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City To Pay Town Center $640,000 For 3rd Street
Editorial
Jon A. Brake
What is your word worth? If
you give your word, how long
is it good for?
It looks like the City of
Manhattan’s word is only good
until the next Developer comes
to town.
The Manhattan Town Center
Mall was built in the early to
mid-‘80. To finish the Mall and
to get Dillard’s to come to
town; the City gave them a
lease that said they had a right
to keep Third Street closed.
Dillard’s has been clear for
years they do not want through
traffic on Third Street for safety reasons. One of their parking
lots would be divided from the
store by a busy Third Street.
When Dial Reality came to
town to develop the Downtown
area, someone wanted Third
Street open so people can drive
from Poyntz to the new North
and South Districts.
This is how the City Staff
told the City Commission
Tuesday night in a memo: “For
many years, the City has
expressed an interest in opening 3rd Street completely
through the parking areas so
that it connects to Leavenworth
Street on the north and continues across Pierre Street to connect to 3rd Street on the south.”
On January 4th of this year
the City used its power of eminent domain to take back the
right to use Third Street.
Court Appointed Appraisers
have determined the compensation to Dillard’s and the Mall
should be $640,000.
The memo states: “In order
to proceed with the acquisition,
the City is obligated to pay the
award, plus the fees, into the
Clerk of the District Court
within 30 days of the date the
Appraisers filed their report. If
the City chooses not to pay the
award, the case is deemed
abandoned. In such instance,
the City would still be obligated to pay the Appraiser’s fees,
and in addition would be subject to paying the reasonable
expenses of the defendants
incurred in the defense of the
case. Once the award and fees
are paid into court, the City is
the owner of the property interests being acquired. However,
any interested party, including
the City, can still appeal the
Appraiser’s award.”
Managers of the Mall have
indicated that any money
received from the action will be
used for improvements.

Dillard’s customers will have a lot more traffic to wade through if the City opens Third Street.

Feds: No Ed Waivers

Third Street to no where. Third Street on the South end of the Town Center Mall ends at the
off ramp of U.S. Highway 177. The City wants the street to run all the way to Ft. Riley Blvd.
But the City has closed Third Street at the North end of the North Development Area.

By Gene Meyer
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. - Federal
education officials have turned
down Kansas' request to be
excused from needing to hit
higher targets for improving
students' performance, the
state's education commissioner
said Friday.
The Kansas State Board of
Education asked the U.S.
Department of Education in
February for a waiver from federal No Child Left Behind education program requirements
that more elementary and middle school students achieve
higher reading and math scores
in 2011.
Board members requested the
waiver because the state is in
the midst of switching to socalled common core standards
believed to be more compatible
with new federal Blue Print for
Reform guidelines that the
Obama administration is proposing to replace No Child Left
Behind.
However, the U.S. Education

Department this week informed
Kansas it was denying the
requested
waiver
while
Congress addressed a wider
variety of issues making the
transition, Diane DeBacker, the
state's education commissioner
said Friday.
The denial means that a larger number of more than 1,300
schools in Kansas than the
more than 255 found insufficient last year, likely will be
found to fall short of higher No
Child Left Behind reading and
math improvement targets
when the next test results are
announced in August.
That in turns means that
some schools on the list, which
have already failed to meet
their targets for a year or more
potentially will face a variety
of escalating sanctions that
range from closer supervision
by state education officials to,
in extreme cases, complete
restructuring, said Kathy
Toelkes, a spokesperson for the
Kansas board.

Kansas Profile - Now That's Rural - Brian Logan - Homestead Custom Cabinets
By Ron Wilson, director of
the Huck Boyd National
Institute for Rural Development
at Kansas State University.
“One good thing leads to
another.” That truism applies to
many things, and it certainly
applies to the business of
Homestead Custom Cabinets.
Word-of-mouth
advertising
from satisfied customers has
helped grow the business for
this custom cabinet-maker in
rural Kansas.
Brian Logan is owner of
Homestead Custom Cabinets
near Wamego, Kan. Brian grew
up at Concordia, where he
attended community college
before coming to K-State.
Brian’s father was a lifelong
barber, who was also very
handy in his workshop.
Apparently Brian got those
skills as well.

“I always enjoyed woodworking,” Brian said. In 1993,
he went to work for Bob
Buchanan’s cabinet shop at
Wamego. Brian found he
enjoyed designing and producing high quality cabinets.
In 2001, Bob Buchanan
retired and Brian purchased the
business. Brian also wanted to
expand and have his own building. In 2002, he started building a new shop of his own
south of Wamego.
“We built the shop ourselves
on weekends,” Brian said. “It
was me and Archie (an older
worker in the shop) and my dad
and brother.” There was also
the question of what to name
the business. At the time the
Logans were building the
building, the county assigned a
name to the roadway next to
their new location: Homestead

Road. That name seemed to fit
the cabinet business as well.
Homestead Custom Cabinets
became the name of this new
business. In 2003, Homestead
Custom Cabinets opened in the
new shop six miles south of
Wamego, on Homestead Road
along Highway 99. It is in a
truly rural location, halfway
between Wamego and the community of Alma, population
785 people. Now, that’s rural.
The shop is new, but it is
well-connected to the past. In
the lobby sits one of Brian’s
father’s old barber chairs.
Homestead Custom Cabinets
does both commercial and residential work. Their cabinets are
popular in homes and businesses in north east and north central Kansas. The business specializes in custom cabinetry.
“We do all kinds of cabinetry

work,” Brian said. “Not just
kitchen cabinets, but entertainment centers, headboards,
office spaces, and even in
campers.” He does the design
the old-fashioned way, with a
tape measure and a story pole.
“It’s something the old carpenters used for layout,” Brian
said. “I learned it from Bob
Buchanan.” Now Brian’s sonin-law Chase is working in the
business also.
“Every job is its own job,”
Brian said. “Every job is individual. We’re really good at
matching existing cabinets in a
space. And we really emphasize quality.”
“When you open (a cabinet)
up, you can see how it’s made,”
Brian said. “We use ¾ inch plywood rather than particle
board. Some people use particle board which is cheaper, but

it is also heavier which really
isn’t needed. I don’t want to get
into the lower end cabinets.
And we finish the inside of our
cabinets too, so they are finished inside and out.”
This emphasis on quality has
paid off in terms of the business. Brian gets lots of return
business, repeat customers, and
word-of-mouth marketing.
“Word of mouth, referrals,
and repeat business have been
my best advertising,” Brian
said. There seems to be a ripple
effect when he works on projects.
“We were working for a family at Alta Vista, and then the
son needed something done,”
Brian said. “When the inlaws
saw it, that turned into a project
for them. And then the sister
wanted something.”
Brian has appreciated the
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support he’s received in the
community. For example, he
has done projects for the local
vet clinic, hospital, museum,
city hall, and library. At the
Wabaunsee
County
Courthouse, he did a project in
the Register of Deed’s office. It
went so well that the county
attorney wanted something.
That led to projects for the traffic division, county treasurer,
and then the county clerk.
Wow.
“One good thing leads to
another.” Yes, that’s been the
path of business growth for
Homestead Custom Cabinets.
We commend Brian Logan for
making a difference with his
hard work and emphasis on
quality craftsmanship. For rural
Kansas, let’s keep the good
things coming.
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Obituaries
Forrest H.
Boerner

Forrest Henry Boerner, age
91, of Manhattan, died May 10,
2011, at his residence.
He was born August 7, 1919,
the son of Ernest and Marie
(Hueseman) Boerner on a farm
on the shore of Lake Carlos,
northeast
of Alexandria,
Minnesota, the youngest of
three boys.
When a year old the family
moved to Brookside, MN, a

Anita A.
Hanna

Atina Amosa Hanna, 75, of
Manhattan, passed away
Friday, May 13, at Mercy
Regional Health Center. A
beloved and unique spirit,
Atina left this world peacefully
while surrounded by her hus-

Themla E.
McCurdy
Thelma Esther McCurdy,
age 95, of Gardner, Kansas formally of Manhattan, died
Friday May13, 2011 at the
Evergreen Nursing Home in
Olathe, Kansas.
She was born February 9,
1916 in Ellis County, Kansas
the daughter of Frederick and
Florence (Carter) Mickelson.
On July 21, 1935 she was
united in marriage to Francis
McCurdy in Russell, Kansas.
Francis preceded her in death
on May 10, 1973.
Thelma lived in Ellis
County, Ellis, Kansas, and
Hays, Kansas prior to moving

James R. Schroll
James Russell Schroll, 88,
Manhattan, passed away at Via
Christi Village on Tuesday,
May 10, 2011. James was born
in Syracuse, Kansas on March
24, 1923, the son of the late
Marguerite
(Brown)
and
George Russell Schroll. James
married
Zelda Anderson
Engelbert.
James graduated from
Syracuse High School and
received his Bachelor's Degree
in Industrial Arts from Kansas
State University in 1956.

suburb of West Minneapolis. In
1929, Forrest and his mother
took a trip to San Diego, CA
after his mother had a kidney
removed. They stayed with his
brother Lawrence and his wife.
This was the first trip of many
of theirs. Forrest was in only
one school for a whole semester from 4th grade until a freshman in highs school.
In 1933, the family got into
the poultry business and moved
to an acreage in Downey where
Forrest went to high school. He
was active in FFA having
bought a day old Guernse
heifer. During high school he
started building a dairy herd
and also lettered in football,
basketball and track.
After high school his parents
bought an acreage in El Cajon,
and he and his dad built a dairy
barn. Forrest started a milk
route in El Cajon, Le Mesa and
East San Diego.
While showing his cattle at
the San Diego County Fair he
met Josephine Scripps, granddaughter of E.W. Scripps

founder of Scripps Howard
Newspapers, who also had
some Guernsy’s. They went
into partnership and built a
dairy on the 7600 acre family
ranch which Josephine had
inherited from her grandfather.
While running the milk route
in Le Mesa, Forrest, met
Frances Meinke, and they married in 1939. They had four
sons. In 1941, Forrest and
Josephine split the partnership
and Forrest traded his share of
the herd for a tractor and trailer
which he operated until he
went into the war where he
went to work for Consolidated
Aircraft as a draftsman. He
later joined the San Diego
Sheriff’s office as a deputy.
In 1945, Forrest enlisted in
the Army Air Corps as a Pilot
Cadet. He trained in Texas as
when pilot training ceased he
became an M.P. Investigator.
After the war he returned to
the Sheriff’s Department, until
drawing her G.I. Homestead in
Idaho on the Hunt Project
which had been a Japanese

Relocation Center during the
war. It was located just north of
Twin Falls, Idaho. Built a dairy
and leased a herd. After many
years there and losing some
leases and sons going away to
college they sold out and
Forrest went to work for
Federal Crop Insurance Agency
of USDA. This entailed moved
to Bismark, ND, Billings, MT,
Washington, DC, Lincoln, NE
and he and Frances arrived in
Manhattan where he was
Director of FCI in Kansas and
Colorado for 9 years, where he
retired in 1985.
He was active in the First
Lutheran Church serving on
Council on two occasions and
was Secretary of the Property
Committee for many years. He
was also an avid golfer, taking
it up while traveling for Crop
Insurance. A member of Stagg
Hill Golf Course he served on
the Board of Directors. He later
served on the Board of
Directors of the Riley County
Seniors’ Service Center.
After Frances passed away

on June 19, 2001, he joined the
Walky Talk Coffee Group at the
Mall. He and Frances had
walked together for many
years, first outdoors and then in
the mall.
He and Frances had played
bridge in couples groups from
their time in Washington, DC
and were active in groups in
Manhattan. When Frances
became ill Forrest cared for her
until the last six weeks when
she moved to Meadowlark
Hills. After her death he participated with the Widowed
Peoples Group at the Senior
Center.
He also continued golfing at
Stagg Hill and attended First
Lutheran regularly. He also
walked at the mall daily and
had coffee with the group.
Forrest was also preceded in
death by his parents and by his
two brothers: Leonard and
Lawrence.
Survivors include his four
sons: Frank Boerner and his
wife Janet of Houston, TX,
Clint Boerner and his wife

Cindy of Hotchkiss, CO, Bruce
Boerner and his wife Jacki of
Cedar City, UT, and Albert
Boerner and his wife Carol of
Cedar City, UT; three grandsons, several step grandsons
and granddaughters, and several great-grandchildren.
Cremation is planned with
memorial services to be held at
10:00 A.M. Thursday, May
19th, at the First Lutheran
Church, 930 Poyntz Avenue,
Manhattan, with Reverend Dr.
Keith Wiens officiating.
Online condolences may be
left for the family by clicking
on "Send Condolences" on this
page.
In lieu of flowers memorial
contributions may be made to
the Alzheimer’s Disease
Association.
Contributions
may be left in care of the
Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home, 1616 Poyntz
Avenue, Manhattan, KS 66502.

band, three children and three
eldest grandchildren.
Atina was born June 28,
1935, in the small village of
Faleapuna, Western Samoa, the
seventh child of Amosa
Matalavea and Fusi Talitua. At
the age of 12, she was one of
ten Samoan students to earn a
full scholarship from the New
Zealand government for her
secondary and post-secondary
education in New Zealand.
Atina then returned to
Samoa to begin her career in
education, teaching at elementary, secondary, and teacher
training levels before becoming
a curriculum officer in the
Ministry of Education. She also
authored a children’s book,
Manu and Little Hen. She then
received a full scholarship to
earn a B.A. in English at the
East-West Center at the
University of Hawai’i.

After resuming her position
as a curriculum specialist,
Atina worked with Peace Corps
Volunteer Gerald Hanna; love
blossomed. They were married
under a tree on October 8,
1971.
In the summer of 1972, Atina
and Jerry moved to Manhattan,
Kansas, where Atina settled
into life as a homemaker and
mother. She was grateful to
have World Friendship to help
her acclimate to her new culture. Later she served as a Girl
Scout Leader, Moderator of the
First Congregational Church,
and Lee School P.T.O
President.
When her children grew
older, Atina became the
Executive Director of the Flint
Hills Breadbasket, where she
served for eight years. Atina
loved being part of community
life in Manhattan, which she

affectionately called “my village.” She was a member of
First Congregational United
Church of Christ, League of
Women
Voters,
Greater
Manhattan
Community
Foundation,
Manhattan
Alliance for Peace and Justice,
Rotary, and Flint Hills PFLAG.
Atina was passionate and outspoken in promoting social justice.
Atina is survived by her partner, Jerry Hanna, of the home;
three children, Tali Hanna
Vinson and her partner Marc
Vinson, of Ely, NV; Gladys
Fusi Hanna-White and her partner Theresa White, of Kansas
City, MO; and Howard Amosa
Haskell Hanna and his partner
Krista Steiger of Kansas City,
MO; and seven grandchildren,
Vincent Amosa Hanna and Sina
Marie Hanna of Manhattan;
Zeke Howard Amosa Vinson

and Nafanua Gladys Anna
Vinson of Ely, NV; Robson
Amosa Hanna-White of Kansas
City, MO; and Jack Doss Keleti
Hanna and Olive Corina
Atalana Hanna of Kansas City,
MO. She is also survived by
several siblings and a large
extended family in Samoa,
New Zealand, Australia, and
the U.S.
The memorial service was
held Tuesday, May 17, at 4:00
p.m. at First Congregational
United Church of Christ. In lieu

of flowers, the family suggests
that any memorial gifts be
made
to
the
First
Congregational Church or the
Flint
Hills
Breadbasket.
Contributions may be left in
care of the Yorgensen-MeloanLondeen Funeral Home, 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan, KS
66502.
Online condolences may be
may be left for the family by
clicking
on
"Send
Condolences" on this page.

to Manhattan in 1956. She
lived in Manhattan until 2003
when she moved to Gardner,
Kansas.
Thelma was a member of the
Riley County Senior Service
Center and also R.S.V.P. She
enjoyed gardening, crafts and
especially crocheting.
She was also preceded in
death by her two sons: Gene A.
McCurdy in 2009 and Gary W.
McCurdy in 2006; also three
brothers: Ralph, Everett, and
Clarence Mickelson; seven sisters: Olive Hays, Grace Crist,
Alice Rosendahl, Mildred
Parker, Elma Schuster, Bonnie
DeLong,
and
Florence
Mickelson.
Mrs. McCurdy is survived
by her two daughters: Kay

Osmun of Gardner, Kansas and
Wendy Neary of Olathe,
Kansas. Additional survivors
include her grandchildren: Greg
McCurdy, Randall McCurdy,
and Kevin McCurdy (Amy),
James Osmun (Shirley) and
Stephen Osmun (Jenifer), and
Faith Miller (Tim), Marc
McCurdy (Lisa), and Steven
Robertson; also eight greatgrandchildren: Rosie, TJ, Marc
Jr., Sophia, Brynn, Jessica,
Ashley, and April; her two sisters: Hazel Dirks of Hesston,
Kansas and Betty Wayman of
Ellis, Kansas.
Memorial services for Mrs.
McCurdy will be held at 11:00
a.m. Tuesday May 24, 2011 at
the Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Chapel in Manhattan,

with her nephew William
Rucker officiating. Inurnment
will follow in the Sunrise
Cemetery in Manhattan.
Memorial contributions are
suggested to the Disability
Rights Center of Kansas.
Contributions may be left in
care of the Yorgensen-MeloanLondeen Funeral Home, 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
Kansas 66502.
Online condolences may be
left for the family by clicking
on "Send Condolences" on this
page.

He served in the U.S. Navy
in World War II and with the
Bitter Bird Squadron in the
Korean War.
James was a self-employed
owner and operator of
Zeandale Salvage Trash Co.
and then worked at Manhattan
Christian College in the maintenance department.
He was a member of the
Zeandale Community Church,
Zeandale, Kansas. He was also
a member of the Flint Hills
Flyers Club and American
Legion.
James is survived by his

wife, Zelda Schroll, of Via
Christi Village; his three sons,
Darrell and wife Janet, Dana
and his wife Jan, and Linn and
his wife Sharon, all of
Manhattan and seven grandchildren, Rusty, Kristy, Justin,
Shane and Kelsey Schroll and
Dike and Cody Ridder.
He is preceded in death by his
parents and brother, Richard
Schroll.
Private family services will
be held at a later date.
Irvin-Parkview
Funeral
Home is entrusted with arrangements.

BUDGET SHOP 730 Colorado

Donations are no longer accepted.
Regular hours until May 26.
Closed May 27-28 for Memorial Day.
Open May 31 through June 11.
Saturday sales begin June 18.
Everything $.50.
June 26, everything $.25
and then closed until August.
Hours: Monday-Friday 12 Noon – 3:00 PM;
Saturday, 10:00 am -1:00 pm.
Closed Monday.

Rocky J. Racoma
Rocky Joseph Racoma, age
73, former longtime resident of
Manhattan, Kansas, passed
away peacefully on Monday,
May 16, 2011, at his home in
Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
Additional obituary information and service times are pending.

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
DO YOU NEED TO GET AROUND TOWN?
CALL THE aTa Bus TODAY!
537-6345
GENERAL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
FOR THE MANHATTAN-RILEY COUNTY AREA
This Project Funded in Part by the KDOT Public Transit Program

Car Clinic, Inc.

Now Leasing 1-4 Bedrooms

“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs
• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis
• Transmission service
• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

R E A L E S TAT E

CALL 537-7701
539-1040

209 Sarber Ln

RODS • SHADES • DRAPERIES • BLINDS
FABRIC BY THE YARD
IN HOME CLEANING OF FABRIC WINDOW COVERINGS

Drapery World and Blinds
Tom Deaver
“We measure and install”
and “Brighten insides”
Phone (785) 537-4260
Toll Free - 1-800-515-9478

MANAGEMENT

317 Poyntz
Manhattan, Kansas 66502

http://www.dremmanhattan.com/

Take a Pal Shooting
With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full
weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

FANCY CREEK RANGE
At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas
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Lawmakers Send Upped Drunk Driving Penalties to Gov
ANHATTAN REE RESS

By Rachel Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA,
Kan.
–
Legislators sent Gov. Sam
Brownback
a
mega-bill
Thursday upping the penalties
for drunk driving and requires
convicted drunk drivers to use
a device that locks up a car
ignition if the driver fails a
breathalyzer test.
Other provisions hike the
fine for driving drunk by $250
and direct the extra money
toward Kansas community corrections agencies. A new
statewide database of DUI
offenders will ensure those who
drive drunk in multiple jurisdictions will face an escalation
of penalties rather than first
time charges for each occurrence.
Legislators focused on ways
to keep drunk drivers off the
road, looking heavily to ignition interlock in the new pun-

ishments rather than simply
license suspension. The technology affixes to a car’s ignition system at a cost to the user
of $2.11 per day, and will only
allow the vehicle to start if the
driver blows a clean breathalyzer test.
“Statistics show 80 percent
of people with suspended
licenses still drive and they still
drive drunk,” said state Rep.
Pat Colloton, a Republican
from Leawood who sponsored
the bill on the House floor. “It’s
absolutely recognizing that suspending licenses does not have
the effect of putting an interlock in.”
Kansans who currently have
suspended licenses can apply to
have an ignition interlock
installed in their car in
exchange for driving privileges. The application will
carry a fee of $100, which will
also go to community correc-

tions agencies.
Lawmakers hope the extra
fees from retroactive ignition
interlocks and increased DUI
fines will help local corrections
agencies who will now have to
shoulder the responsibility of
increased
supervision
of
offenders. The 2012 budget
originally cut funding for the
agencies by $2 million.
However, $1.5 million was
replaced during budget negotiations.
“I believe that how we funded this bill from the state general fund and fines, we’ve come
up with a formula that will
most appropriately fund community corrections,” said state
Rep. Melody McCray-Miller, a
Democrat from Wichita and
ranking minority member of
the Corrections and Juvenile
Justice Committee.
The Kansas Department of
Transportation put forth $2.5

million from its technology
fund to pay for the central
repository database, which will
keep track of all DUI offenders
in the state.
“We believe that by funding
the central repository, it will
reduce deaths and injuries
related to DUI crashes which is
why we believe it’s so important that it be funded,” said
Lindsey Douglas, chief of governmental affairs for KDOT.
The Kansas Bureau of
Investigation will maintain and
administer the repository. Each
of the 105 counties in Kansas
will have to streamline their
technology to correlate with the
KBI, so there will be an implementation period as local governments get on board.
First time DUI offenders
with a clean driving record will
now be required to drive with
an ignition interlock for six
months. But first time DUI

offenders with three or more
traffic violations will be subject
to an interlock for a year.
Subsequent DUI convictions
carry penalties that increase the
interlock requirement time by
one year for each offense.
State Rep. Lance Kinzer, a
Republican from Olathe was
critical of the way the bill
allows drivers with five or
more DUIs to retain their
licenses in some cases with an
interlock caveat.
“I too think it’s a mistake to
get rid of revocation provisions
for those who have shown time
and time again they’re going to
go through ignition interlock
and still have cases where
they’re still being allowed to
drive and not have their license
revoked,” Kinzer said.
Nonetheless, Kinzer supported the legislation, with hopes
the lawmakers would revisit
the issue next year. The bill

received a unanimous 121 to 0
vote in the House. The Senate
approved the bill on a 39-0
vote.
The bill is a result of more
than two years of work by a
legislative
the
DUI
Commission, a panel of lawmakers, public officials and
concerned citizens who listened to testimony and brought
ideas to put in a final recommendation to the legislature.
Currently all states except
Alabama have some sort of
ignition interlock requirement
for varying levels of DUI convictions according to the
National Council of State
Legislatures. Kansas previously required interlocks for one
year after license reinstatement
for second, third, or fourth DUI
offenses.

Kansas Negotiators Work Out a $14 Billion Budget
By Gene Meyer
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – Kansas’
legislative budget negotiators
late Wednesday evening struck
a deal designed to end the
state’s fiscal 2012 spending
plan with a $50 million surplus.
The new proposed budget
broadly calls for a nearly 6 percent reduction in all funds
spending, to about $14 billion,
in the fiscal year beginning
July 1, but a 6 percent increase
in state general fund spending,
the part primarily paid by
Kansas taxpayers, to about $6.1
billion.
Both those totals very nearly
match what Kansas Gov. Sam
Brownback
proposed
in
January and reflect both a drop
in federal funding from stimulus programs that have expired
plus increased state spending
needed to offset the federal
cuts, aides say.
The plan must still be
approved by both houses of the
legislature, which is one of the
last things each is expected to
do before adjourning later this
week, and by the governor.
The three House and three
Senate negotiators, led by
House
Appropriations
Committee
Chair
Marc
Rhoades,
a
Newton
Republican, and Senate Ways
and Means Committee Chair
Carolyn McGinn, a Sedgwick
Republican, met nearly two
dozen times in the last three
weeks, to transform a spending
plan that in January appeared
headed toward a $500 milllion

deficit into the proposal struck
Wednesday designed to produce a $50 million surplus.
Ending 2012 with a healthy
balance is critical, House budget writers and Gov. Brownback
have insisted throughout this
set of negotiations, because a
temporarily increased Kansas
retail sales tax passed last year
is set to expire in 2013 and
reduce what historically is one
of the state’s largest revenue
sources after personal income
taxes.
Brownback in a statement
released Wednesday night
called the agreement a “victory
for Kansas,” because lawmakers were able to turn the expected huge deficit into a modest
surplus – equal to less than 1
percent of planned state general fund revenue spending –
without raising taxes.
Senate Vice President John
Vratil, a Leawood Republican,
who has served in the Senate
since 1998 and as a budget
negotiator this session, said the
two sides “dealt with more
issues that took longer to
resolve than I ever recall.”
House
Speaker
Mike
O’Neal,
a
Hutchinson
Republican, said the what the
negotiators did turning the
expected deficit into a surplus,
“is pretty remarkable.”
It in effect is the largest
reduction of spending proposals made by a sitting governor
in memory, O’Neal said.
The plan cuts base state aid
for Kansas elementary through
high school students to $3,780

per pupil from $4,012 currently, but increases total state
spending per pupil to $4,743
counting state contributions to
educator's pension plans, special education funding and
other programs. Those totals
are higher than what House
members initially voted last
month, but lower than what the
Senate proposed.
Negotiations seemed largely
stalled last weekend, but picked
up Monday and Tuesday as the
three state Senators and
Representatives on the conference committee reached agreement on some previous sticking
points.
Among them were the
restoration of a $5 million Fair
Fares air service subsidy for
Wichita, some $5.5 million in
operating funds for Washburn
University in Topeka that
amount to half that school's
operating budget, and $1.5 million in funds for Kansas public
broadcasting services, all of
which the House initially voted
to cut.
Committee members also
agreed to allocate $15 million
in research grant money for the
University of Kansas, Kansas
State University and Wichita
State University to the Kansas
Department of Commerce, as
proposed by Brownback and
voted by the House, instead of
to the Board of Regents as the
Senate wanted.
The money is to be divided
equally among the three
schools and used, with matching funds,raised by those

schools to support centers of
excellence for cancer research
at KU, animal health research
at K-State and aviation research
at Wichita State. House members and the governor wanted
the Commerce Department to
control that funding, in part to
help assure the research would
be geared to real world applications.

Some of the last big ticket
items settled Wednesday were a
$4 million reduction in Kansas
Board of Regents appropriations to reduce funding for the
Kan-Ed broadband network in
sparsely populated western
Kansas, and the transfer of $ 1
million in Kansas Bioscience
Authority Funding to Wichita
State University’s Center of

Innovation for Biomaterials in
Orthopaedic Research. CIBOR,
as the center is known, earlier
complained that Bioscience
executives failed to deliver
some promised investment
funds. Those accusations,
which led to Senate Commerce
Committee hearings on the
Authority’s financial practices,
remain unresolved.

House Moves Bonds
Away From KBA Oversight
By Rachel Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – The House
Wednesday
unanimously
stripped the Kansas Bioscience
Authority’s oversight of $105
million worth of bonds for a
new animal health center in
Manhattan, placing the Kansas
Department of Administration
in charge of the money.
Sponsors say it’s a preventative measure to ensure accusations of impropriety surrounding the Kansas Bioscience
Authority don’t affect the flow
of the federal bonds for the
National Agro and Bio-Defense
Facility in Manhattan. The
Kansas Bioscience Authority is
currently under investigation
by the Johnson County District
Attorney, who has not disclosed any details about the
nature of that investigation.
The authority’s former president, Tom Thornton, whose
management style has been
criticized by state legislators,
abruptly resigned last month
and has taken a new job in
Cleveland.
“We hope this will quell any
potential problems at the federal level, for them to come back
and say ‘we’re concerned about
our investment in Kansas,’”
said Rep. Marc Rhoades, a
Republican from Newton.
The bill also makes bonds
for NBAF subject to approval
by the State Finance Council,

which consists of the governor
and legislative leadership.
The provisions were inserted
in a senate bill, which means
that chamber can bring it up on
a motion to concur. Senate
leadership and Gov. Sam
Brownback are on board with
the measure.
“Because of NBAF and
because of the recent happenings at the Bioscience
Authority we probably need
these extra set of eyes,” said
Rep. Jerry Henry, a Democrat
from Cummings.
The Bioscience Authority
has been under scrutiny in
recent month by legislators and
the governor for reports of
inappropriate use of money and
not following through on promises for funding. Currently,
forensic auditors hired by the
authority
are
examining
records and receipts for evidence of impropriety.
The National Agro and Biodefense Facility is an animal
health research laboratory that
will open in 2015, at an estimated construction cost of
about $525 - $575 million.
Gov. Brownback and a bipartisan group of Kansas legislative leadership traveled to
Washington D.C. in late
February to petition the U.S.
Congress to include $150 million in its budget to begin construction on the facility. The
money was included in the fed-

See Back Issues of The Free
Press At
www.ManhattanFreePress.com

eral budget, however, that
doesn’t necessarily ensure continued funding in future years.
The Kansas Bioscience
Authority was established in
2004 by the Kansas Economic
Growth Act, which designated
$581 million over 15 years to
enhance research capacity
while growing and supporting
bioscience research and startups in Kansas.

32 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINKS
9979cents
CENTS

BEST GAS PRICES IN TOWN
WE CARRY ETHENOL
SNICKERS 2 FOR $1.25

Happy
Hours:

___________________________________________
Marlboro: Pack: $4.65 - Carton: $44.99
Winston: Pack $4.29 - Carton: $40.99
Camel: Pack $4.43 - Carton: $42.49
32Mall:Pack
oz. Fountain
Drinks
Pall
$3.39 - Carton:
$32.99
Liggett $3.72 - Carton $35.99

Check Our U-Haul Prices

Reserve Your
Reserve
Your
U-Hall

U-Hall

323-0307 or 539-2827

2 - 5 p.m.

69 cents

Open Monday - Saturday 9-5

323-0307
or 539-2827
Open Sunday
1-4

- Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice -

Special: Marlboro 3 Pack - $13.50
Camel 3 Pack - $12.75
Liggett 3Pack - $10.95

Fresh DONUTS
Every Morning!!

Editorial
Editorial

The Beatable Obama:
The Less Media Driven Story

Do you enjoy B-rated horror movies that are high on
amusement but low on plot
and believability? Maybe
you’re into science fiction
thrillers with their wild,
futuristic villains and out-ofthis-world heroes. Well, turn
on the TV because you’re in
luck, you have reached the
highest point of media creativity where the biggest and
most fantastic stories are
spun for the viewing public.
Yes, the presidential race has
officially begun.
If you’re a liberal this is
likely to be the best part of
the political season. That is,
the speculation period where
the Democrat Party, sure of
its candidate for the general
election, can for all intents
and purposes sit back and
watch the opposition struggle through the process of
developing a lineup of presidential candidates. For the
liberal media that will be
working overtime to support
Barack Obama’s re-election,
their candidate will never be
as politically strong as he is
now while he faces no clear
opposition. The media is
making the most of this
moment.
Like a B-rated horror

Paul A. Ibbetson
movie that splashes blood
against the camera lens
every five minutes, presidential campaign coverage is
not about quality, it is about
quantity. For the media, getting the public to buy into a
political campaign is not
done through compelling
facts or undeniable logic but
through repetition of presentation. Repeat something as
fact over and over and in
time, even the most ridiculous things appear to be true.
This presidential cycle has
an abundance of rather low
budget but highly effective
media-driven stories taking
place. Let us observe a few.
While Barack Obama has
no clear competitors, he is
framed as invincible. Liberal
talking heads convey that the

Editorial

Letters to Tom

Nanny Know Best
Not really. Nanny doesn’t
always know best. What I
am talking about is the tendency of government to get
involved in our lives,
whether we want it to or not.
Last year, the Manhattan
City Commission enacted a
rental licensing and inspection program. The inspection
program is intended to
improve safety and the condition of residential rental
property.
The issue isn’t
whether these are worthwhile
objectives -- I’m all for safety and good living conditions. It is whether additional government regulation is
the best way to go.
On completion of company command, I served as the
Housing Officer at the
Supreme
Headquarters
Allied
Powers
Europe
(SHAPE) in Mons, Belgium.
The staff of the Housing
Office supported a community
of
about
6000
military/civilians and family
members from each of the
nations in the alliance. We
were a full service housing
office, which meant that we
maintained a listing of
approved property, prepared
rental contracts, and conducted entry and departure
inspections. The Housing
Office had a staff of 14 and
serviced approximately 600
customers per year. The cost
of this service (to taxpayers)
was high but deemed necessary to support military families stationed outside of of
their home countries. On the
plus side, rental listings met a
minimum standard of safety
and comfort. On the other
hand, rental rates were artificially high because service
members were required to
rent through our office.
There was little incentive for
landlords to compete with
each other. Once they met
the minimum standard they
had no incentive to offer a
better product.
This brings us back to
Manhattan’s rental inspection program.
Like the
Housing Office at SHAPE,
the city will now maintain an
approved rental listing and
will conduct inspections to
certify that rentals are up to
standard. Unlike the military
housing office, the landlord
is required to “pay to play”,
for both registration and the
inspection. Not to worry
though, it’s fairly certain that
landlords will pass that cost
along to the tenant (unless
our government decides to
get into regulate rental rates).
Can’t blame them, people
don’t go into business to lose
money--that’s left up to government. The rental inspection program requires that
rentals be inspected every
five years. Does this mean
that new tenants do not
receive a safety inspection if
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Mike Kryschtal
the certification is not five
years old? Five years is a
long time, particularly in a
city whose rental population
has a high rate of turnover
(students and soldiers).
What is the city’s liability for
a rental unit that it has certified as safe? Think about
that one.
I am not a landlord but my
perception is that from 2009
to
2011,
the
City
Commission often sided
against landlords. Whether
its the Disorderly House
Nuisance Code or the Rental
Licensing and Inspection
Program, it seems as though
our government takes a
“blame the landlord first”
position. This policy hurts
all of us. People looking for
affordable housing are more
likely to find it in a market
driven by competition, not
regulation. The good news is
that the majority on the city
commission has fulfilled
their pledge to review this
program and mend it or end
it.
Nanny doesn’t know best
and the government can’t
solve every problem. In fact,
it often makes things worse.
The more regulation government imposes on housing the
more it is likely to cost. New
York City has rent control
which limits how much a
landlord can charge for rent,
and regulates the services the
landlord must provide. The
average rental rate for a one
bedroom apartment in New
York City (the Big Apple) is
$2848 per month; by comparison, the average in
Manhattan (the Little Apple)
is $585.
Every city I
researched followed the
same pattern. The more the
government interferes with
housing, the more it costs.
America was founded on the
principles of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.
When I served in our military
and was stationed overseas, I
appreciated my chain of
command’s help in finding
adequate housing for my
family; as a retired soldier
and citizen, I don’t need the
government to tell me where
I can or can’t live. My experience at the SHAPE
Housing Office taught me
that inspections must be
timely and thorough to have
any value. I understand that
I am responsible for the safety and adequacy of my hous-

president sleeps well at
night due to his confidence
in the inevitable outcome of
the future election. Of
course Barack Obama
announced his candidacy
for re-election early for the
purposes of raising money.
The President knows he will
need these funds in what
will be a tough re-election
bid, but according to the
mainstream media narrative
being spun to the public,
only kryptonite could weaken his chance at a second
term. To strengthen the
believability of Obama’s
invincibility is the denigration of the still-forming
Republican pool of presidential candidates. If a
potential candidate decides
not to run, they are framed
as the best chance the
Republican Party had to
win. The media is now placing a halo around Mike
Huckabee and touting that
the Christian voting bloc
now has no candidate to
support.
Republicans, such as
Sarah Palin, that have not
yet decided on a run are
demonized as being indecisive. Those that have made
the decision to enter the race

ing. I would rather live with
the consequences of my decisions than exist in a state of
perpetual childhood. No
nanny needed. That is what
liberty is all about.
Mike Kryschtal is a native
of Lorain, Ohio. He has a
Bachelor's Degree from John
Carroll University and a
Master's
Degree
in
International Relations from
Boston University.
He
served in the United States
Army from 1972 to 1999. He
commanded a company in
the 82d Airborne Division, a
battalion in the 1st Infantry
Division, and a brigade in
the 2nd Infantry Division.
He served in the 1st Infantry
Division in Desert Storm.
Since retirement, Mike has
been an adjunct professor of
history, political science, and
leadership.
He lives in Manhattan,
Kansas with his wife, Karen
and their Siberian Huskies.

are framed as unworthy for a
litany of reasons. Mitt
Romney is too liberal and
supported unpopular healthcare in Massachusetts.
Herman Cain doesn’t have
enough political experience.
Newt Gingrich had a possible tax issue and has been
married more than once. You
name it, and most of the candidates are framed as weak
when put up against Barack
Obama.
The problem for the media
is that this initial period of
the presidential race will
soon end and focus will be
placed more evenly among
the political candidates,
including the president himself. The president’s bump in
the polls from the Osama bin
Laden liquidation will subside and Barack Obama will
be left with high unemployment, out-of-control national
debt, an albatross in his
forced healthcare and no
good alternatives to explain
his way out of it. The “blame
Bush” tactic has lost its
believability along with trying to feel happy about the
country’s direction when
watching the numbers spin
on the dial at the gas pumps.
At election time, the majori-

ty of people who ask themselves if they are better off
now than they were four
years ago are going to say
no.
The less media-driven
story is that Barack Obama’s
best chance to be re-elected
is ironically a matter that is
also out of his hands. When
the B-rated theatrics of the
media are stripped away,
Obama will be elected only
if Republicans refuse to
place a true conservative
candidate to oppose him.
Despite what viewers will
hear and see over the coming
months from the liberal
media, the country yearns
for the AntiObama, a true
conservative to lead the
country from the brink of
economic and moral destruction. The further a candidate
is ideologically from Barack
Obama, and the clearer that
difference can be articulated
to the American people, the
more likely Republicans will
win the presidency in 2012.
Paul A. Ibbetson is a former Chief of Police of
Cherryvale, Kansas, and
member of the Montgomery
County Drug Task Force.
Paul received his Bachelor’s
and Master’s degrees in

Criminal Justice at Wichita
State University, and is currently completing his Ph.D.
in Sociology at Kansas State
University. Paul is the
author of several books
including the 2010 release
“Oliver’s Tale: A Squirrel’s
Story of Love, Courage, and
Revolution.” Paul is also
the radio host of the Kansas
Broadcasting Association’s
2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011
award-winning radio program, Conscience of Kansas
airing on KSDB Manhattan
91.9
FM,
www.ibbetsonusa.com. For interviews
or questions, please contact
him
at
ibbetson91.9@gmail.com

Paul Ibbetson’s new book
is "Available at Amazon and
the Manhattan Hastings
Store."
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Manhattan City Minutes
MINUTES
CITY COMMISSION MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2011
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Meeting of the City
Commission was held at 7:00 p.m.
in the City Commission Room.
Mayor James E. Sherow and
Commissioners Loren J. Pepperd,
John Matta, Wynn Butler, and
Richard B. Jankovich were present.
Also present were the City
Manager Ron R. Fehr, Assistant
City Manager Jason Hilgers,
Assistant City Manager Lauren
Palmer, Assistant City Attorney
Katharine Jackson, City Clerk Gary
S. Fees, 9 staff, and approximately
230 interested citizens.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor
Sherow
led
the
Commission in the Pledge of
Allegiance.
MAYOR'S COMMUNITY
SERVICE AWARDS
Mayor Sherow recognized
Janice Hill and Lauren Palmer,
recipients
of
the
Mayor's
Community Service Award.
PROCLAMATIONS
Mayor Sherow proclaimed May
9-13, 2011, Manhattan Association
of Realtors Appreciation Week.
Sarah Blair, President, Manhattan
Association of REALTORS, was
present to receive the proclamation.
Mayor Sherow proclaimed May
14, 2011, Letter Carrier Food Drive
Day. Fred Stork, Food Drive
Coordinator, and co-workers,
National
Letter
Carriers
Association, were present to
receive the proclamation.
Mayor Sherow proclaimed May
14, 2011, Poppy Day. Madison
Gaume, Poppy Princess, and Karen
Sisk, Poppy Committee, American
Legion Auxilliary Post 17, were
present to receive the proclamation.
Mayor Sherow proclaimed May
15-21, 2011, National Public
Works Week. Sam Malinowsky,
Cook, Flat and Strobel Engineers;
Matthew Kohls, BG Consultants;
Greg Fief, Schwab-Eaton; Jeff
Hancock, SMH Consultants; Buck
Driggs, Alfred Benesch and
Company; Nathan Bergman,
Bartlett and West; Robert Ott, City
Engineer; Nick Arena, Public
Works Management Assistant; Jeff
Walters, Street Superintendent;
Robert Pugh, Assistant Director of
Public Works-Utilities; and Dale
Houdeshell, Director of Public
Works, were present to receive the
proclamation.
Mayor Sherow proclaimed May
2011,
National
Preservation
Month.
Kathy Dzewaltowski,
President, Manhattan/Riley County
Preservation Alliance; Sara Fisher,
Vice President, Manhattan/Riley
County Preservation Alliance; and
Gina Riffel, Mary Ann Fleming,
and
Marina
Pecar-Krstic,
Manhattan/Riley
County
Preservation Alliance members,
were present to receive the proclamation.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mayor Sherow opened the public comments.
Jason, Topeka, Kansas, asked
the Commission if there would be
public comment allowed on the
non-discrimination ordinance item.
Mayor Sherow stated that there
would be public comment on the
item.
Hearing no other comments,
Mayor Sherow closed the public
comments.
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
Mayor Sherow announced that
Saturday, May 7, 2011, is an opportunity to come ride your bicycle
with the Mayor. He said that riders
will leave City Hall at 10:00 a.m.
and encouraged the community to
participate in this fun event.
CONSENT AGENDA
(* denotes those items discussed)
MINUTES
The Commission approved the
minutes of the Regular City
Commission
Meeting
held
Tuesday, April 19, 2011.
CLAIMS REGISTER NO. 2671
The Commission approved
Claims Register No. 2671 authorizing and approving the payment of
claims from April 13, 2011, to April
26, 2011, in the amount of
$7,459,677.33.
LICENSE
The Commission approved an

annual Cereal Malt Beverage OffPremises License for Short Stop
#12, 2010 N. Tuttle Creek
Boulevard.
FINAL PLAT – 2216 CLAFLIN
TOWNHOMES PUD
The Commission accepted the
easements and rights-of-way, as
shown on the Final Plat of 2216
Claflin Townhomes Addition, a
Residential PUD, generally located
at 2216 Claflin Road, based on
conformance with the Manhattan
Urban
Area
Subdivision
Regulations.
RESTRICTIVE COVENANT 2216 CLAFLIN TOWNHOMES
The Commission authorized the
Mayor and City Clerk to execute
the Agreement Creating a
Restrictive Covenant on Real
Estate regarding construction and
maintenance of a drainage area and
drainage improvements for 2216
Claflin Townhomes.
ORDINANCE NO. 6892 –
REZONE – 480 MCCALL
ROAD
The Commission approved
Ordinance No. 6892 rezoning Lot
2, Carlson Addition, generally
located at 480 McCall Road, from
I-2, Industrial Park District, to C-5,
Highway Service Commercial
District, based on the findings in
the Staff Report (See Attachment
No. 1).
*FIRST READING – REPEAL –
MOBILE FOOD VENDING
Lauren Palmer, Assistant City
Manager, responded to questions
from the Commission and provided
additional information on the item.
Ralph DeZago, City Prosecutor,
Junction City, informed the
Commission that he is the only person the ordinance is affecting at
this time and the only mobile food
vendor in Manhattan. He provided
background information on the
ordinance
and
asked
the
Commission to reconsider the item
and remove the item off the consent
agenda for additional public
debate.
The Commission approved first
reading of an ordinance repealing
Ordinance No. 3916 relating to
mobile food vending.
FIRST READING – AMEND –
PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS
PERMIT
The Commission approved first
reading of an ordinance amending
Chapter 24 relating to canvassers,
peddlers, and solicitors.
FIRST READING – NO PARKING EXCEPT SUNDAYS
The Commission approved first
reading of an ordinance altering the
existing “No Parking Anytime”
area on the east side of Browning
Avenue, from Claflin Road to
Dickens Avenue, to a “No Parking
Except Sundays” area on the east
side of Browning Avenue from 150
feet north of Claflin Road to 200
feet south of Dickens Avenue.
AWARD CONTRACT – OSAGE
STREET
STREETSCAPE
(SW1102)
The Commission accepted the
Engineer’s Estimate in the amount
of $109,860.00 and awarded a construction contract in the amount of
$74,272.50 to the low bidder
Carley Construction Company, of
Wamego, Kansas, for the Osage
Street Streetscape (SW1102).
CHANGE ORDER NO. 15 –
RUNWAY 3/21 SAFETY AREA
IMPROVEMENTS (AIP 37/38)
The Commission approved
Change Order No. 15 for the
Runway 3/21 Safety Area
Improvements project (AIP 37/38)
resulting in a net increase in the
amount of $20,315.55 (+0.57%) to
the contract with Smoky Hill, LLC,
of Salina, Kansas.
*SUBMIT - 2011 CDBG SECOND PROGRAM YEAR ANNUAL ACTION PLAN
Gary Olds, 3308 Frontier Circle,
asked for clarification on the
Community Development Block
Grant Action Plan.
Karen Davis, Director of
Community Development, provided an overview on the item and
responded to questions.
Ron Fehr, City Manager,
responded to questions from the
Commission and provided additional information on the item.
The Commission authorized the
submission of the City of
Manhattan
Community
Development Block Grant 2011

Second Program Year Annual
Action Plan.
BOARD APPOINTMENTS
The Commission approved
appointments by Mayor Sherow to
various boards and committees of
the City.
Arts and Humanities Advisory
Board
Appointment of Joleen Hill,
2909 Amherst Avenue, to a threeyear term. Ms. Hill’s term begins
immediately, and will expire March
31, 2014.
Appointment of Todd Holmberg,
3621 Hawthorne Woods Terrace, to
a three-year term. Mr. Holmberg’s
term begins immediately, and will
expire March 31, 2014.
Appointment of Jay Nelson, 406
Poyntz Avenue, to a three-year
term. Mr. Nelson’s term begins
immediately, and will expire March
31, 2014.
Appointment of Jan Danenberg,
2901 Nevada Street, to a two-year
term. Ms. Danenberg’s term begins
immediately, and will expire March
31, 2013.
Appointment of Don Hedrick,
1736 Fairview Avenue, to a twoyear term. Mr. Hedrick’s term
begins immediately, and will expire
March 31, 2013.
Appointment of Steve Lee, 121
North 8th Street, to a two-year
term. Mr. Lee’s term begins immediately, and will expire March 31,
2013.
Appointment of Penny Senften,
3348 Newbury Street, to a one-year
term. Ms. Senften’s term begins
immediately, and will expire March
31, 2012.
Appointment of Frank Tracz,
145 Bethany Drive, to a one-year
term. Mr. Tracz’s term begins
immediately, and will expire March
31, 2012.
Appointment of Derek Hoff, 613
Houston Street, to a one-year term.
Mr. Hoff’s term begins immediately, and will expire March 31, 2012.
Historic Resources Board
Re-appointment of Patrick
Schaub, 1400 Westwind Drive, to a
three-year Architect term. Mr.
Schaub’s term begins immediately,
and will expire April 30, 2014.
Appointment of Dixie West,
1014 Houston Street, to a threeyear Historic Preservation term.
Ms. West’s term begins immediately, and will expire April 30, 2014.
Housing Authority Board of
Commissioners
Appointment of Richard B.
Jankovich, 2021 Somerset Square,
to fill the unexpired Commissioner
term of Bob Strawn. Commissioner
Jankovich’s term begins immediately, and will expire March 3,
2013.
Library Board
Re-appointment of Tom Giller,
529 Houston Street, to a four-year
term. Mr. Giller’s term begins
immediately, and will expire April
30, 2015.
Re-appointment
of
Bill
Lansdowne, 1617 Baltimore
Terrace, to a four-year term. Mr.
Lansdowne’s term begins immediately, and will expire April 30,
2015.
Riley County Law Enforcement
Board
Appointment of Wynn Butler,
3600 Windsong Court, to fill the

unexpired City-At-Large term of
Jayme Morris-Hardeman. Mr.
Butler’s term begins immediately,
and will expire December 31, 2012.
Appointment of John E. Matta,
1213 Greystone Place, to fill the
unexpired City-At-Large term of
Bruce Snead. Mr. Matta’s term
begins immediately, and will expire
December 31, 2012.
Municipal Audit Committee
Appointment of Richard B.
Jankovich, 2021 Somerset Square,
to fill the unexpired Commissioner
term of Bob Strawn. Commissioner
Jankovich’s term begins immediately, and will expire March 31,
2012.
After discussion, Commissioner
Jankovich moved to approve the
consent agenda. Commissioner
Pepperd seconded the motion.
After additional discussion of
the Commission, on a roll call vote,
motion carried 5-0, with the exception of Item F, FIRST READING –
REPEAL – MOBILE FOOD
VENDING, which carried 3-2, with
Commissioners Pepperd and Butler
voting against the item; and Item
D, FINAL PLAT – 2216 CLAFLIN
TOWNHOMES PUD, which carried 4-0-1, with Commissioner
Jankovich abstaining from the
item.
GENERAL AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING - RESOLUTION OF INTENT – LEASE
FINANCING K-STATE
FEED MILL AND BIO-REFINERY FACILITY RELOCATION
Commissioner
Jankovich
announced that he had a conflict of
interest on the item and would
recuse himself.
Lauren Palmer, Assistant City
Manager, provided an overview of
the item.
David Weaver, Vice President of
Real Estate and Investments/Chief
Investment Officer (CIO), Kansas
State University Foundation, provided additional information on the
financing of the facility relocation.
Bernie Hayen, Director of
Finance, responded to questions
from the Commission.
Mayor Sherow opened the public hearing.
Hearing no comments, Mayor
Sherow closed the public hearing.
RESOLUTION NO. 050311-A –
RESOLUTION OF INTENT –
LEASE FINANCING - KSTATE FEED MILL AND BIOREFINERY FACILITY RELOCATION
After discussion, Commissioner
Pepperd moved to approve
Resolution No. 050311-A indicating the Commission’s intent to
issue up to $5.3 million in conduit
lease financing for the relocation of
the K-State Feed Mill and Biorefinery facility. Commissioner
Butler seconded the motion. On a
roll call vote, motion carried 4-0
with Commissioner Jankovich
recusing himself from the item.
FIRST READING – ADOPT UPDATED GATEWAY TO
MANHATTAN PLAN
Eric Cattell, Assistant Director
for Planning, presented the item
and responded to questions from
the Commission.
After discussion, Commissioner
Jankovich moved to approve first
reading of an ordinance amending

the Manhattan Urban Area
Comprehensive Plan by adopting
and incorporating by reference the
Updated Gateway to Manhattan
Plan, dated April 2011, and incorporating the necessary citation in
Chapter 4 as proposed; and by
adding a cross-reference to Vision
2025: A Comprehensive Plan for
Riley County, Kansas, in Chapter 4
as
proposed.
Commissioner
Pepperd seconded the motion.
After discussion of the
Commission, motion carried 5-0.
AWARD
CONSTRUCTION
CONTRACT - WILSON FIELD
RENOVATION (CP1101); RESOLUTION NO. 050311-B –
ISSUE – TEMPORARY NOTES
Curt Loupe, Director of Parks
and Recreation, presented the item.
He then responded to questions
from the Commission regarding the
proposal, bid process, project alternates, and use of temporary notes
supported from the Special Parks
and Recreation Fund.
Jason Hilgers, Assistant City
Manager, provided additional
information on the item and clarified the use of temporary notes and
the financing costs associated with
the project.
Curt Loupe, Director of Parks
and Recreation, responded to questions from the Commission regarding the base price information, use
and cost for the proposed facility,
process for public donations, and
the process used for the Wefald
Pavilion.
Vern Henricks, 3508 Vanesta
Drive, Founder and Director of the
Youth Leadership Foundation,
responded to questions from the
Commission on the proposed project and associated costs. He provided additional information on the
Youth Leadership Foundation

activities and funds that would support this project.
Ron Fehr, City Manager, provided clarification on the total City
contribution.
Jason Hilgers, Assistant City
Manager, provided additional
information on the proposed renovated ballfield, associated costs,
and the need to adjust the ballfield
to provide appropriate drainage for
competitive and community use.
Curt Loupe, Director of Parks
and Recreation, responded to questions from the Commission and
provided information with other
ballfield sites and associated costs.
Vern Henricks, 3508 Vanesta
Drive, Founder and Director of the
Youth Leadership Foundation,
informed the Commission that he
was trying to hold costs down and
provided items that were associated
with the project. He then responded to questions from the
Commission on the current and
future fundraising activities that
would provide the necessary funds
to support this project. He stated
that the commitment of funds being
proposed through the Foundation
was not a problem.
Curt Loupe, Director of Parks
and Recreation, responded to questions from the Commission about
where this item would fall in relation to the priorities of the Parks
and Recreation Department. He
stated that this project would be in
the top ten, but not near the top of
the list of priorities. He then provided a list of priority items that
need to be replaced and facilities
that needed improvements.
Gary Olds, 3308 Frontier Circle,
asked about the use and priority of
scheduling activities on Wilson
Field.
See Non-Discrimination Page 6A
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Curt Loupe, Director of Parks
and Recreation, and Jason Hilgers,
Assistant City Manager, responded
to questions on the use and priority
of the Manhattan Christian College
baseball team, the Manhattan High
School C team, the opportunity to
entertain additional uses and activities for the public.
Ron Fehr, City Manager, provided
clarification
on
the
Memorandum of Understanding
between the City and the Youth
Leadership Foundation that was
approved during the April 5, 2011,
City Commission meeting.
After discussion, Commissioner
Pepperd moved to approve and
authorize the Mayor and City Clerk
to execute the Contract between the
City and ATG Sports, of Andover,
Kansas, for the Wilson Field
Renovation (CP1101) and approve
Resolution No. 050311-B authorizing the issuance of temporary notes
for $575,000.00. Commissioner
Jankovich seconded the motion.
After additional discussion of
the Commission, on a roll call vote,
motion failed 3-2, with Mayor
Sherow and Commissioners Matta
and Butler voting against the
motion.
NEGOTIATE CONTRACT GIBBONS EXHIBIT (SZ0902)
Commissioner
Jankovich
announced that he had a conflict of
interest on the item and would
recuse himself.
Curt Loupe, Director of Parks
and Recreation, presented the item.
He then responded to questions
about financing the project and the
Woodard Trust.
Scott Shoemaker, Director,
Sunset Zoo, provided additional
information on the item and reported the amount of annual Zoo fees
received.
John Ball, 3107 Harahey Ridge,
Board Member, Friends of Sunset
Zoo, spoke in support of the project
and informed the Commission that
adequate funds are available to
cover this project. He also stated
that the Board is prepared to do
additional fundraisers to ensure that
obligations are met.
Thad
Carley,
Carley
Construction Company, voiced
concerns with the selection process
that was used and with the proposed recommendation.
He
requested that the recommendation
not be accepted. He stated that he
considers his firm to be local and
that his firm was the low bidder.
He also informed the Commission
that his firm is very interested in
doing this project.
Lee
Hecke,
Construction
Manager, Carley Construction
Company,
informed
the
Commission that there were many
questions associated with the project and asked to get the bid date
moved back. He stated their firm
was $1,300.00 lower that the competing bidder, worked with the
same specifications as the other
bidder, and considered their company a local bidder being in the city
of Wamego.
Thad
Carley,
Carley
Construction Company, reiterated
that the bid documents did not state
a preference for a local contractor
or a preference given to contractors
having prior experience with Parks
and Recreation Department. He
informed the Commission that it
takes time to put together a competitive bid and that the company
can do a wonderful job for the City
of Manhattan. He then responded
to questions from the Commission
regarding the Architect's Estimate
and value engineering.
Ron Fehr, City Manager, provided additional information and clarification on the item. He then
responded to questions from the
Commission and stated that the
contract would come back to the
Commission for approval.
Thad
Carley,
Carley
Construction Company, provided
additional information on the item
and informed the Commission that
his company wants to work on this
project.
Nick Arena, Management
Assistant, responded to questions
from the Commission regarding the
process and discussions with the
two contractors.
Curt Loupe, Director of Parks
and Recreation, provided additional information on the item and stated that the goal is to lower the cost
for this project with value engineering.
After discussion, Mayor Sherow
moved to reject both bids for the
Gibbons Exhibit (SZ0902), and
direct the City staff to enter into
negotiations with R.M. Baril, of
Manhattan, Kansas. Commissioner
Pepperd seconded the motion. On
a roll call vote, motion failed 3-1,

with Commissioners Pepperd,
Matta, and Butler voting against
the motion and Commissioner
Jankovich recusing himself from
the item.
After discussion, Commissioner
Pepperd moved to reject both bids
for the Gibbons Exhibit (SZ0902),
and direct the City staff to enter
into negotiations with Carley
Construction, of Wamego, Kansas.
Commissioner Butler seconded the
motion. On a roll call vote, motion
carried 4-0 with Commissioner
Jankovich recusing himself from
the item.
The Commission took a brief
recess.
FIRST READING - NON-DISCRIMINATION ORDINANCE
(CONTINUED)
Mayor Sherow provided an
overview of the process for the
item and the procedure to accommodate public comment, which
would be limited to three minutes
per person.
Jason Hilgers, Assistant City
Manager, presented background
information on the item and provided clarification of the ordinance.
Katharine Jackson, Assistant
City Attorney, responded to questions from the Commission and
provided clarification of Sections
10-15 and 10-16.
Susan Gerth, 2213 Alta Drive,
President, Flint Hills Parents,
Families, and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays, and member of the
Board of Directors for the Kansas
Statewide Transgender Project,
voiced support to keep the current
ordinance to protect the same rights
that everyone else has. She provided additional information and concerns about the transgender members of the community and concerns for her daughter.
Carl Doud, 720 Dehoff Drive,
informed the Commission that he
was in favor of repealing the ordinance. He stated that he was
opposed in having a board with
judicial powers to issue fines,
financial obligations associated
with the ordinance, and that he did
not see a discrimination problem in
the community.
Phil Anderson, 1718 Fairchild
Avenue, read a portion of the ordinance and asked the Commission to
allow the ordinance to be successful and give it time for implementation. He stated that it is imperative
that the City of Manhattan maintain
the non-discrimination ordinance
and provide equal treatment to
everyone. He said Manhattan
wants to be a welcoming community and if the ordinance is repealed,
Manhattan Commissioners have
decided that it may be a welcoming
community for some, but not for
all.
Bob Reader, 6560 North 52nd
Street, informed the Commission
that the petition committee with
Awaken Manhattan has garnered
sufficient signatures of 1,686 to
revoke the discrimination ordinance. He stated that on April 5,
2011, the people of Manhattan
voted in a new Commission who
had campaigned in opposition of
this ordinance, and that it is now
appropriate to act based on the
already expressed will of the people and to revoke the current ordinance.
Jonathan Mertz, 34107 Highway
K-18, President, Flint Hills Human
Rights Project, asked those to stand
that are or know people that are
gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender. He stated that there is no evidence to support the claims that the
ordinance will affect businesses or
bring lawsuits. He informed the
Commission that they did their
research and presented the
Commission with statements from
cities and states across the nation
that
have said this has not been an
issue or burden on businesses in
their community. He begged the
Commission to provide evidence
contrary to what has been presented
and to support the current ordinance.
Stan Hoerman, 2021 Bluehills
Road, stated that there are consequences to elections and this is a
referendum on this ordinance.
Elain Denel Korroch, 1708
Winne Drive, informed the
Commission that she was not able
to attend prior Commission meetings on this item due to an illness.
She asked to consider the importance of being able to go to a
restaurant with her partner and
enjoy a meal without being worried
about being kicked out. She stated
that it is not okay to be considered
as second-class citizens.
Darryl
Martin,
Pastor,
Manhattan Christian Fellowship
Church, 2229 Stone Post Road,

informed the Commission that his
members are not a hate group and
their message is love. He stated
that he believes relationships
should be between a man and a
woman, and that this is Gods
design.
David McFarland, 2030 Hunting
Avenue, asked the Commission to
consider growth and stated that a
few years ago, Manhattan was
named as one of the best places to
retire, but now the implied message
is that the community does not
want you to think about being here
unless you are heterosexual. He
asked that Manhattan not consider
going backward with the repeal of
this anti-discrimination ordinance.
He then provided additional information on the item and asked that
the anti-discrimination ordinance
stand as it has already been
approved.
Tracy Schmidt, 700 Brierwood
Drive, asked legal questions
regarding the Board and if they
would be granted the same powers
as civil court.
Katie Jackson, Assistant City
Attorney, and Jason Hilgers,
Assistant City Manager, responded
to questions regarding fines, remedies, process, and powers and
duties of the administrative agency.
Samuel
Brinton,
Smith
Scholarship House, 331 North 17th
Street, informed the Commission
that he was representing students at
Kansas State University and stated
the need to keep the current ordinance. He provided personal stories of students on the verge of
committing suicide. He stated that
the ordinance is not perfect, nothing ever is, but asked that citizens
of Manhattan be treated with
respect, be protected on or off campus, and asked the Commission to
hold the ordinance in-place.
Betty Banner, 618 Osage Street,
encouraged the Commission to
withhold the current ordinance.
She voiced support of the current
ordinance and provided examples
of past discrimination practices.
She informed the Commission that
it is understandable that there may
not be complaints because there
was nobody to complain to. She
asked the Commission to support
the ordinance and ensure equal
treatment for everyone.
Larry
Limbocker,
2108
Snowbird Drive, asked the
Commission to repeal the ordinance and stated that it was not
necessary, is overreaching and
heavy handed with penalties, and
stated that the current State law is
fine. He said that respect goes both
ways and the election was about
differences of opinion and those
opinions should be respected.
Maria Snyder, 1413 Pierre
Street, with friend Mercedes
Palmer, voiced concern with the
proposal to repeal the ordinance
and stated that she was a concerned
parent of two children in the school
district as well as a gay woman and
student at Kansas State University.
She provided examples of bullying,
discrimination, and alienation that
her friend Mercedes has experienced, causing self-hatred and suicidal thoughts.
Kevin Ingram, 9061 Tonya
Terrace, President, Manhattan
Christian College, informed the
Commission that he still believes
that the ordinance as written is
problematic on many levels for
religious organizations in town. He
stated that religious rights are protected by the Constitution of the
United States under God and
encouraged the Commission to
repeal the ordinance.
Jason, Topeka, Kansas, stated
that City of Topeka employees are
protected against discrimination, as
are the employees of Shawnee
County. He asked the Commission
to consider that this ordinance is
good for business as 80 percent of
the top 500 companies have these
same type of policies and that it
would be bad for business if the
ordinance is repealed.
Nate Spriggs, Student Body
President, Kansas State University,
1100 Fremont Street, informed the
Commission that the Kansas State
Student Governing Association
passed a resolution to reinstate the
previous support of the ordinance.
He strongly encouraged the
Commission to support continuance of the existing ordinance.
Frank Siegle, 1013 Houston
Street, thanked Commissioner
Matta and Butler for responding to
his emails. He informed the
Commission that the history of this
country has taken a long time to be
inclusive of all people. He stated
the ordinance is necessary because
people do things to other people
that are not right or part of the

American dream.
Lee Hildebrecht, 800 Fremont
Street, referred to a letter that
appeared in The Manhattan
Mercury by Debbie Nuss and stated
that he provided a response letter to
the director of the Senior Center.
He then voiced additional concerns.
Richard Hill, 3513 Stagecoach
Circle, representing the landlords
of Manhattan, stated that he was
opposed to discrimination. He said
that every citizen has rights and so
do business owners and landlords.
He stated that the ordinance
infringes on his ability to conduct
business and we are against the fact
that our rights are being taken
away.
Marolyn Caldwell, 325 Fordham
Road, stated that the damage has
already been done and she will be
moving. She stated that her son is
so angry, that he would not come to
the meeting. If this is what the
community wants, then they will
not be staying in Manhattan.
Will Neely, 404 South 18th
Street, informed the Commission
on the trend of public opinion for
acceptance and capitalism. He stated that this ordinance defends a
capitalism society that makes this
nation great.
Lora Boyer, 211 North 15th
Street, asked the Commission to
keep the ordinance and not repeal
the ordinance. She stated that
everyone should be provided the
same expectations and treatment
she has received. She stated this
ordinance provides protections to
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender,
and also protects her rights.
Joshua McGinn, 724 Poyntz
Avenue, stated that the most recent
election did not have a referendum
on the ballot and stated that it
would be inappropriate to vote on
human rights. He voiced his support to maintain the ordinance. He
stated that it is not a special right to
have access to justice and that no
one is entitled to discriminate.
Tara Clark, 2451 Big Horn Lane,
provided her experience in moving
to Kansas from New Jersey. She
stated that if the ordinance is
repealed, it will confirm to many
others that Kansas is a backwards
state. She said we all deserve the
same rights as others and asked the
Commission to keep the ordinance
and protect everyone.
Chris McCurry, 712 Ridgewood
Drive, informed the Commission
that he retired from the military and
moved to Manhattan because it was
a great place to raise a family with
traditional family values and
beliefs. He stated that this legislation is not needed and asked that
the ordinance be repealed.
Stephanie Mott, 119 Southeast
14th Street, Topeka, Kansas,
Executive
Director,
Kansas
Statewide Transgender Education
Project, Vice Chair Kansas
Equality Coalition, and Vice
Moderator on Board of Directors
for the Metropolitan Community
Church of Topeka, Kansas, provided background information on her
life being transgender. She asked
for the Commission to support
transgender people and to become
educated.
Jayme Morris-Hardeman, 1822
Laramie Street, talked about the
poor voter turnout in the last election and stated that this election
was not decided based on this
issue. She voiced disagreement
that the newly elected officials had
a mandate to repeal the ordinance
and that they did not receive a
majority of the votes. She asked
the Commission to support the
ordinance, support the City of
Manhattan’s mission statement,
and to make the right decision to
protect everyone in our community
to fulfill that mission.
Lukus Ebert, 1100 Pomeroy
Street, President-Elect, Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and
Questioning (LGBTQ), Kansas
State University, informed the
Commission that everyone has a
right to safe housing, employment,
and public accommodations. He
asked the Commission to not take
his rights away and to support the
ordinance.
Laura Bonella, 331 North 14th
Street, informed the Commission
that as a nursing mother, she was
asked to leave a restaurant and was
able to say no. She stated that if
you feel that you are not being discriminatory, then you have no reason to repeal this ordinance
because it will never affect you.
Daniel Ireton, 1504 Colorado
Street, Kansas State University
Librarian, asked to consider discriminatory practices in our history
and urged the Commission to fall
on the more heroic side of history

and support the LGBT community.
Tom Witt, State Chair, Kansas
Equality Coalition, expressed concerns and accusations with discrimination. He stated that we need to
establish and hold onto legal protections to prevent hurtful discrimination and abuse of children.
Stephen Henderson, Pastor,
Harvest Baptist Church, 3217 Ella
Lane, thanked the Commission for
their service and informed them
that their church members prays for
each of them as city leaders. He
stated that he comes from a standpoint that he cannot dismiss the fact
that he is a pastor and believes in
the Bible. He encouraged the
Commission to repeal the ordinance.
Brandon Katt, 807 Haymaker
Hall, Kansas State University student, provided clarification that
discrimination exists and does happen in Manhattan, Kansas.
Mike Herman, 446 Edgerton
Avenue, informed the Commission
that there is a need for an anti-discrimination ordinance and asked to
oppose repealing the ordinance.
He asked what the vision is for
Manhattan. If it is to recruit hightech businesses with cutting-edge
research, then Manhattan needs to
be inclusive without discrimination.
Nicolas Burns, 428 North 6th
Street, informed the Commission
that this ordinance will affect businesses and LGBT are business
owners too.
Bruce Snead, 810 Pierre Street,
expressed his appreciation to Katie
Jackson, Assistant City Attorney,
and to City staff in working to produce an ordinance that will serve
Manhattan well. He stated that he
would hate to see the ordinance
repealed and asked that if something is done with the ordinance, to
keep some aspects of the ordinance
for equal rights and justice. He
urged the Commission to not repeal
the ordinance.
Christy
Espinosa,
2320
Raspberry Drive, reflected on the
Pledge of Allegiance conducted at
the beginning of the meeting. She
stated that the discrimination being
exposed is by those that would
decide we are not one nation under
God, and those seeking discrimination are actually discriminating
against our Judean Christian principles that this nation under God was
founded on.
Commissioner Matta stated
there are many arguments for
repeal of this ordinance and questioned the need and appropriateness
for City government to use its
police powers of force and coercion
against its citizens as the only solution to this perceived problem. He
stated that mutual respect and
understanding do not come about
by the use of force. He voiced concerns with the consequences and
enforcement issues associated with
the discrimination ordinance. He
also expressed additional concerns
with the discrimination ordinance
and the right to the free exercise of
religion. He said that he did not
believe in a system to keep perpetuating and adding protected classes
and that the use of force is just a
trade-off between one group and
another. He stated that he would
vote to repeal the ordinance.
Commissioner Pepperd said that
elected officials must support the
views of the community and the
LGBT community has done an outstanding job in providing guidance,
direction, and education to the City,
City Commission, and Kansas

State University. However, they
have not provided the same education and guidance to the business
people in this community. He stated that USD 383 and the Manhattan
Area Chamber of Commerce have
voiced concerns with being able to
handle this ordinance. He stated
his standards of practice as a professional real estate agent. He stated that the community as a whole
does not support this ordinance and
that he would vote to repeal the
ordinance.
Commissioner Butler stated that
he does not oppose the ordinance
on religious grounds, but that he
disagreed with giving an appointed
board enforcement power. He
voiced concern with mixing of legislative and judicial powers and the
potential damage to reputations and
opportunities for serious abuse. He
stated that he would prefer to see
city ordinances in line with Kansas
law and federal law. He said education would help further the cause
and this matter needs to be pursued
at the state level; City government
has other priorities to deal with.
Commissioner Jankovich stated
the civility was greatly appreciated
and the passion from both sides
was very similar from the experience of walking through neighborhoods during the election. He
voiced concerns with the belief
there may be an implied discrimination and with the enforcement
aspect of a quasi-judicial board.
However, he said that he has witnessed first-hand discrimination
and it is wrong. He stated that he
would support keeping the ordinance with the goal of compromise
to make this work for our city to
meet the expectations and representation of our population.
Commissioner Sherow stated
that he would vote to keep the ordinance. He said that religion has
been invoked throughout the discussion of this ordinance, but stated
that this ordinance is not about religious beliefs, but practice. He stated that you are all welcome to practice and to hold your religious
beliefs, but you do not have the
right to force them on anybody
else. He responded to concerns
about the use of quasi-judicial powers, voiced his concerns if this ordinance is repealed, and reiterated his
oath of office as a public servant
and the City of Manhattan’s mission statement. He said that this
ordinance has both economic and
civil rights overtones. He stated
that being an open and welcoming
community demonstrates our
desire to be a community that individuals and companies want to
move to, citing examples of companies and employees considering
relocating to Manhattan. He reiterated that he is proud to have supported this ordinance and would be
saddened if this ordinance is
repealed tonight.
After discussion, Commissioner
Butler moved to approve first reading of an ordinance repealing
Ordinance No. 6880 and reinstating
the prior provisions of Chapter 10
relating
to
civil
rights.
Commissioner Matta seconded the
motion.
After additional discussion of
the Commission, on a roll call vote,
motion carried 3-2, with Mayor
Sherow
and
Commissioner
Jankovich voting against the
motion.
ADJOURNMENT
At 11:55 p.m., the Commission
adjourned.
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Three Wildcats Named to Academic All-Big 12 First Team
KSU Sports Information
MANHATTAN, Kan. –
Kansas State’s James Allen,
Jason King and Kent Urban
were named to the Big 12
Conference’s All-Academic
first team Tuesday as the
league released its list of 61
student-athletes who earned
academic honors.
King, a redshirt junior, was
one of just two players in the
conference nominated with a
4.00 GPA, joining Baylor’s
Kolt Browder.

Kansas State’s three selections marks the sixth-straight
season under head coach Brad
Hill that the Cats have placed at
least three members on the first
team. In Hill’s eight seasons at
Kansas State, the Cats have
collected 40 academic all-conference honors, including 31
first-team designations.
King, who was also an academic all-district selection earlier this year, earned the second
Academic All-Big 12 designation of his career. A marketing

major, King leads the team in
eight offensive categories and
ranks in the top 10 of the Big
12 in six areas.
Allen, a major in management information systems, is a
two-time academic all-conference honoree after picking up
second-team accolades last season. The junior closer is tied for
the Big 12 lead with 15 saves
this year and holds the Kansas
State single-season and career
(29) records.
A senior in entrepreneurship,

Urban earned his first academic all-conference designation.
The Seward, Neb., product has
played in just 26 games this
season after missing six weeks
with a midseason injury.
Nominated by each institution’s director of student-athlete support services, the baseball academic all-league team
consisted of 40 first-team
members combined with 21 on
the second team. First-team
members consist of those who
have maintained a 3.20 or bet-

ter GPA, and the second team
are those who have a 3.00 to
3.19 GPA.
To qualify, student-athletes
must maintain a 3.00 GPA or
higher either cumulative or the
two previous semesters and
must have participated in 60
percent of his team’s scheduled
contests. Freshmen and transfers are not eligible in their first
year of academic residence.
Senior student-athletes who
have participated for a minimum of two years and meet all

the criteria except percent of
participation are also eligible.
Kansas State will play its
final non-conference game of
the season against Wichita
State Tuesday evening at 6:30
p.m., at Eck Stadium. The
game can be heard in the
Manhattan area on SportsRadio
1350 KMAN. The Wildcats
home finale is scheduled for a
6:30 p.m., first pitch Friday
against Kansas at Tointon
Family Stadium.

Cats Record Four Multi-Run Frames to Complete Sweep
KSU Sports Information
MANHATTAN, Kan. -Kansas State pounded out a
season-high 16 hits and the
Wildcat bullpen pitched four
shutout innings as K-State
completed a three-game sweep
of New Orleans, 13-2, Sunday
afternoon at Tointon Family
Stadium.
K-State moved to 31-20 with
the win, while the Privateers
fell to 3-47.
In bettering their previous
season-high of 15 hits accomplished three times earlier this
season, the Wildcats smacked
five hits for extra bases. That
included Jared King's eighth
home run in the fifth inning as
the freshman from Dublin,

Ohio, finished just a triple
away from the cycle, going 4for-5 with two RBI.
Jason King and Wade Hinkle
each recorded three base hits as
part of the Wildcat offensive
onslaught. Jason King hit his
10th sacrifice fly of the year in
the first inning, tying the KState single-season record.
Nick Martini also produced his
team-leading 17th multi-hit
game of the season with a RBI
triple in the first and he singled
and scored in the fifth.
Kansas State registered a trio
of three-run innings. In the second, two bases-loaded walks
were sandwiched around a runscoring single by Ross Kivett
to push the Cats out to a quick

5-0 lead. Jared King's homer, a
Jason King RBI single and a
sacrifice fly by Chase
Graskewicz produced three
more runs in the fifth and a 9-2
margin. In the sixth, the
Wildcats took advantage of an
error, a Jared King double and a
single by Hinkle to go up 12-2.
"I definitely saw some guys
make some adjustments today,"
head coach Brad Hill said. "We
had some guys get under the
ball a little bit, but they came
back, hit the ball flat and got it
to the other side of the yard. I
thought, defensively, we were
outstanding this weekend."
Kansas State combined to
score 34 runs on 40 hits in the
three-game series, while hitting

.385 and stealing 17 bases
against the Privateers. Martini
had five stolen bases in the
three games to improve his
career total to 59, just two shy
of second place in K-State history.
Blake Freeman, Gerardo
Esquivel and Jared Moore shut
out the Privateers over the final
four frames in relief of starter
Shane Conlon (3-1). Esquivel
struck out two batters in his two
innings of work after Freeman
recorded a strikeout in the fifth
inning. The Wildcat bullpen
surrendered just one earned run
on six hits in seven innings during the series.
Conlon earned the win,
working five innings with four

strikeouts. He allowed a pair of
fourth-inning runs on a RBI
double by Jake Palmisano and
a sacrifice fly by Chris
Geronimo.
Kansas State will play its

final non-conference game of
the regular season on Tuesday
at Wichita State. First pitch at
Eck Stadium is set for 6:30
p.m.
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Misc.
AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high paying Aviation
Career. FAA approved program. Financial aid if qualified
- Job placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 888-248-7449.
Misc.
ATTEND
COLLEGE
ONLINE
from
Home.
*Medical
*Business
*Paralegal,
*Accounting,
*Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if qualified. Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com
Misc.
Medical
Management
Careers start here - Get connected online. Attend college
on your own time. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if qualified. Call 800-481-9409
www.CenturaOnline.com
Adoption
ADOPTION- Educated, happily married couple desires to
adopt newborn. Can give
warmth, love and security.
Expenses paid. Call John and
Kim at 1-800-771-3462.
Adoption
ADOPTION: Loving couple
wishes to adopt. Stay at home
Mom, devoted Dad. Financial
security, and happy home. Fees

paid. Please call 1-888-6174514 or email: adoptbaby2011@yahoo.com
Help Wanted
6
FIGURE
INCOME
POTENTIAL! Ever Had One?
Do You Want One? $3,000
Monthly Training Incentive.
Overnight (Monday-Thursday)
Travel Required. Call for
Interview
Today!
Tony
Cutsforth: 1-866-326-4185
Help Wanted
“Hundreds of Health Care
Jobs Available! Connect with
Kansas
employers
at
w w w. K S H e a l t h J o b s . n e t .
Search for Kansas positions post your resume - apply online. Absolutely FREE. Visit
www.KSHealthJobs.net.”
Business Opportunity
PROFITABLE KANSAS
BUSINESSES For Sale by
Owners. Many types, sizes,
locations, terms. $25K-$15M.
Other
states
available.
Affiliated
Business
Consultants: 1-800-617-4204;
www.BizSale.com
Business Opportunity
LOOMIX Feed supplements
is seeking Dealers. Motivated
individuals with cattle knowledge and community ties.
Contact Bethany @ 800-8700356/bjenkins@loomix.com to
find out if there is a Dealership
opportunity in your area.

For Sale
Give the gift of music during
our Graduation Sale. Now thru
May 28th save $$$ on all
pianos! Over 140 to choose
from. Mid-America Piano Manhattan. Piano4u.com 800950-3774.
Help Wanted/Truck Driver
EXPERIENCED
OTR
Driver residing West of US 81,
NE carrier dedicated to major
fleet, Central and West, out and
back dispatch, high % drop and
hook, 3,000 mi/wk. Lanny,
402-332-3858
Help Wanted/Truck Driver
OTR Hopper Co. hiring
owner/operators and drivers
with 250k exp. Home often,
good miles. F & M Transport
West Fargo, ND 701-282-0476
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Help Wanted/Truck Driver
“You got the drive, We have
the Direction” OTR Drivers
APU Equipped Pre-Pass EZpass Pets/passenger policy.
Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. 1-800-528-7825
Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers- Flatbed & Reefer
Average $1.12 to $1.24/mile
(+fuel surcharge) Paid CDL
Training Available & Benefits!
Call Prime Inc. Today! 800277-0212
or
www.primeinc.com
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Legislature Approves $14 Billion Budget
ANHATTAN REE RESS

By Gene Meyer and Rachel
Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – Weeks of
budget negotiations concluded
in pre-dawn hours Friday
morning as the legislature
approved a $14 billion state
spending plan for 2012.
The plan broadly calls for a
nearly 6 percent reduction in all
funds spending in the fiscal
year beginning July 1, but a 6
percent increase in state general fund spending--the part primarily paid by Kansas taxpayers--to about $6.1 billion.
Those changes will, by the
Kansas’ Senate’s count, produce a $71.8 million surplus
when the next fiscal year ends
June 30, 2012. House budget
writers calculate the surplus
nearer to $50 million, the
cumulative effect of spending
changes, because about $20

million of the savings stems
from fund transfers and tactics
such as delaying some year-end
costs such as Kansas Public
Employees Retirement System
obligations into 2013.
The broad outlines of the
budget debated Thursday
closely match what Kansas
Gov. Sam Brownback proposed
in January and reflect both a
drop in federal funding from
stimulus programs that have
expired plus increased state
spending needed to offset the
federal cuts.
Before debate Thursday
evening, Brownback urged
Republican colleagues in the
House and Senate to pass the
budget on the first vote, to contrast the Legislature’s cohesiveness now compared to previous
sessions when attempts to form
coalitions of different groups
often forced multiple attempts

to pass budgets.
“We can do it with
Republican votes,” he said.
“We can get this through to
show the people of Kansas we
can govern.”
The Senate obliged, with a
28-11 vote. Five hours later, the
House approved the plan with a
69- 55 vote.
Opposition to the budget was
diverse. Democrats and moderate Republicans blasted its cuts
to education, social services
and for prematurely ending the
last two years of a plan to close
gaps between state workers’
pay and what comparable private
sector
jobs
pay.
Meanwhile, conservatives in
the House criticized the blueprint for not cutting enough.
Sen. Laura Kelly, a Topeka
Democrat who helped negotiate the budget, told Senate
members that despite the cuts

to education, social services
and other programs that all
were reduced, she still was prepared before Wednesday
evening to vote for it. House
negotiators agreed to restore
proposed funding cuts for the
Kansas Neurological Institute,
Early Head Start and for
Washburn
University
in
Topeka.
“I was a yes up until
Wednesday night, when we
took out the money for under
market state employees,” Kelly
said.
Kansas base state aid to education totaled $3,662 per pupil
in 1992 and, under the budget
sent to the Senate, will be
$3,780 per pupil, barely $100
more, said state Sen. Allen
Schmidt, a Hays Democrat.
“Remember what gas cost in
1992?” Schmidt asked.
Thursday’s plan cuts base

state aid for Kansas elementary
through high school students to
$3,780 per pupil from $4,012
currently, but increases total
state spending per pupil to
$4,743 counting state contributions to educator's pension
plans, special education funding and other programs.
Rep.
John
Rubin,
a
Republican from Shawnee said
he promised constituents to cut
state spending last fall.
“I’m a fiscal conservative. I
campaigned very hard to get
Topeka to control the growth of
state government and rein in
irresponsible state spending
we’ve been engaged in particularly over the last 8 years,”
Rubin said. “I encourage the
governor to liberally use his
line item vetoes on many of the
items in this budget.”
The budget restores a $5 million Fair Fares air service sub-

8A
sidy for Wichita, some $5.5
million in operating funds for
Washburn University in Topeka
that amounts to half that
school's operating budget, and
$1.5 million in funds for
Kansas public broadcasting
services, all of which the House
initially voted to cut.
Committee members also
agreed to allocate $15 million
in research grant money for the
University of Kansas, Kansas
State University and Wichita
State University to the Kansas
Department of Commerce, as
proposed by Brownback and
voted by the House, instead of
to the Board of Regents as the
Senate wanted.
Anemic revenue exacerbated
by the recession put Kansas in a
$500 million budget deficit at
the beginning of budget negotiations.

Lawmaker Retirement Benefits Use 372 Day Calendar
By Rachel Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – Calendars
hanging in the statehouse don’t
have 372 days, but legislators’
retirement benefits are calculated as if they do.
Although Kansas legislators
work part time and are paid
only during the 90 legislative
session and days their committees meet outside that window,
lawmakers who choose to join
the Kansas Public Employees
Retirement System pay their
contributions into the system as
if they worked every single calendar day of the year plus one
more week. It’s a method of
annualizing the benefits for
legislators whose work schedules don’t follow traditional
employment.
It means lawmakers can

throw more money into the
KPERS pot, and also works to
assume they’ll get more in
retirement. In the end, the
seven additional days in the
legislators’ retirement benefits
formula shouldn’t make a difference, said Kristen Basso, a
spokesperson for KPERS.
“In theory it’s supposed to be
actuarially neutral,” Basso said.
“If all things even out over
time, that part is cost neutral.”
The retirement system is
functioning right now with an
actuarially projected nearly $8
billion gap between what’s
been promised to the 260,000
active, inactive and retired state
workers through 2033 and the
projected resources it will have
to pay those benefits.
Gov. Sam Brownback this
session challenged the legisla-

ture to come up with ways to
fix that hole. Lawmakers voted
to create a commission to
examine possible solutions and
recommend some specific fixes
before the beginning of the
next legislative session in
January.
Because of that, state Sen.
Marci Francisco, a Democrat
from Lawrence, thinks it’s a
prime time to bring up the
unusual calendar the legislative
retirement formula uses.
“While we’re focusing on
KPERS, this is the time we
want to say, ‘Is it actuarially
sound and are the rules that
have been established consistent?’” Francisco said.
She added that she doesn’t
necessarily think it needs to be
changed, but rather examined.
“We want to make an effort

to make sure KPERS is a system that’s working for everyone, that it’s sustainable and
that it’s not being abused by
any
employee
group,”
Francisco said.
State statute dating back as
far as 1973 requires that legislator retirement benefits be figured according to the pay they
receive during the 31 days
between January 15 and
February 14. In the formula
retirement benefits are based
on, that pay period repeats
itself 12 times a year, which
adds up to a 372 day calendar.
Lawmakers elected before July
1, 2009 contribute 4 percent of
that total to KPERS, while legislators elected since then must
put in 6 percent.
“This means people are contributing a higher percentage of

their salary, they’re writing a
check for the amount, so it’s
not that people are not contributing,” Francisco said. “But
it seems that if we’re going to
look at annualizing your salary
than we would recognize
there’s only 365 days in a
year.”
State Sen. Jeff King, a
Republican from Independence
and vice-chair of the Senate
Select Committee on KPERS
said everything related to the
state retirement system is up
for discussion in the 2012 session.
“I would certainly prefer that
everyone works off of a 365
day calendar,” King said.
“Everything dealing with
KPERS is certainly on the table
going forward.”
He said he hopes the KPERS

commission, whose members
are expected to be appointed
soon after this session’s reform
legislation is signed, will examine every possible way of funding the ailing system which
was caused by a continued failure to pay in the state’s share of
the money.
“We need to make sure to
pay down unfunded liabilities
in a responsible manner and
never get in that situation
again,” King said. “Every legal
option we have I hope the study
commission examines.”
Legislators are the only classification of state employee
that can draw down benefits
based on a annualized salary.

Kansas Senate Again Rejects Kobach Prosecutorial Plan
By Gene Meyer
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. - The
Kansas Senate on Wednesday
rejected for a second time proposals to give the Kansas

Secretary of State prosecutorial
power to fight voter fraud.
That power was included in
proposal made by incumbent
Secretary Kris Kobach earlier
this year, but removed by the

time Kansas Gov. Sam
Brownback signed the resulting
legislation in April.
Even without the provision,
the new law provides Kansans
some of the nation's toughest

safeguards against voter fraud,
Brownback and Kobach said in
April.
On Wednesday, though, state
Sen. Steve Abrams, an
Arkansas City Republican

offered a proposal to again add
the prosecutorial power to the
new law and also to require
new voters in Kansas to show
proof of U.S. citizenship when
they first register to vote,

beginning July 1, 2012 as
Kobach originally proposed.
That date was changed to July
1, 2013 in the bill Brownback
signed.

