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Priceless 

Take One

By Derrick Sontag
Americans for Prosperity

What’s the difference between
Kansas and New Jersey?  One
answer that comes to mind: unlike
the comparison to our neighboring
states, Kansas has a more limited,
fiscally conservative government
than the Garden State.  Or so we
thought.   

Let’s look at the actions of the
two states over the last few
weeks.  New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie, in response to a
budget deficit approaching $11
billion, has proposed a 5 percent
reduction in state spending.  This
is a result of his campaign promise
to force government to live within
its means, a pledge that led him to
defeat an incumbent governor
(this and voters being fed up with
an excessive tax burden).   

There are some pressuring Gov.
Christie to raise taxes but he has
said that to accede to tax increases
would “kill a job market already
on life support.” He went on to
say, “Mark my words today:  if a
tax increase is sent to my desk, I’ll
veto it.”   

How do Christie’s actions com-
pare to what’s happened in
Kansas?  In response to a budget
gap of more than $500 million,
Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson
threatened to veto any budget that
hit his desk that didn’t rely on a
tax increase.  Two weeks later a
coalition of Democrats and liberal

Republicans complied with his
demands by passing the second
largest tax increase in the history
of our state, a sales tax increase
designed to fund a spending
increase of more than $200 mil-
lion.     

There have been claims the tax
increase will create economic
growth and job creation, despite a
well-respected economist’s study
indicating quite the contrary.  It’s
as if legislators are echoing the
economic growth pledges heard in
Washington D.C. when the stimu-
lus plan passed.  Instead, that D.C.
plan has led to 10 percent unem-
ployment and, according to initial
projections, will result in our GDP
being lower ten years from now
than if Congress had done nothing
at all.   

Apparently Gov. Christie and a
majority of the voters in New
Jersey understand the economic
truism of “the more you tax some-
thing the less of it you’re going to
get.”  They can point to years of
fiscally liberal practices and an
unbearable tax burden.  

So what’s the difference
between the two states?  We’ll
always have a beautiful landscape
and friendly people.  But let’s
hope New Jersey doesn’t end up
being the state with a better road to
prosperity.  

Derrick Sontag is the Kansas
state director of Americans for
Prosperity. He lives in Topeka.

Which State Is On The
Better Prosperity Road

The winners will be awarded
their prizes on Wednesday, May
19 during a reception at Riley
County EMS. The winning stu-
dents and their families have been
invited to the EMS station on
Sunset Ave. They will be able to
tour the station, tour an EMS
truck, and meet with EMS staff
members. 

All poster submissions are on
display at Manhattan Town Center
and will be hung up there until
Saturday, May 22.

Jana Broadbent
Community Relations

Coordinator
Mercy Regional Health Center
Marketing/Public Relations
1823 College Ave.
Manhattan, KS  66502
PH 785.323.6796
jana_broadbent@mercyregion-

al.org

In celebration of Emergency
Medical Service’s (EMS) Week
2010, Riley County EMS held a
poster contest for all 5th graders in
Riley County. The students were
asked to draw their interpretation
of this year’s theme: “EMS –
Anytime, Anywhere, We’ll be
there.” EMS Week is currently
underway, May 16-22, and all the
poster entries created by area stu-
dents are on display at Manhattan
Town Center.

There were 145 posters submit-
ted during this year’s contest. The
Riley County EMS staff judged all
the entries and the three winners
are:

1st Place – Jessica Crespino,
Flint Hills Christian School

2nd Place – Michaella Wahl,
Riley County Grade School

3rd Place – Shamira Dunn, Lee
Elementary

Irving Refuses To Die
Former residents, students,

teachers, friends and anyone with
connections to the former town of
Irving will gather at noon on
Memorial Day to reminisce about
their beloved town.  

Although the town itself official-
ly disbanded over 50 years ago, the
love for this little town in the beau-
tiful Blue Valley goes on yet
today.  Even though the stories of:
the great basketball teams, how big
the fish were that were caught in
the Blue, who experienced the

worst Freshman initiation, or most
topics of discussion, seem to
become enhanced as the years
pass, everyone agrees they are
proud to be from Irving, KS.  

This year’s gathering will be a
potluck dinner held in the Blue
Rapids Community Center at noon
on Memorial Day.  Those attendig
are encouraged to bring memora-
bilia they would like to show,
donate or have auctioned.  

Margaret Blaske  363-7127

Emergency Medical
Service’s Week 2010

a future date. Bonds are sold
twice a year. The total amount of
temporary notes to be sold at the
proposed May 18, 2010, sale
and included in the proposed
temporary note resolution is
$1,610,000.

FINANCING
The temporary notes are inter-

im financing for the projects
outlined above. The City is cur-
rently exploring several debt
financing options to permanent-
ly fund these obligations.

These options include making
annual payments on the tempo-
rary notes over the lives of the
notes and the issuance of 10-
year, 15-year or 20-year general
obligation bonds. Total interest
cost and mill levy impact will be
considered in making a final
decision on which option is
most economically feasible.
ALTERNATIVES

It appears the Commission
has the following alternatives
concerning the issue at hand.

The Commission may:
1. Approve accepting the best

bid for selling the notes and
approve Resolution No.
051810-A issuing $1,610,000 in
temporary notes (Series 2010-
02) to finance the two (2) proj-
ects to be debt financed.

2. Do not approve accepting
the best bid for selling the notes
nor the temporary note resolu-
tion.

3. Table accepting the best bid
for selling the notes and the tem-
porary note resolutions.
RECOMMENDATION

City Administration recom-
mends approval of accepting the
best bid for selling the notes and
approval of the proposed resolu-
tion. Approval of the temporary
note resolution will make it pos-
sible for the City to reimburse
itself for costs already incurred
for each of these two (2) proj-
ects.
POSSIBLE MOTION

Approve accepting the best
bid for selling the notes and
approve Resolution No.
051810-A issuing Temporary
Note Series No. 2010-02 in the
amount of $1,610,000 to finance
the two (2) projects to be debt
financed: Lee Mill Heights
Addition, Unit 4 Phase 1, Street
Improvements (City-at-Large)
(ST0710) and Lowery
Settlement.

City’s financial advisor, assists in
the coordination of the note sales.
The notes are typically sold to the
best bidder. The best bidder is
determined on the basis of true
interest cost. The next note sale
will take place on May 18, 2010,
at 2:00 p.m. It may be helpful to
recall that temporary notes are typ-
ically an

interim financing mechanism
that allows for improved cash
flows of City funds until the notes
can be sold as municipal bonds.
DISCUSSION

On May 18, 2010, the City
Commission will consider accept-
ing the best bid for selling the
notes and a resolution issuing tem-
porary notes (Series 2010-02) to
finance the following two (2) proj-
ects that have been previously
authorized by the City
Commission and require immedi-
ate funding:

• Lee Mill Heights Addition,
Unit 4, Phase 1, Street (City-at-
Large) $ 160,000

• Lowery Settlement 1,450,000
Series 2010-02 Total $1,610,000

These projects may be bonded at

As they say another day
another dollar. But in the case of
the City of Manhattan it is
another dollar in debt.

The City veted Tuesday night
to finance two items with tem-
porary notes. One item is for
Lee Mill Heights Street project
for $160,000.

The second item is a little
more substantial. The City must
finance the payment to settle a
lawsuit.

“The Plaintiff in that case is
Eddie James Lowery. Mr.
Lowery confessed to the rape of
an elderly Ogden woman in
1981. He later recanted his con-
fession. A jury convicted him
ofmultiple crimes. Mr. Lowery
spent 10 years in prison and was
required to register as a sex
offender. After his release from
prison, DNA tests of physical
evidence of the crime excluded
Mr. Lowery as the perpetrator of
the rape. In 2004 Mr. Lowery
filed suit in the United States
District court against the Riley
County Police Department and
several of its officers, along
with various local units of gov-
ernment, including the City of
Manhattan and Riley County,
for wrongful arrest, conviction
and incarceration.” January
2010 Memo from staff to the
City Commission.

Here is the Memo given to the
City Commission on the tempo-
rary notes:

CITY COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO

May 12, 2010
FROM: Elizabeth Peterson,

City Controller
MEETING: May 18, 2010

SUBJECT: Temporary
Note Resolution

PRESENTER: Bernie
Hayen, Director of Finance

BACKGROUND
Temporary notes are issued

for projects as soon as possible
after the contracts for the proj-
ects have been awarded so that
the City can minimize the dura-
tion of time involved in financ-
ing the initial engineering,
architectural, and other costs
from its general funds until
reimbursement is received from
the temporary note proceeds.

In order to maintain adequate
cash flows, the City schedules
four (4) temporary note sales
each year. Springsted, Inc., the

More...More...

City DebtCity Debt

Farm Bureau Committed
To KSU Scholarships

At a time when corporate lead-
ers across the country have had to
make hard decisions regarding
their continued support of various
philanthropies and charities, two
Farm Bureau entities took the idea
of creative philanthropy to heart
and engineered a new approach to
funding the Farm Bureau Civic
Leadership Scholarship at K-State.

The two organizations and their
top leaders have committed a total
of $60,000 in continued support of
the scholarship over the next three
years. 

Jim Hohmann, Chief Executive
Officer of Farm Bureau Financial
Services and his wife, Diane; Dan
Yunk, Executive Director and
Chief Executive Officer, Kansas
Farm Bureau and his wife, Cheryl;
and Steve Baccus, President of
Kansas Farm Bureau and his wife,
Patricia have all pledged personal
gifts in support of the Farm
Bureau Civic Leadership
Scholarship in addition to corpo-
rate pledges from their respective
organizations.

“We’re pleased to have this
unique opportunity to sponsor a
scholarship program that recog-
nizes, rewards and perpetuates
outstanding leadership quality and
ultimately results in improving
and strengthening our communi-
ties,” Hohmann said. “This same
spirit of service and giving is core
to the way we do business in the
communities we serve,” he added. 

The Civic Leadership
Scholarship competition was
established in 2005, and identifies
and rewards exceptional young

leaders who have demonstrated a
commitment to serving others in
their community, school or place
or worship. The continued fund-
ing will allow K-State to award
three annual scholarships to
incoming freshmen who exempli-
fy a commitment to building com-
munity and serving others. 

“This scholarship demonstrates
to K-State students the value of
being dedicated to their communi-
ties,” Yunk said. “This is a level of
leadership that we can’t afford to
back away from, just because of
an economic downturn.
Community engagement and civic
leadership are more important
than ever before.”

“The K-State Civic Leadership
Scholarship competition empha-
sizes the qualities that make our
university one of the best univer-
sities in the nation,” said Pat
Bosco, vice president for student
life and dean of students. “We are
very proud that, in addition to aca-
demic achievement, the students
at K-State are also focused on
leadership and service to their
communities. And we’re grateful
for the continued support of this
program by Farm Bureau
Financial Services and Kansas
Farm Bureau.”

Philanthropic contributions to
K-State are coordinated by the
Kansas State University
Foundation. The Foundation man-
ages fundraising efforts with
alumni, friends, corporations and
foundations to secure private sup-
port for the university.

Congressman Jerry Moran (KS-
01) and Congresswoman Lynn
Jenkins (KS-02) issued the follow-
ing statements in response to a
recent announcement by the U.S.
Commerce Department’s
Economic Development
Administration (EDA). The EDA
announced that the Manhattan
Area Chamber of Commerce will
be the recipient of a grant on
behalf of the Flint Hills Regional
Welcome Center Core Committee.

The Manhattan Area Chamber of
Commerce will conduct a regional
tourism study to determine the fea-
sibility of developing a Regional
Welcome Center along the 1-70

Moran And Jenkins Support 
New Flint Hills Welcome Center

corridor in the Flint Hills and will
develop a plan for its implementa-
tion. This will encourage and sup-
port greater tourism throughout the
Flint Hills region, which will lead
to business development and
expansion opportunities in the
Kansas hospitality industry. 

“This is good news for the Flint
Hills region and for the Kansas
economy,” said Moran. “A
Welcome Center located in the
Flint Hills will not only help pre-
serve this unique and beautiful
landscape for generations to come,
but it will also support Kansas
businesses and let visitors to our
state experience Kansas hospitali-

ty.”
“I often tell my colleagues in

Congress that the Flint Hills are
God’s Country. But they are not
only an ecological treasure, they
also hold great potential for eco-
nomic growth,” said Jenkins. “A
new Flint Hills Welcome Center to
encourage and promote increased
tourism to this beautiful part of
America will serve a critical role in
generating economic growth in
Kansas and in preserving the tall-
grass prairie.”

“This important EDA funding
will allow the Flint Hills Regional
Welcome Center Core Committee,
along with the Flint Hills Tourism
Coalition, to build tourism in a
unique and beautiful area of our
nation, and to benefit businesses
that will serve visitors to the Flint
Hills region,” said Karen Hibbard,
Vice President of the Manhattan
Area Chamber of Commerce.

The Flint Hills region of Kansas
and Oklahoma contains the world’s
largest share of remaining tallgrass
prairie, and is the only place where
that habitat exists in landscape pro-
portions. Only four percent of
North America’s pre-settlement
tallgrass prairie survives to this
day, and 80 percent is located in
Kansas.

Mayor Bruce Snead
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Since 1942       8838 Quail Lane, Manhat tan

We specialize in doing new construction,
kitchen and bath remodels, furnace, air
conditioner and geothermal installs, water
heaters, Northstar water softeners, Pex tub-
ing, galvanized water line change outs, and
repairs on all models of furnaces and air
condtioners.

Call for your free estimate on replacements

32 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINKS

79 CENTS

BEST GAS PRICES IN TOWN

WE CARRY ETHENOL

SNICKERS 2 FOR $1.25
___________________________________________

Marlboro: Pack: $4.65 - Carton: $44.99

Winston: Pack $4.29 - Carton: $40.99

Camel: Pack $4.43 - Carton: $42.49

Pall Mall:Pack $3.39 - Carton: $32.99

Liggett $3.72 - Carton $35.99
- Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice -

Special: Marlboro 3 Pack - $13.50

Camel 3 Pack - $12.75

Liggett 3Pack - $10.95

Fresh DONUTS
Every Morning!!

Check Our U-Haul Prices 

Reserve Your

U-Hall 

323-0307 or 539-2827

RODS • SHADES • DRAPERIES • BLINDS

FABRIC BY THE YARD

IN HOME CLEANING OF FABRIC WINDOW COVERINGS

Phone (785) 537-4260 317 Poyntz

Toll Free - 1-800-515-9478 Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Drapery World and Blinds
Tom Deaver

“We measure and install”

and “Brighten insides”

99 cents

Happy 

Hours:
2 - 5 p.m.

32 oz. Fountain Drinks 

69 cents

Reserve Your 
U-Hall

323-0307 or 539-2827

Open Monday - Saturday 9-5
Open Sunday 1-4

TTTaayy lloorr ’’ss   FFaammii llyy   HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday Thru Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or Marianne

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE

MANHATTAN, KS  66502

Serving your
insurance

needs BEST

(785)539-7576

   Independent
  Insurance
Agent

Obituaries

Wamego- Barbara A. Russell,
86, of Manhattan, Kansas, and
also a resident of Valley Vista
Good Samaritan Center of
Wamego, passed away Sunday,
May 16, 2010 at Wamego City
Hospital.

Barbara was born March 4,
1924 in Wayside, Kansas the
daughter of Edwin and Ester
(Stewart) Defenbaugh.  She gradu-
ated from Independence High
School and attended Kansas State
University.  She married Lorren J.
Marker in 1945, he preceded her
in 1984.  She then married Dennis
Russell in 1992, he also preceded

her in death in 2002.
She was mostly a homemaker,

and also worked as the manager of
the Manhattan Hallmark store for
several years, a local craft supply
store and also worked as a season-
al employee at Yellowstone
National Park for five years.
Barbara was also a member of the
Epsilon Sigma Alpha philanthrop-
ic sorority. She enjoyed dancing,
traveling, working in her garden,
doing arts and crafts, collecting
antiques, and especially her time
with her family.

Her survivors include two
daughters, Susan Rosencutter and
her husband Tommy, of Craig,
CO, Connie Grant and fiancée
Abner, of Topeka, KS; two sons,

Doug Marker and his wife Terry, of
Manhattan, KS, Todd Marker and
wife Jamiee, of Olsburg, KS; nine
grandchildren and 14 great-grand-
children.

A graveside funeral service will
be held at 1:00 p.m. Thursday, May
20, 2010 at the Harrisonville
Cemetery south of Independence,
KS.  A visitation will be held at the
Stewart Funeral Home of Wamego
from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 19.  In lieu of
flowers, memorials are suggested
to the Valley Vista Good Samaritan
Center, and may be left in care of
the Stewart Funeral Home of
Wamego, P.O. Box 48, Wamego,
KS 66547.  Online condolences
may be left for the family at
www.stewartfuneralhomes.com.

Barbara Russell

Juan M. “Mex” Besa, age 49,
died Monday, May 17, 2010 at his
residence.

He was born on December 12,
1960 in Manhattan, KS the son of
Rudy and Carolyn (Fortner) Besa.
He attended Manhattan schools all
of his life and graduated from
Manhattan High in 1979. He later
graduated from Manhattan Area
Vocational College. Juan was the
sheet metal and fabricator for
Bob’s Heating and Air for many
years.

On March 26, 1983, he was
united in marriage to his high
school sweetheart: Lacy Ferguson
in Manhattan, KS. This union was
blessed with two children: Tamara
and Jesse.

Mex enjoyed making custom

knives from antlers, fishing, hunt-
ing, roasting hogs, grilling and he
was a huge fan of the Dallas
Cowboys. He also loved spending
time with his family and friends
around the campfire and was
anticipating the arrival of his first
grandchild: Breighton Tyler Besa
in September.

He was preceded in death by a
son in 1983. 

Survivors include his wife: Lacy
of the home; daughter: Tamara
Besa of Manhattan, KS; son: Jesse
Besa and Shanell of Wamego; par-
ents: Rudy & Carolyn Besa of
Manhattan; sister: Brenda Emory
and Gilbert of New Cambria, KS;
brother: Greg Besa and Nancy of
Overland Park, KS; Brother: Tony
Fortner and Kathie of
Morganville, KS and sister: Petra
Harris and Mark of Cuba, MO;
parents-in-law: Lynn and Calvin
Cumbie of St. George. He is also

survived by many nieces, nephews
and friends.

Funeral Services will be at
10:00 a.m. on Thursday May 20,
2010 at the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
Kansas with Reverend Diana
Chapel officiating. Burial will fol-
low in the Valley View Memorial
Gardens Cemetery, Manhattan,
KS.

The family greeted friends from
6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on
Wednesday at the funeral home.

Memorial contributions may be
made in his name in care of the
Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home 1616 Poyntz
Avenue, Manhattan, KS 66502.

On-line condolences may be left
for the family through the funeral
home website at: www.ymlfuneral-
home.com.

Juan “Mex” Besa

Doris D. Utermoehlen, 85,
Manhattan, KS passed away
Saturday, May 15, 2010 in the
Mercy Regional Health Center,
Manhattan.

She was born June 28, 1924 at
Lebanon, KS, eight miles from the
geographic center of the 48 states,
the daughter of Roy Russell Myers
and Mabel Ann Mannering Myers.
She grew up in Lebanon, where
she attended the local schools and
was a 1942 graduate of the
Lebanon High School.  She was a
graduate of the Browne Macke
Business School in Salina and in
1948 received her B.S. Degree in
Business Administration from
Kansas State University.

She was married to Ralph E.
Utermoehlen on February 1, 1948
at Manhattan.  He preceded her in
death on June 3, 2007.

Mrs. Utermoehlen worked as a

secretary while living in St.
Joseph, MO and Lawrence, KS.
After moving to Manhattan in
1974, she worked as a secretary at
the First Lutheran Church and for
10 years worked as a secretary and
receptionist in the Payroll Office
at KSU.  She retired in 1992.

She was a member of the
College Avenue United Methodist
Church, the St. Mary’s Hospital
Auxiliary, Meals on Wheels,
AARP, Pearce-Keller American
Legion Post No. 17 Auxiliary and
the Red Hat Society.  Mrs.
Utermoehlen, along with her hus-
band, Ralph, helped in the found-
ing of the Manhattan Dance Club
and they traveled extensively
attending polka dances.  She was
an avid Lady Head Vase Collector.

In addition to her husband, Mrs.
Utermoehlen was preceded in
death by a son, Thomas E.
Utermoehlen on January 9, 2009;
her parents; and two brothers,
Archie Myers and Russell Myers.

Survivors include a daughter,
Brenda J. Galati, and her husband,
Phil, Florissant, MO; a son, Randy
R. Utermoehlen, and his wife,
Wanda, Jefferson City, MO; three
grandchildren, Michael D.
Heckman, Michelle R. Heckman
and Jamie L. Tackitt; and six great
grandchildren.

Funeral services was held at
10:00 a.m., Wednesday, May 19,
2010 in the Irvin-Parkview Funeral
Home, Manhattan with the Rev.
Larry Fry officiating.  Burial will
follow in the Sunrise Cemetery,
Manhattan.

The family of Mrs. Utermoehlen
received friends from 7 until 8:30
p.m., Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at the
funeral home.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the K-State Alumni
Association or the Lebanon
Alumni Association and left in care
of the funeral home.  Online con-
dolences can be sent to www.irvin-
parkview.com.

Dons Utermoehlen

Laureston Van Withee of
Manhattan died May 15, 2010, in
Meadowlark Hills Health Care
Center surrounded by his family,
following a long battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.  A Professor
Emeritus of Agronomy at Kansas
State University, he was 89 years
old.  

Van was born February 4, 1921,
in Damariscotta, Maine, the son of
Frank Eugene and Betsy Maria
(Byard) Withee.  He grew up in
South Hamilton, Massachusetts,
and graduated from Hamilton
High School in 1938.  He attended
Kansas State Teachers College in
Emporia from 1938 to 1942.  He
paid for his education during this
time by working summers with
harvest crews in Kansas, and as a
carpenter’s assistant in
Washington, DC, working on the
construction of the Pentagon. He
enlisted in the Army Air Corps in
July of 1942, served as an airplane
instrument mechanic, and was
honorably discharged in
November 1945 with the rank of
Staff Sergeant.  

Van’s professional career repre-
sents more than 40 years of edu-
cating a world wide community
about soils management and con-
servation.  The initial step in this
journey came with his return to
college to earn a B.S. degree in
Agronomy from Kansas State
University in 1947.  His first job
was as a Soil Conservationist for
the Soil Conservation Service in
El Dorado, Kansas and later in
Parsons, Kansas.  He returned to
college and earned a M.S. degree
at the University of Nebraska in
1952 and then became an associate
county agent in Lancaster County,
Nebraska, educating farmers in
applying conservation practices.

In 1953 Van joined the Garden
City Experiment Station where he
operated the soil testing laboratory
and studied soil salinity problems.
In 1956 he returned to the KSU
campus in Manhattan, pursued the
Ph.D. degree in agronomy and
taught soil management and mois-
ture conservation.  Upon comple-
tion of his degree in 1963 he
became an assistant professor of
agronomy.  He continued his

teaching, advised students and
trained Peace Corps volunteers.  

In 1966 Van and his wife and
five children moved to Nigeria for
two years where he served as
assistant dean for the Faculty of
Agriculture at Ahmadu Bello
University in Zaria.  He returned
to the KSU faculty and became
Professor and Assistant Head for
Instruction in the agronomy
department.  He served as
President of Faculty Senate in
1982-1983.   

Foreign agronomy assignments
were of particular interest to Van.
He contributed to projects in
Brazil, Botswana, the Dominican
Republic, Morocco, Niger and the
Gambia.  His last four years before
retirement were spent traveling to
Botswana to review and evaluate
projects that he helped establish
there in support of the
International Sorghum and Millet
studies and farming systems
research and extension.

He retired from KSU in 1988 as
Professor Emeritus of Agronomy.
His early retirement years were
devoted to educational projects
and programs on the Konza Prairie
as a member of the first team of
docents.  He also enjoyed golf and
continued to play as long as his
health allowed.

While a student in Emporia, Van
met his future wife, Barbara E.
Ramsdale of Norwich, Kansas;
they were married on February 26,
1944, in Washington, DC.  In addi-
tion to his wife he is survived by
five children:  Anne Burton and
her husband Richard of Ocean,
NJ; Susan Withee of Manhattan,
KS; Jane Hebert and her husband
Damien of rural Morris County,
KS; Nancy Knorp and her husband
Rick of Riley, KS; and John
Withee and his wife Michelle of
Scottsdale, AZ; seven grandchil-
dren: Tom and Mike Vincent; Ben
Burton; Sarah Knorp; Madeleine,
Grant, and James Withee; and two
step-grandchildren: Jessica Knorp
Edson and Eric Hebert.  Van was
preceded in death by a son,
Thomas Nathan Withee, by his
parents, by his brother H. Eugene
Withee, and by his sister Salome
Cowan.  

A memorial service was held at
10:30 a.m., Wednesday, May 19,
at the First Congregational United

Church of Christ at Juliette and
Poyntz Avenues in Manhattan,
with the Reverend Dr. Patty
Brown-Barnett officiating.  The
family greeted friends following
the service.  A private graveside
service will be held Thursday, May
20, at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery near
Norwich, Kansas. 

Online condolences may be left
for the family through the funeral
home website at www.ymlfuneral-
home.com.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the KSU Foundation and
should be designated for the
Agronomy International
Lectureship Fund.  Contributions
may be left in care of the
Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home, 1616 Poyntz
Avenue, Manhattan, KS 66502.       

Van Whithee
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5004 Murry Road
Manhattan, Kansas 66503

(785) 776-1111

On Site Manager - Good Security Fence
Open 7 Days

All Sizes - Competitive Prices

DO YOU NEED TO GET AROUND TOWN? 
         CALL THE aTa Bus TODAY! 

    537-6345 
             GENERAL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

                    FOR THE MANHATTAN-RILEY COUNTY AREA 
                

This Project Funded in Part by the KDOT Public Transit Program 

SELF STORAGE
(785)313-7777

Protection You Can Count On

4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503

Landmark

Kansas State Receives 
$1.5 Million To Study Bacteria

By: Stephanie Jacques
KSU News Service
Antibiotic-resistant bacteria are

becoming a growing problem
around the world, and are a partic-
ular worry in hospital-acquired
infections.

"In U.S. hospitals today there
are reported to be upward of 2.5
million infections annually for
people who came to a hospital to
be treated for one thing, but before
they are sent home they've
acquired a secondary infection,"
said Lynn Hancock, assistant pro-
fessor in the Division of Biology
at Kansas State University.

Hancock was awarded nearly
$1.5 million for the next five years
from the National Institutes of
Health, Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, to investigate
the antibiotic resistance of entero-
cocci, a type of bacteria common-
ly found in hospitals.

Hancock said 10 to 12 percent
of hospital-acquired infections,
called nosocomial infections, are
from enterococcus. Although not
as severe or as numerous as the
more commonly known staph
infection, doctors are running out
of therapeutic options for entero-
coccal infections.

"Some are resistant to just about
every antibiotic we can throw at
them and we are going to reach an
era that many doctors and scien-
tists think will be similar to the
pre-antibiotic era, when we didn't
have any way to really treat an
infection," Hancock said. "Sadly,

we don't do an adequate job of
reporting the cause of death from
infection; in many cases it is sim-
ply reported as complications from
surgery."

On paper the numbers seem
impersonal. However, Hancock
has young children and has
become fully aware of the possi-
bility that they will grow up in a
world that is teeming with antibi-
otic-resistant bacteria.

"As a father with young kids
you worry about what they might
get exposed to at school," Hancock
said. "Not just enterococci but
many other bacteria are evolving
resistance to antibiotics, and if the
most suitable antibiotic is not
working anymore, it just prolongs
the process of trying to overcome
the infection."

Although enterococci are natu-
rally found in the intestinal tract,
outside the intestinal walls they
can cause endocarditis, meningitis
or bladder, prostate and urinary-
tract infections, Hancock said.
Routine hospital procedures also
can facilitate the transmission of
bacteria from patient to patient.

Under normal circumstances
these infections could be eliminat-
ed by using antibiotics.
Enterococci, however, like many
other types of bacteria, have devel-
oped the ability to form 3-D tower-
like structures called biofilms,
Hancock said. The formation of
the biofilm enables the bacterial
cells to cluster together, resisting
both antibiotic penetration and the

host's immune system.
"The biofilm creates a lifestyle

that really enhances survival of the
bacteria, both within the patient
and out in the environment, even
on common medical devices such
as catheters and stents," Hancock
said.

Hancock's initial investigations
have shown that within the com-
munity of bacteria certain cells are
targeted for death using specific
signals. Once the cell dies, the
DNA from that dead cell is used as
a matrix for the rest of the commu-
nity, as bacterial cells assemble to
form the biofilms.

"The focus of our research is to
better understand what factors the
bacteria use to structure them-
selves into communities like
biofilms. The hope is that if we can
identify the important factors that
mediate the biofilm process, we
can therapeutically target and dis-
rupt these structures," Hancock
said. "For example, if we could
disrupt the signaling between bac-
terial cells, then they'll never be
able to communicate to form and
establish a biofilm."

The grant from the National
Institutes of Health will give
Hancock the resources for salaries,
supplies and equipment that are
necessary to carry out his research.
He hopes that in the coming years
the findings in his lab will lead to
additional treatment options to
allow clinicians to cure infections
caused by a highly antibiotic-resis-
tant bacterium.

Kansas Profile - Now That´s Rural: 

Phil Brokenicky - New Horizons RV
By Ron Wilson, director of the
Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development at
Kansas State University.

What’s on the cover? Let’s look
at the cover of the October 2009
Trailer Life magazine, which fea-
tures a new trailer line from an RV
company in Kansas. But it wasn’t
the first time this producer of high
quality RVs has made the cover –
in fact, this company has made the
cover three times in the last five
years. It’s today’s Kansas Profile.

Phil Brokenicky is owner and
CEO of New Horizons RV in
Junction City, Kan. Phil comes
from rural roots. He grew up at the
rural community of Blue Rapids,
Kansas, population 1,073 people.
Now, that’s rural. His father ran
the hardware store there.

“One day a farmer came in and
bought a replacement cord for an
iron or something,” Phil said.
“The customer only paid 79 cents,
but he said to my dad, ‘That
includes installation, doesn’t it?’
My dad didn’t bat an eye and just
said, ‘You bet it does’ and pro-
ceeded to do it. I learned a lot
about customer service from my
dad.”

That emphasis on excellent cus-
tomer service would serve Phil
well. After getting an MBA from
K-State, Phil had a successful
banking and finance career.

One day a friend of Phil’s
encouraged him to look at an RV
company in Junction City. This
friend had taken a truck there,
found that the 72-year-old owner
was wanting to sell, and saw great
potential in the business. In 2002,
Phil bought the company, and now
his entire family is involved.

Today, New Horizons RV pro-
duces what became the top-ranked
travel trailer in America for ten
consecutive years.

New Horizons RV produces top
quality, fifth wheel towable trail-
ers, sells four other lines and
offers a service facility.

RV sales crashed during the
economic downturn. Yet when
New Horizons employees had
extra time, Phil saw the opportuni-
ty to use that time to create a
whole new line of trailers. New
Horizons built a new series of
trailers on a wider chassis than
they had used previously. The new
series is called Majestic – and it is
absolutely gorgeous.

The features on these RVs are
amazing. These are targeted to
people who are “fulltiming” – that
is, have retired and travel full-time
in their RVs. These vehicles liter-
ally have all the comforts of
home, including wide screen TVs,
microwave ovens, real wood cabi-
nets, and much, much more.  Phil
said, “Karen and I have built eight
homes in our 39 years of married
life.” Their experience in interior
decorating has come in handy.

Some of their RVs include a
Moto-Mover – also called a toy
hauler -- which is a space at the
back in which motorcycles, bikes,
or four-wheelers can ride along

too. Other options include side-
mounted video cameras to assist
driver vision in traffic or while
backing.

At New Horizons RV, Phil
Brokenicky emphasizes excellent
customer service, a safe work
environment, and high quality
production. Sales are direct from
the factory.

“Typically a customer will
spend a couple of days with us,
taking a tour and designing floor
plans for their RV,” Phil said.
There are four décor packages
from which to choose. New
Horizons will work with cus-
tomers to custom-design the RV
just for them.

The quality of the workmanship
is superior. “The typical RV has
just 170 man-hours in production.
Ours have 2,000 man hours,” Phil
said. The craftsmanship shows, in
the fine cabinetry, for example.

New Horizons RV serves cus-
tomers across the nation. Phil
said, “We’re much better known
on the coasts than we are around
here.” On the day I visited, there
were customers picking up RVs
from New York, Wisconsin, and
Washingon State. For more infor-
mation, go to
www.horizonsrv.com.

What’s on the cover? New
Horizons RV of Junction City,
Kansas has been on the cover of
the leading industry magazine for
three times in the past five years.
More importantly, the company
has produced the top-ranked RV
in the nation for ten consecutive
years. We salute Phil Brokenicky
and all those involved with New
Horizons RV for making a differ-
ence with their entrepreneurship
and emphasis on quality. It makes
a fun story to cover.

Ron Wilson

http://www.dremmanhattan.com/
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The holiday known today as
Memorial Day actually began as
Decoration Day and was designed to
honor military personnel of the
American Civil War, according to Don
Mrozek, professor of history at Kansas
State University.

Mrozek, who also is a faculty mem-
ber of K-State's Institute for Military
History and 20th Century Studies, is a
specialist in American military history,
with particular interests in civil-mili-
tary relations, the interplay between
societal development and military
institutions, American notions about
the nature of war and aspects of
American military aviation.

Decoration Day, as it was called in
the 1800s, was first observed national-
ly May 30, 1868, Mrozek said. Like
similar practices of today, the tombs of
fallen Union soldiers were decorated in
remembrance. Over time it became
associated with World War I, which is
where the significance of the red
poppy flower originates, he said.

"Some of the fields in which the bat-
tles took place in World War I had
extensive areas of poppy flowers, so
sometimes, even now -- but certainly
in the previous decades -- there would
be the sale of poppy flowers as a way
of raising money to help care for veter-
ans of past wars," Mrozek said.

The day became known as
Memorial Day in the post-World War

II era as a way to honor all of those
individuals associated with all past
American wars, Mrozek said.

One of the more popular sights on
Memorial Day is the American flag
flying at half-staff. Mrozek said prac-
tices like this one and the singing of the
national anthem at various events are
part of what many historians call a
patriotic revival that peaked in the
1930s and during the years of World
War II. In 1923 the American Legion
led a group of various organizations,
including the Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts, in establishing approved prac-
tices for handling of the American flag,
and the specification of flying the flag
at half-staff until noon on Memorial
Day derives from this venture, accord-
ing to Mrozek.

One of the most interesting ways to
honor members of the military on
Memorial Day does not have to
involve any narrative, as silence can be
extremely powerful, Mrozek said. For
example, he said that at various memo-
rial sites throughout the U.S. visitors
will often see a member of the armed
forces standing vigil over the site. The
completely still and silent soldier con-
veys respect and honor without the use
of words.

"The focus on things that do not nec-
essarily include a lot of speeches, such
as the eloquence of someone standing
vigil in honor of those individuals,

shows how our memorials have
changed throughout the years from
memorializing the war to memorializ-
ing the people," Mrozek said.

Monuments, such as the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial, have changed the
way people view wars and those sol-
diers involved in them, Mrozek said.
There is no place on the Vietnam
Memorial where there is narrative that
describes the war – it is meant entirely
to focus on the individuals who died.
Mrozek said this helps to convey a
sense of connection.

"The black granite, mirrored and
polished surface reflects your own
image as you are reading through the
names of those who died," Mrozek
said. "That wall is a physical object
that connects you with these fallen sol-
diers."

Mrozek describes this connection
with the idea of compassion versus
pity. He said in compassion, you can
actually understand yourself in that
person's place, or you can understand
yourself in the place of their families,
which is a big part of memorialization.

Another tradition that has become
more mainstream, Mrozek said, is for
people to personalize these public
monuments. Family members often
bring photographs, flowers and person-
al items to these memorials and place
them under the name of their loved
one, he said.

Honoring Those Who Have Served
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Thoughts From The Prairie
World in Chaos

Reading the headlines these days is like
reading a supermarket tabloid! The stock
markets of the world are teetering on a
knife’s edge and a minor glitch can cause
the market to spiral out of control. Dick
Morris reports that Greece owes $400 bil-
lion, Portugal owes $175 billion, Italy owes
$2 trillion, and Spain owes $819 billion.
And we don’t know yet what our debt is
from recent bills and bailouts. Good grief!  

Then May 18th Reuters reported that
more than 2,000 people around the world
are dying from armed violence each day and
the UN wants a treaty, which our adminis-
tration favors, to regulate weapons. Out
here on the Prairie we’d say, “That’s like
whistling into the wind,” for on May 14th
the New Your Times reported a series of
school attacks in China. “These incidents
are reflective of widespread and rapidly ris-
ing social anxieties…in the Chinese society
today. It was the fifth attack since March, all
involving middle-aged men using knives,
cleavers or tools…” Really, no guns?

On May 13th the Manhattan Free Press
carried an article by the CATO Institute that
reveals a hidden provision in the Healthcare
bill totally unrelated to healthcare that
requires reporting procedures that will dev-
astate small businesses. Clark Blockcolsky,
owner of Blue Valley Electric in Oldsburg,
exclaimed, “It will destroy our business!” 

May 17th Drew Zahn, wrote that, “Buried
in the recently passed health-care reform
bill is a new law…that is responsible for
Obamacare’s first casualties: a reported 60
physician-owned hospitals…are now ‘virtu-
ally destroyed,’…Another 200-plus doctor-
owned hospitals may soon be put out of
business by the health-care reform law.” 

On top of all this, Jerome R. Corsi report-
ed May 17, 2010, that at the Heartland
Institute’s Fourth International Conference
on Climate Change in Chicago, Habibullo
Abdussamatov, the head of space research
at St. Petersburg’s Pulkovo Astronomical
Observatory in Russia predicted, “A new
‘Little Ice Age’ could begin in just four
years.” Whoa! Did we overdo the CO2
reduction and get it too low?

On May 13th David Brooks, in an op-ed
for WND, wrote, “If you’re elected presi-
dent or prime minister in…any country in
the developed world today, you’re faced
with the same set of challenges: to reduce
national deficits…to trim the welfare
state…to enact brutally painful meas-
ures…The chances that the world’s leaders
are going to be able to do these things suc-
cessfully are between slim and none.” Alan
Caruba in the Canadian Press echoed this
pessimistic outlook, writing that, “The
much vaunted ‘globalization’ has masked
the reality that individual nations must act
responsibly or pay the price. History does
not forecast a good outcome.”

You have heard the expression, “These
are the time that try men’s souls.” But there
is more to the quote. On December 23,
1776, Thomas Paine published the first in a

series called “The Crisis.” General
Washington found the first essay so inspir-
ing, he ordered that it be read to the troops
at Valley Forge. “THESE are the times that
try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the
sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink
from the service of their country; but he that
stands by it now, deserves the love and
thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like
hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have
this consolation with us, that the harder the
conflict, the more glorious the triumph.”

The glorious triumph is also the focus of
recent books by Dr, David Jeremiah. In
“What in the World is Going On?” Dr.
Jeremiah chronicled world events for the
past several decades, including the forma-
tion of Israel in 1948, the redistribution of
wealth through oil, the catastrophic events
in Nature, and the rise of radical Islam.
Jeremiah made a side-by-side comparison
of these events and prophesies from the Old
and New Testaments and claims there is a
perfect correlation.

Although there is no obvious mention of
America in these prophecies, Dr. Jeremiah
believes the sovereignty of God was the pri-
mary force in our founding, writing that,
“America was founded and its government
established by people who honored God and
His word” and believes there is evidence
“that God has had a plan for this nation in
redemptive history.” Just as foreseen by
Thomas Paine, Dr. Jeremiah wrote about a
“more glorious triumph” in “Living With
Confidence in a Chaotic World” claiming
that, “In the power and love of Almighty
God, we can live with confidence in an age
of chaos.” He cited the exhortation by Jesus
who summarized the future events as
recorded by Luke and declared when these
things happen it is time to “Look up!” 

A glorious triumph it will be for America
when patriots act responsibly, look up and
restore our Covenant and our Constitutional
Republic! Remember in November! 

Dick Miller

“Conscience of Kansas”
Roman Polanski, Pay Your Debt to Society
From the frills of the 2010 Cannes Film

Festival, liberal elites from around the world
stand in defense of convicted sex offender
Roman Polanski. Polanski was charged and con-
victed in the late 1970s of having sexual inter-
course with a 13-year-old girl and then fled the
U.S. before his sentencing. Living as a fugitive
from justice in the non-extraditing country of
France, Polanski has continued with his film-
making career until recently traveling to receive
movie awards in Switzerland, where he was held
on house arrest pending a potential transfer back
to the U.S. for sentencing on his 1970s sex
crime. As additional allegations of sexual mis-
conduct are being leveled at the filmmaker, just
what should be the emphasis of the Polanski
story? 

Unfortunately, this story is not about criminals
that take the innocence from children and the tri-
umphs and failures of the criminal justice system
in penalizing such activities. In reality, the
Polanski story is about the continual battle for
supremacy between the liberal and conservative
ideologies in the modern world. The United
States, being framed with conservative values,
has a criminal justice system, even with all its
imperfections, that is constructed on the concept
of personal accountability. Within our ideologi-
cal system, Roman Polanski had not paid his
debt to society when he fled to felon-friendly
France. It is as simple as that. 

However, to the liberal mind, personal
accountability is much more negotiable, and
some find more than enough “wiggle room”
when it comes to what truly is punishment for
Polanski’s crimes. The Associated Press reports
that actor Woody Allen told a French radio sta-
tion, “It’s something that happened many years
ago... He has suffered.... He has paid his due.”
Allen further stated, “He’s an artist, he’s a nice
person, he did something wrong and he paid for
it. They (his critics) are not happy unless he pays
the rest of his life.” Woody Allen’s words are
painful to hear for more reasons than the obvious
fact that this actor’s life has had more immoral
outgrowths than a soiled Petri dish left out in the
summer sun. Allen’s defense of Polanski marks
the total disconnect that modern liberals have
from accountability.

It should be stated that Hollywood and
European liberals alike follow the same mindset
as Woody Allen that Polanski is more victim than
criminal. To these disconnected liberals, prima-

facie evidence of Polanski’s suffering is apparent
to them because in hiding from his sentence in
the U.S., he has been denied total freedom to
travel. I guess it is true that the filmmaker has
been denied the penthouses and fancy cars of
America and has been reduced to merely basking
in the penthouses and fancy cars of other coun-
tries. Allen highlights the liberal mentality that
Polanski’s time-evading justice mitigates the
crime itself as well as the fact that this felon is a
nice guy who has a talent for making movies.
When it comes to the court’s sentencing for sex
crimes with a 13-year-old girl versus the film-
maker’s continued freedom, liberals judge the
debt to society as being paid in full. This is
shameful.

If you share this moral relativistic view you
are not alone, but make no mistake, you would be
a liberal. Personal accountability dictates that
Polanski must pay his debt to society as would
any other non-award winner. You can pity the
downfall of a talented soul. I do, as Polanski’s
film “Rosemary’s Baby” is still one of my classic
favorites. I recommend this fine film to as many
eager eyes as possible. Who knows, maybe they
still have a movie night in prison and the film-
maker can share a few special insights with fel-
low inmates as he squares his debt with society.

Paul A. Ibbetson is a published author, lectur-
er, and radio host. He can be contacted at ibbet-
son91.9@gmail.com.               
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The dignity and stability of govern-
ment in all its branches, the morals of
the people, and every blessing of soci-
ety depend so much upon an upright
and skillful administration of justice,
that the judicial power ought to be dis-
tinct from both the legislative and
executive, and independent upon both,
that so it may be a check upon both, as
both should be checks upon that. The
judges, therefore, should be always
men of learning and experience in the
laws, of exemplary morals, great
patience, calmness, coolness, and
attention. Their minds should not be
distracted with jarring interests; they
should not be dependent upon any
man, or body of men. To these ends,
they should hold estates for life in their
offices; or, in other words, their com-
missions should be during good behav-
ior, and their salaries ascertained and
established by law. For misbehavior,
the grand inquest of the colony, the
house of representatives, should
impeach them before the governor and
council, where they should have time
and opportunity to make their defence;
but, if convicted, should be removed
from their offices, and subjected to
such other punishment as shall be

thought proper. 
A militia law, requiring all men, or

with very few exceptions besides cases
of conscience, to be provided with
arms and ammunition, to be trained at
certain seasons; and requiring counties,
towns, or other small districts, to be
provided with public stocks of ammu-
nition and entrenching utensils, and
with some settled plans for transport-
ing provisions after the militia, when
marched to defend their country
against sudden invasions; and requir-
ing certain districts to be provided with
field-pieces, companies of matrosses,
and perhaps some regiments of light-
horse, is always a wise institution, and,
in the present circumstances of our
country, indispensable. 

Laws for the liberal education of
youth, especially of the lower class of
people, are so extremely wise and use-
ful, that, to a humane and generous
mind, no expense for this purpose
would be thought extravagant. 

The very mention of sumptuary laws
will excite a smile. Whether our coun-
trymen have wisdom and virtue
enough to submit to them, I know not;
but the happiness of the people might
be greatly promoted by them, and a
revenue saved sufficient to carry on
this war forever. Frugality is a great
revenue, besides curing us of vanities,
levities, and fopperies, which are real
antidotes to all great, manly, and war-
like virtues. 

But must not all commissions run in
the name of a king? No. Why may they
not as well run thus, “The colony of to
A. B. greeting,” and be tested by the
governor? 

Why may not writs, instead of run-
ning in the name of the king, run thus,

“The colony of to the sheriff,” &c., and
be tested by the chief justice? 

Why may not indictments conclude,
“against the peace of the colony of and
the dignity of the same?” 

A constitution founded on these
principles introduces know ledge
among the people, and inspires them
with a conscious dignity becoming
freemen; a general emulation takes
place, which causes good humor,
sociability, good manners, and good
morals to be general. That elevation of
sentiment inspired by such a govern-
ment, makes the common people brave
and enterprising. That ambition which
is inspired by it makes them sober,
industrious, and frugal. You will find
among them some elegance, perhaps,
but more solidity; a little pleasure, but
a great deal of business; some polite-
ness, but more civility. If you compare
such a country with the regions of
domination, whether monarchical or
aristocratical, you will fancy yourself
in Arcadia or Elysium. 

If the colonies should assume gov-
ernments separately, they should be
left entirely to their own choice of the
forms; and if a continental constitution
should be formed, it should be a con-
gress, containing a fair and adequate
representation of the colonies, and its
authority should sacredly be confined
to these cases, namely, war, trade, dis-
putes between colony and colony, the
post office, and the unappropriated
lands of the crown, as they used to be
called. 

These colonies, under such forms of
government, and in such a union,
would be unconquerable by all the
monarchies of Europe. 

You and I, my dear friend, have been
sent into life at a time when the great-
est lawgivers of antiquity would have
wished to live. How few of the human
race have ever enjoyed an opportunity
of making an election of government,
more than of air, soil, or climate, for
themselves or their children! When,
before the present epocha, had three
millions of people full power and a fair
opportunity to form and establish the
wisest and happiest government that
human wisdom can contrive? I hope
you will avail yourself and your coun-
try of that extensive learning and inde-
fatigable industry which you possess,
to assist her in the formation of the
happiest governments and the best
character of a great people. For myself,
I must beg you to keep my name out of
sight; for this feeble attempt, if it
should be known to be mine, would
oblige me to apply to myself those
lines of the immortal John Milton, in
one of his sonnets:— 

“I did but prompt the age to quit
their clogs
By the known rules of ancient liberty, 
When straight a barbarous noise envi-
rons me
Of owls and cuckoos, asses, apes, and
dogs.” 

James Madison to
Thomas Jefferson

24 Oct. 1787 

You will herewith receive the result
of the Convention, which continued its
Session till the 17th. of September. I
take the liberty of making some obser-
vations on the subject which will help
to make up a letter, if they should
answer no other purpose.

It appeared to be the sincere and

incapacity to be reappointed, on the
independent exercise of the Executive
authority. On the other side it was con-
tended that the prospect of necessary
degradation, would discourage the
most dignified characters from aspir-
ing to the office, would take away the
principal motive to the faithful dis-
charge of its duties--the hope of being
rewarded with a reappointment, would
stimulate ambition to violent efforts for
holding over the constitutional term--
and instead of producing an independ-
ent administration, and a firmer
defence of the constitutional rights of
the department, would render the offi-
cer more indifferent to the importance
of a place which he would soon be
obliged to quit for ever, and more
ready to yield to the incroachmts. of
the Legislature of which he might
again be a member. The questions con-
cerning the degree of power turned
chiefly on the appointment to offices,
and the controul on the Legislature. An
absolute appointment to all offices--to
some offices--to no offices, formed the
scale of opinions on the first point. On
the second, some contended for an
absolute negative, as the only possible
mean of reducing to practice, the theo-
ry of a free Government which forbids
a mixture of the Legislative &
Executive powers. Others would be
content with a revisionary power to be
overruled by three fourths of both
Houses. It was warmly urged that the
judiciary department should be associ-
ated in the revision. The idea of some
was that a separate revision should be
given to the two departments--that if
either objected two thirds; if both three
fourths, should be necessary to over-
rule.

In forming the Senate, the great
anchor of the Government, the ques-
tions as they came within the first
object turned mostly on the mode of
appointment, and the duration of it.
The different modes proposed were, 1.
by the House of Representatives 2. by
the Executive, 3. by electors chosen by
the people for the purpose. 4. by the
State Legislatures. On the point of
duration, the propositions descended
from good-behavior to four years,
through the intermediate terms of nine,
seven, six, & five years. The election
of the other branch was first deter-
mined to be triennial, and afterwards
reduced to biennial.

The second object, the due partition
of power, between the General & local
Governments, was perhaps of all, the
most nice and difficult. A few contend-
ed for an entire abolition of the States;
some for indefinite power of
Legislation in the Congress, with a
negative on the laws of the States:
some for such a power without a nega-
tive: some for a limited power of legis-
lation, with such a negative: the major-
ity finally for a limited power without
the negative. The question with regard
to the Negative underwent repeated
discussions, and was finally rejected
by a bare majority. As I formerly inti-
mated to you my opinion in favor of
this ingredient, I will take this occasion
of explaining myself on the subject.
Such a check on the States appears to
me necessary 1. to prevent encroach-
ments on the General authority. 2. to
prevent instability and injustice in the
legislation of the States.

unanimous wish of the Convention to
cherish and preserve the Union of the
States. No proposition was made, no
suggestion was thrown out, in favor of
a partition of the Empire into two or
more Confederacies.

It was generally agreed that the
objects of the Union could not be
secured by any system founded on the
principle of a confederation of sover-
eign States. A voluntary observance of
the federal law by all the members,
could never be hoped for. A compul-
sive one could evidently never be
reduced to practice, and if it could,
involved equal calamities to the inno-
cent & the guilty, the necessity of a
military force both obnoxious & dan-
gerous, and in general, a scene resem-
bling much more a civil war, than the
administration of a regular
Government.

Hence was embraced the alternative
of a Government which instead of
operating, on the States, should operate
without their intervention on the indi-
viduals composing them; and hence
the change in the principle and propor-
tion of representation.

This ground-work being laid, the
great objects which presented them-
selves were 1. to unite a proper energy
in the Executive and a proper stability
in the Legislative departments, with
the essential characters of Republican
Government. 2. to draw a line of
demarkation which would give to the
General Government every power req-
uisite for general purposes, and leave
to the States every power which might
be most beneficially administered by
them. 3. to provide for the different
interests of different parts of the
Union. 4. to adjust the clashing preten-
sions of the large and small States.
Each of these objects was pregnant
with difficulties. The whole of them
together formed a task more difficult
than can be well concieved by those
who were not concerned in the execu-
tion of it. Adding to these considera-
tions the natural diversity of human
opinions on all new and complicated
subjects, it is impossible to consider
the degree of concord which ultimately
prevailed as less than a miracle.

The first of these objects as it
respects the Executive, was peculiarly
embarrassing. On the question whether
it should consist of a single person, or
a plurality of coordinate members, on
the mode of appointment, on the dura-
tion in office, on the degree of power,
on the re-eligibility, tedious and reiter-
ated discussions took place. The plu-
rality of co-ordinate members had
finally but few advocates. Governour
Randolph was at the head of them. The
modes of appointment proposed were
various, as by the people at large--by
electors chosen by the people--by the
Executives of the States--by the
Congress, some preferring a joint bal-
lot of the two Houses--some a separate
concurrent ballot allowing to each a
negative on the other house--some a
nomination of several canditates by
one House, out of whom a choice
should be made by the other. Several
other modifications were started. The
expedient at length adopted seemed to
give pretty general satisfaction to the
members. As to the duration in office,
a few would have preferred a tenure
during good behaviour--a considerable
number would have done so, in case an
easy & effectual removal by impeach-
ment could be settled. It was much agi-
tated whether a long term, seven years
for example, with a subsequent & per-
petual ineligibility, or a short term with
a capacity to be re-elected, should be
fixed. In favor of the first opinion were
urged the danger of a gradual degener-
acy of re-elections from time to time,
into first a life and then a heriditary
tenure, and the favorable effect of an

Fight The Redistribution Of Your Wealth By

Knowing Your 
Constitutional Rights
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

Manhattan

Shoe Repair

216 South 4th, Manhattan, Ks

VFW Plaza

776-1193

Repairing
•Shoes • Boots • Purses

•Luggage • Harnesses

•Back Packs •Leather Coats

Wanklyn

Oil Co.
Manhattan, Ks

Gasoline

Diesel

Propone

Sales

1-800-794-2019
New and Used

DUANE L. McKINNEY
Broker-Appraiser-Inspector

APPRAISALS, SALES,

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

116 S. 4th St, Suite 2

Manhattan, Ks 66502

_________________________

Phone: 785 776-1010

Fax: 785 539-1026

E-Mail: manreal@kansas.net

Manhattan Realty Services

Last Week:  
“THOUGHTS ON 

GOVERNMENT” part 1
by John Adams

This Week: 
“THOUGHTS ON 

GOVERNMENT” part 2
by John Adams

John Adams, 2nd U.S. President
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Your hometown bank, 
wherever home may be.

www.kansasstatebank.com

the hometown bank you trust.

785.587.4000

-
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the hometoown bank you tru -ust.---

www.kansasstatebank.comm 785.587.44000

Weaver   Hotel
126   S.   Kansas   St.   /   Waterville,   Ks   66548

785-363-2515

WeaverHotel.com   >weaverhotel@yahoo.com<

•Take   a   step   back   into   history.   Experience   the   elegance   and   grace   of   a   bygone   era.   

Enjoy   and   relax   in   affordable   luxury,   with   comfortable   accommodations   and   delightful   

breakfast   cuisine.Let   us   help   you   design   an   itinerary   for   exploring   the   trails   and   rails   of   

Marshall   County.   •Specializing   in   weekend   getaways,   family   reunions,   retreats,   small   

conferences,   and   more.
•See   Sandy   &   Sharon   for   gifts,   gourmet   drinks,   ice   cream,   and   more.......   

Featuring...

      Original   designs   on   T-shirts,   Sweatshirts,      and   more

Hours

M-F...9am-12pm

                                 1pm-5pm

Sat.......9am-12pm

FANCY   T'S   AND   MORE
In   the   hotel   Visitor   Center
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The City of Manhattan wanted to
keep the old stone house at 402
Bluemont when they build another
round think at 4th and Bluemont.  Well
they are keeping it alright but the cost
is going up and up.

Tuesday night the Commissioners
received a Memo tell that the new
basement for the moved house is
going to cost $99,323.98. That does
not include the cost of moving the
building.

Another well planned City Project.
Here is the Memo:

CITY COMMISSION AGENDA
MEMO

May 5, 2010
FROM: Nick Arena,

Management Assistant
MEETING: May 18, 2010

SUBJECT: Change Order No. 2
Foundation Re-Establishment

at 402 Bluemont Avenue
(SP0907)

PRESENTER: Nick Arena,
Management Assistant

BACKGROUND
In August 2008, as a result of a U.S.

Department of Transportation Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA)
determination of adverse impacts on
the potentially historic residential
structures located at 330, 402, and 401
Bluemont Avenue, FHWA required
what is referred to as a Section 4(f)
Evaluation. The purpose of this evalu-
ation was to determine if any other
options exist which would address the
acknowledged deficiencies as fully as

the proposed improvements would,
but without impacting the properties at
that intersection. The conclusion
reached by the FHWA is that no other
alternatives will sufficiently address
the deficiencies at this intersection,
and the project may proceed as pro-
posed. The City has also signed a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
with FHWA, Kansas department of
Transportation (KDOT), and Kansas
State Historical Presentation Office

(SHPO) outlining the manner in which
the City will relocate these residential
structures.

In Fall 2009, the City began the
process of relocating the structures
located at 330, 401, and 402 Bluemont
Avenue. At this time, the relocation of
330 and 401 Bluemont Avenue are
complete. The relocation of the main
stone structure of 402 Bluemont
Avenue is also complete, with the
wooden addition the only remaining
part of the house left to be moved and
re-attached.

On August 4, 2009, the City
Commission entered into a contract
with R.M. Baril, General Contractor,
of Manhattan, Kansas, to reconstruct
the foundation of 402 Bluemont
Avenue. On occasions, it is necessary
to make changes-either additions or
deletions-to the contract. These
changes are rectified through the
change order process. A change order
is a change to the contract that was
awarded by the City Commission.

DISCUSSION
Change Order No. 2 reflects three

separate changes to the original con-
tract with R.M. Baril. The wooden
addition to 402 Bluemont Avenue was
removed to allow the house movers
better access to the stone portion of the
house. While the wooden addition was
detached, it was discovered that the
sill plates under the addition were rot-
ten and in need of replacement, this
reflects the first change to the original
contract with R.M. Baril. The wooden
addition is necessary to the stone
structure as it houses the bathroom
and kitchen for the structure. At this
time, the wooden structure has not
been re-attached to the stone structure
of 402 Bluemont Avenue.

The second change is reflected in
the removal and re-construction of a
retaining wall that sits between 402
Bluemont Avenue and 406 Bluemont
Avenue. Portion of the retaining wall
had to be removed to allow the house
movers room to move the stone house.
The remaining portion of the wall has

deteriorated to a point where portions
of the wall were leaning or falling
over. The elevation difference
between the two lots did not allow
City staff the opportunity to simply
eliminate it, it was necessary to
replace it. City staff developed plans
to remove the old deteriorating wall
and replace it with a wall that will pro-
vide more strength and be more
appealing to the area after the con-
struction of the round-a-bout is com-
plete at the intersection of 4th Street
and Bluemont Avenue and after 402
Bluemont Avenue is fully re-estab-
lished.

The third change reflects extra soil
needed for backfilling as well as extra
concrete and concrete pumping
charges for portions of the basement
that was constructed for 402 Bluemont
Avenue.

Change Order No. 2 for foundation
re-establishment at 402 Bluemont
Avenue (SP0907) is attached and
details the items described above. The
changes amount to an increase in the
amount of $19,574.56 (+30.9%) to the
base bid of $63,326.42. The new proj-
ect total will be $99,323.98 when
adding in Change Order No. 1.
Change Order No. 1 was approved by
the City Commission on September 1,
2009. It included changes to the con-
tract for excavation and backfilling of
the remaining basements of 330, 401,
and 402 Bluemont Avenue.

FINANCING
The MOA stipulates that the City of

Manhattan is responsible for all cost
associated with re-establishing the
structure onsite. The costs associated
with the foundation reestablishment at
402 Bluemont Avenue project will
come from the 4th Street and
Bluemont Avenue intersection
improvements project fund (ST0703).
This project is both TDD and G.O.
bond eligible. Permanent financing for
this project will depend on the capaci-
ty of the North TDD bonds at the time
of issuance.

Spring Storm 
Season!

Weather Radios

More...More...

City DebtCity Debt

By Lea Studer
KSU News Service

With assistance from the Advanced
Manufacturing Institute at Kansas
State University, a Kansas entrepre-
neur has developed a new product to
help soothe fussy babies.

The waddleBEE, created by Josh
Waddell, Hays, is a bed for infants that
provides a natural motion to mimic the
mother's breathing pattern through the
use of vertical movement and air flow.

"Josh came to the Advanced
Manufacturing Institute for assistance
in developing and marketing his con-
cept for a bed that helps newborns
establish positive sleeping habits and
nurture their early development," said
Bret Lanz, commercialization manag-
er at the institute. "AMI drafted a dis-
closure agreement, filed a patent and
assisted with the prototype."
"The bed features a R-Trendelenburg

incline that helps aid an infant's diges-
tion and respiration, and it generates a
gentle background sound to create a
comforting environment," Lanz said.
"The bed has a confined sleeping
arrangement so the baby feels secure,
and an active ventilation system that
controls airflow to prevent carbon
monoxide buildup."

Lanz said the Kansas Technology
Enterprise Corporation also supported
the waddleBEE project with a Proof of
Concept grant.

"KTEC's Proof of Concept grants
provide that much-needed initial
influx of capital to help finance early-
stage development," said Kevin Carr,
interim CEO of the Kansas
Technology Enterprise Corporation.
"We believe that these grants are great
investments in developing the entre-
preneurial landscape in Kansas."

"I really appreciate the support pro-

vided by KTEC through the Proof of
Concept grant to help commercialize
this new technology," Waddell said.
"The Advanced Manufacturing
Institute has been amazing, and I'm
thankful for their services and support.
The business development team and
engineers at AMI are very knowledge-
able and easy to work with, and they
provided me everything I needed to
develop my idea into an actual prod-
uct."

The Advanced Manufacturing
Institute is a part of K-State's College
of Engineering and a Kansas
Technology Enterprise Corporation
Center of Excellence that provides
engineering and business services to
develop products and processes. More
information on the institute is avail-
able online at http://www.amisuc-
cess.com.

Advanced Manufacturing Institute
Helps Develop New Infant Bed

Optical Perspectives
We’ve MMoved tto oour NNew LLocation

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324
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Hollis Law Firm, P.A.
Attorneys at Law

Prairie Village, KS

Toll Free
1-800-701-3672

Shoulder Pain Pump Alert!
The FDA has ordered Baxter Healthcare to recall and 
destroy its Colleague Volumetric Infusion Pumps. If 
you had shoulder problems following arthroscopic 

surgery which may have been caused by a pain pump, 
compensation may be available. Please call us.

Adoption
Are you pregnant?  Considering

adoption?  A childless couple seeks to
adopt.  Will provide full-time parent.
Financial security.  Expenses paid.
Robert & Michael.  (ask for
michelle/adam).  1-800-790-5260.

Business Opportunity
All Cash Vending! Do you earn

$800 in a day? Your own local candy
route. Includes 25 Machines and
Candy. All for $9995. 1-888-753-
3441.

Educational
MISSOURI WELDING INSTI-

TUTE. Nevada, Missouri. Become a
Certified Pipe/Structural Welder.
Graduate in 18 weeks, earn up to
$35/hour. Companies calling weekly
searching for our graduates. 1-800-
667-5885.  www.mwi.ws

Employment Opportunity
JOHN DEERE AG & Bobcat

Dealership in Craig, Colorado has the
following positions available:
Experienced Service Technicians,
Parts Sales Persons. Excellent oppor-
tunity to enjoy Hunting, Fishing,
Skiing, Competitive Wages,
Commission & Benefits. Call Raph
970-824-6163 or fax 970-824-6344
rfinneman@tri-stateequip.com.

For Sale
Graduation Piano sale...over 100

pianos! Verticals from $688, Digitals
as low as $1099, Grands starting at
$4888! Mid-America Piano, 241
Johnson Road, Manhattan, 800-950-
3774, www.piano4u.com.

Help Wanted
Drivers/CDL Training - Career

Central. We Train and Employ you.
Company Drivers Up to 40k First
Year. New Team Pay! Up to .48¢/mile.

Class A CDL Training Regional
Locations! (877) 369-6810 www.cen-
traldrivingjobs.net. 

Help Wanted
Grand Island Contract Carriers -

Hiring experience flatbed drivers.
Need one year OTR. Great benefits
and pay package. Plus much more!! 1-
866-483-5318 

www.gicc.chiefind.com 

Help Wanted
SALES CAREER: Motivated indi-

viduals needed to work in rural area.
High pay, advancement opportunities.
Intense company training, proven
marketing system, 3-day weekends,
top incentives, $3,000 monthly train-
ing incentive, Continuous company
support, $55k+ first year earning
potential. Overnight instate travel
(Monday-Thursday) required. For
more info  / interview, call Brandon
Headrick: 1-866-225-0727.

Help Wanted
Tanker, Reefer and Flatbed Drivers

Needed! Now hiring students and
CDL Training available! Unlimited
financial opportunities. All levels of
experience welcome to apply. 1-800-
277-0212 www.primeinc.com

Legal Services
Social Security disability claims;

Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law.  No recovery, No fee!  1-800-
259-8548.

Manufactured Homes
Attention Landowners! Use your

land or family land for 3,4,5 bedroom
turn Key packages. These are great
deals. Modular, Doublewide and
Singlewides. 800-375-3115.

Manufactured Homes
LAND OWNERS HOTLINE Do

you own land or have family land?
Pick your down payment on 3 and 4
bdrm manufactured or modular
homes. FREE $1000 Furniture Pkg.
316-425-7940                

Manufactured Homes
Time has run out. Must sell 3 bed-

room manufactured home. Must move
to your land. 785-841-4887. 

Misc.
Airlines Are Hiring - Train for high

paying Aviation Maintenance Career.
FAA approved program. Financial aid
if qualified - Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. (888)248-7449.

Misc.
Attend College Online from Home.

Medical, Business, Paralegal,
Accounting, Criminal Justice. Job
placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. Call
888-220-3977.

www.CenturaOnline.com.

Special Notice
Divorce with or without children

$125. With FREE name change docu-
ments and marital settlement agree-
ment. Fast and easy. Call us 24 hrs/7
days: 1-888-789-0198;
www.CourtDivorceService.com.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5;

53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CONTAIN-
ERS. Camlock doors, hardwood
floors support forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430 Solomon.
www.chuckhenry.com complete web
listing, photos, specs, pricing.

Free Press Classifieds

Special

AIR-DUCT
CLEANING

Manhattan’s most 
experienced duct cleaners

80 OFF$ Exp.

Oct 31, 06

Allergy & Asthma Relief
Cleaner Home
Free Dryer 
Vent Cleaning

ORDER TODAY

AIR 0 CLEAN
539-1713      24 hrs.

Exp:

15June10

bilitation processes and make them
more interesting for the patient is
great, especially with brain
injuries, since neurological reha-
bilitation is a longer process,"
Hildebrand said.

The Wii is different from other
virtual reality technologies used in
rehabilitations, Hildebrand said. Its
advantages include that it's cheap-
er, easily accessible and easy to
use. Possible follow-up research
includes the effects of Wii on reha-
bilitation for other conditions,
including injuries like ankle
sprains and knee injuries.

Hildebrand is studying athletic
training and said the study is simi-
lar to rehabilitating football players

who have suffered concussions,
which are a mild traumatic brain
injury. She presented the project in
a poster at K-State's University
Honors Program Convocation
April 27.

Hildebrand, who will study
physical therapy at the University
of Kansas School of Allied Health,
said the project was her first
research experience.

"Before this project, I never
thought about research," she said.
"I found out I really enjoyed it. I
know as part of the requirements to
finish physical therapy school
there has to be a research project.
This gave me experience that I
might be able to use later on in that
research."

Researchers Help Restore Balance In Soldiers
By Kristin Hodges
KSU News Service

Kansas State University
researchers have found that
Nintendo's Wii Fit helped improve
balance for a solider with a trau-
matic brain injury, a problem
many soldiers are facing after
serving in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Shawna Jordan, research assis-
tant professor in human nutrition,
and Laurie Hildebrand, May grad-
uate in athletic training and pre-
physical therapy and 2006 gradu-
ate of St. John High School, are
studying the effectiveness of
Nintendo Wii in rehabilitation.
Their results showed positive
improvements in balance and user
satisfaction for an individual
undergoing neurological therapy.

"Wii has been out for a few
years and has been used in settings
like hospitals, nursing homes and

clinics for all types of rehab, but
there's not a lot of published
research that shows that it's effec-
tive," Hildebrand said.

The researchers started the case
study in March with a soldier who
had been diagnosed with a trau-
matic brain injury. He had gone
through some traditional physical
therapy before the study and fol-
lowed up with the virtual reality
balance work.

"Traumatic brain injuries are a
big concern for soldiers in the Iraq
and Afghanistan conflicts right
now," Hildebrand said. "These
injuries often go undiagnosed, and
we're not really sure how many
soldiers have them."

She said traumatic brain injuries
have many symptoms, including
memory loss and changes in

behavior and cognitive function.
The researchers specifically
focused on the physical aspect of
restoring balance. They used
Nintendo's Wii Fit balance board
and games, including the balance,
yoga and strength training activi-
ties.

Baseline measurements of bal-
ance were initially taken of the
individual. The study followed
with five training sessions of 30
minutes each where the participant
played different Wii Fit games.
The study showed that the soldier
had positive improvements in his
balance and had few errors related
to balance in the Wii Fit activities.
The participant also reported lik-
ing the rehabilitation process itself
because it was interactive and
showed his progress through the
training.

"Any time you can change reha-
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Obamacare: Impact On Doctors
By Robert Moffit, Ph.D.

No class of American professionals
will be more negatively impacted by
the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act and the Health Care and
Education Reconciliation Act than
physicians. Third-party payment
arrangements already compromise the
independence and integrity of the med-
ical profession; Obamacare will rein-
force the worst of these features.

Specifically, physicians will be sub-
ject to more government regulation
and oversight, and will be increasingly
dependent on unreliable government
reimbursement for medical services.
Doctors, already under tremendous
pressure, will only see their jobs
become more difficult.
Medicaid Expansion and Payment

Under the new law, an estimated 18
million of the 34 million who would
gain coverage over the next 10 years
would be enrolled in Medicaid, a wel-
fare program jointly administered and
funded by the federal government and
the states.

Physician payments in the major
entitlement programs, Medicare and
Medicaid, are already well below the
prevailing rates in the private sector.
On average, physicians in Medicare
are paid 81 percent of private payment;
physicians in Medicaid are paid 56 per-
cent of private payment. Medicare pay-
ment has resulted in sporadic access
problems for Medicare patients, and
the lower Medicaid payments have
already contributed to serious access
problems for low-income persons and
worsened hospital emergency room
overcrowding. In a recent survey con-
ducted by Opinion Research
Corporation, 67 percent of primary
care physicians said that under current
conditions new Medicaid enrollees
would not be able to find a “suitable
primary care physician” in their area.

Obamacare does not substantially
change the general pattern of the gov-
ernment’s systems of physician pay-
ment but instead expands their reach
and adds new regulatory restrictions.
For example, beginning in 2010, the
new law, with few exceptions, will pro-
hibit physicians from referring
Medicare patients to hospitals in which
they have ownership.

In 2011, Medicare primary care
physicians and general surgeons prac-
ticing in “shortage” areas will receive a
10 percent bonus payment. And pri-
mary care physicians participating in
Medicaid will get no less than 100 per-
cent of the Medicare payment rates for
their services for 2013 and 2014, with
the federal taxpayer making up the dif-
ference between Medicaid funding and
the higher Medicare payment rates.

But there is a catch: There is no provi-
sion for continued federal taxpayer
funding beyond these two years, so
states will have to either increase their
own Medicaid expenditures substan-
tially or cut back their Medicaid physi-
cian payments.
The Sustainable Growth Rate
Formula

Medicare physician payment is
annually updated on the basis of the
Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) for-
mula, which ties annual physician pay-
ment increases to the performance of
the general economy. But every year,
Congress passes the so-called “doc
fix,” which overrules the SGR formula
and keeps Medicare payments from
falling to artificially low rates.

Under the SGR, without congres-
sional intervention, the initial
Medicare pay cut would amount to
21.3 percent. The impact is not hard to
fathom. For example, the Fairfield
County Medical Association in
Connecticut reported that, if such cuts
were to actually take effect, 41 percent
of county doctors would stop taking
new Medicare patients, and nearly one
out of four doctors would drop
Medicare altogether.

The new law provides no SGR fix.
Moreover, Congress has shown no
inclination to fix the broken SGR for-
mula without adding to the federal
deficit rather than embracing fiscal dis-
cipline and embarking upon a genuine
reform of the Medicare program.
More Bureaucracy

On top of existing payment rules,
regulations, and guidelines, the new
law creates numerous new federal
agencies, boards, and commissions.
There are three that have direct rele-
vance to physicians and the practice of
medicine:

1. Under section 6301, Obamacare
creates a “non-profit” Patient-Centered
Outcomes Research Institute. It will be
financed through a trust fund, with ini-
tial funding starting at $10 million this
year and reaching $150 million annual-
ly in fiscal year 2013, with additional
revenues from insurance fees. In effect,
the institute will be examining clinical
effectiveness of medical treatments,
procedures, drugs, and medical
devices. Much will depend upon how
the findings and recommendations will
be implemented and any financial
incentives, penalties, or regulatory
requirements.

2. Under section 3403, there will
be an Independent Payment Advisory
Board in 2012, with 15 members
appointed by the President and con-
firmed by the Senate. The board would
aim to reduce the per capita growth
rate in Medicare spending in accor-
dance with specified targets (based ini-

tially on measures of inflation and
eventually GDP growth) and make rec-
ommendations for slowing growth in
non-federal health programs. The
board’s recommendations would go
into effect unless Congress enacts an
alternative proposal. An unprecedented
cap on Medicare spending, the process
would doubtless reduce Medicare
physician payment.

3. Under section 3002, the law
extends the Physician Quality
Reporting Initiative. While it provides
incentives for the quality of care deliv-
ered to Medicare beneficiaries, the pro-
gram is nonetheless burdened with
time-consuming compliance and
reporting requirements.
Doctor Dissatisfaction

Notwithstanding the American
Medical Association’s high-profile
endorsement of the massive Senate
health bill, now the law of the land,
recent polling underscores deep physi-
cian discontent.

For example, according to a recent
survey of physicians conducted by
Athena Health and Sermo, 79 percent
of physicians are less optimistic about
the future of medicine, 66 percent indi-
cated that they would consider drop-
ping out of government health pro-
grams, and 53 percent would consider
opting out of insurance altogether.[5]

More ominously, with America
already facing a shortage of physi-
cians, particularly in geriatrics and pri-
mary care, many physicians also say
they would leave the profession. Based
on earlier polling and surveys of physi-
cian sentiment, none of this should be
surprising. The new law does not
address physicians’ most pressing con-
cerns, such as tort reform, and it wors-
ens the already painful problems with
third-party payment and government
red tape.
Scrap It and Start Over

A key goal of health care reform
should be the restoration of the tradi-
tional doctor–patient relationship. In
such a relationship, physicians would
be the key decision-makers in the
delivery of care, and patients would be
the key decision-makers in the financ-
ing of care. This cannot be achieved
unless and until patients control health
care dollars and decisions and third-
party insurance executives are directly
accountable to those who pay the
health care bills.

Obamacare does none of these
things but instead entrenches the worst
parts of today’s third-party payment
system. Obviously, Congress needs to
start over from scratch.  

Robert E. Moffit, Ph.D., is Director
of the Center for Health Policy Studies
at The Heritage Foundation.

Treating Terrorism
Treating Terrorism Solely as a

Law Enforcement Matter—Not
Miranda—Is the Problem

By Charles Stimson and James
Carafano, Ph.D.

In the wake of the failed car bomb
attack on Times Square, Attorney
General Eric Holder has proposed that
Congress expand the public safety
exception to Miranda. Superficially,
carving out more time for law enforce-
ment personnel to question a terrorist
suspect before reading the suspect his
Miranda rights seems commonsensi-
cal. However, once the purpose of
Miranda—as well as other legal
options available—is clear, it becomes
apparent that Holder’s proposal is not
only unwise but serves as another
example of the Administration’s insis-
tence on approaching terrorism, first
and foremost, as a law enforcement
problem.
Miranda 101

A basic understanding of how and
why Miranda warnings are used is
essential to understanding why
Holder’s proposal is unwise and most
likely unconstitutional. Miranda is a
criminal trial tool, period. It was court-
created and is now grounded in the
U.S. Constitution by subsequent
Supreme Court rulings. Therefore, try-
ing to tweak Miranda by statute would
be constitutionally suspect.

When a suspect is taken into custody
and subjected to official interrogation,
law enforcement officials are required
to inform him of his Miranda rights. If
law enforcement forget or intentionally
choose not to read the suspect his
Miranda warnings, then the govern-
ment usually cannot use those un-
Mirandized statements at trial. But if
the defendant testifies at trial, the gov-
ernment can cross-examine the defen-
dant using those un-Mirandized state-
ments. Behind the government’s use of
Miranda is an underlying assumption:
The case is going to trial, and the gov-
ernment wants to preserve the possibil-
ity of using the defendant’s statements
against him in its case. Thus, Miranda
is a trial tool—not a national security
tool.

The law allows for a public safety
exception to the reading of Miranda
warnings. Law enforcement may ques-
tion detained criminal suspects during
emergencies to find out time-sensitive
information, such as the location of a
kidnapped child. Once the emergency
situation is resolved—a short time
period, not yet defined by the courts—
law enforcement must read the suspect
his Miranda warnings. Those un-
Mirandized statements, usually incrim-
inating, are generally allowed to be
introduced by the government in its
case. Question a criminal suspect too
long under the public safety excep-
tion—i.e., well past the time the emer-
gency has passed—and the court will
not allow the whole statement to come
in. Again, Miranda and its public safe-
ty exception are trial tools; not national
security tools.
National Security and Enemy

Combatants 101
The stakes are much different in

national security investigations.
Fortunately, Congress’s Authorization
for Use of Military Force and subse-
quent court cases allow the President
to designate suspected terrorists as
enemy combatants.

In 2004, the Supreme Court ruled
that the President has the authority to
hold a U.S. citizen as an enemy com-
batant. Similarly, a lower federal court
held that the President has the authori-
ty to designate a suspected terrorist
who is an American captured in the
U.S. an enemy combatant.

Enemy combatants (or unprivileged
enemy belligerents) may be lawfully
interrogated for intelligence purposes.
There is not, and never has been, a
requirement to read enemy combatants
Miranda warnings when they are being
interrogated for intelligence purposes.
They may be interrogated at length for
as long as they are enemy combatants.

By designating appropriate terrorist
suspects captured in the U.S. as enemy
combatants (at first) and interrogating
them at length without Miranda or an
attorney, the government puts national
security first, which happens to be its
constitutional duty.

Preserving the Miranda-less interro-
gation option does not preclude the
government, after appropriate interro-
gation, from then deciding to send the
suspect to trial in federal court or a mil-
itary commission. Once that decision
has been made, the government will
want to read the terrorist (whose is now
a criminal suspect) his Miranda warn-
ings. If he waives his rights and makes
a statement, the government has the
option of using those statements at
trial. If the terrorist invokes his right to
remain silent and his right to an attor-
ney, so be it; the government will then
need to prove its case using all the
other available evidence. And although
Miranda warnings are not required in
military commissions cases, it has been
the practice to Mirandize some mili-
tary commissions’ candidates.
America Is at War; Fight to Win

To date, the Administration has been
fortunate: Despite treating the
Christmas Day underwear bomber and
the Times Square bomber each as mere
criminal suspects and giving them
Miranda warnings, no American lives
have been lost.

Umar Abdulmutallab, the failed
underwear bomber, was Mirandized
after only 50 minutes and then fell
silent. Only after the Obama
Administration brought his family to
the U.S. weeks later did he begin talk-
ing again.

Having apparently learned a little
from that episode, the Administration
delayed reading the Times Square
bomber his Miranda warnings for sev-
eral hours. Using the public safety
exception, law enforcement interrogat-
ed the suspect until they were advised
by attorneys that the prudent course of
action was to read him his Miranda
warnings. They did, and fortunately he

waived those rights.
Recall that right after the Christmas

Day bombing, the Administration
insisted that they got all the intelli-
gence they needed from the suspect in
the mere 50 minute interrogation—an
obvious attempt to create the impres-
sion that their law-enforcement-only
approach was efficacious and prudent.
Yet the Administration clearly did not
believe its own political rhetoric
because they scrambled to get the
would-be bomber’s family to the U.S.
solely to get him to talk more.

Similarly, the Administration is also
finding it useful, and perhaps even
essential, to interrogate the Times
Square bomber at length after he
waived his Miranda warnings. But
what if, in both of those cases, the sus-
pect simply invoked his rights,
remained silent, and requested an attor-
ney from the beginning? The
Administration’s gamble—treating the
cases solely as conventional law
enforcement problems from the begin-
ning—would have resulted in lost
intelligence and perhaps lost lives.
Real Problems, Real Solutions.

The Administration has rightly pre-
served the military commissions
process and prolonged detention. They
have also rejected the left’s simplistic
mantra of “try them or set them free.”
That criminal-law-only procedure
never has, and hopefully never will be,
required during wartime.

Yet the Attorney General’s proposal
takes America back to the 1990s, when
the U.S. approached all terrorist
attacks as a law-enforcement-only
problem. In making this proposal,
Holder reveals that he has not learned
what the rest of the country has learned
from the 1990s and of the years since
9/11: that this unconventional enemy
requires the government to use all law-
ful tools at its disposal, including hold-
ing some terrorists captured in the U.S.
as enemy combatants. Federal courts
are a powerful weapon, but they are
not the only weapon.

After 9/11, the White House rightly
shifted the focus of counterterrorism
operations from investigating attacks
to preventing them. By being more
concerned about safeguarding the
opportunity to prosecute suspects than
stopping terrorist plots, Holder is
returning to the wrong-headed strategy
that characterized this nation’s pre-
9/11 approach to fighting terrorism.
The Attorney General has forgotten
that intelligence gathering, at the outset
of capture, is more important than
preparing for a trial.

Charles D. Stimson is a Senior
Legal Fellow at The Heritage
Foundation, and former Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Detainee Affairs. James Jay Carafano,
Ph.D., is Deputy Director of Kathryn
and Shelby Cullom Davis Institute for
International Studies and Director of
the Douglas and Sarah Allison Center
for Foreign Policy Studies, a division
of the Davis Institute, at The Heritage
Foundation.
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