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Priceless
Take One

Monday, a repair project start-
ed on the Big Blue River Bridge
located on Dyer Road spanning
the Pottawatomie/Riley County
line.  The Big Blue River Bridge
is located two miles north of the
city of Manhattan.  The bridge
will close completely for approx-
imately five months so repairs
can be completed on the bridge
deck.

Crews will completely replace
the bridge deck.  Project work
will include removing the entire
concrete deck and concrete corral
rail from the steel girders, clean-
ing and priming tops of girders,
welding on additional shear studs
to the top of the girders, pouring
a new lightweight concrete deck,
and sealing the deck with a poly-
mer concrete overlay.  Work will
take place during daylight hours. 

The Big Blue River Bridge will
close to all traffic on Monday,
January 11, and will remain
closed throughout the duration of
the project.  Drivers will need to
use alternate routes during the
duration of the project.
Suggested alternate route is K-13
across Tuttle Creek Dam and/or
US-24/Tuttle Creek Boulevard.

Bridges, Inc. (Newton, KS) is
the primary contractor on this
bridge repair project for a total
contract cost of $462,558.  The
scheduled completion date for the
bridge repair project is early June

2010.  This is a Pottwatomie
County project, which is being
funded in part by Pottawatomie
County and Riley County, and
with federal funds from the
America Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA) that will be adminis-
tered by the Kansas Department
of Transportation.

The Kansas Department of
Transportation urges all motorists
to be alert, obey the warning
signs, and “Give ‘Em a Brake!”
when approaching and driving
through project work zones.  For
more information on this bridge
repair project, please contact
Kimberly Qualls, Northeast
Kansas Public Affairs Manager,
at (785) 640-9340, or Jerry Haug,
Wamego Construction Engineer,
at (785) 456-2353.

Blue River Bridge 
To Close For Five Months

Yes, it has been cold out, but you can not tell by the way construction workers have been going on
the new Olive Garden at Third and Bluemont in the North Downtown Redevelopment area. Plans
are to open sometime in April. (Free Press Photo by Sara Shuster) Manhattan is a great place to get

outdoors. The region surrounding
Manhattan has long attracted nature
enthusiasts who appreciate the many
opportunities to hunt, fish, camp,
hike, or just enjoy nature.

As proof of Manhattan’s natural
appeal, two local outdoor attractions
have been honored by the Kansas
Sampler Foundation as finalists for
the 8 Wonders of Kansas Geography
Award. The Foundation announced
that Pillsbury Crossing and the public
hiking trails at the Konza Prairie
Biological Station are among 24
finalists for the honor. Now, the pub-
lic votes for eight of the finalists to be
selected as the 8 Wonders of Kansas
Geography.

The Manhattan Convention &
Visitors Bureau encourages everyone
to visit the Kansas Sampler
Foundation Web site at www.8won-
ders.org and vote for Pillsbury
Crossing and the Konza trails. Voters
can mark an online ballot as well as
pick up a paper ballot at the
Manhattan CVB office at 501 Poyntz
Avenue, Manhattan, and make their
selection.

Pillsbury Crossing, located seven
miles south of Manhattan near Deep
Creek Road and Pillsbury Crossing
Road, is an historic site that has long
attracted visitors. The site features a
60-foot wide and five-foot high

waterfall and a flat, natural limestone
shelf that permits easy passage across
Deep Creek. Named for Josiah
Pillsbury who settled in the area in
1855, the site now is part of a 59-acre
wildlife area managed by the Kansas
Department of Wildlife and Parks.
Visitors can hike along trails around
the crossing, wade across the creek in
ankle-deep water, canoe upstream of
the crossing, or climb the hills around
the waterfall to enjoy a spectacular
view of the Flint Hills.

The second award nomination
includes six miles of hiking trails at
Konza Prairie, located six miles south
of Manhattan along McDowell Creek
Road. The trails are open to the pub-
lic daily from dawn to dusk, offering
hikers a choice of three different
loops for hikes of two, four, or six
miles. The May, 2009 edition of
Backpacker magazine included the
Konza trails in an article describing
the top 100 day hikes in America.
Konza Prairie Biological Station is a
research park owned by the Nature
Conservancy and K-State University
and managed by the K-State
Department of Biology. The trails
offer the hiker an up-close look at the
tallgrass prairie and the forested area
of Kings Creek, as well as several
scenic overlooks over vast tracts of
the Kansas Flint Hills.

This geography contest is looking

Manhattan Offers
Outdoor Wonders

Thirty-four positions were elimi-
nated from Pawnee Mental Health
Services’ budget on January 1 after
the Pawnee Board of Directors on
December 15 approved a mid-year
budget reduction of $750,000 for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2010.
This represents a work force reduc-
tion of 15%.   These lay-offs follow a
$250,000 mid-year budget reduction
and the elimination of 31 positions in
early 2009. 

These cuts are a direct response to
state funding cuts to the community
mental health centers, a 10% cut in
Medicaid reimbursement rates and
cuts in eligibility for MediKan as
announced by Governor Mark
Parkinson on November 23, 2009.  

Sixteen vacant positions were
eliminated from Pawnee’s budget.
Eighteen employees were laid off.
Eight employees had their hours
reduced or were reclassified to lower
paid positions.   Of these employees,
27 worked directly with mental
health clients and 15 were in man-
agement or support positions.
Twenty-one additional employees
experienced adjustments in their job
duties to accommodate for the orga-
nizational changes.

“Laying off staff is an excruciating
process,” says Robbin Cole,
Executive Director.  “It was especial-
ly difficult this year as there were sig-
nificant changes made in the organi-
zational structure itself and the posi-
tions of several long term employees
were eliminated.”

The state started reducing its grant
funding of the Kansas community
mental health system on July 1, 2007
when it cut $9.1 million out of its $31
million grant budget.  Since that

time, state grant funding has been
reduced by a total of over $20 million
(65%).  Over the next year, the 10%
cut in the Medicaid reimbursement
rate is estimated to total more than
$19.1 million to the community men-
tal health system.  MediKan cuts are
estimated to total more than $3.1 mil-
lion (46%) for the same time period.
The Community Support Medication
Fund is being cut by $560,000
(53%).

Since July 1, 2007 Pawnee Mental
Health Services has seen its state
grant funding drop by 40% from over
$3.1 million annually to less than
$1.9 million annually.   Pawnee’s
annual budget in 2009 was just a lit-
tle over $13 million.  Based on
Medicaid billing activity for the time
period January-June 2009, Pawnee
estimates it will lose over $366,000
in Medicaid reimbursements for the
same time period in 2010.
Additional losses faced by Pawnee
and other health care providers
include a 2% cut in Medicare reim-
bursement rates each year for the
next four years.

“It is a shame,” says Cole, “that at
a time when many members of our
community need mental health sup-
port more than ever, the resources to
assist them are becoming increasing-
ly scarce.”  Cole says that mental
health needs in communities do not
go away just because public policy
changes.  “At the end of the day,
we’ll all spend more responding to
the mental health needs of our com-
munity when the costs of untreated
mental illness are passed on to other
more restrictive settings such as our
hospitals, courts and jails.” 

Pawnee Mental Health
Services Cuts 34 Positions

Spanning the Blue
River on the

Pottawatomie/Riley
County line
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Since 1942       8838 Quail Lane, Manhat tan

We specialize in doing new construction,
kitchen and bath remodels, furnace, air
conditioner and geothermal installs, water
heaters, Northstar water softeners, Pex tub-
ing, galvanized water line change outs, and
repairs on all models of furnaces and air
condtioners.

Call for your free estimate on replacements

Wanda Lou Coder, age 83, of
Manhattan, Kansas died Friday,
January 8, 2010, at the Magnolia
Village Care and Rehabilitation
Center in Bowling Green,
Kentucky. 

She was born on August 11,
1926, in Wamego, Kansas, the
daughter of Gilbert R. and Selma
R. (Birk) Banks.  Wanda was
raised in the Wamego area where
she attended school at the
Cottonwood country school and
was a 1943 graduate of Wamego
Rural High School. While in high
school she was quite active with
numerous school activities
including Pep Club and band and
took up playing the accordion.

Following her high school
graduation she went to secretarial
school at Business Solutions in
Topeka.  She then went to work
as a secretary for then Governor
Alf Landon.

On March 8, 1946, in Wamego,
Kansas, she was united in mar-
riage to Andrew Wm. Coder.
They made their home in
Manhattan where Wanda became
a homemaker and worked as a
secretary in the Kansas State
University Department of
Education.  In 1960 she applied
for a part time job at the Riley
County Clerk’s office which
eventually led to her being
appointed County Clerk in 1968.
She ran unopposed on the ballot
for the county clerk’s position

through six elections, retiring on
January 1, 1989.

Her role in public service
stretched beyond the boundaries
of Riley County.  She was elected
to numerous positions including
the presidencies of the Northeast
Kansas Officials Council, the
Kansas County Clerks
Association, the Kansas Officials
Council, and the Kansas
Association of Counties.  She
also was a member of BPW, the
Pilot Club, Club LTD dance club,
the League of Women Voters,
Republican Women and the Blue
Valley Memorial United
Methodist Church where she was
active with the United Methodist
Women.  She enjoyed playing
golf at the Manhattan Country
Club and was a former league
bowler. Following her retirement
she enjoyed working part time
with the Kansas State Ticket
Office, being active on the
Walnut Woods Home Owners
Association and traveling.  She
and her husband toured Alaska by
car for two months with friends
and enjoyed taking numerous
cruises, traveling to all 50 states
and taking bus trips.  Most of all
Wanda enjoyed time spent with
her friends, having coffee with
the Riley County Retirees and
spending time with her loving
family.

Mrs. Coder was preceded in
death by her husband on February
22, 2000.  She was also preceded
in death by one son: Larry Coder

in July of 2005, by one daughter,
Cheryl Coder who died in infancy
in 1948, by her brother: Donald
Banks and by one sister: Mildred
Rash.

She is survived by two daugh-
ters: Jane Miller and her husband
Dan of Amherst, Massachusetts,
LeAnne Coder of Bowling
Green, Kentucky, one sister:
Margaret “Peggy” Heine and her
husband Ray of Alma, Kansas
and her daughter-in-law: Maria
Coder of Morristown, New
Jersey.  She is also survived by
seven grandchildren: Brian
Coder, Kimberly Knight, Erin
McFarland, Stacey Gruener,
Andrew Coder, Adriana Coder
and Thomas Coder and three
great grandchildren: Lexi and
Ethan McFarland and Andrew
Knight.

The family will receive friends
during a visitation from 6:00 until
8:00 p.m. Thursday at the
Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home.

Funeral services will be held at
10:00 a.m. Friday, January 15,
2010, at the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Chapel with
Reverends Neil and Bridget
Gately officiating.  Interment will
follow in the Wamego City
Cemetery, Wamego, Kansas.

On-line condolences may be
left for the family through the
funeral home website located at
www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

Wonda Coder

Aaron Paul Barkey, age 38,
died January 5, 2010, at Mercy
Hospital in Manhattan, Kansas.
Aaron had Cerebral Palsy, and
had spent his life in a wheelchair,
having never taken a step, walked
into the arms of the Lord that he
loved.

Aaron was born, August 29,
1971, at Englewood, Colorado,
the son of Paul E. and Janet
(Bryant) Barkey.  He lived at
Kiowa, and Fort Collins,
Colorado and then lived at Fort
Sill, Oklahoma, Fort Lewis,
Washington, Denver, Colorado,
Fort Carson, Colorado, Fort
Monmouth, New Jersey, Fort
Richardson, Alaska, Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, and then
Manhattan near Fort Riley,
Kansas, all installations where his
father ministered to soldiers as a
chaplain.  Aaron was a special
education student in all those
locations, and was a very proud
member of the class of 1993 from
Manhattan High School.  

Aaron had served as a volun-
teer at Stoneybrook, Meadowlark
Hills, as well as the Town Center
Mall.  For the last number or
years he had been the top money
raiser as a bell ringer for the
Salvation Army with the red ket-
tle at Hobby Lobby.  He was also
a member of the Manhattan
Special Olympics Sports team,
winning medals in bowling and
track and field at regionals as
well as state.  He loved all sports,
and assisted the sports trainer at
Manhattan High with the football
team, and with the swimming
teams.  Equipment was adapted
so that he could ski in Colorado
and Alaska.  Aaron was also
active in Cub Scouts and
Webelos.  He hiked, hunted and
fished with his family in

Colorado, Wyoming, Alaska,
North Carolina and Kansas.
Among his favorite memories
were sled dog rides in Alaska and
camping in Colorado, Wyoming
and Alaska.  Along with his father
he completed the Denver
Marathon, the Garden of the
Gods Ten Mile Race and numer-
ous other races, most of them to
raise money for charities.  He also
participated in Olympic and
Special Olympics Torch Relays.
A highlight of recent years for
Aaron was showing dairy cattle at
the Kansas State Fair with his
family.  Aaron also participated in
the horse riding therapy program
at Hope Ranch near Manhattan
and water therapy at the YMCA
in Junction City and the YWCA
in Topeka.    

Aaron’s favorite activity each
week was going to church, either
at Ashland Community Church or
Grace Baptist Church.  He loved
telling people about his baptism,
and participating in spiritual
events like men’s retreats and
Promise Keepers rallies.  The first
question he would ask most peo-
ple was, “Where do you go to
church?”  He approached and
trusted every one as a friend.
Each day was a challenge and
often filled with painful experi-
ences, but it never deterred his
love for life and people.  

His life and family were
enriched by all of the people who
were hired to assist with Aaron’s
care.  Most of his workers were
young people who are now doc-
tors, nurses, therapists, special
education teachers, and just all
around better people for having
worked with Aaron.  Somehow he
had a gift for bringing the best out
of people.  He touched so many
lives because of being a living
example of God’s grace in the
midst of adversity.

Aaron was preceded in death
by his grandparents Cline and
Ruth Barkey.  He is survived by
his parents Paul and Jan Barkey
of Manhattan, grandparents
Clarence and Lois Bryant of Scott
City, Kansas.  He is also survived
by five aunts and uncles; Dan and
Sharon Canterbury of Berthoud,
Colorado, Phil and Karen Bryant
of Cheyenne, Wyoming, Dave
and Marge Barkey of Loveland,
Colorado, Dick and Margie
Barkey of Fort Lupton, Colorado,
Stan and Stephanie Barkey of
Cupertino, California and a host
of cousins.  Nothing gave him
more pleasure than participating
in gatherings of his relatives and
friends. 

Funeral services will be held at
10:00 A.M. Friday at Grace
Baptist Church with Pastor Bob
Flack officiating.  Interment will
follow in the Kansas Veterans
Cemetery at Fort Riley.

Aaron’s family will receive
friends from 7:00 until 8:30 P.M.
Thursday at the Yorgensen-
Meloan-Londeen Funeral Home.

Online condolences may be left
for the family through the funeral
home website at .

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Salvation Army.
Contributions may be left in care
of the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home, 1616
Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan, KS
66502

Aaron Barkey
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After almost nine years work-
ing on behalf of Kansas wheat
producers as producer policy spe-
cialist for the Kansas Association
of Wheat Growers and Kansas
Wheat Commission, Dana
Peterson will leave her position
and follow a new adventure with-
in the wheat industry. Peterson
will become the chief executive
officer of the National
Association of Wheat Growers on
Jan. 20; her departure is effective
January 15. 

“I am thrilled to be going to
NAWG after a fantastic run at
Kansas Wheat, where I learned
more than I could have imagined
about wheat farming and wheat
farmers,” Peterson said. “I am
cognizant of the realities of the
wheat industry and looking for-
ward to getting in the weeds, lit-
erately and figuratively, to tackle
the issues facing our crop. Wheat
is a big part of my life, and I am
dedicated to seeing this industry
succeed.” 

Peterson accepted the position
this week after an extensive
search process undertaken by a
committee including NAWG’s
officer corps and three leaders

from NAWG’s affiliated state
associations. The final staffing
decision was recommended by
the executive Board, made up of
NAWG’s officers and producers
representing NAWG’s member-
states.  

Peterson’s tenure at Kansas
Wheat began in June of 2001 as
policy and membership special-
ist. She has managed federal and
state grants for producer risk
management education, and was
involved in the push to increase
research funding and give wheat
producers access to biotechnolo-
gy. Peterson also assisted in the
budgeting process for a recent $4
million award from the Kansas
Bioscience Authority. 

“Dana has been an excellent
asset for Kansas Wheat over the
past nine years,” says Justin
Gilpin, chief executive officer of
Kansas Association of Wheat
Growers and the Kansas Wheat
Commission. “We will miss her
leadership and passion for wheat
grower’s advocacy at the state
level, but are very excited to gain
her leadership at the National
level.”  

A Smith Center native,

Peterson was raised on a farm
where her family produces wheat,
grain sorghum and cattle. Their
homestead has been a family
farm since 1871; two of her four
brothers are now seventh-genera-
tion producers. 

“Dana’s extensive knowledge
of current issues facing wheat
producers will be a great asset to
our national organization as it
represents the interests of our
nation’s wheat growers,” says
Paul Penner, president of the
Kansas Association of Wheat
Growers and a farmer from
Hillsboro. “Her background in
agriculture enables her to relate to
the grassroots base of every
wheat grower group that makes
up NAWG.  Her passion for agri-
culture and for
representing wheat producers is
unquestioned.”  

Peterson received both her
bachelor’s and master’s degree in
agriculture economics from
Kansas State University. She has
been an active member of
American Agri-Women and the
Kansas Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom. 

Dana Peterson to Lead NAWG

5004 Murry Road
Manhattan, Kansas 66503

(785) 776-1111

On Site Manager - Good Security Fence
Open 7 Days

All Sizes - Competitive Prices

DO YOU NEED TO GET AROUND TOWN?
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GENERAL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
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4790 Skyway Drive, Manhattan, KS 66503
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Kansas Profile - Now That´s Rural: Ron

Hirst - Community Development Academy
By Ron Wilson, director of the
Huck Boyd National Institute for
Rural Development at Kansas
State University.

A special community meeting
was held in western Reno County.
People wondered how many folks
would attend. Someone said,
“You’ll have twenty there, maybe
ten.” So, it was quite exciting when
86 people showed up. That was the
beginning of a western Reno
County community partnership,
which would probably not have
happened without something called
the Community Development
Academy. The Community
Development Academy is an
opportunity for teams of communi-
ty members, such as those in Reno
County, to come together and learn
about processes to benefit their
communities. It’s today’s Kansas
Profile.

Ron Hirst is one of those who
participated in the Community
Development Academy, and is a
strong believer in its benefits.

He is an economic development
specialist with the Quest Center in
Hutchinson. He is also a long-time
Reno County farmer and business-
man, plus recently served as Mayor
of South Hutchinson.

A few years ago, Ron participat-
ed in a public affairs facilitation
workshop put on by K-State’s
Institute for Civic Discourse and
Democracy. He learned about a
Community Development
Academy to be held in 2008 in
Newton. This academy was for
teams of people from communities
in the region, so Ron started check-
ing around to see who was interest-
ed. He helped put together a team
of people from Reno County who
participated in the academy. It was
a resounding success.

“I wish every small town would
have a representative or two at this
workshop,” he said.

The Community Development
Academy is a series of workshops
designed to provide community
leaders the assessment and strategic

planning information necessary to
devise participatory community
development plans and strategies.
The academy is put on by a group
of partners including K-State, the
Kansas Department of Commerce,
and the Federal Home Loan Bank
of Topeka, with grant support from
USDA Rural Development.

The interactive four-day work-
shops are spread out over a three-
week period. Topics include con-
cepts of community development,
community capital assessment,
leadership, action planning, vision-
ing, assessment, housing, strategic
planning, and more.  The program
concludes with a resource fair of
funding sources, so participants can
get directly acquainted with fun-
ders who can help make those com-
munity plans become reality.

Academy participants receive
extensive information, resources,
and training on skills to help com-
munities. The goal of the academy
is to empower community leaders
through increased knowledge, lead-
ership skills, recharged spirits and
inspired community action.

Ron Hirst feels the academy has
been extremely beneficial. The
Reno County team included people
from the city of Hutchinson, plus
rural outlying towns such as Pretty
Prairie, population 610, and
Partridge, population 259. Now,
that’s rural.

Ron said, “Our homework got us
working together, plus we got a lot
of good ideas from listening to
what the other community teams
presented.”

One outcome was a partnership
with K-State Research and
Extension in creating Fairfield Area
Partners, a joint initiative for the
communities in western Reno
County. That was the initial com-
munity meeting which I referenced
at the beginning. Not only did this
partnership come about through the
academy, its initial meetings uti-
lized some of the community
development processes that were
taught at the academy.

Ron said, “Another thing that
was very useful was learning about
PRIDE and the other resources that
are available. I wish two or three
people from every city council
would go through this training.
Anybody that attends will be ready
to go back and do something
good.”

Additional academies are being
planned in southeast, northwest,
and northeast Kansas. In addition
to the community workshops, there
will be a parallel Community
Coaching Academy for individuals
such as Extension agents or eco-
nomic development professionals
to receive training in community
coaching.

Communities are encouraged to
participate. For more information,
go to www.ksu.edu/-cecd/cda.

It’s time to leave this Reno
County meeting, which was
brought about in part through the
work of the Community
Development Academy. We salute
Ron Hirst and all those involved in
Reno County for making a differ-
ence by learning these processes
and applying them back home to
improve their communities. And
there’s more. What exactly is a
Quest Center? We’ll learn about
that in next week’s Kansas Profile
column.

Ron Wilson
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Thoughts From The Prairie
Go Green, Recycle Politicians

My favorite cartoon of 2009 was Al
Gore with his tongue frozen to a light pole
in the Copenhagen blizzard during the
International Global Warming Summit in
December 2009. Unfortunately, it was
after his speech in which he still got it
wrong. But he is a politician and therefore
not accountable for what he says.
According to economist Thomas Sowell, a
student of history and political spin, that is
normal behavior for intellectuals and
politicians. Sowell wrote, “If there is any
lesson in the history of ideas, it is that good
intentions tell you nothing about the actu-
al consequences…Seldom do those who
produce or peddle dangerous, or even
fatal, ideas have to pay a price, even in a
loss of credibility…Even political leaders
have been judged by how noble their ideas
sounded, rather than by how disastrous
their consequences were.”

Speaking of disastrous conditions, there
are some in the Southeastern United States
right now. The AP reported that, “Freakish
cold weather continued to grip the South,
with snow flurries spotted around Orlando
and a record low set for Miami.” Of course
neither Al nor the collective 20,000
cohorts that gathered in Copenhagen had
anything to do with the record low temper-
atures. However, these cosmic variations
do highlight the scientific illiteracy and,
even worse, scientific data manipulation to
support false predictions. Sowell con-
cludes, “We have had to learn the conse-
quences of elite preemption the hard way
— and many of us have yet to learn that
lesson.”

But if we don’t learn that lesson, the dis-
aster from the freakish weather is minis-
cule compared to the disaster that will
result from the freakish legislation
Congress and this administration is
attempting to launch from the silos deep in
the Capitol building. Charles
Krauthammer told the Center for the
American Experiment that, “Obama has a
ruthless quest for power. He did not come
to Washington to make something out of

himself, but rather to change everything,
including dismantling capitalism…and
wants to level the playing field with
income redistribution and punishment to
the achievers of society.”

The first rocket launch to target redistri-
bution is called Obamacare. Michael
Connelly, a retired constitutional attorney
who read the entire bill, posted these com-
ments to his blog August 12, 2009: “I have
concluded that this legislation really has
no intention of providing affordable health
care choices. Instead it is a convenient
cover for the most massive transfer of
power to the Executive Branch of govern-
ment that has ever occurred, or even been
contemplated. If this law or a similar one
is adopted, major portions of the
Constitution of the United States will
effectively have been destroyed.” 

The second rocket targets free enterprise
and is called Cap and Trade. This legisla-
tion is based upon predictions of climate
trends such as changes in the polar ice cap.
The U.S. Geological Survey recently
reported that summer sea-surface temper-
atures in the Arctic were between 50 to
64°F during the mid-Pliocene, about 3
million years ago, while current tempera-
tures are about 32°F. If this trend contin-

Dick Miller

“Conscience of Kansas”
A Thankful Observance

of the “Iron Lady”
By Paul A. Ibbetson

Today, when we watch the courageous
actions of women who stand for conserva-
tive values in this country, we often bring
up names like Sarah Palin, Ann Coulter,
and Michelle Malkin. These women often
gallantly rebuke the feminist fallacies and
liberal lies of today in ways that make peo-
ple proud not just to be men or women, but
proud to be Americans.

It is not just their smiles, their wit, their
skirts, or their grit that make these women
ladies of interest, but the culmination of
these tantalizing factors with the all-
important center-piece of conservative val-
ues that make their thoughts, struggles,
and victories interesting to the world and
of value to public discourse.

As is the case with men, the women of
today who champion conservative values
owe a great deal to the stalwarts that pre-
cede them. Those that have not only bat-
tled the socialistic minions of their times,
but have also forged a historic path that
leads to defeating enemies of freedom with
superior values. Despite my ever-eager
desire to highlight Americans in these
positions of distinction, when it comes to a
contemporary display of leadership
through conservative values, much can be
gained by remembering the work of
England’s Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher. 

Thatcher became the prime minister in
the 1980’s during an economic slump and
period of national malaise. Her party
name, “The Conservative Party,” was a
reflection of her values, and she spent her

time fighting the trade unions and champi-
oning her beliefs in the free market. If you
take a stroll among the video archives of
the many interviews Thatcher took part in
with the liberal mouth pieces of the
1980’s, you see the same classic con-
frontations as today: apathy vs. innova-
tion, victimization vs. accountability, and
pessimism vs. optimism. 

Despite being the first female prime
minister in the country’s history, there was
never a concern of whether or not she
could carry the mantle of power in
England, and her strong verbal debates
during the rambunctious procedures with-
in the House of Commons contributed to
her nickname “Iron Lady.” While some in
England floundered on the issue of fight-
ing communism, Margaret Thatcher acted
with bold clarity on her belief in the dan-
gers of the Red Menace and stood against

Paul A. Ibbetson

See Thoughts on page 10

See Conscience on page 10
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Men's Basketball - 2009-10        14-2
Schedule/Results 

Season
Date Opponent Opp Rank Location Time (CST) Results Media

Sun, Nov 08 Pittsburg State (Exh.) - Manhattan 3 p.m. 89 - 53 (W)

Fri, Nov 13 Loyola Chicago - Manhattan 7 p.m. 92 - 54 (W)

Sun, Nov 15 Western Illinois - Manhattan 3 p.m. 82 - 50 (W)

O'Reilly Auto Parts Puerto Rico Tipoff
Thu, Nov 19 Boston University - at San Juan, Puerto Rico 6:30 p.m. 80 - 70 (W)

Fri, Nov 20 Ole Miss - at San Juan, Puerto Rico 7:30 p.m. 74 - 86 (L)

Sun, Nov 22 Dayton 18/21 at San Juan, Puerto Rico 4:30 p.m. 83 - 75 (W)

K-State Holiday Classic

Sat, Nov 28 IUPUI - Kansas City, Mo. (Sprint Center)  3 p.m. 70 - 57 (W)

Tue, Dec 01 Fort Hays State - Manhattan 7 p.m. 83 - 76 (W)

Big 12 / Pac-10 Hardwood Series
Sat, Dec 05 Washington State - Manhattan 8 p.m. 86 - 69 (W)

Tue, Dec 08 Xavier - Manhattan 8 p.m. 71 - 56 (W)

Sat, Dec 12 UNLV - at Las Vegas, Nev. (Orleans Arena) 6 p.m. 95 - 80 (W)

Coors Classic
Sat, Dec 19 Alabama - at Mobile, Ala. (Mitchell Center) 8 p.m. 87 - 74 (W)

Mon, Dec 21 Arkansas-Pine Bluff - Manhattan 7 p.m. 90 - 76 (W)

Tue, Dec 29 Cleveland State - Manhattan 7 p.m. 85 - 56 (W)

Sun, Jan 03 South Dakota - Manhattan 12 p.m. 91 - 69 (W)

Sat, Jan 09 Missouri * - at Columbia, Mo. 1 p.m. 68 - 74 (L)

Tue, Jan 12 Texas A&M * - Manhattan 6 p.m. 88 - 64 (W)

Sat, Jan 16 Colorado * - at Boulder, Colo. 3 p.m. Big 12 Network

Mon, Jan 18 Texas * - Manhattan 8 p.m. ESPN

Sat, Jan 23 Oklahoma State * - Manhattan 3 p.m. Big 12 Network

Tue, Jan 26 Baylor * - at Waco, Texas 7 p.m. FOX Sports Kansas City

Sat, Jan 30 Kansas * - Manhattan 6 p.m. ESPN

Tue, Feb 02 Nebraska * - at Lincoln, Neb. 7 p.m. Big 12 Network

Sat, Feb 06 Iowa State * - at Ames, Iowa 1 p.m. ESPN2

Sat, Feb 13 Colorado * - Manhattan 5 p.m. Big 12 Network

Wed, Feb 17 Nebraska * - Manhattan 6 p.m. FOX Sports Kansas City

Sat, Feb 20 Oklahoma * - at Norman, Okla. 5 p.m. ESPNU

Tue, Feb 23 Texas Tech * - at Lubbock, Texas 7 p.m. Big 12 Network

Sat, Feb 27 Missouri * - Manhattan 7 p.m. ESPNU

Wed, Mar 03 Kansas * - at Lawrence, Kan. 7 p.m. Big 12 Network

Sat, Mar 06 Iowa State * - Manhattan 5 p.m. Big 12 Network

Phillips 66 Big 12 Championship
Wed, Mar 10 TBA - at Kansas City, Mo. (Sprint Center) TBA 

* Conference Games 

209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

DUANE L. McKINNEY
Broker-Appraiser-Inspector

APPRAISALS, SALES,
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

116 S. 4th St, Suite 2
Manhattan, Ks 66502

_________________________
Phone: 785 776-1010
Fax: 785 539-1026

E-Mail: manreal@kansas.net

Manhattan Realty Services

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE

MANHATTAN, KS  66502

Serving your
insurance

needs BEST

(785)539-7576

   Independent
  Insurance
Agent

Manhattan

Shoe Repair

216 South 4th, Manhattan, Ks

VFW Plaza

776-1193

Repairing
•Shoes • Boots • Purses

•Luggage • Harnesses

•Back Packs •Leather Coats

See the back issues of
the Manhattan Free

Press at:

manhattanfreepress.com
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Kansas State Agonizes Aggies
KSU Sports Information
Led by senior guard Denis

Clemente's 24 points, No. 13/12
Kansas State bounced back from a
tough road loss last Saturday to
defeat Texas A&M in its nationally-
televised Big 12 home-opener, 88-65.
The victory set a new school record
for consecutive home wins at 13 and
moved head coach Frank Martin's
career record in Bramlage Coliseum
to 42-5.

K-State (14-2, 1-1) shot a solid
47.5 percent from the field (28-of-59)
and out-rebounded the Aggies 47-32.
The Wildcats were able to capitalize
on Texas A&M (12-4, 1-1) miscues,
converting 28 points off of 15
turnovers.

The backcourt tandem of Clemente
and junior guard Jacob Pullen com-
bined for 39 points in the contest as
Pullen added 15 points of his own.
Clemente, who also registered six

assists and one steal to the Wildcat
effort, notched his highest point total
of the season, bettering the 22 points
he dropped at UNLV on Dec. 12.

The two teams battled back-and-
forth in the early going, exchanging
baskets and playing tough defense for
the first five minutes of the contest.
Clemente broke the game open for
the Wildcats, hitting two shots from
behind the arc in a span of 60 seconds
to break open a nine-point lead for K-
State. Clemente converted five three
pointers on 5-of-10 shooting and
ended the half with 20 points, the
most points scored by a Wildcat in a
half all season. Sophomore forward
Jamar Samuels chipped in 12 points
of his own to extend the K-State lead
at the break to 12, 45-33.

K-State came out firing in the sec-
ond half, going on an 11-1 run to
extend the lead to 22 in the first five
minutes of the frame. Sophomore

After the Missouri game, Coach Martin is trying a new coaching
style, here he is saying: “Please play better.” Dominique Sutton had a big game for the cats.

Denis Clemente had 20 points in the first half

(Photos by 

Ben Brake)

Victor Ojeleye provided a spark off
of the bench, tallying five points and
two rebounds in 14 solid minutes.
The Aggies didn't give up though,
fighting back to cut the lead to 12
with 6:28 to play. In the end, K-
State's physical style of play was too
much for A&M to overcome, and the
Wildcats were able to pull away and
close out the 23-point victory.

Sophomore forward Jamar
Samuels tallied 19 points for the
Wildcats, including 8-of-12 shooting
from the charity stripe. Junior for-
ward Dominique Sutton was a mon-
ster on the boards, tying his career
high with 12 rebounds to go along
with his 12 points.

The next action for the Wildcats
comes Saturday, as they travel to
Boulder, Colo., to take on Colorado.
The game, which is scheduled to tip-
off at 3 p.m., can be seen regionally
across the Big 12 Network, and will
be broadcast over the air on the K-
State Sports Network.



77AAMANHATTAN FREE PRESS -Thursday, January 14, 2010

KSU Sports Information
MANHATTAN, Kan. -

Powered by a 28-3 run to start the
second half and a stifling defen-
sive effort, Kansas State won its
fifth straight game with a con-
vincing 59-35 victory over rival
and 24th-ranked Kansas on
Saturday in the Big 12
Conference opener for both
teams.

With the win, the Wildcats
moved to 9-6 on the year and 1-0
in Big 12 play, while Kansas
dropped to 10-4 and 0-1. The vic-
tory also gave K-State its ninth
straight in Big 12 home openers.

Ashley Sweat paced the
Wildcats with 24 points, while
Jalana Childs added 15 and
Taelor Karr 10. Brittany
Chambers led the Wildcats in
rebounds with eight, while Karr
added seven.

K-State held the visiting
Jayhawks to 26.4 percent shoot-
ing on the afternoon, including a
17.4 percentage in the second half
on just 4-of-23 shooting. The
Wildcats forced 20 turnovers on
the day and converted them to 23
points

With K-State clinging to a 24-
22 lead at halftime, the Wildcats
took control of the game by scor-
ing 28 of the first 31 points of the
second half with nine of those
points coming from Sweat. The
Jayhawks did not record a field
goal in the second half until the
6:32 mark and the Cats led by as
many as 29 in the second half.
Kansas did not get any closer
than 21 points for the remainder
of the contest.

K-State grabbed control of the
contest early on thanks to a tena-
cious defense. The Wildcats held

visiting Kansas without a field
goal for the first 6:48 of the first
half as K-State took early leads of
6-0 and 11-2. The Wildcats held a
16-10 lead at the 7:08 mark of the
first half until the Jayhawks
scored six straight to tie the game.

Both teams would trade baskets
for the remainder of the half as

Kansas State held a tight 24-22
advantage at the break. The
Wildcats were led by Sweat and
Childs in the first half as each
scored 10 points, while the K-
State defense forced 10 turnovers
and held the Jayhawks to a 33-
percent shooting percentage in
the opening 20 minutes. 

K-State Blasts Past Kansas

SportsSports

RODS • SHADES • DRAPERIES • BLINDS

FABRIC BY THE YARD

IN HOME CLEANING OF FABRIC WINDOW COVERINGS

Phone (785) 537-4260 317 Poyntz

Toll Free - 1-800-515-9478 Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Drapery World and Blinds
Tom Deaver

“We measure and install”

and “Brighten insides”

Guard Brittany Chambers (Photo by Tonya Ricklefs)
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Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home

Serving  Manhattan  And  Surrounding  Communities
Since  1925  

Formerly BURLIEW-COWAN-EDWARDS FUNERAL HOME

(785) 539-7481
www.ymlfuneralhome.com

Douglas P. Meloan Eric S. Londeen
1616 Poyntz Av, Manhattan

Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

Get 
in 
the 
game...

Advertise

in the 

Manhattan Free Press

785-537-8953

K-State Women's Basketball - 9 - 6
2009-10 Schedule/Results  

Season

Date Opponent Location Time (CST) Results Media
Tue, Nov 03 Fort Hays State (Ex) Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 81 - 68 (W)

Mon, Nov 09 Pittsburg State (Ex) Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 89 - 61 (W)

Sat, Nov 14 Indiana State Manhattan, Kan. 5 p.m. 73 - 77 (L)

Mon, Nov 16 Arkansas State Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 79 - 80 (L) OT

Fri, Nov 20 Washington State Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. 70 - 63 (W)

Mon, Nov 23 Creighton at Omaha, Neb. 7:05 p.m. 54 - 63 (L)

Fri, Nov 27 BYU at Provo, Utah 4:30 p.m. (CT) 65 - 62 (W)

Wed, Dec 02 Arkansas at Fayetteville, Ark. 7 p.m. 58 - 60 (L)

Commerce Bank Wildcat Classic
Fri, Dec 04 Missouri State vs. UTEP at Manhattan, Kan. 4 p.m. 

Fri, Dec 04 Grambling State Manhattan, Kan. 6 p.m. 64-60 (W)

Sat, Dec 05 Consolation Game at Manhattan, Kan. 1 p.m. 

Sat, Dec 05 Championship Game at Manhattan, Kan. 3 p.m. 87-62 (W)

Sun, Dec 13 Northwestern Manhattan, Kan. 2 p.m. 50-53 (L)

Duel in the Desert
Sat, Dec 19 Hawaii at Las Vegas, Nev. 9:30 p.m. (CT) 61-71 (L)

Sun, Dec 20 VCU at Las Vegas, Nev. 4:30 p.m./9:30 p.m. 73-67 (W)

Mon, Dec 21 TBA at Las Vegas, Nev. TBA 59-55 (W)

Tue, Dec 29 UC Davis at Davis, Calif. 9 p.m. (CT) 73-59 (W)

Sat, Jan 02 Yale Manhattan, Kan. 2 p.m. 78-59 (W)

Sat, Jan 09 Kansas * Manhattan, Kan. 11 a.m. 59 - 35 (W)

Wed, Jan 13 Missouri * at Columbia, Mo. 6 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Sat, Jan 16 Oklahoma State * at Stillwater, Okla. 7 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Wed, Jan 20 Colorado * Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. FSN Kansas City

Sat, Jan 23 Nebraska * at Lincoln, Neb. 11 a.m. FSN K-State Sports Network

Sun, Jan 31 Iowa State * Manhattan, Kan. 2 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Wed, Feb 03 Baylor * Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Sun, Feb 07 Kansas * at Lawrence, Kan. 1 p.m. MetroSports K-State Sports Network

Wed, Feb 10 Missouri * Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. FSN Kansas City K-State Sports Network

Sat, Feb 13 Texas A&M * at College Station, Texas 7 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Wed, Feb 17 Texas * at Austin, Texas 7 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Sun, Feb 21 Oklahoma * Manhattan, Kan. 2 p.m. FSN K-State Sports Network

Wed, Feb 24 Texas Tech * Manhattan, Kan. 7 p.m. FSN Kansas City K-State Sports Network

Sat, Feb 27 Iowa State * at Ames, Iowa 7 p.m. K-State Sports Network

Wed, Mar 03 Colorado * at Boulder, Colo. 8 p.m. (CT) K-State Sports Network

Sat, Mar 06 Nebraska * Manhattan, Kan. 12 p.m. K-State Sports Network

2010 Phillips 66 Big 12 Championships
Thu, Mar 11 -

Sun, Mar 14 TBA at Kansas City, Mo. TBA 

K-State Sports Network

* Conference Games 

EXP:03-31-07

$21.95$26.95

With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

Expires Jan. 15, 09

$29.95
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32 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINKS

79 CENTS

BEST GAS PRICES IN TOWN

WE CARRY ETHENOL

SNICKERS 2 FOR $1.25
___________________________________________

Marlboro: Pack: $4.65 - Carton: $44.99

Winston: Pack $4.29 - Carton: $40.99

Camel: Pack $4.43 - Carton: $42.49

Pall Mall:Pack $3.39 - Carton: $32.99

Liggett $3.72 - Carton $35.99
- Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice -

Special: Marlboro 3 Pack - $13.50

Camel 3 Pack - $12.75

Liggett 3Pack - $10.95

Fresh DONUTS
Every Morning!!

Check Our U-Haul Prices 

Reserve Your

U-Hall 

323-0307 or 539-2827

TTaayy lloorr ’’ss   FFaammii llyy   HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday Thru Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or Marianne

The Board of County 
Commissioners Minutes

The Board of County
Commissioners

Of Riley County, Kansas
The Regular meeting of the Board

of County Commissioners met at the
Riley County Plaza East Building
January 4, 2010 with the following
members present:  Mike Kearns, Vice
Chair; Karen McCulloh, Member;
and Cindy Kabriel sitting in for Rich
Vargo, County Clerk. Alvan Johnson,
Chair, was absent.

8:30 Public Comment & Business
Meeting

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative Services;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer; Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; Mel Van
Der Stelt; and Joyce Mermis,
KMAN, attended.

Kearns asked Hobson to check the
pothole at the intersection of Kaw
Road and Tabor Valley Road.

McCulloh moved to approve the
minutes of December 31, 2009 as
amended. Kearns seconded. Carried
2-0.

Holeman and Kearns will attend a
HB2169 meeting tonight.

9:00 Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative Services

Administrative Work Session
Johnette Shepek, Budget and

Finance Officer; Mel Van Der Stelt;
and Joyce Mermis, KMAN, attended.

Holeman said Kristina Hyland has
requested changes to the bylaws for
the Flint Hills Regional Council on
January 13th.

9:30 Press Conference
Kelly Springer, Administrative

Analyst; Joy Mendez, Account
Clerk/Licenses; Julie Akers, Records
Assistant II; Susie Brown,
Administrative Assistant I;
Rosemarie Roberts, Elections Senior
Analyst; Jolene Keck, Elections
Supervisor; Sherilyn McRell,
Administrative Analyst; Johnette
Shepek, Budget and Finance Officer;
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director of
Administrative Services; Jill Conard,
Administrative Assistant II; Angel
Dillon, Legal Assistant; Lori Muir,
Real Estate Specialist; Captain Tim
Hegarty, Riley County Police
Department; Craig Cox, Assistant
County Counselor; Amy King,
Deputy Register of Deeds; Will
Klusener, Manhattan Mercury; Lacey
Yordy, Office Assistant II; Jennifer
Wilson, County Extension Director;

Greg McClure, County Extension
Agent; and Joyce Mermis, KMAN,
attended.

Wilson presented an overview of
the 2010 Extension Programs.

McClure presented the 2010 edu-
cational meetings. McClure dis-
cussed the following educational
meetings:  Coffee Shop Agronomy,
Country Living Expo, Riley County
Livestock Association Annual
Meeting. 

Wilson said you can enroll in 4-H
at age 7 or at age 5 you can enroll in
the Cloverbud program.

Captain Hegarty from the Riley
County Police Department said from
December 31st 10:00 p.m. – January
1st 4:00 a.m. there were 102 calls for
service, 25 criminal reports, 15
arrests, no DUI, some MIPS.

Hobson said RL 404, Barnes Road,
will be closed to replace the bridge
deck over the Blue River beginning
Monday, January 11, 2010. The road
will be closed approximately ¾ of a
mile east of US 24 from the
Casement Road intersection to the
Rocky Ford Road intersection in
Pottawatomie County. Hobson said
repairs will take approximately 5-
months to complete, unless adverse
weather conditions cause unexpected
delays or rescheduling.

Holeman announced a session with
the Secretary of Agriculture, Joshua
Svaty will be held Thursday, January
7th at 11:15 p.m. during the County
Commission Meeting.

Kearns and McCulloh presented a
plaque for 32 years of service to
Kelly Springer.

Volanti said on behalf of Rich
Vargo, herself, and others Kelly
Springer will be taking a lot of
knowledge with her, will be missed
within our office, and is a valuable
employee.

9:57 Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer and Monty
Wedel, Planning/Special Projects
Director

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative Services;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer; Mel Van Der Stelt; Monty
Wedel, Planning/Special Projects
Director; Will Klusener, Manhattan
Mercury; and Joyce Mermis, KMAN,
attended.

Wedel said Riley County is not eli-
gible for the $150,000.00 grant we
applied for through the Department
of Energy for the Courthouse boiler.

Hobson presented a proj-

ects update.
10:15 Bob Isaac, Planner
Clancy Holeman, Counselor/

Director of Administrative Services;
Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; Mel Van
Der Stelt; Will Klusener, Manhattan
Mercury; Ricky Allen; Chester Allen;
William Freeborn; and Joyce
Mermis, KMAN, attended.

10:15 Kearns opened the Public
Hearing for a request to rezone a tract
of land from A-1 (Single Family
Residential) to A-5 (Single Family
Residential) and plat said tract along
with another unplatted tract and Lot 1
of the Lovgren Addition, into three
(3) residential lots (Freeborn-Allen
Lovgren Subdivision).

Isaac presented the request to
rezone a tract of land from A-1
(Single Family Residential) to A-5
(Single Family Residential) and plat
said tract along with another unplat-
ted tract and Lot 1 of the Lovgren
Addition, into three (3) residential
lots (Freeborn-Allen Lovgren
Subdivision).

No public comment.
10:23 Kearns closed the Public

Hearing.
McCulloh moved to approve

“Resolution No. 010410-01,
Resolution amending the zoning map
of Riley County concerning the use
of certain real estate located in
Wildcat Township.” Kearns second-
ed. Carried 2-0.

Kearns moved to approve
“Resolution No. 010410-02, A
Resolution approving the Freeborn-
Allen Lovgren Addition plat and
accepting the street rights of way,
easements, and licenses as shown to
be dedicated on said plat.” McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

10:30 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services

Leon Hobson, Public Works
Director/County Engineer; Julie
Winter, Office Manager; Johnette

See Commission page 10

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE

MANHATTAN, KS  66502

Serving your
insurance

needs BEST

(785)539-7576

   Independent
  Insurance
Agent
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Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer; and Joyce Mermis, KMAN,
attended.

Kearns moved to recess as the
Board of County Commissioner and
convene as the Valleywood
Combined Sewer District. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

Holeman discussed the Interlocal
Agreement between Valleywood
Combined Sewer District and City of
Manhattan.

Holeman said since the 2004 cre-
ation of the Valleywood Combined
Sewer District (hereinafter
“District”), Riley County Public
Works has managed billing and col-
lections for the District. Once Riley
County Public Works collects the
sanitary sewer fees, those funds are
transferred to the City of Manhattan
(hereinafter “City”) to pay for
District use of the Casement Inceptor
Sewer. This is an awkward arrange-
ment, since the County’s collection
efforts generate funds which do not
end up in the County’s coffers.
Discussions between staff of Riley
County and City resulted in City
staff’s agreement a better arrange-
ment would be to transfer responsi-
bility of the billing for sanitary sewer
services to the City. The proposed
interlocal agreement does just that.
The proposed agreement has already
been approved “in concept” (but not
formally) by the Attorney General’s
office.

Kearns said it may increase the bill
for some that live in Valleywood and
said residents should be notified of
the change.

Kearns suggested contacting the
Valleywood residents that Riley
County is considering transferring
the responsibility of the billing for
sanitary sewer serviced to the City.

The Board of County
Commissioners agreed to table the
Interlocal agreement until January
14th.

Kearns moved to recess as the
Valleywood Combined Sewer

District and reconvene as the Board
of County Commissioners. McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

10:47 McCulloh moved to
adjourn. Kearns seconded. Carried 2-
0.

The Board of County
Commissioners

Of Riley County, Kansas

The Regular meeting of the
Board of County Commissioners met
at the Riley County Plaza East
Building January 7, 2010 with the
following members present:  Mike
Kearns, Vice Chair; Karen
McCulloh, Member; and Rich Vargo,
County Clerk. Alvan Johnson, Chair,
was absent.

8:30 Public Comment & Business
Meeting

Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services; Johnette Shepek, Budget
and Finance Officer; Leon Hobson,
Public Works Director/County
Engineer; Joyce Mermis, KMAN;
Cindy Volanti, Human Resource
Manager; Bill Felber, Manhattan
Mercury; and Gary Rosewicz,
Assistant County Engineer, attended.

Volanti discussed scheduling the
department head evaluations for the
Board of County Commissioners.
Volanti said she will start scheduling
the evaluations in the next two
weeks.

Shepek reported the last payment
in our support of the construction of
the new Manhattan Emergency
Shelter is due and will be paid this
month.

Kearns reported holding a meeting
Monday night with the Working
Group on HB2169 military encroach-
ment. Kearns said the current version
of the HB2169 is acceptable to every-
one.

Kearns said at the Raising Riley
meeting, Bruce Snead discussed
plans for a fund raising effort for
childcare.

ues for the next 3 million years,
they will ice skate year round in
Cancun! Of course such an
extrapolation is not valid for the
earth’s climatic variations are
cyclical not linear. But it is inter-
esting to note that the earth sur-
vived with Artic sea-surface tem-
peratures 30 degrees F above
what they are now and there is no
evidence that internal combustion
engines existed at that time to
burn fossil fuel and cause the
higher temperatures. 

The point is, if one or both of
these rockets are launched, our
economy is poised to collapse
based upon freakish ideology not

Kearns said they will begin pursu-
ing a fund raising campaign.

McCulloh said someone contacted
her about too much time being spent
on snow removal at CiCo Park.

Hobson stated he will check into it.
McCulloh said she has been asked

to be Treasurer of the Regional
Planning Organization (RPO).

McCulloh stated she would agree
to be the Treasurer of the RPO.

Kearns moved to approve
“Resolution No. 010710-03,
Resolution authorizing Sunday sale
of cereal malt beverage.” McCulloh
seconded. Carried 2-0.

McCulloh moved to approve a
Real Estate Sales Data Search
Service Agreement with Marc Wilson
for the Appraiser’s Office. Kearns
seconded. Carried 2-0.

McCulloh moved to approve a
Real Estate Sales Data Search
Service Agreement with Catherine
Wilson for the Appraiser’s Office.
Kearns seconded. Carried 2-0.

Rosewicz discussed a proposed
contract between Riley County and
KDOT for the Eureka Drive Project.
By this contract Riley County will be
paid to provide specified services to
KDOT on that project.

McCulloh moved to approve the
Proposal for Construction
Engineering Services with the
Kansas Department of Transportation
in the amount of $94,525.90 for the
Eureka Drive Project. Kearns sec-
onded. Carried 2-0.

McCulloh moved to approve the
minutes of January 4, 2010 as amend-
ed. Kearns seconded. Carried 2-0.

9:00 Shelly Williams, Community
Corrections Director

Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Leon Hobson,
Public Works Director/County
Engineer; Joyce Mermis, KMAN;
and Bill Felber, Manhattan Mercury,
attended.

Williams said the recent workload
has decreased.

Williams presented a Community

science. A Manhattan based small
business entrepreneur recently
lamented, “I can tell you the cur-
rent policies are killing
us…where does it stop?
According to this administration
it doesn’t - not until we’re
broke.”  

There is still time to disarm the
rockets, but it will require a return
to our roots anchored is our
Constitution and that must hap-
pen between now and November
2010. At the present rate of
descent, in another two years of
unchecked shredding of our
Constitution and demolishing the
free enterprise system, the

momentum will be so great that
disarming the launch circuitry
may be impossible. We must
begin at the local and state level
to elect commissioners, represen-
tatives and governors who know
how to balance a budget, who
cherish our Constitution, , and are
dedicated to the people.

Robert Falcon Scott displayed
this kind of dedication. After
reaching the South Pole, he and
his crew all died in a severe
snowstorm. Recorded on the last
page of his diary on March 29,
1912, were these words: “For
God’s sake look after our peo-
ple.”  

Corrections staff update.
Williams stated there will be

$20,068.00 less funds available
through the Prevention Block Grant
for programs such as The Boys &
Girls Club, Parents as Teachers 3-6
Program and Detour Youth Center in
Clay Center, Kansas, to apply for
locally.

9:18 Dennis Peterson, Noxious
Weed Director

Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Leon Hobson,
Public Works Director/County
Engineer; Joyce Mermis, KMAN;
and Bill Felber, Manhattan Mercury,
attended.

Peterson presented a Noxious
Weed/HHW staff report.

Peterson discussed snow removal.
McCulloh moved to approve the

Kansas Department of Transportation
Bureau of Construction and
Maintenance, County Agreement to
Treat Noxious Weeds for the Noxious
Weed/Household Hazardous Waste
Department. Kearns seconded.
Carried 2-0.

Peterson presented a 10-year CIP
equipment replacement plan.

McCulloh asked about the oil
burning heater.

Peterson said it is in a grant appli-
cation Hobson is working on.

9:37 Greg McHenry, Appraiser
Johnette Shepek, Budget and

Finance Officer; Joyce Mermis,
KMAN; and Bill Felber, Manhattan
Mercury, attended.

McHenry said on
December 31, 2010 personal proper-
ty statements were mailed.

McHenry presented an
Appraiser’s Office staff report.

9:52 Monty Wedel,
Planning/Special Projects Director

Johnette Shepek, Budget
and Finance Officer; and Joyce
Mermis, KMAN, attended.

Wedel presented a
Planning and Development staff
update.

Wedel suggested Riley
County and Manhattan be involved in
the Ogden Comprehensive Plan
update.

Wedel discussed organizing the
County Retreat.

10:07 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services 

Administrative Work Session
Joyce Mermis, KMAN; Bill

Felber, Manhattan Mercury; and
Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer, attended.

Holeman discussed the County
Officials Luncheon.

Holeman discussed the bylaws of
the Regional Planning Organization.
Holeman suggested reviewing the

Commission Minutes ______________from page 9

Thoughts _________________________from page 4

Wanklyn
Oil Co.

Manhattan, Ks

Gasoline
Diesel

Propone
Sales

1-800-794-2019
New and Used

Tank Sales
In Operation

Since 1926

233 E. Hazelwood - Waterville, Ks.  Beautiful, updated 5 Br, 2 Ba,
Victorian home w/bedroom and laundry on the main floor, newer kitchen,
open staircase, bench seats, wood floors, pocket doors, gas fp, bay win-
dow, balcony, formal dining room, front parlor, foyer, a screened-in porch,
beautiful outdoor fountain, covered car porch,  wrought iron fenced-in
back yard and a spacious carriage house.  Located in nice area with a
large corner lot. This gorgeous home is located approx. 35 miles north of
Manhattan.    $209,000

Small Town Price - Small Town Taxes

Elegant Living

RPO bylaws on Monday.
The Board of County

Commissioners agreed.
Holeman said Representative

Schwartz is going to take steps to
introduce HB2169 early in the ses-
sion.

10:30 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services

Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Joyce Mermis,
KMAN; Brad Schoen, Riley County
Police Department Director; Robert
Nall, Information Technology
Director; Pat Collins, Emergency
Management Director; Jerry Snyder,
Manhattan Fire Department Chief;
John Doehling, Riley County Police
Department; Larry Couchman, EMS
Director; Ronnie Grice, KSU Police
Department; and Doug Messer,
Assistant Fire Chief, attended.

Schoen presented the back-
ground information on the consolida-
tion of emergency dispatch services.

Schoen said in consolidat-
ing dispatch five staff would need to
be added. Schoen stated all the neces-
sary hardware is in place to expand
the services. Schoen said he does see
potential savings in the future.
Schoen said all the agencies agree
this consolidation of dispatch needs
to happen.

P. Collins discussed the history of
consolation of dispatch. P. Collins
said the agencies are working to
make the service work better. P.

the Soviet Union for the better-
ment of her country. Unlike the
flaccid nature found within the
U.S. administration today,
Thatcher refused to embolden the
terrorists of her time by showing
fear and apathy. Even after nar-
rowly escaping an assassination
attempt by IRA terrorist bombers
on October 12, 1984, at the Grand
Hotel in Brighton, England,
Thatcher never flinched in her
stance on strong national security.

There is little wonder that a
leader of such quality would find
an ally such as Ronald Reagan.
Reagan, who was also rejuvenat-
ing a nation suffering from reces-
sion and liberal dysfunction,
together with Thatcher, did more
than perpetuate a continual rela-

tionship between countries that
have shared so much history
together; they showed the world
the economic and social rewards
of flowing conservative values.

Thatcher spoke at length about
the values of personal responsi-
bility and standing up for what
you believe in, and she embodied
her beliefs for her terms as prime
minister of England. It could be
argued that beyond the grit of
Winston Churchill, the Union
Jack has never flown with such
bold grace in modern times as it
did under the guidance of Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher, a
truly remarkable woman.

Paul A. Ibbetson is a former
Chief of Police of Cherryvale,
Kansas, and member of the

Montgomery County Drug Task
Force. Paul received his
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree
in Criminal Justice at Wichita
State University, and is currently
completing his PhD. in sociology
at Kansas State University. Paul
is the author of the books Living
Under The Patriot Act: Educating
A Society and Feeding Lions:
Sharing The Conservative
Philosophy In A Politically
Hostile World. Paul is also the
radio host of the Kansas
Broadcasting Association’s 2008
and 2009 Entertainment Program
of the Year, Conscience of Kansas
airing on KSDB Manhattan 91.9
f.m. www.ibbetsonusa.com. For
interviews or questions, please
contact ibbetson91.9@gmail.com

“Conscience of Kansas” ________from page 4
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1,800 Kansans qualify for 
additional savings on Medicare. 
Do you or your loved ones? Find out by contacting the Area 
Agency on Aging nearest you, toll-free, at 

1-866-457-2364

Business Opportunity
All Cash Vending! Do you earn

$800 in a day? Your own local candy
route. Includes 25 Machines and
Candy. All for $9995. 1-888-753-
3441.

Career Opportunity
Elk County Kansas is accepting

applications for Economic
Development Director and Youth
Coordinator.  Contact Laura Fry at
620-205-8514.  Deadline for applica-
tions is January 24.  

Career Opportunity
Patrol Officer - City of Anthony -

taking applications until 2/5/10. Must
be 21. Salary DOQ. Excellent bene-
fits. Send resume: Police Chief, Box
504, Anthony, KS 67003 EOE.

Educational
MISSOURI WELDING INSTI-

TUTE. Nevada, Missouri. Become a
Certified Pipe/Structural Welder.
Graduate in 18 weeks, earn up to
$35/hour. Companies calling weekly
searching for our graduates. 1-800-
667-5885.  www.mwi.ws

Help Wanted
Drivers - Training and Building

Business Owners! Train and work for
Central Refrigerated. Class A CDL
Training - No credit check - Regional
Training Locations! (800) 526-9277
x 2002 www.centraldrivingjobs.net

Help Wanted
HAVE STRONG COMMUNITY

TIES? EF Foundation seeks coordi-
nators to find families for internation-
al exchange students. 20 hrs/mo.

Cash & travel rewards. Must be 25+.
#877-216-1293

Help Wanted
Over 18? Between High School

and College? Travel and Have Fun
w/Young Successful Business Group.
No Experience Necessary. 2 wks Paid
Training. Lodging, Transportation
Provided. 1-877-646-5050.

Homes for Sale
0 CASH DOWN w/your land or

family land. Call for pre approval.
We have display homes for you to
t o u r
800-261-0245. www.4aclayton-
h o m e . c o m / 8 0 7

NATIONWIDE FORECLOSED
HOME AUCTION. 700+ Homes
BIDS OPEN 2/8. Open House: 1/30,
31 & 2/6. View Full Listings
www.Auction.com. REDC | Brkr
CO00001663.

Homes for Sale
TIME HAS RUN OUT. Must sell

4 bedroom manufactured home.
Owner will finance. Must move to
your land. 785-841-4887. 

Legal Services
Social Security disability claims;

Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law.  No recovery, No fee!  1-800-
259-8548.

Manufactured Homes
4 BEDROOM DOUBLEWIDE.

Owner financing. Reasonable down.
Will move. Land available. 785-862-
0321

************We own the bank!

Doublewides / Modulars. Call to pre-
qualify! It’s Free! Call 800-375-3115.

Manufactured Homes
AAA $299/mo. available for

Government loans  to new home buy-
ers.  $0 down if you own land or fam-
ily land! CASH IN on $8,000 TAX
CREDIT!  Easy qualification... call
for FREE pre-qalification.
785.537.8111

Misc.
Airlines Are Hiring - Train for high

paying Aviation Maintenance Career.
FAA approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing Available.
Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. (888) 349-5387.

Misc.
Attend College Online from

Home. Medical, Business, Paralegal,
Accounting, Criminal Justice. Job
placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if qualified.
Call 888-220-3977. 

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW. JAN. 23-24. SAT. 9-

5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA. KANSAS EXPOCEN-
TRE. (19TH AND TOPEKA BLVD).
BUY-SELL-TRADE. INFO: (563)
927-8176

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5;

53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CONTAIN-
ERS. Camlock doors, hardwood
floors support forklift. Delivery
available. 1-785-655-9430 Solomon.
www.chuckhenry.com complete web
listing, photos, specs, pricing.

Free Press Classifieds

Currently paying $115 a
ton for scrap iron.

SMITTY’S

785-736-2964
Axtell, Kansas

BUYING
SCRAP IRON

Read The Free Press on line:

manhattanfreepress.com

Collins said with just two dispatch-
ers and six trunk lines the system gets
overwhelmed.

Couchman discussed the need for
additional staff for dispatch when
three units are out. Couchman said
when all units are out they need addi-
tional staff for dispatch.

Snyder said Manhattan Fire
Department has one full-time dis-
patcher.

Snyder stated when the full-time
dispatcher is not available they fill
the void with firefighters and student
dispatchers, which does not work as
well.

Grice stated as a member of the
911 Advisory Committee he supports
the consolidated dispatch proposal.

Grice discussed Kansas State
Universities separate 911 system.

McCulloh asked, what will happen
in the future and will we have space
in 5-years?

P. Collins said we have enough
space for five positions and will have
six in the future.

Schoen said the committee looked
at 2012 as the year to start the con-
solidated dispatch.

Kearns asked Shepek to brief the
Board of County Commissioners on
the cost associated with consolida-
tion.

11:15 Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services and Kansas Secretary of
Agriculture Joshua Svaty

Chuck Murphy, Riley County-
Manhattan Health Department
Director; Bob Strawn, City of
Manhattan Mayor; Joyce Mermis,
KMAN; Johnette Shepek, Budget
and Finance Officer; Ron Fehr, City
Manager; Representative Sydney
Carlin; Will Klusener, Manhattan
Mercury; Mike Gillespie; and Kathy
Brower, attended.

Holeman stated today Secretary of
Agriculture Joshua Svaty agreed to
come and discuss State funding of
local restaurant food inspections. 

Secretary Svaty discussed Riley
County’s concern with food borne ill-
nesses in food service and lodging
inspections. Secretary Svaty said this
is not an attempt to reduce funding to
local units of government. Secretary

Svaty stated for years he has fought
to support local units of government
funding.

Secretary Svaty discussed estab-
lishing a call center for complaints
concerning lodging facilities to help
address concerns.

Secretary Svaty said food safety
inspections on a statewide basis have
been considered for some time.
Secretary Svaty said it came about
due to budget allotment reductions
and decisions that had to be made.
Secretary Svaty said five county con-
tracts have been cut. Secretary Svaty
said the two state inspectors assigned
to Riley County live nearby.
Secretary Svaty said the State
believes they can provide the same
level of service to the local entities.
Secretary Svaty said they pride them-
selves in providing timely service to
local entities. Secretary Svaty said
the money is not available to fund
local inspectors.

Kearns said he is hearing it will be
more cost effective. Kearns asked,
will the frequency of inspections be
at the same level?

Secretary Svaty said the State
inspects once a year and some local
entities inspect twice a year.
Secretary Svaty said one inspection a
year will take place. Secretary Svaty
said follow-up inspections are hap-
pening very quickly.

Kearns asked, will the food inspec-
tors do lodging as well?

Secretary Svaty said lodging
inspections will not take place due to
the cuts.

McCulloh said no motel inspec-
tions are not acceptable at all.
McCulloh said the main thing she is
concerned about is the food inspec-
tion. McCulloh asked Murphy what
is the Health Department currently
doing?

Murphy stated they provide food
inspections once annually. Murphy
said the City has a requirement that
food handling classes are provided to
at least one individual per facility.

Murphy said City code will require
the Health Department to provide
inspections annually with a reduction
in State funding.

Mayor Strawn asked, what assets

will the Health Department lose?
Murphy stated they have lost half

of their funding for water and sewer
and all funding for food inspections.

Murphy said every restaurant pays
a fee for food inspections.

Kearns stated he understands the
crunch Svaty is in, but for public
safety and health he is very con-
cerned. Kearns said it is imperative
we keep the food inspections at the
local level by a local contact that not
doing lodging inspections is unac-
ceptable. Kearns asked Secretary
Svaty and Representative Carlin to
take Riley County’s concerns to the
legislature.

Secretary Svaty stated the
Department of Agriculture’s budget
will be $2 million lower in 2011.
Secretary Svaty said the Department
of Agriculture is now at a 25% staff
vacancy rate due to cuts. Secretary
Svaty said the public needs to under-
stand public services will be affected
by the State budget problems.
Secretary Svaty said we face an
extraordinary situation. 

McCulloh said when we cut into
public safety and health we have
gone too far. McCulloh stated we will
be losing efficiencies with not having
local inspectors. 

Secretary Svaty said he feels we
will find the State Food Inspectors
will serve us well.

Mayor Strawn said if you are going
to take the funding away give the
counties the authority they need to
manage the situation.

12:00 McCulloh moved to
adjourn. Kearns seconded. Carried 2-
0.

County Minutes ______________from page 10



NNewsews 1212AAMANHATTAN FREE PRESS - Thursday, January 14, 2010

  D & I Plumbing, Heating, & Air, INC.  
Residential & Investment 

Property Maintenance 

“No Job Too Small” 

         D & I Repair, INC.  
       1614 Fairlane                              785-537-7138 

Helping the Blood Drive is Jim Buster of Varney’s puting up advertising for the event. (Free Press
Photo by Sara Shuster)

Each year Kansas Advocates for
Better Care (KABC) provides citi-
zens a listing of Kansas nursing
homes cited with 10 or more defi-
ciencies for each of the home’s three
most recent inspections. The national
average of deficiencies cited during
an inspection in a nursing home is 9.
The number of deficiencies cited by
the Kansas Department on Aging
during the most recent inspection sur-
vey are indicated below by nursing
facility. 0 to 54 is the range of defi
ciencies cited in Kansas nursing
homes for the most recent inspection
cycle. Inspection surveys occur every
12-15 months. For three consecutive
years these 73 Kansas nursing homes
have exceeded the national average
of deficiencies cited. 14 of the homes
listed are not-for-profit corporations,
59 are for-profit corporations.
Nursing Homes marked with an
asterisk (**) are Special Focus
Facilities (SFF) which have been sin-
gled out for penalties and greater
oversight due to poor performance. In
addition, those facilities in bold have
been cited for actual harm, immediate
jeopardy, and/or deficiencies classi-
fied by CMS as “mistreatment” of
residents during their most recent
inspection survey.

Hutchinson Care Center 54
Deseret Nursing & Rehab, Wichita
47
Caney Nursing Center 42
Good Samaritan, Winfield 42
Westview of Derby ** 35
Topeka Community Healthcare 33
Kansas City Presbyterian Manor
32
Garden Valley Ret., Garden City
31
Wellsville Manor Care Centre 31
Homestead Health, Garden City 30
Larned Healthcare Center 28
Eventide Conval. Center, Topeka
28
Golden Livingcenter, Pittsburg 26

Deseret Nrsg & Rehab, Wellington
26
Cherry Village, Great Bend 25
Wathena Healthcare & Rehab 24
Medicalodges Coffeyville 23
Deseret Nrsg & Rehab, Colby ** 23
Meridian Nursing & Rehab,
Wichita 23
Hickory Pointe, Oskaloosa 23
Kiowa Hosp. District Manor 22
Village Villa, Nortonville 22
Manorcare, Overland Park 22
Pinecrest Nursing Home,
Humboldt 22
Medicalodges Jackson Co., Holton

21
Legacy Park, Peabody 20
College Hill Nrsg & Rehab,
Wichita 20
Plaza West, Topeka 20
Kansas Masonic Home, Wichita 20
Tri-County Manor, Horton 20
Manorcare, Wichita 19
Golden Livingcenter, Lansing 19
Wichita Nursing Center 19
Sabetha Manor 19
Cherryvale Care Center 18
Golden Livingcenter, El Dorado 18
Westwood Manor, Topeka 18
Life Care Center, Kansas City 18

Kansas Nursing Homes With Three
Years Of Poor Inspection Trends

Park Lane, Scott City 18
Good Samaritan, Dodge City 17
Lexington Park, Topeka 17
The Cedars, McPherson 17
Wheatland Nrsg & Rehab, Russell
17
Bonner Springs Nrsg & Rehab 16
Riverview Manor, Oxford 16
Emerald Pointe, Galena 16
Regal Estate, Independence 15
Medicalodges Arkansas City 15
Providence Living Ctr, Topeka 15
Great Bend Health & Rehab 15
Golden Livingcenter, Eskridge 15
Life Care, Osawatomie 15
Indian Creek, Overland Park 14
Medicalodges Douglass 14
Villa St. Francis, Olathe 13
Pinnacle Ridge, Olathe 13
Lakewood Senior Living, Pratt 13
Trego Manor, Wakeeney 13
Rolling Hills, Topeka 13
Golden Livingcenter - Kaw Valley,
Edwardsville 12

Golden Livingcenter, Wakefield 12
Golden Plains, Hutchinson 12
Tonganoxie Nursing Center 12
Aldersgate Village, Topeka 11
Shawnee Gardens 11
Highland Healthcare & Rehab 11
Stoneybrook, Manhattan 11
Sunset Manor, Frontenac 11
Delmar Gardens, Overland Park
10
Life Care Center, Wichita 10
Alma Manor 10
Medicalodges Post Acute, KC 10
Royal Terrace, Olathe 10
Kansas Advocates for Better Care
(KABC) encourages consumers to
look at a number of factors when
evaluating a nursing home as a
place to live and receive care.
Annual survey results are one of
those factors. If you have ques-
tions, please call KABC toll-free:
800-525-1782. KABC is a 501 c 3
non-profit.


