rates, others
have focused on different
issues.
Clearly, economists are far
from reaching a consensus on
the roots of the boom-bust
behavior in the real estate market. Some are skeptical about
the role of interest rates; others
conjecture that "irrational exuberance" played the most
important role in shaping the
housing boom. Many believe
that mortgage securitization
contributed to the rise of riskier
loans; others have focused on
the principal-agent problem, in
which financial institutions
have been unable to screen the
loan applicants appropriately,
and this lax screening has led to
moral hazard.
Notwithstanding the roots of
the crisis, financial institutions—such as the Federal
National Mortgage Association
(FNMA or Fannie Mae) and the
Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation (FHLlMC or
Freddie Mac)—fueled an
excessive expansion of credit

in the housing sector, shifted
the demand for real estate to the
right, and caused home prices
to overshoot their underlying
market equilibriums. Although
these government-sponsored
entities (GSEs) were established with the primary goal of
developing a secondary mortgage market to increase homeownership among low-income
groups and underserved areas,
they became involved in profiteering and mortgage-backed
securities (MBS), which left
them far behind their primary
goals.
This paper tries to capture
the effects of GSE interventions in the housing market
through subsidized interest
rates and down payments on
median single-family home
prices at the national level.
Contrary to the standard asset
market model's approach,
down payments may operate
through two opposite transmission channels. The first channel
affects the affordability for a
typical home buyer; the second
affects the supply of mortgage
loans and may have positive
effects on the demand side by
increasing the resources available to homebuyers.
This analysis uses time
series regression models with
quarterly data from 1980 to
2010 to examine the effect of
conventional 30-year mortgage

interest rates and down payments on median home prices
at the national level. It controls
for such fundamentals as
household assets, personal
income, unemployment rate,
property taxes, vacancy rate,
and inflation expectations of
home prices. The analysis
demonstrates that:
The conventional mortgage
interest rate has a small negative impact on home prices.
A 25-basis-point increase
in the conventional mortgage
interest rate, as discussed in a
study by Scott Frame and
Lawrence J. White, as a result
of GSE liquidation and holding
other things equal, leads to a
2.25 percent reduction in home
prices. In other words, a jump
in interest rates of 25 basis
points has a small negative
impact on home prices.
While down payments have
a negative association with
home prices, the relationship is
statistically insignificant for
most models. However, in one
of the estimated models, controlling for property taxes
makes the down payment coefficient negative and statistically
significant.
A 25-basis-point increase in
down payment leads to 1.5 percent lower home prices.
The results of this study suggest that home prices are influenced more by mortgage inter-

est rates than by down payments. This has important policy implications for financial
institutions because changing
the down payment compared to
the mortgage interest rate will
have less impact on home
prices.
Contrary to the expectations
of policymakers, the Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac policy of
easing requirements for purchasing homes since 1996 was
found to be associated with a
small rise in housing prices.
The overall results indicate that
home prices are influenced
mainly by such fundamentals
as household assets, personal
income, and effective tax rates.
The federal government's
policy of subsidizing mortgage
interest rates and lowering
down payments to raise homeownership has failed due to
inelasticity of home prices to
mortgage interest rates and
down payments.
Indeed, the government's
interventions in the market
have led to a huge amount of
deadweight loss for society
rather than helping low-income
individuals secure homeownership through lower prices.
Although lower interest rates
through macroeconomic stimulus packages may benefit those
borrowers who refinance existing mortgages at lower interest
rates in the short term, market

Joan Brondell
Joan (Joanie) Brondell, age
75, of Manhattan, Kansas died
Easter Sunday, April 8, 2012 at
9:40 a.m., at the Good
Shepherd Hospice House in
Manhattan, after a long struggle with lung cancer.
The youngest of seven children she was born on
December 10, 1936, the daughter of Anna and Jule Oidtman in
Jefferson City, Missouri.
On November 8, 1958 in
Jefferson City’s St. Peter’s
Cathedral she was united in
marriage to William Brondell,
he survives of the home.
She is also survived by her
son, Karl Brondell and his wife
Melissa, of Bloomington,
Illinois, her daughter, Karin
Tollefson, of Indianapolis,
Indiana; her four grandchildren: Cal Graffeo, Ashley
Brondell, Karrie Brondell, and
Jeffrey Brondell and his wife
Sara. In addition she is also
survived by her brother Jerry
Oidtman,
of
Crossville,
Tennessee, and three sisters:
Bebee Martin, of Fort Myers,

Florida, Anna Marie Klebba,
and Jewell Rae Bode and her
husband Ed, both of Jefferson
City, Missouri; her brothers-inlaw: Jim Brondell and his wife
Mary Helen, of Jefferson City,
Missouri, and Daniel Brondell
and his wife Patricia, of St.
Louis, Missouri. Other survivors include numerous
nephews and nieces, whom she
had a special relationship and
whom she often called “her little chickens”.
She was preceded in death
by her parents and two sisters:
Frieda Anderson and Nadine
Isenberg; and by her in-laws:
Jack Anderson, Sam Isenberg,
Bill Martin, Larry Klebba,
Henry Lichius and Mary Lee
Oidtman.
Joan grew up in Jefferson
City, graduating from St Peter’s
High School in 1954. In 1957
she earned her R.N. degree
from St/ John’s Mercy Hospital
School of Nursing, and began
her nursing career, which she
continued until she retired in
2001. She was a part time sur-

gical nurse at the University of
Missouri Hospital until she
moved with her husband and
young son to Manhattan. For
most of the last 35 years she
was a circulating nurse in
Surgery in Mercy Hospital (formerly St. Mary Hospital) in
Manhattan.
She was an active and faithful member of Seven Dolors
Catholic Church. She served in
several positions on the Parish
Board and at the Budget Shop.
Joan had a wide range of interests in the social, religious, and
cultural life of Manhattan. She
was an enthusiastic supporter
of the sports programs at
Monsignor Luckey High
School and Kansas State
University. She had derived a
great deal of satisfaction and
enjoyment from traveling with
her husband, her family, and
her friends, especially her
annual extended traveling
abroad. Since her retirement,
she also enjoyed spending her
Februaries with her husband
and siblings in Florida and

Jimmie L. “Okie” Goodmiller
Jimmie Lawrence “Okie”
Goodmiller,
73,
of
Manhattan,passed
away
Tuesday, April 17, 2012 at the
Good Shepherd Hospice House
inManhattan.
Jimmie Goodmiller was born
in
Norman,
Oklahoma
onDecember 12, 1938. He was
the son of thelate Mary Lucy
(Bay) Goodmiller and James
Malcom Goodmiller. He was
united
in
marriage
to
Elizabeth“Betty”
Ann
Compton on August 1, 1959 in
Manhattan, and she precedes
him indeath on Nov. 1, 2009.
Jimmie was a retiredforeman
for KP&L retiring in 2002.
While attending Kansas
State University Jimmie was
amember of the football team
playing for two years. He was

an avid supporter of the Rock
Creek HighSchool Athletics
and enjoyed attending all the
activities. Jimmie was a member
of
International
Brotherhood
Electrical
Workers #304, and a member
of
Seven
Dolors
CatholicChurch in Manhattan.
Jimmie’s hobbies includedspending time with his grandchildren, family and attending
grandchildren’sevents. Jimmie
was a very kind andgiving person who also loved playing
cards with his friends at the
SeniorCenter and Friday
night’s pitch games with his
friends from Westar. He especially loved building trains in
hisworkshop and giving them
away to friends.
Survivors include his son,

Marjorie M. Releford
Marjorie M. Releford, age
87, died Friday April 13, 2012
at the Meadowlark Hills
Retirement Community –
Bramlage House, Manhattan,
Kansas.
She was born on August 26,
1924 in Fostoria, Kansas the
daughter of Glenn E. & Jessie
M. (Sweany) Simon. She had
been a Manhattan resident
since 1947.
Marjorie proudly served her
country in the United States
Navy during World War II,
where she met her future husband, William.
Marjorie worked as a wait-

ress at the Chef Café for over
20 years.
She enjoyed playing bingo
and her trips to the Casino with
her best friend Nancy. She
especially loved being with her
family and friends.
On February 25, 1945 she
was united in marriage to
William H. Releford. This
union was blessed with five
children: Glenda, Patricia,
Douglas, Steve and Richard.
She was preceded in death
by her parents and her husband
William on April 18, 2011.
Survivors include her five
children: Glenda M. Burdette

erty management for several
years in Kansas City, Missouri
and then at Cross Winds
Apartments in Omaha. Thayne
also worked in heating and air
conditioning. In past years he
enjoyed hunting and fishing.
He married Joyce M. Thoms
on October 26, 1990. She survives at their home.
He is also survived by his
daughter, Tammy Thayer
(Jason), Salina; sons, Robert
Becker
(Lisa),
Lawson,

Texas.
She often stated that she was
a “new Testament” kind of person who tried to live her life
according
to
the
Two
Commandments of the New
Covenant: Love God, and Love
Your Neighbor as Yourself.
And the three great loves of her
life: Her Church, Her Family,
and Her Friends, were the natural result of her strong belief in
God of love and mercy.
Memorial Mass will be held
at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, April
21, 2012 at the Seven Dolors
Catholic Church in Manhattan,
Kansas, with Rev. Joseph S.
Popelka as Celebrant.
Online condolences may be
left for the family through the
funeral home website at
www.ymlfuneralhome.com
Memorial contributions are
suggested to the Manhattan
Catholic
Schools.
Contributions may be left in
care of the Yorgensen-MeloanLondeen Funeral Home, 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
Kansas 66502.

Russell L. Goodmiller and wife
Christine, of
St. George;
daughters Mary K. Hoefler
andhusband
Robert,
of
Manhattan; Mary “Beth” E.
Kemp, and husband Kevin, of
Maize;brothers, Charles M.
Goodmiller of Ionia, Michigan;
Roy O. Goodmiller of
Clarksville, Tennessee; Kenzel
J. Goodmiller, and wife Joan,
of Washington D.C.;sisters,
Edith C. Parsons, and husband
Don, of Moore, Oklahoma;
Mary E. Green,and husband
Robert,
of
Blanchard,
Oklahoma; ten grandchildren:
Tyler (Niki) Hoefler, Travis
Hoefler, Trenton Hoefler,
Katelin Hoefler, Kyler Kemp,
Kameron Kemp, Kendall
Kemp,
JimmieGoodmiller,
Jackson Goodmiller, and

Joseph Goodmiller. Jimmie
was preceded in death by his
parentsand wife Betty.
Visitation was held on
Wednesday, April 18, 2012
from5:00pm to 8:00pm and on
Thursday from 9:00am to
8:00pm with a Vigil at 7:00pm
atthe Irvin-Parkview Funeral
Home & Cremation. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be at
10:30amon Friday, April 20,
2012, at the Seven Dolors
Catholic Church in Manhattan,
burialwill follow in Valley
View Cemetery.
The family has requested
that
donations
be
the
GoodShepherd Hospice House
or the Rock Creek High School
Booster Club. To send anonline
condolence
visit
irvinparkview.com or Facebook.

of Wichita, KS, Patricia A.
Porter and her husband Bill of
Manhattan, KS, Douglas W.
Releford and his wife Sarah of
Wamego, KS, Steve K.
Releford of Manhattan, KS and
Richard A. Releford of Derby,
KS; six grandchildren and 13
great-grandchildren.
Cremation is planned with
graveside services to be held at
11:00 a.m. on Wednesday April
18,
2012
at
the
Randolph/Fancy
Creek
Cemetery with Rev. Larry Fry
officiating. Family and friends
are invited to meet at 9:00 a.m.
on
Wednesday
at
the

Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home 1616 Poyntz
Avenue, Manhattan, Kansas to
form a procession to the cemetery.

Missouri, Destin Gordon
(Anna), Salina, Matthew Ebert
(Brenda), Markham, Illinois,
William Ebert (Marianne),
Crownpoint,
Indiana,
Christopher Ebert, Omaha; six
grandchildren and one greatgrandchild; four sisters, Nina
Walsh (Jim), Wamego, Sandy
Williamson, Manhattan, Ann
Brewer (Lindsey), Las Vegas,
Nevada and Jennifer Nittler,
White City; two brothers, Gary
Gordon (Elaine), Manhattan

and Larry Barrett, Wichita.
Memorial services were held
at 6:00 p.m., Monday, April 16,
2012, at Campanella-Evans
Mortuary in Wamego. The
family suggests memorial contributions to a charity of the
donor’s choice and those may
be sent in care of the mortuary.
Online condolences may be
made at
www.campanellafuneral.co
m.

Marjorie M. Releford
Thayne Paul Gordon, 67, of
Omaha, Nebraska, formally of
Manhattan, Kansas, died
Wednesday, April 11, 2012, at
the Immanuel Medical Center.
Thayne was born in
Hawthorne,
Nevada,
on
October 1, 1944, the son of
Paul W. and Geraldine
Moore Gordon. He attended
schools in Manhattan.
Thayne was an iron worker
and a member of the Union
Local #454. He also did prop-
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In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to
the Autism Meets Optimism in
care of the Yorgensen-MeloanLondeen Funeral Home 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
Kansas 66502.
Online condolences may be
left for the family through the
funeral home website at:
www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

imperfections and asymmetric
information may prevent this
from lasting long.
The federal government
should avoid any subsidy in the
form of lower interest rates or
lower down payment requirements because these interventions have adverse long-term
effects on the housing market
and the economy. Although
these policies may boost the
demand side in the short run,

they risk reinflating a bubble in
the medium or long run.
Therefore, as many scholars
have already suggested, the
appropriate action is to reestablish market forces by completely liquidating the GSEs.
—Nahid Kalbasi Anaraki,
Ph.D., is a Visiting Fellow for
Special Projects in the Center
for Data Analysis at The
Heritage Foundation.

Car Clinic, Inc.
“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs
• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis
• Transmission service
• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

539-1040

209 Sarber Ln

RODS • SHADES • DRAPERIES • BLINDS
FABRIC BY THE YARD
IN HOME CLEANING OF FABRIC WINDOW COVERINGS

Drapery World and Blinds
Tom Deaver
“We measure and install”
and “Brighten insides”
Phone (785) 537-4260
Toll Free - 1-800-515-9478

317 Poyntz
Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Protection You Can Count On!

Landmark

SELF STORAGE
(785)313-7777

f3HUVRQDOL]HGSDVVFRGHJDWHDFFHVV
 GD\VDZHHN  GD\VD\HDU
f2QVLWHRIILFHDQGPDQDJHUV
 DSDUWPHQWIRU\RXUDVVLVWDQFH
f0DQDJHUVDUHUHWLUHGYHWHUDQVZLWK
 \HDUVRIODZHQIRUFHPHQW
 H[SHULHQFH

f&OLPDWHFRQWUROOHGXQLWV
f59JDUDJHVZ[HDV\RSHQ
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f$XWRPRWLYH PRWRUF\FOHVWRUDJH
f ,QVXODWHGEOGJVZLWKZLGHSDYHG
 DLVOHVIRUPRYLQJWUXFNV

Skyway
Drive, Manhattan,
KSKS
66503
27494790
Eureka
Terrace,
Manhattan,
66508
Moved here due
to the new highway and are open • www.landmark-selfstorage.com
1H[WWR0DQKDWWDQ$LUSRUWfZZZODQGPDUNVHOIVWRUDJHFRP
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Rifle Club

39

95

The
Works

Motorcraft oil and filter change, rotate and inspect four
tires, inspect brake system, test battery, check air and cabin
filters, check belts and hoses. Top off all fluids.
Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra. Expires 60 days
from 3-1-12.

Dick Edwards Ford Lincoln Mercury
7929 E. Highway 24, Manhattan, 785-776-4004

The Manhattan Rifle Club earned first place in the North Central Kansas Gallery League with six match wins and
two match losses. They received their plaque at the Awards Banquet, April 12, 2012 in Longford. Pictured are Dick
Lundquist, Manhattan; Kerry Moore, Riley; Richard Gray, Manhattan; Wade Stroda, Manhattan; Sally Stroda,
Manhattan; and Bill Karnowski, Wamego. Not pictured are Andrew Adam, Manhattan; Brian Gray, Waterville;
Jacob Stroda, Manhattan; and Mike Warner, Wamego.

Rifle Club Earns First Place
The Manhattan Rifle Club
earned first place in the North
Central Kansas Gallery League
with six match wins and two
match losses. They received
their plaque at the Awards
Banquet, April 12, 2012 in
Longford. Pictured are Dick
Lundquist, Manhattan; Kerry
Moore, Riley; Richard Gray,
Manhattan; Wade Stroda,
Manhattan; Sally Stroda,
Manhattan;
and
Bill
Karnowski, Wamego. Not pictured are Andrew Adam,
Manhattan;
Brian
Gray,
Waterville; Jacob Stroda,
Manhattan; and Mike Warner,

Wamego.
St. John’s Military School
and Wichita tied for second
place team with five match
wins and three losses each.
Delphos and Abilene also competed in the League.
Teams in the North Central
Kansas Gallery League shoot
small bore rifle shoulder to
shoulder matches at St. John’s
Military School in Salina
Thursday evenings beginning
in December and ending in
March. Matches are 10 shots in
prone, 10 shots in standing and
10 shots in kneeling at 50 foot
for a total aggregate score per

shooter of 300 points. The
team score is calculated using
the top four scores for each
team. Teams shoot against
each other twice per season.
Individual awards were
earned by Kerry Moore for
High Master and improving his
score by 14 points over last
year. Moore had the second
high average score in The
League with 276.5 points, the
second high average score in
kneeling with 93 points, the
second high average score in
standing with 86 points and the
fourth high average prone score
with 97.5 points.

Wade Stroda was the first
place junior with an average
aggregate score of 275.2
points. Stroda had the fourth
high average score in The
League and had the high average standing score with 90.6
points.
Lundquist earned the third
place Sharpshooter with 254.6
points average.
There were a total of 42 people shooting in the North
Central Kansas Gallery League
ranging in age from their teens
to their 70s.

Read th e back issues of the Manhattan Free Press
at:
manhattanfreepress.com

Total Tax Burden Is Rising to Highest Level in History
Taxes are projected to increase rapidly under various policy scenarios. If the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts expire and
more middle-class Americans are required to pay the alternative minimum tax (AMT), taxes will reach
unprecedented levels. The tax burden will climb even if those tax breaks are extended. President Obama’s budget,
which cuts some taxes and raises others, also increases the overall tax burden.

Each week the latest issue will be added on
Thursday afternoon.
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Governor Chris Christie The Prophet
By Michael D. Tanner
The Cato Institute
New Jersey governor Chris
Christie recently warned that
America is in danger of becoming a country of “people sitting
on the couch waiting for their
next government check.”
Predictably, the Left was outraged, but Governor Christie
wasn’t far off the mark.
During the 2011 debate over
raising the debt ceiling,
President Obama reminded
Americans that the federal government sends out 70 million
checks every month. That is
probably an underestimate.
According to the Washington
Post, the president’s number
included Social Security, veterans’ benefits, and spending on
non-defense contractors and
vendors, but not reimbursements to Medicare providers
and vendors or electronic transfers to the 21 million households receiving food stamps.
(Nor did he include most
spending by the Defense
Department, which has a payroll of 6.4 million active and
retired employees and, on average, cuts checks for nearly 1
million invoices and 660,000
travel-expense claims per
month.) The actual number
might be closer to 200 million
checks every month.
Of course it would be unfair
to lump everyone who receives
a check from the government in
with the people Governor
Christie was talking about

(though it does say something
about the size of government)
but, nonetheless, we are
becoming a society that relies
on government to care for us.
[T]oday, every problem in
society prompts calls for government action, response, or
funding.
In 1965, just 22 percent of all
federal spending was transfer
payments. Today it has doubled
to 44 percent. That means that
nearly half of all federal spending is simply government taking money from one person and
giving it to another.
Or look at it another way: In
1965, transfer payments from
the federal government made
up less than 10 percent of
wages and salaries. As recently
as 2000, that percentage was
just 21 percent. Today, transfer
payments are more than a third
of salary and wages. Worse, if
one includes salaries from government employment, more
than half of Americans receive
a substantial portion of their
income from the government.
Conservatives often criticize
transfer payments to the poor,
and for good reason. At the federal and state levels combined,
we spend nearly $1 trillion per
year on anti-poverty or meanstested programs that do more to
promote a permanent underclass than to eliminate poverty.
But the modern welfare state is
much more than programs for
the poor. It includes middleclass welfare, such as Social

Security and Medicare, which
are the real drivers of our future
national insolvency. We think
of Medicaid as health care for
the poor, but as much as twothirds of Medicaid spending
goes to pay for long-term care
such as nursing homes for the
elderly, much of it for middleclass people sheltering assets.
And the modern welfare state
also includes corporate welfare,
the military-industrial complex, and others living off the
taxpayer’s dime. The ExportImport Bank is as much welfare as TANF.
This is the road we are now
on. The welfare state started
with small programs targeted
toward a small number of genuinely needy people. But as
politicians figured out the electoral benefits of expanding programs and people realized they
could let others work on their
behalf, those programs grew
until the point at which, today,
every problem in society
prompts calls for government
action, response, or funding.
At the same time, as
Governor Christie also noted,
this implicitly tells people,
“stop dreaming, stop striving.”
We demonize those who do
succeed, damning them as part
of the evil “1 percent.”
This is the real danger of the
welfare state. It’s not that it will
bankrupt us — though it will. It
is that it slowly and insidiously
destroys our national character,
saps our will to be great, and

makes us content with the way
things are rather than how they
could be. We have seen where
this road ends. As Governor
Christie warns, it “will not just
bankrupt us financially, it will
bankrupt us morally.”
Biblical exegesis tells us that
the Israelites needed to wander
for 40 years in the desert after
being released from bondage in
Egypt because they couldn’t
begin to build a new nation
until a new generation grew up
that hadn’t been raised in
bondage. Those raised in slavery were not trained to think for
themselves; they had become
dependent on their masters to
provide for them. Indeed, when
they encountered hardships,
many cried for a return to
bondage.
Just look to Europe today.
The welfare states of Europe
are imploding, collapsing under
the weight of promises that can
no longer be met. Their citizens
riot in the streets at the prospect
that their government benefits
might be reduced.
If anyone wants to know
what this next election is really
about, Governor Christie just
told us.
Michael Tanner is a senior
fellow at the Cato Institute and
author of Leviathan on the
Right: How Big-Government
Conservatism Brought Down
the Republican Revolution.

1304 Pillsbury Drive
Hwy 177 South

537-2273
Hours:
10-6 Mon - Sat

We Invite All landlords
to the Landlords
Association Meeting
Become a better informed and educated
landlord . No matter what size or type of
landlord you are you can benefit from
belonging to the industry's association.
Come meet and learn from other landlords.

When: May 3, 2012
Social begins at 5:30 PM
Dinner at 6:00PM
Where: Hoilday Inn (Landon Room)
1641 Anderson Ave.
Manhattan, Ks. 66502
RSVP: landlordsofmanhattan@gmail.com
or call 785-539-2309
Dinner is $10
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Riley County
Commission Minutes
The Board of County
Commissioners
Of Riley County, Kansas
The Regular meeting of the
Board of County Commissioners met at the Riley County
Plaza East Building April 9,
2012 with the following members present: Alvan Johnson,
Chair; Dave Lewis, Vice Chair;
Karen McCulloh, Member; and
Rich Vargo, County Clerk.
8:30 Public Comment &
Business Meeting
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services;
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County
Engineer;
Paul Foltz; Rod Harms; Mel
Van Der Stelt; and Harry
Brockish, attended.
Hobson said Dave Ball
would like to place a display on
“Go Orange Day” on April 24,
2012 to raise awareness of
work zone hazards in the
County Office Building lobby.
Lewis moved to approve a
Portable
Communication
Device Allowance Form for
Steven DeHart to receive a data
plan allowance. McCulloh seconded. Carried 3-0.
McCulloh moved to approve
an Extension of Contract for
Riley County with Howie’s
Enterprises for trash service for
2012. Johnson seconded.
Carried 3-0.
McCulloh moved to approve
“Resolution No. 040912-14,
Resolution encouraging the
Governor of the State of
Kansas to carefully consider
any change in the Medicaid or
health care provisions for persons with intellectual and
developmental disabilities, to
remove long-term care services
for said persons from the proposed privatized managed care
plan, and to continue present
state/county-appointed CDDO
administration of this service

delivery system.” Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0.
Foltz said residents have
asked him about the power
poles on Purcell Road.
Lewis stated the poles are in
the right of way and the Board
has looked at the placement of
the poles.
Foltz asked why would we
advertise in the paper we are
not going to enforce the cell
phone law.
Foltz said residents ask why
Riley County does not want to
move the boundary line.
Johnson stated there are two
statutes you can follow on
county lines. Johnson said at
the time the other statute
regarding boundary lines was
followed.
Holeman stated sudden
changes from flooding in
boundary lines do not move
county boundaries.
Brockish discussed concerns
with the power poles on Purcell
Road. Brockish said he has
heard they may close Purcell
Road.
Hobson said Manhattan
Township has inquired about
closing Purcell Road.
Van Der Stelt said the Purcell
Road issue is similar to the East
Marlatt Avenue and Julie Lane
situations.
Brockish asked what they
are going to do with Purcell
Road.
Hobson said Purcell Road is
a township road and to find out
one would need to go to a
township board meeting.
Van Der Stelt said he has had
trouble finding out when the
Manhattan Township meets.
Johnson said Hobson will
find out information on Purcell
Road and report back to the
Board of County Commissioners.
Van Der Stelt asked when his
questions on Julie Lane will be
answered.
Hobson said the Julie Lane

item will be on the agenda on
Monday, April 16, 2012.
McCulloh asked Van Der
Stelt for a clearly defined list of
questions on Julie Lane for
Hobson to answer.
The Board of County
Commissioners signed Riley
County Personnel Action
Forms for the following:
Mitzi Farmer, a new hire, as
an On Call Juvenile Intake
Officer, in the Community
Corrections Department, at a
grade B step 5, at $12.49 per
hour.
Eric Coleman, a new hire, as
an On Call Juvenile Intake
Officer, in the Community
Corrections Department, at a
grade B step 5, at $12.49 per
hour.
Jessica Campbell, a new
hire, as an On Call Juvenile
Intake
Officer,
in
the
Community
Corrections
Department, at a grade B step
5, at $12.49 per hour.
9:00 Rich Vargo, County
Clerk
Sigmund Meier, Sloan Meier
Hancock Engineers Surveyors;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services;
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County
Engineer;
Paul Foltz; Rod Harms; Mel
Van Der Stelt; and Harry
Brockish, attended.
Vargo presented year-to-date
budget and expenditure reports.
Lewis moved to approve the
minutes of April 5, 2012 as
amended. McCulloh seconded.
Carried 3-0.
9:15 Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer
Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative
Services; Rod Harms; Leon
Hobson,
Public
Works
Director/County
Engineer;
Eileen King, County Treasurer;
Harry Brockish; Julie Merklin,
League of Women Voters;
Debbie Regester, Register of
Deeds; Amy King, Deeds
Supervisor/Deputy Register of
Deeds; Dennis Peterson,
Noxious Weed Director; and
Jennifer Wilson,
County
Extension Director, attended.
Shepek presented a draft letter to the Board for departments’ and outside agencies’
2013 budget baseline.
McCulloh stated departments should look at last year’s
budget and assess what is really needed in the next year’s
budget.
McCulloh said she would
like staff to submit a budget
baseline on what they are statutorily required to do and business needs.
Johnson said he agrees with
McCulloh and the budget
should be kept at a minimum
increase.
Lewis stated he would agree
with a minimal increase and a

2.61 mill increase would not be
acceptable this year.
The Board agreed the 2013
budget should be submitted
based on their statutory
requirements and business
needs.
Shepek asked if the Board is
open to taking requests for
additional staffing.
The Board said they would
be open to requests for staff.
9:30 Press Conference
Lanna Nichols, District
Court Administrator; Harry
Brockish; Julie Merklin,
League of Women Voters; Rod
Meredith, Assistant Public
Works Director/Parks Director;
Kayla Oney, Program Assistant
for UFM Community Learning
Center; Dan Page, KMAN; Mel
Van Der Stelt; Andrea
Feldkamp, Riley County 4-H
Youth Development Agent; Jon
Brake, Manhattan Free Press;
and Dawn Searles, Health
Department
Nursing
Supervisor, attended.
Nichols reported the State
Courts Systems furlough days
will be the following Fridays:
April 13th, April 27th, May
11th, May 25th, and June 8th.
Nichols stated 1,500 non-judicial employees will be impacted by losing approximately
10% of their salaries.
Nichols reported Chief
Justice Paul Miller will retire
June 9, 2012.
Oney reported the ribbon
cutting for the Community
Gardens will be Tuesday, April
10, 2012 at 4:30 p.m.
Feldkamp discussed the
Underage Drinking Awareness
Campaign.
Feldkamp
said
the
Manhattan
Area
Risk
Prevention Coalition (MARPC) members are currently
working to increase the
Manhattan
community’s
awareness of underage drinking.
Feldkamp said MARPC
applied for a SRS grant to target this initiative. Feldkamp
said the grant is a short-term
grant, running through the end
of June.
Feldkamp said as a result of
the committee work and grant
support, a media campaign to
include
public
service
announcements, newspaper
ads, local school television ads,
and mail-out information
pieces will be distributed during the months of April and
May to target prom and graduation season.
Feldkamp said the mail-out
campaign will specifically target parents of middle school
and high school students.
Feldkamp said data from the
Communities That Care (CTC)
survey data, indicate that students were accessing alcohol

DUANE L. McKINNEY

Broker-Appraiser-Inspector
APPRAISALS, SALES,
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Manhattan Realty Services

116 S. 4th St, Suite 2
Manhattan, Ks 66502
_________________________
Phone: 785 776-1010
Fax: 785 539-1026
E-Mail: manreal@kansas.net

Now Leasing 1-4 Bedrooms

R E A L E S TAT E

MANAGEMENT

CALL 537-7701
http://www.dremmanhattan.com/

Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location
Larry Kluttz

Certified Optician
Owner

(785)539-5105

930 Hayes Drive, Suite E.
Manhattan, Kansas
Fax: (785)539-2324

See County page 5

Kansas State Bank
A Part of Your Community

Branches
Manhattan—Westloop | ATM on site
1010 Westloop Place
785-587-4000

Manhattan—Aggieville | ATM on site
1101 Bluemont Avenue
785-587-4000

Manhattan—Downtown | ATM on site
555 Poyntz Avenue
785-587-4000

Manhattan—East Hwy 24 | ATM on site
Highway 24 & Green Valley Road
785-587-4000

Junction City | ATM on site
6th & Webster
785-762-5050

Wichita | ATM on site
Kellogg & Maize Road
316-722-6665

ATMs
Manhattan
800 Tuttle Creek
Tuttle Creek and Kimball
Varney’s Bookstore
Riley County Treasurer’s Office

Ogden
Riley Street
Junction City
18th and Jefferson
522 East Chestnut
MEMBER FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

myksb.com
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County Minutes _______________from page 4
Randolph City Hall/VFW,
108 W. Randolph Street,
Randolph on Thursday, May
17th,
Leonardville Community
Building, 118 N. Erpelding on
Thursday, May 31st.
10:10 Leon Hobson, Public
Works
Director/County
Engineer; and Bob Bramhall,
Thermal Comfort Air
Mel Van Der Stelt; Julie
Merklin, League of Women
Voters; Captain Kurt Moldrup,
Riley
County
Police
Department; Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative Services; Josh Kyle,
Riley County Police Department; and Knowles Smith,
Associated Equipment Sales,
attended.
Hobson stated that on
Thursday, February 23, 2012
he presented a Commission
Agenda Report (CAR) for the
installation of 4 evaporative
coolers to the rooftop HVAC
units at the LEC. Hobson stated
the Commission approved this
request to minimize the problems experienced with high
pressure shut offs when the
temperatures rose above 90 to
95 degrees.
Hobson stated after the
County signed the proposal
with Thermal Comfort Air
(TCA), Bramhall called him,
concerned this may not be the
best long-term solution for the
problem.
Hobson
said
Bramhall agreed the evaporative coolers would work but
was concerned the County was
adding the new coolers to the
rooftop units which were
approaching the end of their
useful life. Hobson stated
Bramhall then asked if he could
look into a longer term solution, primarily replacement of
the rooftop units. Hobson said
Bramhall also pointed out new
rooftop units would address

several other issues the County
is experiencing. Hobson said
by having all the numbers
available, it will allow the
Commission to have all the
available information to make
an informed decision.
Hobson said some of the
other issues with the rooftop
units we are experiencing are:
When the units go into the
economizer mode, the return
air to the unit is not sufficient
and the building actually pressurizes. This can and did allow
a breach in security. The positive air pressure keeps the exterior doors open, not allowing
them to shut normally, so
unless they are pushed shut
when someone exits the building, they do not close. This situation actually allowed a person to access the building when
it was not warranted. Prior to
this incident, the Planning and
Development did not have a
great concern with this situation. To resolve this problem a
forced air exhaust system can
be added to the existing units.
New units would have this feature already included.
Efficiency is another overall
concern. Water has been
sprayed on the condenser fins
the last couple of years, which
has left a thin film of lime on
them. This lowers the amount
of heat, which can be transferred. Bramhall indicated
there are places on the condensing units where the fins are
not in contact with the piping
thus reducing the heat being
transferred even more. These
multi-zone units are very inefficient just by the nature of their
design. When two zones are
calling for heating and cooling
at the same time, the system is
actually working against itself.
Newer units have a built in bypass, which improves the efficiency of the units during this

situation.
The final issue associated
with the rooftop units is water
entering the building. Due to a
construction issue, the current
rooftop units are installed only
a few inches off of the roof.
Normally the rooftop units
would be situated 8 inches off
of the roof. During heavy rains,
water comes over the rooftop
curb and into the unit where it
finds its way into the building.
This is not a huge issue, but
certainly more than an irritation. A new unit would be custom made which would allow
the units to be higher off the
roof thus eliminating this issue.
Hobson said the current units
are in their 11th year of operation. Hobson said Bramhall has
indicated the useful life of
these types of units generally
runs between 12 to 15 years.
Hobson said these units are
starting to experience compressor failures. Hobson said
adding the evaporative coolers
and the forced air exhaust will
resolve the current problems
but the County will still have
older, inefficient units that
allow water to enter the building. Hobson said Bramhall was
concerned with putting new
equipment on 11 year-old
rooftop units with the potential
for replacing these units in just
a few years.
Hobson said new units
would operate more efficiently,
be under warranty, eliminate
the need for the evaporative
coolers, eliminate the need to
add forced exhaust during the
economizer mode, and eliminate the water entering the
building.
Bramhall discussed the inefficiencies in the current multipurpose HVAC units. Bramhall
discussed the 3 options available:
4 evaporative coolers:

$19,101,
4 forced air exhausts:
$56,000,
4 new rooftop units:
$370,020.
Bramhall said the new units
would be much more efficient.
McCulloh asked if this project would be sole sourced or if
it would be bid on.
Bramhall asked if the Board
does competitively bid to
please have an engineer be sure
all things are equal.
Smith said 15 years of life on
a typical rooftop package is
normal.
Holeman stated if it is not
through the emergency exemption statute there may need to
be a bid.
Shepek reported the County
Building Fund and RCPD
funds do not have available
funds for the project. Shepek
stated the Board could use 2011
ending cash balance reserves
on the project.
McCulloh stated if the project does go out for bids the
Board does need to consider
local service as well.
Kyle said without evaporative coolers RCPD loses 80
hours of building maintenance.
Kyle said RCPD would encourage the Board to replace the
units.
McCulloh said she would
prefer to replace the units.
The Board agreed by consensus for staff to meet and discuss options for replacing the
HVAC units on the LEC.
10:40 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative Services
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Julie Merklin,
League of Women Voters; and
Mel Van Der Stelt attended.
Holeman reviewed proposed
language on the ½ cent sales
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Have you read what
the Free Press Said?

Ta y l o r ’s F a m i l y H a i r C a r e
All your Family’s Styling needs
See Faye, Marissa or Marianne
Booth
Rental Available
3tl7 8 5 - 5 3 9 - 7 7 5 1
Monday Thru Saturday
314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and
third full weekends each month, March 3&4, 17&18, 22
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas
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No. 5 Baylor Completes Sweep of Kansas State
MANHATTAN, Kan. –
Fifth-ranked Baylor erased
deficits in the resumption of a
suspended game and in the
series finale to complete a
three-game sweep of Kansas
State with a 14-12 win and an
11-inning
12-11
victory,
respectively, Sunday afternoon
at Tointon Family Stadium.
With the wins, Baylor
improved to 30-7 on the season
and a Big 12-record 15-0 mark
to begin conference play. The
Bears, who have now won 19straight games overall, became
the first conference foe to
sweep the Wildcats on their

home field since 2008. K-State
fell to 17-18 with the two losses and 3-9 in conference action.
In the second game of the
day, Kansas State held leads of
5-1 and 9-7 before Baylor
scored four runs in the eighth
inning to take an 11-9 lead. KState battle back with two runs
in the bottom half to tie the
game at 11, but Michael
Howard’s solo homer just over
the right-field foul pole in the
top of the 11th ended up being
the eventual game-winner.
The four-hour, 12-minute
series finale came on the heels
of the completion of Saturday’s

suspended game earlier in the
afternoon. Play resumed in the
sixth inning with K-State holding a 10-8 lead, but Baylor finished off a five-run frame on a
wild pitch to pull within a run
at 10-9. After the Bears shut
down K-State in the bottom
half, BU came back with five
more in the seventh, including
three on a homer by Nathan
Orf, to take a four-run advantage. K-State tried to get back
into the game with Wade
Hinkle’s team-leading seventh
home run of the season, but the
Bears held on for the two-run
victory.

County Minutes _______________from page 5
tax issue to place on the
Riley County website.
McCulloh suggested adding
the information on what projects would be funded.
Lewis suggested adding the
new proposed list of projects as
well.
Staff agreed to get the information together this week to
place on the website.
Hobson said the Kansas
Department of Health and
Environment (KDHE) will not
be allowed to maintain their
own sewage or grinder pumps
at University Park.
Hobson said the University
Park Board does not want to be
responsible for maintaining the
grinder pumps or centralized
system. Hobson said the
University Park Board would
prefer
Lakeside
Heights
become their own benefit district.
The Board discussed connection fees and differential
rates for the Lakeside Heights
District.
11:02
Cheryl
Collins,
Museum Director
Mel Van Der Stelt; Harry
Brockish; Julie Merklin,
League of Women Voters;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; and Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services,
attended.
C. Collins stated in celebration of their return from overseas duty, the 299th Brigade
Support Battalion held a ball in
January. C. Collins stated the
group borrowed exhibits from
the Flint Hills Veterans
Coalition and the Riley County
Historical Museum, and the
Museum loaned exhibit hardware for their event. C. Collins
stated the County was pleased
to help this group with their
celebration, and was very
pleased to receive a certificate
of appreciation.
C. Collins stated Barbara
Poresky,
Riley
County
Historical Museum Curator of
Design, will retire April 27,
2012. C. Collins stated Poresky
has worked at the Museum as a
volunteer, part-time employee,
and full-time employee since
1976. C. Collins said Poresky
is the last Museum employee
who worked at both the old
location in the basement of
Manhattan’s City Hall and at
the Museum’s present location
at 2309 Claflin Road. C.
Collins stated there will be a
reception in Poresky’s honor at
the Museum on April 27, 2012
from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. and
everyone is invited.
C. Collins stated the Riley
County Historical Society will
hold its quarterly dinner meeting Tuesday, April 17, 2012 at
Nelson’s
Landing
in
Leonardville. C. Collins said
the dinner costs $15.50 and will
begin at 6:30 p.m. C. Collins
said reservations must be made
by Tuesday, April 10, 2012. C.
Collins stated Kevin Larson, a
past President of the Riley
County Historical Society and
current Riley County Historical
Museum Trustee, will speak on
“History of Leonardville,
Kansas.” C. Collins stated the
program is free and no reservation is needed to attend.
C. Collins stated the Wolf
House fourth grade tours will
be April 23-25, 2012. C.

Collins stated that on Sunday,
April 29, 2012 from 2:00 p.m.5:00 p.m. they will have an
open house to give the public a
chance to see the special
demonstrations. C. Collins stated admission to this would be
free.
11:15 Eileen King, County
Treasurer
Harry
Brockish;
Julie
Merklin, League of Women
Voters; Mel Van Der Stelt; and
Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative
Services, attended.
King presented monthly
financial reports.
King discussed intangible
taxes.
Holeman said Hobson will
prepare a list of issues on Julie
Lane and Marlatt Avenue to
show Van Der Stelt prior to the
Board of County Commissioners session.
11:35 Lewis moved to
adjourn. McCulloh seconded.
Carried 3-0.
The Board of County
Commissioners
Of Riley County, Kansas
The Regular meeting of the
Board
of
County
Commissioners met at the
Ogden Community Center,
Ogden, Kansas April 12, 2012
with the following members
present: Alvan Johnson, Chair;
Dave Lewis, Vice Chair; Karen
McCulloh, Member; and Rich
Vargo, County Clerk.
8:30 Public Comment &
Business Meeting
Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative
Services; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; Rod
Meredith, Assistant Public
Works Director/Parks Director;
Doug Messer, Assistant Fire
Chief; and Burk Krohe,
Manhattan Mercury, attended.
Messer said at the Riley
County Fire District Advisory
Board meeting Pat Collins,
Emergency
Management
Director, reported the Fire
District could purchase another
fire truck. Messer said they
have found and made a tentative offer of $65,000 for a used
fire truck from Johnson
County. Messer said the Riley
County Fire District Advisory
Board would like approval
from the Board of County
Commissioners to purchase the
truck from the Fire District
Capital fund.
The Board spoke favorably
about purchasing the fire truck
but wanted full details prior to
purchasing.
Hobson discussed better signage for traffic coming out of
the airport.
KDOT feels present signage
is adequate.
Hobson said he spoke with
Manhattan Township about the
closing of Purcell Road.
Hobson said they are only talking about closing the portion
that goes through Kansas State
University property.
McCulloh moved to approve
a Grant of Permanent Easement
for Foote Ranches, LLC to lay
out, relocate, widen, or alter the
public road known as Mineral
Springs Road, solely for the
purpose of constructing of a
road and/or Bridge Project,
described as follows: A tract of

land located in the Northwest
Quarter of Section 26,
Township 11 South, Range 8
East of the 6th Principal
Meridian in Riley County,
Kansas, more particularly
described as follows: commencing at the Northwest corner of said Section 26; thence
along the North line of the
Northwest Quarter of said
Section 26 North 90 degrees 00
minutes 00 seconds East
617.47 feet (North 90 degrees
00 minutes 00 seconds East
being an assumed bearing) to
the point of beginning, said
point of beginning being on the
East right-of-way line of an
existing public road (Deep
Creek Road); thence along the
East right-of-way line of said
existing public road (Deep
Creek Road) South 0 degrees
00 minutes 00 seconds East
60.00 feet; thence North 90
degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds
East 968.41 feet; thence North
0 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds West 43.79 feet; thence
North 86 degrees 29 minutes
24 seconds West 264.77 feet to
a point on the North line of the
Northwest Quarter of said
Section 26, said point being
1301.59 feet North 90 degrees
00 minutes 00 seconds West of
the North Quarter corner of
said Section 26; thence along
the North line of the Northwest
Quarter of said Section 26
North 90 degrees 00 minutes
00 seconds West 704.13 feet to
the point of beginning, containing 1.28 acres, including 0.89
acres of existing public road
right-of-way. (0.39 acres of
additional public road right-ofway.) Lewis seconded. Carried
3-0.
McCulloh moved to approve
a Temporary Construction
Easement for Foote Ranches,
LLC to lay out, relocate, widen,
or alter a certain public road
known as Mineral Springs
Road, solely for the purpose of
constructing a road and/or
Bridge Project, described as
follows: (Editor’s Note. the
minutes gives a complet legal
discription.)
Lewis seconded. Carried 30.
McCulloh moved to approve
a Temporary Construction
Easement for James L
Holenbeck to lay out, relocate,
widen, or alter a certain public
road known as Mineral Springs
Road, solely for the purpose of
constructing a road and/or
Bridge Project, described as
follows: (Editor’s Note. the
minutes gives a complet legal
discription.)
Lewis seconded. Carried 30.
Lewis moved to sign
Acknowledgement of Receipts
of flood insurance for county
buildings. McCulloh seconded.
Carried 3-0.
The Board of County
Commissioners signed a Riley
County Personnel Action Form
for Kalsie Adams, a new hire,
as an On Call Juvenile Intake
Officer, in the Community
Corrections Department, at a
grade B step 5, at $12.49 per
hour.
McCulloh moved to sign a
Highway Use Permit for
Kansas Veterans’ Cemetery at
Fort Riley to replace irrigation
system on each side of the
entrance to the cemetery and

“That’s been the story in the
Big 12 for us,” head coach
Brad Hill said. “We’ve played
just close enough to get beat.
We have to step up. We had two
opportunities to win (the second) game and we need to get it
done. You just don’t get very
many opportunities against
those guys. Momentum is on
our side. We executed everything we needed to except for
the game-winning hit. That’s
very disappointing. We had
fight and we had competitiveness, but now we need to get
back to winning. Who can step
up, get that big hit and win a

game for us.”
Josh Ludy led all hitters by
going 2-for-2 with a two-run
homer in the second game of
the series, while the Baylor
catcher came back with a 5-for6 game with three home runs
and seven RBI in the series
finale. The Bears also picked
up a three-hit contest from
Howard in the suspended
game, while shortstop Jake
Miller and Orf collected three
RBI apiece. Logan Vick added
three hits for the Bears in the
series finale.
K-State was led in the second game of the series by

Hinkle and Tanner Witt, who
had three hits apiece. Mike
Kindel tied his season high
with three RBI in the middle
game of the three-game set.
Ross Kivett and Blair DeBord
paced the Wildcats with three
hits apiece in the series finale,
while DeBord tallied his teamleading ninth multi-RBI game
of the season with three runs
driven in
Baylor reliever Tyler Bremer
(3-0) earned the win in the middle game of the series despite
allowing two runs in two
innings.

replace sod and fertilize areas
that were disturbed during road
construction. Blueville Nursery
will perform work as indicated
on Jeff Hancock’s plan (SMH
Consultants). Lewis seconded.
Carried 3-0.
McCulloh moved to approve
a Silver Maintenance Agreement with ThyssenKrupp
Elevator Corporation for the
Riley County Health Department and Family Child
Resource
Center,
2003
Tecumseh Road, Manhattan,
Kansas, for three units. Lewis
seconded. Carried 3-0.
Lewis moved to approve the
minutes of April 9, 2012 as
amended. McCulloh seconded.
Carried 3-0.
9:02 Lyle Butler, Manhattan
Area Chamber of Commerce
Burk Krohe, Manhattan
Mercury; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; Rod
Meredith, Assistant Public
Works Director/Parks Director;
and
Clancy
Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative Services, attended.
Butler discussed the new
strategy for the Advantage
Manhattan Campaign. Butler
said the focus will be to work
more with our existing businesses. Butler said the
Chamber will hire a new person to focus on meeting with
existing businesses. Butler said
they hope to have the position
filled by June 1, 2012.
Butler said our local economic statistics are doing well.
Butler said NBAF is a moving target that is tied up with
politics. Butler stated several
studies are being conducted on
the facility.
Butler said the funding for
NBAF for the next fiscal year
has been pulled. Butler said the
delays have pushed back the
fully operational date to sometime in 2020.
9:25 Susie Kufahl, Riley
County Health Department
Director
Burk Krohe, Manhattan
Mercury;
Jeff
Burkhart,
KMAN; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;

Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; Rod
Meredith, Assistant Public
Works Director/Parks Director;
Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative
Services; and Paul Foltz,
attended.
Kufahl stated that the Riley
County Health Fair begins
today. Kufahl stated blood
draws for health tests are available each morning, TuesdayFriday, and the Riley County
Health Department is serving a
free, heart-healthy breakfast
Saturday morning when participants come in for their results.
Kufahl stated there will be
informational
booths,
a
farmer’s market, yoga demonstrations, emergency response
vehicles on display, a car seat
safety check, and more. Kufahl
said the Health Department has
promoted this event on the
radio, online, with flyers
throughout Riley County, and
on bank signs.
Kufahl stated Riley County
again has been ranked the
healthiest county in Kansas,
according to the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation and the
University of Wisconsin.
Kufahl said you can find out
more about the distinction at
www.countyhealthrankings.org
Kufahl stated the regional
portion of our emergency preparedness grant is changing
and will now renew in July, like
most of our other KDHE
grants. Kufahl stated the Health
Department is waiting to see if
Geary County will continue to
participate; if Geary County
does not, the State will need to
decide if we can still be a
“region” with just two counties,
Riley and Pottawatomie.
Kufahl stated issues from the
transition to Riley County that
are in progress or recently completed include: withdrawing
CDs and closing bank accounts
and getting the Health
Department’s new computers
to fit into Riley County’s IT
system. Kufahl stated the
Health Department is working
with Public Works to re-key the
Health Department, gain exterminator services, and install

ADA public door access.
Kufahl stated the sanitarian
position has been moved to the
Planning and Development
Department.
Kufahl said she plans on
attending the Kansas Public
Health Association annual
meeting in Wichita on Monday
and Tuesday, April 23-24,
2012.
9:41 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative Services
Administrative
Work
Session
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County
Engineer;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Burk Krohe,
Manhattan Mercury; Jeff
Burkhart, KMAN; Paul Foltz;
and Rod Meredith, Assistant
Public Works Director/Parks
Director, attended.
Hobson stated staff would
prefer to enlarge the University
Park Sewer District to include
Lakeside Heights.
Hobson said Lakeside
Heights would pay a differential rate to cover all costs and
not financially impact the
University Park Sewer District.
Holeman said a petition for
Lakeside Heights will have to
be submitted.
Holeman stated the LEC
HVAC system replacement will
need to be bid on competitively.
Holeman said Mellissa
Rundus is resigning from the
indigent defense panel.
McCulloh move to accept
Mellissa Rundus’ resignation
from the indigent defense panel
and appoint Laura Engles as
her replacement. Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0.
Holeman discussed the ½
cent sales tax question to the
Attorney General.
Holeman said if the sales tax
does end December 31, 2012
there would be no receipts for
the new tax until April 2013 if
the tax is renewed.
Holeman said a list of questions on Julie Lane has been
sent to Mel Van Der Stelt.
9:56 Lewis moved to
adjourn. McCulloh seconded.
Carried 3-0.

In Kansas, All Children Are At Least Average
By Gene Meyer
Kansas Reporter
FAIRWAY — Students in
two Kansas school districts
cannot be given an F.
Or, for that matter, a D.
At
high
schools
in
Wamego and Topeka’s Auburn
Washburn school districts, no
student is given any grade
below a C.
All students must at least
earn “average” marks, according to the traditional grading
scale.
“No one gets a C for sub par
work,”
says
Brad
Neuenswander,
the
state’s deputy education commissioner.
Advocates say the new
approach helps improve academic performance because it
requires students to do C-level
or higher work to earn classroom credit. Students whose
work falls short get second and
third chances to hit the required
marks.
Critics say they worry the
new approach pressures teachers to award higher grades,
either initially or through the
remedial work.
The concept has been around

awhile, particularly at Auburn
Washington, which adopted the
practice in 1995. Wamego has
followed the C-or-higher grading policy about three years.
Auburn Washington and
Wamego, about 45 miles west
of Topeka, are two examples of
schools employing the unique
grading policy, but there may
be more, Neuenswander said.
Kansas school officials simply
don’t know.
“That is strictly a local issue
that is determined by local
school boards,” he said.
Walt Chappell of Wichita is a
Kansas State Board of
Education member and an educational consultant who taught
high school science early in his
career.
Chappell asks a simple questions. Are graduates of high
schools that use the unorthodox
system as prepared for college
or careers as their conventionally-graded peers? He’d like
his fellow board members to
consider the question, and then,
when the results become more
clear, decide whether schools
should use the unique grading
plan.
“Teachers are under tremen-

dous pressure to give higher
grades, either to help students
qualify for athletics or for other
reasons,” he said.
One proponent says the
grading system enhances the
learning process.
The
unconventional
approach requires all students
to do better work to graduate,
said Board of Education
Chairman David Dennis, of
Wichita.
Dennis uses an interesting
analogy.
“Think of the Army,” Dennis
said. “The Army won’t let anyone fail or be left behind on the
battlefield.”
The grading system is a success in Wamego, said Mark
Stephan,
Wamego
High
School’s assistant principal and
athletic director. Faculty members first suggested the change
more than three years ago, he
said.
“Before then, (student performance) was just a point
chase,” Stephan said. “Students
would calculate how much
work they needed to do to come
out with passing grades at the
end of the year.”
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Gibbon Pair Arrive At Sunset
Sunset Zoo officials welcomed the newest addition to
the collection last night, as a
pair of white-handed gibbons
arrived safely from fellowAZA-institution
North
Carolina’s Natural Science
Center
of
Greensboro.
Dempsey, an 11-year-old male,
and Leslie, a 16-year-old
female, are currently getting
acclimated to their new space
in preparation for this weekend’s Grand Opening of the
John Woodard Memorial
Gibbons Exhibit along the
Asian Forest Trail.
The arrival of the new primate pair has been full of anticipation; this not only marks the
first time in the Zoo’s 75+ year
history that they’ll exhibit a
gibbons species, but the animals’ journey to Manhattan
was full of challenges. The
process began over a year ago
when Sunset Zoo officials contacted the Association of Zoos
& Aquariums’ (AZA) Gibbon
Taxon Advisory Group (TAG);
a cooperative breeding management program that allows
for the careful monitoring of a
particular species’ population
in AZA-accredited institutions.
In the fall of 2011, AZA’s

TAG identified a pair of whitecheeked gibbons for Sunset
Zoo’s newest exhibit – a male
from California and female
from Florida. After the recommendations were reviewed, it
was determined that the female
gibbon in particular was too
young to transfer from her family unit in Florida. The TAG
quickly identified a second pair
– this time white-handed gibbons – that were already cohabitating with one another at
North Carolina’s Natural
Science Center.
To transport the animals to
Manhattan, the gibbons would
take a commercial air flight
from
Greensboro,
North
Carolina to Kansas City where
Sunset Zoo officials would
drive the animals to the Little
Apple. However, all involved
learned quickly that this would
not be a “routine shipment.”
Their arrival date was continually pushed back for a variety
of unforeseen factors, including
the need to build custom travel
crates for the animals - ones
that would fit the smaller
planes flying out of Greensboro
but would also ensure that the

animals were safe and comfortable during transport.
After much coordination,
planning and preparation, the
animals
safely
departed
Greensboro airport late yesterday morning for the first leg of
their air travel. However, Zoo
officials were alerted halfway
through their flight that the
plane
was
experiencing
mechanical issues and would
be returning to Greensboro to
ensure the safety of all passengers. Luckily, Zoo officials
quickly identified a second
flight – only delaying the animals’ arrival in Kansas by two
hours. Sunset Zoo’s Head
Keeper, Kirk Nemechek, met
the animals and transported
them safely to their new exhibit last night.
“I’ve been in the Zoo industry for over 30 years and have
never seen an animal transfer
marked with as many challenges as this one,” said Scott
Shoemaker,
Sunset
Zoo
Director. “I want to commend
my staff as well as our colleagues from North Carolina
for the perseverance and dedication to ensure that these ani-

mals arrived safely and healthy
in their new home.”
Community members can
get their first glimpse at
Sunset’s newest residents this
Sunday as Sunset Zoo’s Earth
Day Celebration: A Party for
the Planets & Primates 2! Zoo
gates open at 9:30am, with
family-friendly activities from
Noon to 4:30pm, including the
Zoo’s Bounce House, National
Guard’s Rock Climbing Wall
and Walgreen’s Photo Booth.
A public dedication ceremony
will take place at 1:00pm.
Regular Zoo admission rates
apply for Earth Day 2012.
Additionally, construction is
wrapping up on the Zoo’s new
entryway facility, the Nature
Exploration Center, scheduled
to open on Sunday, June 3.
Parking will be limited for
Earth Day festivities, so guests
are encouraged to carpool or
depending on weather, park in
the field across from the Zoo’s
main lot. To learn more about
Earth Day, the Gibbons or the
new
exhibit,
visit
www.SunsetZoo.com or call
785.587.APES.

Amtrak Asks Kansas For Money
By Gene Meyer
Kansas Reporter
FAIRWAY — See Kansas,
take Amtrak.
But be sure to enjoy the
view, because it's going to cost
you — about $1,124.
That's a rough estimate only,
based on what transportation
officials guess may be needed
to refurbish some railway lines
in Kansas divided by the number of passengers who use
them.
Worth the price?
Nope, says Tad DeHaven, a
research analyst at the libertarian
Cato
Institute
in
Washington, D.C.
“It makes no economic
sense,” De Haven said.
Amtrak, according to a 2008
Cato study, was losing an average of $32 per passenger on its
44 U.S. long-distance rail
routes — and as much as $462
per passenger along the Sunset
Limited route from New
Orleans to Los Angeles. That
route includes the Texas to
California leg, which Kansas'
train riders would travel if service ended in the western part of
the state.
“What you have is a money
loser that’s dependent on federal subsidies,” DeHaven said
Monday. “Basically, you are
supporting leisure travelers,
because people who need to get
somewhere more timely are
going to take the plane.”
Amtrak — the federally
funded corporation in charge of

Want a New Career?
Fort Scott Community College Truck Driving School

passenger rail service in the
U.S. — wants Kansas, by 2014,
to pledge the money to repair
and replace some 60-year-old
tracks that run more than 900
miles from Kansas City to the
Kansas-Colorado border. Most
of the restoration work is needed on a 161-mile segment
between Hutchinson and
Garden City, where Amtrak
already slows its trains to
between 30 and 40 mph.
What's unclear is the exact
cost, or whether it will be split
solely among the three states,
whether Amtrak and BNSF
Railway Co. will help, or
whether any federal money
might be available.
But presuming costs are split
five ways, Kansas’ $20 million
stake works out to just under
$1,124 per rider for the fewer
than 18,000 Kansas passengers
who board or leave the
Southwest Chief west of
Newton each year, the Kansas
Department of Transportation
says.
Roughly as many people
drive the Kansas Turnpike in
six weeks as travel by train in a
year, according to data kept by
the
state
Transportation

Classifieds
Auctions
1/4 section productive irrigated farm ground one mile
east of Wamego. Thursday,
May 3 by Crossroads Real
Estate & Auction, LLC. See
details
at
www.kscrossroads.com.
Career Opportunity
ATTEND
COLLEGE
ONLINE
from
Home.
*Medical,
*Business,
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality.
Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified.
Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

LOW COST CLASS A CDL TRAINING.
Accredited 6-week program.
Meals & lodging available.
2 locations.
Fort Scott, 800-874-3722
Kansas City, 913-371-4668
Call to start your new career!

Help Wanted
Exp.
Flatbed
Drivers:
Regional opportunities now
open with plenty of freight &
great pay! 800-277-0212 or
primeinc.com

Classes Start Monthly

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: NO EXPERIENCE? Class A CDL Driver
Training. We train and Employ!
Ask about our NEW PAY
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Department and the Kansas
Turnpike Authority.
Together, the federally
owned rail corporation wants
$100 million from Kansas,
Colorado and New Mexico to
upgrade BNSF tracks to keep
the Southwest Chief rolling
through those states on its daily
runs from Chicago to Los
Angeles.
That’s just to fix the tracks.
Keeping them up may be an
$10 million ... per year.
Kansas Senate President
Steve Morrison, R-Hugoton,
whose district would lose
Amtrak service if the route
changed, could not be reached
for comment Monday. Morris
attended an Amtrak-BNSF
briefing last week but has
expressed no opinion on the situation, said Tony Venturella,
the Senate's press secretary.
Neither Kansas Gov. Sam
Brownback nor other legislators returned calls, either.
Without
the
monetary
pledge, the Chief probably
would turn south at Newton,
cross through Oklahoma into
Texas, and head west along the
southern U.S. border to Los
Angeles.

SCALE! Experienced Drivers
also
Needed!
Central
Refrigerated (877) 369-7885
www.centraltruckdrivingjobs.c
om
Help Wanted/Truck Driver
“You got the drive, We have
the Direction” OTR Drivers
APU Equipped Pre-Pass EZpass Pets/passenger policy.
Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. 1-800-528-7825
Misc.
AIRLINE CAREERS Become
an
Aviation
Maintenance
Tech.
FAA
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing available. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-248-7449.
Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW APRIL 21-22
SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-4 WICHITA KANSAS COLISEUM
(I-135 & E 85TH ST N)
BUY-SELL-TRADE INFO:
(563) 927-8176
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New Discovery Center Aspires to Connect with Visitors
News

Kansas State University
MANHATTAN, Kan. – Most
eastern Kansans are familiar
with the seasonal landscape in
the Flint Hills—blackened pastures and smoky hills each
spring, followed by green pastures dotted with cattle
throughout the summer. While
many recognize the hidden
pocket of beauty in the Flint
Hills, the landscape is still easily taken for granted.
Temperate grasslands like
the tallgrass prairie in the Flint
Hills are among the most
threatened ecosystems in the
world, said John Blair, professor of biology at Kansas State
University. In fact, more than
95 percent of these grasslands
in North America have been
lost.
Unfortunately,
many
Kansans do not realize the
extent to which these grasslands have been impacted globally or understand how critical
it is to preserve and conserve
the Flint Hills as one of the last
remaining expanses of native
tallgrass prairies.
More than a Museum
Manhattan’s latest tourist
attraction, the Flint Hills
Discovery Center, is filling that
knowledge gap—and more.
Instead of just informing people with facts about the prairie,
the Discovery Center contains
interactive exhibits designed to
connect with people of all ages
and backgrounds.
“We’ve come to understand
it’s not just about the intellectual connections or teaching people facts, but about helping
them experience the prairie in a
way that forms emotional connections,” said Ted Cable, professor of recreation resources at
Kansas State. “In other words,
people often will forget what
they learned or heard at a site,
but they’ll remember how they
felt.”
Cable served on the
Discovery Center’s steering
committee, along with other
Kansas
State
faculty,
Manhattan city representatives
and community members, to
guide the vision and direction
of the Discovery Center. He
provided input and feedback on
all the exhibits to help people
relate to the content and create
a fun experience for visitors.
“The exhibit designers have
done a great job in limiting the
amount of text for people to
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read and instead, having handson exhibits that will engage
them and be fun,” he said.
The Discovery Center
includes many interactive and
three-dimensional exhibits featuring the historical, cultural
and biological aspects of the
Flint Hills. There are also special exhibits designed for children, complete with play areas
and
activity
centers.
Eventually, the Discovery
Center will hold educational
programs for both children and
adults.
Cable personally believes
the multimedia immersive
experience is one of the most
powerful exhibits at the
Discovery Center. This exhibit
features a theater with stone
benches intended to evoke the
feeling of sitting around a
campfire. “I think it will be a
powerful mechanism for
encouraging people to go outdoors and visit the Flint Hills
for themselves,” he said.
With few remaining tallgrass
prairies in the world, conservation is a key theme throughout
the Discovery Center exhibits.
Blair served on the technical
committee for the Discovery
Center and provided input on
the exhibits focused on grassland ecology and preservation.
His research at the Konza
Prairie Biological Station
involves identifying critical
factors for maintaining and
conserving tallgrass prairies
like those in the Flint Hills.
“Two practices particularly
important in these grasslands
are periodic fires and the presence of grazers, such as bison,
which would have been historically important, and cattle,
which are dominant grazers in
the landscape today,” he said.
Fire prevents woody vegetation, like cedar trees, from taking over the grasslands. In just
a couple decades, we could lose
these grasslands if it were not
for the use of fire as a management tool to preserve them,
Blair said.
A Portal to the Prairie
While visitors will be able to
experience the Flint Hills in a
dynamic and engaging way
within the walls of the
Discovery Center, Cable said
the goal is to light a spark of
interest within people that will
prompt them to go outside and
experience the Flint Hills firsthand. He sees the Discovery

The Open House Saturday had a controlled entry. Many had to wait before they could enter the Discovery Center.
Center as an entrance point or
portal into nature.
From there, Cable hopes visitors will come to love and
appreciate the Flint Hills.
“‘People will only protect what
they love,’” he said, quoting
oceanographer
Jacques
Cousteau. “Our ultimate goal is
stewardship of the Flint Hills.
So as visitors go through the
Discovery Center, we want
them to come to care about the
Flint Hills so they’ll care for
the Flint Hills.”
Cable, Blair and other committee members believe the
Discovery Center will be key in
introducing people to the Flint
Hills as an important resource.
“Education and outreach is
important because people need
to understand what they’re conserving,” Blair said. “The synergy between our research programs at Kansas State and the
educational and outreach programs here at the Discovery
Center
will
contribute
immensely to educating the

public and increasing appreciation
of
this
important
resource.”
The Underground Forest
exhibit introduces visitors to
parts of the prairie they cannot
always see—like the roots, soil
and insects.
The soil found in the Flint
Hills makes it ideal for grazing,
said DeAnn Presley, professor
of environmental soil science
and management and member
of the Discovery Center’s technical committee.
Prairie soil tends to be thin-

ner than valley soils and less
suitable for farming. “The
upland soils are much more
fragile,” she said. “If we
farmed the Flint Hills, we could
lose the soil due to erosion.”
Part of the Underground
Forest exhibit contains dried
bundles of the dominant grasses in the Flint Hills, many of
them in excess of 10 feet tall
from the tops of seed heads to
the tips of the roots. Chuck
Rice, professor of soil microbiology, also served on the technical committee and said the

health of the prairie soil is
influenced by the presence of
these grasses.
“The length and depth of the
roots really feeds the microorganisms in the soil, which helps
make the soil very fertile and
productive,” he said. “These
roots are key for supplying
energy to the microorganisms.”
For more information about
the Discovery Center, visit
Flint Hills Discovery Center or
to view a video, go to Flint
Hills Discovery Center.

At the Discovery Center people line up to hear “Voices of the Plains.”

Here is the long and the short of it, it is a beautiful place to learn about the prairie.

The Discovery Center is a fun place for children, and mom, and dad.

