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Rental Inspection Program Is For Safety? Really?
Editorial
By Jon A. Brake
If you talk to the three City
Commissioners who voted to
implement
the
Rental
Inspection Program it was to
weed out the “Slum Landlords”
and it was for the safety of the
renters. Really? It was for the
safety of the renters.
Well, let’s see... two weeks
ago the Free Press told how the
City of Manhattan had taken
five young men to Court for
violation of the Rental
Inspection Program.
Count 2 of the Complaint
said: “fail to keep a clean, sanitary and safe condition”.
What does “Clean” and
“Sanitary” have to do with
Safety?
It sounds like the five boys
were living like slobs and has
nothing to do with the landlord.
Count 3 of the Complaint
said: “fail to keep doors and
hardware in good condition”.
What does “good condition”
have to do with Safety?
Count 1 of the Complaint
said: “caused the unit to fail the
rental inspection due to damage
to property”. Damage to property is not a Safety issue.
Four of the five students
were given a 15-day jail sentence. Fifteen days for being
slobs. Fifteen days for a loose
hinge. Fifteen days for putting
a fist through the wall.
The students were given 9
months probation and given 30
days to clean the apartment and
make repairs. To the credit of
the students the apartment
passed the re-inspection and
will not serve jail time.
The apartment received
fifty-five Code Violations dur-

“Power, too
much
power.
ing the inspection. Fifty were
against the renter and five were
against the owner.
It is one thing for a City
Commission to pass a program
thinking that it will rid the City
of “Slum Landlords” and it is
completely something else the
way staff implements the program.
The main issue is Safety, and
everyone is for safety but what
about these violations:
# 53 “Replace the mission
bottom piece of siding on the
east side of the house.”
What does that have to do
with Safety?
# 43 “Repair or remove the
loose tile on the floor of the
basement toilet room.”
What does that have to do
with Safety? Ok! Someone
may step on it wrong. Big
Government must lookout for
you.
# 41, # 42, # 30, # 29, # 18
and # 14 state that the Smoke
Alarms do not work. When the
Fire Department call to make
an appointment to inspect the
thee-apartment and above
rentals, they tell the owner to
bring batteries because they
know student remove the batteries.
# 40 “Replace the mission
cover on the doorbell”.
# 39 “Repair the door frame
on the SE upstairs bedroom.
# 35 “Repair old laundry
chute door”.

# 32 “The east storm window
in the bedroom is out of its
track”.
# 28 “There is an open duct
behind the door of the upstairs
bathroom.
# 27 “Clean the upstairs
bathtub”
# 25 “Repair the closet door
handle located on the upstairs
landing.
# 12 “The kitchen needs to
be cleaned”.
# 11 “The bathroom needs to
be cleaned, sink, shower, floor,
toilet”.
# 10 “Reattach or remove the
towel rack”.
# 5 “Repair the back splash
tiling in the kitchen”.
# 3 “Repair the self closing
device on the front door storm
door”.
What does any of these have
to do with Safety.
The City Staff has taken an
ordinance that was to keep people safe and has turned it into a
“keep our city clean”. This is a
case of Government going into
homes and telling people how
to live.
This is not a Rental
Inspection Program as given to
the Commission and passed on
a 3-1-1 vote. This is a way for
the City Staff to get into homes
and making them clean to bathroom tub.
The City Commissioners
passed an Inspection Program
and did not know that the City
Staff would be putting people
in Jail.
This is Government with
power. Giving students a 15day jail sentence is power, too
much power.

House Passes Penalties For
Misclassified Employees
By Rachel Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – The
Kansas
House
voted
Tuesday to expand penalties
on Kansas businesses looking to avoid taxes by misclassifying employees as
independent contractors.
Businesses that repeatedly abuse state regulations
denoting which workers are
contractors versus employees will now face misdemeanor charges, assuming
Gov. Sam Brownback signs
the measure, House Bill
2135, into law. Before they
only faced civil penalties
imposed by the Department
of Labor.
According
to
Karl
Hansen, chief counsel for
the Kansas Department of
Labor, employers looking to
purposefully take advantage
of the lack of criminal
charges for repeat offenders
would simply close their
business and open another
one. For example, landscaping businesses would misclassify an employee, get hit
with a civil fine, then reopen
the next year under a different name.
“If it’s a different company, all we can do is hit him
with civil penalty,” Hansen
said.
The legislation also aligns
state and federal law regarding how agencies such as

“If it’s a different
company, all we
can do is hit him
with civil penalty,”
the Department of Revenue
and Department of Labor
can track down the tax evading businesses. Mostly, the
Revenue Department pinpoints businesses with misclassified employees in
audits which look to ensure
they are correctly filing and
reporting taxes and labor
expenses.
If during the course of an
audit,
the
Revenue
Department comes across a
business that might be misclassifying employees, it
can contact the Labor
Department and the two
agencies can work together
to conduct an investigation.
Previously, each agency had
to work on separate investigations, often resulting in
confusion for the business
being investigated.
The bill leaves the final
decision up to the Labor
Secretary, who can uphold
the employee classification
if the business proves it
meets one of eight new criteria, which were based
upon a list of 20 justifications used by the Internal
Revenue Service.
“It brings a lot of unifor-

mity between federal and
state law, which means better
predictability
for
employers,” Hansen said.
The bill also sets rules to
guide the two agencies
about the types of information that is private. Other
provisions are designed to
make sure innocent mistakes by employers are not
punished; doing away with
the previous one size fits all
regulations.
“The bill is to discipline
and to enforce the law, but
it’s also an education mechanism,” Hansen said.
Businesses that habitually
mislabel full-time workers
as contractors often do so in
an effort to avoid unemployment insurance premiums
and other taxes.
According
to
the
Department of Revenue,
approximately $300,000
worth of withholding tax
collections is collected
annually as a result of the
collaborative work between
the Labor and Revenue
Departments.
In 2010, the Department
of Labor found out about the
misclassification of 1,826
workers, which resulted in a
recovery of more than
$195,000 for the state’s
unemployment insurance
fund.
It's
not
clear
if
Brownback intends to sign
the bill.

Fifty of the fifty-five violations were against the renters.

Security Stepped Up In Topeka
By Rachel Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – The morning after President Obama
announced the death of alQaeda chief Osama bin Laden,
Capitol Police stepped up security around the Kansas statehouse in the event his followers
might attempt retribution for the
loss of their leader.
The entrance from the
Docking Tunnel into the statehouse basement was changed
Monday to only open from a
keycard that staff and state
officials already use for other
areas of the capitol. It's not clear
when it will return to unrestricted access like before
Even though the Department
of Homeland Security has not
put out a new National
Terrorism Advisory System

alert, Homeland Security
Secretary Janet Napolitano said
the nation remains at a “heightened state of vigilance.” That
means more patrols, locked
doors, and extra bomb sniffing
dogs on the grounds of state
capitol, said Kansas Highway
Patrol Lt. Eric Hatcher.
“We’re concentrating patrols
and pulling in extra people
doing other stuff we wouldn’t
want anyone else to know,”
Hatcher said.
He wouldn’t discuss further
details, like the number of extra
officers on patrol.
“If everyone knew what we
were doing, they’d know how
to counteract,” Hatcher said.
A previously open and unsecured passageway from the
Docking State Office Building
to the statehouse became acces-

sible Monday only with a keycard reserved for staff and state
officials.
“It’s a backdoor entrance and
there are some people that
know about it and we just took
that away from them,” he said.
The rest of the entrances are
restricted by keycard or guarded by members of the Kansas
Highway Patrol’s Capitol
Police troop.
Hatcher said the heightened
awareness will extend at least
throughout the week, and could
go on for the entire month.
The mastermind behind the
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
2011 was killed in a compound
in Abbottabad, Pakistan, by a
team of Navy Seals on May 1.

Sonda Copeland, one of the 2011 Kansas Master Teachers, was recently honored with
a resolution in the Kansas Senate. Copeland, a native of St. George, is an art teacher
for grades 9 through 12 at Manhattan High School. She is pictured with Senator
Dennis Pyle, who congratulated and commended her achievements on the Senate
floor.
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‘Swindle,’ ‘The Boy Who Dared’ Selected for White Book Awards

EMPORIA, KAN. — Two
books about young boys making extraordinary decisions
have been judged the best by
Kansas schoolchildren.
“Swindle”
by
Gordon
Korman and “The Boy Who
Dared: A Novel Based on the
True Story of Hitler Youth” by
Susan Campbell Bartoletti are
the recipients of the 2011
William
Allen
White
Children’s Book Awards. Both
titles are published by
Scholastic Books.
The William Allen White
Children’s Book Award program was founded in 1952 by
Ruth Garver Gagliardo, a specialist in children’s literature
for Emporia State University.
One of the few literary awards
that asks young readers to
choose the winners, the program is directed by Emporia
State University and supported
in part by the Trusler
Foundation.
Both authors have been
invited to the awards celebration, set for Saturday, Sept. 24,
in Emporia.
“Swindle,” selected by voters in Grades 3 through 5, is the
story of sixth-grader Griffin
Bing, who puts together a band
of misfits to get justice after an
unscrupulous collector swindles Griffin out of a valuable
Babe Ruth baseball card.
“It’s a story of kids taking

matters into their own hands,”
Korman says.
Korman, a native Canadian
who now lives in Long Island,
N.Y., published his first book,
“This Can’t Be Happening at
Macdonald
Hall,”
with
Scholastic when he was a high
school freshman. He had written it for a seventh-grade
English assignment. By the
time he entered college,
Korman had decided to make
writing his career.
“Swindle” is the first of three
titles in the Swindle series.
Korman also has written titles
in the “39 Clues” series as well
as expanded his Macdonald
Hall books. In his writings,
Korman is drawn to characters
in their middle school years.
“I think there’s something
special about the books that
you read at that middle grade
age group,” he said in a 2007
interview, “because it’s really
when you become kind of in
charge of your own opinion.”
“The Boy Who Dared,” chosen by readers in Grades 6
through 8, builds on Bartoletti’s
earlier nonfiction book, “Hitler
Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s
Shadow.” In “The Boy Who
Dared,” Bartoletti takes one
episode from “Hitler Youth”
and creates a thought-provoking novel based on the true
story of Helmuth Hübener, who
as a teenager dared to stand up

Obituaries
Marian L.
Umscheid

Marian Louise Umscheid,
89, of Lawrence, Kansas, formerly of Wamego, Kansas,
died Monday, April 25, 2011, at
the Delmar Gardens in
Overland Park.
Marian was born August 15,
1921, in rural Wamego,

Jesse L.
Shewmake
Jesse Lewis Shewmake, 81,
Manhattan, passed away
Thursday, April 28th at 1:20
a.m., at Meadowlark Hills
Retirement Community/Stolzer
House.
Jesse was born May 9, 1929

Oki
Mullenaux
Oki Mullenaux, age 65, of
Clay Center, died Saturday
April 30, 2011 at the Good
Shepherd Hospice House in
Manhattan. She had been a resident of the Manhattan,
Junction City and Clay Center

against the Nazi regime.
Although best-known for her
nonfiction work, Bartoletti has
written poetry, shorts stories,
picture books and novels. Long
drawn to artistic endeavors,
Bartoletti, who lives in
Scranton, Pa., began writing in
college, then accepted a position teaching eighth-grade
English. Throughout her teaching career, she continued to be
pulled toward writing, She did
both for nearly 10 years before
taking the leap to writing full-

time.
Winning an award memorializing Pulitzer Prize-winning
editor William Allen White has
special meaning for Bartoletti.
"I am thrilled by this great
honor,” she said. “I taught
eighth grade for 18 years and
used William Allen White's
editorial on the death of his
daughter, Mary, as a writing
model with my students. His
tribute inspired and moved my
students.
“Based on White's descrip-

tion of his daughter, Mary, — a
girl who ‘hungered and thirsted
for righteousness’ — I'd wager
that she'd approve of this
recognition for ‘The Boy Who
Dared.’”
During the September
awards celebration, schoolchildren from across the state
of Kansas travel to Emporia for
special events including lockins, author readings and book
signings along with a parade
through downtown Emporia to
the awards ceremony itself.

Susan Campbell Bartoletti (Photo by Joseph Bartoletti)
Kansas, the daughter of
Edward Glenn and Bertha
Zoeller Guilfoil. Her early
years were in the Wamego area,
and at age seven her family
moved to a farm five miles
north of St. George. She graduated from High School at
Flush, Kansas, and then attended
business
school
in
Manhattan. After business
school she worked in the office
of the Army Air Force at
Marshall Field, Fort Riley.
Marian married Arthur
Eugene Umscheid on October
21, 1943, at Camp Crowder,
Missouri. He preceded her in
death on June 28, 1991.
After her marriage, Marian
was a homemaker and raised
her six children. She and Arthur
also owned and operated the
Western Auto Store in
Wamego. During the holidays
she operated a seasonal toy
store for six years. After her
children were grown, she

moved to Lincoln, Nebraska.
Marian then moved to
Manhattan where they owned
and operated the Ros-a-Bef
Restaurant for six years, and
then for twelve years she
worked for Kansas State
University at the Kramer Food
Service. Marian retired in
1986. She then moved to
Lawrence in 1989.
Marian was a published and
featured poet. She also was a
member of St. Bernard’s
Catholic Church in Wamego.
After moving to Lawrence she
was a member of St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church, St
John's alter society and bible
study groups, the Poetry Club
and the Ladies' Luncheon Club.
Marian is survived by her
three daughters, Terry Smith
and her husband, Gary,
Ridgedale, Missouri, Tracy
Mutter and her husband, Steve,
Grandview, Missouri, Tina
Umscheid,
Douglas,

Massachusetts; her three sons,
Tom Umscheid and his wife,
Sheila, Overland Park, Ted
Umscheid and his wife
Melinda
Dick-Lang,
Tonganoxie, Tim Umscheid
and his wife, Linda, DeSoto;
her sister, Ruth Guilfoil,
Carbondale; thirteen grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. She was preceded in
death by her parents and a
brother, Mark “Bud” Guilfoil.
Mass of Christian Burial will
be held at 10:30 a.m., Saturday,
April 30, 2011, at St. Bernard’s
Catholic Church in Wamego.
Father Carl Dekat will be the
Celebrant. Burial will follow at
St.
Bernard’s
Catholic
Cemetery. Mrs. Umscheid will
lie-in-state on Friday, starting
at 2:00 p.m. at CampanellaEvans Mortuary where the
family will greet friends from
7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. A
rosary prayer service will be
held at 7:30 p.m. They suggest

in Johnsville, IL, the son of the
late Gertrude (Greathouse) and
Joseph Shewmake.
He served in the U.S. Army
during the Korean Conflict, as
well as working as a Custodian
at USD 383 for several years.
Jesse was also a member of the
American
Legion
and
University Christian Church.
Jesse is survived by his for-

mer
wife,
Rosemary
Shewmake; a daughter Carol
Pickel, of Casa Grande, AR;
two sons, Gary Shewmake, of
Manhattan,
and David
Shewmake, of Junction City; a
sister, Erma Talbert, and her
husband Ted, of Wayne City,
IL.
Jesse was preceded in death
by his parents.

Cremation is planned with a
memorial service to be held at
7:00 p.m., Thursday, May 5,
2011 at the University
Christian Church with David
Pape officiating.
Memorial contributions may
be given to the American
Legion and left in care of the
Irvin Parkview Funeral Home.

areas since coming to the U.S.
in 1975.
Oki was born on January 24,
1946 in Masan, South Korea.
She worked for Kansas State
University as a maintenance
assistant.
She was united in marriage
to Ray Mullenaux in Seoul,
South Korea, in July of 1968.
He survives of the home.

Addtional survivors include her
three sons: Ray Mullenaux Jr.
of Manhattan, John Mullenaux
of Topeka, and Jimmy
Mullenaux of Clay Center.
At her request she bequeathed
her body to the University of
Kansas Medical Center. No
services are planned at this
time.
Online condolences may be

left for the family by clicking
on “Send Condolences” on this
page.
Memorials are suggested to
the Good Shepherd Hospice
House. Contributions may be
left in care of the YorgensenMeloan-Londeen
Funeral
Home, 1616 Poyntz Avenue,
Manhattan, Kansas 66502.

Many teachers use travel to the
book awards as incentives in
their school reading programs.
Additional resources:
•William
Allen
White
Children’s Book Awards:
www.emporia.edu/libsv/wawbookaward/
•Scholastic
Books:
www2.scholastic.com
•Gordon Korman: www.gordonkorman.com
•Susan Campbell Bartoletti:
www.scbartoletti.com

Gordon Korman
memorial contributions to The
Foundation for Hospice Care
and those may be sent in care of

the mortuary. Online condolences may be made at
www.campanellafuneral.com.
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Be
e sure
e yourr furnace
e iss ready!
Falll Furnace
e Service
e Special
Includes:
• 1” Poly Filter • 20pt. inspection of unit
• Labor - up to 1 hour (includes driving time locally)

Just $59
Pre Season Sale Prices on Energy Efficient York Furnaces

HENTON

Plumbing & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Call for your no obligation estimate

776-5548
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DO YOU NEED TO GET AROUND TOWN?
CALL THE aTa Bus TODAY!
537-6345
GENERAL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
FOR THE MANHATTAN-RILEY COUNTY AREA
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Car Clinic, Inc.

Now Leasing 1-4 Bedrooms

“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs
• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis
• Transmission service
• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm
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CALL 537-7701
539-1040

209 Sarber Ln

RODS • SHADES • DRAPERIES • BLINDS
FABRIC BY THE YARD
IN HOME CLEANING OF FABRIC WINDOW COVERINGS

Drapery World and Blinds
Tom Deaver
“We measure and install”
and “Brighten insides”
Phone (785) 537-4260
Toll Free - 1-800-515-9478

MANAGEMENT

317 Poyntz
Manhattan, Kansas 66502
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Take a Pal Shooting
With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full
weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

FANCY CREEK RANGE
At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas
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Pawnee Mental Health Services Staff
Certified in Mental Health First Aid
ANHATTAN REE RESS

Karen Smothers, LSCSW,
Assistant Director, and Tina
Steffensmeier, LCPC, APPS,
Prevention
Treatment
Recovery Services Director,
Pawnee
Mental
Health
Services, have become certified
Mental Health First Aid USA

instructors. Both attended a 40
hour training program which
qualifies them to teach an interactive 12-hour course that
helps the public identify, understand, and respond to signs of
mental illnesses and substance
abuse disorders. Mental Health

First Aid USA introduces participants to risk factors and
warning signs of mental health
problems, builds understanding
of their impact, and overviews
common treatments. The 12hour Mental Health First Aid
USA course benefits a variety

of audiences and key professions including: nurses, physicians, employers and business
leaders, the faith community,
educators and school administrators, police, first responders,
college and university leaders,
families and the general public.

Mental Health First Aid USA
qualifies
for
Continuing
Education Units (CEUs)
through a variety of professional and educational organizations.
To learn more about Mental
Health First Aid USA please

contact Shannon Hughston,
Marketing and Development
Manager at 785-587-4750.

prevents any elected official
from saying their views,” said
Rep. Judith Loganbill, a
Democrat from Wichita. “We
can always speak as private citizens, so that doesn’t carry any
water with me.”
Democrats said construction
on the casino will give an economic jolt to an area hard hit by
the recession. Loganbill said
about 1,600 workers will be
employed constructing the
casino, which is slated to open
its first portion in late 2012.
But House Republicans said
the resolution is not an effort to
stop the construction, but rather
ensure the state is following its
own laws.
“We want the process to be
squeaky clean and rules in
place to be followed,” O’Neal
said.
Also, Thursday, Gov. Sam

Brownback made appointments
to head up two gaming oversight agencies that were still
without permanent leaders.
Brownback named Dennis
Wilson as Executive Director
of the Kansas Lottery and Rick
Petersen-Klein as Executive
Director of the Kansas Racing
and Gaming Commission.
Wilson is a partner and
owner of New Century DodgeChrysler-Jeep in Paola and
works for Freedom Bank in
Overland Park. Meanwhile,
Petersen-Klein is a certified
public accountant and attorney
with more than 30 years of
financial and accounting experience.

House Says No To Casino Challenge
By Rachel Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – After
lengthy debate and multiple
votes, the House rejected a resolution that would have directed the Kansas Attorney General
to challenge in court a state
contract with a casino development in Mulvane.
Some Republican lawmakers
are concerned that the Kansas
Lottery Commission did not
follow state gaming laws when
it granted a contract to Iowa
based Peninsula Gaming LLC
to build a $250 million casino
in the Wichita area without
local zoning permits in place.
Even though the permits were
acquired
in
March,
Republicans drafted a resolution to direct attorney general
Derek Schmidt to bring a suit
so a judge could rule on

whether state law was disobeyed.
“This is not whether or not
there’s going to be a casino,
this is about whether state law
was violated,” said Rep. Pete
DeGraaf a Republican from
Mulvane, during floor debate.
House
Speaker
Mike
O’Neal, a Republican from
Hutchinson, said Kansas is
liable if it doesn’t require its
own agencies to follow state
law.
“This is a legal question
about which legal minds may
differ, this is exactly what the
judicial branch was designed to
do-- resolve differences about
which legal minds can differ,”
he said.
But opponents of the resolution contested it was an attempt
by anti-gaming legislators to
thwart the development of the

casino, which has already
begun construction.
“This is about a last ditch
effort to kill a casino in Sumner
County to attempt to create a
situation to dry up financing for
development,” said Rep. Vince
Wetta, a Democrat from
Wellington.
After concluding debate, the
House approved the resolution
as a committee on a 63 to 59
vote. But when Majority
Leader Arlen Siegfreid, a
Republican from Olathe,
brought it up for emergency
final action, that last formal
step required to send the bill to
the Senate failed on a 59 to 62
vote. Minority Leader Paul
Davis, a Democrat from
Lawrence who opposed the
measure, asked lawmakers to
reconsider their moments-earlier rejection. House members

upheld their decision, effectively ensuring Republicans can't
bring it back after trying to
change the minds of GOP colleagues.
The resolution also would
have directed Schmidt to challenge the constitutionality of a
gag order included in the state’s
2007 expanded gaming statute
that keeps lawmakers from
speaking out about casino contracts.
“The most important part of
the resolution is challenging
the gag order on legislators,”
said Rep. Lance Kinzer, a
Republican from Olathe.
But opponents of the resolution said their opinions
expressed in town hall meetings and other community
gatherings centered on the casino were not stifled.
“Nothing in the gaming act

Kansas Negotiators Dig In On Savings Plan Change
By Gene Meyer
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. - Kansas
lawmakers remained sharply
divided Tuesday over how - or
whether - to convert the state's
financially troubled pension
plan into a 401(k)- style retirement savings plan.
With time running out in the
current session for fixing a
multibillion funding gap in the
Kansas Public Employees
Retirement System, Kansas
House members who adamantly insist the state’s long time
traditional pension plan must
be replaced tentatively agreed
Tuesday to postpone their proposed changeover date to
retirement savings plans for

new employees by one year, to
July 1, 2014.
In return, they are seeking
more solid assurances that next
year’s legislators will be able to
vote on such a new plan, following the completion of a
blue-ribbon commission study
of that and other alternatives
later this year, which is what
Kansas Senators are proposing.
“We’ve got to fix a system
that is broken,” said state Rep.
John Grange, an El Dorado
Republican serving on a
House-Senate conference committee formed to iron out differences between the two proposals.
Moving the proposed start of
the changeover back a year

would allow legislators to vote
on switching the pension fund
to something more like 401(k)
savings plans like those many
businesses offer and give future
legislators more time to pass
any so-called trailer legislation
that may be needed to fix
unforeseen snags in 2012 legislation, presuming it is passed.
“We do that all the time,”
Grange said.
Backers of the new plans say
this approach is preferable to
simply appointing another
commission to study problems
at which legislators have been
more or less just pecking for
two decades.
State Sen. Jeff King, an
Independence Republican who

is leading the Senate team arguing for that body’s plan to give
the proposed commission a
bigger role in repairing
KPERS’ funding problems,
agreed the situation is too serious for legislators to put off
dealing with much longer.
And it isn’t clear that locking
into one particular solution,
such as a 401(k)-style defined
contribution plan, now is the
best choice, King said.
Forming a clearly focused
study commission on a tight
deadline is a better way to
address the issue, he said.
KPERS, which tends retirement pensions for an estimated
250,000 working and retired
teachers and state and local

government workers, currently
faces an officially estimated
$7.7 billion gap between the
pension benefits it has promised members from now
through 2033 and the investment assets and other resources
it will have by then to pay those
benefits.
Others calculate unofficially
that the gap is between $9 billion and $12 billion after
adjusting for unrealistically
high assumptions of investment
profits and more accurate
accounting for investment losses during the so-called Great
Recession in 2008.
Both sides agree the plan
also has been hobbled for nearly two decades because past

legislatures have been keeping
taxpayer-funded employer contributions to the plan from
growing as fast as promises to
future pensioners.
The two bills legislators are
attempting to reconcile now
would fix that problem by
accelerating the rate at which
future employer contributions
increase and by requiring
employees in the future to
either to put more of their paychecks into the plan or agree to
use new benefits calculation
formulas that will reduce their
potential retirement income.

Kansas Economy Grows, But Suffers High Fuel Prices
By Rachel Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – Healthy
business in the international
market and in agriculture
improved Kansas’ business
economy according to the latest
Business Conditions Index
report.
The Index, which is compiled by Creighton University
economist Ernie Goss, showed

Kansas’ economy expanded to
a 58.4 in April, up from 55.1 in
March. Anything above 50 is
considered
growth.
But
because April saw gas prices
approaching $4 a gallon,
expansion in the aircraft industry slowed, according to Goss.
“Firms tied to international
markets and agriculture continue to report very healthy
growth,” he said. “However,

aircraft and aerospace parts
producers in the state report
pullbacks in economic activity
as higher fuel prices cut into
sales and new orders.”
April’s index is the eighth
time in nine months the indicator for Kansas has been above
50. The report surveys supply
chain managers about how various economic factors are
impacting their business.

Approximately 28 percent in
the survey indicated that their
vendors had raised prices permanently because of fuel
prices, 14 percent reported temporary price increases and 48
percent indicated that supplying firms had added transportation surcharges. The remaining
10 percent reported other supplier reactions.
“As higher agricultural com-

modity prices improve the outlook for firms linked to the
farm sector, we are beginning
to see high energy prices cut
into economic growth,” Goss
said.
The overall score for the nine
states that were survey slipped
to 57.7 in April, down from
61.4 in March. That is the second consecutive monthly drop
Goss reported, suggesting that

the Midwestern economy still
appears to be growing, but
more slowly than before..
States included in the survey
are Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas,
Minnesota,
Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota,
Oklahoma and South Dakota.

Bin Laden's Death Could Revive Kan. 9/11 Memorial
HUTCHINSON, Kan. (AP)
When Hutchinson received a
piece of the World Trade
Center after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, plans were
announced for an expansive
memorial to the more than
3,000 victims, to be completed
by the 10th anniversary this
year.
But fundraising sputtered,
and the firefighters union
spearheading the memorial
effort so far has only an architect's plans. The I-beam has
been stored at a Hutchinson fire
station and occasionally taken

out for public displays.
Memorial supporters are
hoping the national pride
reignited this week after alQaida leader Osama bin Laden
was killed by the U.S. military
will bring attention _ and donations _ to the project.
Wes Stewart, secretary/treasurer of the International
Association of Fire Fighters
Local 179, had been trying to
reinvigorate the fundraising
effort even before bin Laden
was killed Sunday in Pakistan,
The Hutchinson News reported
Tuesday.

``The goal was to have
something done by the 10-year
anniversary,'' Stewart said.
``But here we are, and it's May,
and we're a long way from having anything done.''
The original plan, designed
by Lynn Schwartzkopf of
Mann and Company Architects,
includes a central platform
where the 4-foot-long steel
beam would be suspended

between granite pillars. It was
to be surrounded by a plaza
made of paving bricks
engraved with the names of the
343 firefighters who died, two
flagpoles, ramps and a water
feature.
That plan would have cost
about $200,000. Because the
city is unlikely to spend tax
dollars on the memorial, the
union has been trying to raise

donations for a scaled-down
plan, which would include a
platform only for the I-beam
and the plaza. That would cost
about $50,000, Stewart said.
The union is selling commemorative paving bricks that
would surround the memorial.
An order form is available on
the
union's
website,
www.iaff179.com . So far, 23
bricks have been sold. The

union also applied for a grant
from a foundation.
Firefighters would still like
to have a ``significant'' permanent memorial, Stewart said.
Three potential sites are under
consideration: on the Kansas
State Fairgrounds, at a park
across from Hutchinson City
Hall, or near a walking trail on
the property where a new fire
station will be built.

Buyers Find Bargains
at Dying Town's Auction
TREECE, Kan. (AP)
An auction of dozens of
properties in the former Kansas
mining town of Treece on
Saturday brought in a little less
than $27,000 that will go into a
community buyout fund.
The sale, conducted by the
Treece Relocation Assistance
Trust, included about 30 houses, mobile homes and other
structures that the trust had purchased from owners in a voluntary federal buyout. The Joplin
Globe reports many of the
structures, including Jesus
Name Pentecostal Church, sold
for $50 or less.
The
Environmental
Protection Agency has allotted
$3.5 million to relocate Treece
residents who want to leave.
The town, like Picher just
across the state line in
Oklahoma, is contaminated
with mine waste that accumu-

lated over several decades of
lead and zinc mining.
Both communities are undermined and contaminated with
waste. State and federal money
aided Picher residents in a buyout because of fears the town
could collapse, and Treece is
now going through a similar
process.
Sam Freeman, who lived in
Picher, Okla., for 50 years and
was a former city councilman,
mayor and volunteer firefighter, bought the church for $50.
He said he plans to give the
pews to another church and sell
what he can from inside the
building.
Despite his apparent bargain,
Freeman wasn't rejoicing as he
watched another community
move toward extinction.
"It didn't set too well, but it's
over and done with," he said of
the communities' demise.

32 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINKS
9979cents
CENTS

BEST GAS PRICES IN TOWN
WE CARRY ETHENOL
SNICKERS 2 FOR $1.25

Happy
Hours:

___________________________________________
Marlboro: Pack: $4.65 - Carton: $44.99
Winston: Pack $4.29 - Carton: $40.99
Camel: Pack $4.43 - Carton: $42.49
32Mall:Pack
oz. Fountain
Drinks
Pall
$3.39 - Carton:
$32.99
Liggett $3.72 - Carton $35.99

Check Our U-Haul Prices

Reserve Your
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Your
U-Hall

U-Hall

323-0307 or 539-2827

2 - 5 p.m.

69 cents

Open Monday - Saturday 9-5

323-0307
or 539-2827
Open Sunday
1-4

- Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice -

Special: Marlboro 3 Pack - $13.50
Camel 3 Pack - $12.75
Liggett 3Pack - $10.95

Fresh DONUTS
Every Morning!!

News
Editorial

Osama bin Laden Killed by U.S. Forces,
America Should Celebrate

The inevitable has taken
place. Osama bin Laden has
been killed by American forces.
The details are still limited but
as reported by FOX News, bin
Laden was killed in a firefight
on the ground in Pakistan. It is
reported that no Americans
were injured during the firefight
that took bin Laden’s life. As I
type this column I can hear the
celebrations outside my window here in the heartland of
Kansas. Celebrating the death
of bin Laden calls for a short
discussion on how Americans
should act in the aftermath of
the U.S. military operation in
which a human life was taken.
When it comes to the death of
the nation’s number one terrorist, Americans should celebrate,
should be happy. Allow me to
expand on this line of thinking.
There are no illusions that the
death of bin Laden will end
attempts by terrorists to attack
America. For some time terrorists have been trying, and at
times succeeding, in acts of ter-

rorism around the world. Many
of these acts have been conducted without any input by bin
Laden. The death of bin Laden
will not end terrorism. With that
said, the symbolic nature of bin
Laden to terrorists has been
twofold. The first being the successful attack on America he
orchestrated on September 11,
2001, and the second being this
terrorist’s ability to evade
American forces. Bin Laden’s
evasion from justice has had
consequences on America and
other countries as he continued

Editorial

Letters to Tom

Now What?
You can always count on a
Kansan to add a dose of common sense to the discussion.
Senator Pat Roberts does just
that when he wrote the following about the American public
reaction to the death of Osama
Bin Laden:
“Patriotism and jubilance
have certainly taken over the
streets in this country. It is a
well-deserved celebration. But
it comes with a word of caution: The war against terrorism
is not over. Al-Qaida remains
active.”
Senator Roberts, who served
as Chairman of the Senate
Select
Committee
on
Intelligence Committee years
from 2004 to 2007, goes on to
provide a concise and nonpolitical summary of how this
victory was accomplished. He
credits and thanks President
George W. Bush for his commitment to dismantling Al
Qaeda and President Barack
Obama for giving the green
light on the actionable intelli-

Paul A. Ibbetson

Mike Kryschtal
gence concerning Bin Laden.
Most appropriately, Senator
Roberts acknowledges the diligence and courage of the military and CIA personnel who
brought the terrorist to justice.
On a cautionary note, Senator
Roberts reminds us that Bin
Laden's legacy is creating an
international organization that
survives him and that this
organization will attempt to see
his death avenged.
Now what?
Since Bin
Laden’s death many celebrities,
pundits, and politicians have
called for us to bring the troops

to release periodical threat
messages that received world
coverage. The message to terrorists today with bin Laden’s
death is that when you mess
with America, it’s just a matter
of time before you will be
brought to justice. This is a
powerful piece of symbolism in
America’s favor that will
inevitably outweigh attempts to
frame bin Laden as a martyr.
Now back to celebrating.
There will be some that will
forward the idea that we should
be restrained in our joy over the
demise of a death dealer like
bin Laden. Some will say that
America’s celebration over a
dead terrorist will provoke a
higher response by al-Qaeda.
Americans should brace themselves for the possibility that
terrorists will attempt a
response to the death of their
symbolic leader. However,
America’s avoidance of celebrating bin Laden’s death
would not decrease radical
Islamic terrorists from wanting

home. Our military has earned
a respite, but abandoning that
region would almost certainly
undo all that they have accomplished. Bin Laden’s legacy is
still a threat to Americans and
America’s interests, his successors continue to plan attacks.
We turned away from
Afghanistan in the 1990s and it
became the platform used by Al
Qaeda to attack the United
States. If retreat and isolation
are not a viable policy, what is?
Senator Roberts thinks that we
should pursue better relations
with Pakistan and Afghanistan,
and the Arab world.
Perhaps, but better relations
cannot be unilateral. Pakistan
should be held to account.
They must explain how the
world’s most notorious terrorist
was able to find safe haven
within walking distance of their
nation’s version of West Point.
The government of Pakistan
has responded by condemning
the operation and denying any
complicity or blame. Better
relations are impossible with

to kill us. These radicals always
want to kill everyone who does
not think exactly like them. To
the radical Islamic terrorist, a
breathing American is a killable
offense.
Next, some people may wish
to
diminish
celebrations
because Osama bin Laden was
dispatched during the presidency of Barack Obama instead of
George W. Bush. I would recommend against this for two
reasons. First is the notion that
withholding celebration when it
is warranted somehow politically hurts a president with whom
many do not agree. This is a
false assumption that leads to
poor actions. We can see this
from history when liberals
turned their backs on celebrating Americans when Saddam
Hussein was ripped from his rat
hole and brought to justice by
U.S. military forces. Liberals
withheld their joy during the
capture of the Iraqi dictator simply out of spite against George
W. Bush. These shallow politi-

cal acts should not be repeated
at this historical moment.
Lastly, celebrating the death
of bin Laden is a hallowed
bonding process by which
Americans continue to remember the war on terror that was
brought to our shores and the
innocent lives that were brutally
taken on 9/11. It is a time for us
to give thanks to our military
and for the country to come
together to celebrate a longawaited moment of justice.
Osama bin Laden is dead; let
the celebrations begin.
Paul A. Ibbetson is a former
Chief of Police of Cherryvale,
Kansas, and member of the
Montgomery County Drug Task
Force. Paul received his
Bachelor’s
and
Master’s
degrees in Criminal Justice at
Wichita State University, and is
currently completing his Ph.D.
in Sociology at Kansas State
University. Paul is the author of
several books including the
2010 release “Oliver’s Tale: A
Squirrel’s Story of Love,

Courage, and Revolution.”
Paul is also the radio host of
the Kansas Broadcasting
Association’s 2008, 2009, 2010
and 2011 award-winning radio
program,
Conscience
of
Kansas airing on KSDB
Manhattan
91.9
FM,
www.ibbetsonusa.com.
For
interviews or questions, please
contact
him
at
ibbetson91.9@gmail.com

any country that shelters a terrorist and mass murderer.
Afghanistan must also do more
to improve relations. America
has spent its treasure and sacrificed the lives and health of our
service members to help them
establish a civil society. It is
past time for the leadership of
Afghanistan to do their part to
secure their country. As far as
better relations with the Arab
world, countries like Egypt and
Saudi Arabia, we would do
well to reassess our approach
with both. Egypt has consistently ranked as one of the
greatest
beneficiaries
of
American aid. Saudi Arabia
has used its oil reserves as a
means of influencing our foreign policy. Our generosity
and cooperation have not done
one thing to further our interests in the region. Perhaps it’s
time to show some tough love.
We can start by liberating ourselves from our dependence on
imported oil. How? Develop
our known reserves of fossil
fuel and devise a strategy to

meet our long term energy
needs. This will require political courage and leadership and
a willingness to stand up to
“environmentalists”
who
would sacrifice our country in
pursuit of their agenda.
In the last few days much
has been said and written about
how “We” got Bin Laden.
Politicians who a few short
years ago compared CIA and
FBI interrogators to Nazis and
Soviets are now hailing the
successful operation to locate
and kill Bin Laden. An operation that used intelligence that
was obtained through enhanced
interrogation. Whenever our
military has to deal with an
incident like Abu Ghraib or
when its leaders are accused of
wrong doing the “We” disappears, replaced by “They” or
“The Army.” Every American,
regardless of their political
point of view, should show
their gratitude and support for
our military. We can show our
gratitude by standing by them
when they need our support,
not just when we want to bask
in the glow of their achievements. We can support them by
providing them with the funding they need to train and equip

their forces and by demanding
that our politicians do their part
to develop a national defense
strategy worthy of those who
must execute it.
Mike Kryschtal is a native of
Lorain, Ohio.
He has a
Bachelor's Degree from John
Carroll University and a
Master's
Degree
in
International Relations from
Boston University. He served
in the United States Army from
1972 to 1999. He commanded
a company in the 82d Airborne
Division, the Division Material
Management Center for the 1st
Infantry Division in Desert
Storm, the 101st Forward
Support Battalion of the 1st
Infantry Division, the Division
Support Command of the 2nd
Infantry Division in the
Republic of Korea, and was
Deputy
Commander
for
Support, Fort Riley, Kansas.
Since
retirement,
Mike
Kryschtal has been an adjunct
professor of history, political
science, and leadership for
Barton County Community
College and EduKan.
He lives in Manhattan,
Kansas with his wife, Karen
and their Siberian Huskies.

Lawmakers Spar Over
Kansas Pension Proposal
By Gene Meyer
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. - Kansas
House and Senate negotiators
offered sharply differing
approaches Thursday to one of
the biggest changes proposed
for thet state's underfunded
government employees pensions plans.
House negotiators, led by
state Rep. Mitch Holmes, a St.
John Republican and chairman
of that chamber's Pension and
Benefits
Committee,
are
adamantly backing a House
proposal that would convert
what now is a traditional pension plan for Kansas teachers,
state employees and local government workers into what's
known as a defined contribution plan for workers hired
after July 1, 2013.
Such plans, including the
401(k) plan versions many private employers offer, provide
retiring workers with pools of
savings with which to supplement Social Security or other
resources, but not guaranteed
lifetime pensions. That would
limit future exposure of Kansas
taxpayers - who pay the
employers' current contributions equal to 8 percent or more
of each workers' salary into the
system - to rising pension plan
costs. Those costs, according to
Kansas Public Employees

Retirement Systems projections presented in February,
could rise to equal more than
21 percent of some workers'
paychecks in two decades and
still leave one group of penson
funds, for Kansas teachers, out
of balance.
"What my colleagues in the
House, and even some
Senators, are telling me is,
'don't back down,' " Holmes
said after negotiators met
Thursday to define the broad
outlines of differences between
the House and Senate plans.
"The Senate rejects defined
contributions," said state Sen.
Jeff King, an Independence
Republican and vice chair of
the Senate Select Committee
on KPERS, who is leading the
Senate negotiators.
Senate negotiators want a
special KPERS commission to
study the defined contribution
idea along with other potential
solutions between now and the
end of next year's legislative
session. Critics of the defined
contribution proposal worry
that such a plan would worsen
the cash bind to which KPERS
appears to be heading because
it would reduce what is paid
into the plan for traditional
pension benefits current workers would continue to earn for
another few decades.
"Defined contributions are a

non starter as far as the Senate
is concerned," King said.
But that is just for 2013 as
the House has proposed, he
said; "Everything would be on
the table for the study commission."
The proposed commission is
the brainchild of state Senate
President Steve Morris, a
Hugoton Republican who
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback
last winter named as point man
for legislative efforts to deal
with the pension funding gap.
Brownback has been quoted as
saying he thinks some version
of a defined contribution plan
is inevitable for KPERS,
whether it's a relatively pure
version such as private employers offer or a hybrid plan that
would include some pensionlike guarantees.
The funding hole that legislators are trying to fill is an
officially projected $7.7 billion
gap between benefits that
KPERS has promised to pay its
approximately 250,000 members over the next few decades
and the money it is projected to
have by then to pay those benefits. Unofficial estimates put
the gap in the $9 billion to $12
billion range, based on a combination of lower market level
of rates of investment returns
than KPERS presumes for
planning purposes and longer

Belleville, KS
Mary Ann Tanking
Salina, KS
Whirling Earth
Wamego, KS
These artists have been
inspired by the rugged terrain
of Kansas in many ways. They
have captured the essence of
the landscapes, flora and fauna
on canvas. They have also used
clay and native limestone to
form vessels and sculptures.
The Columbian is open

Tuesday through Friday from
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM and on
Saturday 10:00 AM to 3:00PM.
There is no charge for visiting
the gallery. Many of the works
displayed are for sale. For further information you may contact:
The Columbian Theatre
521 Lincoln
Wamego, KS 66547
Phone: 785.456.2029
www.ColumbianTheatre.com

Paul Ibbetson’s new book
is "Available at Amazon and
the Manhattan Hastings
Store."

recovery times that will be
needed to recoup market setbacks.
House and Senate negotiators were agreed Thursday on a
few broad ideas for closing the
gap. Both broadly agree to
offer employees a choice
between increasing workers
contributions to maintain current formulas for calculating
retirement benefits or leaving
contribution rates unchanged
and reducing the formulas for
future benefit calculations.
Some of these proposed
changes would require Internal
Revenue Service approval.
Both also broadly agree to
accelerate the rate at which taxpayer
contributions
are
increased - now capped at 0.6
percent per year - to at least 1.2
percent by 2017.
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Expressions of Kansas
The Columbian Theatre,
Museum and Art Center’s next
exhibit is Expressions of
Kansas. This will be in the
Swogger Gallery at The
Columbian Theatre from May
6th to June 21st. Artists whose
work will be included in the
exhibit:
John Boyer
Belleville, KS
Cynthia Martin
Onaga, KS
Candy Sanford
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Riley County Minutes
The Board of County
Commissioners
Of Riley County, Kansas
April 21, 2011
The Regular meeting of the
Board
of
County
Commissioners met at the
Riley County Plaza East
Building April 21, 2011 with
the following members present:
Karen McCulloh, Chair; Alvan
Johnson, Vice Chair; Dave
Lewis, Member; and Rich
Vargo, County Clerk.
9:00 Public Comment &
Business Meeting
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services;
Debbie Regester, Register of
Deeds;
Monty
Wedel,
Planning/Special
Projects
Director; Lyndal Nyberg,
League of Women Voters; Paul
Foltz; Cindy Volanti, Human
Resource Manager; Yvonne
Rameriz, KMAN; and Leon
Hobson,
Public
Works
Director/County
Engineer,
attended.
Shepek reported budget
worksheets will be sent out on
Monday.
Foltz asked if there was any
progress on the research for the
Riley
County
and
Pottawatomie County boundaries.
Holeman stated he has begun
research on the subject and
contacted a surveyor.
Lewis discussed an e-mail
from John Stamey which noted
Mr. Bellman’s good service at
the Riley County Transfer
Station.
Foltz noted the good service
of the Noxious Weed and
Household Hazardous Waste
facility.
The Board discussed consolidated dispatch and Law Board
membership.
Johnson moved to accept the
low bid submitted by Ergon
Asphalt & Emulsions of
Kansas City, Missouri to supply CRS-1HP asphalt seal oil in
the amount of $2.05133 per
gallon.
Lewis
seconded.
Carried 3-0.
Lewis moved to accept the
low bid submitted by Bayer
Construction Company to supply crushed limestone chips in
the amount of $24.30 per ton.
Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0.
Lewis moved to accept the
low bid submitted by Ebert
Construction, Wamego, Kansas
in the amount of $1,701,245.64
for the road portion of the project (Wildcat Creek Road) and
$98,374.87 for the alternate
water line bid (the water line
installation was approved by
City Commission and will be
funded by the City of
Manhattan). The funding for
the road project will come from
the sales tax fund. Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0.
Johnson moved to approve a
Plaza Reservation Request for
Ralph DeZago for a hot dog
stand on April 23rd; May 7th;
and May 14th from 9:00 a.m. –
5:00 p.m. Lewis seconded.
Carried 3-0.
Holeman stated he did leave
a message for the Downtown
Manhattan, Inc. Director about
Mr. DeZago’s plaza reservation
request.
The Board of County
Commissioners signed Riley
County Personnel Action Form
for the following:
•Matt Stanford, a new hire,

as a Seasonal Laborer, in the
Public Works-Road & Bridge
Department, at a grade A step 1,
at $10.29 per hour.
•Wade Graham, a new hire,
as a Seasonal Laborer, in the
Public Works-Road & Bridge
Department, at a grade A step 1,
at $10.29 per hour.
•Michele Plank, a rehire, as a
Seasonal Laborer, in the Public
Works-Road
&
Bridge
Department, at a grade A step 1,
at $10.29 per hour.
•Cory Archer, a new hire, as
a Seasonal Laborer, in the
Public Works-Road & Bridge
Department, at a grade A step 1,
at $10.29 per hour.
•Christian Clowers, a status
change (rescind resignation), as
an Engineering Technician, in
the Public Works Department,
at a grade N step 6, at $22.76
per hour.
Johnson moved to approve
the payroll vouchers in the
amount of $203,784.46 and the
following warrant vouchers for
April 22, 2011:
2011 Budget
County General
$291,367.65
Teen Court Collected Fund
209.96
Riley Co Juvenile Service
6,003.32
Motor Vehicle Operations
4,728.76
21st Jud Dist Teen Court
936.74
Riley Co Adult Services
6,442.20
Capital Improvements Fund
13,534.49
Emergency 911 1,076.56
Solid Waste
4,040.56
Resourceful KS Energy Grt
46,296.02
Riley Co Fire Dist #1
5,044.07
University Park W&S
1,064.87
Hunters Island Water Dist
1,479.47
Deep Creek Sewer
276.94
Moehlman Bottoms
792.81
Terra Heights Sewer
106.39
Konza Water Operations
3,464.09
TOTAL. . . . . . . .
$386,864.90
Lewis seconded. Carried 30.
Johnson moved to approve a
Real Estate Sales Data Search
Service Agreement with Brian
A. Klahr for the Appraiser’s
Office.
Lewis
seconded.
Carried 3-0.
9:15 Debbie Regester,
Register of Deeds
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Lyndal
Nyberg, League of Women
Voters; and Yvonne Rameriz,
KMAN, attended.
Regester presented year to
date revenue figures.
Vargo asked for clarification
on direction to department
heads and elected officials on
budget request for 2012.
The Board, by consensus,
agreed the departments should
present their 2012 budgets
reflecting their needs. The
Board agreed departments
should be aware of the current
economic conditions and tax
sentiment of the public.
Johnson moved to approve
the minutes of April 18, 2011 as
amended. Lewis seconded.
Carried 3-0.
9:34 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
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Administrative Services
•Administrative
Work
Session
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Lyndal
Nyberg, League of Women
Voters; and Yvonne Rameriz,
KMAN, attended.
Holeman
reported
the
Indigent Defense panel will
participate in the 2012 budget
presentations.
Holeman stated Judge
Wilson will meet with the
Board on Monday, May 9, 2011
at 1:30 p.m. to discuss the State
Blue Ribbon Commission on
Judiciary.
Holeman
stated
Mark
Lewiston, local FBI agent, will
speak at the Riley County
Officials luncheon on Monday,
May 9, 2011.
Holeman discussed the transit agreement proposed for a
fixed route bus system.
10:00 Jennifer Wilson,
County Extension Director
Lyndal Nyberg, League of
Women Voters; and Yvonne
Rameriz, KMAN, attended.
Wilson stated the VITA program served more than 400 low
to moderate income taxpayers.
Wilson said Extension has
partnered with the Parks
Department, the Historical
Museum, the Manhattan Area
Chamber of Commerce, and
Manhattan Parks & Rec to offer
a new program for this summer
called Park Quest. The purpose
of this family oriented program
is to:
1.Get families outdoors and
active,
2.Encourage families to
spend time together,
3.Promote local parks and
attractions,
4.Teach some local history.
Wilson said they will kick
off this event in conjunction
with the Chamber’s “Get
Around 2 It” event which will
be held at CiCo Park on May
4th from 4:00-7:30 p.m.
Registration will continue
throughout the month of May.
The program will end on Labor
Day, September 5th.
Wilson discussed Kids Ag
Day.
Wilson stated she was Riley
County’s last representative on
the NEKCAP board in 20042005.
Wilson discussed the NEKCAP board. Wilson stated
NEKCAP did not do a lot of
projects in Riley County.
Wilson stated the Manhattan
Housing authority provides our
local need.
10:15 Brad Schoen, Riley
County Police Department
Director
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County
Engineer;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Lyndal
Nyberg, League of Women
Voters; Yvonne Rameriz,
KMAN;
Monty
Wedel,
Planning/Special
Projects
Director; Mike Gillespie; and
Clancy
Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
Administrative
Services,
attended.
Schoen discussed the next
Aggieville Safety Committee
meeting when they will discuss
issues the Riley County Police
Department and the community
had on Fake Patty’s Day.
McCulloh stated Schoen had
sent her an e-mail reflecting the
Riley
County
Police
Department’s
cost
at
$33,000.00 for Fake Patty’s
Day.
Schoen stated three more
proposed budgets were presented to the Law Board.
Schoen discussed consolidated dispatch.
The Board agreed with the
50/50 for year 1, 75/25 for year
2 and 80/20 for year 3 with the
calls for service being reviewed
at that time.
The Board noted Riley
County has been extremely
cooperative in accomplishing
consolidated dispatch.
Lewis stated he is firm in the
split remaining 80/20 for the
3rd year and each excessive
year.
Schoen stated the Riley
County Police Department will
begin planning as consolidated
dispatch to be implemented in
2012.
10:40
Monty
Wedel,
Planning/Special
Projects
Director
•Public hearing to adopt
the Gateway to Manhattan
Plan as an attachment to the
Manhattan Urban Area Plan
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County
Engineer;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and

Finance
Officer;
Lyndal
Nyberg, League of Women
Voters; Yvonne Rameriz,
KMAN;
Lance
Evans,
Manhattan City Senior Planner;
Eric Cattell, Manhattan City
Assistant Director Planning;
and
Clancy
Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
Administrative
Services,
attended.
Lewis moved to open the
Public Hearing. Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0.
Wedel presented the amendment to the Gateway to
Manhattan Plan.
McCulloh closed the public
hearing.
Johnson moved to place on
the April 25, 2011 business
meeting the resolution to adopt
the Gateway to Manhattan
Plan. Lewis seconded. Carried
3-0.
10:57
Pat
Collins,
Emergency
Management
Director
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Lyndal
Nyberg, League of Women
Voters; Yvonne Rameriz,
KMAN; Yolande Adair; and
Clancy
Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
Administrative
Services,
attended.
P. Collins presented a report
on 2011 fire calls.
P. Collins presented an
Emergency Management/Fire
District #1 update.
P. Collins presented the 2013
E-911 Radio Plan.
P. Collins estimated Riley
County’s
cost
to
be
$600,000.00 - $800,000.00. P.
Collins said up to $100,000.00
per year may be available for
the radio system.
The Board discussed the proposed changes in the radio system.
Adair, with the Random
Woods
Homeowners’
Association, stated Random
Woods roads are still currently
good for another year.
Adair said she would like to
set up a meeting with the
Homeowners Association and
bring back comments to the
Board.
Hobson said the new resolution on benefit districts will
allow the Board to assess fees
for maintenance of benefit district roads.
11:53 Johnson moved to
adjourn after the Joint
City/County/County Meeting.
Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0.
4:00 Joint Manhattan
C i t y / R i l e y
County/Pottawatomie
County Meeting (at County
Offices)
Representing the City of
Manhattan were James Sherow,
Rich Jankovich, John Matta,
Wynn Butler, and Loren
Pepperd
–
City
Commissioners; Loren Palmer,
Assistant City Manager; Jerry
Snyder,
Manhattan
Fire
Department; Karen Davis,
Community
Development
Director; and Ron Fehr, City
Manager. Representing Riley
County were Karen McCulloh
and Alvan Johnson – County
Commissioners;
Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services; Pat
Collins,
Emergency
Management Director; Johnette
Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer; Craig Cox, Assistant
County Counselor; Monty
Wedel,
Planning/Special
Projects Director; and Rich
Vargo,
County
Clerk.
Representing Pottawatomie
County were Stan Hartwich
and Pat Weixelman– County
Commissioners. Bruce Snead;
Jayme Morris-Hardeman; Jeri
Simon; Debbie Nuss; Anne
Smith, aTa Bus Director; Tom
Hawk; David Jones; Ted Rieck;
Dick Hayter; Larry Couchman,
EMS Director; Lyle Butler,
Manhattan Area Chamber of
Commerce; Yvonne Rameriz,
KMAN; Brad Schoen, Riley
County Police Department
Director; and Mike Gillespie,
attended.
Rieck
presented
a
PowerPoint on the Transit
Implementation Plan.
Rieck estimated the annual
subsidy to average $500,000.00
per year, with the City of
Manhattan and Riley County’s
portion being $15,000.00 $16,000.00 annually.
Smith, aTa Bus Director,
stated the effort represents
more than 10-years of work.
Smith stated fixed routes are
the only way public transportation can grow in our community. Smith said today is the first
day of the Fort Riley shuttle.

Pepperd asked if the trailer
park in Pottawatomie County is
going to be served.
Smith stated they will
through April 2012 through
demand response.
Weixelman asked if services
could be expanded.
Smith said fixed route services could be discussed.
Pepperd asked if Fort Riley
has any money available.
Smith said the Fort may have
some available after they get
through the bureaucracy.
Pepperd stated his concern is
the cost.
Pepperd asked where the bus
stop and shelter money will
come from.
Smith stated there is grant
money allocated for bus shelters.
Johnson asked if demand
service will still be available
for rural Riley County.
Smith said yes, rural Riley
County will be served.
McCulloh said we are getting a lot of money from the
State and Federal Government
for the program.
Sherow thanked Smith for
her work on the project and
stated he supports the project.
Matta said based on his numbers the system is 95% subsidized.
Matta asked how long will
the grants last.
Rieck stated the current program was implemented by
President Reagan.
Matta said his big concern is
people are currently getting to
where they need to be.
Matta stated there are headlines everywhere, which show
communities doing away with
public transportation.
Smith stated aTa Bus is on
target to provide over 60,000
rides this year. Smith said they
do live and die by grant funding
every year.
Rieck said KSU students
may vote to implement a student fee to help pay some cost.
Matta said he wants us to
identify why other communities were not successful so we
don’t end up like them.
Palmer said a lot of discussion was based on right sizing
the service and that is how ours
was planned.
Smith stated Ogden service
will be increased.
Hawk said his concern is for
the document to not tie our
hands down too much so we
can work collaboratively.
Bren Walter said this is leaps
and bounds ahead of other
communities.
Jones stated his concern is
there are no routes south of
Poyntz Avenue and hopes it
will be reviewed.
Schoen said the emergency
management directors agree
centralized dispatch is in the
public’s best interest.
Schoen stated the Riley
County Commission has
agreed to the 50/50, 75/25, and
80/20 split and after the second
year the call for service split

39

95

could be analyzed. Schoen stated McCulloh stated if the
breakdown of calls for service
came in at 94/6 Riley County
would still honor the 80/20
statutory split.
Schoen discussed some of
the problems created by not
having centralized dispatch.
Schoen stated with centralized dispatch, dispatchers also
will be trained in how to assist
in an emergency.
P. Collins discussed how the
911 equipment and service is
maintained by 911 fees.
Snyder, Manhattan Fire
Chief, said centralized dispatch
will eliminate delay between
transfer of calls.
Couchman, EMS Director,
stated currently there are several potentials for error in transfer of calls and delays.
Matta said he supports consolidated dispatch, but is concerned with the funding split.
Sherow stated his concern is
equitable tax burden for city
taxpayers.
Pepperd said he does not like
the calls for service and prefers
population or some other formula.
McCulloh stated we should
do this for the benefits of consolidated dispatch. McCulloh
said the population with Fort
Riley removed shows 82%
Manhattan City and 18% Riley
County.
Johnson stated the City of
Manhattan is not paying 95%.
Schoen said his concern is no
agreement will be reached at
the end of two years and no
progress will be made.
McCulloh said Riley County
has presented their agreement
for consolidated dispatch and
looks forward to the City of
Manhattan’s response.
5:38 Adjourned.
The Board of County
Commissioners
Of Riley County, Kansas
April 28, 2011
The Regular meeting of the
Board
of
County
Commissioners met at the
Riley County Plaza East
Building April 25, 2011 with
the following members present:
Karen McCulloh, Chair; Alvan
Johnson, Vice Chair; Dave
Lewis, Member; and Cindy
Kabriel sitting in for Rich
Vargo, County Clerk.
8:30 Public Comment &
Business Meeting
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services;
Monty
Wedel,
Planning/Special
Projects
Director; Julie Merklin, League
of Women Voters; and Leon
Hobson,
Public
Works
Director/County
Engineer,
attended.
Shepek said she will send
letters out to agencies requesting appropriation for the 2012
budget.
See County Minutes Page 6A

The
Works

Motorcraft oil and filter change, rotate and inspect four
tires, inspect brake system, test battery, check air and cabin
filters, check belts and hoses. Top off all fluids.
Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra. Expires 60 day
from 02-03-11.

Dick Edwards Ford Lincoln Mercury
7929 E. Highway 24, Manhattan, 785-776-4004

For Sale

2006 Chrysler Sebring
Convertible GTC
44,000 miles
Leather Seats
Remote Starter
Runs Great!!
$11,750 OBO
Call or Text 908-872-4720
In Waterville, KS
45 Min North of Manhattan, KS

MUST GO

Government
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Lewis moved to approve
“Resolution No. 042511-08, A
Resolution amending the
Manhattan
Urban
Area
Comprehensive Plan.” Johnson
seconded. Carried 3-0.
Johnson moved to accept the
proposed membership list for
the Riley County LEPC. Lewis
seconded. Carried 3-0.
Johnson moved to sign
Acknowledgement of Receipts
of flood insurance for county
buildings. Lewis seconded.
Carried 3-0.
The Board of County
Commissioners signed a Riley
County Personnel Action Form
for Angela Moulds, an
Administrative Clerk I, in the
Public Works Department, for
Separation
from
County
Service, effective April 15,
2011.
Johnson moved to sign the
Real Estate Tax Roll Correction
for the Manhattan Country
Club (203-06-2-00-00-011.000) for tax year 2010. This
results in a decrease in tax dollars of $2,400.02. Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0.
Johnson moved to sign the
Real Estate Tax Roll Correction
for the Manhattan Country
Club (203-07-2-00-00-002.000) for tax year 2010. This
results in a decrease in tax dollars of $23,801.26. Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0.

Johnson moved to sign a letter to Senator Roger Reitz
regarding SB 40, the statute
proposed allowing counties
statewide to repair county
buildings in an emergency,
without competitive bidding.
Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0.
Johnson moved to approve
the minutes of April 21, 2011 as
amended. Lewis seconded.
Carried 3-0.
9:00
Rod
Meredith,
Assistant Public Works
Director/Parks Director
•Bid opening for bituminous asphalt mix bid
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance
Officer;
Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services;
Julie Merklin, League of
Women Voters; Brad Dornes,
Manhattan Mercury; and Leon
Hobson,
Public
Works
Director/County
Engineer,
attended.
The Board of County
Commissioners opened the following bids for bituminous
asphalt mix:
Company
Item #1
7 . 4 5 2
miles of asphalt milling
Item #2
13,200
tons of BM-2
Item #3
4,200 tons
of BM-1
Item #4 - alternate 9,900 tons
of BM-1

Manhattan City Minutes
MINUTES CITY COMMISSION MEETING TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2011 7:00
P.M.
The Regular Meeting of the
City Commission was held at
7:00 p.m. in the City
Commission Room. Mayor
Bruce
Snead
and
Commissioners James E.
Sherow, Loren J. Pepperd,
Jayme Morris-Hardeman, and
Bob Strawn were present. Also
present were Commissionerselect John Matta, Wynn Butler,
and Richard B. Jankovich; City
Manager Ron R. Fehr;
Assistant City Manager Jason
Hilgers;
Assistant
City
Manager Lauren Palmer; City
Attorney Bill Frost; City Clerk
Gary S. Fees; 14 staff; and
approximately 95 interested
citizens.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Snead led the
Commission in the Pledge of
Allegiance.
PROCLAMATION
Mayor Snead proclaimed
April 2011, Manhattan Bike
Month. Brian Hardeman,
Chair,
Bicycle Advisory
Committee; Miriam Clark,
President, Flint Hills Area
Bicycle Club; and Joey
Lightner, City of Manhattan
Bicycle Intern, were present to
receive the proclamation.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
State Senator Roger Reitz,
1332 Sharingbrook Drive,
voiced his appreciation to the
new City Commissioners and
thanked those Commissioners
that have served the community in the past. He extended his

appreciation to Mayor Bruce
Snead for serving on the
Manhattan City Commission
the past 16 years and for the
opportunity to work with him
on the City Commission. He
extended his congratulations on
Bruce's achievements and
thanked him for his public
service.
He stated that
Manhattan will never have anyone more committed to the betterment of the city than Bruce
Snead.
Gary Coates, 315 N. 15th
Street, Professor, Kansas State
University, expressed his
appreciation to Mayor Snead
and Commissioners Jayme
Morris-Hardeman and Bob
Strawn for their service to the
community.
Dee Robert Ross, 8628
Hanna Lane, Manhattan,
expressed his differences with
the outgoing Commissioners
and voiced concerns with the
Riley County, Geary County,
and
Manhattan
City
Commission monthly meetings. He stated that he was also
concerned that he cannot vote
for
Riley
County
Commissioners or Manhattan
City Commissioners, but they
are able to spend and make
plans that affect him and other
residents of Pottawatomie
County.
Phil
Anderson,
1718
Fairchild Avenue, thanked the
outgoing Commissioners for
their outstanding service and
voiced appreciation for the outstanding campaigns run by
Rich Jankovich, Wynn Butler,
John Matta, and Stan Hoerman.
He
asked
the
new

Shilling Asphalt, Inc.
555 Poyntz Avenue #260
Manhattan, KS 66502
$6.75 per ton
$54.45 per
ton
$56.68 per ton
$57.68 per ton
Johnson moved to refer the
bids to staff for evaluation and
recommendation. Lewis seconded. Carried 3-0.
Lewis moved to sign a
Mental
Health
Month
Proclamation for May 2011.
Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0.
9:15 Budget and Planning
Committee
–
Johnette
Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer
Brad Dornes, Manhattan
Mercury; Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
Administrative Services; and
Julie Merklin, League of
Women Voters, attended.
Shepek presented a CIP, a
county building, an economic
development, and a ½ cent
sales tax update.
9:30 Press Conference
Eileen King, Treasurer;
Robbin Cole, Pawnee Mental
Health Services Director; Bill
Meredith, Pawnee Mental
Health Board Member; Brad
Dornes, Manhattan Mercury;
Julie Merklin, League of
Women Voters; and John Kurtz,
KMAN, attended.
King presented the following
information for April vehicle

renewals:
•Friday, April 29, 2011 – All
“C-D” tags are due.
•Monday, May 2nd the
Treasurer’s Office waives late
fees, but subject to ticket after
midnight April 30th.
•MUST SHOW CURRENT
INSURANCE CARD ON
EACH VEHICLE.
•Renewal forms or other
forms need to be signed by registered owner, if not present.
•MILITARY must present
active duty ID, LES and
Orders/ORB/ERB for Personal
Property tax exemption. The
Treasurer’s Office now provides a work station outside our
office for military personnel to
access the information needed.
King said the second half of
2010 taxes is due Tuesday, May
10, 2011. King said the
Treasurer’s Office does accept
cash, check or credit card.
However there is a 2.5% convenience fee charged by our
credit card provider.
King said tax amounts can be
found on our website www.rileycountyks.gov under e-gov
services, Online Property Tax
Search.
King said taxes can be paid:
•in person at 110 Courthouse
Plaza,
•by mail with a May 10th
postmark,
•by internet at www.riley-

countyks.gov using either echeck or credit card,
•by phone at 1-800-2PAYTAX jurisdiction code 2613.
McCulloh presented a
Mental
Health
Month
Proclamation for May 2011 to
Robbin Cole with Pawnee
Mental Health Services.
Cole discussed concerns
about State funding cuts,
because mental illness will
strike nearly one in four adults
and children in a given year.
Hobson presented a Public
Works update.
10:12 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
Administrative Services
•Administrative
Work
Session
Johnson moved that the
Riley County Commission
recess into executive session
pursuant to the preliminary discussions relating to the acquisition of real property exception
to the Kansas Open Meetings
Act, in order to discuss an initial offer of purchase by the
county, the open meeting to
resume
in
the
County
Commission Chambers at
10:27 a.m. Lewis seconded.
Carried 3-0.
10:28 Johnson moved to go
out of executive session. Lewis
seconded. Carried 3-0.
No binding action was taken
during the executive session.

10:30 Leon Hobson, Public
Works
Director/County
Engineer
Julie
Winter,
Officer
Manager; Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer;
Clancy
Holeman,
Counselor/Director
of
Administrative Services; and
Paul Foltz, attended.
Hobson presented a Public
Works projects update.
Hobson said the Road and
Bridge Advisory Board will
meet tomorrow to review the
scoring system.
Hobson said the McDowell
Creek Road asphalt overlay
project recently bid, is short on
funding for the bid amount in
the Public Works budget.
Hobson said the estimated cost
of the project will be $1.4-$1.5
million. Hobson said funding
for the project is short by
$250,000 - $450,000. Hobson
suggested using some of the
sales tax funds, since the
Wildcat Creek Road reconstruction bids came in less than
estimated.
The Board of County
Commissioners agreed staff
move forward with the
McDowell Creek Road asphalt
overlay and to coordinate with
Geary County.
11:13 Johnson moved to
adjourn. Lewis seconded.
Carried 3-0.

Commissioners to make decisions that are good for all citizens.
Stan Hoerman, 2021 Blue
Hills Road, asked for equal
time and pointed out that the
recent election results reflected
a geriatric progression.
Barbara Crooks, 809 Juniper
Drive, thanked the outgoing
Commissioners for their service and engagement in the community. She informed the
Commission that as a CASA
volunteer, she was appalled
that someone would not want
safe housing and stressed the
importance for safe housing.
She also voiced support for the
protections of basic rights for
everyone
and
thanked
Commissioner
MorrisHardeman for her service and
leadership.
Richard
Hill,
3513
Stagecoach Circle, thanked the
Manhattan City Commission
for their service and expressed
his appreciation for the times
when there were disagreements, even though they were
polite disagreements.
He
thanked the commission for
everything they do for our
community.
Bruce McMillan, 555 Poyntz
Avenue, voiced his appreciation to the Commissioners and
thanked Mayor Snead for his
exemplary role of leader-servant for the community, for his
profession, and for the City of
Manhattan.
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
Commissioner Bob Strawn
thanked
his
fellow
Commissioners, City staff, and
his family for their support and
patience. He also thanked the
citizens of Manhattan and stated that it has been an honor to
serve and a humbling experience. He asked that citizens
provide support and feedback
to the new Commissioners.
Commissioner
Jayme
Morris-Hardeman expressed
her appreciation to the community, to her colleagues, to City
staff and City Manager Ron
Fehr, and to her family for their
support. She highlighted some
of the projects and programs
that she was involved with as a
Commissioner. She stated that

she enjoyed her time as a
Commissioner, appreciated the
civility of the Commission, and
thanked everyone for allowing
her to serve.
Commissioner
Loren
Pepperd
thanked
the
Commissioners for their leadership,
dedication,
and
strengths that they demonstrated during their terms in office.
Mayor Bruce Snead provided highlights, accomplishments
and memorable moments during his 16 years of service as a
Commissioner and Mayor. He
expressed his appreciation to
the citizens, to fellow colleagues, to the media, to former
and current City staff, and to
his family, especially, to his son
and wife, Leslie. At the conclusion of his outgoing remarks,
Mayor Snead received a standing ovation for his long-standing service and commitment to
public service and for his leadership that he provided to the
community of Manhattan.
MINUTES
Commissioner
Sherow
moved to approve the minutes
of
the
Regular
City
Commission Meeting held
Tuesday, April 5, 2011.
Commissioner Strawn seconded the motion. On a roll call
vote, motion carried 5-0.
RE-ORGANIZATION
Gary Fees, City Clerk,
administered the Oath of Office
to Commissioners-elect John
Matta, Wynn Butler, and
Richard B. Jankovich.
Gary Fees, City Clerk, called
for the election of the new
Mayor. Commissioner Loren
Pepperd
moved
that
Commissioner
James
E.
Sherow be appointed to serve
as Mayor until the second legislative meeting in April 2012.
Commissioner John Matta seconded the motion. On vote,
motion carried 5-0.
Newly elected Mayor James
E. Sherow called for the election of the new Mayor ProTem. Commissioner John
Matta
moved
that
Commissioner Loren Pepperd
be appointed to serve as Mayor
Pro-Tem until the second legislative meeting in April 2012.
Commissioner Wynn Butler
seconded the motion. On vote,

motion carried 5-0.
Newly
elected
Mayor
Sherow and City Manager Ron
Fehr recognized outgoing
Mayor Bruce Snead and
Commissioners Jayme MorrisHardeman and Bob Strawn.
They presented them with
plaques, framed photographs,
and engraved candy dishes for
their spouses to commemorate
and express appreciation for
their service and terms in
office.
Mayor Sherow thanked
Bruce Snead, Jayme MorrisHardeman, and Bob Strawn for
their public service and highlighted their accomplishments.
He also expressed his appreciation to the spouses and families
of the Commissioners. He welcomed
the
incoming
Commissioners and recognized
City staff. He then presented
the Commission and community with his vision for the next
year, voiced significant accomplishments, and highlighted
projects and goals for the
upcoming year.
At
8:30
p.m.,
the
Commission took a 15 minute
recess.
CONSENT AGENDA (*
denotes those items discussed)
CLAIMS REGISTER NO.
2670
The Commission approved
Claims Register No. 2670
authorizing and approving the
payment of claims from March
30, 2011, to April 12, 2011, in
the amount of $4,262,231.16.
LICENSE – FIREWORKS
DISPLAY
The Commission approved a
Fireworks Display License for
July 4, 2011, for Manhattan
Country Club, 1531 N. 10th
Street.
FINAL PLAT – BRICKEI
ADDITION

The Commission accepted
the easements and rights-ofway, as shown on the Final Plat
of Brickei Addition, generally
located on the northeast corner
of S. 5th Street and
Pottawatomie Avenue, based
on conformance with the
Manhattan
Urban
Area
Subdivision Regulations.
* AWARD CONTRACT –
JARDINE
SIDEWALK
IMPROVEMENTS
(SW1101)
Ron Fehr, City Manager,
provided additional information on the item and responded
to
questions
from
the
Commission.
Commissioner Jankovich
reported that he had a conflict
of interest and would abstain
on this item.
The Commission accepted
the Engineer’s Estimate in the
amount of $73,622.00 and
awarded a construction contract in the amount of
$38,906.88, to the low bidder,
R.M. Baril Construction, of
Manhattan, Kansas, for the
Jardine
Sidewalk
Improvements (SW1101).
AWARD CONTRACT –
WILDCAT CREEK ROAD
WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS (WA1012)
The Commission accepted
the Engineer’s Estimate in the
amount of $192,730.00 and
authorized Riley County to
award a construction contract
in the amount of $98,374.87 to
Ebert
Construction,
of
Wamego, Kansas, for the
Wildcat Creek Road Water
Main
Improvements
(WA1012), subject to Riley
County awarding a construction contract for Wildcat Creek
Road improvements to Ebert
Construction, of Wamego,
Kansas.
See Manhattan Page 7A

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location
Larry Kluttz

Certified Optician
Owner

(785)539-5105

Ta y l o r ’s F a m i l y H a i r C a r e
All your Family’s Styling needs
See Faye, Marissa or Marianne
Booth
Rental Available
785-539-7751
3tl7
Monday Thru Saturday
314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

930 Hayes Drive, Suite E.
Manhattan, Kansas
Fax: (785)539-2324
DUANE L. McKINNEY

Broker-Appraiser-Inspector
APPRAISALS, SALES,
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Manhattan Realty Services

116 S. 4th St, Suite 2
Manhattan, Ks 66502
_________________________
Phone: 785 776-1010
Fax: 785 539-1026
E-Mail: manreal@kansas.net

Classifieds

7A

MANHATTAN FREE PRESS - Thursday, May 5, 2011

Manhattan_____________________________________from page six
See Manhattan Page 7A
* AWARD CONTRACTS –
HOUSING REHABILITATION PROJECTS (HOME
AND CDBG) Karen Davis,
Director of Community
Development, responded to
questions from Commission
and provided clarification on
the item.
The Commission accepted
the bids for 2417 Brook Lane

and 800 Ratone Street; awarded
the bids to the lowest responsible bidders; authorized the
Mayor and City Clerk to enter
into agreements with the contractors and property owners
for expenditure of Housing
Rehabilitation funds; and
authorized City Administration
to approve any necessary
change orders.
After
discussion,

Commissioner
Jankovich
moved to approve the consent
agenda.
Commissioner
Pepperd seconded the motion.
On a roll call vote, motion carried 5-0, with the exception of
Item D, AWARD CONTRACT
– JARDINE SIDEWALK
IMPROVEMENTS (SW1101),
which carried 4-0-1 with
Commissioner
Jankovich
abstaining from the item.

GENERAL AGENDA
FIRST
READING
–
REZONE - LOT 2, CARLSON ADDITION
Eric
Cattell, Assistant
Director for Planning, presented the item. He then responded
to
questions
from
the
Commission.
Rich Seidler, assisting the
applicant, Mr. Abbott, responded to questions from the

Commission regarding traffic
flow and location of the kiosk.
He asked the Commission to
accept the recommendation of
City staff and the Manhattan
Urban Area Planning Board
and to support the item.
After
discussion,
Commissioner Pepperd moved
to approve first reading of an
ordinance rezoning Lot 2,
Carlson Addition, generally

located at 480 McCall Road,
from I-2, Industrial Park
District, to C-5, Highway
Service Commercial District,
based on the findings in the
Staff Report (See Attachment
No. 1). Commissioner Butler
seconded the motion. On a roll
call vote, motion carried 5-0.
ADJOURNMENT
At
9:08
p.m.,
the
Commission adjourned.

Morris Countians to Seal Memories for 2061
Citizens of Morris County
will have the opportunity to
share memories of 2011 with
residents of the Flint Hills in
2061, when they seal a time
capsule Wednesday evening,
June 15, at Council Grove, that
will be placed in a special wall
at the Flint Hills Discovery
Center at Manhattan. The sealing of Morris County archives
will be one of the several activities of the annual Washunga
Days.
This project, a combined part
of the Kansas Sesquicentennial
and the completion of the Flint
Hills Discovery Center at
Manhattan, will encompass residents of all 22 counties of the
Flint Hills. The soon-to-beopen Flint Hills Discovery
Center is preserving artifacts
and memories of this year –
2011 – in a sealed wall exhibit
that will be opened during a
special ceremony in 2061 –
fifty years from now.
In Morris County, the FiftyYear Time Capsule is being
coordinated by the Council
Grove/Morris County Chamber
of Commerce and Tourism,

sponsor of Washunga Days,
with the hope that each community in the county will collect and preserve items unique
to that community so that children and grandchildren of
today’s inhabitants will share
an unique look at Morris
County when the time capsule
is opened in 2061.
Each Flint Hills county will
be provided an archival box
and materials to safely store the
items collected. The boxes will
then be placed inside a space at
the Discovery Center where
they will be physically sealed
for 50 years with a plaque
acknowledging participating
communities and counties.
During the 2061 Kansas
Bicentennial, each of the county’s boxes will be opened to
give future residents an insight
into life and the opportunities,
challenges, inspirations and
adversities marking the Flint
Hills in 2011.
Each community in Morris
County is encouraged to form a
committee to determine what
artifacts should be preserved
and collect them for placement

in the Flint Hills Time Capsule.
Suggested items might include
newspaper articles, photographs of community events,
unique tools or objects reflecting life in 2011. Household or
business items essential to
everyday life in Morris County
today would also be candidates
for preserving.
Once
a
community’s
“preservation committee” is
formed, the chair person should
contact the Chamber/Tourism
office at Council Grove for
help in determining what items
can be safely preserved and
what items won’t preserve
well. Contact Lynne Burns at
the Council Grove/Morris
County Chamber of Commerce
and Tourism for complete
details regarding this Flint Hills
Time Capsule by calling 620767-5413 or visiting the office
at 207 West Main Street in
Council Grove.
Steve White, president of the
Chamber/Tourism says this is
an exciting and worthwhile
project and it is hoped every
community in Morris County
will be represented in the final

Adoption
ADOPTION - Happily married, professional couple wishes to start family. Can offer
child lots of love and stability.
Expenses paid. Please call
Maria and Michael. 1-800-5134914

APU Equipped Pre-Pass EZpass Pets/passenger policy.
Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. 1-800-528-7825

effort to preserve memories of
2011 for those residing in the
county in 2061.
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Classifieds
Misc.
EASY TO OWN A NEW
Doublewide or singlewide. Our
home, your land, and $0
deposit. It’s Easy. Ask how??
800-375-3115
Misc.
AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high paying Aviation
Career. FAA approved program. Financial aid if qualified
- Job placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 888-248-7449.
Misc.
BRANSON, MO Thousand
Hills Resort. The longer you
stay the more you save! Inquire
about 10% to 35% discounts on
nightly rentals! 888-658-2051
www.thousandhills.com
Misc.
ATTEND
COLLEGE
ONLINE
from
Home.
*Medical
*Business
*Paralegal,
*Accounting,
*Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if qualified. Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

Adoption
ADOPT: Young, happily
married couple wishing for
newborn. Love, affection, security and opportunities await
your baby. Expenses paid.
Please call Jillian and David
anytime 877-613-8169.
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Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers- Flatbed .46/mi Paid
Vacations, 401K, Free Rider
Program
CDL
Training
Available! Call Prime Inc.
Today! 800-277-0212 or
www.primeinc.com
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Help Wanted/Truck
Driver Quality Drive-Away,
Inc. is seeking 40 CDL qualified drivers to deliver new
trucks and buses. We are the
exclusive transporter for
Collins Bus in Hutchinson, KS
and have five regional offices
with other large contracts. Call
today 1-866-764-1601 or visit
www.qualitydriveaway.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
“You got the drive, We have
the Direction” OTR Drivers
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Brownback Praises Legislative Accomplishments
ANHATTAN REE RESS

By Rachel Whitten
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. – Although
legislators have found a lot of
room for disagreement on
issues-- such as a budget for the
rest of 2011, income tax reform
and picking appeals court
judges, Gov. Sam Brownback
praised their accomplishments
Friday.
Pointing to a new law that
will give tax breaks to out-ofstate residents who move to
rural areas with declining populations, and the worker’s compensation updates that have
also passed, Brownback said
the legislators have negotiated
tough issues with respect.
“There are legitimately held
positions on various sides, but
people are civil in their discussion,” he said in a news conference Friday morning.
Brownback and Republicans

have been the target of criticism from Democratic leadership for focusing on issues the
minority party says distract
from job creation, such as abortion reform and a bill restricting sexually oriented businesses.
“We’re not seeing a great
deal of action in terms of what
we can do to create jobs,” said
Minority Leader Paul Davis, a
Democrat from Lawrence in a
media briefing Tuesday.
But Brownback pointed to a
number of his priorities, like
fixing an unfunded liability in
the Kansas Public Employee
Retirement System, cutting the
budget for the first time since
1973, and allowing businesses
to deduct the full cost of their
equipment in the first year of its
purchase, that are being
addressed concurrently with
those other issues.

“The legislature is going to
tackle a broad cross-section of
topics, and they’ve done it with
a low level of acrimony relative
to a number of other states in
addressing these issues,”
Brownback said.
Even though the governor
praised lawmakers for negotiating in relative harmony, his
challenge to lawmakers in his
state of the state address to
approve a freeze on state
spending fell apart mid-session
when legislative negotiators
could not agree on a plan.
Appropriations for the remainder of the 2011 fiscal year ending June 30 will be included in
the mega-bill the legislature
approves in the last days of the
session.
Other challenges sprung
from a conservative-dominated
House chamber that sent measures such as a bill that would

grant the governor the power to
pick appeals court judges, and
another that would dial down
income tax rates in proportion
to new state revenue, both of
which never saw light in the
moderately-led Senate.
Even on Friday, the House
made another attempt to force
the Senate to vote on the
Community Defense Act,
which would change business
hours in sexually oriented businesses and limit what can happen in those establishments.
House members stripped a
Senate bill and replaced it with
the contents of the Community
Defense Act, approving it on a
96 to 29 vote. Procedurally, that
means any Senator can bring it
up on the floor for debate.
As representatives were
debating the new attempt to
force a vote on the Community
Defense Act, lawmakers con-

sidered watering down the bill
by only requiring sexually oriented businesses to be located
1,000 feet from a church,
school or playground, in hopes
the Senate might find it more
palatable.
But that idea was rejected, as
opponents voiced opinions that
the Senate should be held
accountable for their decisions
during next year’s election.
Meanwhile, an engineering
initiative cultivated by Senate
leadership faces an uncertain
future in the House, which
favors sticking close to
Brownback’s plan to increase
engineering graduates. At issue
is the allowance of up to $195
million in bonds included in the
Senate plan to expand facilities
for the three universities that
graduate engineers. House
members also are hesitant to
put the Board of Regents in
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charge of administering the $1
million set aside in the 2012
budget, preferring to route the
money through the Kansas
Department of Commerce. The
House
Appropriations
Committee still plans to work
the bill next week.
A measure to change the way
judges are chosen for the
Kansas Court of Appeals faced
stiff opposition from the chair
of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, Sen. Tim Owens, a
Republican from Olathe, who
refused to hold a hearing on the
legislation. Owens said he
hated the idea of granting
power to the governor to
appoint judges subject to confirmation by the Senate, a plan
the House endorsed and
Brownback favors.
The legislature has enough
funding to work through May
11.

Kan. Lawmakers See Progress in Budget Talks
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP)
Kansas legislators negotiating over a $14 billion budget
saw progress Tuesday toward
resolving differences between
the House and the Senate, and
state funding for arts programs
appeared likely to survive their
discussions.
Three senators and three
House members resumed talks
over the spending plan for the
fiscal year beginning July 1,
scheduling multiple meetings
after convening only once for a
half-hour Monday. Legislators
were in the 82nd day of their
annual session, out of 90 scheduled, and dozens of budget
issues remained unresolved.
But House Republican negotiators backed away from their
support for GOP Gov. Sam
Brownback's plan to eliminate
the Kansas Arts Commission as
a state agency. The House had
endorsed Brownback's proposal to replace the commission
with a nonprofit foundation
that would rely largely on pri-

vate funds to support artists and
local arts councils.
The Senate, though also controlled by Republicans, rejected
Brownback's plan and included
$689,000 in the next budget for
the commission, a 14 percent
cut from its current budget. The
budget negotiators agreed to go
with the Senate's position,
though the decision won't be
final until they finish their
work.
"For us, I think it's, 'Let's get
out of town,'" said House
Appropriations
Committee
Chairman Marc Rhoades, a
Newton Republican, and his
chamber's lead negotiator.
"That one's important to the
Senate."
Arts advocates and groups
are lobbying hard against
Brownback's proposals, and
they persuaded the Senate to
kill an order from the governor
abolishing the commission July
1.
Supporters of Brownback's
plan argue that the state has to

rethink even popular programs
during difficult times and
should eliminate the extra costs
from having a government
"middle-man" between donors
and artists and arts programs.
Critics say Brownback's plan
would cost Kansas up to $1.2
million in federal funds _
something he disputes.
The private foundation
already has formed, and many
legislators expect Brownback
to use his power as governor to
veto individual spending items
to strike the commission's
funding from the budget. He
hasn't made that promise publicly, but such an action would
accomplish his goal and shut
down the commission.
Senators were pleased to see
some movement in the budget
negotiations, having been frustrated Monday by the slow
pace. Yet they remained wary
Tuesday.
"It's hard to say that it's a
trend," said Senate Ways and
Means
Committee

Chairwoman Carolyn McGinn,
a Sedgwick Republican, and
her chamber's lead negotiator.
The next state budget will
eliminate a projected shortfall
that has approached $500 million and could leave a small
cushion of cash reserves.
Overall spending is likely to
drop between 5 percent and 6
percent, or by $770 million to
$870 million, with much of the
decrease reflecting the disappearance of federal economic
stimulus funds.
House Speaker Mike O'Neal,
a Hutchinson Republican, has
said he wants the budget finished by Friday, but other legislators are skeptical that such a
timetable can bet met.
The biggest differences
between the two chambers
include education funding,
although any plan approved by
legislators is likely to force the
state's 289 school districts to
consider laying off teachers and
other employees later this
spring.

The House voted to cut the
state's basic aid to its public
schools by $250 per student, or
6 percent, shifting a small part
of the savings into special education programs. The Senate's
proposed cut is $226 per student, with members shifting
money from various programs
to allow for a smaller cut than
the $232 per student that
Brownback proposed. The current base aid figure is $4,012
per student.
In talks Monday, House
GOP negotiators stuck by their
chamber's
position.
On
Tuesday, the Senate reiterated
their stance.
Leaders of the Senate's
Republican majority want to
keep the cut in aid to schools as
small as possible and had
bipartisan support for their
budget.
Meanwhile, leaders of the
House's Republican majority
face pressure from some conservatives to cut school aid _
and the rest of the budget _

more deeply than the chamber
has. The House Appropriations
Committee has continued to
discuss such proposals even as
the House and Senate negotiate.
During a committee meeting
Monday, conservatives pressed
for deeper cuts, only to be
rebuffed twice.
"We need to look a little
harder," said Rep. Gene
Suellentrop,
a
Wichita
Republican, arguing that cuts
now will stave off budget problems later.
McGinn said such discussions by the House committee
could complicate the ongoing
talks between the two chambers by raising new issues even
as negotiators try to settle existing ones.
"At some point in time, it's
time to close up shop," McGinn
said.

Kansas' April Tax Collections Hit $732 Million
By Gene Meyer
KansasReporter
TOPEKA, Kan. - Hitting
new Kansas tax revenue projections that were lowered just
two weeks ago will be a
squeaker, new figures released
Friday suggest.
The Kansas Department of
Revenue reported that Kansas
tax revenues totaled nearly
$732 million during April, 27
percent more than a year earlier
and 3 percent higher than projected for the month.
The collections, fueled in
part by a seasonal surge in mid-

April tax checks that Kansas
taxpayers send to meet federal
and state deadlines, brought
total collections since the
state's fiscal year began July 1
to $4.56 billion. And while that
year-to-date total is nearly 13
percent higher than a year ago,
it leaves at least $900 million
that must be collected in May
and June to hit a downward
revised $5.4 billion in total tax
2011 tax revenues that state
consensus forecasters projected
in mid April.
Two of Kansas' largest single
tax revenue sources, individual

income taxes and state sales tax
revenues, would need to total
more than $700 million in the
next two months to hit the lowered 2011 targets.
April's higher than expected
revenues also were a bit of
fluke, revenue officials said
Friday. The collections include
a total $36 million in one-time
income tax payments from two
taxpayers who recently had significant taxable events in their
lives that aren't likely to happen
again. Privacy laws prohibit
disclosing what those one-time
boons might be for the two tax-

payers. But without the $36
million, April's total tax revenues would have fallen $14
million short of official projections, the report shows.
"The numbers show signs of
a slowly improving economy,"
Kansas Revenue Secretary
Nick Jordan said in a statement
released with the numbers.
"The best thing we can do
for Kansas is grow the private
economy and create jobs,"

Style

K-State Wins 8-6
Over Cal State Bakersfield
KSU Sports Information
MANHATTAN, Kan. –
Jason King broke a 5-5 tie with
a RBI triple in the seventh
inning
supporting
Evan
Marshall's 2.1 no-hit innings of
relief pitching as Kansas State
topped Cal State-Bakersfield,
8-6, Tuesday at Tointon Family
Stadium.
The Wildcats improved to
27-17 on the year and 18-5 at
home. K-State also captured
the four-game season series
against the Roadrunners after
winning both games in
Bakersfield last week. Cal
State-Bakersfield fell to 25-16
with the loss.
The Wildcats led 5-1 after
scoring two runs in the first and
three more in the second. But
the Roadrunners stormed back
with a run in the fourth and two
more in the fifth on a homer by
Martin Medina to pull within 54. CSUB starter Jonathan
Montoya (7-3) found his
groove and shut down the Cats
from the third through the sixth
innings,
allowing
Kevin
Younger's RBI single in the
sixth to tie the game.
Nick Martini was hit by a
pitch to open the K-State seventh and the Wildcats took
advantage. King followed and
blasted the second pitch he saw
into the right-center field gap
that CSUB right-fielder Ryan
McIntyre couldn't grab on a
dive, allowing Martini to score
from first as King slid in for his
fourth triple of the year. King

later scored on a wild pitch to
give the Cats a 7-5 advantage.
The Wildcat third baseman
produced an insurance run in
the eighth with a sacrifice fly,
building the lead to 8-5. With
closer James Allen on for the
save in the ninth inning,
Andrew Letourneau reached on
an infield single and scored
when Jeremy Rodriguez doubled to deep center with two
outs. That brought Medina to
the plate as the tying run, but
Allen forced him to fly out to
end the contest. In the process,
Allen collected his fifthstraight save in as many outings, extending his school
records to a season-total of 15
and 28 for his career.
“Cal State Bakersfield was
fierce tonight,” head coach
Brad Hill said. “You could feel
the momentum swing in the
fourth inning when they had
three two-strike base hits to
score a run before Medina hit
the ball out of the park the next
inning. It was on after that.”
Marshall (4-4) got K-State
out of a jam in the sixth inning
with the go-ahead run at second
base with two outs. The righthanded reliever recorded a
ground out to end the threat,
then in the seventh stranded
leadoff man Oscar Sanay, who
was hit by a pitch, before tossing a perfect eighth inning with
two
strikeouts.
It
was
Marshall’s first win since April
11 against Oklahoma.
“Those zeros he threw up

there were really big for us,”
Hill said. “It enabled us to get
momentum back on our side
because we didn’t have it there
for quite a while. We got up 51 and lost some of our energy
and emotion. We can’t do that.
This is too good of a club.”
The Wildcats were led offensively by Wade Hinkle and
Jake Brown, who tallied three
hits apiece. Hinkle picked up
his fifth multi-RBI game of the
season when he singled home a
pair of runs in the first inning.
King, who had three RBI, had a
sacrifice fly in the second,
which followed a RBI single by
Martini. Martini also had two
hits to earn his team-leading
13th multi-hit game of the year.
Medina, who singled home a
run in the first to go along with
his home run, was 3-for-5 with
three RBI to lead CSUB.
Younger had a pair of RBI base
hits in the fourth and sixth.
The
Wildcats
and
Roadrunners conclude their
two-game midweek series with
a 6:30 p.m., contest Wednesday
at Tointon Family Stadium. To
order tickets, fans can call the
Kansas State Athletics Ticket
office at 1-800-221-CATS, log
on
to
www.kstatesports.com/tickets or visit
the office inside Bramlage
Coliseum. The ticket windows
at Tointon Family Stadium
open one hour prior to first
pitch.

Jordan said.
Separately, Kansas budget
executives and the state's
Legislative
Research
Department on Friday released
a more detailed version of an
April 15 report in which they
trimmed $10.2 million from a
six-months-earlier projection
of 2011 revenues and $21.5
million from earlier projections
for 2012.
The expanded report indi-

cates Kansas' state revenue
prospects between now and
June 2012 will be torn between
higher prices for agricultural
and energy commodities produced in the state and the
dampening effects of persistently high 6 percent or higher
unemployment rates across the
state and fuel prices high
enough to eat into consumers'
otherwise disposable income.
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