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Remember in 1993-4 the Manhattan School District said they needed 4 new

schools. The experts said that the district was going to grow from 7,075 stu-

dents to 7,738 by 1998. We built the schools for 9,000 students and the popu-

lation went down by 1,712 by 2005. Now in five years they say it will go to

7,470. We don’t think so. (Chart from the Kansas Board of Education)

Commentary
By Mary Clare Amselem 

The Daily Signal

If the school is found guilty of defraud-

ing a student, which does not require proof

that a school intended to commit fraud, a

student can have his student loans dis-

charged.

Under the leadership of Secretary Betsy

DeVos, the Department of Education has

delayed the enforcement of this rule, which

was set to go into effect July 1.

The District of Columbia, along with 18

other states, have now filed a lawsuit

against the Department of Education,

claiming that this delayed action is illegal.

The delay of this rule is a good thing for

higher education.

The rule’s intent is to protect students

who took out student loans to attend an in-

stitution, but who did so under false prem-

ises, ostensibly protecting students from

being misled by institutions that may have

misrepresented school costs, falsified job

placement numbers, or fabricated the types

of degree programs offered.

Schools, however, argue that such a reg-

ulatory approach denies them due process

and are outside of the scope of the Depart-

ment of Education’s authority.

DeVos’ department has now delayed the

rule, eyeing a potential rewrite, calling the

Obama-era version of borrower defense “a

muddled process that’s unfair to students

and schools, and puts taxpayers on the hook

for significant costs.”

Indeed, the cost concerns are serious, as

is the potential for such efforts generally to

become a slippery slope toward more and

more taxpayer-financed student loan for-

giveness.

While student loan debt is a serious

problem, bureaucratic red tape is not the

way to ensure students receive a quality ed-

ucation.

Borrower defense to repayment is in

keeping with the status quo thinking about

the student debt problem: If students cannot

pay their debts, taxpayers should.

The Department of Education has esti-

mated that this rule could cost anywhere be-

tween $2 billion and $43 billion over the

next 10 years. Rather than simply shifting

the burden of student loan debt on to tax-

payers, policymakers should pursue new,

innovative solutions to lowering the cost of

higher education.

To start, policymakers should depart

from the regulatory practices of the Obama

administration.

I have outlined four regulations that limit

the ability of institutions of higher educa-

tion to thrive, one of which is borrower de-

fense to repayment.

The over-regulation of institutions of

higher education forces education dollars to

be spent on compliance, rather than aca-

demics. This raises the overall cost of atten-

dance.

Furthermore, regulations disproportion-

ately affect new innovative education mod-

els, which often do not have the financial

footing to comply with regulations, while

protecting the education establishment.

Students from all walks of life, and par-

ticularly low-income students and nontra-

ditional students, should be able to pursue

streamlined, affordable, and efficient edu-

cation models outside of the traditional

four-year bachelor’s degree. This includes

online learning, career and technical educa-

tion, and offerings at for-profit schools.

DeVos is correct to be skeptical of the

wisdom of borrower defense to repayment,

which operates on a “regulate first, and ask

the legal questions later” basis.

Rather than suing over the delayed en-

forcement of the rule, the states involved

should urge policymakers to limit the fed-

eral government’s meddling in higher edu-

cation and start addressing the root cause of

high student loan debt.

Does Manhattan Need A
New Elementary School?
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Priorities ‐ Your Taxes, City Infrastructure and Responsible Growth. As your City Commissioner I have focused on Frugal Fiscal Management, Fact Based De‐
cision Making, Innovative Problem Solving and Compromise to Achieve Shared Goals. Early voting begins October 18th, Election Day is November 7th. Vote
Wynn Butler for Manhattan City Commission to ensure that you get best value for your tax dollar. 

Paid for by Wynn Butler for Manhattan City Commission Myron P. Kryschtal Treasurer

States Sue Over Delayed Enforcement.
Why the Delay Is a Good Thing.

By Dave Trabert

Kansas Policy Institute
Governor Brownback’s statement

on state spending at the close of the
2017 legislative session has leadership
in both chambers up in arms.  ““This
legislative session made history, but
for all the wrong reasons. Passing the
largest tax hike in state history, this
legislature passed the biggest budget in
state history—and they’ve already
spent every dime.  The legislature—
despite borrowing and delaying pay-
ments—chose to spend over $200
million in new spending on top of in-
creased funding for schools. This
budget pays for a legislative wish list
on the backs of working Kansans.”

The Topeka Capital-Journal says
“top House and Senate Republicans in
the Legislature sharply challenged…
the accuracy…” of the Governor’s

statement.  ‘Spent every dime’ is sub-
ject to interpretation and the accurate
portrayal of the spending increase
could have been more clearly ex-
plained, but the essence of Governor
Brownback’s point is accurate:

The budget sets new spending
records.

Legislators didn’t produce a struc-
turally-balanced budget.

The budget is already out of balance
in FY 2020.

Legislators did pass the largest tax
hike in history and, if I might add,
without necessity; the budget could
have been balanced without taking
$1.2 billion from citizens over the next
two years.

Legislators object to the Governor
saying they ‘spent every dime’ of the
unnecessary $1.2 billion tax increase
because FY 2019 has a positive ending

balance of $134 million.  But that end-
ing balance is only positive because
legislators continued to sweep high-
way funds and again delayed KPERS
payments.  And as noted earlier, the
budget is already out of balance for FY
2020.

The budgets approved by the Legis-
lature for FY 2017, FY 2018 and FY
2019 increase spending by $498.3 mil-
lion over FY 2016 actual spending, of
which $293.8 million is for K-12 edu-
cation.  The remaining increase of
$204.5 million is what the Governor
referenced as new spending.  Legisla-
tors may object to using FY 2016 as
the base year but the $181.4 million
spending hike they authorized for FY
2017 resets the base for FY 2018 so it’s
appropriate to count that in the total
amount approved.

Kansas Legislators Don’t Like Being
Called Out for State Spending Hike
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WASHINGTON (AP) --

President Donald Trump's eld-

est son released an email chain

Tuesday that shows him dis-

cussing plans to hear damaging

information on Hillary Clinton

that were described as "part of

Russia and its government's

support for Mr. Trump."

The emails are the first doc-

umentary evidence of a top

Trump associate knowingly en-

gaging with what they believed

to be a Russian government ef-

fort to help Trump in the 2016

election. In one of the emails to

Trump Jr., the music publicist

seeking to set up a meeting with

a lawyer from Russia describes

her as a "Russian government

attorney."

Trump Jr. was deeply in-

volved in his father's presiden-

tial campaign. He posted the

emails on Tuesday on Twitter

and issued a statement describ-

ing it as an effort "to be totally

transparent." The emails with

publicist Rob Goldstone show

that Trump Jr. was told that the

Russian government had infor-

mation that could "incriminate"

Clinton and her dealings with

Russia.

Goldstone wrote to Trump Jr.

that the information "would be

very useful to your father."

Goldstone was working to con-

nect Trump Jr. to Russian attor-

ney Natalia Veselnitskaya, who

later met with Trump Jr. in New

York at Trump Tower. Veselnit-

skaya has denied that she ever

worked for the Russian govern-

ment.

"If it's what you say I love it

especially later in the summer,"

Trump Jr. replied to Goldstone

in one of a series of email ex-

changes the younger Trump

posted to Twitter. The emails

are dated early June.

The email release followed

days of evolving accounts from

Trump Jr. about the nature of

the meeting and its purpose.

The president's son posted the

emails only after they were ob-

tained by The New York Times.

On Saturday, Trump Jr. de-

scribed the encounter as being a

"short introductory meeting" fo-

cused on the disbanded pro-

gram that had allowed

American adoptions of Russian

children. Moscow ended the

adoptions in response to Mag-

nitsky Act sanctions created in

response to alleged human

rights violations in Russia.

A day later, Trump Jr.

changed his account, acknowl-

edging that he was told before-

hand that Veselnitskaya might

have information "helpful" to

the Trump campaign, and was

told by her during the meeting

that she had something about

Clinton.

In his third description of

what occurred, on Tuesday,

Trump Jr. said he had believed

the information he would hear

about Clinton would be politi-

cal opposition research. He said

that he first wanted to speak by

phone, but that when that didn't

work out, he was told that the

attorney would be in New York

"and I decided to take the meet-

ing."

"The woman, as she has said

publicly, was not a government

official," Trump Jr. said in the

Tuesday statement. "And, as we

have said, she had no informa-

tion to provide and wanted to

talk about adoption policy and

the Magnitsky Act."

Trump Jr. releases emails showing Russian aid for campaign

MANHATTAN — Are you

tough enough to wear pink?

The Kaw Valley Rodeo Asso-

ciation’s 11th annual Tough

Enough to Wear Pink Rodeo

will be at 8 p.m. Friday, July 28,

at Wells Arena in CiCo Park,

Manhattan. The event honors

cancer survivors and raises

awareness and funds for Kansas

State University’s Johnson Can-

cer Research Center.

The Tough Enough to Wear

Pink Rodeo is part of the three-

day Kaw Valley PRCA — or

Professional Rodeo Cowboys

Association — Rodeo, July 27-

29, and is in conjunction with

the Riley County Fair, July 27-

31. A portion of Friday night’s

rodeo ticket sales will go to the

Johnson Cancer Research Cen-

ter.

“We want rodeo fans to pack

the arena with pink on July 28,”

said Gene Klingler, a local

physician and the chairman of

the Kaw Valley Rodeo Associ-

ation’s Pink Committee. “This

event serves as a reminder that

cowboys and cowgirls are

tough, but cancer survivors are

even tougher.”Pink T-shirts,

hats, bandanas and more will be

available for purchase at the

rodeo and throughout July, with

all proceeds supporting the can-

cer research center.

“The pink rodeo is a huge un-

dertaking and exciting event,”

said S. Keith Chapes, interim

director of the Johnson Cancer

Research Center. “We are grate-

ful to the Kaw Valley Rodeo

Association, sponsors and vol-

unteers for making it possible,

and to the spectators who sup-

port it.”

Sponsors are still being

sought for the Tough Enough to

Wear Pink Rodeo. Sponsors are

listed on the cancer research

center’s Tough Enough to Wear

Pink event webpage and recog-

nized in a variety of other ways.

People interested in sponsoring

should contact Klingler at 785-

532-9203.

The Johnson Cancer Re-

search Center supports and ad-

vances cancer research and

education at Kansas State Uni-

versity. Its programs are made

possible by private donations.

Information is available by call-

ing 785-532-6705 or visiting

cancer.k-state.edu.

Tough Enough to Wear Pink

WICHITA, Kan. (July 5,

2017) — The American Red

Cross is facing a critical blood

shortage and is issuing an emer-

gency call for eligible blood

donors of all blood types to give

now and help save lives. 

Blood donations have fallen

short of expectations for the

past two months, resulting in

about 61,000 fewer donations

than needed and causing a sig-

nificant draw down of the Red

Cross blood supply. The short-

fall is the equivalent of the Red

Cross not collecting any blood

donations for more than four

days. 

“It’s crucial that people do-

nate now to meet the needs of

patients every day and to be

prepared for emergencies that

require significant volumes of

donated blood,” said Jan Hale,

communications manager of the

Central Plains Blood Services

Region “Every day, blood can

help save lives, and right now

these heroes are needed to give

as soon as possible.” 

How to Help

To schedule an appointment

to donate, use the free Blood

Donor App, visit redcross-

blood.org or call 1-800-RED

CROSS (1-800-733-2767). The

Red Cross has added more than

25,000 additional appointment

slots at donation centers and

community blood drives across

the country over the next few

weeks to accommodate more

donors. Donation appointments

and completion of a RapidPass

online health history question-

naire are encouraged to help re-

duce the time it takes to donate.

Summer Months Lead to

Shortage

Blood shortages often

worsen around Independence

Day due to many fewer volun-

teer-hosted blood drives at

places of work, worship or

community gathering, and this

year is no exception. Nearly

700 fewer blood drives are

scheduled during the Independ-

ence Day week than the weeks

before and after the holiday. 

Overall, the summer months

are among the most challenging

times of the year for blood do-

nations as regular donors delay

giving while they vacation and

participate in summer activities.

In a recent survey of Red Cross

blood donors, more than 73 per-

cent indicated vacation plans

this summer, many of them oc-

curring the weeks before and

after Independence Day.

New donors and those who

haven’t given in a while are es-

pecially encouraged to roll up a

sleeve and help save lives.

Nearly one-third fewer new

blood donors came out to give

last summer than during the rest

of the year due in part to

schools – where blood drives

are held and where new donors

give – being out of session dur-

ing the summer months. 

Every two seconds in the

United States blood is needed to

respond to patient emergencies,

including accident and burn

victims, heart surgery and organ

transplant procedures, and pa-

tients receiving treatment for

leukemia, cancer or sickle cell

disease. The Red Cross must

collect nearly 14,000 blood do-

nations every day for patients at

approximately 2,600 hospitals

across the country. 

Upcoming blood donation

opportunities July 5-25

Chase

Cottonwood Falls

7/11/2017: 12:30 p.m. - 6

p.m., Community Building,

Swope Park

_______________

Clay

Clay Center

7/14/2017: 8:30 a.m. - 2:15

p.m., First Baptist Church, 902

5th Street

_______________

Geary

Junction City

7/5/2017: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.,

Junction City Municipal Build-

ing, 700 N Jefferson

7/6/2017: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.,

Junction City Municipal Build-

ing, 700 N Jefferson

7/20/2017: 11:30 a.m. - 6

p.m., Junction City Municipal

Building, 700 N Jefferson

7/21/2017: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.,

Junction City Municipal Build-

ing, 700 N Jefferson

_______________

Riley

Manhattan

7/6/2017: 9:30 a.m. - 3:30

p.m., Research Park, 2005 Re-

search Park Drive

7/7/2017: 9:30 a.m. - 3:30

p.m., Research Park, 2005 Re-

search Park Drive

7/11/2017: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.,

Kansas State University Union,

Union

7/12/2017: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.,

Kansas State University Union,

Union

7/24/2017: 11:15 a.m. - 6:30

p.m., St Thomas More, 2900

Kimball

7/25/2017: 7:30 a.m. - 1:30

p.m., St Thomas More, 2900

Kimball

_______________

Critical Red Cross blood shortage 
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The Manhattan City Commission

MINUTES

SPECIAL CITY COM-

MISSION MEETING

TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2017

5:30 P.M.

The Special Meeting of the

City Commission was held at

5:30 p.m. in the City Commis-

sion Room. Mayor Usha Reddi

and Commissioners Linda

Morse, Michael L. Dodson,

Wynn Butler, and Karen Mc-

Culloh were present. Also pres-

ent were the City Manager Ron

R. Fehr, Deputy City Manager

Jason Hilgers, Assistant City

Manager Kiel Mangus, City

Clerk Gary

S. Fees, 10 staff, and approx-

imately 15 interested citizens.

PLEDGE OF 

ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Reddi led the Com-

mission in the Pledge of Alle-

giance.

PECIAL MEETING ITEM

FINAL PLAT – KSU

FOUNDATION ADDITION,

SECOND PLAT

Eric Cattell, Director of

Community Development, pre-

sented an overview of the item.

He informed the Commission

that the Manhattan Urban Area

Planning Board approved the

Final Plat of the KSU Founda-

tion Addition, Second Plat,

based on conformance with the

Manhattan Urban Area Subdivi-

sion Regulations.

Ron Fehr, City Manager, pro-

vided additional information on

the request from the Kansas

State University Foundation.

He then responded to questions

from the Commission.

Mayor Reddi opened the

public comments.

Hearing no comments,

Mayor Reddi closed the public

comments.

After discussion and com-

ments from the Commission,

Commissioner Morse moved to

accept the easements and

rights-of-way, as shown on the

Final Plat of KSU Foundation

Addition, Second Plat, gener-

ally located northwest of the in-

tersection of Kimball Avenue

and Denison Avenue, based on

conformance with the Manhat-

tan Urban Area Subdivision

Regulations. Commissioner

Dodson seconded the motion.

On a roll call vote, motion car-

ried 5-0.

WORK SESSION

2018 ALLOCATION REC-

OMMENDATIONS - SPE-

CIAL ALCOHOL FUND

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Hillary Badger, Assistant Di-

rector of Finance, introduced

the item. She responded to

questions from the Commission

and provided additional infor-

mation on the status and projec-

tions of the Special Alcohol

Funds received from the State

of Kansas.

Ron Fehr, City Manager, pro-

vided additional information on

the Special Alcohol Funds. He

expressed his appreciation for

the work of the Special Alcohol

Fund Advisory Committee.

Gabrielle Thompson, Chair,

Special Alcohol Fund Advisory

Committee, provided back-

ground information on the Spe-

cial Alcohol Fund, the

decision-making principles

used by the Committee, and the

funding considerations. She

highlighted the agencies that re-

quested funding and the Com-

mittee’s recommendations.

Agencies highlighted included

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of

Manhattan, Inc., Boys & Girls

Club, Friends of Recovery As-

sociation, Kansas State Univer-

sity Alcohol and Other Drug

Education Services (KSU

AODES)/Lafene Health Center,

Manhattan Emergency Shelter,

Pawnee Mental Health: Crisis

Services and Therapy Services,

and the Riley County Commu-

nity Corrections Adult Services.

Bryce Swanson, Incoming

Chair, Special Alcohol Fund

Advisory Committee, provided

additional information about

the KSU AODES/Lafene

Health Center services and

funding requested and recom-

mended.

Shelly Williams, Director,

Riley County Community Cor-

rections, provided additional in-

formation and clarification on

their program and loss of state

funding in the upcoming year.

She then responded to questions

from the Commission regarding

program cuts, duties of the offi-

cers, and responsibilities of the

urinary analysis technician.

Gabrielle Thompson, Chair,

Special Alcohol Fund Advisory

Committee, highlighted the

Riley County Community Cor-

rections Juvenile Services;

Riley County Community Cor-

rections Probation Services;

Riley County Youth Court;

Restoration Center, Inc.; Sun-

flower CASA Project, Inc.;

Thrive!; University for

Mankind (UFM)-Teen Mentor-

ing Program; and Unified

School District (USD) 383. She

then responded to questions

from the Commission about the

Riley County Youth Court pro-

gram and services provided.

After comments and discus-

sion of the Commission,

Gabrielle Thompson, Chair,

Special Alcohol Fund Advisory

Committee, provided an

overview of the 2018 funding

requested and recommended for

each agency. She then re-

sponded to questions from the

Commission.

Hillary Badger, Assistant Di-

rector of Finance, responded to

questions from the Commis-

sion. She provided clarification

on the percentage of alcohol tax

received and on the allocation

and budget process.

After additional comments,

the Commission thanked the

Committee for doing an excel-

lent job and working with a fi-

nite budget.

As this was a work session

item, the Commission took no

formal action on the item. At

6:40 p.m., the Commission took

a brief recess.

DISCUSSION - 2018 CITY

BUDGET AND 2018-2022

CAPITAL IMPROVE-

MENTS PROGRAM

Hillary Badger, Assistant Di-

rector of Finance, introduced

and presented an overview of

the item. She highlighted the

2018 preliminary City Budget;

the 2018 preliminary mill

levies; the budgeted General

Fund revenues; the proposed

General Fund increases, person-

nel services and 2018 other new

position requests; the 2018 con-

tractual services and commodi-

ties; the select Special Revenue

Funds; the 2018 Capital Im-

provement Program (CIP) fund-

ing summary; the map of the

2018 CIP requests; the General

Fund CIP history and budget

impact; and the 2018-2022 CIP

City boards, committee and cit-

izen requests.

Ron Fehr, City Manager, pro-

vided additional information on

reductions made to the initial

CIP requests and highlighted

future projects and budget con-

siderations. He then responded

to questions from the Commis-

sion regarding Airport security

and proposed personnel.

After comments from the

Commission, Rob Ott, Director

of Public Works, and Ron Fehr,

City Manager, responded to

questions regarding the se-

quencing of the Fort Riley

Boulevard diverging diamond

project, the need for a future

sidewalk along portions of Fort

Riley Boulevard, the prioritiza-

tion of CIP items, and a request

to explore potential grant op-

portunities to address the exist-

ing roundabout at Colbert Hills.

Eddie Eastes, Director of

Parks and Recreation, re-

sponded to questions from the

Commission regarding person-

nel savings due to the transition

of the Parks and Recreation Ad-

ministration moving from their

facility in City Park to their new

offices at City Hall.

After additional comments

and questions from the Com-

mission, Rob Ott, Director of

Public Works, and Ron Fehr,

City Manager, responded to

questions and provided addi-

tional information on the water

and wastewater facilities plan

update.

Bernie Hayen, Director of Fi-

nance, provided an overview of

the City’s general obligation

debt. He highlighted the current

debt chart; presented the history

and projections of the General

Obligation Debt; and discussed

the 2018 General Obligation

Debt structure and revenues.

Ron Fehr, City Manager, pro-

vided additional information on

the 2018 general obligation

debt revenue chart and high-

lighted the Conference Center

transfer. He then responded to

questions from the Commission

regarding the use of transient

guest tax funds and the ability

to charge for parking in the

Conference Center parking

garage.

Bernie Hayen, Director of Fi-

nance, presented a graph show-

ing property taxes supporting

the Bond and Interest Fund;

highlighted the debt retirement

of outstanding General Obliga-

tion Bonds and outstanding

Special Assessment Bonds; and

discussed general obligation

debt considerations. He then re-

sponded to questions from the

Commission.

After comments from the

Commission, Ron Fehr, City

Manager, provided additional

information on comparisons to

cities of the first class regarding

mill levies and stated that a fu-

ture work session would focus

on benefit districts. He then re-

sponded to questions from the

Commission regarding several

CIP items and the economic de-

velopment funds, pledges, and

the availability of economic de-

velopment funds.

Rob Ott, Director of Public

Works, responded to questions

and provided an update on the

status of the feasibility study for

a potential joint public works,

street, fleet, park maintenance,

and forestry facility.

Eddie Eastes, Director of

Parks and Recreation, provided

information on recreation pro-

grams and responded to ques-

tions on the evaluation of

program fees being charged.

After additional comments

from the Commission, Ron

Fehr, City Manager, responded

to questions regarding the CIP

in out years and discussed fund-

ing contributions to the Kansas

Public Employees Retirement

System (KPERS). He informed

the Commission that he appre-

ciated their feedback and would

provide additional information

at the next budget discussion.

He stated the June 27, 2017,

City Commission Work Ses-

sion, would focus on outside

agencies.

Mayor Reddi opened the

public comments.

Hearing no comments,

Mayor Reddi closed the public

comments.

As this was a work session

item, the Commission took no

formal action on the item.

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:45 p.m., the Commis-

sion adjourned.

Gary S. Fees, MMC, City

Clerk

City Of Manhattan Budget Will Cost You More

2013 - 2017 Expenditures per Capita

EMI
Extra Mile Imports
Automotive Service

1305 Roever Rd.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-320-7335
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by the rival powers of Russia,
Prussia, and Austria, was elim-
inated as a sovereign state be-
tween 1795 and the end of
World War I in 1918. It was
again divided between Soviet

Russia and Nazi Germany dur-
ing World War II, and then from
1945 to 1989 was a Soviet
satellite.

But the Polish nation was
never eliminated because Poles

stubbornly hung on to their cul-
ture, their Roman Catholic reli-
gion, and their language
through the mediating institu-
tions of the church and the fam-
ily.

By Mike Gonzalez 
The Daily Signal

Western values, Judeo-
Christian at base but also to
some degree influenced by
Greco-Roman views on philos-
ophy and politics, are under
threat from within by a nihilist
“Hey, Hey, Ho, Ho, Western
Civ has got to go” mentality.
President Donald Trump told
Poles fighting a version of that
mindset that he was with
them—and the American left
had a freakout.

Said freakout is, to be hon-
est, well deserved. If Trump
carries through with a cam-
paign to defeat the multicul-
tural assault on Western
civilization, he would be fi-
nally responding to what has
been a sustained and, so far,
singularly successful leftist at-
tempt to fundamentally trans-
form America and her
European allies.

Only time will tell if Trump
has the intestinal fortitude
needed to see through such a
mission. Undoubtedly the left
will fight back with all its
might not to lose gains it has
made across all the cultural in-
stitutions since the 1960s.

And if the screeching re-
sponse by not a few liberals to
Trump’s speech Thursday in
Warsaw is anything to go by,
that counterattack has already
started. They’re using the most
powerful weapon in their arse-
nal, the one that aims to not
chill but freeze debate:
Trump’s speech was, you
guessed it, racist.

I try to make time to read
The Atlantic’s Peter Beinart
and The Washington Post’s
Jonathan Capehart, liberal
commentators who sometimes
make original points. Beinart’s
essay on multiculturalism in
the current issue of the maga-

zine courageously points out
that “Liberals must take seri-
ously Americans’ yearning for
social cohesion.” (It takes
courage for a liberal to say these
things to his own ilk).

But Beinart’s breathless reac-
tion to Trump’s speech was
something else. He took Trump
to task for mentioning the
words “the West” 10 times and
“our civilization” five, which
are of course dog whistles: “His
white nationalist supporters will
understand exactly what he
means,” wrote Beinart.

I fault Beinart for not using
another word, except when he’s
quoting Trump: “culture.” To
Beinart, “The West is a racial
and religious term.” Democracy
and capitalism, he said, “are not
the property of any particular
religion or race.”

Democracy and the free-mar-
ket system may indeed be
portable, and exportable to all
corners of the world (at least I
hope so). But is Beinart really
blind to the fact that they are the
legacies of the Gospels, the Tal-
mud, Homer, Cicero, Locke,
Hobbes, Adam Smith, Mon-
tesquieu, and many others?

Not to be outdone in the hy-
perventilation department,
Capehart’s response, headlined
“Trump’s white-nationalist dog
whistles in Warsaw,” takes issue
with the following presidential
line, “We write symphonies.”

“In that one line, taken in
context with everything else
Trump said, what I heard was
the loudest of dog whistles. A
familiar boast that swells the
chests of white nationalists
everywhere,” wrote Capehart.

Has Capehart really ever met
a white nationalist? In my rec-
ollection, they don’t go around
whistling Stravinsky or
Tchaikovsky.

The Left’s Revealing Freakout
Over Trump’s Defense of the West

Finally, over at Vox, Sarah
Wildman wrote that the speech
“often resorted to rhetorical
conceits typically used by the
European and American alt-
right” in an article whose head-
lined blared the speech was “an
alt-right manifesto.” The whis-
tle to her were the dread words
“[for] family, for freedom, for
country, and for God.”

Memo to liberals: When
everything is alt-right, nothing
is. There are real uglies out
there, and you’re not doing the
country a favor with these hy-
perbolic explosions. As Matt
Lewis wrote over at The Daily
Beast:

I guess if leaders like Win-
ston Churchill, Franklin Roo-
sevelt, and Ronald Reagan
constitute alt-right populists
then it would be fair to consider
Trump’s speech in that tradi-
tion.

In fact, these reactions can be
nothing less than a panicky re-
alization that the “The Long
March Through the Institu-
tions”—the cultural Marxist
Rudi Dutschke’s formula to
subvert Western institutions
from within—may finally find
resistance.

Contra Beinart, this would be
an attempt to save capitalism
and democracy by saving the
culture that produced them.

When Trump called for
Americans, Poles, and “the na-
tions of Europe” to “work to-
gether to confront forces,
whether they come from inside
or out, from the South or the
East, that threaten over time to
undermine these values and to
erase the bonds of culture, faith,
and tradition that make us who
we are,” it was well under-
stood—by those who want to
save liberal democracy.

The president picked his au-
dience well. Poland, partitioned
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Waterville Golf Course
Public Welcome - 9 hole grass green course.

Green Fees are $12.00 a day, plus cart rental fees are posted.

The clubhouse is available to rent. 
Member and Guest cost is $50.00. 
There is a required deposit of $50.00 
for all renters.

Memberships:
$325 single membership,
$375 family membership.
Monthly bank draft available.
Call Terry Roepke
at 785-363-2224 or Alan Yungeberg
785-363-7444

By Ted Galen Carpenter
CATO Institute

Both Mexican and U.S. offi-
cials basked in satisfaction
when Mexican marines cap-
tured Joaquin “El Chapo” Guz-
man Loera, leader of the
notorious Sinaloa drug cartel, in
January 2016. True, Guzman
had previously escaped from
maximum-security prisons in
Mexico on not one, but two, oc-
casions. But this time, authori-
ties were determined there
would be no repetition, impos-
ing unprecedented security pro-
cedures to confine the elusive
inmate. Furthermore, the U.S.
government moved immedi-
ately to have Guzman extra-
dited. That petition was
successful, and Mexico sent
him in chains to the United
States in January 2017. Guz-
man was extremely unlikely to
be able to duplicate his strategy
of bribing prison guards to es-
cape from a U.S. maximum se-
curity facility.

Authorities on both sides of
the Rio Grande heralded El
Chapo’s removal as a major
victory in the war on illegal
drugs. The triumphalism among
U.S. leaders was especially pro-
nounced. Attorney General
Loretta Lynch stated that his ap-
prehension was “a blow to the
international drug-trafficking
syndicate” Guzman led, and it
was “a victory for the citizens
of both Mexico and the United
States.” A senior U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration offi-
cial insisted that Guzman was
“the number one drug-traffick-
ing figure in history and he’s
been probably the world’s
biggest criminal fugitive. And
so it’s a huge win.”

Matters have not turned out

at all the way drug warriors and
other optimists assumed. In-
stead, El Chapo’s capture has
made the violent chaos in Mex-
ico worse—much worse. His
fall created a power vacuum
throughout Mexico’s ruthless
drug trade. The extent of the up-
surge in violence as his would-
be successors maneuver for
control is horrifying. In May
alone, there were 2,186 fatali-
ties—the third time in 2017
when the monthly death toll
topped 2,000. That is more than
twice the average monthly pace
of the bloody years of Felipe
Calderon’s presidency (2006-
2012), when more than 60,000
Mexicans perished in drug-re-
lated carnage. The May total
was a new record, and it
brought the total number of
deaths in 2017 to 9,906. That
was an increase of 33 percent
over 2016, which had already
seen a worrisome rise.

The current situation is at its
worst overall in the western
states of Guerrero, Jalisco, and
Sinaloa, where the power strug-
gles are the most intense. But
the greatest surge in violence is
occurring in Baja California,
home to several of Mexico’s
most prominent resorts, as the
rival gangs fight to gain control
of the lucrative trafficking
routes into the San Diego area.
The situation is also bad in
northern portions of the coun-
try, especially the states of Chi-
huahua and Tamaulipas, along
the border with the United
States.

Under Guzman’s leadership,
the Sinaloa cartel had become,
by far, Mexico’s most powerful
drug trafficking operation, con-
trolling nearly 50 percent of the
commerce. Although consider-

Mexican Drug Violence
Only Getting Worse

able violence accompanied that
consolidation of market share,
as the Sinaloa organization’s
grip on the trade grew tighter,
the turmoil ebbed modestly
after 2012.

That encouraging trend has
now sharply reversed. A 2017
report from the University of
San Diego’s Justice in Mexico
Program notes that the killings
began to edge upward in 2015
when Guzman was briefly back
in custody following more than
a decade of freedom after his
original escape in January 2001,
dipped slightly when he es-
caped again, and “then rose no-
ticeably with his recapture and
extradition.”

That development was not
surprising, since his removal
triggered leadership rivalries
within the hugely profitable
Sinaloa organization. There is
now a ferocious three-way
struggle for control. In addition
to Sinaloa’s bloody internal
strife, longtime competitors
such as the Gulf cartel, the
Juarez cartel, and Los Zetas,
which Guzman had outmaneu-
vered and weakened, have re-
asserted themselves. They also
have become more aggressive
in responding to government
anti-trafficking operations.

New entrants into the drug
trade, especially Cartel Jalisco
Nueva Generacion, are trigger-
ing additional violence. Indeed,
the CJNG seems even more
ruthless than Sinaloa, Los
Zetas, and other older traffick-
ing groups. That unprece-
dented, sometimes almost
maniacal, viciousness is true in
CJNG’s treatment of both traf-
ficking rivals and the authori-
ties.
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Marshall County Fair - July 13-18 in Blue Rapids

Marshall County Fair 2017
Sew  it, Grow it,  Show it

Schedule
Saturday, July 8 — Softball Tournament

Sunday, July 9 — 2:00 pm — Clean up, set up

Thursday, July 13

9:00 am

Horse Show

Halter Events

Equestrian Events

Costume Class

Trail Class

Rain date for everything except halter events is July 24

Break for heat of the day

5:00 pm — Horse Speed Events

Friday, July 14

4:00 – 8:00 pm — All 4-H and Open entries accepted including new Barn Quilt Class

4:00 pm — All Beef, Sheep, and Swine are to be on the Fairgrounds in place. No livestock will be ac-
cepted after that time.

4:00 – 6:00 pm — Weigh-In (Swine, Sheep, Goats, and Beef). Weigh-in ends at 6:00 pm

7:00 pm — Figure 8 Race

Saturday, July 15

8:00 am — Beef Show, bucket calf practice immediately following beef show

9:00 am — All entries in place, this includes horticulture

9:00 am — Judging of entries: 4-H (this includes Foods) and Open Class, except livestock

1:00 pm — Senior Scholarship Quiz-Off

2:00 – 4:00 pm — Dog Agility Show

5:30 pm – Bucket Calf Show

6:00 pm — PAT Kiddieland/Carnival (Wristband Night)

7:00 pm — Demolition Derby (Arena)

8:00 pm — Rewind Band

Sunday, July 16

8:00 am — 10K Run (Barnyard Boogie)

8:00 am — Swine Show

9:00 am — Poultry Show

1:00 pm — Story Time by MS Co. Infant Toddler Services @ Fairgrounds

2:00 pm— Model Rocket Shoot off

4:00 pm — Christian Music Concert on the Square

6:00 pm — Parade  (entries contact Janice – 785-363-7384)

6:00 pm — PAT Kiddieland/Carnival

8:00 pm — Farm Bureau and Kan Equip Pedal Tractor Pull and Watermelon Feed sponsored by Farm
Bureau

8:00 pm — Tim Strathman Band

Monday, July 17

8:00 am — Sheep Show followed by Meat Goat Show

9:00 am – Rabbit Show

10:30 am — Dairy and Dairy Goat Show

5:00 pm – Round Robin

6:00 pm — Vopata Memorial Watermelon Feed

6:00 pm — PAT Kiddieland/Carnival (Wristband Night)

Tuesday, July 18

8:30 am — Decorated Cake Judging

10:30 am — Livestock Judging Contest

5:00 pm

4-H Fashion Revue/Cake Auction

Outstanding Volunteer Award and Scholarship Recipient

6:00 pm

Fair Supper catered by Ricky’s Café.  Open to the Public – Meal may be purchase at the event

Livestock Buyers Dinner sponsored by Marysville Livestock Exchange.

Previous Year’s Cake buyers Dinner sponsored by Wagon Wheel Café.

6:00 pm — PAT Kiddieland/Carnvial (Wristband Night)

7:30 pm — Livestock Auction

7:00 – 9:00 pm — 4-H and Open Class Exhibits released except for livestock sale animals

9:00 pm

Fair Clean Up

Load Sheep

Load Hogs

Load Beef

After 9:00 pm exhibits will be at the Extension Office. You may pick the exhibits up on Friday, July 21

Wednesday, July 19 — 9:00 am — Fair Clean Up 
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Marshall County Fair Parade in Blue Rapids Sunday July 16

The Marshall County Fair Parade will be held on Sun-
day July 16th starting at 6:00 pm. Participants for the
Parade will line up on Lincoln facing North. At the start

of the Parade they will move north until the hit 6th street
and turn West. At the Square the Parade will turn North
and go around the Square counter-clock-wise until they

hit South Main and turn and go South until they hit 9th
Street and turn East. 

MOSUL, Iraq (AP) -- Iraq

on Monday declared "total vic-

tory" over the Islamic State

group in Mosul, retaking full

control of the country's second-

largest city three years after it

was seized by extremists bent

on building a global caliphate.

"This great feast day

crowned the victories of the

fighters and the Iraqis for the

past three years," said Prime

Minister Haider al-Abadi,

flanked by his senior military

leadership at a small base on

the edge of the Old City, where

the final battles for Mosul un-

folded.

Al-Abadi alluded to the bru-

tality of the battle for Mosul -

Iraq's longest yet in the fight

against IS - saying the triumph

had been achieved "by the

blood of our martyrs."

While Mosul fell to IS in a

matter of days in 2014, the cam-

paign to retake the city lasted

nearly nine months. The fight,

closely backed by airstrikes

from the U.S.-led coalition,

brought an end to the extrem-

ists' so-called territorial

caliphate, but has also left thou-

sands dead, entire neighbor-

hoods in ruins and nearly

900,000 displaced from their

homes.

Shortly after al-Abadi's

speech, the coalition congratu-

lated him on the victory but

noted that parts of the Old City

still "must be back-cleared of

explosive devices and possible

ISIS fighters in hiding." ISIS,

ISIL and Daesh are alternative

acronyms for the Islamic State

group.

"The victory in Mosul, a city

where ISIS once proclaimed its

so-called 'caliphate,' signals that

its days in Iraq and Syria are

numbered," President Donald

Trump said in a statement.

Earlier in the day, airstrikes

pounded the last IS-held terri-

tory on the western edge of the

Tigris, Humvees rushed

wounded to field hospitals and

soldiers hurriedly filled bags

with hand grenades to ferry to

the front.

Iraqi troops had slowly

pushed through the narrow al-

leys of the Old City during the

past week, punching holes

through walls and demolishing

houses to carve supply routes

and fighting positions in a dis-

trict where many of the build-

ings date back centuries.

For days, the remaining few

hundred militants held an area

measuring less than a square

kilometer (less than half a

square mile), and Iraqi com-

manders described victory as

imminent.

Al-Abadi also visited Mosul

on Sunday, congratulating the

troops on recent gains but stop-

ping short of declaring an out-

right victory as clashes

continued.

The drawn-out endgame in

Iraq's fight for Mosul high-

lighted the resilience of the ex-

tremists and the continued

reliance of Iraqi forces on air

support to retake territory.

Iraqi commanders said gains

slowed to a crawl in recent days

as IS fighters used their families

- including women and children

- as human shields. As the battle

space constricted, the coalition

began approving airstrikes

dropping bombs of 200 pounds

or more on IS targets within 50

meters (yards) of friendly

forces.

Plumes of smoke Monday

grew larger than the strip of ter-

ritory under IS control.

"This used to be a beautiful

city, tourists used to come

here," said Iraqi army Capt.

Marwan Hadi based inside the

Old City. The last days of the

fight for Mosul were the

fiercest, he said.

"All along the front line,

there are so many families

under the rubble," he said. "I

saved two children and their

mother, but one daughter, we

couldn't reach her."

Reports of civilian casualties

spiked as Iraqi forces punched

into Mosul's western half in

February. Residents fleeing the

fighting reported that entire

families sheltering in the base-

ments of their homes were

killed by airstrikes targeting

small teams of IS fighters.

Thousands of civilians were

estimated to have been killed in

the fight for Mosul, according

to Nineveh's provincial council.

A toll that does not include

those still believed buried under

collapsed buildings.

Also Monday, the United Na-

tions said there was no end in

sight to the humanitarian crisis

in Iraq despite the conclusion of

the fighting. Of the more than

897,000 people displaced from

Mosul, the U.N. said thousands

of residents will probably not

be able to return to the city be-

cause of "extensive damage

caused during the conflict."

Iraqi declares 'total victory' over Islamic State in Mosul
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Riley County Commission
Minutes 6/19/17

8:30 AM Call to Order

Business Meeting

3. Bid Recommendation
for Multi-layer Polymer Con-
crete Overlays 2017

Hobson reported KDOT has
agreed to the cost. Hobson
stated there may be a delay in
repayment from KDOT for the
work.

Move to approve the bid
submitted by Wildcat Con-
struction Co., Inc. in the
amount of $297,748.00.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

4. Sign a Tax Roll Correction
Move to approve the Tax

Roll Correction.
RESULT: ADOPTED

[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-

driguez
(Editor’s Note: Approved

Tax Roll Correction for whom
and for how much?)

5. Review memo forwarded
from the Riley County Plan-
ning Board regarding the an-
nual review of the
Comprehensive Plan.

Isaac presented the memo
from the RCPB for the annual
comp plan review.

Move to receive the memo
forwarded from the Riley
County Planning Board regard-
ing the annual review of the
Comprehensive Plan.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

6. Sign Riley County Per-
sonnel Action Form(s)

The Board of County Com-
missioners signed a Riley
County Personnel Action Form
for Derick Schroller, for a pro-
motion, as a Customer Service
Rep II, in the Treasurer’s Of-
fice, at a grade H step 1, at
$15.50 per hour.

8. Board of Riley County
Commissioners - Regular
Meeting - Jun 15, 2017 8:30
AM

Move to approve the min-

utes.
RESULT: ACCEPTED

[UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-

driguez

10. Discuss Press Conference
� Stampede update - David

Adams

9:00 AM Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Adminis-
trative Services

11. Administrative Work
Session

Move to add an executive
session to the agenda.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

9:00 AM
Executive Session

Move that the County Com-
missioners, including Chairman
Wells, Commissioner Ro-
driguez and Commissioner Wil-
son, recess into executive
session with Clancy Holeman,
County Counselor, attorney for
the commission, and Cindy
Volanti, Human Resource Man-
ager, pursuant to the non-
elected personnel matters
exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, on a performance
matter, in order to protect the
privacy of the employee, the
open meeting to resume in the
County Commission Chambers
at 9:20 a.m.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

9:20 AM
Move to go out of the executive
session.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

No binding action was taken
during the executive session.

12. Pending County Proj-
ects County Counselor

9:30 AM Press Con-
ference

13. Public Notice - Leon
Hobson (1-2 minutes)

Hobson said the tree removal
project on Silver Creek Road is

scheduled to begin Tuesday,
June 20, 2017. The project is lo-
cated on Silver Creek Road ap-
proximately ¼ mile south of N.
52nd Street. Silver Creek Road
will be closed to through traffic
during the project from N. 52nd
St. to Silver Creek Road. The
project is expected to be com-
pleted by June 22, 2017 weather
permitting.

14. Crop update - Greg Mc-
Clure (3 minutes)

McClure reported wheat har-
vest had started last Thursday
locally. McClure said yields
should be good. McClure said
corn was planted in April and
May. McClure stated some corn
and soybeans have been re-
planted due to excessive rain.
McClure said a lot of the soy-
bean crop got planted the sec-
ond week of May and the first
week of June. McClure said
grain sorghum should all be
planted. McClure stated we are
in good shape, but due for some
rain.

McClure said the alfalfa crop
needs to hayed. McClure said
broam should be cut by now.

10:00 AM Craig Cox,
Deputy County Counselor

Move the Board grant a vari-
ance from Sanitary Code Sec-
tion 2-3.5 that allows multiple
residential connections to the
Bridgeview Heights lagoon.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

Move the Board grant a vari-
ance from Sanitary Code Sec-
tion 2-6.1.2 that allows
construction of the Bridgeview
Heights lagoon on less than (3)
acres of area.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

Move to approve “Resolu-
tion No. 061917-36, A Resolu-
tion authorizing creation of the
Bridgeview Heights Sewer Dis-
trict in Riley County, Kansas
and the construction of certain
sanitary sewer improvements in
the Bridgeview Heights subdi-
vision located in Riley County,
Kansas.”

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

15. Bridgeview Heights
Sewer Benefit District

Cox presented the
Bridgeview Heights Sewer
Benefit District formation reso-
lution. Cox discussed the for-
mation of the district.

Johnson presented the feasi-
bility assessment and projected
cost of $318,660. Through a
KDHE Revolving Loan with an
interest rate around 2.5%.

Cox discussed the legalities
of forming the sewer benefit
district.

Move the Board find that
100% of the property owners in
the proposed sewer district
signed the petition and a public
hearing notice is not required.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

10:30 AM Cindy Volanti,
Human Resource Manager/
Deputy Clerk; David Adams,
EMS Director; and Tami Robi-
son, Budget and Finance Offi-
cer

16. Comparison of 3rd
Party Billing for EMS/Ambu-

lance Department to Staffing
In-House

Volanti presented informa-
tion on the 2018 insurance and
consultant items for considera-
tion.

Adams discussed the com-
parison of 3rd party billing for
EMS/Ambulance department to
staffing billing personnel. 

Adams stated he would rec-
ommend Riley County use
Omni for the EMS/Ambulance
billing services based on serv-
ice and cost.

Robison presented the esti-
mated cost for the two billing
services.

Volanti said if the Board ap-
proves the 3rd parting billing
service for EMS/Ambulance it
would eliminate the need for
the 1.5 biller/coder positions
and the Administative Ana-
lyst/Billing Manager postition. 

Move to remove the
Biller/Coder positions, as well
as the Administrative
Analyst/Billing Manger from
the 2017 and 2018 EMS/Ambu-
lance and Health Department
personnel budgets in order to
obtain the billing services from
a 3rd party vendor.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

Move to approve the selec-
tion of OMNI EMS Billing
Company as the provider of the
3rd party vendor EMS/Ambu-
lance Services billing.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

17. 2018 Budget Work Ses-
sion

Volanti reviewed the 2018 in-
surance and consultant items
for consideration.

Robison presented the Eco-
nomic Development and appro-
priations request.

Move to include a 4% in-
crease in the employer portion
of the employee health insur-
ance plan.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

The Board agreed by consen-
sus to not budget funds in 2018
for Insurance Consultant fees.

Move to budget $35,000 for
a Riley County Classification
and Compensation Study, with
McGrath Consulting, for 2018.

RESULT: ADOPTED
[UNANIMOUS]

AYES: Wells, Wilson, Ro-
driguez

11:32 AM  Adjournment

Riley County Commission Minutes

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ Wes-
tar Energy and Great Plains En-
ergy announced a renegotiated
deal Monday that company
leaders are calling a “merger of
equals” involving no debt and
no cash exchange.

They’re hopeful the stock-
for-stock deal will meet the
stringent requirements of the
Kansas Corporation Commis-
sion, which in April refused to
approve GPE’s purchase of
Westar, citing multiple con-
cerns, not the least of which
was the amount of debt GPE
was taking on to buy Westar in
a transaction valued at $12.2
billion.

Now, said Westar CEO Mark
Ruelle, “neither company is
buying the other.”

Instead, the two will merge to
create a new holding company,
as yet unnamed, in a deal with
a combined equity value of $14
billion. Westar will own 52.5
percent of the combined com-
pany, with GPE owning 47.5
percent.

Part of the deal includes a
$50 million rate credit that will
be given to retail customers of

both companies when the trans-
action closes, which is expected
to be in the first half of 2018.

The credit is meant to reflect
the two companies’ confidence
in the transaction and will offer
an immediate benefit to cus-
tomers, leaders said. At this
point in the process, a Westar
official said they could not de-
termine the dollar amount of
that rebate for the average resi-
dential customer.

That rebate also addresses
some of KCC’s concerns that
the merger show quantifiable
benefits for customers.

Corporate headquarters
would be in Kansas City, Mo.,
but as part of the deal, Topeka
will host an operating head-
quarters with a commitment to
maintaining 500 positions there
for five years, Ruelle said.

Those jobs will be “head-
quarter-type” positions, such as
engineers and top administra-
tors, he said. Under the previ-
ous deal, there were concerns
the companies would put lower-
paying positions in downtown
Topeka, hurting the company’s
economic impact.

Westar, Great Plains announce
new plans for $14B merger
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PALCO, Kan. (AP) _ U.S.
Sen. Jerry Moran briefly made
a tiny western Kansas town the
focus of a roiling national de-
bate on overhauling health care
last week by holding a town
hall meeting that attracted
dozens of out-of-area visitors
and a gaggle of state and na-
tional reporters.

The event felt out of place in
a county where President Don-
ald Trump received 84 percent
of the vote in last year's elec-
tion. Thanks largely to the vis-
itors, Moran faced tough
questions about GOP efforts to
repeal and replace the Afford-

able Care Act, with some audi-
ence members espousing liberal
Democratic presidential candi-
date Bernie Sanders' ``Medicare
for all'' position.

A few of Palco's residents
welcomed the burst of attention,
at least initially. The 2016 cen-
sus estimate puts its population
at 278. It's about 270 miles west
of Kansas City, off of a two-
lane state highway in a rolling
Smoky Hills landscape dotted
with farms and oil pumpjacks.

``A majority of Kansans
haven't even heard of Palco,''
Ashley Kuhn, director of Main
Street day care center, after de-

claring the attention ``awe-
some.''

Kuhn paused to watch a Lin-
coln SUV roll by, its front grill
and back window festooned
with patriotic bunting, and dis-
playing stickers for ride-sharing
service Uber. A driver was
bringing a reporter to the youth
center down the street.

``That is the first time we've
ever seen an Uber driver in
Palco,'' Kuhn said.

About 150 people tried to
pack into room set up to seat 65
people, with reporters setting up
laptops in an adjacent kitchen.

Many in the crowd were crit-

ics of Republican health care
proposals, there to pressure
Moran into sticking to his oppo-
sition to the current Senate GOP
plan. Planned Parenthood had a
contingent wearing pink shirts,
and some of the outsiders came
from as far away as the Kansas
City area.

At least a few local residents
complained about the interlop-
ers, including on social media,
finding them rude. At one point,
a college anti-abortion activist
was shouted down by more lib-
eral crowd members while ask-
ing a question.

Former state Rep. Travis

Couture-Lovelady, a conserva-
tive Republican from Palco,
said in the past, local town halls
have been ``more like sitting
around the kitchen table.'' He
said last week's event didn't rep-
resent area views.

``It doesn't mean Palco,
Kansas, suddenly flipped on
Trump,'' Couture-Lovelady
said.

Yet local residents also have
concerns about increasing in-
surance premiums, co-pay-
ments and deductibles and
worry about how a new federal
law would affect the 20-bed
public hospital in Plainville, 14

miles east. Moran grew up in
Plainville, a fact noted by a
highway sign at the south city
limits.

The senator said he's had four
previous town hall meetings in
Palco and that people in small
communities deserve to interact
with elected officials, too.

``For the folks in Palco, if
you find this disturbing, I'm
sorry,'' Moran said in opening
the meeting. ``To those who
traveled large and small dis-
tances to come to Palco, wel-
come to this part of Kansas.'' 

Tiny Kansas town briefly becomes focus of health care debate

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) _
The University of Missouri-
Kansas City and the University
of Kansas have joined a grow-
ing list of colleges that are set-
ting aside housing for students
who don't identify with a spe-
cific gender.

The two universities each
have assigned housing for more
than 20 students who might be
transgender, transitioning from

their birth gender or who don't
fit into the traditional idea of
male or female roles. More than
200 universities across the
country have made similar
arrangements, The Kansas City
Star reported.

Supporters say the changes
make those students comfort-
able with dorm life.

John Roberts, a former Mis-
souri-Kansas City resident as-

sistant, belonged to Delta
Lambda Phi, a fraternity
founded by gay men that also
embraces bisexual and trans-
gender men. He said he saw ha-
rassment and intolerance for
transgender students while
working at Johnson Hall at Mis-
souri-Kansas City.

``I (saw) some things that
were treated a little more lax
than they should have been.''

Roberts said. ``I feel like that
housing could have been more
integrated, strove for a little
more.''

Even some conservative
groups, which have pushed bills
to govern which bathroom
transgender people can use, say
setting aside special transgen-
der suites shields students who
don't want transgender room-
mates.

Eric Teetsel, president of the
Family Policy Alliance of
Kansas, said creating what is
called ̀ `gender-inclusive'' hous-
ing is better than opening all
dorms to students with various
gender identities.

``Assigning all rooms on the
basis of gender identity would
be a violation of the privacy
rights of students,'' Teetsel said.
``No one is arguing that people
who identify with an opposite
gender of their biological sex
are predatory. But when applied
to the public at large, somebody
could take advantage of this.''

However, Phillip Cosby, a
lobbyist and director of Ameri-
can Family Association of
Kansas & Missouri, said the
trend is driven by what he calls
``gender confusion'' and he
wonders why state universities
make special accommodations.

``The whole subject of trans-
gender is gender confusion,''
Cosby said. ̀ `It's not a scientific
reality, not a biological reality,
but it's an emotional feeling.''

The University Missouri-
Kansas City will expand hous-
ing in all four residence areas,
while the University of Kansas
plans to open an entire wing of
Lewis Hall to gender-inclusive
housing in the fall. Both offer
suites as an option, where two
rooms are joined by a middle
bathroom.

Katie Garey, associate direc-
tor for Residential Life at Mis-
souri-Kansas City, said she
wants student input to help con-
tinue development of gender-
inclusive housing in the future.
She said every student who is
interested in the living options
will have a place to live this
fall. The school currently has no
wait list.

Kansas has a small wait list
for the wing in Lewis Hall but
no immediate plans to expand
the gender inclusive housing,
said director of housing Diana
Robertson.

Kansas City-area universities add gender-inclusive housing

cer? If so, you and your family

may be entitled to a substantial

financial award. We can help

you get cash quick! Call 24/7:

855-510-4274

Misc.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  No

deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-

gen One G4 is only 2.8

pounds!  FAA approved! FREE

info kit:  844-359-3973

Misc.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are

you behind paying your

MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan

Modification? Is the bank

threatening foreclosure?

CALL Homeowner’s Relief

Line now for Help!  855-401-

4513

Misc.

Updating your bathroom

does not have to be expensive

or take weeks to complete.

BathWraps makes it easy. Call

855-324-2317 today for a free

in home consultation.

Misc.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV.

From $50/Month, includes

FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3

months HBO, SHOWTIME,

CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get a

$50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-

1682 (Mon-Fri 8am-9pm CT)

Misc.

Adoption

FUN-LOVING COUPLE

WILL Cherish and Love Your

Baby Unconditionally While

Providing a Secure Environ-

ment. Expenses Paid. Call/Text

Jaimie and Brian Anytime.

631-388-0316. www.jaimie-

andbrianadopt.com

Adoption

ADOPTION - Happily mar-

ried couple wish to adopt new-

born. Will provide warmth,

love and security. Expenses

Paid. Call or Text Penny and

Eric anytime 262-PE-ADOPT

Farm Equipment

GOT LAND? Our Hunters

will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your

land. Call for a Free info packet

& Quote. 1-866-309-1507

www.BaseCampLeasing.com

Financial

Do you owe over $10,000 to

the IRS or State in back

taxes?  Our firm works to re-

duce the tax bill or zero it out

completely FAST. Call now

866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale

40’ Grade A Steel

Cargo  Containers $1650.00 in

KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon

Ks.  20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also

available  Call 785 655 9430 or

go online

to Chuckhenry.com  for pric-

ing, availability & Freight esti-

mates.

Help Wanted

Part Time - Flexible Sched-

ule. Local Sales Representative

needed to call on school li-

braries representing major pub-

lishing companies.

Commission and bonus. For

details call Chuck at 303-257-

2320

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Convoy Systems is hiring

Class A drivers to run from

Kansas City to the west coast.

Home Weekly! Great Benefits!

www.convoysystems.com Call

Tina ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303

1-800-926-6869.

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

CHARITY.  Receive maximum

value of write off for your

taxes.  Running or not!  All

conditions accepted.  Free

pickup.  Call for details. 844-

268-9386

Misc.

LIVING WITH KNEE OR

BACK PAIN?  Medicare recip-

ients may qualify to receive a

pain relieving brace at little or

no cost.  Call now! 855-796-

7301

Misc.

Diagnosed with Mesothe-

lioma or Asbestos Lung Can-

Classifieds
FAST Internet! HughesNet

Satellite Internet.  High-

Speed.  Available

Anywhere!  Speeds to 25

mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.

Call for Limited Time

Price!  877-578-8005 (Mon-Fri

8am-8pm CT)

Misc.

SAVE ON YOUR

MEDICARE SUPPLE-

MENT!  FREE QUOTES from

top providers.  Excellent cover-

age.  Call for a no obligation

quote to see how much you can

save!  855-587-1299

Misc.

VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! There’s a cheaper al-

ternative than high drugstore

prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL

$99.00 FREE Shipping!  100%

guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855-

850-3904

Sporting Goods

GUN SHOW  JULY 15-16

SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3 WI-

CHITA CENTURY II EXPO

HALL (225 W DOUGLAS

AVE) Free Shuttle Service

from  Lawrence-Dumont Sta-

dium 300 S Sycamore St, west

lot only INFO: (563) 927-8176

www.rkshows.com
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040
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With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Optical Perspectives
We’ve MMoved tto oour NNew LLocation

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

TTTaayy lloorr ’’ss     FFaammii llyy     HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday  Thru  Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or MarianneSee Faye Taylor or Angela Wilson

Fun Page tooFun Page too
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MANHATTAN, Kan. –
Kansas State senior quarterback
Jesse Ertz and junior defensive
back D.J. Reed were named to
the 2017 preseason watch lists
for the Maxwell and Bednarik
awards, respectively, the
Maxwell Football Club an-
nounced Monday.

The honors are the first of
each player’s career. Ertz is the
first Wildcat to be up for the
Maxwell Award, given to the
College Player of the Year,
since 2014 when quarterback
Jake Waters was one of 20
semifinalists and Tyler Lockett
was a preseason candidate.
Reed’s inclusion on the Bed-
narik Award marks the sixth-
straight season a Wildcat has
been a candidate for the College
Defensive Player of the Year.

Ertz, the MVP of the 2016
Texas Bowl, was one of three
quarterbacks in school history
to rush for 1,000 yards (1,012)
and throw for 1,500 yards
(1,755), while he was one of
only four in the nation a year
ago to accomplish the feat. He
recorded the school’s 15th
1,000-yard rushing season,
while he was the third-fastest
player in school history to reach
1,000 rushing yards.

A product of Burlington,
Iowa, Ertz enters his senior
campaign holding the school’s
career record for lowest inter-
ception percentage (1.52 per-
cent), ranked fourth in 100-yard
rushing games among quarter-
backs (3) and fifth in career
rushing yards among quarter-
backs (1,063).

Reed, a community-college
transfer from Cerritos College,
picked up 2016 Big 12 Defen-
sive Newcomer of the Year
honors from the league’s
coaches after tying for second
on the team with 75 tackles to
go along with three intercep-
tions and a Big 12-leading 19
passes defended. A First Team
All-Big 12 pick, Reed tied for
third in school history and fifth
nationally during the 2016 sea-
son in passes defended. He also
tied for team-high honors with
three interceptions, a mark that
tied for seventh in the Big 12.

The Wildcats open their
seven-game home slate and the
2017 season with the ninth-an-
nual K-State Family Reunion
on Saturday, September 2,
against Central Arkansas. As K-

Ertz, Reed Earn Spots on Preseason Watch Lists

State draws nearer to running
its consecutive sellout streak to
40 games, tickets can be pur-

chased through the K-State Ath-
letics Ticket office online at
www.k-statesports.com/tickets,

by phone at 1-800-221-CATS
or at the main ticket office in-
side Bramlage Coliseum.

MANHATTAN, Kan. – For

the first time since 2009, a

Kansas State tight end is a can-

didate for the John Mackey

Award as Dayton Valentine

earned a spot on the 2017 pre-

season watch list, the organiza-

tion announced Tuesday.

Additionally, center Reid Na-

jvar was named to the Riming-

ton Trophy watch list after

being placed on the award’s

spring watch list in May.

Valentine, a product of Bald-

win City, Kansas, is just the

third Wildcat to be a candidate

for the John Mackey Award,

following 2004 preseason can-

didate Brian Casey and 2009

midseason candidate Jeron

Mastrud. Najvar’s mention for

the Rimington Trophy is the

eighth by a Wildcat and seventh

since 2010. B.J. Finney was a

candidate in 2012 and 2013 be-

fore being a finalist as a senior

in 2014. Nick Leckey was also

a finalist during his senior cam-

paign in 2003, while other pre-

vious K-State candidates

include Jordan Bedore (2008),

Wade Weibert (2010) and Dal-

ton Risner (2016).

Both Valentine and Najvar

were Honorable Mention All-

Big 12 picks by the league’s

coaches in 2016 after starting

all 13 games and helping lead

the Wildcats to a 9-4 record and

a victory in the Texas Bowl.

The duo played a significant

part in K-State’s run-blocking

unit that set the school record

for rushing yards per carry

(5.27), rank third in school his-

tory in total rushing yards

(3,013) and rushing yards per

game (231.8), and seventh in

rushing touchdowns (39). K-

State’s 39 rushing scores ranked

sixth in the nation last year, the

first time the Wildcats ranked in

the top 10 since 2012.

The Wildcats open their

seven-game home slate and the

2017 season with the ninth-an-

nual K-State Family Reunion

on Saturday, September 2,

against Central Arkansas. As K-

State draws nearer to running

Valentine, Najvar Garner Preseason Watch List Honors

its consecutive sellout streak to

40 games, tickets can be pur-

chased through the K-State Ath-

letics Ticket office online at

www.k-statesports.com/tickets,

by phone at 1-800-221-CATS

or at the main ticket office in-

side Bramlage Coliseum.

By Mac Stevenson
You have to judge trappers by the

hides on their walls. Manager Ned
Yost of the Kansas City Royals ha-
soften been criticized”sometimes jus-
tifiably and sometimes not”for his
handling of Kansas City’s major
league ballclub.

Regardless of how you feel about
Yost’s managerial ability, one facet of
his expertise is above reproach: Yost is
a master at handling his pitching staff.
Ned Yost has the instinct of knowing
when to leave a starting pitcher in for
an extra inning and when to bring in a
reliever; he’s not perfect in this aspect
of managing, but Yost is correct in his
moves far more often than not.

On May 7, the Royals had a 10-20
record and many KC fans were ready
to call it a season and move on to other
entertainment. Kansas City was awful
and their hitters were particularly in-
competent; they looked like they had
skipped batting practice during spring
training. But that changed.

KC had a remarkable June and
they’re off to a decent start in July.
Through the Saturday game (July 8),
the Royals had a W-L record of 44-42

and they were 3 games behind Cleve-
land in the American League Central
race. That’s a position no one expected
after the substandard start.

KC’s players  particularly the estab-
lished veterans never lost faith in their

ability to compete for the playoffs.
Eric Hosmer (1B), Mike Moussakas
(3B), Alcides Escoba (SS), Lorenzo
Cain (CD), and Jason Vargas (P) all
become eligible for free agency at the
end of the season. These guys, along
with Salvy Perez (C) and Alex Gordon
(LEFT), played in the 2014 and 2015
World Series winning the latter.
They’re a close-knit group and they’ve
decided to make 2017 a special Last
Hurrah for themselves and the fans
that have supported them through thick
and thin in Kansas City.

It’s obvious the players respect and
like Ned Yost as their manager”they
wouldn’t play as hard as they do if that
wasn’t true. 

Considering the aforementioned
five free-agents-to-be, what does the
future look like for Kansas City?
That’s difficult to determine because
very few people know how owner
David Glass has decided to handle
such a complicated issue.

The guess here is that Glass has in-
structed GM Dayton Moore to keep
one or two of the free agents probably
just one since he’s already signed Alex
Gordon to a long-term and costly con-

tract. Hosmer and Moustakas are the
likely front runners that KC might try
and sign to expensive contracts. But
that might not happen. Both would
come with very high price tags; Glass
might have Moore try to sign Cain or
Escobar and let the others go.

You can just about eliminate Vargas
as he’s 34 years old and nearing the
end of his career. Through July 8,
Hosmer led KC in hitting at .312 with
40 RBIs and Moustakas had a .275 av-
erage with 25 home runs and 54 RBIs.
It’s pure speculation, but Hosmer will
probably be the first choice for a lu-
crative contract; he’ll be less expen-
sive than Moustakas.

In any event, KC is probably going
to go to spring training in 2018 with-
out Cain, Escobar, Moustakas, and
Vargas. Don’t underestimate what a
blow it will be if Cain is lost as the
center fielder; he’s exceptional on de-
fense and a major league hitter.

Raul Mondesi is having a superb
season at Omaha and he will probably
replace Escobar as the shortstop. But
Escobar has been steady in the big
games during the last several seasons
and he’ll be missed. It’s anyone’s

guess who would replace Moustakas,
but it will be a big-time downgrade.

Next year is next year. KCâ€™s
fans had best enjoy 2017 to the fullest,
because it might be the last superlative
season for a while. Right now, KC is
in the thick of an exciting pennant race
in the American League Central Divi-
sion. And six weeks ago, no one ex-
pected the Royals to be in contention. 

Kansas City’s hitting has improved
significantly; if that continues, the
Royals will be in contention for the
playoffs right to the end. The veterans
are playing winning baseball and
itâ€™s obvious that the camaraderie
on the team is at a high level. These
guys have been together through the
good and bad times and they don’t
want it to end on a bad note.

Manager Yost is nursing the pitch-
ing staff through the tough games and
KC keeps hanging on. That could
change, but the Royals have been
rollin’. They still have a terrific de-
fense and that wins close games.

Ned Yost has room for one more
splendid pelt on his wall.

Sports Potpourri by Mac Stevenson

By Mac Stevenson
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