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City’s Financing Change Not Needed
Editorial
By Jon A. Brake
If the City of Manhattan has
their way the price of a home in
Manhattan is going up, way up.
On Page 3 of this issue we
have a City Memo telling how
the City wants to change the
way that it finances City
Streets, Sewers and Water projects.
In the past a builder would
come to the City of Manhattan

and say they own 40-acres on
the edge of town and they
would like to develop the land
into a City Subdivision.
The City would annex the
property into the City and then
the City would go out for bids
for the construction of the
streets, sewer, and water and finance it with Temporary Notes.
We are talking millions of dollars.
After the construction of the

tion.
Each lot in the new addition
is charged with $60,000 to be
paid back by a Special Assessment tax. In most cases it will
take a new home owner 20years to pay off the $60,000 in
Special Bonds.
Now according to the Tuesday Night’s City Commission
In the Memo on page 3 the Agenda and the Memo on page
City talks about the cost being 3, the City wants to change how
$60,000 per lot in the new addi- the Streets, Sewer and Water are
projects for the new addition is
over, the City will refinance the
Temporary Notes by selling
Special Assessment Bonds. The
City will sell the Bonds and pay
anywhere from 1 1/2 percent to
4 percent interest, which is
passed on to the new home
owner through Special taxes.

going to be paid.
The City wants the Builders
to pay security up front between
30 - 35% of the cost of having
the Streets, Sewer, and Water
project put in.
The City thinks this will protect them from defalt but they
do not loose money if a builder
goes under. It may take some
time but the building lots will
be sold and the City will be
paid..

Why Change?
We will tell you why the City
wants to change. They are in
Debt, deep Debt and they have
found a way to remove part of
the Debt and have $40 million
to spend on other things.
The City of Manhattan’s
Debt is $276 million up from
$224 in 2015. (See Graphic on
page 2)

See City page 2

Debt Disclosure
Statement Notes
This Memo tells about the
City Bond Debt in the Graphic
at right.
1. The City-at-Large portion
of general obligation bonds includes $3,090,000 for the City
Park pool replacement. These
bonds will be repaid from revenues received from a .10%
sales tax levied. It also includes
$1,845,000 for the Sunset Zoo
Education Building. These
bonds will also be repaid from
revenues received from a .10%
sales tax levied. It also includes
$515,000 for the CiCo pool renovation and $1,250,000 for the
Northview pool replacement.
These bonds will also be repaid
from revenues received from a
.05% sales tax levied.
2. The City-at-Large portion
of temporary notes includes
$5,970,000 for Airport related
projects.
3. The Senior Lien “Tax Increment Financing” (TIF)
bonds were issued at a principal
amount of $21,220,000. This
series of bonds, along with the
Subordinate Lien TIF bonds
below, was issued to retire the
previously outstanding TIF

See Debt page 7

Priorities ‐ Your Taxes, City Infrastructure and Responsible Growth. As your City Commissioner I have focused on Frugal Fiscal Management, Fact Based De‐
cision Making, Innovative Problem Solving and Compromise to Achieve Shared Goals. Early voting begins October 18th, Election Day is November 7th. Vote
Wynn Butler for Manhattan City Commission to ensure that you get best value for your tax dollar.
Paid for by Wynn Butler for Manhattan City Commission Myron P. Kryschtal Treasurer
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City’s Cutthroat Financing from page 1
By having the Builders take
on the Debt, it opens up more
space for debt on other City
projects.
`Builders and Banks will
have problems. Many of the
smaller builders will not be able
to get the loan on millions of
dollars to construct the Streets,
Sewers and Water. Banks will
be making loans on land or giving lines of Credit to finance the
project. It will cost more.
On page one is the Debt Disclosure Statement Note. It tells
about the different Bonds that
have been sold over the years.
Many Special Assessment
Bonds are paid off early. At
times the Bond market is high
when they are sold, the City
may be paying 4 or 5 percent;
Years later the City will sell
new Bonds at a much lower rate
to pay off the first Bonds early.
That saving does not go back to
the Home Owner, it is a savings
that ends up in the City’s Bank
Account.
Tuesday nights City Commission meeting was only a
Work Session. We tell our readers that if it goes to a regular
City Commission the decision
has already been made.
This change will hurt the
local contractors, banks and citizens. It should never go to a
vote of the City Commission.

City of Manhattan
Debt

2016: Fitch Ratings has assigned an 'AA+.
Moody’s Ratings is Aa2
They make this statement:
“Factors that Could Lead to a
Downgrade:
» Sustained reduction in reserve levels relative to the size
of the budget
» Increases to an already high
debt burden.”
Standard & Poors give the
City of Manhattan a “Long
Term Rating AA/Stable.”
In a Statement they say:

“Weak debt and contingent liability profile.
In our view, Manhattan's debt
and contingent liability profile
is weak. Total governmental
fund debt service is 31.5% of
total governmental fund expenditures, and net direct debt is
272.2% of total governmental
fund revenue.
Approximately 83.2% of the
direct debt is scheduled to be re-

paid within 10 years, which is, the additional debt to have a
in our view, a positive credit negative effect on the city's alfactor.
ready weak debt profile.
The city is also issuing $5.6
However, we would consider
million in GO temporary notes the profile very weak if carryconcurrently for certain internal ing charges were to increase
improvements. We
further or if amortization were
understand Manhattan plans extended such that officials reto issue about $7 million of ad- tire less than 65% of principal
ditional debt over the next two within 10 years. The city's overyears for capital projects.
all net debt was 8.2% of market
We do not currently expect value.
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West Anderson roundabout open
The roundabout under construction at the Anderson/Scenic/Kimball intersection is now
open. Temporary roads and stop signs have been removed, and one lane in and out of the
roundabout in each direction is now open. Additional lanes of traffic in and out of the roundabout will open later in the project.
Construction continues on other aspects of the project, and the speed limit remains at 20
mph throughout the work zone. Please use caution, obey all traffic control and slow down
through this construction area.

“Were it left to me to decide whether
we should have a government without
newspapers or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a
moment to prefer the latter.”
- Thomas Jefferson, 1787
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City Staff Wants To Change Tax Specials Procedures
CITY COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO
August 14, 2017
FROM: Jason Hilgers,
Deputy City Manager
MEETING: August 22,
2017
SUBJECT:
Benefit Districts and Special Assessments
PRESENTER:
Jason Hilgers, Deputy City
Manager
BACKGROUND
The City of Manhattan has
been utilizing benefit districts to
finance the installation of public
infrastructure since the early
1960’s. A few policies have
been developed over the past 50
years to address streets, water,
sewer, and storm infrastructure
financing and construction.
These policies have addressed
the City’s participation in certain extensions of public infrastructure, the term financing,
and the process by which a developer/property owner is to
proceed with setting up this
tool. Several policies have
guided this process with Resolution No. 071988-D citing
state statutes providing primary
authorization and other policy
Resolutions/Ordinances providing guidance on City-At-Large
participation versus benefit district participation.
Since 1995, the majority or
60% of benefit district financing has been for streets, 21% for
sanitary sewer, 12% for water,
and 7% for storm.
On June 17, 2014, the Commission approved Resolution
No. 061714-A requiring the developer/all owners to be current
on all property taxes and special
assessments with the City of
Manhattan before a new petition could be considered by the
City. (See attached Resolution.)
Subsequently, on January 19,
2016, the Commission approved Ordinance No. 7189 expanding and clarifying further
restrictions including obtaining
building permits or rezonings,
etc. (See attached Ordinance.)
DISCUSSION
A developer goes through a
detailed process on a piece of
property before reaching the
point to pursue a benefit district
to finance the public infrastructure. A developer, in most instances, has to purchase, annex,
plan, plat, rezone, and acquire
permits before work can actually begin, and in the case of
public infrastructure, a petition
must be filed for the proposed
benefit district and considered
by the City Commission.
When the City Commission
receives an annexation request,
it is expected that the property
is eventually going to be developed in some manner. In Manhattan, public infrastructure by

way of a benefit district has
been the standard practice as a
result of annexing the property.
The extension of public streets,
water, sewer, and storm
drainage are all part of a typical
development. By agreeing to
utilize the benefit district
process, the City coordinates
and provides a financing mechanism for these public improvements, which will be paid back
eventually by the owners of the
property benefiting from the
public improvements.
For discussion purposes, let’s
assume there is a benefit district
that includes $800,000 for
streets, $500,000 for sewer, and
$500,000 for water. A total of
$1.8M in improvements is estimated for a sub-division of 30
lots, which equates to roughly
$60,000 per lot. With a benefit
district, this $60,000 is financed
over a 20-year period, and assessed to the owners on an annual basis as part of their taxes.
In addition to the property taxes
paid, a special assessment tax of
roughly $3,000 is also included
per year for this 20-year period.
The alternative to a benefit
district is for a developer to privately finance the streets, water,
sewer, and stormwater improvements, and add the cost to
the lot. Lots in Manhattan range
in price and size. A large portion of residential lots are
around .2 to .3 acres, and run
between $30,000-$40,000. The
cost of the lot would increase
by $60,000 in order for the developer to recoup his expenses
for extending the public infrastructure. Currently, the City is
issuing debt at roughly 1.5% for
temporary financing and 2.5%
for permanent debt.
Another advantage to the developer and ultimately the community and the homebuyer is
the amount of lots/homes that
are brought online at one time.
If the developer was responsible for the costs associated with
installing the infrastructure up
front, he or she may not be able
to leverage as much financing,
which may reduce the acreage
and number of lots available to
local builders.
Recently questions surrounding the risk to the City and the
benefit to the developer/builder
have surfaced in discussions
pertaining to the benefit districts. The risk to the City is
public improvements, which
are financed up front and for the
long term. The City issues the
General Obligation temporary
financing of the public improvements, and eventually
long- term debt for the infrastructure, supported by the full
faith and credit of the City. The
revenues generated through annual special assessments on the
benefiting properties of the
public infrastructure back these
temporary and long-term debt
bonds. The risk the City takes in
financing these improvements
is secured by the special assess-

Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location
Larry Kluttz

Certified Optician
Owner

(785)539-5105

930 Hayes Drive, Suite E.
Manhattan, Kansas
Fax: (785)539-2324

ment taxes that each property or
lot pays as part of their annual
taxes. Owners may pay the entire special assessment at the
beginning without interest or at
any point thereafter with a payoff amount determined by the
City. The figured payoff does
not include the future interest
owed on the debt. The City absorbs the interest on the future
debt payment. This is typically
offset by refinancing that occurs
on occasion when lower interest
rates are available to outstanding debt. As an aside, these savings are not passed on to the
property owners.
The most significant risk is
the scenario where the developer or subsequent owner is
delinquent with special assessments on unimproved property.
In instances where delinquencies occur, the City covers the
necessary annual payment.
Each year, the City incurs some
level of delinquency for special
assessments, and each year the
City collects on back special assessment taxes - or taxes owed
in arrears. Collections range
from owners catching up with
past overdue payments, or
when property changes hands
through the sale of the property.
Sometimes these payments
occur when a bank or financial
institution purchases or secures
the property. At this point, all
taxes are also paid. In effect, the
risk the City takes by allowing
benefit districts is typically one
in which the payment or payments are delayed. The risk can
somewhat be narrowed to
whether or not the City believes
the property will develop at
some point within a reasonable
timeframe. If infrastructure is
extended in an annexed, rezoned, platted, and permitted
area, there is an assumption it
will develop at some point and
on a timely basis. Even if the
initial developer isn’t able to
move forward with the development, the land is expected to remain marketable and viable.
The viability will secure the
taxes at some point in the future. If one developer isn’t able
to proceed, and the land
changes ownership, the new
ownership will be responsible
to pay the taxes in full before
the property can change ownership. The security of the special
assessments relies on the assumption that the land will develop at some point. While
there may be a delay in payment, the majority of Manhattan’s history has shown back
taxes have been paid as property has been improved.
The recent tax sale delinquent property examples of
Four Winds and Lee Mill Village highlight the exposure of
the City with unimproved lots.
If lots remain unimproved, and
the specials become delinquent
for a period of time, they can
add up to a value beyond the security in the value of the land.

In the case of Four Winds and
Lee Mill Village, the tax sale
date also factored into the
amount of “past due” taxes. By
allowing more than three years
to transpire before a sale is
scheduled, also places the City
and the taxpayers at a greater
risk.
Over the last 10 years, nearly
$70 million in specials have
been certified. Less than 2%
have been abated (Four Winds
at $388,000), or are under threat
of abatement (Lee Mill Village
at $558,000). All other special
assessment taxes have been
paid.
City Administration researched policies from Sedgwick County (Wichita), Salina,
Topeka and Pottawatomie
County. All require a security
up front between 30 - 35% of
the petition. The release point
of that security varies, but is
tied to the performance and development of the proposed subdivision, or a timeframe in
which specials have been paid.
Benefit districts are not widely

used in Salina, Topeka or Pottawatomie County. Sedgwick
County and Wichita clearly use
benefit districts the most in the
State, followed by Manhattan.
City Administration has prepared a draft resolution (attached) requiring a percentage
down from the developer to
proceed with the public improvements in a residential subdivision through a benefit
district. These safeguards could
consist of a form of financial security (Examples: letters of
credit, cashier’s check, surety
bond). Once the development
reached a point where a certain
percentage of the lots are improved upon, the letter of credit
could be released. This would
provide the City a temporary
security in paying off specials
that may be delinquent by the
developer.
Another concept to consider
is requiring each developer who
submits a petition for a residential sub-division to pay the City
a 2-3% developer or impact fee.
This fee could be accumulated

in a reserve account and set
aside for specifically paying the
delinquent taxes once they
reach a point of abatement. City
Administration needs to follow
up with bond counsel to see if
this option is viable.
On August 8, 2017, City Administration hosted a group of
developers, builders, consultants, contractors, and retailers
to discuss the draft resolution.
Attached is a copy of the attendees and comments made at the
meeting. In addition, City Administration spoke at a regular
meeting of the Flint Hills
Builders Association.
ALTERNATIVES
It appears the Commission
has the following alternatives
concerning the issue at hand.
The Commission may:
Proceed with the current
process and policies.
Offer direction on developing additional safeguards.
Update and amend current
policies to address benefit districts.

SUPPORT THE PROUD
MHS INDIANS AND
ALUMNI
REJECT TYRANNY OF
THE MINORITY
Seven elected school board members influenced by
three individuals whose “snoots are in the public trough”
expect the local Manhattan citizen resident taxpayers, “a
community of sheep,” to shell out in excess of $350,000
to replace the MHS Indian athletes, band etc.
Manhattan High graduates who rallied behind the Manhattan High Indians deserve to be consulted by a public
vote.
The alternative is for the agitators and their misled, but
well-intentioned cohorts to “put their money where their
mouth is” and split the cost of the tyranny by paying
$21,333 each. For their modest consideration, perhaps
they will jackhammer the pavement bearing the Manhattan High Indian. Next,will they insist on melting the
sculpted bronze statue in the round-a-bout in Manhattan?Successively is the statue on top of the State Capitol
targeted? Alternatively, private citizens should be allowed to vote and the MHS graduates deserve two votes
each, i.e. “of the people, by the people, and for the people.”
(Paid Advertising)

Ta y l o r ’s F a m i l y H a i r C a re
All your Family’s Styling needs
See Faye,
Marissa
or Marianne
See Booth
Faye
Taylor
or Angela
Wilson
Rental
Available
785-539-7751
3tl7
Monday Thru Saturday
314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS
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Trump Justice Department
Ends Operation Choke Point
Fred Lucas
The Daily Signal
Republican House members
announced Friday that the Justice Department has ended the
controversial Obama-era program targeting payday lenders,
gun shops, and other legal businesses, in response to several
House Republicans who requested Operation Choke Point
be shut down.
“This is no way for law enforcement to operate,” House
Republicans say.
“We share your view that
law-abiding businesses should
not be targeted simply for operating in an industry that a particular administration might
disfavor,” Assistant Attorney
General Stephen Boyd wrote
the GOP lawmakers in a letter
dated Aug. 16.
The letter continued, saying
the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation “subsequently rescinded its list of purportedly
‘high risk’ merchants. The Department of Justice (Department) strongly agrees with that
withdrawal. All of the Department’s bank investigations conducted as part of Operation
Choke Point are now over, the
initiative is no longer in effect
and it will not be undertaken
again.”
In a joint statement, four
House Republicans praised the
decision.
“We applaud the Trump Justice Department for decisively
ending
Operation
Choke
Point,” said the joint statement
by House Judiciary Committee

Chairman Bob Goodlatte, RVa.; House Financial Services
Committee Chairman Jeb Hensarling, R-Texas; and Reps.
Tom Marino, R-Pa.; Blaine
Luetkemeyer, R-Mo.; and Darrell Issa, R-Calif.
“The Obama administration
created this ill-advised program
to suffocate legitimate businesses to which it was ideologically opposed by intimidating
financial institutions into denying banking services to those
businesses,” the GOP lawmakers said.
Last week, these five House
Republicans wrote a letter to
agencies asking for the program
to end.
Critics said Operation Choke
Point would unfairly target politically unpopular industries
such as gun sellers and payday
lenders. The Obama administration under Attorney General
Eric Holder established Operation Choke Point in 2012 to attack internet, telemarketing,
mail, and other mass market
fraud against consumers, by
choking off access to the banking system.
The program uses federal
banking regulators to pressure
banks out of doing business
with entire industries the government declares to be “high
risk.” The program expanded to
legal business owners who
complained they were unfairly
denied credit for loans.
The letter from House Re-

publicans signed onto last week
to the Justice Department, the
Federal Reserve, and the comptroller of the currency said:
We request that your respective departments and agencies issue clear and public
formal policy statements repudiating Operation Choke Point
and the abuses by financial regulators of the ‘reputation risk’
guidance they developed and
promulgated under Operation
Choke Point’s auspices. Financial institutions should be given
explicit assurance that they may
serve these unfairly targeted industries just like any other legitimate businesses. Institutions
should also be encouraged to
restore long-standing relationships with lawful, targeted industries.
The response issued Friday
from the five Republicans continued:
We applaud the Trump Justice Department for decisively
ending Operation Choke Point.
The Obama administration created this ill-advised program to
suffocate legitimate businesses
to which it was ideologically
opposed by intimidating financial institutions into denying
banking services to those businesses. Targeted industries,
such as firearms dealers, were
presumed guilty by the Obama
Justice Department until proven
innocent, and many businesses
are still facing the repercussions
of this misguided program.
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Trump Lays Out a
Winning Strategy for
Afghanistan
Luke Coffey
@LukeDCoffey
Director, Douglas and
Sarah Allison Center for
Foreign Policy
After months of speculation
and delay, President Donald
Trump has sided with the expert
advice of his military and national security team on the way
forward to the U.S. mission in
Afghanistan.
In what was by far his best
and most statesmanlike speech
since taking office, Trump outlined a new approach Monday
night to the ongoing war in
Afghanistan: a laser-like focus
on counterterrorism, jettisoning
the quixotic nation-building
rhetoric of the past, helping the
Afghans defeat the Taliban insurgency (not doing it for
them), lifting onerous restrictions placed by the Obama administration on the way the
military conducts warfighting,
and pressuring Pakistan and its
support for certain elements of
the Taliban.
Crucially, Trump made clear
that under his watch, progress
in Afghanistan will be measured by conditions on the
ground and not by a politically
driven and artificial timeline—
a major departure from President Barack Obama.

Conservatives have to win
the war of ideas on this and
every issue—which means
changing minds in Congress
and among the American people. You can make this happen.
Find out more >>
What Trump outlined in his
speech tonight was a reasonable, realistic, and responsible
strategy to ensure America
achieves “an honorable and enduring outcome worthy of the
tremendous sacrifices that have
been made” in Afghanistan.
There were three important
takeaways from Trump’s
speech.
First is his commitment to
send
more
trainers
to
Afghanistan and stay committed to the mission there, even
though, in his own words, it
went against his initial instincts.
This shows that he trusts his
commanders and national security team.
The commitment to send
more U.S. trainers is particularly important. The war being
fought in Afghanistan today is
not the same war from 2001 or
even 2009, when the U.S. was
leading combat operations.
Today, the Afghans are in the
lead, and the U.S. mission is
one of training, advising, and

assisting.
Ultimately, it is the Afghans’
country and their war. We are
not there to fight for them, but
to help them fight and win.
The Afghan security forces
are that country’s ticket to longterm security and stability. If we
continue to mentor, train, and
fund the Afghan military, the
Afghans will be able to take on
the insurgency themselves.
Not only will this help the
Afghans prevent their country
from becoming a hub for
transnational terrorism, this will
eventually establish the security
conditions inside which a genuine political process can take
place.
This is why Trump’s decision
to increase the number of U.S.
advisers and mentors is so important.
Second, the president was
right to state very clearly that
the U.S. is no longer in the business of nation building, and that
we do not seek to bring our way
of life to Afghanistan.
We are there for national security alone—ours and the
Afghans’.
For many years, America’s
mission in Afghanistan was
often defined by lofty rhetoric
of “nation building” and “bring-

Thursday, August 24, 2017
ing democracy.” Consequently,
the inability to produce what
public opinion considers tangible and achievable results 16
years on has disappointed
many.
Success in Afghanistan is not
when 100 percent of its districts
are under the complete control
of the Afghan government, or
when there are no more suicide
bombings. Nor is success in
Afghanistan achieved when
every road is paved, every girl
goes to school, or everyone gets
the right to vote.
These things are very important in themselves, and we
should hope for them, but they
are neither the reasons why we
went to Afghanistan nor the reasons we should remain there. It
is welcome that Trump gets

this.
Finally, another important
aspect of Trump’s speech—and
arguably the most important in
the long run—was the emphasis on a regional strategy.
The main focus here, of
course, is Pakistan and its nefarious role in harboring and
providing succor to elements of
the Taliban. As Trump stated
very clearly: “We can no longer
be silent about Pakistan’s safe
havens for terrorist organizations, the Taliban, and other
groups.”
This will likely be the hardest aspect of his strategy to
achieve. Both of Trump’s immediate predecessors also
made overtures to the “regional”
approach
to
Afghanistan, but neither deliv-

5
ered.
Pakistan cannot have it both
ways, and the U.S. has a great
deal of leverage to use to help
Islamabad change its ways. If
Trump is seriousness about this
and has the political will to truly
pressure Pakistan, then his regional approach will succeed
where it has failed for others.
So can Trump’s strategy
bring success in America’s
longest war?
Success will be achieved
when Afghanistan is stable
enough to manage its own internal and external security to a
degree that stops interference
from outside powers, allowing
the country to resist the establishment of terror bases that
were there before. Nothing
more and nothing less.

Waterville Golf Course

Public Welcome - 9 hole grass green course.
Green Fees are $12.00 a day, plus cart rental fees are posted.

The clubhouse is available to rent.
Member and Guest cost is $50.00.
There is a required deposit of $50.00
for all renters.

Memberships:
$325 single membership,
$375 family membership.
Monthly bank draft available.
Call Terry Roepke
at 785-363-2224 or Alan Yungeberg
785-363-7444
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Good News in Kansas City Star
erty taxes. The Overland Park
City Council proposed a budget
that will reduce the current
property tax rate from 13.80 to
13.55 mills. A mill equals $1
dollar of tax for each $1,000 of
taxable value and the proposed
reduction would produce $3.7
million less in tax revenue than
would be generated by the current rate. Council members reportedly said the rate cut won’t
hurt services or the city’s bond
rating but merely produces a
slightly smaller reserve balance
of $42.4 million. General Fund
spending is still budgeted to increase by 6.4 percent next year
and property tax is expected to
rise by 7.3 percent.

By Dave Trabert
Kansas Policy Institute
Yes, you read that headline
correctly. The Kansas City Star
published an editorial last week
calling for the ‘pause’ button to
be pressed on the battle over
school funding. They said, “…
it may be time for the state and
the judges to pause for a year or
two to see if the $488 million
infusion, coupled with a new
formula for disbursing the
money, will work.”
The Star says it still believes
“Years of underfunding and unfair income tax reductions have
hurt a generation of students”
but says “…legislators must
consider school funding in the
context of other state funding
and the demand on taxpayers.”
Whether tax reductions were
‘fair’ is a matter of personal
opinion but it’s a fact that generations of students have been
harmed for decades and billions
more in funding hasn’t made a
difference. And neither will the
latest cash infusion because the
Legislature refused to hold
schools accountable for improving outcomes; the new formula just provides another big
bag of money with no real
strings attached.

Property Taxes

Editorial Page Vice President
Colleen Nelson pledged to
bring more balance to the page
and her efforts are gradually beginning to show, both with the
thoughtful editorial on school
funding and having more alternate views from guest columnists.
The Star also shared some
good news last week on prop-

Council member Paul Lyons,
who asked for an even larger
mill rate reduction, said “I’ve
been on this council for 10
years and during that time we
have increased the mill levy
twice that I can remember and
have not reduced it. I feel like
now’s the time.” This fall will
be citizens’ first opportunity to
vote on whether property taxes
should, with many exceptions,
increase beyond the rate of inflation, and one must wonder
how much this new citizen empowerment played into the de-

cision to slightly limit the stillconsiderable increase most
property owners will feel. City
calculations show retaining the
higher mill rate wouldn’t
prompt an election but elected
officials have to be sensitive to
voter outrage over previous tax
hikes that led to the new law, as
well as city and county attempts
to have voters’ right to vote rescinded by the 2017 Legislature
(which fortunately failed.)
Kansas Department of Revenue records shows there were
several small increases and decreases over the last ten years
but there were two very large
jumps; the mill rate spiked by
44 percent in 2011 and another
7 percent hike came in 2016.
The following chart shows that
City Council had plenty of opportunity give taxpayers breaks
over the years, with property
tax revenue leaping 244 percent
since 1997 while inflation and
population combined grew by
just 80 percent.
Let’s keep the good news
coming. Voters need all the relief they can get, especially
after the Legislature stuck them
with an unnecessary $3 billion
income tax hike over five years.

The Star’s editorial board is
under new leadership this year.

Civil War lessons often depend
on where the classroom is
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- The
Civil War lessons taught to
American students often depend on where the classroom is,
with schools presenting accounts of the conflict that vary
from state to state and even district to district.
Some schools emphasize
states' rights in addition to slavery and stress how economic
and cultural differences stoked
tensions between North and
South. Others highlight the battlefield acumen of Confederate
commanders alongside their
Union counterparts. At least one
suggests that abolition represented the first time the nation
lived up to its founding ideals.
The differences don't always
break down neatly along geographic lines.
"You don't know, as you
speak to folks around the country, what kind of assumptions
they have about things like the
Civil War," said Dustin Kidd, a
sociology professor at Temple
University in Philadelphia.
Lessons on the war and its
causes usually begin in the fifth
through eighth grades. That
means attitudes toward the war
may be influenced by what people learned at an age when
many were choosing a favorite
color or imagining what they
wanted to be when they grew
up.
The effect may not be obvious until a related issue is thrust
into the spotlight like this
month's violence in Charlottesville, Virginia, and the resulting
backlash
against
Confederate symbols.
Growing up in Charlottesville, Kidd said, he was

taught that "folks from the
North" had put forward the
"misconception" that slavery
was the cause of the war. The
real origin, he was told, could
be traced to groups of colonists
from England who despised
each other long before the rebellion began in 1861. Not until
graduate school did he begin to
question that premise.
Confederate sympathizers
have long promoted the "Lost
Cause" theory that the Southern
side was heroic against impossible odds, and that slavery was
not the driving force behind the
war. Edward Countryman, a
history professor at Southern
Methodist University in Dallas,
said he learned that idea growing up in New York state in the
1950s.
"I recall my father coming
home when I was about 8 or 9
with two Civil War caps, one's
gray and one's blue. And I
wanted the gray one," Countryman said. "The belief, strongly,
that the Civil War had been
about anything but slavery was
very, very powerful."
A 2011 Pew Research Center
poll found that 48 percent of
Americans said the Civil War
was mainly about states' rights,
compared with 38 percent who
said its main cause was slavery.
Nine percent said both factors
were equal.
The divide in opinions broke
down more by race than geography. Forty-eight percent of
whites chose states' rights over
slavery, while 39 percent of
blacks did. But 49 percent of
self-described Southern whites
chose states' rights compared
with 48 percent of whites who

did not consider themselves
Southern.
The president of the Texas
NAACP said finding "kinder"
ways to describe the war's origins masks racism.
"States' rights is about the
whole idea of permitting slavery and allowing the South to
do what they do, or, after slavery, to allow the South to engage in Jim Crow," Gary
Bledsoe said. "You can't sanitize history and have history report that master and slave were
out there singing 'Kumbaya' in
the fields."
Texas has 178 confederate
monuments. Only Virginia has
more, with 223, according to
the Southern Poverty Law Center, a civil rights advocacy
group.
Democratic state Rep. Eric
Johnson, meanwhile, is demanding the removal of a
nearly 60-year-old plaque rejecting slavery as the Civil
War's "underlying cause." Republican House Speaker Joe
Straus has called for checking
the accuracy of that plaque and
nearly a dozen other Confederate symbols located around the
state Capitol alone.
When curriculum standards
were approved in 2010 by
Texas' Republican-controlled
Board of Education, debate focused on slavery being a Civil
War "after issue."
The state's fifth- and seventhgraders taking Texas history
courses, and eighth-graders taking U.S. history, are now asked
to identify the causes of the war,
"including sectionalism, states'
rights and slavery."
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In booming Manhattan, high demand for workers to fill high-tech jobs
By Luke Ranker
saying: ‘When are you going to cal College is one of the institu- Technical School is working to will be the pipeline that chan- of the amount of available lab
luke.ranker@cjonline.com have a job fair? Can I have a tions working to fill the work- fulfill needs.
nels locals into jobs at NBAF space. The school hopes to exMANHATTAN — Employers in the Manhattan area
needed to fill more than 1,200
jobs across various skill levels,
from part-time minimum wage
posts to Ph.D.-level careers at
Kansas State University in
June, according to data from the
Manhattan Workforce Center.
To fill those positions, job
trainers are turning to local students and Fort Riley.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if
it’s more than 2,000,” said Jo
Brunner, of the Workforce Center. “Employers are calling up,

hiring event?’ ”
Some of this growth can be
attributed to the National Bio
and Agro-Defense Facility construction, which is expected to
add 1,500 blue-collar jobs
throughout the project. But
Brunner said the region has
been growing independently for
some time, largely because of
age-related turnover.
“The baby boomers are retiring, and there’s not a lot of people coming up the pipeline to
fill those openings,” she said.
The Manhattan Area Techni-

force void.
The school graduates 300 to
400 students a year through various programs and maintains a
student body of just under 900.
At least a third of those graduates stay in the Manhattan area,
said James Genandt, president
and executive director, adding
that about 80 percent stay in
Kansas.
Manhattan is growing, and
part of the city's challenge is
generating an adequate workforce to build community
needs. The Manhattan Area

Candidate for governor's voting record gives policy insight
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _
Kansas Lt. Gov. Jeff Colyer's
voting record as a legislator
gives insight into the course of
policy action he is certain to
sustain if he wins the governor's
race.
The Topeka Capital-Journal
reports that Colyer generally
has avoided hefty policy pronouncements in recent weeks to
focus on explaining what type
of person he would be as governor.
Colyer launched a career in
the state Legislature by spon-

soring a bill equating the legal
status of a fetus at all stages of
gestation to that of a living
human being.
This anti-abortion position he
took as a freshman representative in 2007 reflected his advocacy in the House and Senate
through 2010 as well as his
public positions as lieutenant
governor for more than six
years.
``Kansas has a long history
of being the conscience of the
United States,'' Colyer said in a
speech before declaring his in-

tention to seek a full term as
governor in 2018. ``It's very important to remind the world that
we do believe in love. We do
believe in respect. All of that
means we respect life.''
Republican
Gov.
Sam
Brownback is serving his second term and couldn't run
again. President Donald Trump
has nominated him to serve as
U.S. ambassador-at-large for international religious freedom.
The timing of a U.S. Senate
vote on his nomination is uncertain.

Like many regional technical
schools, MATC offers training
in high-demand fields such as
nursing, HVAC, welding and
automotive technology. MATC
has a partnership with
Wamego’s Caterpillar plant to
fulfill its workforce needs. The
program is supported by the
Kansas Board of Regents and
the Kansas Department of
Commerce and allows participants to immediately start
working for Caterpillar.
The school also offers training for more high-tech jobs directly related to NBAF.
The labs that handle hazardous biological material will
need a well-trained technical
staff, and that’s where MATC
comes in, Genandt said. The
school offers a biotechnology
program, bio-hazardous risk reduction training — which
teaches proper safety procedures for working around hazardous material — and
advanced electrical and HVAC
engineering training specific to
high-tech labs.
MATC aggressively pursued
funding for bio-related training
after Manhattan was chosen for
the NBAF. Genandt hopes it

and related labs, he said.
“These are the people who
ensure the labs work and operate safely,” he said.
MATC has worked closely
with local school districts to
help high school students get
tech training before graduation,
going so far as to design course
schedules around high school
schedules, he said.
The school is also trying to
“re-educate” the public about
technical college.
“People used to say, ‘Well,
Johnny can’t go to college, so
he’s going to learn how to turn
a wrench,’ but these are highly
skilled, highly technical jobs,”
he said. “In the old days, people
thought vo-tech was a dead end.
Now the outreach is that you
can get a tech degree and go to
work immediately. You can go
to a university or anywhere you
want while making real
money.”
Many of the programs have
waiting lists. Last year, the
nursing program received 120
applications but only had room
for about 40, he said.
Technical programs such as
nursing or biohazard training
have limited capacities because

pand its online training, moving
lectures to webinars so more
time can be spent out of the
classroom in the hands-on labs,
he said.
Meanwhile, Brunner sees a
large labor pool at nearby Fort
Riley. The workforce center has
a full-time liaison at the base to
work with soldiers leaving the
service and families who want
employment while stationed in
Kansas.
The center has worked directly with employers to connect them with retiring soldiers
who may have the right skills,
Brunner said. For those looking
to advance their training, several programs exist to expedite
the process or alleviate the financial burden.
Through the state, funding is
available for on-the-job training
and registered apprenticeships.
A separate program reimburses
a portion of a retired soldiers
salary, she said.
“That allows these smaller
companies to hire G.I.s at a
higher rate,” she said. “When
they leave the base, we want
them to look at the Manhattan
area as a place where they can
settle down.”

Debt Disclosure Statement Notes ........................from page 1
bonds related to the financing
of land acquisition and site
preparation of the North Redevelopment District and will also
be used to construct a public
plaza in the North District.
These bonds shall not constitute
a debt or liability of the City nor
any pledge of the full faith and
credit of the City. Revenue
available for debt service from
the North District consists of incremental property taxes, City
sales tax, compensating use tax,
and the City’s portion of the
County’s sales tax. Revenue
available from the South District consists of incremental
property taxes.
4. The Subordinate Lien
“Tax Increment Financing”
(TIF) bonds were issued at a
principal amount of $4,160,000.
This series of bonds, along with
the Senior Lien TIF bonds
above, was issued to retire the
previously outstanding TIF
bonds related to the financing
of land acquisition and site
preparation of the North Redevelopment District and will also
be used to construct a public
plaza in the North District.
These bonds shall not constitute
a debt or liability of the City nor

any pledge of the full faith and
credit of the City. These bonds
shall constitute subordinate lien
bonds and shall be junior and
subordinate with respect to the
payment of debt service from
the incremental tax revenues to
the Senior Lien TIF bonds.
Revenue available for debt
service from the North District
consists of incremental property
taxes, City sales tax, compensating use tax, and the City’s
portion of the County’s sales
tax. Revenue available from the
South District consists of incremental property taxes.
5. The Series 2009-1 “Sales
Tax and Revenue” (STAR)
Bonds were issued at a principal amount of $16,855,000.
This series of STAR Bonds was
issued to retire the City’s previously outstanding 2008 Bonds
related to the financing of the
South District land acquisition.
These bonds shall not constitute
a debt or liability of the City nor
any pledge of the full faith and
credit of the City. Revenue
available for debt service from
the North District consists of
State sales tax. Revenue available from the South District
consists of State sales tax, City

sales tax, compensating use tax, ments needed for the developand the City’s portion of the ment of the North Project area
County’s sales tax.
of Downtown Redevelopment.
An excise/sales tax has been
6. The Series 2009-2 “Sales imposed on purchases made at
Tax and Revenue” (STAR) businesses within the district.
Bonds were issued at a princi- The excise/sales tax collected
pal amount of $33,145,000. will be used to retire the bonds.
This series of STAR Bonds was The bonds are considered a speissued to finance eligible facili- cial obligation of the City seties and infrastructure costs cured by a pledge of the
within the South Redevelop- excise/sales tax revenues. They
ment District. The 2009-2 are not a general obligation of
STAR Bonds will be treated as the City, nor do they count
“Build America Bonds” under against the City’s debt limit.
the Recovery Act and will receive a cash subsidy from the
8. The first loan was to be a
United States Treasury equal to maximum of $6,411,155.
35% of the interest payable on Amounts were drawn down on
the bonds. These bonds shall the loan as eligible expenditures
not constitute a debt or liability were made. The City was not
of the City nor any pledge of obligated to draw down the full
the full faith and credit of the amount of the loan if it was deCity. Revenue available for debt termined that the funds were
service from the North District not needed. (A total of
consists of State sales tax. Rev- $6,175,678 was drawn down.)
enue available from the South This loan was amended to allow
District consists of State sales the City to borrow an additional
tax, City sales tax, compensat- $2,510,637 million to finance
ing use tax, and the City’s por- the cost of designing the wastetion of the County’s sales tax.
water treatment plant upgrade
and expansion project and de7. The North Project Trans- sign costs associated with the
portation Development Dis- relocation of the K-18 sanitary
trict (TDD) was created to sewer. First draw on this addifinance infrastructure improve- tional loan was made in March

2008. In late 2007 the City was
aproved for a new loan to finance the design and construction of water treatment plant
and wellfield improvements. In
July 2010 the loan was
amended to increase the maxito
amount
loan
mum
$17,975,861. The City is not
obligatied to drawn down the
full amount of the loan if it is
determined that the funds are
not needed. First draw on this
loan was made in December
2010. In late 2009 the City was
approved for a new loan in the
amount of $39,506,000 to finance the cost of the construction phase of the wastewater
treatment plant upgrade and expansion project. The City is not
obligated to draw down the full
amount of the loan if it is determined that the funds are not
needed. The first draw on this
loan was made in February
2010. In early 2010 the City
was approved for a new loan in
the amount of $1,537,000 to finance the City’s share of the
cost of connecting the Pottawatomie County Blue Township Sewer District service area
and adjacent tributary areas to
the City’s wastewater treatment
facilities. The City is not obli-

gated to draw down the full
amount of the loan if it is determined that the funds are not
needed. The first draw on this
loan was made in May 2010. In
2011, the City was approved for
a new loan for the amount of
$1,395,461 to finance the extension fo the Konza water
main. The City is not obligated
to draw down the full amount fo
the loan if it is determined that
the funds are not needed. No
draw downs have been made to
date. In 2013, the City was approved for a new loan for the
amount of $3,091,960 to finance the Water Meter Automation and Replacement Project.
The City is not obligated to
draw down the full amount of
the loan if it is determined that
the funds are not needed.
9. This loan is to be a maximum of $4,608,000. Amounts
will be drawn down on the loan
as eligible expenditures are
made. The City is not obligated
to draw down the full amount of
the loan if it is determined that
the funds are not needed. (Draw
downs are complete - a total of
$4,607,872 was drawn down.)
Note: In accordance with the
Long-Term Obligation Policy
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New York Times Continues Its Tradition of Whitewashing Communism
Commentary By
Jarrett Stepman
The Daily Signal
It seems communism is back
in vogue at The New York
Times.
A sad but common issue in
the modern West is that progressives have created a fanciful and distorted picture of
socialism to make it seem like
an intriguing alternative to
American-style capitalism.
Ikea socialism—with Sweden as the model—is an utterly
distorted, but at least understandable, example for leftists
to trot out as a demonstration of
success.
And it’s even a bit amusing
how they try to dance around
the fact that Venezuela—which
is utterly collapsing and egregiously abusing human rights—
is a socialist country they
praised just 10 years ago.
Americans need an alternative to the mainstream media.
But this can't be done alone.
Find out more >>
But The New York Times

now has actually found a way to
create fanciful notions of Soviet-style authoritarianism—
and whimsical tales of its
influence in America—in a new
section dedicated to the “Red
Century,” which explores “the
history and legacy of communism, 100 years after the Russian Revolution.”
Romanticized Tyranny
While some of the pieces explore the horrors and failures of
communist rule, others delve
into topics that would seem
funny if the subject matter
weren’t so horrifying.
For instance, the Times ran
what can aptly be described as
a “puff piece” on Vladimir
Lenin, the man who led the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia
and is linked to the death and
murder of millions of people.
The article, titled “Lenin’s
Eco-Warriors,” paints the man
as some kind of Siberian John
Muir, and incredibly concludes
that leaving “landscapes on this
planet where humans do not

“The absurdly romanticized
account of life under tyrannical government explains little
of the hopelessness of a system
where an individual has no
hope and no future.”
tread” was the Soviet dictator’s
“legacy.”
As absurd as that piece was,
the Times managed to outdo itself with another article on, no
joke, “Why Women Had Better
Sex Under Socialism.”
This piece is an idealized account of how life under an absolutist government could be
liberating and possibly a better
model for the feminist movement.
The author wrote:
Those comrades’ insistence
on government intervention
may seem heavy-handed to our
postmodern sensibilities, but

sometimes necessary social
change—which soon comes to
be seen as the natural order of
things—needs an emancipation
proclamation from above.
The absurdly romanticized
account of life under tyrannical
government explains little of
the hopelessness of a system
where an individual has no
hope and no future.
These examples certainly
weren’t the first, or the worst,
instances of the Times engaging
in communist revisionism. One
of the most egregious examples
of “fake news” in the mid-20th
century was conducted by

Pulitzer Prize-winning journal- deaths due to forced starvation
ist Walter Duranty in the 1930s. in the Holodomor is unknown,
estimates are generally at least
Fake News
3 million from 1932 to 1933.
Duranty, who was the Times’
Despite his blatant misreportMoscow bureau chief, wrote a ing, Duranty was never stripped
series of glowing pieces about of his Pulitzer and has still been
the USSR’s policies under Gen- listed on the Times’ honor roll.
eral Secretary Josef Stalin in
It would be good on The
1931.
New York Times if it ran a piece
While millions of people about Duranty’s egregious rewere starving in Ukraine, Du- porting and disinformation
ranty reported back that things campaign that gave Americans
were going swimmingly under a distorted picture of commuthe communist regime despite a nist reality, but, alas, that hasn’t
few bumps in the road.
happened amid the various fa“Enemies and foreign critics bles about socialist “successes.”
can say what they please,” DuIt may seem easy to dismiss
ranty wrote. “Weaklings and The New York Times accounts
despondents at home may groan as eyerolling fantasies of the
under the burden, but the youth left trying to defend a broken
and strength of the Russian peo- ideology, but the danger of this
ple is essentially at one with the historical revisionism is real.
Kremlin’s program, believes it
Dangerous Historical Fanworthwhile and supports it, tasy
however hard be the sledding.”
A worrying study sponsored
He attacked reports that por- by the Victims of Communism
trayed the Soviet policies in a Memorial Foundation found
negative light as “malignant that millennials are generally
propaganda.”
clueless about communism.
Though the total number of

Trump vows continued fight in Afghanistan; reversing stance
By JOSH LEDERMAN
and ROBERT BURNS
WASHINGTON (AP) -- Reversing his past calls for a
speedy exit, President Donald
Trump recommitted the United
States to the 16-year-old war in
Afghanistan, declaring U.S.
troops must "fight to win." He
pointedly declined to disclose
how many more troops will be
dispatched to wage America's
longest war.
In a prime-time address to
unveil his new Afghanistan
strategy, Trump said Monday
the U.S. would shift away from
a "time-based" approach, instead linking its assistance to results and to cooperation from
the beleaguered Afghan government, Pakistan and others. He
insisted it would be a "regional"
strategy that addressed the roles
played by other South Asian nations - especially Pakistan's harboring of elements of the
Taliban.
"America will work with the
Afghan government as long as
we see determination and
progress," Trump said. "However, our commitment is not unlimited, and our support is not a
blank check."
Still, Trump offered few details about how progress would
be measured. Nor did he explain how his approach would
differ substantively from what
two presidents before him tried
unsuccessfully over the past 16
years.
Although Trump insisted he
would "not talk about numbers
of troops" or telegraph military

moves in advance, he hinted
that he'd embraced the Pentagon's proposal to boost troop
numbers by nearly 4,000, augmenting the roughly 8,400
Americans there now.
Vice President Mike Pence,
speaking on NBC's "Today"
show Tuesday, said the exact
number of troops was "yet to be
seen." He said Trump has "decided to deploy a sufficient
number of troops at the brigade
level in Afghanistan to assist the
Afghans."
A brigade is 3,000 to 4,000
troops, and Pence's comment
suggests Trump accepted the
Pentagon's June recommendation for an additional 3,900
troops.
"We're there to help the
Afghans win," Pence said.
"And the president made a commitment that we're going to be
there until we win."
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis
told reporters traveling with
him in Iraq on Tuesday that he
has yet to settle on the exact
number of additional troops. He
has directed the Joint Chiefs
chairman, Gen. Joseph Dunford, to give him a detailed plan
for executing military elements
of the revised strategy. Mattis
said he also will "reorganize"
the U.S. troops already in
Afghanistan.
Before becoming a candidate, Trump had ardently argued for a quick withdrawal
from Afghanistan, calling the
war a massive waste of U.S.
"blood and treasure" and declaring on Twitter, "Let's get out!"

Unlike Other
Presidents, Trump
Will Not Give The
Enemy Our Plans
Seven months into his presidency, he said Monday night
that though his "original instinct
was to pull out," he'd since determined that approach could
create a vacuum that terrorists
including al-Qaida and the Islamic State would "instantly
fill."
"We will ask our NATO allies and global partners to support our new strategy, with
additional troop and funding increases in line with our own.
We are confident they will,"
Trump said.
Earlier this year, Trump announced he was entrusting Mattis and the military with the
decision about how many
troops would be needed. In talking points sent Monday to congressional Republicans and
supportive groups, the White
House affirmed that the troop
numbers were up to Mattis and
added that the administration
wasn't seeking more money
from Congress for the strategy
in the current fiscal year, which
concludes at the end of next
month.

U.N. Ambassador Nikki
Haley said Tuesday that
Trump's speech demonstrates
his understanding of the weight
of his office. She told CNN's
"New Day" that Trump "listened to his generals."
While Trump stressed his
strategy was about more than
just the military, he was vague
on other "instruments of American power" he said would be
deployed in full force to lead
Afghanistan toward peace, such
as economic development or
new engagement with Pakistan
and India. Absent military
specifics, it was difficult to assess how his plan might dissolve the stalemate between the
Taliban and the Afghan government.
On one point - the definition
of victory - Trump was unequivocal. He said American
troops would "fight to win" by
attacking enemies, "crushing"
al-Qaida, preventing terror attacks against Americans and
"obliterating" the Islamic State
group, whose affiliate has
gained
a
foothold
in

Afghanistan as the U.S.
squeezes the extremists in Syria
and Iraq.
Trump's definition of a win
notably did not include defeating the Taliban, the group
whose harboring of al-Qaida
led the U.S. to war in
Afghanistan in the days after
the 9/11 attacks. Like President
Barack Obama before him,
Trump conceded that any solution that brings peace to
Afghanistan may well involve
the Taliban's participation.
"Someday, after an effective
military effort, perhaps it will
be possible to have a political
settlement that includes elements of the Taliban in
Afghanistan," Trump said. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, in
a statement after the speech,
said the U.S. was ready to support peace talks with the Taliban "without preconditions."
Talk of future Taliban reconciliation was one of several
echoes of Obama woven into
Trump's plan. Like Trump,
Obama insisted near the start of
his presidency that the "days of
providing a blank check are
over," urged a regional approach and said U.S. assistance
would be based on performance.
Still, Trump was intent on
differentiating his approach
from his predecessors - at least
in rhetoric. He emphasized
there would be no timelines, no
hamstringing of the military
and
no
divorcing
of
Afghanistan from the region's
broader problems.

One step being considered to
further squeeze Pakistan is to
cut foreign aid programs unless
Islamabad clamps down on the
Taliban and an associated group
known as the Haqqani network,
senior administration officials
told reporters ahead of Trump's
speech. Using civilian and military aid as a pressure lever with
the Pakistanis has been tried for
years.
Trump's speech concluded a
months-long internal debate
within his administration over
whether to pull back from the
Afghanistan conflict, as he and
a few advisers were inclined to
do, or to embroil the U.S. further in a war that has eluded
American solutions for the past
16 years.
His national security advisers
have warned that the Afghan
forces are still far too weak to
succeed without help. Even
now, Afghan's government controls just half the country.
In Kabul, Taliban spokesman
Zabiullah Mujahid dismissed
Trump's speech as "old" and his
policy as "unclear." But the plan
was cheered by Afghanistan's
government. Ambassador Hamdullah Mohib, the Afghan
envoy to Washington, called it
a "10 out of 10."
Among U.S. elected officials,
the reception was equally
mixed, reflecting the deep divisions among Americans about
whether to lean into the conflict
or pull back.

“I predict future happiness for Americans, if they can prevent the government from wasting the labors of the people
under the pretense of taking care of them.”
― Thomas Jefferson
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Free Press Photographer Ben Brake found this wideopen farm field north of Marysville to take photos of the 2017 solar eclips.

'A primal experience': Americans dazzled by solar eclipse
By MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer
The stars came out in the
middle of the day, zoo animals
ran in agitated circles, crickets
chirped, birds fell silent and a
chilly darkness settled upon the
land Monday as the U.S. witnessed its first full-blown,
coast-to-coast solar eclipse
since World War I.
Millions of Americans gazed
in wonder at the cosmic spectacle, with the best seats along the
so-called path of totality that
raced 2,600 miles (4,200 kilometers) across the continent
from Oregon to South Carolina.
"It was a very primal experience," Julie Vigeland, of Portland, Oregon, said after she was
moved to tears by the sight of
the sun reduced to a silvery ring
of light in Salem.
It took 90 minutes for the
shadow of the moon to travel
across the country. Along that
path, the moon blotted out the
midday sun for about two wondrous minutes at any one place,
eliciting oohs, aahs, whoops
and shouts from people gathered in stadiums, parks and
backyards.
It was, by all accounts, the
most-observed and most-photographed eclipse in history,
documented by satellites and

high-altitude balloons and
watched on Earth through telescopes, cameras and cardboardframe protective eyeglasses.
In Boise, Idaho, where the
sun was more than 99 percent
blocked, the street lights flicked
on briefly, while in Nashville,
Tennessee, people craned their
necks at the sky and knocked
back longneck beers at Nudie's
Honky Tonk bar.
Passengers aboard a cruise
ship in the Caribbean watched
it unfold as Bonnie Tyler sang
her 1983 hit "Total Eclipse of
the Heart."
Several minor-league baseball teams - one of them, the
Columbia Fireflies, outfitted for
the day in glow-in-the-dark jerseys - briefly suspended play.
At the White House, despite
all the warnings from experts
about the risk of eye damage,
President Donald Trump took
off his eclipse glasses and
looked directly at the sun.
The path of totality, where
the sun was 100 percent obscured by the moon, was just 60
to 70 miles (96 to 113 kilometers) wide. But the rest of North
America was treated to a partial
eclipse, as were Central America and the upper reaches of
South America.

Skies were clear along most
of the route, to the relief of
those who feared cloud cover
would spoil the moment.
"Oh, God, oh, that was amazing," said Joe Dellinger, a
Houston man who set up a telescope on the Capitol lawn in
Jefferson City, Missouri. "That
was better than any photo."
For the youngest observers, it
seemed like magic.
"It's really, really, really, really awesome," said 9-year-old
Cami Smith as she gazed at the
fully eclipsed sun in Beverly
Beach, Oregon.
NASA reported 4.4 million
people were watching its TV
coverage midway through the
eclipse, the biggest livestream
event in the space agency's history.
"It can be religious. It makes
you feel insignificant, like
you're just a speck in the whole
scheme of things," said veteran
eclipse-watcher Mike O'Leary
of San Diego, who set up his
camera along with among hundreds of other amateur astronomers in Casper, Wyoming.
John Hays drove up from
Bishop, California, for the total
eclipse in Salem, Oregon, and
said the experience will stay
with him forever.
"That silvery ring is so hypnotic and mesmerizing, it does

remind you of wizardry or like
magic," he said.
More than one parent was
amazed to see teenagers actually look up from their cellphones.
Patrick Schueck, a construction company president from
Little Rock, Arkansas, brought
his 10-year-old twin daughters
Ava and Hayden to Bald Knob
Cross of Peace in Alto Pass, Illinois, a more than 100-foot cross
atop a mountain. Schueck said
at first his girls weren't very interested in the eclipse. One sat
looking at her iPhone.
"Quickly that changed," he
said. "It went from them being
aloof to being in total amazement." Schueck called it a
chance to "do something with
my daughters that they'll remember for the rest of their
lives."
Astronomers, too, were
giddy with excitement.
NASA solar physicist Alex
Young said the last time earthlings had a connection like this
to the heavens was during man's
first flight to the moon, on
Apollo 8 in 1968. The first, famous Earthrise photo came
from that mission and, like this
eclipse, showed us "we are part
of something bigger."
NASA's acting administrator,

Robert Lightfoot, watched with
delight from a plane flying over
the Oregon coast and joked
about the space-agency official
next to him, "I'm about to fight
this man for a window seat."
Hoping to learn more about
the sun's composition and the
mysterious solar wind, NASA
and other scientists watched
and analyzed it all from the
ground and the sky, including
aboard the International Space
Station.
Citizen scientists monitored
animal and plant behavior as
day turned into twilight. About
7,000 people streamed into the
Nashville Zoo just to see the animals' reaction and noticed how
they got noisier at it got darker.
The giraffes started running
around crazily in circles when
darkness fell, and the flamingos
huddled together, though
zookeepers aid it wasn't clear
whether it was the eclipse or the
noisy, cheering crowd that
spooked them.
"I didn't expect to get so
emotionally caught up with it. I
literally had chill bumps," said
zoo volunteer Stephen Foust.
In Charleston, South Carolina, the eclipse's last stop in
the U.S., college junior Allie
Stern, 20, said: "It was amazing.
It looked like a banana peel,
like a glowing banana peel

which is kind of hard to describe and imagine but it was
super cool."
After the celestial spectacle,
eclipse-watchers heading home
in Tennessee spent hours stuck
in traffic jams.
"I knew it was going to be
leaving that would be the problem," said Peggy Hutchinson,
who drove down from Toledo,
Ohio, with her family and was
only able to move 18 miles in
90 minutes. "Everyone had
hours to get here but everybody
is going home at the same
time."
The Earth, moon and sun line
up perfectly every one to three
years, briefly turning day into
night for a sliver of the planet.
But these sights normally are in
no man's land, like the vast Pacific or Earth's poles. This is the
first eclipse of the social media
era to pass through such a heavily populated area.
The last coast-to-coast total
eclipse in the U.S. was in 1918,
when Woodrow Wilson was
president. The last total solar
eclipse in the U.S. was in 1979,
but only five states in the Northwest experienced total darkness.
The next total eclipse in the
U.S. will be in 2024. The next
coast-to-coast one will not be
until 2045.
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Big 12 Standings
School

Big 12

Oklahoma 0 - 0
Okla State 0 - 0
West Virginia 0 - 0
Baylor
0-0
Kansas State 0 - 0
TCU
0-0
Texas
0-0
Texas Tech 0 - 0
Iowa State 0 - 0
Kansas
0-0

Overall
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0

.000
.000
.000
.000
.000
.000
.000
.000
.000
.000

Kansas Schedule

Kansas State Schedule
Date
Sat, Sept 2 vs
Sat, Sept 9 vs
Sat, Sept 16 @
Sat, Sept 30 vs
Sat, Oct 7 @
Sat, Oct 14 vs
Sat, Oct 21 vs
Sat, Oct 28 @
Sat, Nov 4 @
Sat, Nov 11 vs
Sat, Nov 18 @
Sat, Nov 25 vs
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Opponent
Cent Arkansas
Charlotte
Vanderbilt
Baylor
Texas
TCU
Oklahoma
Kansas
Texas Tech
West Virginia
Oklahoma State
Iowa State

Time/
TV
6:10 PM
11:00 PM
6:30PM ESPNU
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Date
Sat, Sept 2 vs
Sat, Sept 9 vs
Sat, Sept 16 @
Sat, Sept 23 vs
Sat, Oct 7 vs
Sat, Oct 14 @
Sat, Oct 21 @
Sat, Oct 28 vs
Sat, Nov 4 vs
Sat, Nov 11 @
Sat, Nov 18 vs
Sat, Nov 25 @

Opponent
Time/
TV
SE Missouri St 6:00 PM
Cent Michigan 3:00 PM
Ohio
1:00 PM ESPN3
West Virginia TBD
Texas Tech
TBD
Iowa State
TBD
TCU
TBD
Kansas State
TBD
Baylor
TBD
Texas 6:00 PM
L Network
Oklahoma
TBD
Oklahoma State TBD

Big 12 Schedule
Date

Away Team

Home Team

Location

Time (CT)

Thu, Aug 31
Sat, Sep 02
Sat, Sep 02
Sat, Sep 02
Sat, Sep 02
Sat, Sep 02
Sat, Sep 02
Sat, Sep 02
Sat, Sep 02
Sun, Sep 03
Fri, Sep 08
Sat, Sep 09
Sat, Sep 09
Sat, Sep 09
Sat, Sep 09

Tulsa
Maryland
UTEP
Eastern Washington
SE Missouri State
Central Arkansas
Liberty
Northern Iowa
Jackson State
Virginia Tech
Oklahoma State
Iowa
Charlotte
East Carolina
TCU

Oklahoma State
Texas
Oklahoma
Texas Tech
Kansas
Kansas State
Baylor
Iowa State
TCU
West Virginia
South Alabama
Iowa State
Kansas State
West Virginia
Arkansas

Stillwater, Okla.
Austin, Texas
Norman, Okla.
Lubbock, Texas
Lawrence, Kan.
Manhattan, Kan.
Waco, Texas
Ames, Iowa
Fort Worth, Texas
Landover, Md.
Mobile, Ala.
Ames, Iowa
Manhattan, Kan.
Morgantown, W. Vir.
Foayetteville, Ark.

6:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:30 p.m.

Manhattan High School

Junction City High School

Date
Opponent
Result
9/1
@ Shawnee Heights (Tecumseh,
Location: Shawnee Heights High School 7:00p
9/8
Washburn Rural (Topeka, KS)
Location: Manhattan High School
7:00p
9/15
Highland Park (Topeka, KS)
Location: Manhattan High School
7:00p
9/22
@ Topeka (Topeka, KS)
Location: Topeka High School
7:00p
9/29
Seaman (Topeka, KS)
Location: Manhattan High School
7:00p
10/6
Junction City (Junction City, KS)
Location: Manhattan High School
7:00p
10/13
@ Emporia (Emporia, KS)
Location: Emporia High School
7:00p
10/20
@ Blue Valley Northwest
Location: Blue Valley Northwest High School 7:00p

Date
Opponent
Result
9/1
Emporia (Emporia, KS)
Location: Junction City High School
7:00p
9/8
@ Topeka (Topeka, KS)
Location: Topeka High School
7:00p
9/15
@ West (Topeka, KS)
Location: West High School
7:00p
9/22
Washburn Rural (Topeka, KS)
Location: Junction City High School
7:00p
9/29
@ Highland Park (Topeka, KS)
Location: Highland Park High School
7:00p
10/6
@ Manhattan (Manhattan, KS)
Location: Manhattan High School
7:00p
10/13
@ Varsity Opponent
7:00p
10/20
Seaman (Topeka, KS)
Location: Junction City High School
7:00p

Riley County High School

Rock Creek High School

Date
Opponent
Result
9/1
Wabaunsee (Alma, KS)
Location: Riley County High School
7:00p
9/8
Washington County (Washington
Location: Riley County High School
7:00p
9/15
@ Rossville (Rossville, KS)
Location: Rossville High School
7:00p
9/22
@ St. Marys (St. Marys, KS)
Location: St. Marys High School
7:00p
9/29
Rock Creek (St. George, KS)
Location: Riley County High School
10/67:00p
Silver Lake (Silver Lake, KS)
Location: Riley County High School
7:00p
10/137:00p
@ Minneapolis (Minneapolis, KS)
Location: Minneapolis High School
7:00p
10/20
Beloit (Beloit, KS)
Location: Riley County High School
7:00p
267:00p @ Marysville (Marysville, KS)
Location: Marysville High School
7:00p

Date
Opponent
Result
9/1
@ Wamego (Wamego, KS)
Location: Wamego High School
7:00p
9/8
Rossville (Rossville, KS)
Location: Rock Creek High School
7:00p
9/15
Wabaunsee (Alma, KS)
Location: Rock Creek High School
7:00p
9/22
@ Silver Lake (Silver Lake, KS)
Location: Silver Lake High School
7:00p
9/29
@ Riley County (Riley, KS)
Location: Riley County High School
10/6
St. Marys (St. Marys, KS)
Location: Rock Creek High School
7:00p
10/137:00p
@ Smoky Valley (Lindsborg, KS)
Location: Smoky Valley High School
7:00p
10/20 C
lay Center (Clay Center, KS)
Location: Rock Creek High School
7:00p
10/27
@ Chapman (Chapman, KS)
Location: Chapman High School
7:00p

Media
FS1
FS1
FOX
FSN
JTV
K-StateHD.tv
FS2
Cyclones.tv
FSN
ABC
ESPN2
ESPNor ESPN2
FSN
FS2
CBS

Wamego High School
Date
Opponent
Result
9/1
Rock Creek (St. George, KS)
Location: Wamego High School
7:00p
9/8
@ Ottawa (Ottawa, KS)
Location: Ottawa High School
7:00p
9/15
@ Marysville (Marysville, KS)
Location: Marysville High School
7:00p
9/22
Clay Center (Clay Center, KS)
Location: Wamego High School
7:00p
9/29
Chapman (Chapman, KS)
Location: Wamego High School
7:00p
10/6
@ Concordia (Concordia, KS)
Location: Concordia High School
7:00p
10/13
Abilene (Abilene, KS)
Location: Wamego High School
7:00p
10/20
@ McPherson (McPherson, KS)
Location: McPherson High School
10/27
@ Hays (Hays, KS)
Location: Hays High School
7:00p

Blue Valley - Randolph
Date
Opponent
Result
9/1
Crest (Colony, KS)
Location: Blue Valley High School
7:00p
9/8
Blue Valley West (Stilwell, KS)
Location: Blue Valley High School
7:00p
9/8
@ Linn (Linn, KS)
Location: Linn High School
7:00p
9/15
@ Tescott (Tescott, KS)
Location: Tescott High School
7:00p
9/22
@ Southern Cloud co-op
Location: Southern Cloud [Miltonvale]
7:00p
9/29
Wakefield (Wakefield, KS)
Location: Blue Valley High School
7:00p
10/6
@ Hanover (Hanover, KS)
Location: Hanover High School
7:00p
10/12
Blue Valley Northwest
Location: Blue Valley High School
7:00p
10/20
Axtell (Axtell, KS)
Location: Blue Valley High School
7:00p
10/207:00p
@ Aquinas
Location: Aquinas High School
7:00p
10/26
@ Frankfort (Frankfort, KS)
Location: Frankfort High School
7:00p
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Diary of Issac T. Goodnow - 1855
Transcribed by staff and volunteers of the
Riley County Historical Museum from a typescript of the original diary held in the collection
of the Kansas State Historical Society. The
Goodnow House Historic Site, 2001 Claflin
Road Manhattan, Kansas 785-565-5490 is open
to the public Saturday and Sunday 2:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. and when Riley County Historical Museum staff is available Tuesday through Friday
9:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission is free.

D—
Diary of
Isaac T. Goodnow
1855

Friday, 5/18/55
Ploughed my peninsula patch
of half an acre Hail storm P.M.

Sunday, 5/6/55
Saturday, 5/19/55
Drove out far enough to let
Built a bridge & path to my
the horses graze & stopped Just
at night went on to Graymore’s spring, A.M. P.M. went to a
to find better feed. Camped as meeting of the city Association.
usual. It is against our princi- Got home rather late.
ples to travel on the Sabbath.
Sunday, 5/20/55
Bread & milk of Father
A.M. Went to Mr Roosa’s to
Dherink.
meeting. But no preaching.
P.M. Staid at home. Read
Monday, 5/7/55
Drove to the Big Blue, & wrote & reflected.
missing the track on the Prairie
Monday, 5/21/55
camped out 1 ½ miles from my
Worked planting corn, A.M.
cabin. Beautiful night.
& part of the P.M. Worked for
Br. Denison 3 hours. Went to
Tuesday, 5/8/55
Went home to breakfast & Dr Hunting’s in the eve as comfound a new house built by my mittee on claims. Pleasant.
orders during my absence. All
Tuesday, 5/22/55
well. Thank the Lord after a
Worked at planting for Br
very trying journey of 270
Denison. Went to city with Br
miles.
Wm. who ordered Haskell from
his claim Wednesday & ThursWednesday, 5/9/55
Rested & visited some. Con- day worked for Br D— & in my
cluded to have Br Denison keep garden.
house & Br T. Shattuck, Wm. E.
Friday, 5/25/55
Goodnow & myself board with
Very showery, thunder &
him at $3. pr week. Commenclightening with hail. Wild Cat
ing tomorrow.
rose suddenly & carried off our
bridge to the Spring. Dr.
Thursday, 5/10/55
Worked in garden some. Robinson, Dr Prentiss & Mr
And am now a boarder with Br Hill arrived—good visit letters
from Ellen & Lucinda
Denison.
Friday, 5/11/55
Ploughed some on bottom
land with Br Denison’s horses.
Rode up to Ft. Riley with Br
D— & bought Tripp’s claim for
Br Denison. Fortunate—very
$75.00.

Saturday, 5/26/55
Went to the city with Dr
Robinson & trustees to locate
the saw mill to be built by the
E. Aid Company. Came home
much fatigued. Br Wm. is
rather feeble with a relax.

Saturday, 5/12/55
Showers.— P.M. Attended a
meeting of the Boston Association. Bought 2 cows & 2 calves
with Br Denison. Pd. $31. a
pair.

Sunday, 5/27/55
Called at Mr Houston’s early.
Wrote several letters to send out
by Dr Robinson. Saw him &
S.B. Prentiss at Mr Eubanks
P.M. where we listened to a first
rate funeral sermon by Br Denison.

Sunday, 5/13/55
Went to Mr. Eubank’s to
meeting & listened to a sermon
by Br Denison.
Monday, 5/14/55
Nothing more than usual stirring. Pleasant.

Monday, 5/28/55
Worked in my garden & in
planting corn. Steamboat Financier arrived with L.P. Lincoln
& G.F. Brown & father.
Walked over to Mr Roosa’s in
the evening.

Tuesday, 5/15/55
Tuesday, 5/29/55
Worked on Br D’s claim &
Finished my peninsula piece
making roads. Rained & hailed
of corn,—hoed in my garden.
at night.
Visited with Lincoln & wrote to
E. Weedon, & F. Rand. Rainy
Wednesday, 5/16/55
Showers. Sent Br. Wm. in the evening.
down to preempt a city claim
Wednesday, 5/30/55
which he did & ret’d at night.
Went to the city A.M. & located George F. Brown & father
Thursday, 5/17/55
Planted corn & helped Br on city claim in place of J. Gill
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Br A. & M—y, Mrs. B.—
meeting.
Hot, Thermometer 100. at
Monday, 6/25/55
noon. Dry!
Ploughed out corn for Br
Shattuck & my peninsula.
Monday, 6/18/55
Rained early with strong Trustees of Boston Association
gusts of wind. Went down in met at my house at 8. A.M.
the wet & helped Wm. get up P.M. Hoed my peninsula with
his timber from the river. Hoed Br. Shattuck, —5 hours.
a little. Killed our calf. Rained
Tuesday, 6/26/55
hard towards night & during the
Warm & pleasant. Hoed for
night.
Br. Shattuck.
Tuesday, 6/19/55
Wednesday, 6/27/55
Rode early to the city & carWorked A.M. on my garden
ried our veal. Made an arrangement with Mr Peacock to take corn with Brs Shattuck & Gill.
the claim at the Big Blue land- P.M. ¾ hour in garden & 1 ½ h.
ing. Planted corn for Br. Deni- for Br. Shattuck ploughing out
son, 1 ½ hours. A.M. 4 h. P.M. corn with him Went to city
meeting to take measures to
Warm. Set out some turnips.
guard against an invasion by
Missourians. Arrived home
Wednesday, 6/20/55
Hoed a little & planted for Br late. Spent some time as evidence for Br. Wm. on claim &c.
Denison.
Thursday, 6/21/55
Planted half a day for Br.
Denison. P.M. ploughed out
my corn & Br Shattuck helped
me three hours. Rained in the
night.

Thursday, 6/28/55
Went early to Mr. Houston’s
on business connected with defense from M—rowdies.
Worked for Br. Shattuck hoeing
and ploughing out corn. Warm
& dry. Signs of rain.

Friday, 6/22/55
Friday, 6/29/55
Planted for Br Denison 3 ½
Went to Mr Dyer’s to give in
hours & ground my axe at Br
Roosa’s. Rainy. Worked in the deposition for Br Wm. on the
garden a little & in the house disputed claim against J.
Haskell. 6. Depositions taken.
some.
Wednesday, 6/13/55
Saw Gov. Reader & Judge
Ploughed with Br Denison.
Johnson; introduced to them.
Saturday,
6/23/55
(?) Cattle. Lockwood left with
Set out some bean poles, & Judge Johnson described Gen
letters.
62 Turnips (rutabagas) P.M. Stringfellows attack upon his
Shouldered my gun & went to excellency.
Thursday, 6/14/55
the to drive off Haskell from
Do.
Saturday, 6/30/55
Wm.’s claim. He fled as fast as
Cut & trimmed trees around
his
legs
would
carry
him.
ConFriday, 6/15/55
my
garden, A.M. In the P.M. atversed
with
Mr
Conway.
Harrowed.
tended a meeting of the Association to alter the constitution.
Sunday, 6/24/55
Saturday, 6/16/55
Went
to
city
to
meeting
with
Planted.
Eleanor. Had letters form E &

Isaac Goodnow was an early resident of Manhattan,
Kansas, and was a free-state supporter. He was a delegate to the Leavenworth Constitutional Convention
and was one of the founders of Bluemont College.
& D. Ambrose.
P.M. Chored it & cut brush a
little.
Thursday, 5/30/55
Friday, 6/1/55
Ploughed with Br Denison 5
hours. Call from Br Good.
Saturday, 6/2/55
Ploughed 4 hours. Evening,
out till after 12 P.M. on Trustee
business. Met representatives
of the Manhattan Com’y.
Cincinnati.
Sunday, 6/3/55
Arose late—tired. Walked
over to Mr Roosa’s. Folks
went to meeting. Wrote some.
Pleasant day. The first Quarterly Conference on Ft. Riley
District was held today at Mr.
Dyer’s.
Monday, 6/4/55
Meeting of our Association.
Passed a resolution giving to
the Manhattan Co’y. of Cincinnati ½ of our city site on condition of making certain
improvements. Good.
Saturday, 6/9/55
Went to the city & voted for
city rulers. An interloper condemned Rec’d. letters from
M.A.D, H & Ellen, J.B.B. &c.
Boston Association ½ day.
Sunday, 6/10/55
Preaching at my cabin.
Wrote (?) Paine, Z-e, M.A.D.
Monday, 6/11/55
Hoed in the garden A.M.
P.M. went to the city to try Mr.
Haskell condemned as a claim
jumper. Was condemned.
Tuesday, 6/12/55
Rainy ploughed a little.
P.M. went with a body of men
& drove off Haskell & tore
down his house—Squatter
Sovereignty

Sunday, 6/17/55
Went to the city, M—to

Continued
Next Week
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Car Clinic, Inc.
“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs
• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis
• Transmission service
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209 Sarber Ln

539-1040
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Anthony Kansas department store to close
ANTHONY, Kan. (AP) _
The Harper County department
store that defied Main Street
trends and continued to be a
stronghold in customer loyalty,
good taste and savvy fashions
for more than a century is closing its doors for the last time.
Jetts Department Store in Anthony will no longer exist after
Sept. 30, The Wichita Eagle reported .
``I was very shocked but I
have said forever that when
God is ready for me to retire, he
would send me a message,''
owner Sherrie Eaton, 67, said in
a phone interview last week.
``He sent me a young man with

roots in this community who
walked through the door and
said `I want to buy your building.'''
The Anthony building that
anchors the town's Main Street
will soon be the Squash Blossom Boutique. The new store
will be operated by Maria
Gates, Katie Carothers and
Caitlyn Henderson.
``This is the next generation
coming along to see the continued success of Main Street Anthony,'' Eaton wrote in an e-mail
to her customers announcing
her decision to close.
She told The Eagle: ``When
God gives you that big of a

message, he means for you to
be gone.''
In 1912, the W.E. Jett Mercantile Co. in Anthony opened
on Main Street. At the time, it
was part of a chain of department stores owned by P.H. Parmenter, Frank Parmenter, W.E.
Jett, L.D. Farmer, Joe Farmer
and Arthur Farmer. The Farmer
brothers operated the stores, but
the stores were named after Jett
and Wood Wholesale Grocery
in Wichita.

The first stores opened in
1906 and were centered in the
Greensburg and Pratt area. At
one time, there was a string of
Jetts stores in other Kansas and
Oklahoma communities, including Herington, Wellington,
Kingman, Blackwell, Ponco
City and Alva.
The Jetts store in Anthony
was the last one still open.
Large department stores once
decorated Main Streets across
America, but in the 1960s and

1970s gave way as malls were
built; then, still more fell by the
wayside in more recent years as
internet shopping has gained
popularity.
Eaton said the store will continue to honor gift certificates
and store credits for the next six
weeks. The store is having a
clearance sale along with new
fall arrivals.
``The Squash Blossom Boutique will have a new spin on
fashion,'' Eaton told her cus-

tomers in the e-mail. ``At this
time, they only plan to carry a
few of our lines _ Born shoes,
Silver jeans/capris, UnderArmour Kids and Oofos. They
also will continue with tux
rental.''
Gwen Warner, director of
Anthony Chamber of Commerce, said the community will
feel the loss of the department
store but is grateful a fashion
shop will still remain in the
small town.

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
Take a Pal Shooting
With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full
weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

FANCY CREEK RANGE
At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

County News
Manhattan Free Press

County Minutes Are Light On Detail
sults
9:00 AM Shilo Heger,
Treasurer
8. July 2017 Revenue Reporting - Riley County Treasurer
Heger presented the August
2017 Treasurer’s Report.
The Board of County Commissioners signed a Riley
County Position Action Form
for an Administrative Clerk IIUtilities, in the Public Works
Department, at a grade J.
9:15 AM
Lyle Butler, Manhattan
Area Chamber of Commerce

Riley County Minutes
Cost Taxpayers $700 Per Month:
The minutes for years did not cost the county extra. They
were produced using Word. A new program now costs
$700 per month.
Riley County Commission
Minutes
8:30 AM Call to Order
1. Public Comments
Volanti asked to add two Personnel Sheets to the business
meeting.
Business Meeting
3.Review and sign Appraiser’s Real Estate Sales Data
Search Service Agreement and
Contractual Provisions for Keystone Appraisals LLC, Megan
Warner.
Move to approve Real Estate
Sales Data Search Service
Agreement and Contractual
Provisions for Keystone Appraisals LLC in Olathe, Kansas.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Marvin Rodriguez, County Commissioner
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
4. The Board of County
signed Riley County Personnel
Action Forms for the following:

� Troy Barry, for other, as an
Engineering Technician, in the
Public Works Department, at a
grade N step 7, at $25.10 per
hour (rescinding previous separation that was effective 8-1117. Leon Hobson, Department
Head, has agreed with employee to retain the employment with no lapse of
separation of employment).
� Trisha Parrack, an Administrative Clerk II-Utilities, in the
Public Works Department, for
Separation from County Service, effective August 25, 2017.
5. Board of Riley County
Commissioners - Regular Meeting - Aug 10, 2017 8:30 AM
Move to approve the minutes.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Marvin Rodriguez, County Commissioner
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
7. Discuss Press Conference
� Craig Cox-Tax Sale Re-

9. Economic development
update
Butler stated the Chamber
watches the local economy, including sales tax, developments, and labor supply. Butler
said he has a number of employers who want to expand
who struggle to find enough
employees.
Butler said they are working
on finding ways to educate the
young people of the community about the opportunities in
our area. Butler stated they are
working with the Manhattan
Area Technical College,
Kansas State University, and
Fort Riley on workforce development.
Butler discussed the impact
of reduced sales tax and impact
of internet sales tax.
9:30 AM Press Conference
10. Real ID Information Shilo Heger (5 minutes)
Heger presented the following information on Real ID:
� August 1st, 2017 the State
of Kansas began issuing Real
ID compliant driver’s licenses
and identification cards
o By October 1, 2020 you
will have to have a Real ID
compliant driver’s license or
ID card to be able to use this
form of identification to board
an airplane or enter a designated federal facility.
o Your current license will
work to board an airplane or
enter a designated federal facility until September 30, 2020.
� A Real ID compliant driver’s license or ID card will
have a Gold Circle with a star

Roberts, McCaskill discuss protecting nation's food supply
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) _
The nation's focus on protecting
its agriculture, food and livestock from terrorism and infectious diseases has waned since
it became a top priority after the
Sept. 11 attacks but it's time to
refocus on the issue, U.S. senators from Kansas and Missouri
said Friday.
Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill of Missouri and Republican Sen. Pat Roberts of
Kansas met with government,
education and private officials
from several agencies tasked
with preventing or reacting to

attacks on the nation's food supply. While they insisted the U.S.
still has the safest food supply
in the world, panel members acknowledged problems with coordination, budgeting and a
dwindling number of employees trained to help with the effort.
President Donald Trump in
June signed a bill co-sponsored
by McCaskill and Roberts,
chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee, that requires
the Department of Homeland
Security to coordinate the efforts.
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cutout in the upper right corner
� A Non-Real ID compliant
driver’s license or ID card will
have the words “Not For Federal ID” printed on the card.
� When it is time for you to
renew your driver’s license you
will have the option of obtaining a Real ID compliant license.
� You will need to bring in
your social security card (nonlaminated) AND either your
original birth certificate or valid
U.S. Passport.
� If you use your birth certificate as one of the credentials
and your name has changed you
must bring in documentation
showing the sequence of name
changes such as marriage license, divorce decree, or other
court documents showing the
name change.
� You will also need to bring
in proof of address
� Anyone who has presented
these documents from 2011 and
later will not have to bring them
in again because they are already scanned in the system.
When you renew you will automatically receive the Real-ID
compliant card. However, if
you are not sure it is a good idea
to go ahead and bring in the
documents required.
� If you would like to obtain
a Real-ID compliant card before it is time for you to renew
you may do so by bringing in
the proper documentation and
$12
� The Real ID symbol will
NOT be printed on a Conceal
Carry License nor will it be
printed on a temporary license
that is printed on thermal paper.
� Our office only has 1 driver’s license station. To save
time you may text yourself in
line before you come to the office
o Text RCT to 785-914-5164
and choose option 3
� The Driver’s License station will be closed on Wednesday August 16th for an
equipment upgrade
11. Tax Sale Auction - Craig
Cox (3-5 minutes)
Cox reported the Tax Sale
Auction will be held Wednesday, August 16th at 10 :00 a.m.
in the BOCC Chambers. Cox
said all bidders must pre-register.
Cox stated the total number
of properties is currently 68,
with three of them having structures on them.
12. Genealogy and History
Fair - Cheryl Collins (2 minutes)
C. Collins said the Riley
County Genealogical Society
and the Riley County Historical
Museum will host a Genealogy
and History Fair Saturday, August 19, 2017 from 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. at Pottorf Hall,
CiCo Park, Manhattan.

William Bryan, acting undersecretary of the agency, said no
government can protect against
every possible threat because
there simply isn't enough
money.
``Every sector is unique,
every sector is different and
there is not enough money to
pay for everything,'' he said.
``Every sector is unique ... so
we have to look within those
10:10 AM Shelly Williams,
sectors and determine where do
Community Corrections Diwe take the few resources available to us and how do we max- rector
imize them.''
13. Youth Court Turned IIP

Williams discussed the history of the Youth Court Program. Williams said as a result
of this recent legislation, the
Riley County Attorney’s Office
will no longer be overseeing juvenile diversion cases, and juveniles charged with a
misdemeanor who have no
prior adjudications will be referred to a re-designed Youth
Court. We are in the process of
modifying our Youth Court Program to meet the new state standards
for
immediate
intervention programs. While
we have always offered Youth
Court services in Clay County,
the Clay County Attorney has
never taken us up on providing
immediate intervention services. With this new legislative
mandate, the Clay County Attorney will no longer have a
choice on whether or not to
offer misdemeanor diversions
to juveniles, and we are the
agency providing this service
within the Judicial District.
Williams said KDOC Juvenile Services published Request
for Proposals (RFP) for Reinvestment & Regional Collaboration Grants on July 20th. The
21st Judicial District is eligible
to receive a maximum award
amount of $67,230.00. In reading the Prohibited Use of
Funds, it appears that funding
for Youth Court is allowable
under this RFP (see attached).
The $67,230.00 that we are eligible to apply for would not pay
for the entire position of Youth
Court Coordinator.
Williams said she is not able
to absorb the Youth Court Coordinator position within our
existing KDOC Juvenile Services budget of $315,779.30. Our
current budget pays for 1.2 administrative and 2.5 direct-line
personnel, with personnel costs
making up 87.9% of the total
budget.
Williams said on December
29, 2008, Commissioner Alvan
Johnson stated that Riley
County will not agree to fund a
State program. Unlike other
state-mandated programs, we
were providing the service and
had been for almost two
decades. Now the decision is
yours, to continue to fund a
county-initiated, county-funded
program, or to request RCCC to
apply for reinvestment dollars
to fund Youth Court.
Wilkerson stated he is aware
of the mandate coming down.
Wilkerson said Ms. Yocum is a
Riley County employee and we
need to be sure Riley County is
not funding Youth Court services in Clay County. Wilkerson
said he agrees Ms. Williams
should seek grant funding for
the program.
Wilson stated if the State has
funding available we should
apply for it.
Move to have RCCC apply
for re-investment funds to help
fund Youth Court.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Marvin Rodriguez, County Commissioner
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-

driguez
10:40 AM Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative Services
14. Administrative Work
Session
Holeman said he received a
letter from the Attorney General
approving the agreement for the
RCPD firing range on Fort
Riley.
Holeman said October 26th
looks like a date which will
work with our State Legislators
from 12:00 (noon) -2:00 p.m.
The Board agreed with the
October 26th date for the Riley
County Legislative Meeting.
Holeman said August 25th is
the deadline to submit legislative topics for the KAC Legislative Platform.
Holeman said last week he
attended deposition training in
Kansas City.
15. Pending County Projects County Counselor
11:00 AM Cheryl Collins,
Museum Director
16. Riley County Historical
Museum Staff Report
C. Collins presented the
Riley County Historical staff report.
Glasgow discussed the
archives/library research services.
11:15 AM Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative Services
17. Executive session to discuss a performance matter involving non-elected personnel
Move that the County Commissioners, including Chairman
Wells, Commissioner Rodriguez, and Commissioner
Wilson, recess into executive
session with Clancy Holeman,
County Counselor, attorney for
the commission, and Cindy
Volanti, Human Resource Manager, pursuant to the nonelected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, on a performance
matter, in order to protect the
privacy of the employee, the
open meeting to resume in the
County Commission Chambers
at 11:35 a.m.
RESULT:
DOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Marvin Rodriguez, County Commissioner
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
11:35 AM
Move to go out of executive
session.
RESULT:
DOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ben Wilson,
County Commissioner
SECONDER: Marvin Rodriguez, County Commissioner
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
No binding action was taken
during the executive session.
Adjournment
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Trump dumps Bannon, who returns to conservative website
WASHINGTON (AP) -- Barack Obama.
Trump can be heard boasting tentious presence in a White right of national security adSteve Bannon, the blunt-spoBannon's departure is espe- about groping women, threat- House divided by warring staff viser H.R. McMaster, which
ken and divisive strategist who cially significant since he was ened to capsize the Republi- loyalties. He repeatedly clashed some blamed on him, and
rose from Donald Trump's con- viewed by many as Trump's can's
campaign,
Bannon with other top advisers, most Trump's refusal to blame white
servative campaign to a top connection to his base of most- attempted to turn the tables by notably Trump's son-in-law, nationalists for the violence in
White House post, was pushed committed voters and the pro- gathering a group of women Jared Kushner. His puppet-mas- Charlottesville.
out by the president Friday, tector of the disruptive, who had accused Bill Clinton of ter image also drew the ire of
Earlier this week, The Amercapping a turbulent seven conservative agenda that pro- sexual assault and trying to am- the president, who at times bris- ican Prospect posted an intermonths marked by the depar- pelled the celebrity business- bush the Democratic nominee tled at the perception that Ban- view in which Bannon
non was the mastermind of his contradicted Trump by saying
ture of much of Trump's origi- man to the White House.
at a general election debate.
nal senior staff.
"It's a tough pill to swallow if
Without
him,
Trump's winning campaign and the force there was no military solution
A favorite in the farther-right Steve is gone because you have agenda is left in the hands of behind White House policies.
to the threat posed by North
One person close to Bannon Korea and its nuclear ambiportions of the Republican a Republican West Wing that's more moderate advisers, includParty, Bannon had pressed filled with generals and Democ- ing his son-in-law, his oldest said he had offered his resigna- tions. Just last week, Trump
Trump to follow through on rats," former campaign strate- daughter and his economic ad- tion to Trump on Aug. 7. It was pledged to answer North Kosome of his most contentious gist Sam Nunberg said shortly viser, whom Bannon has to go into effect a week later, rean aggression with "fire and
the one-year anniversary of fury."
campaign promises, including before the news of Bannon's de- slammed as "globalist."
his travel ban for some foreign- parture broke. "It would feel
But Bannon was also ac- when he officially joined
Bannon also talked about
ers and his decision to pull out like the twilight zone."
cused by many of his critics of Trump's presidential campaign. purging his rivals from the Deof the Paris climate change
From Breitbart, there was a leaking to reporters in a bid for But the departure was delayed fense and State departments, as
agreement. He returned as ex- dramatic one-word warning.
self-promotion, and egging on after the violence in Char- though he were in charge.
ecutive chairman to Breitbart
"#WAR," tweeted Joel B. Trump's most damaging im- lottesville, Virginia, said the
In recent remarks, the presiperson, who spoke only on con- dent downplayed Bannon's role
News, which he led before Pollak, a senior editor at large at pulses.
joining Trump's campaign, and the news site.
Trump spokeswoman Sarah dition of anonymity to discuss in his campaign and passed up
presided at its Friday evening
Indeed, Bannon's nationalis- Huckabee Sanders said Bannon private conversations.
an opportunity to express conIn fact, Bannon had been on fidence in him publicly.
editorial meeting, the news site tic, outsider conservatism and chief of staff John Kelly,
announced.
served as a guiding force for only recently installed himself, shaky ground for weeks, and his
"He's a good person. He acTrump now has forced out Trump's rise to office. He in- had agreed that Friday would be job appeared in jeopardy when tually gets very unfair press in
Kelly announced that he'd be that regard," Trump said earlier
his hard-line national security jected a dark populism into the Bannon's last day.
adviser, his chief of staff, his campaign and sharpened its at"We are grateful for his serv- embarking on a personnel re- this week. "But we'll see what
press secretary (whose last day tacks on Democrat Hillary Clin- ice and wish him the best," she view of West Wing staff.
happens with Mr. Bannon."
Though Bannon had adopted
will be Aug. 31) and two com- ton, encouraging Trump's said in the only statement from
Trump had recently signaled
a lower profile in recent weeks, to confidants that he was going
munications directors - in addi- instinct to fight and counter- the White House.
tion to the FBI director he punch at every turn. When the
A combative and unorthodox he again became a flashpoint to dismiss Bannon but had not
inherited from President release of a 2005 tape, in which Republican, Bannon was a con- following criticism from the settled on a timeframe, according to another person who had
discussed the matter with the
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ADOPT. Young, professional NYC couple will provide unconditional love and
secure future for your baby. Expenses paid. Call or text CJ and
Patrick 917-494-3043
Farm Equipment
GOT LAND? Our Hunters
will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free info packet
& Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com
For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo
Containers $1650.00 in KC.
$1950.00 in Solomon Ks. 20s’
45s’ 48s & 53s’ also available
Call 785 655 9430 or go online
to Chuckhenry.com for pricing, availability & Freight estimates.
Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring
Class A drivers to run from
Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits!
www.convoysystems.com Call
Tina ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303
1-800-926-6869.
Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY. Receive maximum
value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All

conditions accepted.
Free
pickup. Call for details. 844268-9386
Misc.
LIVING WITH KNEE OR
BACK PAIN? Medicare recipients may qualify to receive a
pain relieving brace at little or
no cost. Call now! 855-7967301
Misc.
Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial
financial award. We can help
you get cash quick! Call 24/7:
855-510-4274
Misc.
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
844-359-3973
Misc.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are
you behind paying your
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner's Relief Line now
for Help! 855-401-4513
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Misc.
Updating your bathroom
does not have to be expensive
or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call
855-324-2317 today for a free
in home consultation.
Misc.
SWITCH TO DIRECTV.
From $50/Month, includes
FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3
months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ. Get a
$50 Gift Card. Call 888-6831682 (Mon-Fri 8am-9pm CT)
Misc.
FAST Internet! HughesNet
Satellite Internet. High-Speed.
Available Anywhere! Speeds
to 25 mbps. Starting at
$49.99/mo. Call for Limited
Time Price! 877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

Misc.
SAVE
ON
YOUR
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT!
FREE QUOTES from top
providers. Excellent coverage.
Call for a no obligation quote
to see how much you can save!
855-587-1299
Misc.
Teach the award-winning
AARP Smart Driver™ classroom curriculum.As a volunteer Instructor, you will: •
Organize/teach courses in your
community.• Free trainingtools
you
need!
http://bit.ly/29CAflw
Misc.
VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! There’s a cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices! 50 Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855850-3904

president but was not authorized to speak publicly about private discussions and insisted on
anonymity. Still, Bannon had
been telling people as recently
as this week that he believed his
job was safe and he would leave
only if fired.
Several sources said Bannon
had been hinting for weeks that
he might soon return to the
helm of Breitbart News. At one
point he casually discussed the
matter as though it was a certainty, according to a Bannon
associate who demanded
anonymity to share private conversations.
Bannon told Bloomberg politics in an interview that he
would continue to fight the
same fights, just from outside
the White House.
"If there's any confusion out
there, let me clear it up: I'm
leaving the White House and
going to war for Trump against
his opponents - on Capitol Hill,
in the media, and in corporate
America," Bannon told the outlet.
Still, Bannon told allies he
intended to hold the administration accountable if it falters on
campaign promises.
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K-State hopes returning secondary can hold up in Big 12
By DAVE SKRETTA
AP Sports Writer
MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) _
The school that once produced
Chris Canty and Thorpe Award
winner Terence Newman has
struggled to defend in recent
years in the pass-happy Big 12.
It still draws Kansas State
coach Bill Snyder's ire.
The hard-to-please Hall of
Fame coach was often quick to
bemoan a bunch that allowed
272.7 yards per game through
the air last season, better only
than the sieve known as Texas
Tech. Their shortcomings were
only made worse when they
were forced to stand beside by
the Wildcats' staunch rush defense, which was by far the best
in the Big 12.
But the Wildcats harbor hope
for success this season.
They return D.J. Reed, the
league's defensive newcomer of
the year, and running mate
Duke Shelley at cornerback. Kansas State’s Dante Barnett (22) and Kendall Adams (21) do more than a High 5,
Two-year starter Kendall after a defensive play. (2016 Photo by Ben Brake)
Adams is back to anchor the
safety corps, while a host of ex- college safety last season, and who burned his redshirt as a serve.' We knew we deserved
perience headlined by Cre some think Kansas State could freshman in 2015 when injuries it.''
Moore, Sean Newlan and Den- have the best secondary in the forced him onto the field. ``ReNow it's time to keep it.
zel Goolsby provide plenty of Big 12 _ perhaps even the na- ally for us as a unit as well, we
Things started promisingly
depth.
tion.
went from nobody respecting us enough for Kansas State last
Throw into the mix Elijah
``I've seen it all happen, the to, `Wow, our unit is getting season, holding Stanford in
Walker, the third-ranked junior good and the bad,'' said Shelley, some love and respect we de- check in the opener on the road

Sports Potpourri by Mac Stevenson
By Mac Stevenson

Anticipation and excitement have
preceded most football seasons since
Bill Snyder became Kansas Stateâ€™s
head coach. But this year is different.
Thereâ€™s a feeling among the Wildcat fans that something special is possible. In addition, 2017 could very well
be Coach Snyderâ€™s last season at
the helm.
Snyder has been battling throat cancer and little or nothing has been said
about the current state of his health
problem; consequently, no news is
probably good news. In any event,
thereâ€™s just one more week of full
practices before the season begins and
it appears that Coach Snyder is going
to be on the sideline for 2017.
Kansas State is loaded with talent
and experience at almost every position. The only thing that could derail
the Wildcatsâ€™ juggernaut would be
a rash of serious injuries and thatâ€™s
something every team faces.
Letâ€™s assume Kansas State
blows by their nonconference foes and
enters the Big 12 with a 3-0 record and
a national ranking in the top 20. KState has a favorable Big 12 schedule;

By Mac Stevenson
the Wildcats have five home games.
On Sept. 30, K-State opens Big 12
play at home against Baylor, which
will be a win. On October 7, the Wildcats travel to Austin to play Texas.
That will be their first major challenge,
but K-Stateâ€™s experience will carry
the day.
Two home games follow: Oct. 14
against TCU and Oct. 21 against Big

12 favorite Oklahoma. The OU game
will be the pivotal game if K-State is
to challenge for the national playoffs.
If Snyderâ€™s team is 7-0 after the
OU game, the sky will be the limit; admittedly, thatâ€™s a big â€œif.â€
After OU, K-State has road games
at Kansas (Oct. 28) and Texas Tech
(Nov. 4); if the Cats are unbeaten,
these will be challenging games because all remaining foes will be fired
up to play K-State.
Kansas State finishes their conference schedule with a home game
against West Virginia (Nov. 11), a huge
road game at Oklahoma State (Nov.
18), and the final game with Iowa State
(Nov. 25) at home.
It will to be a herculean challenge
for any team to go through the Big 12
undefeated; nevertheless, it could happen. Think of the national uproar if
Kansas State made the Final Four of
college football and played for the national championship. It does no harm
to dream big.
Kansas has a chance to make big
strides with their football program this
season. Coach David Beaty has recruited well enough that the Jayhawks

and shutting down Florida Atlantic and Missouri State. But
concerns arose when Skylar
Howard threw for 298 yards in
West Virginia's comeback victory, and they had a full-scale
problem the following two
games against Texas Tech and
Oklahoma.
First-round draft pick Patrick
Mahomes II torched the Wildcats for 504 yards and two
touchdowns, while the Sooners'
Baker Mayfield had 346 yards
and four TDs passing in a 38-17
rout.
The key is to prevent a similar downturn this season.
``When you have a decent
number of returning starters and
returning players, the general
public will probably say if you
have a lot of people coming
back then you will have an even
better football team,'' Snyder
said. ``We were pretty decent at
the end of the season last year,
so there is great expectation.
``There is nothing wrong
with that. That is great,'' he continued. ``The key element is
you have to do something about
it. You just can't be a returning
starter or guy that played an
awful lot and the same coaches
coming back, etcetera. You
have heard me say so many

can be competitive in most of their
Big 12 games.
KU is going with the Air Raid offenseâ€”which has become popular in
conference playâ€”under new offensive coordinator Doug Meacham.
Thereâ€™s one position that will
make or break the Jayhawksâ€™
chances: Meacham has to have excellent quarterback play or the offense
wonâ€™t click.
Itâ€™s going to be either Carter
Stanley (6-2, 196 So.) or Peyton Bender (6-1, 190 Jr.); it needs to be Bender because Stanley isnâ€™t a superb
passer. Stanley will be a wonderful
backup QB, but KU needs an NFLtype passer to make their offense go.
It wonâ€™t take long to tell
whether or not Bender is the answer.
If heâ€™s a highly talented passer,
KUâ€™s football programâ€”after a
long, painful waitâ€”will be off the
launching pad.
If Kansas City loses Wild Card spot
in the AL by one game, much of the
blame can be placed on Yostâ€™s
managerial decisions during the August 15 game (10-8 loss) in Oakland.
In the bottom of the seventh inning
of that game, reliever Scott Alexander
retired Oakland in order with superb
pitching. And then in the top of the

times, every season presents
new dynamics.''
One of those dynamics is the
schedule.
Kansas State opens Sept. 2
against Central Arkansas, then
plays Charlotte the following
week. It gives the secondary
ample opportunity to come together before a trip to Vanderbilt. But the Commodores are
no real threat through the air,
ranking 100th out of 128 teams
in passing offense a year ago.
Throw in a week off after the
nonconference schedule and the
Wildcats should have hit their
stride before the Big 12 slate
opens with games against Baylor, Texas and TCU.
High-powered Oklahoma
looms Oct. 21 in a game that
could help decide the conference race.
``As long as they keep working, having daily improvement,
stay together, play together, we
will find replacements for those
five or six guys we lost,''
Kansas State defensive coordinator Tom Hayes said not only
of his secondary but the entire
unit. ``It's our job as coaches to
identify them and certainly the
players' job to go earn them.''

eighth the Royals scored five runs to
go ahead 8-4. At this point, Yost decided to bring in Joakim Soria and
bench Alexander, which was just another example of the stereotypical
managing in MLB. Why didnâ€™t
Yost let Alexander pitch another inning; the coming Thursday was a day
off.
Soria was way off. Without going
into too much painful detail, Soria was
hammered and Yost left him in until it
was 8-6 with two runners on base and
nobody out.
Yost finally brought in Mike Minor;
he wild pitched Healy to third and
Olson to second. Pinder struck out and
Oakland had two outs. The skipper
then ordered Pinder walked intentionally, which put the go-ahead run on
base.
And then Oaklandâ€™s Joyce doubled in all three runners, putting the
Aâ€™s ahead 9-8. Following
Joyceâ€™s double, Simien singled,
scoring Joyce with Oaklandâ€™s sixth
run, making it 10-8. That was a vital
game for Kansas City.
Between owner David Glassâ€™s
decisions in the front office and
Yostâ€™s managing on the field,
Kansas Cityâ€™s ballclub has been
handicapped indeed.
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