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What?
Editorial
By Jon A. Brake
Kansas State University has
been selected as the future home
of the National Bio and AgroDefense Facility (NBAF) center
and pre-construction has started.
The $650 million research facility will provide the country with
an urgently needed, state-of-theart lab to protect the food supply
and agriculture economy.
Here is what they say about the
facility: “The NBAF will feature
state-of-the-art, bio-containment
laboratories to research and develop diagnostic capabilities to assess
and detect potential threats against
humans and animals alike. All
employees working in the facility
will be strictly supervised by scientists who are trained and experienced in working with foreign animal and zoonotic diseases. A BSL4 facility is completely self-contained and is either in a separate
building or in a controlled area
within a building, which is isolated from all other areas of the
building. All research animals are
contained entirely within the facil-

Manhattan is in Tornado Alley.
ity. Once a research animal enters
the facility, it does not exit the
maximum containment facility.”
In other words: “bad stuff.”
When ask about the construction
of the building, Dave Williams,
chief of the infrastructure branch
for the office of National
Laboratories, said it would be constructed to with stand an F-2 or F3 tornado. What?
Tuesday, a spokesman at the
Department of Homeland Security
told the Free Press that the chance
of an F-3 hitting Manhattan is 1
every 3,000 years.
The new Research facility had
better do some more research.
Manhattan has had one F-3 and
one F-4 and sixteen other torna-

does in the last 60 years.
Most of the records we found
stops in 1999.
Riley County has had 18 tornadoes in 60-years and several more
are listed by other Cities names
because they had deaths and
Manhattan did not.
The Topeka and Chapman F-4
tornadoes also hit Manhattan but
are not listed under Manhattan.
Manhattan is getting to be a very
dangerous place to live.
No, we don’t have a murder
every night and no, we do not have
gang warfare.
We do have a mall that was not
built to earthquake standards. (The
City Commission passed an ordinance in the early 1980’s that said
that the City of Manhattan was not
in an earthquake area) But it is.
We also have Tuttle Creek Dam
that was built on sand and could
go out in an earthquake. That is
why the Corps of Engineers have
been working for the past two
years to stabilize the dam.
NBAF will be built in
Manhattan but to build it for an F2 or F-3 tornado is stupid.

Tornado Incidents In Kansas
January 1, 1950 - April 30, 2010
Community F-0
State of Kansas 1,888
Riley County 11

F-1
893
5

F-2
479
0

F-3
206
1

F-4
61
1

F-5
17
0

Totals
3,814
18

The Fujita Scale
Tornado strength is measured by the “Fujita Scale.” Named after its creator, Tetsuya Theodore Fujita, it
categorizes tornado severity based on damage observed, not recorded wind speeds. Wind speeds referred
to in this scale are estimates that are intended to represent the observed damage.
F-0: 40-72 mph, chimney damage, tree branches broken
F-1: 73-112 mph, mobile homes pushed off foundation or overturned
F-2: 113-157 mph, considerable damage, mobile homes demolished, trees uprooted
F-3: 158-205 mph, roofs and walls torn down, trains overturned, cars thrown
F-4: 207-260 mph, well-constructed walls leveled
F-5: 261-318 mph, homes lifted off foundation and carried considerable distances, autos thrown as far as
100 meters

Tornado Deaths In Kansas
May 5, 1905. Ellsworth/McPherson
counties, Ks, 29 deaths.
1913. Lawrence, Ks, 2 deaths.
A couple was killed in their house.
More info needed. If you can help
please send info to mdennis@fn.nrt
November 10, 1915. Great Bend,
Ks, 11 deaths.
May 25 1917. Sedgwick/Marion
counties, Ks, 23 deaths.
June 1 1917. Coffeyville, Ks, 2
deaths. Two deaths were attributed to
it. Dale McDonald and Mrs. J. A.
Love. The extent of the storm damage
was set at more than a half million dollars. The full length of the city was
included in the violence of the storm
from Ninth and Hall on the west to the
Cleveland school on the east side. In
all more than 150 homes and businesses were damaged or destroyed.
November 1917. Great Bend, Ks,
11 deaths.
October 8, 1919. Hoisington, Ks, 4
deaths.60 homes were destroyed and
25 people were hurt.
April 29, 1942. Oberlin, Ks, 15
deaths. The tornado was 300 yards
wide and traveled for 20 miles on the
ground.
June 08, 1950 . McPherson County,
Ks, 1 death.
May 25, 1951. Clay County, 1
death.
June 23, 1951. Morton County, 1
death.
June 23, 1951. Stevens County, 1
death.
June 27, 1951. Trego County, 5
death.
May 25, 1955. Sumner County, 5
deaths.
May 25, 1955. Udall, 83 deaths.
More than 270 people were injured,
when a large F5 tornado hit at night.
The year the Udall tornado hit marked
one of the first years that the government would allow tornado watches,
this was due to the fact that they were
afraid that in pervious years that if a
watch was issued that it might cause
panic. There were reports that there
was a tornado watch out, but that it
was canceled by the local media an
hour and a half BEFORE the tornado
hit.
April 02, 1956. Elk County, 1 death.
July 12, 1956. Scott County, 1
death.
May 20, 1957. Spring Hill, 7 deaths.

June 10, 1958. El Dorado, 15 deaths.
Along with 50 injuries.
May 19, 1960. Shawnee County, 1
death.
April 12, 1964. Leavenworth
County, 1 death.
June 8, 1966. Leavenworth County,
1 death.
June 8, 1966. Topeka, Ks 17 deaths.
550 people were injures when this F5
tornado smashed into Topeka.

Kansas' top 25 twisters
1. Irving tornadoes, Marshall
County, May 30, 1879.
2. Hesston tornado, March 13, 1990.
3. Topeka tornado, June 8, 1966.
4. Udall tornado, Cowley and
Sumner counties, May 25, 1955.
5. Wichita/Andover tornado, April
26, 1991.
6. Spring Hill/Ottawa tornado, May
20, 1857.
7. Marquette tornado, May 8, 1905.
8. "Registration Day tornado,"
Wabaunsee, Douglas, Jefferson and
Shawnee counties, June 15, 1917.
9. El Dorado tornado, June 10, 1958.
10. Towanda tornado, Mar. 31,
1892.
11. Wichita/Haysville tornado, May
3, 1999.
12. Sedgwick and Harvey County
tornado, May 15, 1917.
13. Independence Day tornado, July
4, 1932, Washington County.
14. Lawrence, Eskridge tornado,
April 12, 1911.
15. North-central Kansas tornado
outbreak, Sept. 15, 1973.
16. Zyba and Great Bend tornado,
Nov. 10, 1915.
17. Clay and Cloud counties tornadoes, April 18, 1896.
18. Whippoorwill showboat waterspout, Lake Pomona, June 16, 1978.
19. Roeland Park tornado, July 16,
1927.
20. "Incredible Hays tornado," May
20, 1918.
21. McPherson County tornado,
June 15, 1992.
22. Emporia tornado, June 8, 1974.
23. Strong City and Cottonwood
Falls tornado, April 15, 1878.
24. Statewide outbreak of 45 tornadoes, May-June 1953.
25. "Stillness Broken" tornado out-

Thursday, July 29, 2010

June 9, 1967. Cloud County 1 death.
June 23, 1967. Finney County, 1
death.
May 13, 1968. Wichita County 3
deaths.
May 26, 1973. Sedgwick County 3
deaths.
September 25, 1973 Ottawa County
1 death.
September 25, 1973 Washington
County 2 death.
June 8 1974. Emporia Ks, 6 deaths.
Along with 200 injuries
May 31, 1978 Jackson County 3
deaths.
June 17 1978. Osage County, 16
deaths.
June 19 1981. Douglas County, Ks 1
death.
March 15, 1982. Cherokee County,
Ks 1 death.
March 15, 1982. Crawford County,
Ks 1 death.
March 15, 1982 Montgomery
County, Ks 1 death.
May 6, 1983. Shawnee County Ks, 1
death.
October 31 1984. Osage County, 1
death.
March 13, 1990. Hesston, (2 deaths
Outside of town). This was a large F5
tornado, that destroyed the town of
Hesston. The only reason there were
not more deaths was because of the
amount of people that took the storm
serious and took shelter.
April 26, 1991. Elk County, Ks 1
death.
April 26, 1991. Cowley County 1
death. Many houses destroyed. This
tornado was on the ground for about 30
miles.
April 26, 1991. Wichita/Andover, 20
deaths. This F5 tornado was on the
ground for about 70 miles, from
Clearwater in south-central Kansas to
Cassoday in northern Butler County. It
was on the ground for about 50 minutes, and caused 302 injuries. For more
information on this tornado Click
Here.
May 7, 1993. Russell County, Ks 1
death.
May 3, 1999. Sedgwick County 6
deaths. F4 tornado hit Haysville then
Wichita. First count was 5 people
killed, until 3 weeks later when an elderly man passed away from his
injuries. Bring the total to 6.
Wikipedia,

Riley County Tornadoes
Date

Event Time Dead Inj

F Scale

MAY 09, 1950
MAY 24, 1950
JLY 01, 1950
MAY 30, 1951
APR 22, 1952
MAR 18, 1954
JUN 19, 1956
MAY 18, 1962
JUN 08, 1966
MAY 02, 1968
JLY 09, 1969
OCT 18, 1979
JUN 21, 1981
JUN 30, 1993
JUN 30, 1993
JUN 30, 1993
JUN 30, 1993

010
017
023
031
002
015
025
007
020
005
015
027
023
070
072
073
074

F1
F1
F1
F1
F1
F1
F1
F1
F3
F0
F0
F0
F0
F0
F1
F1
F0

0001
1730
1200
2250
1730
1200
1715
2110
1800
1950
1530
1630
0300
1638
1805
1830
1850

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
50
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Geary County Tornadoes
MAY 21, 1951
MAR 18, 1954
APR 05, 1954
JUN 14, 1957
OCT 12, 1961
MAY 06, 1986
MAR 13, 1990
JUN 30, 1993

022
006
021
048
043
013
013
071

0100
1135
1845
0105
1810
2030
1925
1715

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

F2
F1
F2
F1
F0
F1
F2
F0

Pottawatomie County Tornadoes
MAY 30, 1951
MAY 30, 1951
MAY 27, 1955
JUN 12, 1958
MAY 29, 1959
JUN 21, 1964
JUN 21, 1965
JUN 27, 1965
MAY 11, 1966
APR 17, 1976
MAY 31, 1978
OCT 18, 1979
OCT 18, 1979
MAY 31, 1980
MAR 13, 1990
MAR 29, 1993
MAY 06, 1993
JUN 13, 1993
JLY 04, 1993
SEP 21, 1993
SEP 21, 1993
APR 08, 1995

032
033
026
017
046
080
052
053
003
008
011
027
028
005
021
004
017
060
082
108
109
002

2250
2250
2040
1608
1900
2320
1500
1605
1345
0830
1530
1650
1652
1445
2003
2240
1628
1714
1800
1145
1240
1830

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

F1
F1
F1
F1
F0
F0
F2
F1
F1
F1
F3
F0
F2
F1
F1
F1
F1
F0
F0
F0
F0
F0

Marshall County Tornadoes
JLY 08, 1950
AUG 02, 1953
APR 02, 1956
MAY 29, 1956
JUN 26, 1956
MAY 02, 1959
MAY 29, 1959
MAY 16, 1960
APR 28, 1963
APR 28, 1963
APR 28, 1963
JUN 22, 1964
MAY 11, 1966
JUN 26, 1969
SEP 25, 1973
APR 17, 1976
MAR 18, 1979
JUN 24, 1981
MAY 18, 1983
JUN 13, 1990
JUN 13, 1990
JLY 04, 1993

025
029
008
019
030
003
049
020
002
003
004
081
004
012
033
008
001
024
008
072
073
85

2245
1500
2330
2030
0200
1200
1930
0200
1610
1645
1645
1430
1415
1345
1852
1845
2050
1745
1415
2304
2335
1910

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

F1
F1
F3
F1
F1
F2
F2
F1
F2
F1
F1
F1
F1
F1
F3
F1
F1
F0
F0
F0
F0
F0

Morris County Tornadoes
MAY 16, 1953
JUN 15, 1958
MAY 04, 1959
APR 22, 1964
APR 22, 1964
APR 22, 1964
JUN 13, 1964
JUN 17, 1969
MAY 21, 1971
JUN 06, 1971
MAR 07, 1974
JUN 09, 1984
MAY 06, 1986
JUN 22, 1987
MAR 13, 1990
APR 26, 1991
JLY 09, 1992
JUN 07, 1995

009
025
019
027
028
029
072
008
012
023
001
044
013
011
013
037
070
054

1530
0300
1930
1800
1800
1800
0300
1600
1340
2015
2230
1345
2003
1440
1835
1510
1835
2305

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

F1
F0
F1
F1
F1
F1
F1
F2
F1
F3
F2
F0
F1
F0
F2
F0
F0
F2

Wabaunsee County Tornadoes
JUN 22, 1953
MAR 18, 1954
APR 02, 1956
JUN 12, 1958
MAY 04, 1959
MAY 19, 1960
APR 13, 1964
JUN 11, 1967
APR 16, 1968
MAR 07, 1974
SEP 10, 1975
APR 03, 1981
MAY 25, 1981
MAY 18, 1982
AUG 17, 1985
MAR 13, 1990
APR 26, 1991
APR 26, 1991
APR 26, 1991
MAY 06, 1993
JUN 30, 1993
MAY 16, 1995

024
009
008
019
021
022
010
014
001
001
013
003
019
025
016
013
037
038
045
018
075
026

1900
1225
2230
1630
2000
1730
1620
1725
1900
2250
1650
1705
1550
1200
1718
1935
1520
1535
1735
1644
1929
1915

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
12
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

F1
F2
F3
F2
F1
F4
F1
F1
F2
F2
F0
F1
F0
F0
F3
F2
F0
F1
F0
F1
F0
F0

News

Obituaries
BJ Orbison
Belva Jo “B.J.” Orbison, age
72, of Manhattan, died July 27,
2010, at her residence.
She was born May 28, 1938, in
Mulberry, Kansas, the daughter of
George and Mable (Burke)
Goodall.
B.J. attended Mulberry and
Pittsburg schools and graduated
from Pittsburg High School in
1955. She graduated from Kansas
State University with her bachelors in Humanities in 1970 and her
masters in German in 1974, graduating Cum Laude.
She was an administrative
assistant for Federal Civil Service
for many years. She later was an
instructor for German at the
University of Maryland from
1975-1976, taught German at
Wamego High School in the late
1970’s, and then was a part-time
language instructor at Kansas
State University in German.

Clifford Johnson
Clifford Edwin Johnson, age
92, of Manhattan, died July 23,
2010, at Via Christi Village in
Manhattan.
He was born November 4, 1917,
in the Rose Hill community, north
of Randolph, Kansas, the son of
Carl E. and Edith O. (Peterson)
Johnson, and had been a lifetime
area resident.
Mr. Johnson was well known in
Manhattan as the manager of the
JC Penney’s shoe department for
37 years from 1942 to 1979, and
became known as the “Old Shoe
Man.” He started in the original
store across from the Wareham
Hotel, and later moving to Fourth
Street. Following his retirement
he worked part-time for Burke’s
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B.J. was a member of St.
Isidore’s Catholic Student Center,
Friends of St. Isidore’s Society, St.
Isidore’s Legacy Society, Kansas
State University President’s Club,
Kansas State University Land
Grant Legacy, Bishop’s Circle,
Kansas State University Alumni
Association,
Riley
County
Humane Society, Humane Society
of the US, and Greenpeace.
She enjoyed helping with RCIA
at St. Isidore’s, horses, cats, dogs,
all the area wildlife and making
photo albums. Environmental and
animal protection issues were very
important to BJ.
On May 27, 1955, in Pittsburg,
Kansas, she was married to Harry
D. Orbison. Mr. Orbison survives
of the home. Additional survivors
include her father, George Goodall
of Pittsburg, KS; one sister, Trudy
Sims and her husband Ed of
Wichita, Kansas; and three
nephews, Tyler Sims, Ian and
Craig Rydzel.
She was preceded in death by

her mother, Mable Goodall on June
26, 1986.
Mass of the Christian Burial will
be held at 2:00 P.M. Friday at St.
Isidore’s Catholic Student Center
with Father Keith Weber officiating. Interment will follow in
Pleasant Valley Cemetery southeast of Manhattan.
A Christian Wake service will
be held at 6:00 P.M. Thursday at
the Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Chapel.
Online condolences may be left
for the family through the funeral
home website at www.ymlfuneralhome.com.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the St. Isidore’s Catholic
Student Center, Terry C. Johnson
Center for Basic Cancer Research
or the Riley County Humane
Society. Contributions may be left
in care of the Yorgensen-MeloanLondeen Funeral Home, 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan, KS
66502.

Shoes for 18 years which allowed
him the time to be active with
church activities and to spend
more time with his family.
He was a member of the First
Lutheran Church in Manhattan
and the Sertoma Club. He served
on the church council and enjoyed
ushering.
Cliff and Pearl loved to travel
and enjoyed many bus trips in the
lower 48 states.
On May 30, 1943, at
Leonardville, Kansas, he was married to the former Pearl LaVerne
Nelson. Mrs. Johnson survives of
Manhattan. Additional survivors
include three daughters: Marlene
Jenkins of Riley, KS, Elaine
Gordon and her husband Gary E.,
and Janice Rundquist and her husband Stanley all of Manhattan;
seven grandchildren and eight

great-grandchildren.
Cliff was preceded in death by
his parents; one son-in-law Gary
Jenkins, and by one grandson Gary
Gordon, Jr.
Funeral services were held at
1:30 P.M. Tuesday at the
Yo rg e n s e n - M e l o a n - L o n d e e n
Funeral Chapel with Reverend Dr.
Keith E. Wiens officiating.
Interment followed in the
Walsburg Cemetery.
Online condolences may be left
for the family through the funeral
home website at www.ymlfuneralhome.com.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the First Lutheran Church
or the Walsburg Lutheran Church.
Contributions may be left in care
of the Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home, 1616 Poyntz
Avenue, Manhattan, Kansas
66502.

Ta y l o r ’s F a m i l y H a i r C a r e
All your Family’s Styling needs
See Faye, Marissa or Marianne
Booth
Rental Available
3tl7 8 5 - 5 3 9 - 7 7 5 1
Monday Thru Saturday
314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

RODS • SHADES • DRAPERIES • BLINDS
FABRIC BY THE YARD
IN HOME CLEANING OF FABRIC WINDOW COVERINGS

Drapery World and Blinds
Tom Deaver
“We measure and install”
and “Brighten insides”
Phone (785) 537-4260
Toll Free - 1-800-515-9478

317 Poyntz
Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Dr. Berwick, We Hardly Know You
By Sen. Pat Roberts (R-Kan.)
What can the American people
expect from their new Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) administrator? We don’t
know, thanks to the president’s
recess appointment of Dr. Donald
Berwick.
In fact, the Chairman of the
Finance Committee, Sen. Max
Baucus (D-Mont.) said, “I’m troubled that, rather than going
through the standard nomination
process, Dr. Berwick was recess
appointed. ... Senate confirmation
of presidential appointees is an
essential process prescribed by the
Constitution that serves as a check
on executive power and protects
Montanans and all Americans by
ensuring that crucial questions are
asked of the nominee — and
answered.”
Without a public confirmation
hearing on Dr. Berwick’s nomination, the Senate and the American
people do not have the opportunity
to learn about the man who will
control one-third of all healthcare
spending in America.
In announcing this recess
appointment, the White House
said it wanted to immediately act
to fill the critical post before
Republicans could block the nomination.
Really? It took the president
more than a year just to put forward a name. It was Democrats
who had yet to schedule a hearing
in the Finance Committee on Dr.
Berwick’s
nomination.
Republicans do not have the ability to stall or block a nomination in
committee. As one of those most
concerned with this nomination, I
welcomed committee debate.
The truth is, this nominee is so
controversial, he may not have
gotten the support of Democrats or
the American people. Once again,
the Obama administration is going
behind closed doors out of fear the

American people will learn of the
real plan — that Dr. Berwick
wants to use government rationing
as a cost-cutting tool to achieve
the billions of dollars in cuts to
Medicare called for in the healthcare reform bill.
Since President Obama and
Senate leadership were afraid to
allow the truth about Dr. Berwick
to come out, we are free to draw
our own conclusions about his
plans.
Some fear Dr. Berwick will use
this position to redistribute the
wealth, cementing Obamacare as a
giant transfer of income. Dr.
Berwick has said, “any healthcare
funding plan that is just, equitable,
civilized and humane must —
must — redistribute wealth from
the richer among us to the poorer
and less fortunate.”
Dr. Berwick, has spoken very
favorably about the British
National Health Service (NHS),
calling it “not just a national treasure, [but] a global treasure” as
well. He has advocated for the
NHS to be an example for the U.S.
healthcare system and have characterized the NHS as “an example
of a health system that is universal, accessible, excellent and free
at the point of care — a health system that is, at its core, like the
world we wish we had: generous,
hopeful, confident, joyous and
just.”
Unfortunately, NHS rations care
to contain costs. It assigns a dollar
value to a treatment’s benefit to a
patient’s life and then makes a
bureaucratic calculation as to
whether or not the treatment is
worth the cost to the government
relative to the value of the benefit.
Typically, the NHS will pay a
maximum of $22,000 to extend a
life by six months. Drugs and
treatments that exceed these costs
are deemed not cost-effective and
denied.

Dr. Berwick has proposed similar rationing ideas for the
American healthcare system saying, “It makes good sense to at
least know the price of an added
benefit, and at some point we
might say that we wish we could
afford it, but we can’t”; and: “the
decision is not whether or not we
will ration care — the decision is
whether we will ration with our
eyes open.”
Americans will never know how
much saving a life is worth to Dr.
Berwick until he is calling the
shots. Who does Dr. Berwick think
should make medical decisions?
The doctor? The patient? The government? Which treatments should
be denied?
Too bad the American people
won’t know what Dr. Berwick has
to say about this until it is too late.
Sen. Roberts serves on the
Finance Committee and the
Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Committee.

We specialize in doing new construction,
kitchen and bath remodels, furnace, air
conditioner and geothermal installs, water
heaters, Northstar water softeners, Pex tubing, galvanized water line change outs, and
repairs on all models of furnaces and air
condtioners.
Call for your free estimate on replacements

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE
MANHATTAN, KS 66502

(785)539-7576
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insurance
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Independent
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32 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINKS
99 CENTS
cents
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8838 Quail Lane, Manhat ta n

Check Our U-Haul Prices

BEST GAS PRICES IN TOWN
WE CARRY ETHENOL
SNICKERS 2 FOR $1.25

Happy
Hours:

Reserve
Your
U-Hall
U-Hall
323-0307 or 539-2827

2 - 5 p.m.

323-0307
or 539-2827
Open Sunday
1-4

___________________________________________
Marlboro: Pack: $4.65 - Carton: $44.99
Winston: Pack $4.29 - Carton: $40.99
Camel: Pack $4.43 - Carton: $42.49
Pall Mall:Pack $3.39 - Carton: $32.99
Liggett $3.72 - Carton $35.99

32 oz. Fountain Drinks

Reserve Your

Open Monday - Saturday 9-5

- Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice -

Special: Marlboro 3 Pack - $13.50
Camel 3 Pack - $12.75
Liggett 3Pack - $10.95

69 cents

Fresh DONUTS
Every Morning!!
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Mercy Sells Fitness Center
The Mercy Regional Health
Center Board of Directors has
approved the sale of Mercy Fitness
Centers to Max Fitness effective
September 30, 2010.
“Mercy Fitness Centers have a
wonderful history in Manhattan
and we believe they have met a
community need since they were
established,” John Broberg, president and Chief Executive Officer,
Mercy Regional Health Center,
said. “But with the growth of fitness centers in Manhattan, we are
experiencing a decrease in our
membership and activity.”
With the number of privately
owned
fitness
centers
in
Manhattan continuing to increase,
Mercy believes the community’s
fitness needs are being met.
Without further duplicating these
fitness services, Mercy can better
meet the community’s health care
needs by focusing on its core mission – inpatient, outpatient and
emergency services.
“We are still committed to wellness in Manhattan and the surrounding communities,” Broberg
said. “We are excited to transition
our fitness services to one of the
newest and finest fitness centers in
Manhattan – Max Fitness.”
During this transition, Mercy

looks forward to transferring all
fitness memberships and referral
programs to Max Fitness.
“We have been fortunate to have
such a wonderful group of
employees who are very passionate about making a difference for
the members of the fitness center.
Our goal is to help our fitness
employees and members move
through this transition time
smoothly and efficiently,” Broberg
said. “We hope all of our members
continue their commitment to
wellness.”
Current Mercy fitness members
will be able to transfer their membership to Max Fitness and continue to receive the Mercy rates for at
least a year. All Mercy fitness
members will be receiving a letter
today (Tuesday) or tomorrow
(Wednesday) by mail regarding
these changes.
Max Fitness hopes to interview
and hire a significant number of
the current Mercy Fitness staff.
There are 35 fitness center
employees, which is equivalent to
11 full-time employees, affected
by this change in ownership.
Those employees that are eligible
will receive a severance package.
“Mercy has set the standard for
health and fitness in the Manhattan

area for years,” Jason Williams,
managing owner, Max Fitness,
said. “We look forward to continuing that strong relationship with
enhanced facilities, a broader range
of fitness classes and services, and
24-hour access.”
Max Fitness expects to open
their new 23,000 square foot facility at the former Ray’s Apple
Market building on West Anderson
around October 1.
All other services at the Mercy
East and Mercy West locations will
remain the same (Occupational
Health
and
Rehabilitation
Services). Mercy will evaluate its
current services and the health
needs of the Manhattan community
to decide what would best fit in the
physical locations that the Fitness
Centers currently occupy.
About Mercy Regional Health
Center
Mercy Regional Health Center is
located in Manhattan, Kan. The
regional hospital employs nearly
1,000 team members from the local
and surrounding communities and
supports a medical staff of more
than 140 physicians. For additional
news and updates on services,
please
visit
www.mercyregional.org.
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Study Finds Media May Be
Overhyping Food Benefits
By: Beth Bohn
KSU News Service
News accounts of organic agriculture and organic food are more
likely to be positive than negative
and inaccurately claim organic
food is safer, according to Kansas
State University’s Doug Powell.
Powell, an associate professor
of food safety, is the co-author of
“Coverage of organic agriculture
in North American newspapers:
Media — linking food safety, the
environment, human health and
organic agriculture,” just published in the British Food Journal.
The paper is based on a study
Powell conducted from 1999-2004
with two colleagues at the

University of Guelph in Canada,
Stacey Cahill and Katija Morley.
Cahill was one of Powell’s students at the time.
The team explored how topics of
organic food and agriculture were
discussed in five North American
newspapers. Using the content
analysis technique, the 618 articles
collected were analyzed for topic,
tone and theme regarding food
safety, environmental concerns
and human health.
The prominent topics of the articles were genetic engineering, pesticides and organic farming,
Powell said.
The analysis found 41.4 percent

Three Promoted At KSU
By Beth Bohn
KSU News Service
Kansas State University’s Bruce
Shubert, vice president for administration and finance, is promoting
three staff members and eliminating one unfilled position.
The promotions include Gary
Leitnaker, to associate vice president for human resources and
parking
services;
Cindy
Bontrager, to assistant vice president for budget planning; and Fran
Willbrant, to assistant vice president for financial services.
The
promotions
follow
Shubert’s decision to eliminate the
position of associate vice president for administration and
finance and to assign many of its
responsibilities to Leitnaker,
Bontrager and Willbrant. Shubert
served in the job from 2003-2008;
it has been vacant since his promotion to vice president in January
2009.
“K-State is fortunate to have
dedicated and capable people in
these key roles. As a result, we’re
able to organize efficiently and
continue to provide quality service,” Shubert said.
Leitnaker previously served as
assistant vice president of KState’s Division of Human
Resources. Prior to joining KState in 1994, he was director of
labor relations for the Kansas
Department of Administration. He
has been in the human
resources/personnel field since
1974. Leitnaker earned a bachelor’s and a master’s in business
administration from Emporia State
University.
Bontrager has been director of
the university’s budget office since
2003. The office prepares all of the
university’s external budget
requests, as well as the operating
budgets for all of K-State’s budgetary units. Bontrager previously
served as director of finance for

the Kansas Board of Regents from
1998 to 2003 and as assistant
director of the K-State budget
office from 1989 to 1998. She
earned bachelor’s degrees in business management and political science from K-State, and a master of
business administration from the
University of Kansas.
Willbrant has served as university controller since 2007. She joined
K-State in 1993 as assistant controller and was promoted to associate controller in 1996. Willbrant’s
office provides fiscal services to
the university, and coordinates
with external agencies to ensure all
funds to K-State are properly
received, spent and reported in
accordance with university, Board
of Regents, state and federal
requirements. Willbrant earned a
bachelor’s in accounting from the
University of South Florida.

of the articles had a neutral tone
toward organic agriculture and
food, 36.9 percent had a positive
tone, 15.5 percent were mixed and
6.1 percent were negative, Powell
said.
“We concluded that articles
about organic production in the
selected time period were seldom
negative,” he said. “Organic agriculture was often portrayed in the
media as an alternative to allegedly
unsafe and environmentally damaging modern agriculture practices. That means organic was
being defined by what it isn’t,
rather than what it is.”
The U.S. Department of
Agriculture has repeatedly stated
that the organic standard is a verification of production methods and
not a food safety claim, Powell
said.
“Food safety was the least
important in the media discussion
of organic agriculture,” Powell
said. “The finding that 50 percent
of food safety-themed statements
in news articles were positive with
respect to organic agriculture,
while 81 percent of health-themed
statements and 90 percent of environment-themed statements were
positive toward organic food, indicates an uncritical press.”
Analysis of articles over time,
among media outlets and by topic,
allows for understanding of media
reporting on the subject and provides insight into the way the public is influenced by news coverage
of organic food and agriculture,
Powell said.
The article is available at:
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/jo
urnals.htm?articleid=1871116&sh
ow=abstract.
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Thoughts From The Prairie
Spirit of Our Founders
Todd Tiahrt and Kris Kobach are men in
whom the Spirit of our Founders dwells. They
heed the exhortation of Thomas Jefferson who
wrote, “On every question of construction carry
ourselves back to the time when the Constitution
was adopted, recollect the spirit manifested in
the debates…”
Professor Kobach is a true constitutional
authority, is a courageous warrior on behalf of
our Republic and is clearly the right choice for
Kansas Secretary of State. Enough said!
Representative Tiahrt became my clear choice
for the Kansas Senate race on March 21, 2009,
when the Healthcare Bill was being debated on
the floor of the U.S. House. I watched Todd
Tiahrt tenaciously engage the liberal leadership
using maneuver after maneuver to point out
flawed processes in the debate as well as flawed
provisions in the bill. If we are to recapture the
greatness of our Constitutional Republic and
remain a “City on a Hill” we need a fighters on
Capitol Hill. Confirming evidence that Tiahrt
meet the requirement is plentiful.
Regarding immigration, Tiahrt declared, “The
Obama administration should be sending troops
to help secure the border- not lawyers.” Tom
Tancredo, in his endorsement of Tiahrt, wrote,
“In February of this year I endorsed
Congressman Jerry Moran for the United States
Senate…After independent research, I have
learned
disturbing
information
about
Congressman Moran’s support of amnesty and
benefits for illegal immigrants … Because I care
about the burden illegal immigration places on
this country, I am withdrawing my endorsement
of Congressman Moran and proudly endorsing
Congressman Todd Tiahrt.”
Kansans for Life wrote in their endorsement,
“KFL PAC is proud to endorse Todd Tiahrt for
the U.S. Senate. He fights for LIFE every time.
He openly proclaims his pro-life position and
daily fights for the lives of defenseless unborn
children.” The Kansas State Rifle Association
(KSRA) has endorsed Tiahrt. Patricia Stoneking,
President of KSRA, said, “As a member of both
the Kansas Legislature and the United States
Congress, you have demonstrated a loyal and
unwavering commitment to defend the Second
Amendment rights of all law abiding citizens…while serving in the Kansas State Senate
you introduced the first concealed carry legislation and began a crusade that lasted fourteen
years until your dream came to fruition as you
inspired those who came after you to continue
your legacy.”
Michael Barone of US News and World
Report claimed that Moran voted against
Military Tribunals in Sep 2006 and wrote, “Jerry
Moran (KS 1): moderate voting record on many
issues, despite 72 percent Bush04 district.” The
Wall Street Journal, May 17, 2010, wrote, “In the
Kansas race…Rep. Todd Tiahrt, a staunch conservative who is riding tea-party support, is waging a vigorous primary campaign against the
more moderate Rep. Jerry Moran.” In the same
vane, Karl Rove has endorsed Tiahrt because he
has worked with both Tiahrt and Moran and
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Dick Miller
called Tiahrt a “principled conservative.”
Then on July 25, 2010, Paul Moore, Moran’s
previous campaign manager, wrote an open letter
to Kansas Republicans. Here is a brief extract of
that letter: “In January of this year, I left my position as an Assistant U.S. Attorney to become
Jerry Moran’s Campaign Manager…After more
than two months of intense interactions with
Jerry Moran, I came to believe that he was not
instinctively conservative and that his willingness to actually lead against the tide of government intrusiveness into our lives and businesses
was practically nonexistent… While he is a hard
worker, I still cannot tell you with any certainty
what he truly believes.” The story is at
www.KMBC.com.
Todd learned about life from the seat of a tractor. That was before the Tiahrts lost their farm
because of the death tax that he now aggressively
opposes. And it was his amendment that prohibited EPA from regulating livestock emission as a
greenhouse gas. Todd’s leadership style is bold
and tenacious. He has a business degree and
experience in the private sector. He thoroughly
understands the manufacturing and aircraft
industries, which are a huge part of the Kansas
economy.
Forget the rhetoric. In the final analysis a personal reference carries more weight than campaign ping-pong. One of our neighbors is a
retired military colonel who worked with
Representative Tiahrt extensively and declares
his character to be impeccable. From the
colonel’s description I see Todd Tiahrt as a rare
combination of patriot, fighter and gentleman. In
his endorsement letter to Tiahrt, Paul Moore
described
Todd
as
“all-weather
Constitutionalist.” We are in a war for America’s
heart and Todd Tiahrt is a patriot I want to be
with in the trenches. Come join us.

“Conscience of Kansas”
Mega Mosques and the Territorial Mark
Right now at ground zero in New York a
battle over the construction of buildings following 9/11 is raging. It is hard to believe that
almost nine years following the Islamic
attacks that took thousands of American lives,
post-9/11 construction has moved at the speed
of a dying snail. Even more perplexing than
the failure of New York officials to take on
aggressive construction projects to breathe life
back into areas destroyed by 9/11 is the proposed mega mosque building project only
blocks away from ground zero.
It’s times like these that a person has to
shake his head and wonder, “Are you just trying to provoke me?” From Voice of America
News, Carolyn Weaver reports on the plans of
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, president of
what has been called the Cordoba Initiative to
create a mega mosque and community center
near ground zero. In Weaver’s report, Imam
Feisal Abdul Rauf attempts to frame the mega
mosque as though it will be a cultural meeting
point for as many non-Muslims as followers
of Islam. With the long history of Islamic
intolerance of what they consider non-believers, Rauf’s sales pitch demands a high level of
scrutiny. To get further compliance, Rauf
claims that those who oppose a mega mosque
being built on the ashes of 9/11are
Islamophobes. This is an insult to America’s
dead and deserves a healthy rebuke, which I
am ready to give.
Without question Imam Rauf is attempting
to crack the political correctness whip on the
backs of Americans in the hopes that fear of
the bigot brand will allow Islamic expansion
into what Pamela Geller of Atlas Shrugs has
properly termed a “war memorial.” The idea
forwarded by proponents that unity and tolerance can be achieved by building a mega
mosque where Americans were butchered by
Islamic radicals has the same tasteful appeal
as building a Nazi gift shop at Auschwitz. So
why create a religious supercenter in the most
inflammatory place it could be built in
America?
The answer is to make a religious statement
of supremacy by expanding mosque construction in areas of cultural and historical significance. This is not just an issue within the
United States. James Delingpole of Human
Events talks at length about the Islamic push
for mega mosque construction near the site of
the 2012 Olympics in England. On Pajamas
Media Television in an interview with
Baroness Caroline Cox, councilor Alan Craig,
who spearheaded the opposition to the London
super mosque project, aptly alluded to the fact
that the mega mosques go far beyond benign
meeting places of worship to what can be
interpreted as overt symbols of Islamic expansion.
Once again showing her moxie in the face
of the politically correct whips, Sarah Palin
called for New Yorkers to oppose the mega
mosque at ground zero. After Sarah Palin,
GOP gubernatorial candidate Rick Lazio
stepped up in opposition to the mosque and
called for Attorney General Andrew Cuomo to
investigate Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf. If preliminary research on Rauf is any indication,

Paul A. Ibbetson
the attorney general would be wise to take a
long, hard look at the Imam who is rolling out
the construction plans for the super mosque in
New York.
As Aaron Klein of WorldNetDaily reports,
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf appears to be nothing
short of a proselytizing Islamic radical.
According to Klein, Rauf has publicly blamed
America for 9/11, refused to recognize Hamas
as a terrorist group and even was quoted as
refusing to admit that Muslims carried out the
terrorist attacks of 9/11. Even Rauf’s 2004
book titled “What’s Right with Islam is What’s
Right with America” had a radically dark
Arabic title when published overseas, “The
Call From the WTC Rubble: Islamic Da’wah
From The Heart of America Post-9/11.”Imam
Feisel Abdul Rauf’s books, in combination
with the super mosque project, congeal into
nothing short of a two-headed snake that will
strike all in its domain or a rabid dog raising its
haunch to mark new territory.
Either way it’s dangerous, deadly business
that carries the unique, foul odor of antiAmericanism. The American people have no
inclination, requirement or duty to be tolerant
of such an aggressive affront to the dignity of
our dead by those who would perpetuate the
same mentality that has brought such pain to
our people. The territorial mark of a mega
mosque at ground zero in New York should be
met with complete and utter rejection.
Paul A. Ibbetson is a former Chief of Police
of Cherryvale, Kansas, and member of the
Montgomery County Drug Task Force. Paul
received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
in Criminal Justice at Wichita State University,
and is currently completing his Ph.D. in
Sociology at Kansas State University. Paul is
the author of the books “Living Under The
Patriot Act: Educating A Society” and
“Feeding Lions: Sharing The Conservative
Philosophy In A Politically Hostile World.”
Paul is also the radio host of the Kansas
Broadcasting Association’s 2008, 2009 and
2010 Entertainment Program of the Year,
Conscience of Kansas airing on KSDB
Manhattan 91.9 FM, www.ibbetsonusa.com.
For interviews or questions, please contact
him at? ibbetson91.9@gmail.com
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Fight The Redistribution Of Your Wealth By

Knowing Your
Constitutional Rights

But in the sciences of morals and
politics, men are found far less
tractable. To a certain degree, it is
right and useful that this should be
the case. Caution and investigation
are a necessary armor against error
and
imposition.
But
this
untractableness may be carried too
far, and may degenerate into obstinacy, perverseness, or disingenuity.
Though it cannot be pretended that
the principles of moral and political knowledge have, in general, the
same degree of certainty with those
of the mathematics, yet they have
much better claims in this respect
than, to judge from the conduct of
men in particular situations, we
should be disposed to allow them.
The obscurity is much oftener in
the passions and prejudices of the
reasoner than in the subject. Men,
upon too many occasions, do not
give their own understandings fair
play; but, yielding to some untoward bias, they entangle themselves in words and confound
themselves in subtleties.
How else could it happen (if we
admit the objectors to be sincere in
their opposition), that positions so
clear as those which manifest the
necessity of a general power of
taxation in the government of the
Union, should have to encounter
any adversaries among men of discernment? Though these positions
have been elsewhere fully stated,
they will perhaps not be improperly recapitulated in this place, as
introductory to an examination of
what may have been offered by
way of objection to them. They are
in substance as follows:
A government ought to contain
in itself every power requisite to
Alexander Hamilton
the full accomplishment of the
objects committed to its care, and
to the complete execution of the
trusts for which it is responsible,
free from every other control but a
regard to the public good and to the
|| Federalist No. 31 ||
power destined to effect a purpose sense of the people.
which is itself incapable of limitaThe Same Subject Continued: tion. And there are other truths in
As the duties of superintending
Concerning the General Power the two latter sciences which, if the national defense and of securof Taxation
they cannot pretend to rank in the ing the public peace against forFrom the New York Packet.
class of axioms, are yet such direct eign or domestic violence involve
Tuesday, January 1, 1788.
inferences from them, and so obvi- a provision for casualties and danous in themselves, and so agree- gers to which no possible limits
Author: Alexander Hamilton able to the natural and unsophisti- can be assigned, the power of makcated dictates of common-sense, ing that provision ought to know
To the People of the State of that they challenge the assent of a no other bounds than the exigenNew York:
sound and unbiased mind, with a cies of the nation and the resources
degree of force and conviction of the community.
IN DISQUISITIONS of every almost equally irresistible.
kind, there are certain primary
As revenue is the essential
truths, or first principles, upon
The objects of geometrical engine by which the means of
which all subsequent reasonings inquiry are so entirely abstracted answering the national exigencies
must depend. These contain an from those pursuits which stir up must be procured, the power of
internal
evidence
which, and put in motion the unruly pas- procuring that article in its full
antecedent to all reflection or com- sions of the human heart, that extent must necessarily be comprebination, commands the assent of mankind, without difficulty, adopt hended in that of providing for
the mind. Where it produces not not only the more simple theorems those exigencies.
this effect, it must proceed either of the science, but even those
from some defect or disorder in the abstruse paradoxes which, howevAs theory and practice conspire
organs of perception, or from the er they may appear susceptible of to prove that the power of procurinfluence of some strong interest, demonstration, are at variance with ing revenue is unavailing when
or passion, or prejudice. Of this the natural conceptions which the exercised over the States in their
nature are the maxims in geometry, mind, without the aid of philoso- collective capacities, the federal
that "the whole is greater than its phy, would be led to entertain upon government must of necessity be
part; things equal to the same are the subject. The INFINITE DIVIS- invested with an unqualified power
equal to one another; two straight IBILITY of matter, or, in other of taxation in the ordinary modes.
lines cannot enclose a space; and words, the INFINITE divisibility
all right angles are equal to each of a FINITE thing, extending even
Did not experience evince the
other." Of the same nature are these to the minutest atom, is a point contrary, it would be natural to
other maxims in ethics and politics, agreed among geometricians, conclude that the propriety of a
that there cannot be an effect with- though not less incomprehensible general power of taxation in the
out a cause; that the means ought to to common-sense than any of those national government might safely
be proportioned to the end; that mysteries in religion, against be permitted to rest on the evievery power ought to be commen- which the batteries of infidelity dence of these propositions, unassurate with its object; that there have been so industriously leveled. sisted by any additional arguments
ought to be no limitation of a
or illustrations. But we find, in

The Federalist Papers

Manhattan
Shoe Repair

limits or modifications of the powers of the Union, it is easy to imagine an endless train of possible
dangers; and by indulging an
excess of jealousy and timidity, we
may bring ourselves to a state of
absolute scepticism and irresolution. I repeat here what I have
observed in substance in another
place, that all observations founded
upon the danger of usurpation
ought to be referred to the composition and structure of the government, not to the nature or extent of
its powers. The State governments,
by their original constitutions, are
invested with complete sovereignty. In what does our security consist against usurpation from that
quarter? Doubtless in the manner
of their formation, and in a due
dependence of those who are to
administer them upon the people.
If the proposed construction of the
federal government be found, upon
an impartial examination of it, to
be such as to afford, to a proper
extent, the same species of security, all apprehensions on the score
of usurpation ought to be discarded.

fact, that the antagonists of the proposed Constitution, so far from
acquiescing in their justness or
truth, seem to make their principal
and most zealous effort against this
part of the plan. It may therefore be
satisfactory to analyze the arguments with which they combat it.
Those of them which have been
most labored with that view, seem
in substance to amount to this: "It
is not true, because the exigencies
of the Union may not be susceptible of limitation, that its power of
laying taxes ought to be unconfined. Revenue is as requisite to the
purposes of the local administrations as to those of the Union; and
the former are at least of equal
importance with the latter to the
happiness of the people. It is,
therefore, as necessary that the
State governments should be able
to command the means of supplying their wants, as that the national
government should possess the like
faculty in respect to the wants of
the Union. But an indefinite power
of taxation in the LATTER might,
and probably would in time,
deprive the FORMER of the means
of providing for their own necessities; and would subject them
entirely to the mercy of the national legislature. As the laws of the
Union are to become the supreme
law of the land, as it is to have
power to pass all laws that may be
NECESSARY for carrying into
execution the authorities with
which it is proposed to vest it, the
national government might at any
time abolish the taxes imposed for
State objects upon the pretense of
an interference with its own. It
might allege a necessity of doing
this in order to give efficacy to the
national revenues. And thus all the
resources of taxation might by
degrees become the subjects of
federal monopoly, to the entire
exclusion and destruction of the
State governments."

It should not be forgotten that a
disposition in the State governments to encroach upon the rights
of the Union is quite as probable as
a disposition in the Union to
encroach upon the rights of the
State governments. What side
would be likely to prevail in such a
conflict, must depend on the means
which the contending parties could
employ toward insuring success.
As in republics strength is always
on the side of the people, and as
there are weighty reasons to induce
a belief that the State governments
will commonly possess most influence over them, the natural conclusion is that such contests will be
most apt to end to the disadvantage
of the Union; and that there is
greater probability of encroachments by the members upon the
federal head, than by the federal
head upon the members. But it is
evident that all conjectures of this
kind must be extremely vague and
fallible: and that it is by far the
safest course to lay them altogether
aside, and to confine our attention
wholly to the nature and extent of
the powers as they are delineated
in the Constitution. Every thing
beyond this must be left to the prudence and firmness of the people;
who, as they will hold the scales in
their own hands, it is to be hoped,
will always take care to preserve
the constitutional equilibrium
between the general and the State
governments. Upon this ground,
which is evidently the true one, it
will not be difficult to obviate the
objections which have been made
to an indefinite power of taxation
in the United States.

This mode of reasoning appears
sometimes to turn upon the supposition of usurpation in the national
government; at other times it
seems to be designed only as a
deduction from the constitutional
operation of its intended powers. It
is only in the latter light that it can
be admitted to have any pretensions to fairness. The moment we
launch into conjectures about the
usurpations of the federal government, we get into an unfathomable
abyss, and fairly put ourselves out
of the reach of all reasoning.
Imagination may range at pleasure
till it gets bewildered amidst the
labyrinths of an enchanted castle,
and knows not on which side to
turn to extricate itself from the perplexities into which it has so rashly
adventured. Whatever may be the
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News

U.S. Long-Term Debt Situation
Is One Of The World’s Worst
By Nicola Moore
The Heritage Foundation.
This year, the U.S. public debt is
projected to reach 62 percent of
the economy—up from 40 percent
in 2008 and nearly double the historical average, according to
recent Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) estimates. The
financial crisis and recession
drove much of this debt swing, yet
larger problems loom in the future.
By 2030, the CBO projects that
debt will more than double to 146
percent of GDP. The only good
news, if it can be called that, is that
the U.S. is not alone. Two recent
studies by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
Bank for International Settlements
(BIS) highlight the significance of
the global debt challenge and
stress the need for governments to
aim higher than short-term deficit
reductions. For the U.S., one of the
most poorly positioned countries,
addressing the long-term debt
challenge must include prompt
reform of Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid.
On the Edge of the Debt Cliff
Since 2007, nations across the
globe have been following a recipe
for rising debt. Government
financing surged to ameliorate the
global financial crisis, amounting
to 13.2 percent of industrialized
countries’ GDP. Meanwhile, a
worldwide recession caused revenues to drop, growth to slow, and
politicians to pursue false hopes
that lavish stimulus spending
would somehow stop the bleeding.
These anti-recessionary efforts
drove advanced economies’
deficits collectively up to 20–30
percent of GDP in three years.
The numbers are alarming
enough, but as the BIS points out,
the most damning aspect is that
these deficits are now baked into
the cake—otherwise known as
structural deficits—and will persist even when economies recover.
A short-term focus on deficit
reduction, such as G20 nations’
pledges to halve deficits by 2013,
will do little to pull nations back
from the brink. The U.S. domestic
situation is so severe that a fiscal
adjustment of 12 percent of GDP
would be required to stabilize debt
at 60 percent of GDP, which is
even higher than Greece’s 9.2 percent adjustment.
The main driver of medium- and
long-term liabilities is that governments are on the hook for trillions
in unfunded age-related spending
for pension and health care obligations. Over the next 20 years, the
U.S. will experience the second
highest projected increase of all
the G20 countries in health care
and pension spending as a share of
GDP.
To assess the impact of agerelated spending, the BIS ran three
spending scenarios to project debt
through 2040 in 12 countries. In
all scenarios debt was found to
reach unsustainable levels.
The first scenario followed the
status quo in which countries’ public debt ranged from 250 percent
to 600 percent of GDP. The second
scenario introduced gradual
adjustments that would halve
deficits in the short term, yet debt
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still reached levels ranging from
100 percent to 400 percent. The
third scenario added an age-related spending freeze (at 2011 levels)
to scenario two, and only four
countries (Italy, Germany, Austria,
and the Netherlands) lowered debt
levels below 100 percent of GDP.
The U.S. was one of the worst
performers, reaching debt levels in
each scenario of 450, 300, and 200
percent of GDP, respectively. That
debt is primarily driven by the
unfunded obligations held by
Social Security, Medicare, and
Medicaid.
Off the Edge of the Debt Cliff
One of the largest challenges
BIS predicts nations will face is
that economic output is unlikely to
fully recover after global recession
ends. Deficits will likely persist,
causing the debt-to-GDP ratio to
rise steadily. This would result in
serious economic pains.
First, upward pressure will be
put on interest rates. As sovereign
debt rises, more resources will be
required to purchase it, and the
risks associated with potential loss
will rise. As a result, debt buyers
will require better interest premiums. In an earlier study, the IMF
has estimated that a 10 percentage
point increase in the debt ratio
would cause interest rates to rise
by approximately 50 basis points.
For the U.S., interest rates could
climb by 2 full percentage points,
which would cause the cost of debt
to explode over the long term.
Second, as more economic
resources are required to service a
country’s debt, fewer resources are
available for the private sector to
invest in productive capital. For
countries like the U.S. that borrow
excessively from abroad, this
problem will be exacerbated
because debt service payments
will be paid outside the U.S. economy. The IMF estimates that a
debt increase of 10 percentage
points depresses investment as a
percentage of GDP by roughly 0.4
points.
Third, the drop off in investment
slows economic growth. An
increase in the debt-to-GDP ratio
of 10 percentage points would
slow growth by 0.15 to 0.2 percentage points per year, according
to the IMF. While that number
may seem slight, compounded
over several years, the impact
becomes severe.
Finally, significant inflationary
pressure will result from high levels of debt. On one hand, if debt
buyers lose their appetite for buying debt, then monetary authorities
would have to print money to continue to fund the debt. On the other
hand, inflation could be used to
erode the value of existing debt by
lowering the real value of currency
and, thus, the real value of the
stock of debt. Indeed, inflation
was partly responsible for
enabling the U.S. to bring down its
debt so rapidly after World War I.
Either way, the result is bad for
consumers and savers, who see
their purchasing power and savings drop.
With such significant consequences at stake, it is no wonder
that the IMF monitors government

debt levels very carefully. By
2015, advanced economies are
projected to carry an average debt
of 110 percent of GDP, with the
U.S. trailing at 83 percent. While
that is not as bad as Greece, for
instance, debt that approaches 100
percent of GDP can trigger an IMF
audit. This would be a fiscal
embarrassment that would erode
U.S. global economic leadership.
Preventing the Fall
The BIS stresses that “consolidations along the lines currently
being discussed [by global leaders] will not be sufficient to ensure
that debt levels remain within reasonable bounds over the next several decades.”
Most strikingly, it also notes that
tax increases would most likely
not close the gap, either: “Given
the level of taxes in some countries, one has to wonder if further
increases will actually raise revenue.”
For the U.S., legislative and policy reforms to Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid should
include the following:
* Report long-term obligations.
Congress fails to report the
unfunded obligations of entitlements in its annual budget. This
number should be prominently
disclosed in the budget, and
Congress should be required to
have a stand-alone vote on any
policy that would substantially
add to that number.
* Create long-term budgets for
entitlements. Entitlements grow
on autopilot, without annual
review, and have first call on federal dollars. Instead, entitlements
should be placed on limited, 30year budgets that would be
reviewed and debated by Congress
every five years. This would put
entitlement spending on a level
playing field with other priorities
and force Congress to spend within its means.
* Make retirement programs fair
but affordable. Entitlement spending promises debt-financed benefits for all retirees, regardless of
income. Meanwhile, a welcome
increase in life expectancy has
resulted in unwelcome years of
unaffordable benefits. To resolve
these issues, entitlements should
be better targeted to those most in
need, and the eligibility age for
these programs should be
increased with longevity.
Avoiding Disaster
The warning shots fired by the
IMF and BIS should be a wake-up
call to global leaders to get public
debt under control. The economic
consequences of projected debt, if
realized, would be devastating,
and the prospect of triggering an
IMF audit is embarrassing at best
and politically untenable at worst.
In the U.S., the best way to prevent this disaster is to start with
serious and prompt reform to agerelated spending in Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid
entitlements.
Nicola Moore is Assistant
Director of the Thomas A. Roe
Institute for Economic Policy
Studies
at
The
Heritage
Foundation.
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Standing on Principle When It Matters
David Boaz is the executive vice
president of the Cato Institute.
When I went to my first offcampus libertarian event back in
my college days, I was mildly surprised that the first person I
encountered was an ex-Marine of
about 40, which seemed old to me
at the time. How could someone so
old believe in such radical ideas?
Then another person arrived, a
young woman in her late 20s. But
her first question was, "Have you
seen my parents?" I soon learned
that her parents — who seemed
really old at the time, but, alas,
were in fact slightly younger than I
am now — were the leading libertarians in Tennessee.
Philip and Myrle Carden were
quite a couple. They raised six
children, teaching them at home
with the Calvert curriculum. He
served in World War II and then
became a newspaperman. Like my
father, he got around to attending
law school in his mid-30s. He
became a great defender of the rule
of law. When he was the
Republican nominee for a
statewide judgeship, his campaign
brochure began:
To Regain Respect for Law
— Restore Respectability of
Law
"'No society can exist unless the
laws are respected to a certain

degree. The safest way to make
laws respected is to make them
respectable."
—Frederic Bastiat, "The Law"
The most respectable laws the
world has ever known were those
developed within the common law
traditions preserved in the
Constitutions of Tennessee and the
United States.
This is the tradition that was
developed in Britain and spread
around the world to bring more
ordered liberty to more people
over wider areas than any other
legal system known to man.
Later he found a more comfortable home in the new Libertarian
Party. The Cardens were especially known for their exuberant
Fourth of July celebrations in their
big family home.
I remember Phil Carden telling
me a story that has stuck with me
all these years. As I recall, he was
engaged to defend the right of a
theater owner to show the pornographic movie Deep Throat in
Nashville. He and the prosecutor
made their opening statements.
The room was then darkened, so
the jurors could watch the movie.
Mr. Carden, as I always called
him, conspicuously left the room
because he didn't approve of such
trash. Then, when the lights came
back on, he turned to the jury and

said, "So far as I know, you are the
only 12 people in Nashville who
have been forced to watch this
movie." The jurors rejected the
attempt to ban the movie.
I recently discovered that he
wasn't just a naïve country lawyer
confronting the issue of pornography for the first time; as a student,
he had published "The Supreme
Court and Obscenity" in the
Vanderbilt Law Review. No doubt
he cited the law in his courtroom
argument, but I prefer to think that
his commonsense libertarian point
was what convinced the jury.
I've drawn several lessons from
this story. The importance of free
speech, for instance, even offensive speech. Modern "liberals"
have often defended the First
Amendment rights of communists,
atheists, pornographers, and other
purveyors of ideas that might
offend the majority. Unfortunately,
in recent years liberals have not
been so protective of speech that
offends them — racist, sexist, and
homophobic speech or speech by
corporations, for instance.
Second, there's the principle of
"mind your own business." If you
don't want to watch the movie,
don't. But let other people make
their own decisions. If you don't
want to patronize a smoky bar, eat
fatty foods, or marry someone of

Early Returns on
ObamaCare Are Disappointing
By Michael D. Tanner
The Cato Institute
Obamacare was conceived
around three goals: (1) provide
health insurance coverage for all
Americans; (2) reduce insurance
costs for individuals, businesses,
and government; and (3) in crease
the quality of health care and the
value received for each dollar of
health care spending.
Just over 100 days after the law
was signed, the evidence shows it
is failing on each and every one of
those goals.
Supporters also promised that
the legislation would not increase
the federal budget deficit or unduly burden the economy. And, of
course, we were repeatedly promised that “if you like your health
care plan, you’ll be able to keep
your health care plan, period.” On
these grounds too, the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act is failing.
The legislation comes closest to
success on the issue of expanding
insurance coverage.
It is becoming increasingly clear
that millions of Americans will not
be able to keep their current coverage.
Millions more Americans will
indeed receive coverage under the
law — mostly through an expansion of subsidies and other government programs, with nearly half of
the newly insured coming through
the troubled Medicaid program.
Thus, how much the law expands
access to private insurance is still
an open question. And still, at least
21 million Americans will be uninsured by 2019. The new law is
therefore an improvement over the
status quo — but a surprisingly
modest one.
The law also makes some modest insurance reforms that will prohibit some of the industry’s more
unpopular practices. However,
those changes will come at the
price of increased insurance costs,

especially for younger and healthier individuals, and reduced consumer choice.
Meanwhile, the legislation is a
disaster when it comes to controlling costs.
The administration’s own chief
health care actuary reports that the
law will actually increase U.S.
health care spending. Accurately
measured, the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act will cost
more than $2.7 trillion over its first
10 years of full operation. This
does not even include more than
$4.3 trillion in costs shifted to
businesses, individuals, and state
governments.
It is not just government that
will face higher costs under this
law. In fact, most American workers and businesses will see little or
no change in their skyrocketing
insurance costs, while millions of
others — including younger and
healthier workers and those who
buy insurance on their own
through the nongroup market —
will see their premiums go up even
faster under the legislation.
Before health care reform
passed, the Congressional Budget
Office warned that health insurance premiums could double in the
next six years. As a result of this
bill, CBO’s latest analysis warns
that health insurance premiums
will ... double in the next six years.
Individuals who purchase insurance on their own could see their
premiums rise 13 percent faster
than if the legislation had never
passed. According to the RAND
Corp., younger and healthier
Americans could see an increase in
their premiums of 17 percent.
Other studies put that increase
even higher.
It is also becoming increasingly
clear that millions of Americans
will not be able to keep their current coverage.
Seniors
with
Medicare
Advantage and workers with

health savings accounts are the
most likely to be forced out of
their current plans. A leaked
administration
memorandum
warns that more than two-thirds of
companies could be forced to
change their current coverage. For
small businesses, the total could
reach 80 percent.
Michael D. Tanner is a senior
fellow at the Cato Institute and the
author of Bad Medicine: A Guide
to
the
Real
Costs
and
Consequences of the New Health
Care Law.
More by Michael D. Tanner
The law’s individual mandate
continues to pose an especial
threat to people being able to keep
their current coverage. Even if
consumers are perfectly happy
with their current coverage, strict
government requirements under
Obamacare will eventually shut
down many of the plans now
available.
All of this represents an enormous price to pay in exchange for
the law’s small increases in insurance coverage.
Opponents of this bill warned
that it represents a fundamental
shift in the debate over how to
reform health care. It rejects consumer-oriented reforms in favor of
a top-down, command-andcontrol,
government-imposed
solution. It sets the stage for
potentially increased government
involvement, and raises the
specter, ultimately, of a government-run single-payer system
down the road.
But increasingly, the evidence
suggests that it is a failure even by
the standards of its supporters.
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the same sex, then don't. Just don't
interfere with people who do.
And of course, every story like
this reminds us of the importance
of the rule of law. Because of the
common law and the Constitution
that Philip Carden valued, kings
and governors and prosecutors
can't just shut down a movie they
don't like. They have to go through
due process of law. Too often, the
law still allows coercion against
innocent people. And our recent
presidents have pushed the limits
of the law in expanding their powers of arrest, surveillance, bailouts,
seizures, and shakedowns. But
we're far better off in a society
governed by law, even imperfectly, than in a world ruled by arbitrary power.
And finally, the most important
lesson was the importance of
knowing what you believe and
sticking to it. Phil Carden was a
family man, a lawyer in private
practice, in a Bible Belt city, and
he was personally offended by a
pornographic movie. But he
believed in free speech, and he
stood up in open court and defended the right of a business owner to

show that movie to willing customers.
We all face tests of our willingness to stand on principle at some
cost. For some — Cicero, John
Lilburne, Sophie Scholl, Vladimir
Bukovsky, Aung San Suu Kyi —
the risks are very high. For most of
us they're not that high, but they
may still be very real. When faced
with a challenge, I sometimes
wonder, What would Phil Carden
do?
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How Far Might A Floating
Pink Memorial Balloon travel?
By Sharon Tally
On Friday, July 23, during the
Pack It With Pink night at the Kaw
Valley Rodeo in Manhattan, Kan.,
fans had an opportunity to launch a
pink balloon either as a memorial
to a loved one lost to cancer or as a
tribute to a survivor.
Sunday
afternoon,
Nancy
Martin, a farm woman from outside Alexis in west central Illinois,
found one of those balloons at the
side of their corn field. The balloon
had “Wilma” written on it.

Armed with clues from the printing on the balloon, Martin went
online and tracked down the
Johnson Center for Basic Cancer
Research at Kansas State
University, a partner in the Tough
Enough to Wear Pink committee
that administered the launch.
Funds raised by the project go to
the Cancer Center to support
research being done at K-State.
This year’s funds are still being tallied but past years’ efforts from
balloons and rodeo activities have

brought in around $5,000.
By coincidence, Friday night
while the balloons were launched,
the Martins were attending a Relay
for Life annual cancer event held
in Galesburg, Ill. Balloons have
been released there for a fundraiser
in the past but did not this year.
Martin plans to share the found
balloon with her junior high students when school starts, possibly
as a science experiment!

I ask for your vote. I pledge to listen, work hard
for you and make decisions that are in the best
interest of the Riley County/Manhattan area
and Kansas through cooperative, bipartisan
problem solving.

Effective, Experienced, Common Sense Leadership
Why vote for Dee McKee?

Common Sense and Solid Qualifications to
Manage the Issues Facing County Government
EXPERIENCE THAT LEADS
–Ford County Commissioner (Dodge City area);
Chair during 1988 Kansas reappraisal
–Advocate for responsible governance and growth of
private industry
–Focus on easing tax burdens
–Supporter of efficiency and collaborative capacity in
public services
–Budget experience in county government and
public education
–Led intergovernmental collaboration for juvenile
justice, waste management, public safety, highway
development, economic development, and school
services restructure
–Advocate of qualification based selection (QBS) for
bids on public projects
–Demonstrated effectiveness and innovation in
managing resources
–Respected voice in Topeka
–Graduate of Leadership Kansas, 1988
–Kansas Geological Survey Advisory Committee (six
years of service)
–Special Services Director for USD 383 (2000-2004)

Up, Up and away with the memorial balloons.

UPC Brings McMinimy
Exhibit To Manhattan
A K-State alumnus will present
“CRUSH,” a commentary on the lust
for consumerism portrayed in still life
photography of compressed cubes
August 5-26 in the K-State Student
Union William T. Kemper Art Gallery.
McMinimy’s exhibit, sponsored by
Union Program Council, is a photographic series of abstracts and a
detailed depiction of cast-off items.
The series captures the moment where
the individual becomes cumulative and
the cycle these cast off items undergo.
Some photographs emphasize the polish and saturated color of consumer
goods in sharp contrast to the utilitarian monochromatic scrap.
McMinimy currently resides in
Appleton, Wisc., were he is constantly
working on new photographic projects
that encompass our individual and collective condition. He has a degree in

journalism and mass communication
and a minor in art from Kansas State
University.
“My approach was initially critical,
feeling compelled to document the
negative aspects of overindulgence.
What I found in the process was the
sculptural beauty of the crushed goods.
Within our generation we have created
a comprehensive and systematic recycling program. The process takes little
effort and consideration from individuals, an art unto itself,” McMinimy said.
The gallery hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Monday-Friday. Located on the first
floor of the Union, the Kemper Gallery
is free and open to the public. For more
information and a complete list of all
UPC activities, visit www.kstate.edu/upc or call the UPC office at
785-532-6571.

Voted America’s #1
Nissan Dealer
for Customer Loyalty

K-State Student
Union Receives Gift
Little Apple Toyota-Honda, a
Manhattan leader in automotive
sales and service, has made a gift
to the K-State Student Union’s
Friends of the Union foundation to
purchase an outdoor plaza furniture ensemble.
Little Apple Toyota-Honda’s
gift allows the Union to furnish the
newly developed south plaza area,
located between the K-State
Parking Garage and the Union’s
south entrance. The south plaza
provides another campus outside
gathering venue for students, faculty, staff, and community members.
The Friends of the Union foundation is an opportunity for businesses and individuals to participate in the continuation of the
Union’s proud traditions and by
providing additional funds for various projects that are in need of
new creative sources of support.
Leadership development, improvements to meeting spaces, updating

the Union’s permanent art collection, scholarships, and additional
programming are just a few areas
that benefit from the Friends program.
Little Apple Toyota-Honda,
established in 1996, believes in
giving back to the community.
Owner Tom Holcombe said, “We
are proud to be a partner with the
K-State Student Union and KState. We are pleased to be able to
give back in a way that benefits
everyone.”
Philanthropic contributions to
K-State are coordinated by the
KSU Foundation. The Foundation
manages fundraising efforts with
alumni, friends, corporations and
foundations to secure private support for the university. For more
information about the Friends of
the Union program, contact the
Union director’s office at (785)
532-6591.

–Kansas Special Education Director of the Year, 1998
–Kansas State Volunteer Recognition 2010, Martin
Luther King Jr. Day of Service
–Family farm partner for 34 years
–Kansas Farm Bureau Leader of the Year and 16 years
of service on State Women’s Committee
–Agri Woman of the Year (seven state competition,
High Plains Journal)
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