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Priceless
Take One

The Manhattan Arts Center
presents The Dining Room by
A.R. Gurney on February 26-28
and March 4-7. The show is
directed by Dave Smit and is gen-
erously sponsored by Philip and
Jeune Kirmser and Commerce
Bank.

The Dining Room is a play set
in a single dining room. It’s the
type of room in which manners
are of the utmost importance,
rules of behavior are as uncom-
promising as the crystal of the
water glasses. There are four men
and four women who play  57
characters and perform 17 scenes.
In the span of 90 minutes the
actors take on roles of stern par-
ents, servants, senile adults, 7-
year olds at a birthday  party,
teenagers sneaking alcohol and
professionals conducting busi-
ness in a room fraught with mem-
ories. The actors have very little
time to switch from one character
to another and the vignettes fre-
quently overlap each other with

K-State alumni have
demonstrated again why they
are regarded to be among the
most loyal graduates in the
nation. A comparison of infor-
mation submitted by Big 12
Conference universities
placed K-State No. 1 in the
conference for the percentage
of graduates who are members
of their respective alumni
associations. This marks the
14th consecutive year, and
since the creation of the Big
12, that K-State has finished in
the top position among Big 12
institutions. The information
was reported for the 2009 cal-
endar year.

"As indicated by this infor-
mation, alumni support of our
university is unmatched,” said
K-State President Kirk H.
Schulz. “This distinction is
something all K-Staters can
take great pride in, and we are
truly grateful for the loyalty
and passion our alumni have
for their alma mater."

With more than 40,000
members, membership in the
K-State Alumni Association
helps support diverse pro-
gramming for prospective stu-
dents, current students, alumni
and friends around the world.
Annual and life memberships
are available with discounted
rates offered to recent gradu-
ates.

“We greatly appreciate all
K-State graduates, former stu-
dents and friends who choose
to be a member of the

one beginning and another end-
ing.

The Dining Room was the first
play put on in our current loca-
tion and features three actors
from the original cast-Mary
Elizabeth Atwood, Eric
Danielson, and Cindy Wichman-
and new cast members Roger
Adams, Bettina Boller, Michael
Donnelly, Mackenzie Goodwin,
and D.H. Tolar. This show is ded-
icated to the memory of Dwight
Nesmith.

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
performances are at 7:30 pm, and
Sunday matinees at 2 pm. Tickets
are $13 for adults, $11 for mili-
tary (with ID), and $10 for stu-
dents. Student walk ins
Thursdays and Sundays $5.
Order your tickets and choose
your seats online! Visit us on the
web at www.manhattanarts.org,
e-mail boxoffice@manhatta-
narts.org, or call 537-4420 for
more information. Fan us on
facebook at

Association,” said Jerry
Boettcher, chair of the K-State
Alumni Association Board of
Directors. “The revenue generat-
ed from membership dues helps
provide quality programming for
our alumni and allows us to assist
the university in recruiting the
best students to K-State. We’ll
strive to retain this No. 1 ranking,
and new members are always

welcomed, whether they are a
graduate or simply a K-State
fan."

For more information on
associated benefits and other
membership information,
please visit www.K-
State.com/Membership or call
(800) 600-ALUM (2586) or
(785) 532-6260.

www.facebook.com/manhatta-
narts.

The Manhattan Arts Center is
funded in part by the Kansas Arts
Commission, a state agency, and
the National Endowment for the
Arts, a federal agency which
believes that a great nation
deserves great art. Additional
funding comes from the City of
Manhattan and MAC members
and friends.

The Dining Room Opening 
At The Manhattan Arts Center

Cassie Wandersee works the phones.

On Tuesday, Director of Finance,
Bernie Hayen presented before the
City Commission the obvious prob-
lem in our Water Rate Structure. As
things are, the biggest water users are
paying the least per unit on a sliding
scale—each successive block of
water units decreases in price.
However, as Hayen shows here, the
costs it requires to supply those large
amounts of water are higher than the
declined rates provide for. Therefore,
as it stands, those using less water are
paying more in an effort to counter
balance the debt rising from the larg-
er users. Here are Hayen’s findings:

“The City of Manhattan’s water
rate structure has been in place for
decades and is considered a “declin-
ing block rate structure” in which the
unit price of each succeeding block
of usage is charged at a lower rate
than the previous block of usage. The
rates also decline as total water usage
increases. For customers outside of
the City, the rates are doubled. The
City charges the same usage rates for
all customers; residential, commer-
cial, university, and industrial…

“In 2008, the City Commission
approved the first water rate increase
of 15% for City residents since 1990.
Since then, increases of 7% in 2009
and again in January 2010 have been
approved.

“As part of the 2010 City Budget
process, members of the City
Commission asked whether the fixed
costs of the water utility were cov-
ered by the users within each rate cat-
egory of the City’s declining rate
structure. Based on 2009 data, water
sales covered fixed expenses in every
user category, including the City’s
largest water customers.

“During past budget work ses-
sions, there also was discussion
between City Administration and the
City Commission regarding the issue
of irrigation across the community.
These discussions focused on the fact
that the City does not require separate
irrigation meters which makes a sep-
arate “irrigation rate” hard to achieve,
if not impossible. Likewise, conser-
vation measures aimed at communi-
ty-wide irrigation also become more
difficult. As a point of reference, irri-
gation accounted for a little more
than 10% of all water use during
2009.

“City Administration and the City
Commission have spent considerable
time examining the water rate struc-
ture of the water utility in addition to
determining and analyzing the utili-
ty’s fixed and variable costs. Initially,
City Administration focused on the
water utility’s minimum charge (cur-
rently $8.03) as the basis for covering
the utility’s fixed costs. However,
with the realization that debt was
increasing substantially in the water
fund due to capital costs, it became
clear that the utility’s minimum
charge would not be able to cover
fixed costs unless this monthly
charge was increased nearly three-
fold.

“As an alternative method to ana-
lyzing fixed costs, it was decided to
use annual water consumption as the
best method for determining the pro-
portioning of both revenues and
expenditures across the City’s water
customer base.

“The following table shows both
the annual consumption percentage
plus the water customer base for each
rate grouping for 2009:

Commission Looks At 
Water Rate Structure

K-State Membership No. One

By Adam Reichenberger
On Tuesday, February 9, Director

of Finance, Bernie Hayen presented
the Annual Revenue Projections and
General Fund Forecast to the City
Commission. “Each year,” Hayen
began, “Each year, the Department of
Finance reports on City revenues as a
precursor to budgetary considera-
tions held later in the year. This work
session is intended to provide as
accurate information as possible to
City Management and the City
Commission regarding the key rev-
enue sources which will fund the
2011 City Budget…

“In an effort to consolidate infor-
mation regarding the proposed City
Budget for 2011, the Finance
Department has created an online
‘budget information center.’ This
website contains numerous financial
documents and historical data that
should give each visitor who browses
through these web pages an in-depth
look at the City’s budgeting process.
The City Commission and Manhattan
residents are encouraged to use this
online information by accessing the
City’s website at: www.cityofman-
hattan.info.”

It appears financially the City is on
safe ground but not necessarily firm

ground. Hayen explained, “Early
indicators from the closing of the
2009 budget suggest that the City’s
financial position is adequate but
with warning signs that deterioration
is occurring. Sales tax collections in
2009 declined by 1.3% or $125,518
less than those received in 2008.
While the 2010 City Budget projects
that sales taxes will increase by 2%,
it is possible this increase will not be
realized during 2010.In addition,
annual growth in the City’s tax base
leveled off since peaking in 2008.
Early indications from the County
Assessor suggest that the 2010 tax
base may not increase over 2009…

“As noted in the past by the City
Manager and the Finance
Department, there will be a number
of budget challenges facing City
Administration and the City
Commission beginning with the 2011
City Budget that will, most likely,
continue for several years beyond
2011…”

The planned revenue projections,
Hayen tells us “constitute a majority
of the revenue required to fund the
operational side of the 2011 City
Budget, especially the General Fund
and the Bond & Interest Fund.”

Revenue Projections
And Fund Forecasts

The public is invited to a special
program on McDowell Creek history,
to be offered by Jess Estes, on
Monday, Feb. 15, 2010, 7 p.m., at the
McDowell Creek Community Center
(Lower McDowell Rd. & Old
Hwy18, 3 miles south of I-70, Exit
307).   Special topics will include the
Briggs community, Whiskey Point,
and the role of railroad land in the
settlement of Davis (now Geary)
County.   Refreshments will be
served.   For more information, call
785.539.5592.

Meeting
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Since 1942       8838 Quail Lane, Manhat tan

We specialize in doing new construction,
kitchen and bath remodels, furnace, air
conditioner and geothermal installs, water
heaters, Northstar water softeners, Pex tub-
ing, galvanized water line change outs, and
repairs on all models of furnaces and air
condtioners.

Call for your free estimate on replacements

Obituaries

R. Dean Dragsdorf, age 87, of
Manhattan, Kansas, died
Wednesday, February 3, 2010, at
the Mercy Regional Health
Center in Manhattan.

He was born on November 21,
1922, in Detroit, Michigan the
son of Russell H. and Doris O.
(Butwell) Dragsdorf.

Dr. Dragsdorf was a Professor
of Physics at Kansas State
University prior to his retirement
in 1988. A native of Detroit, Dr.
Dragsdorf earned his Bachelor of
Science degree in 1944 and his
Ph.D. degree in 1948, both from
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.  

He moved to Manhattan in
1948 where he joined the Kansas
State faculty as an assistant pro-
fessor of physics and was named
a full professor in 1956.  In 1956-
57 he took leave from Kansas
State to work as a research physi-
cist with the Metals Research
Laboratories of Union Carbide
Metals Company, Niagara Falls,
New York and in 1958 became a
consultant for the Union Carbide
Corporation. Returning to Kansas
State he was named Associate
Dean of the Graduate School in
July of 1965 and served as Acting
Dean  from July 1966 until
September 1966.

His professional memberships
and honorary societies were
extensive and included the

American Physical Society,
American Crystallographic
Association, American Society of
Metals, American Institute of
Mining, Metallurgical and
Petroleum Engineering, Sigma
Xi, Gamma Sigma Delta and Pi
Mu Epsilon.       

While at Kansas State Dr.
Dragsdorf trained many students
in X-ray diffraction and solid
state physics and was a leader in
establishing condensed matter
physics as a research group in the
Department of Physics.  He
served as a faculty senator and as
a long-time member of the execu-
tive board of the Kansas State
University Research Foundation.
In addition to serving as an acting
dean of the Graduate School he
made numerous contributions to
the smooth functioning of that
school. He was the author or co-
author of numerous professional
publications, served on and
chaired the Physical Science
Subcommittee of the Graduate
Council and served several terms
on the Graduate Council.  For
many years he taught General
Physics and is known to genera-
tions of students as a good
teacher.  He retired in 1988.

Dean served on the Grant
Township Board and as a volun-
teer firefighter.

He was involved with several
sports.  He especially enjoyed
bowling, sailing, rowing, golf,
and tennis.

Dean and Edna raised quarter
horses for pleasure riding in the
Flint Hills around Tuttle Creek
Lake.

On February 1, 1948, in Long
Island, New York, he was united
in marriage to the former Edna L.
Muller.  She survives of their
home.  Also surviving is one son:
Roger D. Dragsdorf and his wife
Mitsue of Santa Clarita,
California and one daughter:
Ellen D. Volkel and her husband
Bret of Manhattan, Kansas.  He is
also survived by four grandchil-
dren: Emma L. Dragsdorf, Justin
D. Volkel, Darren L.Volkel and
his wife Brittany and Bryan A.
Volkel.

Dr. Dragsdorf was preceded in
death by his parents.

No local services are planned.
Private graveside services will be
held next week at the Acacia Park
Cemetery in Beverly Hills,
Michigan.

On-line condolences may be
left for the family through the
funeral home website located at
www.ymlfuneralhome.com

In lieu of flowers donations
may be made to the Kansas State
University Foundation for the
Dragsdorf Physics Scholarship
Fund.  Contributions may be left
in care of the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home, 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
Kansas 66502.

R. Dean Dragsdorf

Go Green Curbside Recycling  
   A simple, convenient way to recycle!   

         
     785-410-8010      
  gogreencurbside@yahoo.com 
            www.gogreencurbside.com 
      * Serving Manhattan since 2007 *    

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE

MANHATTAN, KS  66502

Serving your
insurance

needs BEST

(785)539-7576

   Independent
  Insurance
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Ronald “Ron” L. Randall, Sr.,
age 59, of Manhattan, died
Tuesday February 2, 2010 in
Kansas City, Kansas.

He was born in Saint Joseph,
Missouri on June 21, 1950 the
son of Dorsie and Leota (Barrett)
Randall.  Mr. Randall grew up in
Manhattan and graduated from
Manhattan High School in 1968.
He also attended the Manhattan
Vo-Tech College and received his
degree in Auto Mechanics in
1968.

Ron was very active with Boy
Scouts during his life.  He was
Scoutmaster of Troop # 76 for
thirteen years.  He enjoyed camp-
ing and outdoor activities of any

kind.
On September 27, 1969 he was

married to Sandy McCoy.  She
preceded him in death on January
12, 1996. He was also preceded
in death by his brother Francis
Randall in 1960.

Mr. Randall is survived by his
son, Ronald “Ronnie” Randall,
Jr., of Manhattan.

Additional survivors include
his siblings: George Randall and
his wife Lealla of Hondo, Texas,
Betty Moon and her husband Ron
of Cushing, Oklahoma, Patty
Ruiz and her husband Joe of
Moriarty, New Mexico, Roger
Randall and his wife Karen of
Lee’s Summit, Missouri, and Pam
Fletcher and her husband Rick of
Topeka. 

The family of Mr. Randall will
receive friends during a visitation
from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. Sunday
at the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home.

Funeral Services were held on
Monday February 8, 2010 at
10:00a.m.at the Yorgensen-
Meloan-Londeen Funeral Chapel,
with his brother George Randall
officiating.  Interment followed in
the Valley View Memorial
Gardens in Manhattan.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Camp Fund Inc and
left in care of the Yorgensen-
Meloan-Londeen Funeral Home,
1616 Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
Kansas 

66502.

Ronald Randall, Sr.

Florence Irene Zentz, age 90,
of Manhattan, died February 2,
2010, in Manhattan.

She was born January 16, 1920,
in Clay Center, Kansas, the eighth
child born to Charles Henry and
Frances Olive (Kipp) Harrison.
She had been a Manhattan area
resident for 51 years.

Mrs. Zentz had worked for
Manhattan Meat Company, as a
meat cutter at R & G Market and
for 17 years in food service at
Kansas State University as a
baker.

She was a member of Grace
Baptist Church, and a former
member of the Eagles Auxiliary.
She was a wonderful farm wife
and canned a lot of the food that
the family would eat the rest of
the year.

On June 23, 1941, in Beatrice,
Nebraska, she was married to
Raymond Leroy Zentz.  He pre-

ceded her in death on December
21, 1996.  She was also preceded
in death by one daughter, Marilyn
Ekstrum and her husband Gelvin;
one daughter-in-law, Sharon
Zentz, one great-granddaughter,
Tracie Argo; and by three broth-
ers and seven sisters: Leo,
Norma, Alvin, Margaret, Lucy,
Don, Ruth, Gertrude, Vera and
June.

Survivors include her five sons:
Larry Zentz and his wife Jin of
Manhattan, Alvin Zentz and his
wife Linda of Ritzville,
Washington, Garry Zentz and his
wife Linda of West Des Moines,
Iowa. Marvin Zentz and his wife
Ok Ye of Manhattan, and Don
Zentz of Akron, Ohio; and 12
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held at
11:00 A.M. Friday at the Grace
Baptist Church in Manhattan with
Pastor Bob Flack officiating.
Interment followed in the Sunrise
Cemetery in Manhattan.

Online condolences may be left
for the family through the funeral
home website at www.ymlfuner-
alhome.com.

Memorial contributions may be
made to either Grace Baptist
Church or the Alzheimer’s
Disease Association.
Contributions may be left in care
of the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home, 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan,
Kansas 66502. 

Florence Zentz
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Reagan Returns To Faculty
After serving in the office of the

president for the past 24 years,
Charles Reagan has announced that
he will be returning to the faculty at
the end of this academic year. He
directly served Presidents Jon
Wefald and Kirk Schulz during a
K-State career which began in
1967. He began working in the
president’s office in 1986.

“I appreciate the outstanding job
that Chuck has done in serving the
senior administration for the last 24
years,” said President Kirk Schulz.
“During his tenure, he has provided
exceptional service in helping
Kansas State move to greater
heights.”

Reagan played a key leadership
role when he assisted Schulz and
incoming Athletic Director John
Currie with their transition to
Kansas State University during the
past year.

“It has been my good fortune to
have the wisdom and experience
Dr. Reagan provides to rely upon as
we have acclimated to Kansas State
over the last eight months,” Currie
said. “He has provided great insight
as a cabinet colleague and been an
important factor in the launch of
the new K-State Athletics Board of
Directors.”

Reagan has chaired the Landon
Lecture Series for the past 26 years,
bringing U.S. and foreign heads of
state, Pulitzer Prize winners, Nobel
laureates, senators, prominent his-
torians, national media personali-
ties and more. His tenure has
included lectures by U.S.
Presidents George H.W. Bush;
Jimmy Carter; George W. Bush;
and Bill Clinton. Foreign heads of
state included President Jose
Napoleon Duarte, El Salvador;
Oscar Arias, Costa Rica; Violetta
Chomorro, Nicaragua; Gen.
Wojciech Jaruzelski and Lech
Walesa, Poland; Ernesto Zedillo

and Vicente Fox, Mexico; and
Mikhail Gorbachev, U.S.S.R.

“When alumni speak of their
most cherished memories of K-
State, they often mention attending
a Landon Lecture,” said Amy
Button Renz, president and CEO of
the K-State Alumni Association.
“Chuck has provided tens of thou-
sands of alumni, students and other
friends lasting educational opportu-
nities to hear from prominent
worldwide leaders. He has played
an integral role in advancing the
university’s presence throughout
the state and nation, and we have
been truly fortunate to have his
leadership.” 

As chief of staff and deputy to
the president, Reagan supervises
the offices of affirmative action and
general counsel, as well as McCain
Auditorium and the Marianna
Kistler Beach Museum of Art.
Through grants and fund-raising,
Reagan has brought more than $19
million to K-State in his career.
Since 2003, he became administra-
tively responsible for funding the
Institute for Military History, and
in that role has been principal
investigator for nearly $10 million
in federal grants for security studies
at K-State.

Reagan, originally from Wichita,
began his K-State career as an
assistant professor of philosophy.
He served as an associate professor
of philosophy from 1972-1980 and
became professor and head of the
philosophy department in 1980.
Reagan was named associate to
President Jon Wefald in 1986. In
2009, President Kirk Schulz named
him chief of staff and deputy to the
president. 

A 1964 graduate of Holy Cross
College in Worcester, Mass.,
Reagan received his master’s
degree from the University of
Kansas in 1966, and in 1967 he

became the first person to earn a
doctorate in philosophy from KU.
In addition, Reagan studied at the
Institute de’etudes europeennes and
the University of Paris. In the mid-
1970s, Reagan was a researcher in
Paris and a Fulbright visiting pro-
fessor at the University of
Toulouse.

Reagan is a specialist in French
philosophy and is a biographer and
expert on the famous French
philosopher Paul Ricoeur. Reagan
is the author of six books and
numerous articles. During the
2010-11 academic year, Reagan
will be on a full-year sabbatical,
during which time he will work on
two books, including a memoir of
his recollections of personal con-
versations with his friend, the late
French philosopher Paul Ricoeur. 

Reagan has had a parallel career
as a commuter airline pilot, flight
instructor and charter pilot. He
holds an Airline Transport Rating
and jet rated. He flies as captain of
the university’s Citation Jet and
holds the title of professor of avia-
tion as well as professor of philoso-
phy. He is a member of the board of
directors of the National Business
Aviation Association and is the K-
State representative to the Aviation
Advisory Board at Manhattan
Regional Airport. He is also a
licensed railroad locomotive engi-
neer.

A search for Reagan’s successor
will begin immediately. Schulz will
chair the search committee, and
will be joined by Provost April
Mason, and Director of
Government Relations Susan
Peterson. Reagan will have the title
of senior adviser to the president
and will be responsible for helping
his successor transition into the
position.

Kansas Secretary of State Ron
Thornburgh announced he would
resign his position effective
February 15, 2010.

“It has been a tremendous
honor and privilege to serve my
fellow Kansans as Secretary of
State for the last 15 years. My
family and I have been very
blessed by this opportunity.  The
support and friendships we have
received from countless Kansans
has been invaluable. Thank you
to the voters and my staff for
making this experience possible.
I am very proud of my record and
the many accomplishments
throughout my years of public
service,” said Thornburgh. 

Thornburgh was first elected in
1994 and re-elected in 1998, 2002

and 2006. In his last two elec-
tions, he received the most votes
of any statewide elected candi-
date. His accomplishments
include modernizing the office,
improving efficiencies and reduc-
ing the size of the staff. On the
national level, he served as presi-
dent of the National Association
of Secretaries of State and helped
to draft the Help America Vote
Act (HAVA) of 2002. 

Thornburgh was recognized
with the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology 2002 Digital
Government “Agent of Change”
award presented after he led
Kansas to national prominence in
electronic services. The award
recognized Thornburgh as being

one of the leading pioneers in e-
government. He has worked tire-
lessly to find ways to make doing
business with the Secretary of
State’s office faster, better and
cheaper for customers.

Thornburgh will move to the
private sector and join NIC as the
Senior Vice President of Sales
and Marketing. NIC is the leading
provider of official government
portals, online services and
secure government payment pro-
cessing solutions. The company
is based out of Olathe, Kansas. 

Governor Mark Parkinson will
appoint a replacement to serve
out the remainder of the term;
which expires on Monday,
January 10, 2011. 

Thornburgh to Resign
as Secretary of State

The “Substance Abuse
Treatment Access for the
Indigent” project of Pawnee
Mental Health Services was
recently awarded a $43,700 grant 

by the Sunflower Foundation:
Health Care for Kansans, a
Topeka-based philanthropic
organization with the mission to
serve as a catalyst for improving
the health of Kansans. 

The grant award helps defray
the salary/benefits costs of an
alcohol and drug therapist for

individuals with annual house-
hold incomes between 200 and
400% of federal poverty guide-
lines who pay only a fraction of
the cost of treatment.   The award
does not cover the cost of court
ordered substance abuse services.

“This grant award provides
Pawnee the resources to deliver
professional outpatient substance
abuse treatment services to indi-
viduals who do not qualify for
Medicaid but can’t afford the full
cost of health insurance or sub-

stance abuse treatment,” says
Executive Director, Robbin Cole.
“The Sunflower Foundation’s
grant allows us to continue our
mission of service to the least
able in our community.” 

Pawnee Mental Health
Services is a licensed community
mental health center and licensed
substance abuse treatment center
serving more than 7000 people
annually throughout 10 counties
in north central Kansas.  

Pawnee Receives Abuse Grant
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Thoughts From The Prairie
Rally in Riley 

A lot has happened since the first
Manhattan Tea Party last year and the
grassroots movement that spawned the Tea
Parties continues to grow and has become
a formidable cultural and political force.
Locally, what was initially called the
Manhattan Tea Party has been expanded to
the Flint Hills Tea Party (FHTP). The
FHTP is initiating a plan to expanding into
all areas of the Flint Hills with a Rally in
Riley, Kansas, February 27, 2010, at the
Riley County Graded School at 100 North
Remmele. The Rally begins at 10 AM with
Fresh Green Grass, a blue grass band from
Blue Rapids, KS, followed by brief pre-
sentations from Tea Party Action Team
Leaders reporting on activities and a short
presentation about who we are and what
we are about. 

Kris Kobach is our featured speaker at
the Rally. We selected Professor Kobach
because we believe he is the Nation’s fore-
most authority on the Constitution of the
United States. Since the support and
defense of the Constitution is our uniting
principle, we regard this as our premier
activity to initiate our third objective of
educating and training the public and our-
selves. There will be a Q&A period after
Kris’ presentation.

There is a lot of controversy about who
Tea Party members are. Before addressing
who we are, it is appropriate to state who
WE ARE NOT. We are not associated with
a political party nor do we desire to
become one. While we believe an organ-
ized party system is necessary for balance,
we believe that blind loyalty to a political
party is a deterrent to the selection of the
best representatives.     

Who are we? WE ARE THE PEOPLE
of a Constitutional Republic. We are patri-
otic Americans whose unifying principle is
to adamantly “support and defend the
Constitution of the United States of
America against all enemies, foreign and
domestic.” To formalize our activities, we

have established three objectives: 1). To
restore the values of our Nation’s
Founders. 2). To recruit and support
Constitutional candidates. 3) To educate
and train members, candidates and the
public. We believe it is critical that we
remember that America was founded, not
as a democracy, but a Constitutional
Republic. 

The amazing thing about the Tea Party
movement is there is no central leadership,
yet the same message is being proclaimed
across the nation. Several of us from the
FHTP went to hear Sarah Palin address a
packed house of 6,000 at the Salina
Chamber of Commerce meeting February
5, 2010, then listened to her address the
National Tea Party Convention in
Nashville with the same message: “The
Tea Party movement is about lower taxes,
smaller government, transparency, energy
independence and strong national securi-
ty.”

Judge Roy Moore, also at the National
Convention, observed: “This tea-party
movement is big,” Moore explained. “It’s
waking up our country. There is a battle
around this great nation. Every one of you
– black, white, young, old, Republican,
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“Conscience of Kansas”
Give Me the Ball! Entitlement 

in the Political Field
Hardly a day goes by that we do not hear

about a famous sports player breaking
societal rules for his or her own personal
deviant desires. Whether it is marital infi-
delity, unscrupulous financial dealings, or
just the case of the sensationalized beloved
being jerks to their followers, there is an
undeniable trend that some believe that all
is owed to them no questions asked.

Of course this is not just a phenomenon
predominant in the sports industry. It is a
mental state of mind that brings about the
arrogant belief of entitlement, the idea that
a person deserves everything at once just
for being who they are despite their per-
sonal actions. Cases of entitlement gone
bad at times catch the public’s attention
with out-of-control sports figures, those
who fail to conform to team rules and cre-
ate general chaos on and off the field, and
then complain that they were not given
their fair share of time to play, bonus dol-
lars to perform, or face time in front of the
camera.

The transition from sports to politics is
made easily by listening to the actual
architect of the entitlement philosophy
(the modern day liberal). Even today, the
microphones are still warm from the liber-
al breath of former Bill Clinton political
mouthpiece James Carville and his state-
ments that allude to entitlement. Carville
said about this year’s Super Bowl that
other than people living in Indianapolis,
anyone who did not root for the New
Orleans Saints was less of a human being.
With his snappy Cajun style of banter,
Carville fused the New Orleans Saints
football team with years of economic and
racial inequality to frame a football team

that Americans should not just support
because of love of team, but because they
deserve to win because they who they are,
entitled.

This same bold challenge to defy the
entitled at the ballot box was recently
thrust at Scott Brown in his historic upset
win in Massachusetts. Liberals found it
distasteful that a Republican would have
the audacity to even run in an election on
a ballot that once held the name of Ted
Kennedy. We see the same entitlement
mentality on the defiant lips of people like
Bertha Lewis from the infamous brothel-
builders at ACORN. The idea that their
organization should be punished with
investigative probes or withdrawn govern-
mental funding is a foreign concept that
has no potential to become a reality,
because in the minds of the entitled, they
are deserving of the rewards they receive
simply by their state of existence.  

Paul A. Ibbetson

See Conscience on page 12

See Thoughts on page 12
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Men's Basketball - 2009-10        19-4
Schedule/Results 

Season
Date Opponent Opp Rank Location Time (CST) Results Media

Sun, Nov 08 Pittsburg State (Exh.) - Manhattan 3 p.m. 89 - 53 (W)

Fri, Nov 13 Loyola Chicago - Manhattan 7 p.m. 92 - 54 (W)

Sun, Nov 15 Western Illinois - Manhattan 3 p.m. 82 - 50 (W)

O'Reilly Auto Parts Puerto Rico Tipoff
Thu, Nov 19 Boston University - at San Juan, Puerto Rico 6:30 p.m. 80 - 70 (W)

Fri, Nov 20 Ole Miss - at San Juan, Puerto Rico 7:30 p.m. 74 - 86 (L)

Sun, Nov 22 Dayton 18/21 at San Juan, Puerto Rico 4:30 p.m. 83 - 75 (W)

K-State Holiday Classic

Sat, Nov 28 IUPUI - Kansas City, Mo. (Sprint Center)  3 p.m. 70 - 57 (W)

Tue, Dec 01 Fort Hays State - Manhattan 7 p.m. 83 - 76 (W)

Big 12 / Pac-10 Hardwood Series
Sat, Dec 05 Washington State - Manhattan 8 p.m. 86 - 69 (W)

Tue, Dec 08 Xavier - Manhattan 8 p.m. 71 - 56 (W)

Sat, Dec 12 UNLV - at Las Vegas, Nev. (Orleans Arena) 6 p.m. 95 - 80 (W)

Coors Classic
Sat, Dec 19 Alabama - at Mobile, Ala. (Mitchell Center) 8 p.m. 87 - 74 (W)

Mon, Dec 21 Arkansas-Pine Bluff - Manhattan 7 p.m. 90 - 76 (W)

Tue, Dec 29 Cleveland State - Manhattan 7 p.m. 85 - 56 (W)

Sun, Jan 03 South Dakota - Manhattan 12 p.m. 91 - 69 (W)

Sat, Jan 09 Missouri * - at Columbia, Mo. 1 p.m. 68 - 74 (L)

Tue, Jan 12 Texas A&M * - Manhattan 6 p.m. 88 - 64 (W)

Sat, Jan 16 Colorado * - at Boulder, Colo. 3 p.m. 87 - 81 (W)

Mon, Jan 18 Texas * - Manhattan 8 p.m. 81 - 62 (W)

Sat, Jan 23 Oklahoma State * - Manhattan 3 p.m. 69 - 73 (L)

Tue, Jan 26 Baylor * - at Waco, Texas 7 p.m. 76 - 74 (W)

Sat, Jan 30 Kansas * - Manhattan 6 p.m. 79 - 81 (L)

Tue, Feb 02 Nebraska * - at Lincoln, Neb. 7 p.m. 76 - 57 (W)

Sat, Feb 06 Iowa State * - at Ames, Iowa 1 p.m. 79 - 75 (W)

Sat, Feb 13 Colorado * - Manhattan 5 p.m. Big 12 Network

Wed, Feb 17 Nebraska * - Manhattan 6 p.m. FOX Sports Kansas City

Sat, Feb 20 Oklahoma * - at Norman, Okla. 5 p.m. ESPNU

Tue, Feb 23 Texas Tech * - at Lubbock, Texas 7 p.m. Big 12 Network

Sat, Feb 27 Missouri * - Manhattan 7 p.m. ESPNU

Wed, Mar 03 Kansas * - at Lawrence, Kan. 7 p.m. Big 12 Network

Sat, Mar 06 Iowa State * - Manhattan 5 p.m. Big 12 Network

Phillips 66 Big 12 Championship
Wed, Mar 10 TBA - at Kansas City, Mo. (Sprint Center) TBA 

* Conference Games 

209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

DUANE L. McKINNEY
Broker-Appraiser-Inspector

APPRAISALS, SALES,
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

116 S. 4th St, Suite 2
Manhattan, Ks 66502

_________________________
Phone: 785 776-1010
Fax: 785 539-1026

E-Mail: manreal@kansas.net

Manhattan Realty Services

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE

MANHATTAN, KS  66502

Serving your
insurance

needs BEST

(785)539-7576

   Independent
  Insurance
Agent

Manhattan

Shoe Repair

216 South 4th, Manhattan, Ks

VFW Plaza

776-1193

Repairing
•Shoes • Boots • Purses

•Luggage • Harnesses

•Back Packs •Leather Coats

See the back issues of
the Manhattan Free

Press at:

manhattanfreepress.com
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Baylor Lady Bears Drop
Wildcats, 65-47 

KSU Sports Information
Baylor used a strong second

half to put away Kansas State, 65-
47, Wednesday night, halting the
Wildcats' attempt to defeat a sec-
ond ranked opponent at home in
as many games. 

With the loss, the Wildcats
dropped to 11-10 on the season
and 3-4 in Big 12 play. The Lady
Bears moved to 16-5 on the year
and 3-4 in conference play. -

After a slow start to the first
half, the Wildcats went on a 9-0
run, capped off by a Kari Kincaid
3-pointer, to tie the game at 24-
24. The Wildcats went into half-
time trailing by just two points,
30-28. The Wildcats stormed
back out of the break and with a
basket from Ashley Sweat tied
the game at 39-39 at the 14:25
mark. From that point on, howev-
er, it was all Baylor as the Bears
cruised to the victory.  
The Wildcats were led by Sweat
with 22 points. It was her 11th

straight game with double-digit
scoring and moved her career
total to 1,674 to move into fifth
on the K-State career scoring list.
Sophomore Jalana Childs added
nine points and led the team with
seven rebounds. 

Baylor was led by Brittney
Griner, who recorded a Bramlage
Coliseum-record eight blocks
while setting the single-season
Big 12 blocks record with 122.
Griner finished with 26 points,
including a one-handed dunk of a
rebound with 4:53 remaining in
the game. The Lady Bears com-
bined for nine total blocks, anoth-
er Bramalage Coliseum record.  

The Wildcats next hit the road
as they battle in-state rival
Kansas in Lawrence on Saturday.
The game is scheduled for a 2
p.m., tipoff and can be heard on
the K-State Sports Network.

"Not to state the obvious but I
thought we were pretty good and
competitive against a high quality

Jalana Childs (33) goes up for a shot.

Taelor Karr (12) turns to the inside.

Brittany Chambers (2) makes the pass.

(Photos by 

Ben Brake)

opponent in the first half. But, we
did not come out in the second
half with the same intensity and
accountability that we have to
bring. We did not rebound the ball
at the level we have been. We also
got a little tentative in the first
few minutes in the second half. I
thought we might be able to over-
come it but we could not. I
thought there were four or five
foul situations when they went
inside to Griner (Brittney) that
really changed the game. After
that I did not think we responded
with a great deal of toughness. I
did not think we dug in well on
the offensive end. We had so
many wasted offensive posses-
sions in the second half. Of
course you have to credit Baylor's
defense especially in the second
half they were tremendous. I
think it was pretty obvious that it
was a tale of two halves for us."
said head coach Deb Patterson.

Brit
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KSU Sports Information
Senior Denis Clemente was

named the Oscar Robertson
National Player of the Week on
Tuesday in an announcement by
the U.S. Basketball Writers
Association. 

Clemente, who was named the
Phillips 66 Big 12 Player of the
Week for the second time in his
career on Monday, helped the
Wildcats to a pair of road wins
over Nebraska (76-57) and Iowa
State (79-75) this past week.  He
averaged 26.5 points on 50 per-
cent shooting (16-of-32), includ-
ing 64.7 percent (11-of-17) from
3-point range, in the two wins
with 4.0 assists and 3.5 rebounds
in 36.0 minutes per game.  He
also went a combined 10-of-10
from the free throw line. 

Clemente began the week by
scoring a game-high 23 points in
the Wildcats' first win at
Nebraska since 2006.  He went 7-
of-14 from the field, including 5-
of-9 from 3-point range, with a
team-tying five assists and three
rebounds in 35 minutes of action.
He then followed with his second

career 30-point game in the
Wildcats' fourth straight win at
Iowa State on Saturday, connect-
ing on 9-of-18 field goals, includ-
ing 6-of-8 from beyond the arc,
with four rebounds and three
assists in 37 minutes.  He also
went a perfect 6-of-6 from the
free throw line.  It was Clemente's
highest point total since tying the
Big 12 record with 44 against
Texas on Jan. 31, 2009, while his
six 3-pointers matched his career-
high, which was set in the per-
formance against the Longhorns.    

The USBWA's weekly honor is
presented by Blue Ribbon
College Basketball Yearbook and
is handed out each Tuesday
throughout the season.  Clemente
was chosen for the honor by a
representative of the USBWA
board of directors from a list of
Division I conference players of
the week.  This is the first season
that the USBWA has selected a
national player of the week.  As
the weekly Oscar Robertson
National Player of the Week,
Clemente will be added to the
Oscar Robertson Trophy Watch

List, which will be released at
mid-season.  It marks the second
time in Clemente's career he has
been named a National Player of
the Week, as he named the
ESPN.com National Player of the
Week after his 44-point effort
against Texas on Jan. 31, 2009. 

A starter in all 23 games,
Clemente has helped the Wildcats
to their highest ranking in the AP
poll since 1973 at No. 9 as well as
their highest ranking in the
Coaches' poll, also at No. 9, since
USA Today took over ownership
in 1991-92.  He is averaging 15.7
points on 38.4 percent shooting,
including 33.6 percent from 3-
point range, with team highs in
both assists (4.0) and minutes
(33.7) per game.

No. 9/9 Kansas State (19-4, 6-3
Big 12) will have the week off
before playing host to Colorado
(11-12, 2-7 Big 12) on Saturday
in the first of back-to-back home
game at Bramlage Coliseum at 5
p.m.  The game will be broadcast
regionally on the Big 12 Network
as well as nationally on ESPN
Full Court. 

Clemente Earns National Honor from USBWA

SportsSports

RODS • SHADES • DRAPERIES • BLINDS

FABRIC BY THE YARD

IN HOME CLEANING OF FABRIC WINDOW COVERINGS

Phone (785) 537-4260 317 Poyntz

Toll Free - 1-800-515-9478 Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Drapery World and Blinds
Tom Deaver

“We measure and install”

and “Brighten insides”

KSU Sports Information
Kansas State earned its highest

ranking in The Associated Press poll
in more than 35 years on Monday, as
the Wildcats jumped one spot to No.
9 in the poll. 

K-State is now ranked in the Top
10 in both major polls for the second
time this season, raising two spots in
the ESPN/USA Today Coaches poll
to No. 9.  It is the highest AP ranking
since also placing ninth in the poll on
March 13, 1973, while it matches the
highest ranking in the Coaches' poll
since USA Today took over owner-
ship of the poll in 1991-92.  The

squad was also ranked ninth in the
ESPN poll on Jan. 19.     

The Wildcats have now been
ranked among the nation's Top 25 in
both polls for nine consecutive
weeks, while they have been ranked
among the AP Top 15 for six straight
weeks.  It is the longest stretch in the
Top 25 since ranking 16 consecutive
weeks in the AP poll from 1972-73,
while it is the longest stretch in the
AP Top 15 since the 1961-62 team
was among the Top 10 for 14 weeks
in a row from Dec. 19, 1961 to March
13, 1962.

The Wildcats, who are past the

mid-way point of the Big 12 season,
are off to their best start in nearly 50
years with their current 19-4 overall
mark.  It is the sixth-best start in
school history and the best since the
1961-62 squad opened the year at 21-
2.  

A win against Colorado (11-12, 2-
7 Big 12) on Saturday at Bramlage
Coliseum would give the team at
least 20 wins for the fourth consecu-
tive season, which would be a first in
school history, while it would make
Frank Martin the first head coach to
post 20 wins in each of his first three
seasons.

'Cats Earn Highest AP Ranking Since 1973
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Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home

Serving  Manhattan  And  Surrounding  Communities
Since  1925  

Formerly BURLIEW-COWAN-EDWARDS FUNERAL HOME

(785) 539-7481
www.ymlfuneralhome.com

Douglas P. Meloan Eric S. Londeen
1616 Poyntz Av, Manhattan

Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

Get 
in 
the 
game...

Advertise

in the 

Manhattan Free Press

785-537-8953

K-State Women's Basketball - 11 - 11
2009-10 Schedule/Results  

Season

Date Opponent Location Time (CST) Results Media
Tue, Nov 03 Fort Hays State (Ex) Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 81 - 68 (W)

Mon, Nov 09 Pittsburg State (Ex) Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 89 - 61 (W)

Sat, Nov 14 Indiana State Manhattan, Kan. 5 p.m. 73 - 77 (L)

Mon, Nov 16 Arkansas State Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 79 - 80 (L) OT

Fri, Nov 20 Washington State Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 70 - 63 (W)

Mon, Nov 23 Creighton at Omaha, Neb. 7:05 p.m. 54 - 63 (L)

Fri, Nov 27 BYU at Provo, Utah 4:30 p.m. (CT) 65 - 62 (W)

Wed, Dec 02 Arkansas at Fayetteville, Ark. 7 p.m. 58 - 60 (L)

Commerce Bank Wildcat Classic
Fri, Dec 04 Missouri State vs. UTEP at Manhattan, Kan. 4 p.m. 

Fri, Dec 04 Grambling State Manhattan, Kan. 6 p.m. 64-60 (W)

Sat, Dec 05 Consolation Game at Manhattan, Kan. 1 p.m. 

Sat, Dec 05 Championship Game at Manhattan, Kan. 3 p.m. 87-62 (W)

Sun, Dec 13 Northwestern Manhattan, Kan. 2 p.m. 50-53 (L)

Duel in the Desert
Sat, Dec 19 Hawaii at Las Vegas, Nev. 9:30 p.m. (CT) 61-71 (L)

Sun, Dec 20 VCU at Las Vegas, Nev. 4:30 p.m./9:30 p.m. 73-67 (W)

Mon, Dec 21 TBA at Las Vegas, Nev. TBA 59-55 (W)

Tue, Dec 29 UC Davis at Davis, Calif. 9 p.m. (CT) 73-59 (W)

Sat, Jan 02 Yale Manhattan, Kan. 2 p.m. 78-59 (W)

Sat, Jan 09 Kansas * Manhattan, Kan. 11 a.m. 59 - 35 (W)

Wed, Jan 13 Missouri * at Columbia, Mo. 6 p.m. 65 - 50 (W)

Sat, Jan 16 Oklahoma State * at Stillwater, Okla. 7 p.m. 56 - 66 (L)

Wed, Jan 20 Colorado * Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 57 - 63 (L)

Sat, Jan 23 Nebraska * at Lincoln, Neb. 11 a.m. 56 - 71 (L)

Sun, Jan 31 Iowa State * Manhattan, Kan. 2 p.m. 73 - 67 (W)

Wed, Feb 03 Baylor * Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 47 - 65 (L)

Sun, Feb 07 Kansas * at Lawrence, Kan. 1 p.m. 60 - 70 (L)

Wed, Feb 10 Missouri * Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. FSN Kansas City K-State Sports Network

Sat, Feb 13 Texas A&M * at College Station, Texas 7 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Wed, Feb 17 Texas * at Austin, Texas 7 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Sun, Feb 21 Oklahoma * Manhattan, Kan. 2 p.m. FSN K-State Sports Network

Wed, Feb 24 Texas Tech * Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. FSN Kansas City K-State Sports Network

Sat, Feb 27 Iowa State * at Ames, Iowa 7 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Wed, Mar 03 Colorado * at Boulder, Colo. 8 p.m. (CT) K-State Sports Network

Sat, Mar 06 Nebraska * Manhattan, Kan. 12 p.m. K-State Sports Network

2010 Phillips 66 Big 12 Championships
Thu, Mar 11 -

Sun, Mar 14 TBA at Kansas City, Mo. TBA 

K-State Sports Network

* Conference Games 

EXP:03-31-07

$21.95$26.95

With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

Expires Jan. 15, 09

$29.95
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32 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINKS

79 CENTS

BEST GAS PRICES IN TOWN

WE CARRY ETHENOL

SNICKERS 2 FOR $1.25
___________________________________________

Marlboro: Pack: $4.65 - Carton: $44.99

Winston: Pack $4.29 - Carton: $40.99

Camel: Pack $4.43 - Carton: $42.49

Pall Mall:Pack $3.39 - Carton: $32.99

Liggett $3.72 - Carton $35.99
- Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice -

Special: Marlboro 3 Pack - $13.50

Camel 3 Pack - $12.75

Liggett 3Pack - $10.95

Fresh DONUTS
Every Morning!!

Check Our U-Haul Prices 

Reserve Your

U-Hall 

323-0307 or 539-2827

TTaayy lloorr ’’ss   FFaammii llyy   HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday Thru Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or Marianne

The Board of County 
Commissioners Minutes

The Board of County
Commissioners

Of Riley County, Kansas
The Regular meeting of the Board

of County Commissioners met at the
Riley County Plaza East Building
January 28, 2010 with the following
members present:  Mike Kearns,
Chairman; Karen McCulloh, Vice
Chair; and Rich Vargo, County Clerk.
Alvan Johnson, Member, was absent.

8:30 Public Comment & Business
Meeting

Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services; Johnette Shepek, Budget
and Finance Officer; Leon Hobson,
Public Works Director/County
Engineer; Joan Strickler, League of
Women Voters; Laurie Harrison,
Emergency Management
Coordinator; Joyce Mermis, KMAN;
Dawn Shoffner, Assistant
Information Technology Director;
Cory Meyer, Network Administrator;
and Craig Cox, Assistant County
Counselor, attended.

Cox said at the November 9th
meeting the consideration of the road
closing located at Grandview Heights
Subdivision was tabled. Cox said the
reconvening of the public hearing
will need to take place prior to hold-
ing the road viewing this afternoon.

Shepek asked, would the Board
like the Riley County Police
Department to present their budget at
a City/County meeting for the com-
missioners that do not sit on the Law
Board?

The Board of County
Commissioners stated our preference
is for the Riley County Police
Department budget to be presented at
a City/County meeting. 

Kearns said he met with Mayor
Strawn and he is agreeable to signing
a joint letter expressing State support
for restaurant and lodging inspec-
tions.

McCulloh moved to sign a
Declaration of Local Disaster
Emergency for Riley County,
Kansas. Kearns seconded. Carried 2-
0.

McCulloh moved to sign CIP
Activation Forms for the following:

2- Motor Graders in the amount of
$80,000,

Standby power for IT Department
in the amount of $75,000
CIP/$60,000 Building Fund,

12-yard Tandem Axle Dump Truck
in the amount  of $155,000,

Roadside mower in the amount of
$75,000,

HHW Collection Trailer in the
amount of $12,000.

Kearns seconded. Carried 2-0.
McCulloh moved to approve the

payroll vouchers in the amount of
$214,158.12 and the following war-

rant vouchers for January 29, 2010:

2010 Budget
County General $1,119,002.06
Teen Court Collected Fund 16.68
Juvenile Intake Case Mgr 40.00
Riley Co Juvenile Service

6,318.95
Motor Vehicle Operations

4,467.59
21st Jud Dist Teen Court 838.59
Riley Co Adult Services

7,401.16
Capital Improvements Fund

7,360.43
Economic Development

30,333.00
Emergency 911 2,718.74
Solid Waste 6,670.30
County Building 721.42
Road & Bridge Cap Project

8,367.40
RCPD Levy/Op 741,478.38
Riley Co Fire Dist #1

6,266.64
Riley Co Fire Dist CapOut 715.00
University Park W&S 43.56
Hunters Island Water Dist 19.80
Deep Creek Sewer 7.92
Moehlman Bottoms 6.33
Valleywood Operations 38.28
Terra Heights Sewer 18.48
Konza Water Operations 54.56
TOTAL. . . . . . . .

$1,942,905.27

2009 Budget
County General $235,054.03
Special Prosecutor Trust

1,928.26
Teen Court Collected Fund 136.77
Juvenile Intake Case Mgr 156.95
Riley Co Juvenile Service

1,996.20
21st Jud Dist Teen Court 952.32
Riley Co Adult Services

1,945.86
Emergency 911 4,345.38
Solid Waste 113,161.40
County Building 1,837.37
Road & Bridge Cap Project

396.00
RCPD Levy/Op 9,953.28
Landfill Closure 62.88
Riley Co Fire Dist #1

9,361.84
Riley Co Fire Dist CapOut 16.00
University Park W&S

3,488.50
Hunters Island Water Dist

1,832.38
Carson Sewer Benefit Dist 280.90
Deep Creek Sewer 329.47
Moehlman Bottoms 981.28
Valleywood Operations 668.57
Terra Heights Sewer 894.04
Konza Water Operations

4,966.43
Valleywood Cap Reserve

1,288.14

TOTAL. . . . . . . .
$396,034.25

Kearns seconded. Carried 2-0.
McCulloh moved to approve the

Riley County 911 Maintenance
Agreement 2010 with Ka-Comm,
Inc. in the amount of $15,768.00.
Kearns seconded. Carried 2-0.

The Board of County
Commissioners signed a Riley
County Personnel Action Form for
Dan Lindsey-Shelton, a Public Works
Operator I, in the Road & Bridge
Department, for Separation from
County Service, effective January 27,
2010.

The Board of County
Commissioners signed a Riley
County Position Action Form for a
Public Works Operator I, in the
Public Works-Road and Bridge
Department, at a grade H.

Vargo presented the recommenda-
tion to add to the Pay Periods,
Paychecks, and Direct Deposit Policy
which states that:  #5 upon separation
of service from Riley County,
employees will no longer be granted
access to the paperless/secure pay
stub access system after their last day
of employment. The last pay stub will
be mailed to the employee. 

McCulloh moved to accept the
revision “#5.  Upon separation of
service from Riley County, employ-
ees will no longer be granted access
to the paperless/secure pay stub
access system after their last day of
employment. The last pay stub will
be mailed to the employee.” to the
Pay Periods, Paychecks, and Direct
Deposit Policy. Kearns seconded.
Carried 2-0.

McCulloh moved to approve the
minutes of January 25, 2010 as
amended. Kearns seconded. Carried
2-0.

McCulloh moved to add to the
agenda an executive session to dis-
cuss pending litigation. Kearns sec-
onded. Carried 2-0.

9:15 Budget and Planning
Committee – Johnette Shepek,
Budget and Finance Officer

Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services; Joyce Mermis, KMAN;
Monty Wedel, Planning/Special
Projects Director; Leon Hobson,
Public Works Director/County

See Commission page 10

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE

MANHATTAN, KS  66502

Serving your
insurance

needs BEST

(785)539-7576

   Independent
  Insurance
Agent
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Engineer; Cory Meyer, Network
Administrator; Dawn Shoffner,
Assistant Information Technology
Director; and Joan Strickler, League
of Women Voters, attended.

Shepek presented a 2009 complet-
ed CIP projects and 2010 CIP
approved project list.

Shepek presented a CIP, a county
building, an economic development,
and a ½ cent sales tax update.

9:35 Dawn Shoffner, Assistant
Information Technology Director

Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services; Joyce Mermis, KMAN;
Cory Meyer, Network Administrator;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer; and Joan Strickler, League of
Women Voters, attended.

Shoffner presented an Information
Technology staff report.

McCulloh discussed the Health
Department’s need to upgrade their
phone system. McCulloh suggested
the Health Department consider
working with Riley County when
upgrading phone systems. McCulloh
stated a Technology Committee
including City personnel will be
meeting to discuss the Health
Department’s needs. McCulloh said
she would like for some Riley
County Information Technology staff
to participate.

Kearns suggested contacting Riley
County Police Department Director
Schoen to discuss the Riley County
Police Department’s information
technology needs and the possibility
of Riley County Information
Technology providing service.

9:50 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services

Administrative Work Session
Joyce Mermis, KMAN; Johnette

Shepek, Budget and Finance Officer;
Will Klusener, Manhattan Mercury;
and Joan Strickler, League of Women
Voters, attended.

9:50 Kearns moved that the
County Commission recess into
executive session on potential litiga-
tion for the purpose of consultation
with an attorney for the Commission,
which would be deemed privileged in
the attorney-client relationship, an
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, the open meeting to
resume in the County Commission
Chambers at 10:00 a.m. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

9:59 Kearns moved to go out of
executive session. McCulloh second-
ed. Carried 2-0.

No binding action was taken dur-
ing the executive session.

10:00 Kearns moved that the
County Commission recess into
executive session on pending litiga-
tion for the purpose of consultation
with an attorney for the Commission,
which would be deemed privileged in
the attorney-client relationship, an
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, the open meeting to
resume in the County Commission
Chambers at 10:05 a.m. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

10:04 Kearns moved to go out of
executive session. McCulloh second-
ed. Carried 2-0.

No binding action was taken dur-
ing the executive session.

10:05 Holeman discussed an
amendment to SB368 “fourth time
DUI’s”. The amendment provides
that when prisoners are in the custody
of the Secretary of Corrections that
the county not be responsible for
medical cost.

The Board agreed with the revi-
sions to SB368.

Holeman discussed an amendment
to SB346, which addresses inmates
10-days or less left on their sentence
when sentenced all cost incurred in
those 10-days are the responsibility
of the Secretary of Corrections while
incarcerated in the county jail.

The Board agreed with the revi-
sions to SB346.

Holeman presented a draft letter
supporting the State funding restau-
rant and hotel inspections.

Kearns moved to sign a letter to the
Governor of Kansas, Mark Parkinson
concerning the loss of State funding
for local food service and hotel
inspectors. McCulloh seconded.
Carried 2-0.

Holeman presented a draft testimo-
ny on HB2445 encroachment on mil-
itary installations.

The Board, by consensus, agreed
with the draft testimony on HB2445.

10:20 Executive Sessions to dis-
cuss department head evaluations

10:20 Kearns moved that the
County Commission recess into
executive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters excep-
tion to the Kansas Open Meetings
Act in order to discuss a performance
matter involving a county employee

The Kansas Supreme Court has
appointed Kansas State University's
W. Franklin Spikes to the Kansas
Continuing Legal Education
Commission.

Spikes, a professor of educational
leadership and director of K-State's
doctoral program in adult and contin-
uing education, is the only non-attor-
ney to serve on the commission since
it was created 25 years ago. He will
serve a three-year term, with a second
three-year term possible.

The nine-member commission was
formed by the state Supreme Court to
monitor and regulate continuing edu-
cation for practicing attorneys in
Kansas. The state requires that attor-
neys take 12 hours of continuing
legal education a year. Nearly 10,000
attorneys did so in 2009.

The Kansas Continuing Legal
Education Commission reviews and
approves the various entities and pro-
grams offering continuing education
for attorneys, considering both how
closely related the training programs
are to the practice of law in Kansas
and how these initiatives can improve

(Leon Hobson) and to protect the pri-
vacy of the employee, the open meet-
ing to resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 10:35 p.m.
McCulloh seconded. Carried 2-0.

10:41 Kearns moved to go out of
executive session. McCulloh second-
ed. Carried 2-0.

No binding action was taken dur-
ing the executive session.

10:41 Kearns moved that the
County Commission recess into
executive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters excep-
tion to the Kansas Open Meetings
Act in order to discuss a performance
matter involving a county employee
(Monty Wedel) and to protect the pri-
vacy of the employee, the open meet-
ing to resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 10:55 p.m.
McCulloh seconded. Carried 2-0.

10:58 McCulloh moved to go out
of executive session. Kearns second-
ed. Carried 2-0.

No binding action was taken dur-
ing the executive session.

10:58 Kearns moved that the
County Commission recess into
executive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters excep-
tion to the Kansas Open Meetings
Act in order to discuss a performance
matter involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County Commission
Chambers at 11:03 a.m. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

11:02 Kearns moved to go out of
executive session. McCulloh second-
ed. Carried 2-0.

No binding action was taken dur-
ing the executive session.

11:03 Kearns moved that the
County Commission recess into
executive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters excep-
tion to the Kansas Open Meetings
Act in order to discuss a performance
matter involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County Commission
Chambers at 11:08 a.m. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

11:07 Kearns moved to go out of
executive session. McCulloh second-
ed. Carried 2-0.

No binding action was taken dur-
ing the executive session.

Kearns moved to add to the agenda
an executive session to discuss non-

the work of participating attorneys.
The commission also reviews indi-
vidual requests by attorneys to count
various other training programs
toward their continuing education
credit.

"In the broadest sense, the com-
mission is ultimately charged with
protecting the public welfare through
their work by monitoring how the
ongoing education of attorneys is
delivered in the state," Spikes said.

Spikes is an expert in the field of
adult and continuing education who
has more than 30 years of experience
in both the academic and corporate
settings.

He said there are a myriad of issues
facing the commission, including the
legitimacy of distance education pro-
grams.

"There are a lot of questions about
issues of distance learning," Spikes
said. "We're trying to move forward
in an educational environment that
almost all attorneys haven't faced
before."

In a rural state like Kansas, there
may be small law practices with lim-

ited resources for which distance
education would be a plus. But mon-
itoring the quality of that training can
be an issue, Spikes said.

The commission also is responsi-
ble for overseeing the implementa-
tion of the statewide rules and regula-
tions that form the basis for continu-
ing legal education. Spikes will serve
on the statewide task force charged
with the reviewing the regulations.

elected personnel matters. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

11:08 Kearns moved that the
County Commission recess into
executive session pursuant to the
non-elected personnel matters excep-
tion to the Kansas Open Meetings
Act in order to discuss a performance
matter involving a county employee
and to protect the privacy of the
employee, the open meeting to
resume in the County Commission
Chambers at 11:13 a.m. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

11:13 Kearns moved to go out of
executive session. McCulloh second-
ed. Carried 2-0.

No binding action was taken dur-
ing the executive session.

11:18 Kearns moved to reconvene
the Public Hearing from November 9,
2009 for the request for a road vaca-
tion viewing for Blake Richards at
Grandview Heights Subdivision to
commence at 1:00 p.m. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

1:00 Leave for 1:30 p.m. road
vacation viewing for Blake Richards
at Grandview Heights Subdivision

Bob Isaac, Planner; Monty Wedel,
Planning/Special Projects Director;
Craig Cox, Assistant County
Counselor; Blake Richards; and
Harlan Ross, Schwab-Eaton, attend-
ed.

The Board of County
Commissioners viewed the requested
road vacation.

2:35 Kearns moved to adjourn.
McCulloh seconded. Carried 2-0.

Commission Minutes ______________from page 9

Frank Spikes To The Kansas Continuing
Legal Education Commission

Wanklyn
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Manhattan, Ks

Gasoline
Diesel

Propone
Sales

1-800-794-2019
New and Used

Tank Sales
In Operation

Since 1926

Plaza West
3003 Anderson Ave.

Suite 901

539-6444
Open 7 Days A Week

Salad Bar • Taco Bar • Desserts
Pizza Bar • Soups • Childrens Section
Pasta Bar • Breads • And Much More

Kids Eat FREE Tuesdays
Military Discount Wednesdays

Sunday - Brunch Buffet

• •

$2.00 Off
With This Coupon

Not good with other discounts.
Coupon Expires 15Mar10
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1,800 Kansans qualify for 
additional savings on Medicare. 
Do you or your loved ones? Find out by contacting the 
Area Agency on Aging nearest you, toll-free, at 

1-866-457-2364

Adoption
Adoption - A loving alternative

to unplanned pregnancy. You
choose the family for your child.
Receive pictures/info of
waiting/approved couples. Living
expense assistance. 1-866-236-
7638

Business Opportunity
All Cash Vending! Do you earn

$800 in a day? Your own local
candy route. Includes 25 Machines
and Candy. All for $9995. 1-888-
753-3441.

Educational
MISSOURI WELDING INSTI-

TUTE. Nevada, Missouri. Become
a Certified Pipe/Structural Welder.
Graduate in 18 weeks, earn up to
$35/hour. Companies calling week-
ly searching for our graduates. 1-
800-667-5885.  www.mwi.ws

H e a l t h / M e d i c a l
Services/Supplies

Hernia Repair? Did you receive a
Composix Kugel Mesh Patch
between 1999-2008? If the Kugel
patch was removed due to compli-
cations of bowel perforation,
abdominal wall tears, puncture of
abdominal organs or intestinal fis-
tulae, you may be entitled to com-
pensation. Attorney Charles
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

Help Wanted

STUDENT EXCHANGE PRO-
GRAM Seeks Local Coordinators.
Passionate about your community?
Help us expand! Unpaid but mone-
tary/travel incentives. Must be 25+.
Visit effoundation.org or call 877-
216-1293.

Homes for Sale
Government backed financing, 0

Down if you own your own land,
first time homebuyers, single par-
ents program, call for free pre-
approval.    800-261-0245.

Homes for Sale
Time for a NEW home? Call

KanBuild for your FREE design
catalog or a quote 800-343-2783 or
visit kanbuild.com.

Legal Services
Social Security disability claims;

Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law.  No recovery, No fee!  1-800-
259-8548.

Manufactured Homes
AAA $299/mo. available for

Government loans  to new home
buyers.  $0 down if you own land
or family land! CASH IN on
$8,000 TAX CREDIT!  Easy quali-
fication... call for FREE pre-quali-
fication.  785.537.8111

Manufactured Homes
Government Funds Available for

Manufactured homes. We Own The

Bank. Damaged Credit Okay. Zero
Down Programs if you own the
land. 15 homes available. 785-862-
0321

Manufactured Homes
Time has run out. Must sell 4

bedroom manufactured home.
Owner will finance. Must move to
your land. 785-841-4887. 

Misc.
Airlines Are Hiring - Train for

high paying Aviation Maintenance
Career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified - 

Housing Available. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance. (888)
349-5387.

Misc.
Attend College Online from

Home. Medical, Business,
Paralegal, Accounting, Criminal
Justice. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial Aid
if qualified. Call 888-220-3977.
www.CenturaOnline.com

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5;

53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CONTAIN-
ERS. Camlock doors, hardwood
floors support forklift. Delivery
available. 1-785-655-9430
Solomon. www.chuckhenry.com
complete web listing, photos,
specs, pricing.

Free Press Classifieds

By Adam Reichenberger

Last Thursday Public Works
Director and County Engineer, Leon
Hobson presented before the County
Commission the funding conundrum
they have gotten themselves into.
Previously, the Riley County
Commissioners had approved a
motion to replace the Courthouse
Boiler and Cooling Tower. This
change was intended to occur last fall
“between the cooling and heating
season.”

However, as Hobson explained,
when it appeared grant funding might
soon come available the project was
postponed to Spring 2010. Those
grants have yet to come to fruition.
“To date,” stated Hobson, “we are
still in limbo as to the availability of
any grant funding.”

Not holding out any longer, the
County Commission pressed forward
with the initial plan to replace the
Courthouse Boiler and Cooling
Tower. “The Consultant is placing the
final touches to the plans and contract
documents and the project will be out
to bid soon.”

Hobson came to the Commission
with suggestions for funding should
the case arise where grants are indeed
unavailable. The options presented
were:

1. General Fund
2. Building Fund
3. CIP Emergency Fund
4. Economic Development

Fund
5. Combination
“The total cost estimate is

$200,000,” Hobson went on.  It was
suggested at the April 2, 2009
Commission meeting to fund the
project by $65,000 from the County
Building fund and the remainder
from the Economic Development
Fund.

Last April the Economic
Development Fund could afford to
support this project. Now, however,
its funds are tied up in a number of
other projects, namely “the Konza
Water project, Konza Sewer Debt
Repayment, Downtown Manhattan
and Manhattan Chamber of

Commerce appropriations, and the
American Eagle revenue guarantee.”
As such, according to Hobson, “there
are no current funds available in
Economic Development.”

Had the project been initiated last
fall as planned the Economic
Development fund would have car-
ried the load. Now, however, that is
no longer an option.

In light of this it was recommend-
ed that the Commission approve the
funding of the project with the
Building Fund eating up the original-
ly presented $65,000 and the remain-
der ($135,000) to now come from the

Currently paying $115 a
ton for scrap iron.

SMITTY’S

785-736-2964
Axtell, Kansas

BUYING
SCRAP IRON

Read The Free Press on line:

manhattanfreepress.com

Grant Greed
Leads County to

Funding Folly
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S.O.S. SALE of all SALES

FURNITUREFURNITURE WWarar ehouseehouse
Your BEACON to

Savings!SOS

SOS

One block South of
Ft. Riley Blvd. behind

Briggs Auto Lane

2326 Sky Vue Ln. • Manhattan, KS 66502 • (785) 537-2288
Mon.-Sat. 10am - 6pm • Sun. 1pm-5pm

www.the-furniture-warehouse.com

$497

$497

� �

�

�

Sofa available
in 2 colors
Matching Loveseat Available

for $467 Elite Euro Top
Queen Mattress
Set
*Premium National
Brand at Value Line
Prices

SOS
$397

6 Pc Master Bedroom
Sleigh Bed set in 
Black Satin Finish.
Dresser, Mirror, Headboard,
Footboard, Rails & Nightstand

5 Pc Pub Height Set 
with drop leaf

SOS
SOS
$797

(6 Pc.)

(Sofa)

(Queen Set)

(5 pc. Set)

Whether it is the million-dollar
crybabies that derail great sports
teams, or the loudmouth politi-
cians that throw away party vot-
ing majorities, or anywhere it is
found in society, the entitlement
mentality will continue to be a
destructive force. While the “enti-
tled” of the world are doomed to
their own self-designed demise,
their effect can be minimized if
we educate the next generation to
reject this flawed, destructive
mindset. For the future of our
youth, we must reject the notion
to allow entitlement to continue
despite the volume with which
we are instructed otherwise. We
must take the time to show our
children why liberalism itself cre-
ates such negative by-products as
entitlement, and highlight the
ever-present examples of individ-
uals who go down in flames
clutching blindly to entitlement
as though it will save them.
Despite the pervasive nature of
entitlement within the culture
today, it is not unachievable to
create a future where success and

Democrat, Christian and non-
Christian – is part of that battle.”
He continued, “We will either
preserve our republic and our
faith in God, or we’ll have them
taken from us. Go forth, armed
with the holy cause of liberty.”

The battle for liberty is contin-
uous. Friedrich von Hayek, in his
book, The Road to Serfdom pub-
lished in 1944, wrote that exten-
sive government control produces
a psychological change in the
character of people. “This
means…that even a strong tradi-
tion of political liberty is no safe-
guard if the danger is precisely
that new institutions and policies
will gradually undermine and
destroy that spirit.”

The danger to the spirit of lib-
erty was recognized by many of

all the adulations that come with
it are based on what one does by
his or her own hand, and not
through the blind fallacies of enti-
tlement.

Paul A. Ibbetson is a former
Chief of Police of Cherryvale,
Kansas, and member of the
Montgomery County Drug Task
Force. Paul received his
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree
in Criminal Justice at Wichita
State University, and is currently
completing his PhD. in sociology
at Kansas State University. Paul
is the author of the books Living
Under The Patriot Act:
Educating A Society and Feeding
Lions: Sharing The Conservative
Philosophy In A Politically
Hostile World. Paul is also the
radio host of the Kansas
Broadcasting Association’s 2008
and 2009 Entertainment Program
of the Year, Conscience of Kansas
airing on KSDB Manhattan 91.9
f.m. www.ibbetsonusa.com. For
interviews or questions, please
contact ibbetson91.9@gmail.com

our Founders who formed a
Republic not a Democracy. Fisher
Ames, who drafted the First
Amendment, claimed that, “A
democracy is a volcano which
conceals the fiery materials of its
own destruction.” Regarding a
Constitutional Republic, John
Adams wrote, “A Republic is an
empire of laws, not of men” and
claimed the basis for the Republic
was the Bible. Thomas Jefferson
gave this exhortation: “It is the
manners and spirit of a people
which preserve a republic in
vigor. A degeneracy in these is a
canker which soon eats to the
heart of its laws and constitu-
tion.” 

The Tea Party movement is a
call to preserve our Republic with
vigor! Come join us!

Conscience _from page one

Thoughts _from page one

K-State Nominates Five For Truman Scholarships
Kansas State University is

nominating five students to com-
pete for Harry S. Truman
Scholarships, worth $30,000. The
nominees are Amy Sents,
McPherson; Taylor Connolly,
Overland Park; Kristi
Mendenhall, Salina; Julie
Chelewski, Rifle, Colo., and
Samuel Brinton, Perry, Iowa.

As many as 65 Truman scholar-
ships are awarded each year to
students who plan to pursue grad-
uate studies and careers in public
service. Scholars are selected pri-
marily on leadership potential
and communication skills, intel-
lectual strength and analytical
ability, and likelihood of making
a difference in public service.
Finalists will be announced Feb.
23.

Sents is a senior in animal sci-
ences and industry and pre-veteri-
nary medicine with a minor in
international agriculture. She is
vice president and past secretary
of Alpha of Clovia and has com-
peted on K-State's meats and
horse judging teams and the meat
quiz bowl team. She also has par-
ticipated in the animal sciences

and industry Academic
Quadrathlon and is a member of
University Christian Church. She
will represent Kansas as an inter-
national 4-H youth exchange del-
egate to Germany and
Switzerland from June to
December. A 2007 graduate of
McPherson High School, she is
the daughter of Allan and Deanna
Sents of McPherson.

Connolly is a junior in crimi-
nology, Spanish and pre-law. He
is publicity chair and former pres-
ident of the K-State Criminology
Club, co-principal violist in the
K-State Orchestra and member of
Sigma Delta Pi honor society. He
also is an active member of St.
Isidore's Catholic Church and a
Catholic Charities volunteer. He
has received scholarships from
the Kansas State University
Foundation, K-State department
of modern languages and K-State
orchestra. A 2007 graduate of
Shawnee Mission South High
School, he is the son of Matthew
and Jacklyn Connolly of
Overland Park.

Mendenhall is a junior in
Spanish, family studies and

human services and pre-law. She
is a member of Chimes junior
honorary and has been a member
of Silver Key sophomore leader-
ship honorary. She is vice presi-
dent of Students for the Right to
Life and president of Phi Eta
Sigma. She also is a Court
Appointed Special Advocates
volunteer and a McNair Scholar.
A 2007 graduate of Salina High
School Central, Mendenhall is
the daughter of Bryane
Mendenhall and Debbie Midfelt
of Salina.

Chelewski is a senior in food
science and industry with a com-
munication emphasis. At K-State,
she is a member of the food sci-
ence club, bakery science club,
Wildcats Forever and Gamma
Sigma Delta honor society. She
also is actively involved with
Student Mobilization campus
ministry, K-State office of admis-
sions CAT Crew, food science
student-to-student recruiting and
the Frontier program. She was a
2006-2007 Colorado State FFA
officer and has earned the
American FFA degree. She has
received scholarships from the
Association of Food and Drug
Officials, Institute of Food

Technologists, International
Foodservice Editorial Council
and Kellogg's. She graduated
with an associate's degree from
Colorado Mountain College in
May 2008. A 2005 graduate of
Rifle High School, she is the
daughter of Ray and Paula
Chelewski of Rifle, Colo.

Brinton is a senior in mechani-
cal and nuclear engineering and
vocal music performance with a
minor in Chinese. He is president
of engineering student council;
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer and More;
Global Zero and men's glee club.
He also is a student senator, can-
didate for student body president
and member of Phi Kappa Phi
honor society. He has been a
member of Silver Key sophomore
leadership honorary and Chimes
junior honorary. He has been
named the outstanding freshman
and outstanding sophomore of the
K-State department of music and
the Dow Outstanding Junior of
the department of mechanical and
nuclear engineering. He is a
McNair Scholar and a
Multicultural Engineering
Program Scholar. He has received
the American Society of

Mechanical Engineers national
scholarship and American
Nuclear Society national scholar-
ship. He also has received the
$6,000 K-State honors scholar-
ship and was a 2008 Benjamin A.
Gilman International Scholar.
Brinton is the son of Stephen and
Peggy Jo Brinton of Perry, Iowa.

K-State ranks first in the nation
among 500 state universities and
seventh overall with 31 students
winning Truman scholarships
since the program began in 1977.
In 1996, the Truman Foundation
named K-State a Truman Scholar
Honor Institution. K-State was
among the inaugural group of 17
schools, which were chosen from
the more than 450 colleges that
have produced Truman scholars,
to receive this title.


