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Priceless 

Take One

Riley County highway project
to link Kansas’ economic opportu-
nities Governor Parkinson kicks
off project that will create jobs,
spur economic growth

OGDEN – The last major
Kansas highway project funded by
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 official-
ly got under way today at a cere-
mony along K-18.

The $64.9 million project,
which will include an interchange,
four bridges, a four-lane freeway
over a two-mile stretch and more,
is needed to support the significant
population and economic growth
that will occur between Fort Riley
and Manhattan.  Fort Riley contin-

ues to see significant population
growth as thousands of soldiers,
families and workers locate to the
area. Manhattan also is expecting
exponential growth due to Kansas
State University being chosen as
the new home of the National Bio
and Agro-Defense Facility
(NBAF). The project also will pro-
vide a new connection to
Manhattan Regional Airport. 

“This is another great day for
Kansas as we prepare for our
future opportunities with the
expansion of Fort Riley and the
construction of NBAF,” said
Governor Mark Parkinson. “This
key infrastructure project not only
immediately creates jobs, but

Governor Parkinson Kicks Off K-18 Project

the majority of the construction asso-
ciated with the Discovery Center, pub-
lic park and parking lot. Additional
funds will be necessary from the City-
at-Large or from capital fundraising
for the furniture, fixture, equipment
and exhibits of the Discovery Center. 

ALTERNATIVES 
It appears the Commission has the

following alternatives concerning the

application for the final PUD. The
Planning Board will take final action
on the PUD submittal, and no further
action will be required by the
Commission. The final PUD submittal
is tentatively scheduled to be consid-
ered by the Planning Board at its meet-
ing on June 21, 2010. 

FINANCING 
STAR Bond financing will cover

Plans for the Discovery Center
moved into the final stages Tuesday
night when the City Commission
approved the final plans for the
Center.

The Discover Center will have pho-
tos of grass growing and will bring
tons of travelers from I-70 into
Manhattan.

Here is a memo telling of the plans:
CITY COMMISSION AGEN-
DA MEMO May 13, 2010 

FROM: MEETING: Lauren
Palmer, Assistant City Manager June
1, 2010 SUBJECT: PRESENTERS:
Discovery Center Final Development
Plan Submittal Lauren Palmer,
Assistant City Manager Chuck
Bartlett, HWS Consulting Group, Inc.
BACKGROUND 

On December 15, 2009, the City
Commission rezoned the South End
Downtown Entertainment District to
PUD, Commercial Planned Unit
Development District. In order to pro-
ceed with construction of the
Discovery Center, a Final
Development Plan and Re-Plat must
be approved by the Manhattan Urban
Area Planning Board. On February
24, 2010, the City Manager executed
an agreement with HWS Consulting
Group to prepare and submit the final
PUD application.  

DISCUSSION 
A final PUD submittal has been

prepared for Lots 7, 8, and 10 of the
South End Entertainment District.
The submittal includes the Discovery
Center, the public park, and the adja-
cent parking lot. The application sub-
mittal consists of a site plan, right-of-
way and easement layout, topography,
grading, utilities, construction phas-
ing, landscaping, lighting, and build-
ing floor plans and elevations.  

It is important to move forward
with the final PUD at this time.
Groundbreaking on the Discovery
Center is anticipated in July, and the
Final Development Plan must be
approved to facilitate the issuance of
building permits.  

Because the rezoning has already
been approved, at this point in the
process, the Commission is simply
being asked to approve, as the owner
of the property, the submittal of the

City Approves Final PlansCity Approves Final Plans

Head Start Program: Fraudulent And Ineffective
By David Muhlhausen, Ph.D.
The Heritage Foundation

The year 2010 will surely go
down as a bad year for Head
Start—a “Great Society” pre-
school program intended to pro-
vide a boost to disadvantaged chil-
dren before they enter elementary
school. First, a scientifically rigor-
ous experimental evaluation of
Head Start found that the program
largely failed to improve the cog-
nitive, socio-emotional, health,
and parenting outcomes compared
to the outcomes of similar chil-
dren. Second, the U.S.
Government Accountability
Office (GAO) found that Head
Start centers located in California,
Maryland, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Wisconsin,
and the Washington, D.C., metro-
politan area were actively
enrolling children from families
not qualified to participate in the
early education program.

But before Members of
Congress get too worried about
such fraud denying eligible chil-
dren access to Head Start, they
should understand that, according
to scientific studies, the program is
ineffective to begin with.

Evidence of Fraud
The GAO performed 13 under-

cover eligibility tests based on fic-
titious families to determine the
prevalence of Head Start grantees
enrolling children not qualified to
attend the program. The fictitious
families were over income limits
and had other disqualifying char-
acteristics set by the Office of
Head Start. The GAO found:

* In eight of the 13 eligibility
tests, the fictitious families were
told by Head Start staff that they
were eligible for the program and
encouraged to attend class;

* In all of these eight cases,
Head Start staff instructed the fic-
titious families to misrepresent
their eligibility for the program;

* In seven of these cases, Head

Start staff deliberately disregarded
part of the fictitious families’
income to make these families eli-
gible for participation;

* In at least four of the cases,
the GAO later received doctored
documents that excluded income
information originally provided to
the Head Start staff;

* In two cases, Head Start staff
designated on application forms
that one parent was unemployed,
even though the GAO presented
documentation of both parents’
income; and

* In one case, Head Start staff
assured the fictitious family that
no one would validate that the
income information submitted
was correct.

According to the GAO, their
undercover investigations “high-
light the ease with which
unscrupulous parents could fabri-
cate documentation designed to
make it appear as though their
children were under-income or
otherwise eligible for the pro-
gram.” The GAO further added,

The City of Manhattan approved the final Development Plan Tuesday night for the Discovery Center, Public Park, and Parking lot in the
South End Redevelopment.

issue at hand. The Commission may:  
Approve the submittal of the Final

Development Plan. 
Deny the measure. 
Modify or develop alternatives if

other concerns or factors arise. 
Table the request. 
RECOMMENDATION 
City Administration recommends

the City Commission authorize the

submittal of the Final Development
Plan application for the Discovery
Center, Public Park, and parking lot
within the South End Downtown
Entertainment District. 

POSSIBLE MOTION 
Authorize the submittal of the Final

Development Plan for Lots 7, 8, and 10
of the South End Downtown
Entertainment District. 

“At no point during our registra-
tions was any of the information
contained in fictitious documenta-
tion submitted by our parents veri-
fied, which indicates that the pro-
gram is vulnerable to beneficiary
fraud in addition to grantee fraud.”

Unintended Consequences
Head Start grantees found by the

GAO to have committed fraud
should be denied further access to
Head Start funding. In addition,
those individuals responsible for
committing the fraud should be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of
the law.

However, the notion that the par-
ticipation of ineligible children
somehow harms eligible children
not allowed access to the program
needs to be dispelled. The GAO
lamented the fact that the presence
of fraud means that some low-
income children “do not receive
necessary services” due to higher-
income children filling their slots.
But scientifically rigorous evi-
dence of Head Start’s effectiveness
does not support this assertion.

Using random assignment, the
national Head Start Impact Study
placed almost 5,000 children eligi-
ble for Head Start into two treat-
ment conditions based on a lottery.
The children who won the lottery
were awarded “free” (taxpayer-
paid) access to pre-kindergarten
Head Start services, while the oth-
ers either did not attend preschool
or sought out alternatives to Head
Start.

The national evaluation tracked
the progress of three- and four-
year-olds entering Head Start
through the first grade. Overall, the
program had little to no positive
effects for children granted access
to Head Start. For example, com-
pared to similarly situated children
not allowed access to Head Start,
access to the program failed to
raise the cognitive abilities of Head
Start participants on 41 meas-
ures.[8] Specifically, the language
skills, literacy, math skills, and
school performance of the partici-
pating children failed to improve.

Alarmingly, access to Head Start

for the three-year-old group actual-
ly had a harmful effect on the
teacher-assessed math ability of
these children once they entered
kindergarten. Teachers reported
that non-participating children
were more prepared in math skills
than those children who participat-
ed in Head Start.

Don’t Mislead the Public
Even if some eligible children

are being denied access to Head
Start, the best available scientific
evidence suggests that they are
very likely to be no worse off than
if they had attended the program.
And they may eventually possess
better kindergarten math skills than
those children participating in
Head Start. While Congress is cor-
rect to be concerned about cases of
fraud committed by Head Start
grantees, Congress should not mis-
lead the public about the effective-
ness of Head Start.

David B. Muhlhausen, Ph.D., is
Senior Policy Analyst in the Center
for Data Analysis at The Heritage
Foundation.

allows us to attract new companies
to the region, yielding long-term
economic benefits for years to
come.”

The project includes relocation
of about two miles of Union
Pacific Railroad track, flood con-
trol measures at Ogden and utility
relocation. Sema Construction Inc.
of Centennial, Colo., submitted the
low bid for the project and is the
prime contractor.

“This is an important project on
a corridor that will experience sig-
nificant growth in the coming
years. It will create jobs now and
support economic growth for
decades,” said Kansas
Transportation Secretary Deb

Miller. 
“Without Recovery Act funding,

we couldn’t have done this project
in the foreseeable future.”

This project – Phase I – will
cover two-miles of the seven-mile
K-18 corridor between Fort Riley
and Manhattan. Phases II and III
will complete the corridor
improvement, but no funds are cur-
rently available for the final phas-
es. Estimated cost of all three phas-
es is $140 million.

In April, about 3,000 workers
were employed on Recovery Act
projects in Kansas. The payroll for
the month was almost $3.2 million.
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Since 1942       8838 Quail Lane, Manhat tan

We specialize in doing new construction,
kitchen and bath remodels, furnace, air
conditioner and geothermal installs, water
heaters, Northstar water softeners, Pex tub-
ing, galvanized water line change outs, and
repairs on all models of furnaces and air
condtioners.

Call for your free estimate on replacements

32 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINKS

79 CENTS

BEST GAS PRICES IN TOWN

WE CARRY ETHENOL

SNICKERS 2 FOR $1.25
___________________________________________

Marlboro: Pack: $4.65 - Carton: $44.99

Winston: Pack $4.29 - Carton: $40.99

Camel: Pack $4.43 - Carton: $42.49

Pall Mall:Pack $3.39 - Carton: $32.99

Liggett $3.72 - Carton $35.99
- Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice -

Special: Marlboro 3 Pack - $13.50

Camel 3 Pack - $12.75

Liggett 3Pack - $10.95

Fresh DONUTS
Every Morning!!

Check Our U-Haul Prices 

Reserve Your

U-Hall 

323-0307 or 539-2827

RODS • SHADES • DRAPERIES • BLINDS

FABRIC BY THE YARD

IN HOME CLEANING OF FABRIC WINDOW COVERINGS

Phone (785) 537-4260 317 Poyntz

Toll Free - 1-800-515-9478 Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Drapery World and Blinds
Tom Deaver

“We measure and install”

and “Brighten insides”

99 cents

Happy 

Hours:
2 - 5 p.m.

32 oz. Fountain Drinks 

69 cents

Reserve Your 
U-Hall

323-0307 or 539-2827

Open Monday - Saturday 9-5
Open Sunday 1-4

TTTaayy lloorr ’’ss   FFaammii llyy   HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday Thru Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or Marianne

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE

MANHATTAN, KS  66502

Serving your
insurance

needs BEST

(785)539-7576

   Independent
  Insurance
Agent

Obituaries

Eugene Steinbring, 85, of
Wamego, Kansas, formerly of
Hanston, Kansas, died Friday,
May 28, 2010 at the Wamego City
Hospital.  

Eugene was born on August 31,
1924, in Bellefont, Kansas.  He
was raised by his parents, Fred and
Lillian Demaine Steinbring on the
family farm near Spearville.  He
attended local schools and gradu-
ated from Spearville High School
in 1942.  Eugene served in the
Naval Air Corp, during WWII, in
the Pacific Theatre as a tail gun-
ner.  

Eugene was a farmer and stock-
man on the family farm near

Hanston.  He had worked on the
construction of an airbase near
Jetmore during the war.  He sold
cars for a while in Dodge City and
in 1955 moved to the farm.
Eugene also drove school bus for
many years.  Eugene loved to fly
and held a private pilot’s license.
He was a member of the VFW.
He was a strong and determined
man and will truly be missed.

He married Aloha Mae Ewy on
August 3, 1947 in Hanston,
Kansas.  She survives at their
home.

Eugene is also survived by his
daughter, Randy Hassler and her
husband, Gerry, Topeka; his son,
Terry Steinbring and his wife,
Jody, Manhattan; brother, Junior

Steinbring and his wife, Elsie,
Jetmore; six grandchildren,
DeeAnn Scoby, Clovis, California,
Heather Coulter, St. Joseph,
Missouri, Jesse  and Jake
Steinbring, Manhattan, Ryan
Salmans, Topeka, Nisa Salmans,
Mexico; and five great-grandchil-
dren.  He was preceded in death by
his parents, his twin sister, Betty
Jean Nelson and two brothers,
Alfred and Walter Steinbring.

Private family services will be
held for Eugene at a later date.  The
family suggests memorial contri-
butions to the United Methodist
Church in Hanston and those may
be sent in care of Campanella-
Evans Mortuary.  Online condo-
lences may be made at campanella-
funeral.com. 

Eugene Steinbring

Mary Jo (Schmidler) Krug
passed away May 26, 2010. She
was born May 29, 1930 at the fam-
ily home in Clay Center, Kansas.
She was the first child born to
Mary Cooper and Carl Schmidler.

At age 2 the family moved to
Marysville, Kansas where she
lived until 1960.  She attended
Lincoln Grade School, Central
Grade School and graduated in
1948 from Marysville High
School.

She married R.L. Krug in 1951,
they were later divorced. They
were the parents of two daughters,
Nancy Lee and Teresa Lynnette.

After working at R&G Grocery
Store, Dutchmaid and Powell

Brothers Plumbing she moved to
Boca Raton Florida in 1977 where
she worked and retired from K-
Mart. She returned to Manhattan
in 2007.

Survivors include daughters
Nancy Warner and Teresa Roberts,
sister Dorothy Moser all of
Manhattan, brother Jack
Schmidler and his wife Marilyn of
North Platte, Nebraska, sisters-in-
law Donna Schmidler of Beverly
Hills, Florida and Peggy (Krug-
Mathis) Lawrence of St. Joseph
Missouri. Nieces Susan Cress,
Shari Schmidler, Debbie Grimes,
nephews Jim Moser of Colorado
Springs, Colorado and Mickey
Mathis of Iuka, Kansas.

Jo was the proud grandmother
of Kate Warner Ladelle, and Jake

Warner and great grandmother of
Tristan Ladelle. She was preceded
in death by her parents Mary and
Carl Schmidler, brother George
Schmidler, sister Kay Louise
Schmidler, brother-in-law Glen
Moser and niece Peggy Moser
Richardson.

Following cremation, a memori-
al service was held at 11:00 on
June 1, 2010 at Irvin-Parkview
Funeral Home in Manhattan,
Kansas. Memorial contributions
can be made to the Terry C.
Johnson Center for Basic Cancer
Research-KSU and left in care of
Irvin-Parkview Funeral Home
1317 Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
KS 66502.  Online condolences
can be sent to www.irvin-
parkview.com.

Mary Jo Krug

Melvin D. Nelson, age 74, of
Manhattan, Kansas, died Monday
evening, May 31, 2010, at the
Meadowlark Hills – Wroten
House in Manhattan.

He was born October 18, 1935,
in rural Geary County, Kansas, the
son of Arthur and Alice Jeanette
Violet (Allen) Nelson.   Melvin
attended Briggs School through
the eighth grade and graduated
from Manhattan High School with
the class of 1954.

Following his high school
graduation he went to work in the
Commissary at Ft. Riley for sever-
al years prior to going to work as a
mechanic for the Lincoln-Mercury
garage in downtown Manhattan
for the next few years.  He then
went to work as a heavy equip-
ment operator for Kershaw Ready
Mix where he was employed for
20 years.  Melvin served in the

Kansas Army National Guard for
28 years where he held the rank of
Sergeant First Class. He was a
heavy equipment mechanic for the
Kansas Army National Guard at
Ft. Riley where he was employed
for 20 years.  Shortly after his
retirement in 2003 he went to
work part time as a janitor for the
Fort Riley RSMS.

Melvin was a longtime mem-
ber of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
in Manhattan. 

He played the guitar and violin,
and in his early years enjoyed
playing and singing for area
dances. Melvin also enjoyed gar-
dening, fishing with his grandchil-
dren, hunting, woodworking and
crafts. Most of all he loved to
spend time with his family and
friends and being a part of family
“Shindigs.”

On December 9, 1956, at St.
Luke’s Lutheran Church, he was
united in marriage to the former
Joyce Anne Lake.  She survives of

the home.  Also surviving are two
children: David E. Nelson and his
wife Beth of Memphis, Tennessee
and Julie Nelson and her husband
Mike Krom of Alta Vista, Kansas.
Two sisters, Faye Havenstein of
Manhattan, Kansas and Betty
Ascher of Junction City, Kansas.
Seven grandchildren: Deborah
Nelson, Hannah Nelson, Matthew
Nelson, Brandon Barth, Mikayla
Barth, Madison Nelson and Dylan
Krom also survive.

Melvin was preceded in death
by his parents and by one brother:
Floyd Nelson.

Funeral services will be held
10:00 A.M. Friday, June 4, 2010, at
the St. Luke’s Lutheran Church,
330 Sunset Avenue in Manhattan
with Reverend Dr. Joseph A. Jones
officiating.  Interment with mili-
tary honors will follow in the
Pleasant Valley Cemetery south-
east of Manhattan. 

The family of Mr. Nelson will
receive friends from 6:30 to 8:00
P.M. Thursday evening at the
Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home.

Online condolences may be left
for the family through the funeral
home website at www.ymlfuneral-
home.com.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Meadowlark Hills
Foundation for the Wroten and
Bramlage Households or to St.
Luke’s Lutheran Church.
Contributions may be left in care
of the Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home, 1616 Poyntz
Avenue, Manhattan, Kansas
66502.

Melvin Nelson

Ilse Peplow, age 87, of Manhattan,
died May 28, 2010, at the Good
Shepherd Hospice House in
Manhattan.

She was born March 1, 1923, in
Pommerswitz, Leobschutz, Germany,
the daughter of Friedrich and Martha
(Tschech) Schaefer.

She was married to Raymond H.
Peplow on August 25, 1949, in
Kaufering, Germany, and moved with
him to the United States in 1950.  She
was very proud of becoming a United
States Citizen in 1954.

Mrs. Peplow loved her cats,
enjoyed knitting, sewing, spending
time in her yard, nature, and the sights
and sounds of living for 52 years on
Chris Drive by Sunset Zoo.  For the
last two years she was a resident at
Miller Place at Meadowlark Hills.

Mr. Peplow preceded her in death
on October 6, 1998.  She was also pre-
ceded in death by six brothers and sis-
ters.  

Survivors include her daughter,
Nancy J. Beese and her husband, Rev.
David Beese of Gravois Mills,

Missouri; one sister, Christa Koerdt of
Germany; one brother, Rudi Schaefer
of Parma, Ohio; five grandchildren:
Christopher Stierwalt and his wife
Karen, Matthew Stierwalt, Michael
Logan, Amy Zigler and her husband
Ryan, and Matthew Logan; and six
great-grandchildren. She is also sur-
vived by a niece Susanne and her hus-
band, Jurgen Opp, and by her former
son-in-law and local caregiver, Wade
Logan.

Private family graveside services
will be held in Sunrise Cemetery in
Manhattan.

The family of Mrs. Peplow will
receive friends from 1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
Tuesday at the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home.

Online condolences may be left for
the family through the funeral home
website at
www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Sunset Zoo, Riley County
Animal Shelter or the Good Shepherd
Hospice House.  Contributions may be
left in care of the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home, 1616 Poyntz
Avenue, Manhattan, KS 66502.

Ilse Peplow

Dr. Peloquin Serves On
Advisory Committee

Steve Peloquin, M.D., Manhattan,
is serving on the Medical Advisory
Committee of Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Kansas, according to Fred
Palenske, vice president of provider
relations and medical affairs. The
BCBSKS Board of Directors appoint-
ed Dr. Peloquin to a two-year term on
the committee.

The Medical Advisory Committee
is comprised of 19 health care profes-
sionals from across the company’s
service area who advise BCBSKS on
issues relevant to their area of expert-
ise.

“Members of the Medical Advisory
Committee provide us with diverse
perspectives about current matters
relating to the provision of medical
care,” said Palenske. “Committee
members give Blue Cross first-hand

insight into the industry, which is
essential knowledge for us to have as
we strive to stay current regarding the
best treatment options.”

Dr. Peloquin specializes in pain
management. He holds a bachelor’s
degree in architecture from the
University of New Mexico School of
Architecture, and earned his medical
degree from the University of New
Mexico School of Medicine. He
obtained anesthesiology board certifi-
cation from the University of Iowa.
Dr. Peloquin is a member of the
American Society of
Anesthesiologists, Kansas Society of
Anesthesiologists and the American

Academy of Pain Medicine. He’s
board certified in pain medicine
through the American Academy of
Pain Medicine.
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5004 Murry Road
Manhattan, Kansas 66503

(785) 776-1111

On Site Manager - Good Security Fence
Open 7 Days

All Sizes - Competitive Prices

DO YOU NEED TO GET AROUND TOWN? 
         CALL THE aTa Bus TODAY! 

    537-6345 
             GENERAL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

                    FOR THE MANHATTAN-RILEY COUNTY AREA 
                

This Project Funded in Part by the KDOT Public Transit Program 

SELF STORAGE
(785)313-7777

Protection You Can Count On

4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503

Landmark

Broberg Serves On Hospital Committee
John Broberg, FACHE,

Manhattan, is serving on the
Hospital Advisory Committee of
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Kansas, according to Fred
Palenske, vice president of
provider relations and medical
affairs. The BCBSKS Board of
Directors appointed Broberg to a
two-year term on the committee.

The Hospital Advisory
Committee is comprised of 14
hospital administrators from
across the company’s service area
who advise BCBSKS on issues
relevant to their area of expertise.

“Members of the Hospital

Advisory Committee provide us
with diverse perspectives about
current matters relating to the pro-
vision of hospital-based health
care,” said Palenske. “Committee
members give Blue Cross first-
hand insight about current issues
impacting Kansas hospitals and
the patients they serve, which is
essential knowledge for us to have
as we develop policies and proce-
dures.”

Broberg is president/CEO of
Mercy Regional Health Center. He
earned a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Kansas and a
master’s degree in health services

from Webster University. He is a
member of the Kansas Hospital
Association, Flint Hills
Community Clinic Board and is a
board certified member of the
American College of Healthcare
Executives. Broberg and his wife,
Suzie, have three children.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Kansas is an independent licensee
of the Blue

Cross and Blue Shield
Association. BCBSKS is the
state’s largest health insurer, serv-
ing all Kansas counties except
Johnson and Wyandotte.

Marian Call At The Arts Center
The Manhattan Arts Center is

excited to present Marian Call on
Saturday, June 5 at 8pm.

Marian is a trained composer
and a spunky self-taught singer
based out of Ancorage Alaska. Her
songs are  eclectic and diverse,
funny and light, powerfully honest
and grounded in the human expe-
rience. She delivers whimsical
Alaskan folk funk for the Coffee

Counter-Culture. All  types - from
church ladies to teenagers to NPR
listeners and urban hipsters world-
wide - enjoy Call’s sound.
www.mariancall.com.

Tickets are $10 for general
admission. Tickets are available
online at www.manhattanarts.org,
or at the Manhattan Arts Center
box office, 1520 Poyntz, 537-
4420.

The Manhattan Arts Center is
funded in part by the Kansas Arts
Commission, a state agency, and
the National Endowment for the
Arts, a federal agency, which
believes that a great nation
deserves great art.. Additional
funding comes from the City of
Manhattan and MAC members and
friends.

Four Receive Awards From K-State
By Rosie Hoefling
KSU News Service

Three recent Kansas State
University psychology graduates
have received scholastic awards
from the K-State department of
psychology.

The recipients were honored at
the department’s spring banquet
for their outstanding contributions
to the K-State psychology pro-
gram and the overall field of psy-
chology. 

The K-Staters and their awards
include:

* Maura Mills, May 2010 doc-
toral graduate in psychology,
Manhattan, the Ronald G. and
Dorothy J. Downey Award for
Outstanding Dissertation Proposal
in Industrial and Organizational

Psychology. Mills received a $750
monetary award for her disserta-
tion on the relationship between
psychological capital and the sub-
jective well-being of employees.

* Mason Burns, May 2010 bach-
elor’s graduate in psychology,
Overland Park, E.J. Phares Prize
for Outstanding Undergraduate
Research. The honor includes a
$200 monetary award. In collabo-
ration with Don Saucier, associate
professor of psychology at K-
State, Burns has conducted
research that examines the factors
that lead to a person’s both
increased and decreased expres-
sions of prejudice. He is currently
co-author of a research manuscript
under review, three research man-
uscripts in preparation and four

Columbian Presents Hits
The Columbian Theatre is proud

to present Chappie Live Saturday,
June 5, 2010 at 7:30pm. This spe-
cial show at the Columbian
Theatre is a tribute to pop tunes,
favorite Motown melodies and
hits from the British Invasion.
Doug “Chappie” Chapman has
over 40 years experience in the
music business and tells the stories
behind the songs of that memo-
rable decade.  The songs are sure

to get you humming the tunes of
those special songs from the 60’s.
Chappie Live is one night only at
the Columbian Theatre in
Downtown Wamego. Cash bar and
snacks available during the show.
Tickets are $10 per person and can
be purchased by calling the
Columbian Theatre Box Office
785-456-2029 or online at
www.ColumbianTheatre.com.   

conference presentations. Burns
also was a recipient of the 2009
Doreen Shanteau Undergraduate
Research Fellowship. He will work
in the fall on a graduate degree in
psychology from K-State.

* Danielle Zanotti, December
2009 bachelor’s graduate in psy-
chology, Mustang, Okla., Peterson
Prize for the Outstanding
Graduating Senior in Psychology.
The $200 monetary award recog-
nizes Zanotti’s excellence in the
classroom, her research and her
service to K-State’s psychology
department. Zanotti worked in col-
laboration with K-State’s Saucier
to conduct research that sought to
extend the justification-suppres-
sion model of the prejudice theory.
She also is co-author on a research
manuscript in press, two research
manuscripts under review, one
research manuscript in preparation
and four conference presentations.
She currently serves as the director
of team operations for the K-State
women’s basketball team.

Read Manhattan Free

Press Online @

manhattanfreepress.com

Kansas Profile - Now That´s Rural: Kathy

Patton - american Agri-Women TV Show
By Ron Wilson, director of the

Huck Boyd National Institute for
Rural Development at Kansas
State University.

“Lights, camera, action!” I’m
not sure if those terms are used by
TV and movie producers these
days, but video is more important
than ever. Video and television are
vital elements of modern commu-
nication. The American Agri-
Women organization is taking
advantage of this technology to
communicate with farm and ranch
women across the nation. The
organization has launched a brand
new nationwide television pro-
gram which is produced and host-
ed right here in Kansas.

American Agri-Women, or
AAW for short, is a national
organization of farm, ranch, and
agribusiness women. Its roots are
found in the 1960s, when various
issues were adversely affecting
farm families. Women rallied
together to respond to these issues
and formed organizations like
Oregon Women for Agriculture,
Women for the Survival of
Agriculture in Michigan, and
United Farm Wives. In 1974,
those organizations came together
to unite into a national organiza-
tion known as American Agri-
Women.

One of its early members was
Kathy Patton. Kathy was a young
farm wife in northeast Kansas and
the public relations chair of
Kansas Agri-Women. In that
capacity, she was interviewed on a
farm radio station in Topeka. She
did such a good job that they
asked if she would be interested in
farm broadcasting herself. She
took them up on their offer and
made it her career. In fact, she
went on to become the first
woman named the national Farm
Broadcaster of the Year. Now she
is a freelance broadcaster, and she
and her husband Mike Strunk
farm and operate a custom har-
vesting operation near Silver

Lake.
Meanwhile, American Agri-

Women has grown to include 58
affiliate organizations, including
state and national farm women
organizations representing diverse
regions and commodities. 

In 2007, AAW learned about an
outreach grant opportunity from
USDA’s Risk Management
Agency. As the organization con-
sidered grant possibilities, two
things came to mind: One, the
many farm women who were
interested in ag issues but couldn’t
leave their farms and families to
attend conferences where these
issues were discussed, and two,
the newly developed farm-orient-
ed television channels being
watched by increasing numbers of
current and retired farmers.  The
idea AAW developed was to pro-
pose an educational television
show for farm and ranch women,
to be broadcast nationally.

In 2008, USDA approved the
grant proposal. AAW set out to
develop and produce 13 half hour
educational TV programs for farm
and ranch women, including risk
management issues. AAW chose
to produce these programs
through the Educational
Communications Center at K-
State.  The videographer and
video editor for the project was

Ron Frank of Ron Frank Films, an
independent video consultant who
had recently retired from K-State
Research and Extension. See
www.frankfilms.com for more
information.

One question remained: Who
would host the show? The choice
was Kathy Patton Strunk. Kathy
agreed to serve as host, and a team
of people went to work. Shows
were taped in Dole Hall at K-
State, with footage from AAW
members and experts around the
country. On May 4, 2010, the first
episode aired on In Country, a
national television network
focused on rural, outdoor topics.

These shows deal with farm
risk management in a broad sense.
In other words, show topics
include crop insurance, but also
issues like business planning, ag
labor issues, working with one’s
lender, marketing and promoting
farm products, agritourism, lead-
ership development, consumer
awareness, and more.

Episodes typically include an
interview with an expert, plus vis-
its with AAW members that have
experience and expertise relevant
to the show’s topic. All the shows
are hosted by Kathy Patton Strunk
from Silver Lake, Kansas, popula-
tion 1,352 people. Now, that’s
rural. For more information, go to
www.americanagriwomen.org.

“Lights, camera, action!” Those
terms may or may not be used by
modern video producers, but the
idea of using video to reach farm
producers is very much alive
today. We commend Kathy Patton
Strunk and all those involved with
American Agri-Women for mak-
ing a difference by extending this
outreach and using the medium of
television to reach farm and ranch
women. These cameras can shed a
lot of light on various issues and
help farm women get in on the
action.

Ron Wilson

http://www.dremmanhattan.com/
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Thoughts From The Prairie
Thoughts from the Prairie
Citizens Respond

Tuesday night, June 1, 2010, the
Mayor Pro-Tem of Manhattan, Kansas, pro-
claimed June 2010 as GLBT Pride Month.
The mayor’s proclamation may be accessed
a t
http://www.ci.manhattan.ks.us/DocumentVi
ew.aspx?DID=7945. The mayor begins the
proclamation with an accusatory dialogue,
erroneously accusing NYC police of harass-
ment, quote,  “WHEREAS, more than forty
years ago patrons and supporters of the
Stonewall Inn [a gay club] in New York
City resisted police harassment that had
become too common…” The facts are that
the NYC police were enforcing the law. The
testimonies of police on duty at the time
reported the protesters became so violent
that the policemen had to be rescued; a far
cry from the peaceful civil rights protests
led by Martin Luther King, Jr., but notice
the proclamation’s civil rights overtones. 

During his presentation at the
Commission meeting, the mayor claimed
the first sermon preached in Manhattan was
related to the civil rights movement and
then extrapolated that forward to cast the
present activities of the GLBT activity as a
civil rights issue. The proclamation con-
demns “social intolerance” in one paragraph
and accuses opponents of “prejudice, big-
otry and discrimination” in the next. Brad
Dacus, president of Pacific Justice Institute,
recently pointed out that tolerance is a two
way street and that “One way tolerance is
not tolerance at all. It’s tyranny.”

In response to the proclamation, a group
of Manhattan pastors and other citizens met
to consider an appropriate response to a
proclamation that presents the GLBT
lifestyle as a generalized utopian experi-
ence. The focus of the response was a com-
passionate statement of truth versus toler-
ance wherein individual achievement was
affirmed while opposing government’s
attempt to dictate belief systems and inap-
propriately casting tolerance as a moral
issue rather than as a legal or social issue.

Pastor Paul Barkey and Pastor Darrell
Martin read the approved response at the
Commission meeting during the open com-
ment session. The approved response as
read is as follows: Citizens Response to the
Mayor Pro-Tem LGBT Proclamation- “We,
the undersigned pastors and concerned citi-
zens, understand by his proclamation today
that the mayor pro tem has the right to cele-
brate lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
lifestyles; We understand the mayor pro tem
believes diversity is Manhattan’s greatest

asset; We further understand that the mayor
pro tem speaks for himself with this procla-
mation and not for all citizens of Manhattan
as suggested in his proclamation;  

“We believe that our U.S. Constitution
already protects the rights of all citizens of
our city, including the LGBT community;
We believe that “social intolerance,” as used
by the mayor pro-tem, is an improper term
because this term wrongly labels anyone
who, due to precepts of their faith or for
other reasons, might disagree with the
LGBT lifestyle.  We believe that unity of
purpose, personal achievements and contri-
butions to the community are Manhattan’s
greatest assets;  

“We believe that focusing on what sepa-
rates us rather than what unites us is never
effective public policy;  We believe our
greatest strength as a society is our moral
values and the rights and principals of our
nation’s governing Constitution, which
includes our right to freely exercise our reli-
gion and speech;  We believe that it is inap-
propriate for government of all the people to
celebrate the private sexual orientation of
any of its citizens;  We believe that it is
wrong for government to suggest how fam-
ilies should address and treat the subject of
sexual orientation with their children;  

“We join the mayor pro tem in proclaim-
ing that people from all walks of life includ-
ing those in the LGBT community add to
the success of our city, state, and nation.
And it is their personal success and commu-
nity contributions that we celebrate.” 

Dick Miller

“Conscience of Kansas”
Taking Back Freedom

It is the day before Memorial Day and I
sit in my study looking over the final touch-
es of a speech I will soon give. The speech
will be among many given in Manhattan,
Kansas, also known as the Little Apple, as
part of a fundraiser benefit for the Fort
Riley scholarship fund for the children of
fallen soldiers here in Kansas. The title of
the benefit rally is “Taking Back Freedom,”
and I feel that I would not be true to the
event unless I crafted a speech that
addressed both the troops and what I see as
the broader, more relevant, message behind
the event’s title. This is where speech writ-
ers go to work.

This can be a challenge even for a
person like me who speaks almost every
day on television, radio, and in the lecture
hall. The concern, plainly stated, is that I
will convey a string of pleasant platitudes
and nicely worded phrases but fail to relate
that all-important something, that deeper
truth that makes the listener say, “That’s it,
I get it.” I know only two golden rules on
how to share words with people when the
topic really counts: Look for the truth no
matter how it might be hidden, and tell it no
matter what the consequences. So here
goes.

Let’s look at what should be obvi-
ous when it comes to military benefit rallies
or Memorial Days. Americans owe a debt
that can never be repaid to our soldiers. This
nation’s bountiful prosperity has been main-
tained and defended throughout our history
by courageous Americans who took up arms
to fight enemies from the redcoats to radical
Islamic extremists. Their bravery to give
their lives in battle is undeniable, and we
humbly gather once a year to recognize the
ultimate sacrifice they have given.

Is this momentous understanding
of death for country in the heat of battle the
entire beginning and end of Memorial Day,
if not how we think about the military? I
think not. I believe a deeper truth still waits
to be acknowledged. What of the soldiers

who evade death’s embrace in battle and
return to solidify the defensive lines of this
county? What of the families of the fallen
who hold the American flag high showing
their respect for the dead, and love of coun-
try? What of the soldier who serves in
peacetime, whose presence and readiness
for battle holds the jackals of this world at
bay? Are they not all tied together in com-
mitment and sacrifice? Maybe as
Americans, it is what we stand for, who we
are, that binds us and makes us unique,
exceptional—one nation under God.

If that is true, and more important-
ly, if that is “it,” the truth of the matter, then
every man, woman, and child should look
differently at the military and the Memorial
Days that follow. In the truest respect, we
are all the American military, and the
American military is us. We are tied by
blood, brotherhood, and belief; our destinies
are as one.

Whether it is the Japanese and
Nazis of the past, the Soviets of the
Communist Party from yesterday, or the
radical Islamic extremists of today, there
will always be evil forces that wish to extin-
guish the light of freedom with the darkness
of oppression. This country’s history is
replete with these examples and we must
always be vigilant to safeguard what we
hold dear from adversaries, both foreign and
domestic. Could it be that “Taking Back
Freedom” is something more than the trans-
fer of cash, a nod of approval, or a few kind
words to those that serve?  I believe it is a
reminder that we all have a call to duty, that
we all support one another and must take up
the mantle of responsibility that this realiza-
tion mandates. 

Paul A. Ibbetson is a published author,
lecturer, and radio host. He can be contact-
ed at ibbetson91.9@gmail.com.               

Paul A. Ibbetson
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Constitutional Rights
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

Manhattan

Shoe Repair

216 South 4th, Manhattan, Ks

VFW Plaza

776-1193

Repairing
•Shoes • Boots • Purses

•Luggage • Harnesses

•Back Packs •Leather Coats

Wanklyn

Oil Co.
Manhattan, Ks

Gasoline

Diesel

Propone

Sales

1-800-794-2019
New and Used

DUANE L. McKINNEY
Broker-Appraiser-Inspector

APPRAISALS, SALES,

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

116 S. 4th St, Suite 2

Manhattan, Ks 66502

_________________________

Phone: 785 776-1010

Fax: 785 539-1026

E-Mail: manreal@kansas.net

Manhattan Realty Services

The Federalist No. 14
Objections to the Proposed

Constitution From Extent of
Territory Answered

New York Packet
Friday, November 30, 1787

[James Madison]
To the People of the State of

New York:
WE HAVE seen the necessity of

the Union, as our bulwark against
foreign danger, as the conservator
of peace among ourselves, as the
guardian of our commerce and
other common interests, as the only
substitute for those military estab-
lishments which have subverted
the liberties of the Old World, and
as the proper antidote for the dis-
eases of faction, which have
proved fatal to other popular gov-
ernments, and of which alarming
symptoms have been betrayed by
our own. All that remains, within
this branch of our inquiries, is to
take notice of an objection that
may be drawn from the great
extent of country which the Union
embraces. A few observations on
this subject will be the more prop-
er, as it is perceived that the adver-
saries of the new Constitution are
availing themselves of the prevail-
ing prejudice with regard to the
practicable sphere of republican
administration, in order to supply,
by imaginary difficulties, the want
of those solid objections which
they endeavor in vain to find.

The error which limits republi-
can government to a narrow dis-
trict has been unfolded and refuted
in preceding papers. I remark here
only that it seems to owe its rise
and prevalence chiefly to the con-
founding of a republic with a
democracy, applying to the former
reasonings drawn from the nature
of the latter. The true distinction
between these forms was also
adverted to on a former occasion. It
is, that in a democracy, the people
meet and exercise the government
in person; in a republic, they
assemble and administer it by their
representatives and agents. A
democracy, consequently, will be
confined to a small spot. A republic
may be extended over a large
region.

To this accidental source of the
error may be added the artifice of

some celebrated authors, whose
writings have had a great share in
forming the modern standard of
political opinions. Being subjects
either of an absolute or limited
monarchy, they have endeavored to
heighten the advantages, or palliate
the evils of those forms, by placing
in comparison the vices and
defects of the republican, and by
citing as specimens of the latter the
turbulent democracies of ancient
Greece and modern Italy. Under
the confusion of names, it has been
an easy task to transfer to a repub-
lic observations applicable to a
democracy only; and among oth-
ers, the observation that it can
never be established but among a
small number of people, living
within a small compass of territory.

Such a fallacy may have been
the less perceived, as most of the
popular governments of antiquity
were of the democratic species;
and even in modern Europe, to
which we owe the great principle
of representation, no example is
seen of a government wholly pop-
ular, and founded, at the same time,
wholly on that principle. If Europe
has the merit of discovering this
great mechanical power in govern-
ment, by the simple agency of
which the will of the largest politi-
cal body may be concentred, and
its force directed to any object
which the public good requires,
America can claim the merit of
making the discovery the basis of
unmixed and extensive republics.
It is only to be lamented that any of
her citizens should wish to deprive
her of the additional merit of dis-
playing its full efficacy in the
establishment of the comprehen-
sive system now under her consid-
eration.

As the natural limit of a democ-
racy is that distance from the cen-
tral point which will just permit the
most remote citizens to assemble
as often as their public functions
demand, and will include no
greater number than can join in
those functions; so the natural limit
of a republic is that distance from
the centre which will barely allow
the representatives to meet as often
as may be necessary for the admin-
istration of public affairs. Can it be
said that the limits of the United

States exceed this distance? It will
not be said by those who recollect
that the Atlantic coast is the longest
side of the Union, that during the
term of thirteen years, the repre-
sentatives of the States have been
almost continually assembled, and
that the members from the most
distant States are not chargeable
with greater intermissions of atten-
dance than those from the States in
the neighborhood of Congress.

That we may form a juster esti-
mate with regard to this interesting
subject, let us resort to the actual
dimensions of the Union. The lim-
its, as fixed by the treaty of peace,
are: on the east the Atlantic, on the
south the latitude of thirty-one
degrees, on the west the
Mississippi, and on the north an
irregular line running in some
instances beyond the forty-fifth
degree, in others falling as low as
the forty-second. The southern
shore of Lake Erie lies below that
latitude. Computing the distance
between the thirty-first and forty-
fifth degrees, it amounts to nine
hundred and seventy-three com-
mon miles; computing it from thir-
ty-one to forty-two degrees, to
seven hundred and sixty-four miles
and a half. Taking the mean for the
distance, the amount will be eight
hundred and sixty-eight miles and
three-fourths. The mean distance
from the Atlantic to the Mississippi
does not probably exceed seven
hundred and fifty miles. On a com-
parison of this extent with that of
several countries in Europe, the
practicability of rendering our sys-
tem commensurate to it appears to
be demonstrable. It is not a great
deal larger than Germany, where a
diet representing the whole empire
is continually assembled; or than
Poland before the late dismember-
ment, where another national diet
was the depositary of the supreme
power. Passing by France and
Spain, we find that in Great
Britain, inferior as it may be in
size, the representatives of the
northern extremity of the island
have as far to travel to the national
council as will be required of those
of the most remote parts of the
Union.

Favorable as this view of the
subject may be, some observations

confidence that the good sense
which has so often marked your
decisions will allow them their due
weight and effect; and that you will
never suffer difficulties, however
formidable in appearance, or how-
ever fashionable the error on which
they may be founded, to drive you
into the gloomy and perilous scene
into which the advocates for dis-
union would conduct you. Hearken
not to the unnatural voice which
tells you that the people of
America, knit together as they are
by so many cords of affection, can
no longer live together as members
of the same family; can no longer
continue the mutual guardians of
their mutual happiness; can no
longer be fellow citizens of one
great, respectable, and flourishing
empire. Hearken not to the voice
which petulantly tells you that the
form of government recommended
for your adoption is a novelty in
the political world; that it has never
yet had a place in the theories of
the wildest projectors; that it rashly
attempts what it is impossible to
accomplish. No, my countrymen,
shut your ears against this unhal-
lowed language. Shut your hearts
against the poison which it con-
veys; the kindred blood which
flows in the veins of American cit-
izens, the mingled blood which
they have shed in defense of their
sacred rights, consecrate their
Union, and excite horror at the idea
of their becoming aliens, rivals,
enemies. And if novelties are to be
shunned, believe me, the most
alarming of all novelties, the most
wild of all projects, the most rash
of all attempts, is that of rendering
us in pieces, in order to preserve
our liberties and promote our hap-
piness. But why is the experiment
of an extended republic to be
rejected, merely because it may
comprise what is new? Is it not the
glory of the people of America,
that, whilst they have paid a decent
regard to the opinions of former
times and other nations, they have
not suffered a blind veneration for
antiquity, for custom, or for names,
to overrule the suggestions of their
own good sense, the knowledge of
their own situation, and the lessons
of their own experience? To this
manly spirit, posterity will be
indebted for the possession, and
the world for the example, of the
numerous innovations displayed
on the American theatre, in favor
of private rights and public happi-
ness. Had no important step been
taken by the leaders of the
Revolution for which a precedent
could not be discovered, no gov-
ernment established of which an
exact model did not present itself,
the people of the United States
might, at this moment have been
numbered among the melancholy
victims of misguided councils,
must at best have been laboring
under the weight of some of those
forms which have crushed the lib-
erties of the rest of mankind.
Happily for America, happily, we
trust, for the whole human race,
they pursued a new and more noble
course. They accomplished a revo-
lution which has no parallel in the
annals of human society. They
reared the fabrics of governments
which have no model on the face of
the globe. They formed the design
of a great Confederacy, which it is
incumbent on their successors to
improve and perpetuate. If their
works betray imperfections, we
wonder at the fewness of them. If
they erred most in the structure of
the Union, this was the work most
difficult to be executed; this is the
work which has been new mod-
elled by the act of your convention,
and it is that act on which you are
now to deliberate and to decide. 

remain which will place it in a light
still more satisfactory.

In the first place it is to be
remembered that the general gov-
ernment is not to be charged with
the whole power of making and
administering laws. Its jurisdiction
is limited to certain enumerated
objects, which concern all the
members of the republic, but which
are not to be attained by the sepa-
rate provisions of any. The subordi-
nate governments, which can
extend their care to all those other
subjects which can be separately
provided for, will retain their due
authority and activity. Were it pro-
posed by the plan of the conven-
tion to abolish the governments of
the particular States, its adversaries
would have some ground for their
objection; though it would not be
difficult to show that if they were
abolished the general government
would be compelled, by the princi-
ple of self-preservation, to reinstate
them in their proper jurisdiction.

A second observation to be made
is that the immediate object of the
federal Constitution is to secure the
union of the thirteen primitive
States, which we know to be prac-
ticable; and to add to them such
other States as may arise in their
own bosoms, or in their neighbor-
hoods, which we cannot doubt to
be equally practicable. The
arrangements that may be neces-
sary for those angles and fractions
of our territory which lie on our
northwestern frontier, must be left
to those whom further discoveries
and experience will render more
equal to the task.

Let it be remarked, in the third
place, that the intercourse through-
out the Union will be facilitated by
new improvements. Roads will
everywhere be shortened, and kept
in better order; accommodations
for travelers will be multiplied and
meliorated; an interior navigation
on our eastern side will be opened
throughout, or nearly throughout,
the whole extent of the thirteen
States. The communication
between the Western and Atlantic
districts, and between different
parts of each, will be rendered
more and more easy by those
numerous canals with which the
beneficence of nature has intersect-
ed our country, and which art finds
it so little difficult to connect and
complete.

A fourth and still more important
consideration is, that as almost
every State will, on one side or
other, be a frontier, and will thus
find, in regard to its safety, an
inducement to make some sacri-
fices for the sake of the general
protection; so the States which lie
at the greatest distance from the
heart of the Union, and which, of
course, may partake least of the
ordinary circulation of its benefits,
will be at the same time immedi-
ately contiguous to foreign nations,
and will consequently stand, on
particular occasions, in greatest
need of its strength and resources.
It may be inconvenient for
Georgia, or the States forming our
western or northeastern borders, to
send their representatives to the
seat of government; but they would
find it more so to struggle alone
against an invading enemy, or even
to support alone the whole expense
of those precautions which may be
dictated by the neighborhood of
continual danger. If they should
derive less benefit, therefore, from
the Union in some respects than
the less distant States, they will
derive greater benefit from it in
other respects, and thus the proper
equilibrium will be maintained
throughout.

I submit to you, my fellow-citi-
zens, these considerations, in full

James Madison 4th President

The Federalist Papers
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Weaver   Hotel
126   S.   Kansas   St.   /   Waterville,   Ks   66548

785-363-2515

WeaverHotel.com   >weaverhotel@yahoo.com<

•Take   a   step   back   into   history.   Experience   the   elegance   and   grace   of   a   bygone   era.   

Enjoy   and   relax   in   affordable   luxury,   with   comfortable   accommodations   and   delightful   

breakfast   cuisine.Let   us   help   you   design   an   itinerary   for   exploring   the   trails   and   rails   of   

Marshall   County.   •Specializing   in   weekend   getaways,   family   reunions,   retreats,   small   

conferences,   and   more.
•See   Sandy   &   Sharon   for   gifts,   gourmet   drinks,   ice   cream,   and   more.......   

Featuring...

      Original   designs   on   T-shirts,   Sweatshirts,      and   more

Hours

M-F...9am-12pm

                                 1pm-5pm

Sat.......9am-12pm

FANCY   T'S   AND   MORE
In   the   hotel   Visitor   Center
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and moreer

By  Gene Healy
The Cato Institute

“Did you plug the hole yet,
Daddy?” 11-year-old Malia demanded
Thursday morning while the president
was shaving. Poor President Obama:
even his kids won’t give him a break
about the Gulf oil spill.

Tough. It’s hard to feel sorry for the
“Yes We Can” candidate, who got the
job by stoking the juvenile expectation
that there’s a presidential solution to
everything from natural disasters to
spiritual malaise.

But the adults among us ought to
worry about a political culture that
reacts to every difficulty by screaming
“Save us, Superpresident!”

Should Obama travel back in time
and institute better regulation?

It’s “taking so doggone long,” Sarah
Palin wailed, for Obama “to dive in
there” (literally?). “Man, you got to
get down here and take control!”
James Carville screeched. “Tell BP,
‘I’m your daddy!’“

When Hurricane Katrina hit, liber-
als who had spent years calling
President Bush a tyrant suddenly
decided he wasn’t authoritarian
enough when he hesitated to declare
himself generalissimo of New Orleans
and muster the troops for a federal
War on Hurricanes.

Now the party of “drill, baby, drill”
— the folks who warn that Obama’s a
socialist — is screaming bloody mur-
der because he’s letting the private
sector take the lead in the well-cap-
ping operation. It’s almost enough to
make a guy cynical about politics.

What do Carville, Palin, et al. want
the president to do? “Replace [BP]
with what?” asks Coast Guard Adm.
Thad Allen, commanding officer at the
scene. As the president admitted
Thursday, “The federal government
does not possess superior technology
to BP,” which is trying to clean up its
mess with backup from a team of sci-
entists and engineers assembled by the
feds.

Should Obama travel back in time
and institute better regulation? “He
could’ve demanded a plan in anticipa-
tion of this,” Carville insists.

Perhaps, but it’s hardly surprising
that a president who sits atop a 2-mil-
lion-employee executive branch, pre-
tending to run it, hasn’t magically
solved the problem of bureaucratic
incompetence or devised a plan to deal
with every conceivable hazard life
might present.

Louisiana Republican Gov. Bobby
Jindal may have a legitimate gripe
about the feds delaying permission to
build protective sand barriers. But
most of the complaints dominating the
airwaves aren’t nearly that specific.
They smack of a quasi-religious con-
ception of the presidency. If only
Obama would manifest himself at the
afflicted area, shed his aura of cool
reserve, and exercise the magical pow-
ers of presidential concern, perhaps
the slick would recede.

The public’s frustration is under-
standable. But the unreflective cry
“Do something!” usually results in
policies that follow the logic immor-
talized in the BBC comedy “Yes,

Minister“: “Something must be done.
This is something. Therefore we must
do it!”

In Hurricane Katrina’s aftermath,
that “something” was legislation
(thankfully repealed in 2008) giving
the president dangerous new powers
to use troops at home to restore order
and institute military quarantines dur-
ing natural disasters or disease out-
breaks.

Gene Healy is a vice president at the
Cato Institute and the author of The
Cult of the Presidency.

More by Gene Healy
In this case, it may be an expensive

(and likely futile) Manhattan Project
of new subsidies and restrictions
aimed at getting us “beyond petrole-
um.” In his Sunday New York Times
column, Thomas Friedman urged
Obama to “think like a kid,” exploit
the public’s Malia-esque impulses,
and push through a “game change on
energy.”

“Daddy, why can’t you even men-
tion the words ‘carbon tax’?” asks
Friedman, who, according to his
Times bio, is a grown man of 57.

BP will pay dearly for its apparent
negligence, ending up poorer and
smaller as a result of the spill. Not so
with the federal government: disasters
are the health of the state.

That dynamic won’t change as long
as pundits, pols and the public
embrace the poisonous notion that the
president is America’s daddy.

Gene Healy is a vice president at
the Cato Institute and the author of
The Cult of the Presidency.

Spring Storm 
Season!

Weather Radios

BP Oil Spill: Who’s Your Daddy?

BY BETSY MCCAUGHEY
The remedy is to cut government

spending.  Opportunities

are plentiful.

Guess how long it is before the state

of New York runs out of cash? Less

than a week, according to the state’s

comptroller.

On June 1, New York is due to send

$3.8 billion in aid to local school dis-

tricts, including $2.1 billion that was

supposed to be paid in March but not

sent for lack of funds. Yet New York is

still $1 billion short. This could affect

school operations, the solvency of any

business that sells goods or services to

the state, the paychecks of state work-

ers, and ultimately home values.

At the state capitol in Albany, you

wouldn’t sense there’s a crisis. The

state senate still meets only half a

work-week, Monday evening through

Wednesday. Meanwhile, Democratic

legislators (in the majority) are shut-

tling back and forth between Albany

and the Democratic Party’s state nom-

inating convention at the Rye Town

Hilton in Westchester County, 150

miles away. 

The crowded meeting rooms and

festooned ballrooms are where you’ll

find the action. Legislators are secur-

ing their nominations for another two-

year term. Never mind that legislative

malpractice is to blame for the cash

running out. 

Legislators were supposed to vote

on a state budget by April 15. Because

of the economic downturn, tax collec-

tions fell so far short of predictions

that the state government ended last

year $8.5 billion in the red, a shortfall

that will grow to $9.2 billion by year’s

end. Gov. David Paterson has pro-

posed ways to close the gap, especial-

ly cuts in school aid of $1.1 billion,

but the legislature refused to act on

them. 

Lawmakers don’t want teachers

unions, state employee unions, and

hospital workers picketing outside

their offices, showing up at the state

party convention, and putting their re-

election prospects in peril. And so,

every Monday the legislature in

Albany votes to extend last year’s

unaffordable spending levels another

week, instead of agreeing on a budget

that cuts spending. Party now and

make all of us pay later-that’s the

game plan of politicians here and in

other states, not to mention

Washington, D.C. 

New York state Assembly Speaker

Sheldon Silver is floating a proposal

to increase income taxes on the rich.

That isn’t a realistic solution to the

state’s escalating financial woes. 

As Kathryn Wylde of the

Partnership for New York City

observes, with the expiration of the

Bush tax cuts at the end of the year,

high-income earners in New York City

will pay more than 52% of their earn-

ings to federal, state and local govern-

ment. “Does anyone really believe that

high income individuals will stick

around New York,” she asks. 

The remedy is to cut government

spending. Opportunities are plentiful. 

Between 2001 and 2009, public

school enrollment declined 4.6%,

according State Education Department

data. Yet more staff were hired, and

the fastest growing category was non-

teachers, up a staggering 26%. There’s

room to trim without hurting children.

According to the Reason

Foundation’s annual report on state

highway systems, New York ranks in

the bottom five of all 50 states in the

condition of its roads and bridges-

despite spending $407,122 per mile on

repair and maintenance, compared

with the national average of $134,535.

Reason called New York’s highway

maintenance “extremely inefficient,”

noting that work rules put too many

employees at the same work site or on

the same shovel. Those rules need to

be changed.

The average state employee earns a

whopping $92,332 total compensation

for an average workweek of 37.5

hours, according to the Empire Center

for New York State Policy (based on

figures from the state comptroller’s

office). New York’s governor has con-

trol over two-thirds of the state work

force, and he can reduce its size or

negotiate contracts more favorable to

the public.

Attorney General Andrew Cuomo,

who will be nominated as the

Democratic candidate for governor

this week, proposes a special commis-

sion to solve the state’s fiscal chal-

lenges. Like the bipartisan

Commission on Fiscal Responsibility

created by President Obama, Mr.

Cuomo’s commission is a ploy to

avoid unpopular actions until after the

fall election. But the crisis is now, and

state lawmakers are duty-bound to

solve it. 

Ms. McCaughey is the Chairman of
the Committee to Reduce Infection
Deaths and former Lt. Governor of
New York.

New York Is Almost Out Of Cash
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Adoption
Are you Pregnant?  Considering

Adoption?  A childless couple seeks to
adopt. Financial security.  Expenses
paid.  Call Christy & Sharon (ask for
michelle/adam) 1-800-790-5260.

Business Opportunity
All Cash Vending! Do you earn

$800 in a day? Your own local candy
route. Includes 25 Machines and
Candy. All for $9995. 1-888-753-
3441.

Loomix® Feed supplements is
seeking Dealers. Motivated individu-
als with cattle knowledge and commu-
nity ties. Contact Kristi @ 800-870-
0356/kboen@loomix.com to find out
if there is a Dealership opportunity in
your area.

Help Wanted
Between High School and College?

Over 18?  Drop that entry level posi-
tion. Earn what you’re worth!! Travel
w/Successful Young Business Group.
Paid Training.  Transportation,
Lodging Provided. 1-877-646-5050.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers/CDL Training - Career

Central. We Train and Employ you.
Company Drivers Up to 40k First
Year. New Team Pay! Up to .48¢/mile.
Class A CDL Training Regional
Locations! (877) 369-6810 www.cen-
traldrivingjobs.net. 

Need CDL Drivers A or B with 2 yrs
recent commercial experience to trans-
fer motor homes, straight trucks, trac-
tors and buses. www.mamotransporta-
tion.com. 1-800-501-3783.

Homes for Sale
Lot Model Closeout, 3 bdrm, 2bth

Modular homes.  Various sizes avail-
able. Buy at invoice. SAVE THOU-
SANDS  800-261-0245.  

Legal Services

Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law.  No recovery, No fee!  1-800-
259-8548.

Manufactured Homes
LAND OWNERS HOTLINE. Do

you own land or have family land?
Pick your down payment on 3 and 4
bdrm manufactured or modular
homes. FREE $1000 Furniture Pkg.
316-425-7940.

Taking Offers. Discontinued model
3 bedroom Modular. 3 bedroom
Singlewide. Huge savings. 800-375-
3 1 1 5 .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Have land? We can help you get a
home. 785-862-0321.

You Own Land or have family
land...we can help you with a 5 bed-
room double wide. 785-841-4886.

Misc.
Airlines Are Hiring - Train for high

paying Aviation Career. FAA
approved program. Financial aid if
qualified - Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. (888)248-7449.

Attend College Online from Home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal,
Accounting, Criminal Justice. Job
placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. Call
888-220-3977.

www.CenturaOnline.com.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5;

53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CONTAIN-
ERS. Camlock doors, hardwood
floors support forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430 Solomon.
www.chuckhenry.com complete web
listing, photos, specs, pricing.

Free Press Classifieds

presentation at the 2009 Midwest
Animal Science Meetings. He also has
served as a research and development
intern through the JBS United
Research Internship program, and as a
production intern with Danbred North
America. Frobose, who graduated
magna cum laude from K-State in
December 2009 with a bachelor’s in
animal sciences and industry, has
served as head coach of K-State’s Meat
Animal Evaluation Team, the assistant
coach of the Livestock Judging Team,
a member of the Collegiate Beef Quiz
Bowl national champion team and a
member of the Midwest Animal
Science Quadrathlon Competition
champion team. His many scholarships
include the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange Beef Industry Scholarship,
National Pork Producer’s Council Lois
Britt Memorial Scholarship, the
Maschhoff’s Inc. Scholarship and
internship award and the $10,000 Pork
Industry Scholarship from the Pork
Checkoff. A 2005 graduate Eastwood
High School, Frobose is the son of Dan
and Vicki Frobose, Pemberville, Ohio.

The Fulbright Program is the flag-
ship international educational
exchange program sponsored by the
U.S. government and is designed to
increase mutual understanding
between the people of the United
States and the people of other coun-
tries. The primary source of funding
for the Fulbright Program is an annual
appropriation made by the U.S.
Congress to the U.S. Department of
State, Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs. Participating govern-
ments and host institutions, corpora-
tions and foundations in foreign coun-
tries and in the United States also pro-
vide direct and indirect support.

Since its establishment in 1946, the
Fulbright Program has given approxi-
mately 300,000 students, scholars,
teachers, artists and scientists the
opportunity to study, teach and conduct
research, exchange ideas and con-
tribute to finding solutions to shared
international concerns. Fulbright recip-
ients are among more than 40,000 indi-
viduals participating in U.S.
Department of State exchange pro-
grams each year. More information on
the Fulbright Program is available at
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/home.htm
l.

Four K-Staters Are Fulbright Scholars
By Kristin Hodges
KSU News Service

A Kansas State University graduate
student and three recent K-State grad-
uates are 2010 Fulbright Scholars.

Receiving Fulbright U.S. Student
scholarships are K-State’s Amanda
Stueve, May 2010 bachelor’s graduate
in anthropology, Gardner, who is
going to Morocco; Kelsey Moran,
May 2010 bachelor’s graduate in
political science and pre-law, Hays,
who will go to Argentina; Molly
Yochim, December 2009 bachelor’s
graduate in history, Leavenworth, who
is going to Germany; and Hyatt
Frobose, master’s student in swine
nutrition and animal welfare,
Pemberville, Ohio, who will go to
Australia.

As Fulbright Scholars, the students
receive round-trip transportation,
tuition and a monthly stipend for one
academic year abroad. The Fulbright
program offers fellowships for study
abroad, research abroad or English
teaching assistantships and aims to
increase mutual understanding
between the people of the United
States and the people of other coun-
tries.

“The Fulbright will provide Kelsey,
Amanda, Molly and Hyatt with really
valuable opportunities to gain interna-
tional experience, build new relation-
ships and learn more about the global
context for their educational and
career aspirations,” said Jim
Hohenbary, K-State assistant dean for
nationally competitive scholarships.
“It is exciting to think that the
Fulbright will help K-State students
reach four different continents in
2010-11.”

K-State has had 53 Fulbright schol-
ars since 1975. Recipients are selected
on the basis of academic or profes-
sional achievement as well as leader-
ship potential. The Fulbright program
was established under legislation
introduced by late Sen. J. William

Fulbright of Arkansas and is adminis-
tered by the Institute of International
Education.

* Stueve is going to Azrou,
Morocco, to conduct ethnographic
research on identity construction. She
would like to publish the results of her
work in a journal. She chose Morocco
after studying abroad in the African
country in summer and fall 2008. A
three-year member of the K-State
Marching Band, Stueve also was a
member of the K-State Anthropology
Club, serving as president and as vice
president. A K-State Kassebaum and
Presidential scholarship recipient, she
also received the Arts and Sciences
Excellence Award and the Mark
Chapman Scholarship. She is the
daughter of Kevin and Karen Stueve,
Gardner, and a 2006 graduate of
Gardner-Edgerton High School.

* In Argentina, Moran will teach
English and volunteer in the commu-
nity. She has a secondary major in
international studies and a minor in
Spanish and plans to go to law school
to work in human rights law. Moran
has spent two summers interning at the
U.S. House Committee on Foreign
Affairs in Washington, D.C., has vol-
unteered with In-Service Ministry for
the Homeless in Washington, D.C.,
and has worked in a school for the
ministry, First Love International in
Nairobi, Kenya.

Moran also has gone abroad through
several K-State study abroad trips and
traveled to Canada, Mexico and the
United Kingdom. She was a member
of the K-State Proud Campaign
Student Advisory Board, the K-State
Student Alumni Board and was a
Student Governing Association stu-
dent senator. She has worked in K-
State’s office of new student services
and is a member of Kappa Kappa
Gamma sorority. She also is a member
of Phi Kappa Phi national honor soci-
ety, Phi Beta Kappa academic honor
society, Blue Key senior honorary and

was in the University Honors
Program. She has been named a 2010
Phi Kappa Phi Graduate Fellowship
winner. She was a Kassebaum Scholar
and Mark Chapman Scholar at K-
State. A 2006 graduate of Hays High
School, she is the daughter of Jerry
and Robba Moran, Hays.

* Yochim, who is a volunteer
English as a second language teacher
in Washington, D.C., will teach
English to German students. She also
plans to start a book club on young
adult American historical fiction. She
said the club will provide students the
opportunity to practice English out-
side of the classroom and give partici-
pants a chance to learn about each
other’s culture and history. Yochim is
a member of Phi Beta Kappa academ-
ic honorary, was a K-State Library
Ambassador and participated in a
study abroad trip to Graz, Austria, in
spring 2008. She is the daughter of
David and Loraine Yochim,
Leavenworth, and a 2005 graduate of
Leavenworth High School. After her
year in Germany, she plans to attend
graduate school and study library sci-
ence or history.

* Frobose will spend a year at the
University of Melbourne studying the
effects of immunocastration on swine
behavior and productivity, and evalu-
ating the purchasing preferences and
knowledge of agricultural production
among Australian consumers. He
plans to become an internationally
respected consultant on livestock pro-
duction practices and their effect on
the welfare and productivity of live-
stock, with an emphasis on swine. At
K-State, Frobose has been researching
the effects of mycotoxins in nursery
pig performance, the feed blending on
finishing pig performance and feed
withdrawal effects on profitability and
carcass characteristics. He had an
abstract published in the Journal of
Animal Science in 2009, and was rec-
ognized for having the best research

New Training Program At Corps
A new vocational training program

being implemented at Flint Hills Job
Corps Center will offer comprehen-
sive skills training to better meet the
ever-changing needs of the competi-
tive healthcare industry. The new
Dental Assistant training program will
launch in August. The new program
will be based on curriculum designed
to prepare Job Corps students for the
requirements of a vigorous job market
and to provide them with the skills and
knowledge needed to successfully
earn the Radiation Health and Safety
(RHS) and Infection Control Exam
(ICE) certifications. 

According to the Kansas statewide
Occupational Outlook, Dental
Assistant positions are expected to
increase by 42% over the next five
years. This percentage can be broken
down into 226 new jobs per year for a
total of 1,132 jobs over the next five
years. Dental Assistant is listed as one
of the top 10 occupations in the State
of Kansas with the highest percentage
of expected growth, indicating a high
demand for workers. 

Flint Hills Job Corps has a unique
opportunity since the center dentist,
Dr. Daniel Winter, has pledged his

support and mentoring to this pro-
gram. Dr. Winter has been very instru-
mental in helping to design an outline
for getting the Dental Assistant pro-
gram off the ground. He has pledged
his support to both the students and
instructor, and has agreed to mentor
students to assist them in gaining work
based learning experience both in the
on center dental clinic, as well as his
private practice. Dr. Winter has agreed
to provide learning opportunities using
his clinic equipment. Dr. Winter is
committed to Flint Hills Job Corps and
the center will certainly benefit from
his dedication and support. 

Center Director, Steve Reitan stated
“this new program is an example of
how industry employers & education
have come together to develop a pro-
gram to provide young people an
opportunity for job skills in a high
demand industry. This program would
not be possible without the large
amount of community employer sup-
port that we have. It’s exciting that
Flint Hills will now be one of the few
Dental Assistant programs in the coun-
try. By approving our proposal the
Department of Labor demonstrates
their continued commitment and sup-

port to training Kansas youth.”
The Dental Assistant program

establishes a model for partnership
between education, government and
industry to develop our critical work-
force requirement. This program will
allow local employers in the health-
care industry to hire young people
with the skills and motivation needed
to build infrastructure to meet the
growing demands of our nation. 

Flint Hills Job Corps is located in
Manhattan and serves Kansas youth
ages 16 – 24. Job Corps, administered
by the Department of Labor is a volun-
tary, residential training program
offering you educational, career tech-
nical and social skills training in a
variety of occupations nationwide.
Each year, Job Corps serves approxi-
mately 63,000 young people. 

For more information on Flint Hills
Job Corps Center please visit
www.fhjcc.com.

For more information on
Management & Training Corporation
please visit www.mtctrains.com.

For more information, contact:
Tauna Spain – Business &
Community Liaison (785) 564-2403
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Obamacare: 
Impact On Future Generations
By James C. Capretta 
The HeritageFoundation

President Obama and other pro-
ponents of the recently passed
health care law argue that the legis-
lation was desperately needed to
improve the nation’s health system
for both today’s citizens as well as
future generations. 

But there are many reasons to be
concerned that this new law will
instead deliver both a lower quality
health system and more costly and
burdensome government for those
paying taxes in future years.

Another Runaway Entitlement
Program 

The centerpiece of the new legis-
lation is a large-scale coverage
expansion. The Medicaid program
is expanded to cover all house-
holds with incomes up to 133 per-
cent of the federal poverty level
(FPL), and subsidized insurance is
provided for families with incomes
between 133 and 400 percent FPL.
The Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) estimates that these two
expansions will bring 34 million
people onto the federal entitlement
rolls by 2017. Moreover, by 2019,
CBO says the cost of these “cover-
age” provisions is likely to escalate
very rapidly and in line with the
rising costs of existing health enti-
tlement programs, including
Medicare.

Proponents claim that the tax
hikes and spending reductions in
the bill will be more than sufficient
to pay for the added costs of anoth-
er large expansion in federal
spending. And, in fact, CBO’s cost
estimate shows a net deficit reduc-
tion from the health-related provi-
sions of the bill at $124 billion
over the period 2010–2019.

But, for many reasons, the
impact on future taxpayers is likely
to be much more adverse than
CBO’s estimates indicate.
The True Cost of the Legislation 

Omission of the Medicare “Doc
Fix.” The Obama Administration
and leaders in Congress chose to
use all of the tax hikes and spend-
ing cuts they could find to create
another new entitlement instead of
paying for a fix for Medicare
physician fees (the so-called “doc
fix”). Under current law, those fees
are set to get cut by 21 percent in
June. The Obama Administration
wants to undo the cut permanently,
but it does not provide any offset-
ting savings. The result will be a
spending increase of between $250
billion and $400 billion over a
decade. Passing an unfinanced
“doc fix” wipes out all of the sup-
posed savings from the new legis-
lation and greatly adds to the bur-

den on future taxpayers.
The CLASS Act Gimmick. The

new health law creates a voluntary
long-term care insurance program,
called the Community Living
Assistance Services and Supports
(CLASS) Act. Those who sign up
for it must pay premiums for five
years before becoming eligible for
benefit payments. Consequently,
premiums paid by enrollees build a
small surplus—about $70 billion
over 10 years according to CBO—
which the health law’s proponents
claim as deficit reduction. But
these premiums will be needed in
short order to pay actual claims. 

Moreover, the Chief Actuary of
the Medicare program predicts that
the program will experience severe
adverse selection. When that hap-
pens, the program will either need
to dramatically cut benefits or get a
major federal bailout. Thus, not
only is it inappropriate to claim the
$70 billion in premiums as savings,
but this program will almost cer-
tainly become a huge new unfi-
nanced burden on future taxpayers.

Medicare Cuts. CBO and the
Chief Actuary for the Medicare
program have both stated that
Medicare spending cuts cannot be
counted twice—to pay for a new
entitlement expansion and to claim
that Medicare’s financial outlook
has improved. But that is exactly
what the proponents of the new
legislation do. If the Medicare cuts
and tax hikes for the hospital trust
fund (about $400 billion over 10
years, according to CBO) are used
solely to improve the capacity of
the government to pay future
Medicare claims, then the health
law becomes a massive exercise in
deficit spending. 

But the problems do not end
there. Many of the assumptions
used to build the official cost pro-
jections are likely to prove entirely
too optimistic.

Estimates of Employees
Dropped from Job-Based
Coverage. The new insurance
arrangements in the state-based
exchanges will provide massive
new subsidies to low- and moder-
ate-wage households. For instance,
at 200 percent FPL, the subsidy for
a family of four will reach nearly
$11,000 in 2014. But CBO esti-
mates that only 3 million
Americans will move from job-
based insurance into the exchanges
to take advantage of the subsidies,
even though there are about 130
million Americans under age 65
with incomes between 100 and 400
percent FPL. Douglas Holtz-Eakin
and Cameron Smith of the
American Action Forum have esti-

mated that as many as 35 million
people will be moved out of job-
based coverage and into subsidiza-
tion. If that is the case, the 10-year
cost of the coverage expansion
provisions would jump by $400
billion more.

Upward Pressure on Health Care
Inflation. If, as CBO projects,
some 30 million or more people
get heavily subsidized comprehen-
sive insurance coverage, it is cer-
tain that higher demand for servic-
es will put upward pressure on the
prices charged for those services.
Of course, in government-regulat-
ed insurance such as Medicaid, the
fees are not as flexible. But in pri-
vate plans, there is nothing to stop
the added demand from pushing
fees higher in coming years.

Arbitrary Government
Payment Rate Reductions 

The President has spoken often
of the need to “bend the cost
curve” of health care with “deliv-
ery system reform.” But the provi-
sions in Medicare aimed at chang-
ing the way doctors and hospitals
are organized and provide services
are mainly small and untested pilot
projects that are very unlikely to
fundamentally change the cost
structure of American medicine. 

The real cost-cutting in the law
comes in the form of payment rate
reductions in the Medicare pro-
gram that are applied across the
board and without regard to any
assessment of quality of the care.
The Chief Actuary of the Medicare
program believes that these cuts
will lead to large-scale abandon-
ment of Medicare by hospitals that
can no longer afford to take
patients at the government’s
below-cost rates.

The Opposite Effect 
The President and congressional

leaders have argued that a primary
benefit from the health law will be
reduced long-term budget pressure
and thus a brighter future for com-
ing generations of taxpayers. But
when the cost estimate is adjusted
for omissions, gimmicks, double-
counting, and unrealistic assump-
tions, it is clear that the new health
law will increase the burden, not
lessen it. 

One recent estimate projects the
bill will add more than $500 billion
to the deficit over the next 10 years
and $1.5 trillion in the decade fol-
lowing. And any cost-cutting that
does occur under the new law will
come in the form of arbitrary gov-
ernmental controls that will put up
barriers to care in future years.

James C. Capretta is a Fellow at
the Ethics and Public Policy
Center. 

Kansas Farm Income Above
Average For Third Straight Year

Income for Kansas farmers in
2009 was above average through
much of the state for the third year
in a row.

In its annual summary, the
Kansas Farm Management
Association reported that average
net farm income for 1,477 farms
was $104,781. 

That figure was down from
$124,617 in 2008 and $115,312 in
2007, but well above the five-year
average of $89,554. The summary
is available on the Web:
http://www.agmanager.info/kfma
and click on Executive Summary. 

The Kansas Farm Management
Association is based at Kansas
State University.

“We had a third good year in a
row,” said KFMA administrator
Kevin Herbel, who noted that
farms growing irrigated crops, par-
ticularly, fared better than some
other operations.

KFMA reports net income on an
accrual basis - adjusted for any
inventory changes between the
beginning and end of the year.
They represent the return on the
farmer´s labor, management and
investment in the operation.

Herbel acknowledged that while
the data reflect agriculture
statewide, it is not a definitive pic-
ture of all Kansas farming opera-
tions. 

About 19 percent of the KFMA-
member farms had a net loss last
year. 

About 42 percent had greater net
farm income compared with the
previous year. Herbel noted that
the type of operation, where it is
located, management decisions
and other factors all play a role in
the bottom line every year.   

“One thing that three years of
above-average net income has
made a 

difference in is liquidity,” said
Michael Langemeier, agricultural
economist with K-State Research
and Extension. “Liquidity dramati-
cally increased from 2006 to 2009.
In fact the 2006 ratio was 2.3 and
the 2009 ratio was 3.2.”

Langemeier explained that liq-
uidity refers to current assets divid-
ed by current liability.

“It´s obvious that farmers have
taken the opportunity to invest in
machinery over the last three
years,” he said. In 2008 we were
looking at crop machinery invest-
ment in the state of $152 per crop
acre compared with 2009 at $172
per acre. That´s a very large
increase that´s the result of three
good years in a row.”

As in every year, farms in some
parts of the state posted higher
income than others, Herbel said.
Operations in southwest Kansas
posted the only gain from the pre-
vious year, at $84,462 compared
with $82,605 in 2008. Net farm
income in northwest Kansas aver-
aged $117,311, down from
$144,839 in 2008, while net farm
income in north central Kansas
averaged $88,274 versus $104,516
a year earlier.

Net farm income in south central
Kansas for 2009 averaged $85,983
- a 35 percent drop from $132,575
a year earlier and northeast Kansas
net income dipped to $117,854
from $121,891 in 2008. Net farm
income in the southeast part of the
state averaged $119,381 compared
with $133,820 in 2008.

“In 2008 we had both high yields
and high commodity prices,”
Herbel said. “That led to a very
high value of crop production per
acre in 2008. In 2009, we actually
had yields that were higher in pret-
ty well all of the crops from what
they were in 2008, but we had

commodity prices that were lower
- in some cases substantially lower
than in 2008.” 

Some of the high yields and high
prices were offset by high 

production costs in 2008, he
said, noting that production costs 

stayed similar in 2009. 

Total expenses in 2009 were
similar to those in 2008, although 

individual expenses were differ-
ent, Langemeier said. 

Total seed expenses jumped 27
percent in 2009, which may be par-
tially 

explained by farmers switching
to different crops in some
instances, 

the economists said. At the same
time, fertilizer and fuel expenses 

were down in 2009, compared
with 2008.

The size of KFMA-member
farms grew 2 percent in 2009,
compared with 

the previous year, with close to
half of the farms reporting an
increase in either owned or rented
acres. 

“Profit margin for 2009 was 16
percent, down from 2008 and 2007
when 

profit margins were more than
20 percent,” Langemeier said. “But
looking at the long-term average,
16 percent is not bad at all. Long-
term is probably close to 12 per-
cent.” 

“It´s important for each farm
operator to know where they´re at
financially, and that they use their
numbers to make sound manage-
ment decisions,” Herbel said.
“Keeping records is most valuable
if you´re using them to make better
decisions.”
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