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Franz and Morrill To Be Honored
years.
Besides his commitment to sports,
Rod is an active volunteer in his community. He is a worship leader with the
Manhattan Mennonite Church and is a
member of the Stewardship Committee. He also helps with Harvesters
food distribution and is a weekly volunteer at the Mennonite Central Committee Warehouse in North Newton.
Rod serves as a Supervising Judge for
Riley County Elections and is a bingo
volunteer at Via Christi Retirement
Village in Manhattan. He is a past
board member and President of the
Manhattan Emergency Shelter and has
also served as President of the Lee
School PTO, and as an Elder and Sunday School teacher at his church.

Rod Franz
Rod Franz and Brent Morrill, of
Manhattan Kansas will be honored by
the Area Agencies on Aging as Keeping Seniors in the Game. at the July 28
at Wichita’s NBC World Series
Rod Franz, 70, of Manhattan,
Kansas has been selected by Area
Agencies on Aging in Kansas to be
honored as Keeping Seniors in the
Game!SM first pitcher on Friday, July
28, 2017 at the 7 p.m. feature game of
the National Baseball Congress (NBC)
World Series.
The 83rd NBC World Series happens at Wichita’s Lawrence-Dumont
Stadium. Games begin Saturday, July
22 and continue through Sunday, August 6.
Rod and his wife Karen have three
children— Kirk, Kara, and Jana—and
six grandchildren.
Born in Hutchinson and raised in
Buhler, Rod grew up playing baseball
for the Buhler Cub Scout team as a

pitcher. He also played on a travelling
area baseball team through Hutchinson’s Recreation League, and later
played on Hutchinson’s American Legion team as third baseman. He fondly
remembers annual summertime trips to
Kansas City with his father to cheer for
the Kansas City A’s and later, the
Kansas City Royals. The two also
spent time at Lawrence Dumont Stadium watching NBC World Series
games.
Baseball is still part of Rod’s life.
He is part of the Manhattan’s Post 17
American Legion Baseball Committee
and for the last 25 years he has been
the tournament director for the Kansas
State High School Activities Association 3A State Baseball Tournament
held in Manhattan. Rod is also treasurer of the Northeast Kansas Officials
Association and has been the 2A State
Basketball Tournament Volunteer Supervisor of Officials for more than 25

Rod was nominated for the Keeping Seniors in the Game!SM honor by
the North Central- Flint Hills Area
Agency on Aging. This group serves
seniors and caregivers in Riley County
and in 17 other counties in the heartland of Kansas and also publishes the
Keynotes newspaper for older
Kansans.
“We are very happy to partner with
the National Baseball Congress and
Keeping Seniors in The Game!SM to
recognize the important contributions
that Rod Franz and other older
Kansans make to our country, our
hometowns and our communities,”
said Julie Govert Walter, Executive Director of the North Central-Flint Hills
Area Agency on Aging.

Brent Morrill
worked in 16 different states throughout his life—including one summer in
Yellowstone National Park. His long
list of volunteer service includes Boy
Scouts, PTA, and high school Booster
Club. Brent is an active member of his
church and a member of the VFW.

Born in Tridell, Utah, Brent and his
family moved to Manhattan in 1968.
He worked in construction most of his
career. He now works at maintaining
Brent and his wife Ila have been the facility of the North Central Flint
married for 60 years. The couple have Hills Area Agency on Aging, Inc. in
three children— Norlene, Gary, and Manhattan.
Maria, 14 grandchildren, and 15 great
grandchildren.
Brent was nominated for the KeepBrent is a Kansas City Royals fan. ing Seniors in the Game!SM honor by
He fondly remembers hearing stories the North Central Flint Hills Area
about Babe Ruth when he was young. Agency on Aging. This group serves
Besides playing softball himself, Brent seniors and caregivers seniors and
also coached little league baseball in caregivers in Riley County and in 17
Manhattan.
other counties in the heartland of
Bent is especially proud that he has Kansas and also publishes the

Keynotes newspaper for older
Kansans.
“We are proud of Brent and the
many wonderful contributions he
makes to our community and our
Agency, said Julie Govert Walter, Executive Director of the North CentralFlint Hills Area Agency on Aging. We
are happy to be working with the National Baseball Congress to recognize
the contributions that Brent Morrill
and other older Kansans make to our
country, our hometowns, and our communities,” she said.
The NBC World Series was founded
by baseball innovator Hap Dumont in
1934. Over the years, the NBC has
launched the careers of many baseball
icons. The 83rd World Series includes
teams throughout the United States.
For NBC World Series information
and ticket prices go to www.nbcbaseball.com or call 316-977-9400.

Priorities ‐ Your Taxes, City Infrastructure and Responsible Growth. As your City Commissioner I have focused on Frugal Fiscal Management, Fact Based De‐
cision Making, Innovative Problem Solving and Compromise to Achieve Shared Goals. Early voting begins October 18th, Election Day is November 7th. Vote
Wynn Butler for Manhattan City Commission to ensure that you get best value for your tax dollar.
Paid for by Wynn Butler for Manhattan City Commission Myron P. Kryschtal Treasurer
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Officials: Australian woman shot after cops heard loud sound
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- An
Australian woman who called
911 to report a possible assault
was shot and killed by a Minneapolis police officer after the
officers heard a loud sound near
their squad car, according to information released Tuesday by
Minnesota investigators.
The Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension said
Justine Damond, 40, whose
maiden name is Justine
Ruszczyk, approached the driver's side window of the squad
car immediately after the driver
had been startled by the sound.
The officer in the passenger
seat, Mohamed Noor, fired his
weapon, hitting Damond
through the open driver's side
window, the BCA said.
The BCA said its information
was based on an interview with
the officer driving the car, Officer Matthew Harrity. Harrity
was interviewed Tuesday, but
Noor declined to be interviewed. The BCA said his attorney did not indicate when, or if,
Noor would talk to investigators, and under the law an interview can't be compelled.

Messages left with Noor's at- scene. The officers did not turn
torney were not immediately re- on their body cameras until
turned Tuesday.
after the shooting, and the
squad car camera was also not
Harrity and Noor are on paid activated.
administrative leave. Harrity
has been with the Minneapolis
Harrity told investigators that
police department for one year, after the shooting, the officers
and Noor has been with the de- got out of the squad and gave
partment for nearly two.
Damond immediate medical atThe information released tention.
Tuesday is the first narrative by
the BCA since Saturday night's
Harrity said that he and Noor
shooting. According to the saw a man, estimated to be beBCA, Harrity told investigators tween 18 and 25, bicycling in
that he and Noor responded to a the area before the shooting.
911 call from Damond about a That man stopped and watched
possible assault near her home as officers attended to Damond.
at about 11:30 p.m. Saturday.
BCA agents are asking that
man, and any other potential
Harrity was driving the squad witnesses, to come forward.
car as the officers went through
an alley to look for a suspect.
The BCA said that unless
The squad lights were off.
more people come forward,
there are no additional interHarrity told agents he was views scheduled.
startled by a loud sound near
David Klinger, a criminal
the cruiser, and immediately af- justice professor at the Univerterward, Damond approached sity of Missouri-St. Louis, said
the driver's side window. Har- police officers can't be comrity told agents that Noor fired pelled to testify in an outside inhis weapon through the open vestigation.
driver's side window.
"Police officers are citizens
No weapon was found at the ... they have the same 5th

Amendment right as anyone.
They don't have to give a statement," Klinger said. "His
lawyer might be saying, you're
not going to talk until I feel
you're rested and not under
stress."

show Noor has had three complaints against him. Two are
pending, and the third was dismissed without discipline.
Under state law, details of open
cases and cases that result in no
discipline are not released.

The BCA said forensic testing is being completed and evidence is still being examined.
When the investigation is done,
the BCA will present all its
findings to prosecutors for possible charges.

Noor was also sued earlier
this year after a May 25 incident in which he and other officers took a woman to the
hospital for an apparent mental
health crisis. The lawsuit claims
Noor and other officers violated

the woman's rights when they
entered her home without permission and Noor grabbed her
wrist and upper arm. The lawsuit, which is pending, said
Noor relaxed his grip when the
woman said she had a previous
shoulder injury.
Damond, who was planning
to be married next month, was
a meditation teacher and life
coach. Though she was not yet
married, she had already been
using her fiance's last name.

Australian Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull gave an interview Wednesday to Australia's "Today" show, shortly
before the release of details
from the BCA's preliminary investigation. Turnball joined the
chorus demanding answers
about what happened.
"How can a woman out in the
street in her pajamas seeking
assistance from police be shot
like that? It is a shocking
killing," Turnbull said.
Records from the city's Office of Police Conduct Review

Powerful opioid suspected in 10-year-old Miami boy's death
Gomez said. "Overtown seems
to have the highest percentage
of where these incidents are occurring."
The three-block walk between the pool and Alton's
home took him down streets
that appeared relatively clean
Tuesday, but on the block in the
other direction from his home,
trash littered the pavement and
empty lots. Homeless people
slept in the shade of an Interstate 95 overpass.
Detectives are still trying to
piece together the boy's final
day. Rundle appealed to the
public for information.
"This is of such great importance. We need to solve this
case," she said. "I believe this
"We don't believe he got it at may be the youngest victim of
his home," Miami-Dade State this scourge in our community."
Attorney Katherine Fernandez
The boy's mother, Shantell
Rundle said. "It could be as
simple as touching it. It could Banks, was informed of the prehave been a towel at the pool." liminary findings last week. A
distraught Banks told The
She added: "We just don't Miami Herald that her son was
a "fun kid" who wanted to beknow."
come an engineer and loved the
The case has underscored NFL's Carolina Panthers, espehow frighteningly prevalent cially Cam Newton.
fentanyl has become - and how
Jessie Davis, who lives in an
potent it is. Exposure to just
tiny amounts can be devastat- apartment house next to the
building where Alton lived, said
ing.
her grandchildren, ages 8, 9 and
Investigators said Alton may 10, regularly make the same
been exposed to the drug on his walk to the nearby park with a
walk home in Overtown, a poor, swimming pool. She said she
high-crime
neighborhood initially thought the pool water
where Assistant Miami Fire made Alton sick and was
Chief Pete Gomez said he has shocked by news reports that he
seen a spike in overdoses in the had been exposed to fentanyl.
past year and where needles
"Where would a 10-year-old
sometimes litter the streets.
baby get something like that?"
"There is an epidemic," Davis said.
MIAMI (AP) -- A 10-yearold boy from a drug-ridden
Miami neighborhood apparently died of a fentanyl overdose last month, becoming one
of Florida's littlest victims of
the opioid crisis, authorities
said Tuesday. But how he came
into contact with the powerful
painkiller is a mystery.
Fifth-grader Alton Banks
died June 23 after a visit to the
pool in the city's Overtown section. He began vomiting at
home, was found unconscious
that evening and was pronounced dead at a hospital. Preliminary toxicology tests
showed he had fentanyl in his
system, authorities said.

Thinking about her own
grandchildren going to the pool,
Davis said, "I'm going to tell
them, 'Don't touch nothing.' I
don't know whether they think
it's candy, but somebody needs
to tell these kids something."

The Florida Department of
Children and Families said it is
conducting its own investigation, in addition to that of the
police.
Fentanyl is a synthetic
painkiller that has been used for
decades to treat cancer patients
and others in severe pain. But
recently it has been front-andcenter in the U.S. opioid abuse
crisis.
Perhaps best known as the
drug that killed pop star Prince,
it is many times stronger than
heroin. Dealers often mix it
with heroin, a combination that
has often proved lethal.
Fentanyl is so powerful that
some police departments have
warned officers not to even
touch it. Last year, three police
dogs in Broward County got
sick after sniffing the drug during a federal raid, officials said.
Gomez said his crews wear
long sleeves, coveralls, gloves
and masks while handling fentanyl. And "you never want to
start reaching into people's
pockets," he said, explaining
that crews often cut people's
pockets open for fear of pricking themselves with needles.
The Florida Legislature addressed the epidemic, passing a
law that imposes stiff manda-

tory sentences on dealers
caught with 4 grams (0.14
ounces) or more of fentanyl or
its variants. The law also makes
it possible to charge dealers
with murder if they provide a
fatal dose of fentanyl or drugs
mixed with fentanyl. The law
goes into effect Oct. 1.
Nearly 300 overdose deaths
in Miami-Dade County last
year involved variants of fentanyl, according to the medical
examiner's office. Statewide,
fentanyl and its variants killed
853 people in the first half of
2016. Of those, only nine were
younger than 18.
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The Manhattan City Commission

City Of Manhattan Mid-Year Goals Review
CITY COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO July 10,
2017

FROM:
Ron R. Fehr, City Manager
Gary S. Fees, City Clerk
MEETING:
2017

DISCUSSION

City Administration will provide an overview and goal status updates of the following
eight major themes and objectives/tasks established by the
City Commission in January:

July 18,

SUBJECT:
Mid-Year
Review on 2017 City Commission Goals and Priorities
PRESENTER:
Ron R.
Fehr, City Manager
BACKGROUND

Community Partnerships,
Collaboration and Coordination
Continue partnerships with
local, regional and intergovernmental organizations
���Concur with location
of firing range at Fort Riley for
use by the Riley County Police
Department
Continue to support and cooperate with the Flint Hills Regional Council and continue
coordination with the Flint Hills
Metropolitan Planning Organization
Support consolidation of
Emergency Medical Services at
Manhattan Fire Department
Headquarters
Working on several intergovernmental support partnerships
with Fort Riley and developing
Memorandums of Understanding

The City Commission goals
and top priorities were discussed and developed during
the annual City Commission
Retreat and Goal Setting Session on January 12, 2017. The
goals and priorities were reviewed and updated at the City
Commission Work Session on
January 24, 2017, with the development of eight major
themes. A copy of the 2017 City
Commission Goals and Priorities are attached, highlighting
the eight major themes with staCustomer Service, Engaged
tus
updates
for
each and Informed Community
objective/task.
Develop strategies and
benchmarks to achieve effi-

ciencies across City depart- Area Planning Board
���Support the implemenments
tation of the Urban Core ResiEconomic
Development dential District
���Support the developand Economic Vitality
Participate in workforce de- ment of the Unified Developvelopment and training oppor- ment Ordinance
���Review
Appendix
tunities including collaborating
Growth O p p o r t u in the “Soldier for Life” pro- A:
nity
Areas
of
gram
Participate in economic the Comprehensive Plan
Research and analyze busistrategic plan “Market Street”
led by the Manhattan Area ness registration
Develop options to the curChamber of Commerce
special
assessment
Support initiatives to recruit rent
businesses and related compa- process for public infrastrucnies with the National Bio and ture and evaluate alternatives
Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) including options to reduce risk
Support the development of
Receive quarterly updates
from the Manhattan Area the Fort Riley Joint Land Use
Chamber of Commerce regard- Study
ing economic development upMental Health
dates along with City Staff
Participate in developing a
updates regarding Economic
Development Funds financial plan to improve mental health
services and facilities in our
forecasts
Continue cooperation on community and region
North Corridor/NBAF initiaNeighborhood Livability and
tives
Historic Culture
Continue to develop options
Governance, Regulatory and
for the rehabilitation and reviFinance
Implement rental registration talization of the Community
House
and education program
Preserve older neighborContinue implementing the
Comprehensive Plan and hold hoods
a mid-year review in conjuncQuality of Life and Parks &
tion with the Manhattan Urban

``very well.''
McCain was recuperating at
his home in Arizona. Pathology
reports on the clot were expected in the next several days.
The surgery forced Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell to
delay a vote on the Republican
health care bill, another setback
for the effort to repeal and replace Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act. In a Senate
divided 52-48 between Republicans and Democrats, McConnell can lose no more than
two votes and still prevail.
Other senators said they
spoke to McCain, and President
Donald Trump wished him a
speedy recovery.
``We hope John McCain gets
better very soon. Because we
miss him. He's a crusty voice in
Washington. Plus we need his

vote,'' Trump said at a trade
event.
McConnell, who spoke to
McCain, called him a ``tough
guy.''
But the response on Twitter
from a committeewoman with
the Republican National Committee prompted condemnation
from the organization.
The RNC assailed a member
who shared a social media post
encouraging McCain to ``just
die already.''
The message came Monday
from Republican national committeewoman Diana Orrock of
Nevada. Orrock tweeted,
``Amen,'' in response to another
Twitter user who had written,
``Please Just (expletive) Die Already'' above the hashtag
``JohnMcCain''.
Republican National Com-

Continue to monitor and cooperate to finish Peace Memorial Auditorium foyer and stage

Transportation and Infrastructure
Develop and implement
street maintenance priorities,
improvement and communication plans for 2017 and beyond
with regular updates
Develop strategies for a public/private response for the control of grass and weeds on
major rights-of-way areas and
city streets
Develop a plan to improve
entrances and gateways to
Manhattan in coordination with
zoning and code enforcement
Develop strategies for a signage plan for internal routes to
city destinations, attractions,
business areas, etc.
Support the growth and immittee spokesman Ryan Mahoney called Orrock's tweet provements at Manhattan Re``extremely inappropriate.''
``Senator McCain is a hero
who made countless sacrifices
on behalf of all Americans. We
look forward to his speedy recovery so he can return to the
Senate and the work of the
American people,'' Mahoney
said.
McCain, a former Navy pilot
who was shot down over Vietnam and spent 51/2 years as a
prisoner of war, was the GOP's
presidential nominee in 2008.

McCain colleague says senator 'sounding strong' post-surgery
WASHINGTON (AP) _ Arizona Sen. John McCain is
``sounding strong'' as he recovers from surgery to remove a
blood clot above his eye, his
closest Republican colleague in
the Senate said Monday.
``They found the spot and it
looks like everything is going to
be A-OK,'' South Carolina Sen.
Lindsey Graham told reporters
after speaking to McCain. ``He
wants to come back so bad he
can't stand it. I think they won't
let him fly for a week. But I
think he would walk back if
they would let him.''
McCain, 80, underwent surgery at the Mayo Clinic in Arizona last Friday. Doctors said
the senator had a ``minimally
invasive'' procedure to remove
the nearly 2-inch (5-centimeter)
clot and that the surgery went

Recreation
Continue the Parks and
Recreation Feasibility study update
���Develop a question to
put before voters in November
based on final recommendations
���Explore
public/private
partnerships
to
help
support
new improvements and/or programs
Continue the master plan for
City Park and initiate the
Warner Park master plan
process

gional Airport
Continue to develop a plan
for
Aggieville
and
evaluate/monitor parking availability in the Aggieville and
downtown areas
Continue to develop floodplain management priorities
and plan for levee improvements
FINANCING
There are no financial impacts directly related to this
overview. However, there are
obviously costs associated with
each goal and project provided
in this update. Many of which
have been identified in the 2017
Capital Improvement Program
(CIP) or operating budgets
within each department.
ALTERNATIVE
It appears the Commission
has the following alternative
concerning the issue at hand.
The Commission may:
1. Provide direction and input
to City Administration regarding the status updates of the
City Commission Goals and
Priorities for 2017.
RECOMMENDATION
City Administration recommends that the City Commission provide input regarding the
status updates of the 2017 City
Commission Goals and Priorities.

Orrock deleted the tweet
after it attracted media coverage. She did not respond to a
voicemail or a text message
seeking comment.
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Good Intentions and Bad
News: Minimum-Wage Edition
By Vanessa Brown Calder just one year, 37% in two) or tives. Possible alternatives may
because it was implemented at include automating work, elimCATO Institute
A few years ago, Seattle decided to increase its minimum
wage from $9.47 to $15 per
hour. Worker unions and activists applauded the move, and
hoped to leverage the momentum on the national level. No
doubt some of the law’s supporters were well-intentioned;
they also predicted the law
would help low-wage workers.
But intentions aside, compelling new research suggests
Seattle’s minimum-wage law
harmed poor workers significantly. A University of Washington study released Monday
indicates that the move from an
$11-per-hour minimum wage
to a $13-per-hour minimum
wage in Seattle was associated
with a more-than-9% cut in
low-wage workers’ hours.
This is a loss of 3.5 million
hours worked per quarter, and
translates into a $125 average
decline in low-wage employees’ earnings per month. Other
estimates in the paper suggest
that the minimum wage is associated with 5,000 jobs lost in
Seattle.
The study’s results are important to the policy debate.
The impacts are negative and
substantially larger than those
reported in previous minimumwage studies. This could be because the researchers have
finer data; Washington is one
of the only states that collects
wage and hour microdata,
which hypothetically allow for
more careful analysis.
The larger effect may also be
because the wage increase was
relatively large and phased in
quickly (an 18% increase in

the city level.
The microdata also allow for
a more inclusive analysis of
policy impacts. Historically,
minimum-wage studies have
limited their analysis to individual industry or demographic
groups, such as restaurants, retail employees or teenagers.
Generalizing effects in one
industry or demographic group
over a diverse group of impacted workers is a dubious
strategy. If employees in these
groups are not subject to the
wage increase then the estimates are biased, looking like
the policy had no impact. In
fact, many of the aforementioned studies find minimal effect from minimum-wage
increases, perhaps for this reason. A recent UC Berkeley
study that is likewise limited to
the food-service industry
agrees.
Indeed, the Washington
study’s estimates for restaurant
workers are insignificant. But
rather than concentrating on
one industry or demographic,
the study uses wages and hours
worked to identify low-wage
workers to whom the wage hike
applies. This more comprehensive analysis reveals significant
impacts for workers across industries.
These results fit well with
traditional economic theory,
which predicts that minimumwage laws reduce low-wage
employment. This makes intuitive sense: If the cost of an employee rises artificially, but
employee skills or output don’t
rise commensurately, competitive companies look for alterna-

inating the position altogether,
or transferring responsibilities
to more productive employees.
These changes affect some
demographic groups more
acutely than others. Generally,
low-wage workers tend to be
young, unskilled, or inexperienced. Economic theory predicts they are most likely to
absorb the costs of minimumwage laws. A minimum wage is
really just what’s known in economics as a price floor.
In spite of these effects, advocates and legislators find
price floors appealing, and they
make pledges to guarantee
them. For example, Seattle activists and interest groups are
proud of the $15 minimum
wage policy and hope to expand
on it.
One of Seattle’s City Council
members that led the “Fight for
Fifteen,” Kshwama Sawant, describes the Seattle law as “historic” — a law with broad
national implications. She proposes that “for every victory we
are able to win, we should also
draw sobering lessons, because
it’s important the next struggle
we launch … have more of a
victory.”
But what sobering lessons
should be drawn if the policy
doesn’t turn out well? Are good
intentions what matter?
While Seattle ponders that
question, Seattle’s minimumwage policy will continue phasing in. The local department of
labor standards requires all
companies to comply with the
$15 wage by 2021, and it seems
probable that impacts will grow
as the mandatory wage increase

approaches $15.
So, what to do? Putting a
moratorium on the phase-in of
the current minimum-wage law,
and freezing new minimumwage bills, would be a good

start. For Seattle’s City Council
to push ahead in the face of persuasive evidence of negative effects is a dereliction of duty.
Other ideas to help low-wage
workers should also be consid-

4
ered, such as relaxing occupational licensing laws that make
it harder for workers to legally
begin working in their field.
In the meantime, good intentions don’t change bad news.
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Auditors find millions in ‘questionable costs’ at water district
Officials in charge of the
smallest water management district in Florida were making a
big mistake: they appeared to
be keeping millions of dollars
acquired from land sales instead
of returning it to the state’s general fund — and they had no
paper trail.
The Suwannee River Water
Management District, which
oversees land and water resources in a 15-county rural
swath of north-central Florida,
failed to properly account for
more than $26 million, according to a critical audit recently
released by the Florida Auditor
General.
Weak budgetary controls led
to $22.5 million in “questionable costs,” auditors found. Officials had transferred $13.3
million of it into the district’s
operating account without
proper authority. They may
have overspent some areas of
the budget and directed money
to other areas to make up for
shortfalls. They set aside $3.8
million “in the event of an economic crisis” without authorization, and they steered $1.7
million “to cover routinely anticipated budget shortfalls”
without explanation.
Auditors concluded that accounts were “misclassified because
district
personnel
misunderstood” standard accounting requirements and
budget staff members were
“somewhat new to the process”
so they couldn’t explain how
and why it happened.
Why is this a problem? In
plain language, if you don’t
know how to track the taxpayers’ money, you risk spending
too much of it, the auditors said.

“Absent effective budgetary
controls, including budgetary
monitoring controls, there is an
increased risk that district expenditures will exceed established budgeted amounts and
available resources,” the report
concluded.
The district is overseen by
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, which
is now headed by Noah Valenstein. His last job was executive
director of the Suwannee River
WMD during the time the audit
was underway.
The district counters that its
budget staff “has well over 50
combined years of budget and
finance experience” and, after
initial resistance, is now convinced it has some cleaning up
to do of its books.
“We agree that the district
may hold funds that need to be
returned to the state,” said
Roary E. Snider, the district’s
chief of staff, in a statement.
“We are undertaking an extensive review of dated accounting
and land acquisition records to
ensure that the amounts in question are accurate. Once that is
determined, we will proceed to
return the money or act as otherwise provided by law.”
Critics say the fiscal troubles
revealed at the Suwannee
WMD are a manifestation of
the deep budget and veteran
staff cuts imposed on the districts during the tenure of Gov.
Rick Scott who made it a priority to roll back property taxes
used for environmental protection.
Beginning in 2011, Scott
slashed $700 million from the
state’s five water management
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districts in what he promised
was “just the first steps in ensuring that Florida’s precious
water resources are protected
and managed in the most fiscally responsible way possible.”
The Auditor General conducts operational audits of governmental entities to provide
the Legislature and Florida’s
citizens information needed to
promote government accountability. A 2011 state law required
an operational audit of the
state’s water management districts every five years. Prior to
2014 the last audit was done in
1997.
The five districts, whose
boards are appointed by the
governor and operate under the
oversight of the Department of
Environmental Protection, were
purged of hundreds of veteran
professionals, and budgets were
cut in half. They continued cutting their budgets through 2016.
Suwannee, because of its small
size, had proportionally fewer
cuts.
The audit “is consistent with
some of the problems we’ve
seen at the Suwannee River district with the change of leadership over the years,” said Eric
Draper, executive director of
Audubon of Florida, an environmental advocacy group that
works closely with the water
management districts. “They
need to get their books in
order.”
He said the district “was once
fairly well run,” but the findings
show that “record keeping was
sloppy and DEP, which was
supposed to review things, wasn’t paying close attention to it.”

Waterville Golf Course
Public Welcome - 9 hole grass green course.
Green Fees are $12.00 a day, plus cart rental fees are posted.

The clubhouse is available to rent.
Member and Guest cost is $50.00.
There is a required deposit of $50.00
for all renters.

Memberships:
$325 single membership,
$375 family membership.
Monthly bank draft available.
Call Terry Roepke
at 785-363-2224 or Alan Yungeberg
785-363-7444
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'Let Obamacare fail,' Trump declares as GOP plan collapses
WASHINGTON (AP) -President Donald Trump declared Tuesday it's time to "let
Obamacare fail" after the latest
GOP health care plan crashed
and burned in the Senate, a
stunning failure for the president, Republican leader Mitch
McConnell and a party that has
vowed for years to abolish the
law.
In a head-spinning series of
developments, rank-and-file
Republican senators turned on
McConnell and Trump for the
third time in a row, denying the
votes to move forward with a
plan for a straight-up repeal of
"Obamacare." This time, it was
three GOP women - Susan
Collins of Maine, Lisa
Murkowski of Alaska, and
Shelley Moore Capito of West
Virginia - who delivered the
death blow.
All had been shut out of McConnell's initial all-male working group on health care.
McConnell, who could afford to lose only two votes in
the narrowly divided Senate,
had turned to the repeal-only
bill after his earlier repeal-andreplace measure was rejected
on Monday. That had followed

the failure of an earlier version
of the bill last month.
The successive defeats made
clear that despite seven years of
promises to repeal former President Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act, Republicans
apparently cannot deliver.
Nonetheless, McConnell insisted he would move forward
with a vote on his measure to
repeal the law, effective in two
years, with a promise to work along with Democrats - to replace it in the meantime.
The vote to move ahead to
the bill will take place early
next week, McConnell announced late Tuesday. It appears doomed to fail, but GOP
leaders want to put lawmakers
on record on the issue and move
on.
At the White House, Trump
appeared to recognize defeat, at
least for the moment, while insisting he bore none of the
blame.
"I think we're probably in
that position where we'll just let
Obamacare fail," the president
said. "We're not going to own it.
I'm not going to own it. I can
tell you that the Republicans are
not going to own it. We'll let

Obamacare fail and then the
Democrats are going to come to
us and they're going to say,
'How do we fix it?'"
Despite the current law's
problems, most health care experts do not believe it is at immediate risk of outright failure,
and Democratic cooperation to
adjust the law is far from assured.
Nor does it appear likely that
Republicans can escape owning
the problems with the law and
the health care system overall,
now that they control the
House, Senate and White
House, partly on the strength of
campaigning against the law.
"They seem to have this notion that they can be a majority
party, and have control of the
White House, and not be responsible for bringing down the
health care system," said Democratic Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois. "It doesn't work that way."
Asked how he would justify
the GOP's failure on health care
to voters, McConnell responded: "Well, we have a new
Supreme Court justice" - suggesting inaction on health care
would be forgiven because of
that success along with some

regulatory roll-backs.
As the day began Tuesday,
McConnell was hunting for
votes to open debate on a revived version of legislation
Congress sent to Obama's desk
in 2015 that would have repealed major portions of Obamacare, with a two-year delay
built in. He had turned to that
approach after getting stunned
Monday night by defections by
Sens. Mike Lee of Utah and
Jerry Moran of Kansas on a repeal-and-replace bill.
Many Republicans support
the repeal-only approach, and
they questioned how senators
who voted for the legislation
two years ago could oppose it
now.

health committee chairman
Sen. Lamar Alexander of Tennessee announced he planned
hearings on the issue in the next
few weeks, a step Senate ReCollins voted against the leg- publicans have not taken to
islation in 2015 while date.
Murkowski and Capito both
The GOP's struggles over the
supported it. Murkowski told
reporters Tuesday that repealing latest measures came down to
the Affordable Care Act without differences between moderates
the promise of a replacement who feared the implications of
would cause uncertainty and a full-blown repeal, and conservatives who wanted nothing
chaos.
less. Speaker Paul Ryan man"To just say repeal and 'Trust aged to bridge those divides in
us, we're going to fix it in a cou- the House in May, barely passple of years,' that's not going to ing a bill that would have elimprovide comfort to the anxiety inated the coverage mandates
that a lot of Alaskan families are and tax hikes in the Affordable
Care Act, while unwinding the
feeling right now," she said.
Medicaid expansion and reSaid Capito: "I did not come moving insurance coverage for
to Washington to hurt people." millions.
Budget Office has estimated
that more than 30 million people would lose insurance over a
decade under the legislation.

"We're going to find out if
there's hypocrisy in the United
States Senate in the next few
What's next? Go back to the
days I'm afraid," said Sen. committee room and work on a
David Perdue, R-Georgia.
bipartisan basis "in a way that
the public feels that we are reBut for others, the implica- ally working toward their best
tions were too severe now that interests," Murkowski said. "It's
the bill could actually become where we should have started.
law with a Republican president ... And yes, this is hard."
in the White House ready to
sign it. The Congressional
Sure enough, later in the day

But the GOP bills polled
poorly, and Trump never tried
to sell them to the country.
Meanwhile, Obama's law grew
steadily more popular in polls,
and Republicans learned anew
that a benefit, once given, is
hard to take away.
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APNewsBreak: US restoring asset seizures _ with safeguards
WASHINGTON (AP) -- The
Trump administration will soon
restore the ability of police to
seize suspects' money and property with federal help, but The
Associated Press has learned
the policy will come with a series of new provisions aimed at
preventing the types of abuse
that led the Obama Justice Department to severely curtail the
practice.
At issue is asset forfeiture,
which has been criticized because it allows law enforcement
to take possessions without
criminal convictions or, in some
cases, indictments. The policy
to be rolled out Wednesday targets so-called adoptive forfeiture, which lets local authorities
circumvent more-restrictive

state laws to seize property
under federal law. The proceeds
are then shared with federal
counterparts.
Former Attorney General
Eric Holder significantly limited the practice in response to
criticism that it was ripe for
abuse, particularly with police
seizures of small amounts of
cash. Attorney General Jeff Sessions plans to ease those restrictions, but also impose new
requirements on when federal
law can be used, a senior Justice
Department official briefed on
the policy said Tuesday.
The official, who spoke to
the AP on condition of
anonymity, was not authorized
to discuss the changes before
their unveiling.

Key changes include requiring more detail from police
agencies about probable cause
justifying a seizure before federal authorities get involved.
Also, the Justice Department
will have to decide more
quickly whether to take on local
seizures and also let property
owners know their rights and
the status of their belongings
within 45 days of the seizure,
faster than federal law requires.
Another key change will
make it harder for police to
seize less than $10,000 unless
they have a state warrant, have
made an arrest related to the
seizure, have taken other contraband, such as drugs, along
with the money, or the owner
has confessed to a crime. With-

Kansas board revokes doctor's license again in abortion case
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _
Kansas' medical board for the
third time has revoked the license of a doctor whose second
opinions allowed the late Dr.
George Tiller to perform lateterm abortions more than a
decade ago.
The State Board of Healing
Arts acted against Dr. Ann
Kristin Neuhaus over what it
previously concluded were her
inadequate records for 11 patients aged 10 to 18 who sought
abortions in 2003. Kansas law
at the time required a second

doctor to conclude that continuing a pregnancy would permanently harm a patient's physical
or mental health.
The board's order earlier this
month said poor record-keeping
could jeopardize the patients'
future care, particularly because
Neuhaus said following exams
that they were suffering from
depression or other major mental health problems and several
were deemed suicidal. The
board also noted that it limited
Neuhaus' activities as a doctor

in 1999 and 2001 over recordkeeping issues.
``Patient safety is the paramount concern,'' the board said
in its July 7 order.
Neuhaus, from Nortonville,
moved from a full license to a
limited one allowing her to perform charity care but wanted to
regain a full license. The board
revoked her limited license in
2012 and 2015 but both times,
a Shawnee County judge reversed its action and ordered it
to reconsider.

out at least one of those conditions, authorities will need a
federal prosecutor's approval to
seize it under federal law.
Old rules set that threshold at
$5,000, the official said. The
old process rarely required a
federal prosecutor's sign-off,
said Stefan Cassella, a former
federal prosecutor and expert
on asset forfeiture and money
laundering law.
Sessions' support for asset
forfeiture more is in keeping
with his tough-on-crime agenda
and aligns with his oft-stated
view that the Justice Department's top priority should be
helping local law enforcement
fight violent crime. Police departments use the seizures for
expenses, and some agencies
felt Holder's restrictions left
them without a critical funding
source. When he forecast the
rollback of the Holder provision
at a conference of district attorneys, the announcement drew
applause.
But an embrace of asset forfeiture follows bipartisan efforts
to overhaul the practice, and as
a growing number of states
have made their own laws limiting its use.
Republican Rep. Darrell Issa
of California, who sponsored
legislation this year to tightly
regulate asset forfeiture, told
the AP that Sessions' move is "a
troubling step backward" that

would "bring back a loophole
that's become one of the most
flagrantly abused provisions of
this policy."
"I'm glad that at least some
safeguards will be put in place,
but their plan to expand civil
forfeiture is, really, just as concerning as it was before," Issa
said. "Criminals shouldn't be
able to keep the proceeds of
their crime, but innocent Americans shouldn't lose their right
to due process, or their private
property rights, in order to
make that happen."
As of 2014, more than 20
states set restrictions either by
requiring a criminal conviction,
increasing the government's
burden of proof that property is
linked to a crime, or other
measures, said Darpana M.
Sheth, an attorney at Institute
for Justice, which represents defendants in forfeiture cases
across the country. Requiring
authorities to secure a criminal
conviction before they can seize
property is the only real safeguard against abuse, she said.
"The stories of people having
small amounts of cash seized
are more infuriating and puzzling to the public and seem to
represent some greater injustice," said David Harris, a University of Pittsburgh law
professor who studies the topic.
Sessions' changes will likely

discourage small seizures or at
least better document them, he
said. But the broader, more
pressing problems with asset
forfeiture remain because police departments are still too reliant on taking private property
as a way to foot their bills, he
said.
Up to 80 percent of the proceeds from a seizure can be
shared with local agencies
under the Justice Department's
adoptive forfeiture program.
More than $6 billion in forfeited funds has been shared
with state and local law enforcement since fiscal year
2000, according to a scathing
report in March from the department's inspector general. It
found weaknesses throughout
the asset forfeiture program, including poor data collection and
analysis, and inadequate training of local and state officers.
The new policy mandates
more training for local officers
whose departments engage in
the program, the official said.
Cassella said Holder's restrictions aimed to reserve scarce
federal resources for sprawling,
complex investigations where
the ability to seize assets is critical. But he called it a "blunt instrument"
that
limited
cooperation with state agencies.
Sessions' safeguards could go
further, he said, but are "a step
in the right direction."
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Riley County Commission Minutes
Riley County Commission
Minutes 7/13/17
8:30 AMCall to Order
1. Public Comments
Rosewicz reported next
Wednesday the Public Works
department will be placing dust
control on Purcell Road.
2. Commission Comments
Business Meeting
3. Sign Renewal of Online
Access Agreements for: Commerce Bank, Security 1st Title
and KSU Division of Financial
Services
Move to approve the Renewal of Online Access Agreements for Commerce Bank,
Security 1st Title, and KSU Division of Financial Services.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
4. Riley County Extension
Council 2018 Budget
Move to approve the Riley
County Extension Council
2018 Budget.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
5. Highway Use Permit,
Larson Construction Inc.
Move to approve the Highway Use Permit to grant permission to Larson Construction
Inc. to install a 2” RWD #1
water main from Gardiner to
end of Secrest Road for the
Blue Vista Facility south of
Randolph.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
6. Internet Surplus Vehicle
and Equipment Auction
Move to authorize staff to
give public notice pursuant to
K.S.A. 19-211 (b)(1), to offer
for sale at public auction, excess personal property as presented in “Exhibit 2” and to
authorize Purple Wave, Inc, of
Manhattan, Kansas to conduct
and “Internet Only” auction to
sell this property in accordance
with County RESOLUTION
NO. 011107-03.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
7. Multi-layer Polymer
Concrete Overlay Project
Contract - Wildcat Const.
Company Inc.
Move to approve the contract for the Multi-layer Polymer Concrete Overlay Project
Contract with Wildcat Construction Co., Inc. in the
amount of $297,748.00.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
8.
Discuss
Joint
City/County/County Meeting
Agenda
No topics.
9. Board of Riley County
Commissioners - Regular
Meeting - Jul 10, 2017 8:30
AM
Move to approve the min-

utes.
RESULT: ACCEPTED AS
AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
11. Discuss Press Conference
� Riley County Fair - Jennifer Wilson
9:00 AM Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative Services
12. Administrative Work
Session
13. Executive session to discuss confidential legal advice
regarding potential litigation issues
Move that the County Commission, Chairman Wells, Commissioner Rodriguez, and
Commissioner Wilson, recess
into executive session on potential litigation for the purpose of
consultation with Clancy Holeman, Riley County Counselor,
attorney for the Commission,
which would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship, an exception to the
Kansas Open Meetings Act, the
open meeting to resume in the
County Commission Chambers
at 9:15 a.m. Also present to provide factual information to the
Board will be Rich Vargo, Riley
County Clerk, and Cindy
Volanti, Human Resource Manager/Deputy Clerk.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez

erty Conveyed to Riley County
by Mistake from KS Dept. of
Transportation
Cox presented the quit claim
deed conveying the Thomas
property to KDOT.
Thomas said he does not understand why five years later
after the road is completed he is
before the Board on this issue.
Thomas stated KDOT said the
land was mistakenly conveyed
to Riley County.
Move the Board Chairman
sign the quit claim deed conveying the Thomas property to
KDOT.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
10:00 AM
Jennifer
Green, Health Department
Director
Move to recess as the Board
of County Comissioners and
convene as the Board of Health.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez

review fee.
ADOPTED
RESULT:
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
Move to recess as the Board
of Health and reconvene as the
Board of County Commissioners.
ADOPTED
RESULT:
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
10:25 AM Budget and Planning Committee
17. Monthly Cash Flow Reports for June
Robison presented the
monthly cash flow reports.

10:35 AM Russell Shipley,
Sink Gordon & Associates
18. 2016 Riley County Financial Statement Audit
Shipley presented the Board
the 2016 Audit Report and
Management Letter.
Shipley stated the Audit Report Opinion is “Unmodified”
which is the highest level you
can attain through KMAG.
16. July 2017 Health DeThe Board did not have any
partment Monthly Budget questions about the Audit ReReview & Report to the port.
Board of Health and PHAB
Accreditation Approval
10:45 AM Gary Rosewicz,
Green presented the Health Assistant Public Works/County
Department staff report.
Engineer
Green discussed the accreditation process and benefits of
19. Consultant Selection
accreditation.
Rosewicz presented the conHettinger presented the step sultant selection for the Fairof accreditation.
mont Heights Sewer District,
Move to approve the Health Bridgeview Heights Sewer DisDepartment’s application to trict and expansion for the Uni9:15 AM Move to go out of apply for PHAB accreditation versity Park Water District and
executive session.
and pay the initial accreditation Lakeside Heights Sewer DisRESULT:
ADOPTED
trict.
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
No binding action was taken
during the executive session.
9:15 AM Executive session
to discuss confidential legal advice regarding potential litigation issues
Move that the County Commission, including Chairman
Wells, Commissioner Rodriguez, and Commissioner
Wilson recess into executive
session on potential litigation
for the purpose of consultation
with Clancy Holeman, Riley
County Counselor, attorney for
the Commission, which would
be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship, an
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, the open meeting
to resume in the County Commission Chambers at 9:20 a.m.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
9:20 AM Move to go out of
executive session.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
No binding action was taken
during the executive session.
14. June 2017 Treasurer’s
Report
Heger presented the June
2017 Treasurer’s report.
9:45 AM Craig Cox, Deputy
County Counselor
15.
Conveyance of Prop-
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Move to approve the procurement of professional services be waived for the above
referenced projects and approve
the Public Works Department to
enter into negotiations with BG
Consultants and SMH Consultants for the design of their respective projects mentioned
above.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
10:51 AM Move to change
the 11:15 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
executive sessions to 10:52
a.m. and 11:08 a.m.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]AYES:
Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
10:52 AM Clancy Holeman, Counselor/Director of
Administrative Services

driguez
11:08 AM
Move to go out of executive
session.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
No binding action was taken
during the executive session.
11:08 AM
21. Executive session for
preliminary discussions related to the acquisition of real
property (15 minutes)
Move that the Board of Riley
County Commissioners, including Chairman Wells, Commissioner
Rodriguez,
Commissioner Rodriguez, and
Commissioner Wilson, along
with Clancy Holeman, Riley
County Counselor, and Rich
Vargo, Riley County Clerk, recess into executive session pursuant to the preliminary
discussions relating to the acquisition of real property exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, in order to discuss an initial offer of purchase
by the County, the open meeting to resume in the County
Commission Chambers at 11:23
a.m.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
11:23 AM
Move to go out of executive
session.
RESULT:
ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Rodriguez
No binding action was taken
during the executive session.

10:52 AM 20. Executive
session to discuss a performance matter involving nonelected
personnel
(15
minutes)
Move that the County Commissioners, including Chairman
Wells, Commissioner Rodriguez and Commissioner Wilson, recess into executive
session with Clancy Holeman,
County Counselor, attorney for
the commission, and Cindy
Volanti, Human Resource Manager, pursuant to the nonelected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, on a performance
matter, in order to protect the
privacy of the employee, the
open meeting to resume in the
County Commission Chambers
at 11:08 a.m.
11:25 AM
RESULT:
ADOPTED
ment
[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-

Adjourn-

Kansas Policy Institute
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'It's raining needles': Drug crisis creates pollution threat
LOWELL, Mass. (AP) -They hide in weeds along hiking trails and in playground
grass. They wash into rivers
and float downstream to land
on beaches. They pepper baseball dugouts, sidewalks and
streets. Syringes left by drug
users amid the heroin crisis are
turning up everywhere.
In Portland, Maine, officials
have collected more than 700
needles so far this year, putting
them on track to handily exceed the nearly 900 gathered in
all of 2016. In March alone,
San Francisco collected more
than 13,000 syringes, compared with only about 2,900 the
same month in 2016.
People, often children, risk
getting stuck by discarded needles, raising the prospect they
could contract blood-borne diseases such as hepatitis or HIV
or be exposed to remnants of
heroin or other drugs.
It's unclear whether anyone
has gotten sick, but the reports
of children finding the needles
can be sickening in their own
right. One 6-year-old girl in
California mistook a discarded
syringe for a thermometer and
put it in her mouth; she was unharmed.
"I just want more awareness
that this is happening," said
Nancy Holmes, whose 11-yearold daughter stepped on a needle in Santa Cruz, California,

while swimming. "You would
hear stories about finding needles at the beach or being poked
at the beach. But you think that
it wouldn't happen to you. Sure
enough."
They are a growing problem
in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, two states that have
seen many overdose deaths in
recent years.
"We would certainly characterize this as a health hazard,"
said Tim Soucy, health director
in Manchester, New Hampshire's largest city, which collected 570 needles in 2016, the
first year it began tracking the
problem. It has found 247 needles so far this year.
Needles turn up in places like
parks, baseball diamonds, trails
and beaches - isolated spots
where drug users can gather and
attract little attention, and often
the same spots used by the public for recreation. The needles
are tossed out of carelessness or
the fear of being prosecuted for
possessing them.
One child was poked by a
needle left on the grounds of a
Utah elementary school. Another youngster stepped on one
while playing on a beach in
New Hampshire.
Even if adults or children
don't get sick, they still must endure an unsettling battery of
tests to make sure they didn't

catch anything. The girl who it has gotten reports of 12 peoput a syringe in her mouth was ple getting stuck, half of them
not poked but had to be tested children.
for hepatitis B and C, her
"It's become pretty commonmother said.
place to find them. We call it a
Some community advocates rite of passage for a child to find
are trying to sweep up the pol- their first needle," said
Gabrielle Korte, a member of
lution.
Rocky Morrison leads a the group's needle team. "It's
cleanup effort along the Merri- very depressing. It's infuriating.
mack River, which winds It's just gross."
through the old milling city of
Some experts say the probLowell, and has recovered hundreds of needles in abandoned lem will ease only when more
homeless camps that dot the users get treatment and more
banks, as well as in piles of de- funding is directed to treatment
bris that collect in floating programs.
booms he recently started setOthers are counting on neeting.
dle exchange programs, now
He has a collection of several present in more than 30 states,
hundred needles in a fishbowl, or the creation of safe spaces to
a prop he uses to illustrate that shoot up - already introduced in
the problem is real and that Canada and proposed by U.S.
towns must do more to combat state and city officials from
New York to Seattle.
it.
Studies have found that nee"We started seeing it last year dle exchange programs can rehere and there. But now, it's just duce pollution, said Don Des
raining needles everywhere we Jarlais, a researcher at the Icahn
go," said Morrison, a burly, tat- School of Medicine at Mount
tooed construction worker Sinai hospital in New York.
whose Clean River Project has
But Morrison and Korte
six boats working parts of the
117-mile (188-kilometer) river. complain poor supervision at
needle exchanges will simply
Among the oldest tracking put more syringes in the hands
programs is in Santa Cruz, Cal- of people who may not dispose
ifornia, where the community of them properly.
group Take Back Santa Cruz
After complaints of dishas reported finding more than
14,500 needles in the county carded needles, Santa Cruz
over the past 4 1/2 years. It says County took over its exchange

Classifieds
Adoption
ADOPTION - Happily married couple wish to adopt newborn. Will provide warmth,
love and security. Expenses
Paid. Call or Text Penny and
Eric anytime 262-PE-ADOPT
Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to
the IRS or State in back taxes?
Our firm works to reduce the
tax bill or zero it out completely FAST. Call now 866758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)
For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo
Containers $1650.00 in KC.
$1950.00 in Solomon Ks. 20s’
45s’ 48s & 53s’ also available
Call 785 655 9430 or go online
to Chuckhenry.com for pricing, availability & Freight estimates.
Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO

CHARITY. Receive maximum
value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All
conditions accepted.
Free
pickup. Call for details. 844268-9386
Misc.
LIVING WITH KNEE OR
BACK PAIN? Medicare recipients may qualify to receive a
pain relieving brace at little or
no cost. Call now! 855-7967301
Misc.
Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial
financial award. We can help
you get cash quick! Call 24/7:
855-510-4274
Misc.
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. The All-New Ino-

gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
844-359-3973
Misc.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are
you behind paying your
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner's Relief Line now
for Help! 855-401-4513
Misc.
Updating your bathroom
does not have to be expensive
or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call
855-324-2317 today for a free
in home consultation.
Misc.
SWITCH TO DIRECTV.
From $50/Month, includes
FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3
months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ. Get a
$50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-

1682 (Mon-Fri 8am-9pm CT)
Misc.
FAST Internet! HughesNet
Satellite Internet. High-Speed.
Available Anywhere! Speeds
to 25 mbps. Starting at
$49.99/mo. Call for Limited
Time Price! 877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)
Misc.
SAVE
ON
YOUR
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT!
FREE QUOTES from top
providers. Excellent coverage.
Call for a no obligation quote
to see how much you can save!
855-587-1299
Misc.
VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! There’s a cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices! 50 Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855850-3904

from a nonprofit in 2013 and
implemented changes. It did
away with mobile exchanges
and stopped allowing drug
users to get needles without
turning in an equal number of
used ones, said Jason Hoppin, a
spokesman for Santa Cruz
County.

of needles. Two regional planning commissions are drafting a
request for proposals for a
cleanup plan. They hope to
have it ready by the end of July.

"We are all trying to get a
grip on the problem," said
Haverhill Mayor James Fiorentini. "The stuff comes from
Along the Merrimack, nearly somewhere. If we can work tothree dozen riverfront towns are gether to stop it at the source, I
debating how to stem the flow am all for it."

City of Topeka settles padlock civil suit as
homeowners agree to pay fine, clean up
City officials announced
Thursday afternoon that they
have dismissed a case against
the owners of a south-side
home that was considered a nuisance and was padlocked in
June, as the owners have since
paid a $10,000 fine, cleaned up
the property and sold it.
According to the city attorney’s office, the civil case filed
in Shawnee County District
Court had sought to “abate a
nuisance” at the residence in the
2400 block of S.W. Beverly
Court, located a block east of
S.W. 24th and Topeka Boulevard.
The padlock case, which was
filed June 22, alleged numerous

criminal incidents connected to
the residence and requested a
civil penalty in addition to the
house being padlocked.
In a news release, city officials said the owners of the
property, Randy and Peggy Patton, “responded swiftly once
the lawsuit was filed,” finding a
buyer for the property and asking the residents to move.
The Pattons agreed to pay
$10,000 to the city, secure the
home, clean up the yard and
submit documentation of the
sale of the property. All city
utility payments were current.
The city then agreed to drop the
case against the Pattons.
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Car Clinic, Inc.
“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs
• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis
• Transmission service
• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

209 Sarber Ln

539-1040
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If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
Take a Pal Shooting
With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full
weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

FANCY CREEK RANGE
At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location
Larry Kluttz

Certified Optician
Owner

(785)539-5105

930 Hayes Drive, Suite E.
Manhattan, Kansas
Fax: (785)539-2324

Ta y l o r ’s F a m i l y H a i r C a re
All your Family’s Styling needs
See Faye,
Marissa
or Marianne
See Booth
Faye
Taylor
or Angela
Wilson
Rental
Available
785-539-7751
3tl7
Monday Thru Saturday
314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS
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A Look At Bill Snyder Family Stadium
KSU Sports Information
Picturesque Bill Snyder
Family Stadium has been the
home of K-State’s football team
since 1968.
Renamed in honor of legendary head football coach Bill
Snyder by a proclamation of the
Kansas Board of Regents on
Nov. 16, 2005, Bill Snyder
Family Stadium sits on the
north end of campus.
Originally named KSU Stadium, the facility was built at a
cost of $1.6 million and financed from student fees, athletics gate receipts and
contributions.
The stadium opened its doors
Sept. 21, 1968, with a 21-0
shutout of Colorado State. The
original seating capacity was
set at 35,000, and an expansion
in the summer of 1970 added
4,000 permanent bleachers on
the east side and 3,000 temporary bleachers on the west side.
The field is oriented north (left)
to south (right).
Following the 1998 season,
the addition of a deck and sky
suites on the east side of the stadium increased capacity to
more than 50,000. On Nov. 11,
2000, 53,811 fans witnessed
Kansas State ‘s 29-28 win over
Nebraska . It remains the largest
crowd to ever witness a sporting event in the state of Kansas.
The Vanier Football Complex received a major renovation in 2007, which included a
new training facility, weight
room,
equipment
room,
coaches’ offices, meeting
rooms, locker room and permanent seating in the north end
zone. The entire Vanier Football
Complex was replaced with a
brand new facility prior to the
2015 season.

New video and message
boards were also installed at the
north and south ends in 2007 at
a cost of $1.7 million. The south
end of the stadium received a
fully integrated ProStar VideoPlus display system. New video
boards are set to be installed in
the northeast and northwest corners of the stadium as part of
the Bill Snyder Family Stadium
Master Plan.
Prior to the 2011 season, AstroTurf
GameDay
Grass
3D60H was selected as the new
field surface at Bill Snyder
Family Stadium, replacing the
exisiting surface that was installed prior to the 2002 season.
The installation of the GameDay Grass infill system at Bill
Snyder Family Stadium was
AstroTurf’s first on a game-day
stadium field of a Football
Bowl Subdivision member. It
features AstroTurf’s revolutionary new Horseshoe fiber, which
is an “Omega” shape with two
end columns with a thicker diameter. The design imparts mechanical memory so that the
fiber remains upright longer,
unlike other fields whose fibers
quickly flatten and split or
shred at the spine.
Indoor Practice Facility
In addition to Bill Snyder
Family Stadium, Kansas State’s
practice facilities include the
94,000 square foot Indoor Practice Facility, which recently received a complete upgrade with
the installation of new FieldTurf.
K-State football’s Indoor
Practice Facility is believed to
be one of the largest in the nation, with enough space for
multiple full squad practices
taking place at once. The huge

facility’s roof height also allows
for full special teams practice,
with kickoffs and punts not
even coming close to touching
the ceiling.
Combined with K-State football’s three regulation sized
grass practice fields, K-State
has the ability to practice and
prepare on a variety of surfaces
in almost any weather condition.
QUICK FACTS Year
Opened: 1968
Official Capacity: 50,000
Largest Crowd: 53,811
(Nov 11, 2000)
Field Name: Wagner Field
Surface: AstroTurf Gameday Grass
Gameday at K-State
Gates open two (2) hours
prior to kickoff. Parking lots
open five (5) hours prior to
kickoff. Parking in both the east
and west stadium lots is reserved for members of the
Ahearn Fund and requires a
permit for entry, which must be
displayed at all times.
Vanier Family Football
Complex
With the new Vanier Family
Football Complex opening
prior to the 2015 season, the
Wildcats more than doubled the
amount of space for studentathletes and coaches, providing
access to world-class resources,
equipment and facilities and
creating a more cohesive and
efficient experience to train,
study and compete.
The new training complex,
attached to the stadium, includes expansive spaces, bold
graphics and state-of-the-art
equipment. A grand 4-story
atrium leaves a memorable first
impression and is accessible

from all levels, including the
main concourse. Perhaps most
importantly, the new Student
Athlete Enhancement Center
facilitates the very best in academic support services for KState student-athletes from all
16 sports.
A massive new Strength &
Conditioning Center more than
doubles the previous footprint
with multi-level height ceilings,
natural lighting and a built-in
plyometric ramp. All-new
sports medicine and hydrotherapy equipment includes the latest in student-athlete training
and recovery resources.
New football spaces include
a team theater, customized and
centrally located locker room,
multiple student-athlete lounge
spaces and expansive meeting
rooms. The entire top floor is
dedicated to the football program, including offices and
meeting rooms, with a private
balcony outside of the coaches’
offices displaying incredible
views of the field and stadium.
The completion of Phase III

Sports Potpourri by Mac Stevenson
By Mac Stevenson
Kansas State’s 2017 football team
was picked by Street & Smith’s preseason magazine and the Big 12 media
to finish third in the Big 12, behind
Oklahoma and Oklahoma State. That’s
a higher ranking than the Wildcats
have come to expect.
Coach Bill Snyder’s 2016 K-State
team was playing superb football at the
end of the season and finished with a
9-4 record and a 33-28 win over Texas
A&M in the Texas Bowl. Snyder returns almost all of his key players from
last year’s stellar team.
K-State’s offense is loaded and returning QB Jesse Ertz (6-3, 212) is
poised for an outstanding senior season. About the only group that isn’t solidified is the defensive linebacker
corps; Snyder lost all of his starters
from 2016. But the cupboard is far
from bare at these vital defensive positions.
Kansas State has a chance to contend for national honors this season because of the experience and talent
that’s back from the 2016 team. How
high can they go?—it could be very
high. But first the Wildcats must avoid
the upset bug in their nonconference

By Mac Stevenson
games.
Coach Snyder and his Wildcats
open the season at home on September
2 against the Central Arkansas Bears
of the Southland Conference. The
Bears are picked to finish second in
their league; they are coming off a 10-

3 season (8-1 conference). Central
Arkansas returns stellar QB Hayden
Hildebrand who passed for 3,051
yards and 19 touchdowns last season.
But Coach Steve Campbell also lost a
number of key players. This won’t be
a pushover for K-State, but they’ll win.
The second home game on September 9—against Charlotte of Conference USA—will be more of a fun
outing against a patsy. Charlotte was
4-8 overall and 3-5 in league play last
season; they are in a rebuilding mode
and will be mismatched against the
Wildcats. But that concludes the easy
games for 2017.
On September 16, K-State travels to
Nashville, Tennessee to play Vanderbilt of the storied SEC. The Commodores were 6-7 last year (3-5
conference). Playing an SEC team is
never easy and Vanderbilt is K-State’s
first road game of 2017.
In the SEC last year, Vanderbilt defeated Georgia (17-16), Ole Miss (3817) and Tennessee (45-34) and the
Commodores return 17 juniors and
seniors who started numerous games
last year. Kansas State will have the
better team, but playing Vanderbilt on
the road is going to be a crucial and

of the Bill Snyder Family Stadium Master Plan further solidifies the university’s place as a
prominent force in the Big 12,
and aids in attracting, retaining
& training high quality recruits
from across the nation.
Vanier Family Football
Complex Project Details
QUICK FACTS Groundbreaking: November 29, 2014
Substantial Completion:
2015 Season
Full Completion: 2016 or
2017 Season
Designer: Populous
Contractor: Mortenson &
GE Johnson Construction
Square Feet: 132,000
Cost: $68,000,000
West Stadium Center
The 250,00 square foot West
Stadium Center at Bill Snyder
Family Stadium opened in Fall
2013 and is a first-class facility
that impacts the daily experience of 450 student-athletes in
16 sports who proudly represent
K-State. The West Stadium

stern test.
If Kansas State blows by their nonconference foes the stage will be set
for what could be one of Coach Bill
Snyder’s best teams during his iconic
career. In fact, it could be his best KState team.
There’s just one dark cloud hanging
over Bill Snyder Family Stadium and
that is the coach’s health. The silence—concerning Coach Snyder’s
physical well-being—is deafening. If
any news is going to break on this
issue, it will have to be soon. The
2017 season is coming fast.
KU’s basketball team is getting a
head start on the upcoming season.
The Jayhawks are allowed ten team
practices before departing on July 31
for four exhibition games in Italy.
When you consider the 10 team practices in July and the playing of four
exhibition games in August, Kansas is
going to be well-prepared for the start
of the 2017-18 season.
Coach Bill Self has a blend of talented and experienced veterans to go
with newcomers loaded with potential
who have played little; consequently,
the early practice will be invaluable in
preparing for regular-season play. The
newcomers who will benefit the most
are center Udoka Azubuike (7-0, 280),
forward and center Billy Preston (6-

Center also enhances the gameday experience for all 50,000
K-State fans as we cheer for another Wildcat Victory.
The West Stadium Center
features amenities for all fans at
Bill Snyder Family Stadium.
New concessions, restrooms
and ticket offices replaced the
previous west side facilities,
which were originally built in
1968. Additionally, a new Fan
Store and Hall of Honor is included on the main Concourse
Level.
In addition to being a firstclass facility for K-State student-athletes and fans, the West
Stadium Center at Bill Snyder
Family Stadium also serves as
the northwest gateway to campus and a rallying point for the
University’s visionary “K-State
2025” plan. The structure
makes a statement to the Big 12
Conference, the nation and
prospective student-athletes
that K-State is committed to
competing at the highest level
of intercollegiate athletics.

10, 230), guard Marcus Garrett (6-5,
180), transfer guard Malik Newman
(6-3, 190), and transfer forward Jack
Whitman (6-9, 235).
The early practices and trip to Italy
will give Self an opportunity to introduce his new team to the intricacies of
Kansas basketball. The Jayhawks are
poised to have another in a long line of
Self-coached ballclubs that can hold
their own with all foes.
Ron Baker has come a long way in
a short time since he was one of the
most outstanding football and basketball players in the history of Scott City
High School. Baker went on to become famous as an All-American
guard on Wichita State’s basketball
team.
After graduating from Wichita
State, Ron Baker was far from finished
with basketball. According to ESPN,
Baker—an undrafted free agent after
his Wichita State career—recently
signed a two-year contract with the
New York Knicks of the NBA for $8.9
million dollars.
That’s a big step toward lifelong financial security for a young man who
has represented the state of Kansas in
an impeccable manner. “Nothing in
this world can take the place of persistence.”
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