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(Editor’s Note: 
Move over Kansas City, the

Manhattan, Ks City officials
want to be just like you and
bring in big sporting events
and make lots of money.

But in doing so Manhattan
must give up the local sporting
events and turn the facilities
into the top of the line, sporting
weekend. Where everyone
makes money and everyone
will want to play in Manhattan
because they have the best.

Oh! Yes! It will cost a lot of
money and the local children
will not be playing on the felds
or on the courts. We will need
to keep them for the week end
tournaments. You know, like
we do at Annenberg Park. Just
try and get on the baseball dia-
mond and hit ground balls to
your son.

The new Sports Complexes
will be the same.)

Here are some of the many
points that Visibility Sports
Marketing made to the City
Commission two weeks ago):

The economic impact of the
sports events marketplace in-
creased by 9.6% in 2015.

Spending per athlete, per
event, averaged $867 in 2015.
The average economic impact
per event in 2015 was $250,675
(no multiplier used).

45% of destination officials
have opened or expanded sports
venues in 2015. Multipurpose
fields, baseball, and softball are
the most common new venues.
Venues for sports such as gym-
nastics, volleyball, pickleball,
kickball, various mat sports,
cheerleading and dance are also
seeing an increase.

Kids are moving to less
mainstream sports such as
lacrosse, rugby, cycling and
competitive swimming.

The sport industry’s largest
participation group is Gen Y, or
Millennials (born 1980-1999).
Outdoor and team sports are
their preferred activities. Pre-
ferred outdoor sports competi-
tions include cycling, Frisbee,
running events and flag foot-
ball.

(Sports Events Magazine An-
nual Report)

Manhattan’s Competition
Facilities

Facility Categorization:
VSM categorized Manhattan’s
sports facilities into three levels
or types based on their ability to
host competitive events.

1. Competition Facilities–are
tournament quality venues,
have multiple playing surfaces
(clusters), tournament amenities

and the capacity to host
medium to large events that at-
tract “out of town participants
and measurable economic im-
pact. Competition facilities also
more effectively and efficiently
serve local citizens, groups and
league play.

2. Stadium or Championship
Facilities–are typicallyvenues
withonevery high quality play-
ing surface, significant specta-
tor capacity and premier
tournament amenities.

3. Ancillary Facilities–are
usually venues that lack the
quality and quantity of playing
surfaces to serve as primary
Competition Facilities. Low
Level Ancillary Facilitiesare
not marketable tournament as-
sets for a destination, and usu-
ally need significant upgrades
and tournament amenities.

Outdoor Facilities
Frank Anneberg Park: One of

Manhattan’s most impressive
sports and recreation venues
and a showpiece for the area.

(Editor’s Note: But you
can’t play there.)

Twin Oaks and Colley Com-
plexes: Although the fields are
set-up for adult softball; the
complex can easily accommo-
date girls fast-pitch softballand
youth baseball tournaments. Six
total.

• Facility Category: Compe-
tition. Primary Target Markets:
Youth Softball, Adult Softball
and Youth Baseball.

Manhattan Soccer Complex:
The four primary fields were in
“relatively” good shape but
could use some turf improve-
ment for championship level
events. The two overflow fields
are an asset, but need work.

• Facility Category: Compe-
tition. Primary Target Markets:
Soccer, Rugby, Lacrosse, Field
Hockey, Flag and Tackle Foot-

ball.
• Consider more sport inclu-

sive facility name.

Manhattan’s Competition
FacilitiesOutdoor Facilities

CICO Park:
Lud Fiser Youth Sports Com-

plex: This complex features five
skinned in-fields and a variety
of field surfaces, definitely lim-
iting the ability to host champi-
onship events.

• Facility Category: Ancillary
(low level). Primary Target
Markets:Youth Baseball and
Youth Softball.

• VSM believes that this park
has “tremendous potential” as a
tournament venue, but only
with an investment in a compre-
hensive redesign and infrastruc-
ture improvements.

Bishop Stadium –Track and
Field: With its all-weather
track, synthetic turf field and
seating for more than 4,000,
this facility and the accompany-
ing CiCo Park amenities have
the potential to host track and
field, cross country, cheerlead-
ing, major championship finals
and numerous non-sporting
events including, drum and
bugle corps and flag line events.

• Facility Category: Compe-
tition. Primary Target Markets:
Track and Field, Endurance
Sports

City Park: VSM observed the
entry monuments, historical
significance and amenities, col-
lectively making this park aes-
thetically beautiful, but…

Wilson, Baker and Miller
Fields: Similar to CiCo Park,
this complex has the potential
to be used as an overflow facil-
ity for youth baseball and girls
fast pitch softball, but not a pri-
mary host site for medium sized

events unless numerous addi-
tions and upgrades are made.

• Facility Category: Ancillary
(low level). Primary Target
Markets: Youth Baseball and
Girls Fastpitch Softball.

City Park Pool: A wonderful
recreational facility with limited
event capabilities. The 50 meter
pool is an asset but needs com-
petitive amenities and it should
be enclosed to be attractive in
the year round swimming meet
marketplace.

(Editor’s Note: $10 million
doesn’t show well when you
want to bring in the big
spenders.)

• Facility Category: Compe-
tition (limited). Primary Target
Markets: Swimming and vari-
ous other aquatic disciplines.

Tennis Courts: Playing sur-
faces, spectator seating and re-
lated amenities aside, the
quantity of courts limits this fa-
cility to very small locally
based competitive events. 10-12
courts are needed to host both
local league play and champi-
onship events that can produce
significant economic impact.

• Facility Category: Ancil-
lary. Primary Target Markets:
Tennis and Pickleball.

VSM believes that the entire
park has “tremendous poten-
tial” as a tournament venue, but
only with an investment in
comprehensive redesign and in-
frastructure development.

(Editor’s Note: “Invest-
ment” what is that? Do they
mean more money? We are
$280 million in debt now.)

Indoor competition facilities
include gymnasiums and multi-
purpose facilities (open space)
with acceptable flooring, ceil-
ing height, scoreboards and re-
lated event amenities.

Manhattan has a few publi-
cally owned indoor facilities in-
cluding City Auditorium,
Community House, Douglass
Center and several USD 383
gymnasiums.

Collectively they comprise
enough floor space to host
small events.

Event rights holders typically
require multiple courts (six or
more), or approximately 45,000
square feet of playing surface,
which are located in one com-
plex.

Championship events with
lower numbers of participants
but high spectator numbers can
be held at “Stadium” facilities
like Bramlage Coliseum and
Ahearn Fieldhouse.

For satisfying both citizen
demand and tournament play
with large numbers of teams,
VSM highly recommends tack-
ling this supply side deficit as
soon as possible.

A centralized facility with a
minimum of six basketball size
courts (12 volleyball courts)
and versatile enough to accom-
modate other indoor sports dis-
ciplines would provide a
practical and cost effective in-
vestment for Manhattan.

Creating the Match-Dri-
ving Demand

Securing and successfully
hosting sporting events de-
mands much more than submit-
ting bids and “hoping they will
come”.

The Best Match and Generat-
ing Maximum Impact: VSM
recommends that MKCVB
focus on both “Volume” and
“Yield” when targeting specific
sports and events.

Volume refers to the quantity
of teams, participants and spec-
tators.

Yield refers to the average
spend of participants and spec-
tators.

The Age and Gender of atten-
dees factor in to the total impact
that specific sports have on a
destination.

Local Participation,
Leagues and Officials:

All United States Olympic
Committee (USOC) governing
bodies, sports event organiza-
tions and manufacturers strive
to grow the base tier, that’s
where the money is and the fu-
ture success of the sports indus-
try rests.

Local participants, leagues,
clubs and officials are a critical
component for recruiting and
hosting events; it’s very diffi-
cult to be successful without
them.

Manhattan’s sports tourism
events are primarily at the
Local and Regional levels, it’s
what matches the area’s current
infrastructure .

Eisenhower Baseball Com-
plex: Excellent quality. Unfor-
tunately, the quantityof fields in
one location limits the use of
this quality facility to an over-
flow tournament venue.

• Facility Category: Ancil-
lary. Primary Target Markets:
Baseball and Adult Softball

Fairmont Park: With the ex-
ception of the 18 hole disc golf
track, this 100 acre park has lit-
tle current tournament useful-
ness. VSM believes a
multi-purpose (soccer, rugby,
field hockey, etc.) venue could
easily fit on the existing prop-
erty and would complement
Manhattan’s portfolio of tour-
nament venues. Because of the
park’s proximity to the Kansas
River, and the existing canoe
launch, dog park and disc golf
track, this park has potential to
serve as an effective venue for
outdoor competitive sports.
Cross country and endurance
sports would require very minor
changes and have the potential
to provide excellent returns.

Summary and 
RecommendationsVenues

Competition Quality Venues
are Critical.

Facility quality is critical,
particularly the quality of play-
ing surfaces. Manhattan needs a
major upgrade to the quality of
its existing facilities to be com-
petitive.

(Editor’s Note: “Major Up-
grade” what does that mean?
Oh! More Money)

Competition amenities (for
both events and league play)
like scoreboards, fencing,
dugouts, spectator seating,
lighting, practice/warm-up
areas, restrooms, adequate
parking and much more, will
make the difference between
securing events or losing them
to a competing destination.

Focus on developing facility
clusters for similar sports disci-
plines.

A wide dispersion of venues
significantly impacts profitabil-
ity and operational logistics for
event rights holders.

�

City Commission Hears From Sports Marketer
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The National Archives
Note: The following text is a

transcription of the Stone En-

graving of the parchment Dec-

laration of Independence (the

document on display in the Ro-

tunda at the National Archives

Museum.) The spelling and

punctuation reflects the origi-

nal.

In Congress, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration

of the thirteen united States of

America, When in the Course

of human events, it becomes

necessary for one people to dis-

solve the political bands which

have connected them with an-

other, and to assume among the

powers of the earth, the separate

and equal station to which the

Laws of Nature and of Nature’s

God entitle them, a decent re-

spect to the opinions of

mankind requires that they

should declare the causes which

impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be

self-evident, that all men are

created equal, that they are en-

dowed by their Creator with

certain unalienable Rights, that

among these are Life, Liberty

and the pursuit of Happiness.—

That to secure these rights,

Governments are instituted

among Men, deriving their just

powers from the consent of the

governed, —That whenever

any Form of Government be-

comes destructive of these ends,

it is the Right of the People to

alter or to abolish it, and to in-

stitute new Government, laying

its foundation on such princi-

ples and organizing its powers

in such form, as to them shall

seem most likely to effect their

Safety and Happiness. Pru-

dence, indeed, will dictate that

Governments long established

should not be changed for light

and transient causes; and ac-

cordingly all experience hath

shewn, that mankind are more

disposed to suffer, while evils

are sufferable, than to right

themselves by abolishing the

forms to which they are accus-

tomed. But when a long train of

abuses and usurpations, pursu-

ing invariably the same Object

evinces a design to reduce them

under absolute Despotism, it is

their right, it is their duty, to

throw off such Government,

and to provide new Guards for

their future security.—Such has

been the patient sufferance of

these Colonies; and such is now

the necessity which constrains

them to alter their former Sys-

tems of Government. The his-

tory of the present King of

Great Britain is a history of re-

peated injuries and usurpations,

all having in direct object the

establishment of an absolute

Tyranny over these States. To

prove this, let Facts be submit-

ted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to

Laws, the most wholesome and

necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Gover-

nors to pass Laws of immediate

and pressing importance, unless

suspended in their operation till

his Assent should be obtained;

and when so suspended, he has

utterly neglected to attend to

them.

He has refused to pass other

Laws for the accommodation of

large districts of people, unless

those people would relinquish

the right of Representation in

the Legislature, a right ines-

timable to them and formidable

to tyrants only.

He has called together leg-

islative bodies at places un-

usual, uncomfortable, and

distant from the depository of

their public Records, for the

sole purpose of fatiguing them

into compliance with his meas-

ures.

He has dissolved Representa-

tive Houses repeatedly, for op-

posing with manly firmness his

invasions on the rights of the

people.

He has refused for a long

time, after such dissolutions, to

cause others to be elected;

whereby the Legislative pow-

ers, incapable of Annihilation,

have returned to the People at

large for their exercise; the

State remaining in the mean

time exposed to all the dangers

of invasion from without, and

convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to pre-

vent the population of these

States; for that purpose ob-

structing the Laws for Natural-

ization of Foreigners; refusing

to pass others to encourage their

migrations hither, and raising

the conditions of new Appropri-

ations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Ad-

ministration of Justice, by re-

fusing his Assent to Laws for

establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges depend-

ent on his Will alone, for the

tenure of their offices, and the

amount and payment of their

salaries.

He has erected a multitude of

New Offices, and sent hither

swarms of Officers to harrass

our people, and eat out their

substance. 

He has kept among us, in

times of peace, Standing

Armies without the Consent of

our legislatures.

He has affected to render the

Military independent of and su-

perior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others

to subject us to a jurisdiction

foreign to our constitution, and

unacknowledged by our laws;

giving his Assent to their Acts

of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies

of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a

mock Trial, from punishment

for any Murders which they

should commit on the Inhabi-

tants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade

with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us

without our Consent:

For depriving us in many

cases, of the benefits of Trial by

Jury:

For transporting us beyond

Seas to be tried for pretended

offences

For abolishing the free Sys-

tem of English Laws in a neigh-

bouring Province, establishing

therein an Arbitrary govern-

ment, and enlarging its Bound-

aries so as to render it at once

an example and fit instrument

for introducing the same ab-

solute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Char-

ters, abolishing our most valu-

able Laws, and altering

fundamentally the Forms of our

Governments:

For suspending our own Leg-

islatures, and declaring them-

selves invested with power to

legislate for us in all cases

whatsoever.

He has abdicated Govern-

ment here, by declaring us out

of his Protection and waging

War against us.

He has plundered our seas,

ravaged our Coasts, burnt our

towns, and destroyed the lives

of our people.

He is at this time transporting

large Armies of foreign Merce-

naries to compleat the works of

death, desolation and tyranny,

already begun with circum-

stances of Cruelty & perfidy

scarcely paralleled in the most

barbarous ages, and totally un-

worthy the Head of a civilized

nation.

He has constrained our fel-

low Citizens taken Captive on

the high Seas to bear Arms

against their Country, to be-

come the executioners of their

friends and Brethren, or to fall

themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic in-

surrections amongst us, and has

endeavoured to bring on the in-

habitants of our frontiers, the

merciless Indian Savages,

whose known rule of warfare, is

an undistinguished destruction

of all ages, sexes and condi-

tions.

In every stage of these Op-

pressions We have Petitioned

for Redress in the most humble

terms: Our repeated Petitions

have been answered only by re-

peated injury. A Prince whose

character is thus marked by

every act which may define a

Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of

a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in

attentions to our Brittish

brethren. We have warned them

from time to time of attempts

by their legislature to extend an

unwarrantable jurisdiction over

us. We have reminded them of

the circumstances of our emi-

gration and settlement here. We

have appealed to their native

justice and magnanimity, and

we have conjured them by the

ties of our common kindred to

disavow these usurpations,

which, would inevitably inter-

rupt our connections and corre-

spondence. They too have been

deaf to the voice of justice and

of consanguinity. We must,

therefore, acquiesce in the ne-

cessity, which denounces our

Separation, and hold them, as

we hold the rest of mankind,

Enemies in War, in Peace

Friends.

We, therefore, the Represen-

tatives of the united States of

America, in General Congress,

Assembled, appealing to the

Supreme Judge of the world for

the rectitude of our intentions,

do, in the Name, and by Author-

ity of the good People of these

Colonies, solemnly publish and

declare, That these United

Colonies are, and of Right

ought to be Free and Independ-

ent States; that they are Ab-

solved from all Allegiance to

the British Crown, and that all

political connection between

them and the State of Great

Britain, is and ought to be to-

tally dissolved; and that as Free

and Independent States, they

have full Power to levy War,

conclude Peace, contract Al-

liances, establish Commerce,

and to do all other Acts and

Things which Independent

States may of right do. And for

the support of this Declaration,

with a firm reliance on the pro-

tection of divine Providence,

we mutually pledge to each

other our Lives, our Fortunes

and our sacred Honor. 

Declaration of Independence: A Transcription
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The U.S. Constitution estab-

lished America’s national gov-

ernment and fundamental laws,

and guaranteed certain basic

rights for its citizens. It was

signed on September 17, 1787,

by delegates to the Constitu-

tional Convention in Philadel-

phia, presided over by George

Washington. Under America’s

first governing document, the

Articles of Confederation, the

national government was weak

and states operated like inde-

pendent countries. At the 1787

convention, delegates devised a

plan for a stronger federal gov-

ernment with three branches–

executive, legislative and

judicial–along with a system of

checks and balances to ensure

no single branch would have

too much power. The Bill of

Rights–10 amendments guaran-

teeing basic individual protec-

tions such as freedom of speech

and religion–became part of the

Constitution in 1791. To date,

there have been a total of 27

constitutional amendments.

The Need for a New Consti-

tution 

America’s first constitution,

the Articles of Confederation,

was ratified in 1781, a time

when the nation was a loose

confederation of states, each

operating like independent

countries. The national govern-

ment was comprised of a single

legislature, the Congress of the

Confederation; there was no

president or judicial branch.

The Articles of Confederation

gave Congress the power to

govern foreign affairs, conduct

war and regulate currency;

however, in reality these pow-

ers were sharply limited be-

cause Congress had no

authority to enforce its requests

to the states for money or

troops.

Did You Know?

George Washington was ini-

tially reluctant to attend the

Constitutional Convention. Al-

though he saw the need for a

stronger national government,

he was busy managing his es-

tate at Mount Vernon, suffering

from rheumatism and worried

that the convention wouldn’t be

successful in achieving its

goals.

Soon after America won its

independence from Great

Britain with its 1783 victory in

the American Revolution, it be-

came increasingly evident that

the young republic needed a

stronger central government in

order to remain stable. In 1786,

Alexander Hamilton (1757-

1804), a lawyer and politician

from New York, called for a

constitutional convention to

discuss the matter. The Confed-

eration Congress, which in Feb-

ruary 1787 endorsed the idea,

invited all 13 states to send del-

egates to a meeting in Philadel-

phia.

Forming a More Perfect

Union 

On May 25, 1787, the Con-

stitutional Convention opened

in Philadelphia at the Pennsyl-

vania State House, now known

as Independence Hall, where

the Declaration of Independ-

ence had been adopted 11 years

earlier. There were 55 delegates

in attendance, representing all

13 states except Rhode Island,

which refused to send represen-

tatives because it did not want a

powerful central government

interfering in its economic busi-

ness. George Washington,

who’d become a national hero

after leading the Continental

Army to victory during the

American Revolution, was se-

lected as president of the con-

vention by unanimous vote.

The delegates (who also be-

came known as the “framers” of

the Constitution) were a well-

educated group that included

merchants, farmers, bankers

and lawyers. Many had served

in the Continental Army, colo-

nial legislatures or the Conti-

nental Congress (known as the

Congress of the Confederation

as of 1781). In terms of reli-

gious affiliation, most were

Protestants. Eight delegates

were signers of the Declaration

of Independence, while six had

signed the Articles of Confeder-

ation.

At age 81, Pennsylvania’s

Benjamin Franklin (1706-90)

was the oldest delegate, while

the majority of the delegates

were in their 30s and 40s. Polit-

ical leaders not in attendance at

the convention included

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)

and John Adams (1735-1826),

who were serving as U.S. am-

bassadors in Europe. John Jay

(1745-1829), Samuel Adams

(1722-1803) and John Hancock

(1737-93) were also absent

from the convention. Virginia’s

Patrick Henry (1736-99) was

chosen to be a delegate but re-

fused to attend the convention

because he didn’t want to give

the central government more

power, fearing it would endan-

ger the rights of states and indi-

viduals.

Reporters and other visitors

were barred from the conven-

tion sessions, which were held

in secret to avoid outside pres-

sures. However, Virginia’s

James Madison (1751-1836)

kept a detailed account of what

transpired behind closed doors.

(In 1837, Madison’s widow

Dolley sold some of his papers,

including his notes from the

convention debates, to the fed-

eral government for $30,000.)

Debating the Constitution 

The delegates had been

tasked by Congress with

amending the Articles of Con-

federation; however, they soon

began deliberating proposals

for an entirely new form of gov-

ernment. After intensive debate,

which continued throughout the

summer of 1787 and at times

threatened to derail the pro-

ceedings, they developed a plan

that established three branches

of national government–execu-

tive, legislative and judicial. A

system of checks and balances

was put into place so that no

single branch would have too

much authority. The specific

powers and responsibilities of

each branch were also laid out.

Among the more contentious

issues was the question of state

representation in the national

legislature. Delegates from

larger states wanted population

to determine how many repre-

sentatives a state could send to

Congress, while small states

called for equal representation.

The issue was resolved by the

Connecticut Compromise,

which proposed a bicameral

legislature with proportional

representation of the states in

the lower house (House of Rep-

resentatives) and equal repre-

sentation in the upper house

(Senate).

Another controversial topic

was slavery. Although some

northern states had already

started to outlaw the practice,

they went along with the south-

ern states’ insistence that slav-

ery was an issue for individual

states to decide and should be

kept out of the Constitution.

Many northern delegates be-

lieved that without agreeing to

this, the South wouldn’t join the

Union. For the purposes of tax-

ation and determining how

many representatives a state

could send to Congress, it was

decided that slaves would be

counted as three-fifths of a per-

son. Additionally, it was agreed

that Congress wouldn’t be al-

lowed to prohibit the slave trade

before 1808, and states were re-

quired to return fugitive slaves

to their owners.

Ratifying the Constitution 

By September 1787, the con-

vention’s five-member Com-

mittee of Style (Hamilton,

Madison, William Samuel

Johnson of Connecticut, Gou-

verneur Morris of New York,

Rufus King of Massachusetts)

had drafted the final text of the

Constitution, which consisted

of some 4,200 words. On Sep-

tember 17, George Washington

was the first to sign the docu-

ment. Of the 55 delegates, a

total of 39 signed; some had al-

ready left Philadelphia, and

three–George Mason (1725-92)

and Edmund Randolph (1753-

1813) of Virginia, and Elbridge

Gerry (1744-1813) of Massa-

chusetts–refused to approve the

document. In order for the Con-

stitution to become law, it then

had to be ratified by nine of the

13 states.

James Madison and Alexan-

der Hamilton, with assistance

from John Jay, wrote a series of

essays to persuade people to

ratify the Constitution. The 85

essays, known collectively as

“The Federalist” (or “The Fed-

eralist Papers”), detailed how

the new government would

work, and were published under

the pseudonym Publius (Latin

for “public”) in newspapers

across the states starting in the

fall of 1787. (People who sup-

ported the Constitution became

known as Federalists, while

those opposed it because they

thought it gave too much power

to the national government

were called Anti-Federalists.)

Beginning on December 7,

1787, five states–Delaware,

Pennsylvania, New Jersey,

Georgia and Connecticut–rati-

fied the Constitution in quick

succession. However, other

states, especially Massachu-

setts, opposed the document, as

it failed to reserve undelegated

powers to the states and lacked

constitutional protection of

basic political rights, such as

freedom of speech, religion and

the press. In February 1788, a

compromise was reached under

which Massachusetts and other

states would agree to ratify the

document with the assurance

that amendments would be im-

mediately proposed. The Con-

stitution was thus narrowly

ratified in Massachusetts, fol-

lowed by Maryland and South

Carolina. On June 21, 1788,

New Hampshire became the

ninth state to ratify the docu-

ment, and it was subsequently

agreed that government under

the U.S. Constitution would

begin on March 4, 1789.

George Washington was inau-

gurated as America’s first pres-

ident on April 30, 1789. In June

of that same year, Virginia rati-

fied the Constitution, and New

York followed in July. On Feb-

ruary 2, 1790, the U.S. Supreme

Court held its first session,

marking the date when the gov-

ernment was fully operative.

Rhode Island, the last hold-

out of the original 13 states, fi-

nally ratified the Constitution

on May 29, 1790.

The Bill of Rights 

In 1789, Madison, then a

member of the newly estab-

lished U.S. House of Represen-

tatives, introduced 19

amendments to the Constitu-

tion. On September 25, 1789,

Congress adopted 12 of the

amendments and sent them to

the states for ratification. Ten of

these amendments, known col-

lectively as the Bill of Rights,

were ratified and became part

of the Constitution on Decem-

ber 10, 1791. The Bill of Rights

guarantees individuals certain

basic protections as citizens, in-

cluding freedom of speech, re-

ligion and the press; the right to

bear and keep arms; the right to

peaceably assemble; protection

from unreasonable search and

seizure; and the right to a

speedy and public trial by an

impartial jury. For his contribu-

tions to the drafting of the Con-

stitution, as well as its

ratification, Madison became

known as “Father of the Consti-

tution.”

To date, there have been

thousands of proposed amend-

ments to the Constitution. How-

ever, only 17 amendments have

been ratified in addition to the

Bill of Rights because the

process isn’t easy–after a pro-

posed amendment makes it

through Congress, it must be

ratified by three-fourths of the

states. The most recent amend-

ment to the Constitution, Article

XXVII, which deals with con-

gressional pay raises, was pro-

posed in 1789 and ratified in

1992.

The Constitution Today 

In the more than 200 years

since the Constitution was cre-

ated, America has stretched

across an entire continent and

its population and economy

have expanded more than the

document’s framers likely ever

could have envisioned. Through

all the changes, the Constitution

has endured and adapted.

The framers knew it wasn’t a

perfect document. However, as

Benjamin Franklin said on the

closing day of the convention in

1787: “I agree to this Constitu-

tion with all its faults, if they are

such, because I think a central

government is necessary for

us… I doubt too whether any

other Convention we can obtain

may be able to make a better

Constitution.”Today, the origi-

nal Constitution is on display at

the National Archives in Wash-

ington, D.C.

The History Of The United State’s Constitution
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By Rob Shimshock 
Heritage Foundation

The University of California,

Berkeley is trying to dismiss a

free speech lawsuit filed fol-

lowing the cancellation of Ann

Coulter’s speech at the school

in April.

UC Berkeley attorneys—in-

cluding Janet Napolitano, sys-

tem president of the University

of California, and Nicholas

Dirks, chancellor of UC Berke-

ley—insist the claims made by

Young America’s Foundation

and the Berkeley College Re-

publicans are “moot,” accord-

ing to a court document

obtained by Campus Reform

Friday.

“The alleged restrictions

were viewpoint neutral because

they were not motivated by dis-

agreement with the speaker’s

viewpoint,” said the attorneys.

The attorneys assert that the

cancellation Coulter’s speech

had nothing to do with the au-

thor’s political views, arguing

that there were instead “consti-

tutional ‘time, place, and, man-

ner regulations’” which

restricted her speech.

“This weak attempt by the

University of California, Berke-

ley to brush off their egregious

free speech violations is stag-

gering but unfortunately unsur-

prising given their

demonstrated pattern of sup-

pressing the First Amendment

rights of conservatives on cam-

pus,” said Spencer Brown,

spokesman for Young Amer-

ica’s Foundation. “As Young

America’s Foundation has done

throughout the last half-century,

YAF will continue to stand up

for students’ rights when their

own schools engage in flagrant

obstruction of free expression.”

Dan Mogulof, an assistant

vice chancellor at Berkeley,

said in a statement to The Daily

Caller News Foundation that re-

cent events at UC Berkeley

have shown there is “insuffi-

cient awareness” as to the

school’s speaker policies. He

also acknowledged that policies

currently in place “should be

unified, standardized, and clar-

ified.”

“Statements reasserting and

emphasizing our existing poli-

cies and practices that make

clear speaker viewpoints will

not influence decisions relating

to event approval or required

security measures” will be

added to the policy, according

to Mogulof, a statement that

suggests UC Berkeley adminis-

trators believe the school never

did discriminate based on the

political viewpoint of potential

speakers.

“[UC Berkeley police] place

the safety and well-being of our

UC Berkeley Tries to 
Dismiss Free Speech Lawsuit

students as the lead priority

which can, at rare times, lead

the department to forego short-

term arrests,” said Mogulof,

denying the “stand down pol-

icy” that observers suspected

the police to have.

“These decisions are made

on a case-by-case basis by com-

mand staff based on their pro-

fessional assessment, and

suffice it to say there is nothing

precluding them form effecting

arrests if they believe that can

be done with creating serious

risk and danger for innocent by-

standers and/or those who elect

to engage in lawful protest.”

The assistant vice chancellor

noted that while a new draft

policy for campus speakers is

not yet available for public con-

sumption, the school intends to

implement an interim policy by

Aug. 13 before the start of the

fall semester.

Berkeley has been the site of

several protests and altercations

between Donald Trump sup-

porters and antifascists in 2017,

including the riot that canceled

conservative provocateur Milo

Yiannopoulos’ February

speech, a March 4 Trump con-

flict, and a Patriots Day rally

skirmish in April.

The Daily Caller News

Foundation reached out to UC

Berkeley for comment, but re-

ceived none in time for press.
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Waterville Golf Course
Public Welcome - 9 hole grass green course.

Green Fees are $12.00 a day, plus cart rental fees are posted.

The clubhouse is available to rent. 
Member and Guest cost is $50.00. 
There is a required deposit of $50.00 
for all renters.

Memberships:
$325 single membership,
$375 family membership.
Monthly bank draft available.
Call Terry Roepke
at 785-363-2224 or Alan Yungeberg
785-363-7444

By Johnny Kampis 
Watchdog

In a quest to boost the state’s

broadband coverage, Minnesota

has overstepped by reaching for

too-high standards that may ac-

tually hurt rural broadband ex-

pansion.

The Governor’s Task Force

on Broadband has set ambitious

goals for high-speed internet

coverage in Minnesota follow-

ing near-successful implemen-

tation of the previous standard.

That initial goal of wireline

download speeds of 10

megabits per second and upload

speeds of 5 mbps by 2015 was

achieved for 90 percent of resi-

dents, 98 percent if you count

wireless services.

Now, by 2022, the task force

would like to see all Minnesota

residents able to access speeds

of 25 mbps download and 3

mbps upload, the current stan-

dard set by the Federal Commu-

nications Commission for

broadband.

But the wrinkle is the task

force’s stretch goal of 100 mbps

download and 20 mbps upload

by 2026 has become the de

facto standard when it comes to

state broadband funding. In

fact, a member of that task force

who wished to speak only on

background said there likely

would have been more push-

back on that stretch goal if com-

mittee members had realized

lawmakers would tie grant

funds to that number.

The state’s Border-to-Border

Broadband Development Grant

Program not only considers an

area receiving less than 100

mbps/20 mbps as underserved,

it absurdly deems an area re-

ceiving less than 25 mbps/3

mbps as unserved.

To quote Inigo Montoya

from The Princess Bride, “You

keep using that word. I do not

think it means what you think it

means.”

The Minnesota Legislature

allocated $20 million to that

grant program during the 2017

session, down from $35 million

the previous year, although

some pushed for an increase to

$50 million per year – including

Gov. Mark Dayton, who wanted

to spend 20 percent of his sup-

plemental budget plan on

broadband. Recipients can get

up to 50 percent of project de-

velopment costs, with a maxi-

mum award of $5 million.

Raising the standards for the

grant program in theory helps

push Minnesota toward its

stretch goal, but in some ways

it’s actually having the opposite

effect. That’s because some

areas that have sufficient inter-

net speeds that wouldn’t be

grant eligible if the standards

were lower can now get money

under the program. That means

applicants in rural areas that are

truly unserved or underserved

now have more competition for

the grants.

“Some of us felt broadband

grants should be targeted first to

unserved areas,” said the task

force member. “I don’t think

you can reasonably say that

someone who is getting 50

megabits per second is under-

served.”

Annette Meeks, founder and

Minnesota over-reaches 
on new broadband standards

CEO of Freedom Foundation of

Minnesota, which advocates for

free-market principles, calls the

state’s broadband standards “a

moving target.”

“As more and more commu-

nities have access to higher

speed internet service, they con-

tinue to raise the bar on what

was should consider ‘accept-

able,’ meaning that there is a

never-ending appetite for higher

speeds and more government

spending on broadband infra-

structure,” she said.

Despite the FCC increasing

the broadband standard from 10

mbps to 25 mbps in 2015, a

user can comfortably stream

video for less than the old stan-

dard. While more data-hogging

devices means faster speeds

will continue to be integral to

internet usage, Minnesota

jumped the gun by setting a

standard four times that of the

federal bureaucracy. And while

state broadband spending sur-

prisingly decreased this year,

look for a movement to boost it

again to better meet that new

higher speed standard.

It would take an estimated $3

billion to achieve Dayton’s

2010 campaign pledge of bor-

der-to-border broadband, but

private providers are quickly

working to implement new

technologies such as 5G wire-

less, white-space channels and

satellite internet to help close

that gap. The state would be

wise to lower its speed stan-

dards to FCC levels so it can

focus on funding high-speed in-

ternet projects in locations that

are truly underserved.
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Marshall County Fair - July 13-18 in Blue Rapids

Marshall County Fair 2017
Sew  it, Grow it,  Show it

Schedule
Saturday, July 8 — Softball Tournament

Sunday, July 9 — 2:00 pm — Clean up, set up

Thursday, July 13

9:00 am

Horse Show

Halter Events

Equestrian Events

Costume Class

Trail Class

Rain date for everything except halter events is July 24

Break for heat of the day

5:00 pm — Horse Speed Events

Friday, July 14

4:00 – 8:00 pm — All 4-H and Open entries accepted including new Barn Quilt Class

4:00 pm — All Beef, Sheep, and Swine are to be on the Fairgrounds in place. No livestock will be accepted
after that time.

4:00 – 6:00 pm — Weigh-In (Swine, Sheep, Goats, and Beef). Weigh-in ends at 6:00 pm

7:00 pm — Figure 8 Race

Saturday, July 15

8:00 am — Beef Show, bucket calf practice immediately following beef show

9:00 am — All entries in place, this includes horticulture

9:00 am — Judging of entries: 4-H (this includes Foods) and Open Class, except livestock

1:00 pm — Senior Scholarship Quiz-Off

2:00 – 4:00 pm — Dog Agility Show

5:30 pm – Bucket Calf Show

6:00 pm — PAT Kiddieland/Carnival (Wristband Night)

7:00 pm — Demolition Derby (Arena)

8:00 pm — Rewind Band

Sunday, July 16

8:00 am — 10K Run (Barnyard Boogie)

8:00 am — Swine Show

9:00 am — Poultry Show

1:00 pm — Story Time by MS Co. Infant Toddler Services @ Fairgrounds

2:00 pm— Model Rocket Shoot off

4:00 pm — Christian Music Concert on the Square

6:00 pm — Parade  (entries contact Janice – 785-363-7384)

6:00 pm — PAT Kiddieland/Carnival

8:00 pm — Farm Bureau and Kan Equip Pedal Tractor Pull and Watermelon Feed sponsored by Farm Bu-
reau

8:00 pm — Tim Strathman Band

Monday, July 17

8:00 am — Sheep Show followed by Meat Goat Show

9:00 am – Rabbit Show

10:30 am — Dairy and Dairy Goat Show

5:00 pm – Round Robin

6:00 pm — Vopata Memorial Watermelon Feed

6:00 pm — PAT Kiddieland/Carnival (Wristband Night)

Tuesday, July 18

8:30 am — Decorated Cake Judging

10:30 am — Livestock Judging Contest

5:00 pm

4-H Fashion Revue/Cake Auction

Outstanding Volunteer Award and Scholarship Recipient

6:00 pm

Fair Supper catered by Ricky’s Café.  Open to the Public – Meal may be purchase at the event

Livestock Buyers Dinner sponsored by Marysville Livestock Exchange.

Previous Year’s Cake buyers Dinner sponsored by Wagon Wheel Café.

6:00 pm — PAT Kiddieland/Carnvial (Wristband Night)

7:30 pm — Livestock Auction

7:00 – 9:00 pm — 4-H and Open Class Exhibits released except for livestock sale animals

9:00 pm

Fair Clean Up

Load Sheep

Load Hogs

Load Beef

After 9:00 pm exhibits will be at the Extension Office. You may pick the exhibits up on Friday, July 21

Wednesday, July 19 — 9:00 am — Fair Clean Up 
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Marshall County Fair Parade in Blue Rapids Sunday July 16

The Marshall County Fair Parade will be held on Sun-
day July 16th starting at 6:00 pm. Participants for the
Parade will line up on Lincoln facing North. At the start

of the Parade they will move north until the hit 6th street
and turn West. At the Square the Parade will turn North
and go around the Square counter-clock-wise until they

hit South Main and turn and go South until they hit 9th
Street and turn East. 

By Dave Trabert
Kansas Policy Institute

Like students attempting to
explain away a bad grade,
school districts’ taxpayer-
funded lawyers bombarded the
State Supreme Court with a
litany of excuses and rationali-
zations to justify their demand
for another $972 million over
the next two years.  Their June
30 brief to the Court says the
Legislature’s increase of $195
million in the coming school
year should be pushed to $567
million and the planned in-
crease of $293 million (over
current spending) should jump
to $893 million for the follow-
ing year.

In other words, schools think
the $1.2 billion income tax hike
just foisted on citizens isn’t
near enough; they’d like to see
it almost doubled.

The Test Wasn’t Fair

The Court says adequacy is
met when funding is reasonably
calculated so students can meet
or exceed certain outcomes (the
Rose standards).  In arguing the
Legislature’s new formula
doesn’t meet that test, the
school lawyers trot out a ver-
sion of Teenager Excuse #4 –
‘the test wasn’t fair.’  They
point to no mathematical errors
or logical flaws in the Legisla-
ture’s methodology to calculate
funding (did the dog eat their
homework?); their entire argu-
ment is that the Legislature did-
n’t fulfill the schools Christmas
Wish List.

The lawyers say legislators
had the audacity to ignore “…
the recommendations of several
expert bodies as to the actual
costs of providing a constitu-
tional education.”  The primary

‘expert’ they referenced was the
State Board of Education,
which is laughably the source
of their $972 million dollar de-
mand.  You see, the State Board
didn’t ‘reasonably calculate’ a
thing; they plucked they num-
bers out of thin air during a
brief discussion at the July 2016
board meeting.

Yeah, But I Know Some-
body Who Agrees With Me

Just as teenagers are wont to
rebut facts and logic with the
ironclad opinion of another
teenager, the lawyers attempt to
distract the Court with logical
fallacies.  Legislative Post
Audit didn’t recommend any
funding levels as claimed in the
brief.  On page 2, LPA clearly
says their study wasn’t “…in-
tended to dictate any specific
funding level, and shouldn’t be
viewed that way.”

The Legislature didn’t arrive
at an independent “recommen-
dation” to increase funding fol-
lowing the Montoy court order
to do so; they acquiesced to a
‘pony-up-or-we’ l l -c lose-
schools’ gun to their heads.

Augenblick & Myers did rec-
ommend higher funding levels
but they also admitted that they
ignored their own methodology
to produce inflated numbers.
They were supposed to identify
academically successful school
districts and base their funding
recommendations on the subset
of those districts that were effi-
cient operators; instead, they
threw efficiency out the win-
dow.  Essentially, they said
some other kids may have got-
ten better grades because their
parents bought them a more ex-
pensive computer…so Mom
and Dad, my bad grade is really

your fault.
Subsequently aware of the

inflated A&M numbers, the
Gannon Supreme Court
changed the rules for determin-
ing adequacy and instructed the
lower court that the A&M cost
study was “…more akin to esti-
mates than the certainties…”
they envisioned.  The lawyers
and schools know the rules
have changed but they still want
to stomp their feet and hope
sympathetic grandparents will
let them make up new rules at
whim.

Reasonably Calculated
Saves at least $161 Million

Technically, they’re right
about one thing – the $293 mil-
lion increase passed by the Leg-
islature isn’t the result of a
reasonable calculation of fund-
ing to achieve the Rose stan-
dards.  A math error discovered
in HB 2410 was knowingly car-

ried over to SB 19 (the final ve-
hicle for the school funding for-
mula), so the reasonably
calculated funding increase
would be about $161 million
less over two years (and still
more than necessary for effi-
ciency reasons).

Using a simple average (ba-
sically, an average of averages)
instead of a weighted average
results in FY 2018 being $57.8
million too high.  FY 2019 is
$139.8 million more than the
formula actually calculates but
the reasonably calculated base
of $3,920 per-pupil for FY 2019
should be increased for infla-
tion of about 1.4 percent at a
cost of about $37 million.

The $198 million math error
less a $37 million inflation
bump means taxpayers are pro-
viding at least $161 million
more than needs be reasonably
provided.

Kansas Schools Petulantly Demand $972 Million More
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What Has The Manhattan City Commission Done For You 

2014

2017

2017

2017

Blue Rapids

Free Press
Jon A. and Linda Brake, Publishers

A Free Distribution Newspaper - Published Every Thursday

Address Box 176, Blue Rapids, Ks 66411

Phone - 785-363-7140  

Cell 785-556-1694
E-mail - brfreepress@kansas.net

Web site: bluerapidsfreepress.com

Manhattan

Jon A. and Linda Brake, Publishers
A Free Distribution Newspaper
Published Every Thursday - 25th Year
Mail to Box 1191, Manhattan, Ks 66505

Phone - 785-537-8953
Jon’s Cell 785-556-1694
E-Mail - freepress@kansas.net

Have you been keeping up on what the Manhattan City
Commission has done for you lately? In November the
City will pick 3 Commissioners. Here is what the Com-

The Cities of Manhattan, Lawrence and Salina all have about
the same population but look at the Mill Levy. Manhattan
leads the way with 46.4 mills, Lawrence is 31. 1 and Salina is
27.3. Why? It could be the assessed vallue of properties and

Lawrence does have a larger base but Salina is close to Man-
hattan. It could be the amount of spending that Manhattan
does. The new Manhattan City Commission needs to cut
spending and cut taxes.

Tell us that spending doesn’t hurt the City of Manhattan and
the people living here.

mission has done in the past four years. If you talk to
someone running ask them if they plan to do better.
In 2012 the total expenditures for the City was $89.3 mil-

lion. This year if you take off the $25 million carryover
the expenditures will be around $125 million. We can do
better. Look at the other 1st Class cities below.
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Modification? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner's Relief Line now
for Help!  855-401-4513

Misc.
Updating your bathroom

does not have to be expensive
or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call
855-324-2317 today for a free
in home consultation.

Misc.
SWITCH TO DIRECTV.

From $50/Month, includes
FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3
months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get a
$50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-
1682 (Mon-Fri 8am-9pm CT)

Misc.
FAST Internet! HughesNet

Satellite Internet.  High-Speed.
Available Anywhere!  Speeds
to 25 mbps. Starting at
$49.99/mo. Call for Limited

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to

the IRS or State in back taxes?
Our firm works to reduce the
tax bill or zero it out com-
pletely FAST. Call now 866-
758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo

Containers $1650.00 in KC.
$1950.00 in Solomon Ks.  20s’
45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available
Call 785 655 9430 or go online
to Chuckhenry.com  for pric-
ing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO

CHARITY.  Receive maximum
value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All
conditions accepted.  Free
pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

Misc.

LIVING WITH KNEE OR
BACK PAIN?  Medicare recip-
ients may qualify to receive a
pain relieving brace at little or
no cost.  Call now! 855-796-
7301

Misc.
Diagnosed with Mesothe-

lioma or Asbestos Lung Can-
cer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial
financial award. We can help
you get cash quick! Call 24/7:
855-510-4274

Misc.
OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  No
deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
844-359-3973

Misc.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are

you behind paying your
MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan

Classifieds
Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

Misc.
SAVE ON YOUR

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT!
FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.
Call for a no obligation quote
to see how much you can save!
855-587-1299

Misc.
VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! There’s a cheaper al-
ternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping!  100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855-
850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9

SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EX-
POCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563)
927-8176 www.rkshows.com

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) _A
group that advocates for sepa-
ration of church and state re-
cently announced that it had
stopped coach-led prayer at
two school districts in western
Kansas.

Prayers are common at ath-
letic games in Kansas, some
coaches say, but school em-
ployees must not be involved in
them.

The Freedom From Religion
Foundation, which describes it-
self as a voice for atheism, ag-
nosticism and skepticism, sent
a letter in mid-June to Cheylin
USD 103 and Weskan Schools
USD 242 saying it is illegal for
public school coaches to lead
their teams in prayer.

The letter said basketball

players from Cheylin High
School, in Bird City, and
Weskan High School prayed to-
gether after a game in January,
with both coaches participating
in the prayer.

Dave Hale, superintendent of
Weskan, said in an e-mail that
there was no coach-led prayer
at the game.

“They are misleading you,”
Hale wrote. “It was 100% stu-
dent driven. I will tell my
coaches to not be in the vicinity
in the future but never have my
coaches instigated, encouraged,
or led these prayers.”

The coaches were in the cir-
cle with heads bowed but did
not speak, Hale said.

The foundation received a
complaint from someone in

Kansas, said Chris Line, Patrick
O’Reiley Legal Fellow at the
Freedom from Religion Foun-
dation.

The foundation, based in
Wisconsin, fights prayer in
schools, religious displays such
as nativity scenes on govern-
ment property and privately
owned businesses offering dis-
counts for bringing in a church
bulletin.

According to a news release
from the foundation, Superin-
tendent Allaire Homburg re-
sponded by writing, “You have
my assurance that this will not
happen again.”

Homburg did not respond to
multiple requests for comment.

Line said Hale contacted the
foundation Thursday to let it

know that Weskan coaches
would be advised not to partic-
ipate in or encourage post-game
prayer.

“We now consider this entire
matter to be satisfactorily re-
solved,” Line said in an e-mail.

In its letter to the Cheylin
school district, the foundation
referenced Supreme Court deci-
sions such as Santa Fe Inde-
pendent School District v. Doe,
when the court ruled that a
school district’s policy of allow-
ing student-led, student-initi-
ated prayer over an intercom at
football games was unconstitu-
tional.

The court also ruled that
“nothing in the Constitution as
interpreted by this Court pro-
hibits any public school student

from voluntarily praying at any
time before, during, or after the
schoolday.”

Prayer at athletic events
Prayers at games have been

around since Brandon Clark,
who coaches football at Derby,
played sports himself.

“It’s been a part of (athletics),
and there’s ways you can go
about it and there’s ways you
can’t go about it just because of
the rules that are in place,”
Clark said. “We don’t all have
the same faith and beliefs, and
as a coach you can’t put your
faith or beliefs on your players,
but it (prayer) can be student
led.”

Clark’s team often prays be-
fore a game or occasionally
with the opposing team. The

prayers are led by students.
Clark says he has never led a
prayer.

The National Federation of
State High School Associations
advises in an article that “stu-
dent-athletes acting on their
own, without any involvement
of the school or its personnel,
may engage in prayer or reli-
gious activity. Members of a
team may, therefore, sponta-
neously decide to take a knee in
the locker room for a pre-game
prayer or gather on the field for
a post-game prayer or engage in
other religious activity solely as
individuals acting privately.”

Schools should ensure that
coaches and other school per-
sonnel “remain detached from
student religious activities,” the

Atheist group stops coach-led prayer at Kansas schools

By Luke Rosiak 
The Daily Signal

Veterans have waited months

for medical appointments while

the Department of Veterans Af-

fairs union said that it needs

more employees, but 1,606 em-

ployees—including many

nurses—let veterans wait while

they collected a taxpayer check

to work on union business in-

stead of what they were hired

to do, according to VA data ob-

tained by The Daily Caller

News Foundation.

While veterans languished,

union employees spent 1.1 mil-

lion hours of work time for pur-

poses that had nothing to do

with the agency’s mission, ac-

cording to separate data from

the Government Accountability

Office. Sometimes their union

work consists of trying to block

managers from firing fellow

employees accused of serious

misconduct.

Sen. Jeff Flake has had

enough, and he says that union

honchos shouldn’t be encourag-

ing people to skip out on hospi-

tal work unless no veterans are

waiting. On Thursday he intro-

duced the Serve Veterans First

Act of 2017 to do just that.

The senator hails from Ari-

zona, where bureaucrats manip-

ulated data to hide the fact that

vets were waiting so long that

many died before receiving

care. The officials instead got

monetary bonuses pegged to the

bogus stats.

The scheduling practices

were well-known from the top

down, but so few of the VA’s

300,000 employees took a

vocal stand against the practice

that it went unimpeded for

years.

Congress has long allowed

some government employees to

collect their normal paychecks

while working on behalf of the

union instead of doing their

jobs. But unions have bargained

for more and more “official

time,” as it is known, with little

pushback. Many agencies, in-

cluding the VA, do little to track

how it is used, and have no idea

what the employees are doing

with all that time.

At least 436 VA employees,

mostly members of the Ameri-

can Federation of Government

Employees (AFGE), spent 100

percent of their working hours

on union activities in 2015.

Meanwhile, the VA has a goal

to see patients within one

month, but many vets had to

wait hundreds of days for med-

ical appointments, and even

died waiting for them.

Flake’s bill says that union

time could only be used if they

are meeting that goal.

“The VA should not pay em-

ployees for union work while

veterans are forced to wait for

medical care,” he said. “The VA

exists to serve veterans and

their families, period. If that

wasn’t apparent to some VA

employees, the Serve Veterans

First Act will make it crystal

clear.”

Flake Says No Pay for VA Union Leaders Who Skip Work
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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North

Korea on Tuesday claimed it success-

fully test-launched its first interconti-

nental ballistic missile, a potential

game-changing development in what

may be the world's most dangerous nu-

clear standoff and, if true, a direct re-

buke to U.S. President Donald Trump's

earlier declaration that such a test

"won't happen!"

The launch appeared to be North

Korea's most successful missile test

yet. A U.S. scientist examining the

height and distance said the missile

could potentially be powerful enough

to reach Alaska.

In typically heated rhetoric, North

Korea's Academy of Defense Science

said the test of an ICBM - the Hwa-

song-14 - marked the "final step" in

creating a "confident and powerful nu-

clear state that can strike anywhere on

Earth."

It will be difficult to confirm many

details about what happened. North

Korea's weapons program is perhaps

the most closely held state secret in

one of the world's most suspicious na-

tions. U.S., South Korean and Japan-

ese officials earlier assessed that the

North fired an intermediate-range mis-

sile into waters near Japan.

Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary

Yoshihide Suga declined to comment

on whether Japan thinks it was an

ICBM, and South Korea's Defense

Ministry said it was analyzing whether

the North's statement was accurate.

North Korea has previously

launched satellites in what critics said

were disguised tests of its long-range

missile technology. A test-launch of an

ICBM, however, would be a major

step in developing nuclear-armed mis-

siles that could reach anywhere in the

United States.

The launch sends a political warning

to Washington and its chief Asian al-

lies, Seoul and Tokyo, while also al-

lowing North Korean scientists a

chance to perfect their still-incomplete

nuclear missile program. It came on

the eve of the U.S. Independence Day

holiday, days after the first face-to-

face meeting of the leaders of South

Korea and the United States, and

ahead of a global summit of the

world's richest economies.

Most outside and North Korean

analyses of the missile's height, dis-

tance and time in the air were roughly

similar.

U.S., South Korean and Japanese

officials say it flew for about 40 min-

utes and reached an altitude of 2,500

kilometers (1,500 miles), which

would be longer and higher than any

similar North Korean test previously

reported. It also covered a distance of

about 930 kilometers (580 miles).

North Korea said the missile flew as

high as 2,802 kilometers before hitting

a designated target in the ocean about

933 kilometers away from the launch

site in the North's northwest. It said the

missile flew for about 39 minutes and

was made at the highest possible angle.

Russia's military, however, said the

missile flew considerably shorter and

lower than others reported.

Before North Korea's announce-

ment of an ICBM, South Korean ana-

lysts said it was likely that it was a

retest of one of two intermediate-range

missiles launched earlier this year.
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This is day 14 of the Kansas

Wheat Harvest Reports,

brought to you by the Kansas

Wheat Commission, Kansas

Association of Wheat Growers

and the Kansas Grain and Feed

Association.

In the world of farming, 12

hours can make all the differ-

ence. David Schemm, a north-

west Kansas farmer, reported

that Wednesday night’s storms

wiped out three fields of his

wheat near Russell Springs.

“It’s frustrating because these

fields were ready four or five

days ago, but rain has prevented

us from getting in the field,”

said Schemm. “We were able to

cut half of one of the fields the

day before and it was yielding

30-35 bushels per acre. Now

there are seeds lying on the

ground, stems bent over, and

that was just the side of the field

I could get into. The other side

got the brunt of it, but I couldn’t

get in it to survey the damage.”

Schemm reported that the

other fields had heads with

good grain fill, so he was esti-

mating a 40-45 bushels per acre

average. Now, he isn’t so sure.

He estimated there is at least

10-20 percent hail damage, pos-

sibly more.

Test weights in the area so far

had been lower than average,

but proteins were ‘much higher

than last year.’ But, of course,

high proteins only count if you

can get the kernels in the bin.

Farmers in the region are cut-

ting quickly because the fore-

cast is calling for more storms

Thursday night.

“It’s been an interesting

year,” said Schemm. “We

started off excited about it, and

even after the snow we thought

we had a crop. Now I’m just

ready to wrap it up, get it done

and start to look forward to next

year.”

Wheat streak mosaic virus

(WSMV) is a disease that is

plaguing western Kansas farm-

ers this year, including Shayne

Suppes of Dighton. Suppes re-

ported that half of his wheat

acres were lost to WSMV, lack

of moisture or a combination

thereof.

“There just wasn’t adequate

moisture at planting time here,”

said Suppes. “After planting

there wasn’t a measurable

amount of precipitation for 90

days.”

Now, an influx of moisture

had prevented Suppes from get-

ting into the field until Thurs-

day. His first rounds of cutting

saw 12-13 percent moisture and

lower than average test weights.

Mike McClellan, Plainville,

was rallying his harvest crew to

finish off a pair of small fields

before storms rolled into the

area.

“These fields are yielding

about 60 bushels to the acre,

and it’s some of our better

wheat so far,” said McClellan.

McClellan reported that his

worst field so far had 30-40 per-

cent hail damage, a story that

sounds familiar to many farm-

ers in the area. He also lost one

Day 14, Kansas Wheat Harvest Report

field, with several others sus-

taining severe damages, from

WSMV.

“We may be cutting until

Christmas at this point,” joked

McClellan. “But I am aiming to

get it done by July 15th.”

The 2017 Harvest Report is

brought to you by the Kansas

Wheat Commission, Kansas

Association of Wheat Growers

and the Kansas Grain and Feed

Association. For exclusive

#wheatharvest17 content,

please head to

facebook.com/kansaswheat.

North Korea claims it tested first intercontinental missile

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- If

North Korea's claim Tuesday of its

first ICBM test-launch is true, it has

barreled over a red line that the world

has long called a tripwire for potential

nuclear disaster.

As always with North Korea, how-

ever, it's hard to tell how wide the gulf

is between reality and rhetoric.

Analysts, for instance, believe the

latest missile may be able to hit

Alaska, a marked improvement on past

efforts and potentially placing it in the

intercontinental ballistic missile cate-

gory, but far from backing North

Korea's claim it can now "strike any-

where on Earth."

Skeptics will also ask how North

Korea can claim mastery of such a

complicated technology after only one

test.

That said, the message from North

Korea seems clear: If not stopped, it is

now only a matter of time before one

of the most dogged countries on Earth

achieves its goal of being able to hit all

parts of the United States.

Here is what Tuesday's potentially

game-changing claim might mean:

WHY IT MIGHT BE AN ICBM

The claim has the air of the in-

evitable for some North Korea watch-

ers.

The country has, with single-

minded determination, been devoting

its best and brightest, and a huge

amount of its tiny financial resources,

to this goal for generations.

The pace has quickened dramati-

cally under leader Kim Jong Un, who

took over in 2011. Since late 2012,

North Korea has placed two satellites

into orbit with long-range rockets,

which outsiders see as clandestine tests

of missile technology.

Last year, North Korea conducted

its fourth and fifth atomic bomb tests

and claimed a series of technical mis-

sile and atomic breakthroughs.

After what North Korea said in

March was a ground test of a new type

of high-thrust rocket engine, Kim

Jong Un was quoted as saying that the

"whole world will soon witness what

eventful significance the great victory

won today carries."

Outside analysts say the missile's

potential range, if fired at a normal

trajectory, could be more than 6,000

kilometers (3,750 miles), which

would make it technically an ICBM.

WHY IT MIGHT NOT BE

It is difficult, maybe impossible, for

outsiders to understand exactly what

happened in the launch.

"It's something that only North Ko-

reans would know," said Kwon Sejin,

a professor at the Korea Advanced In-

stitute of Science and Technology in

South Korea.

Maj. Gen. Cho Han Gyu, director of

operations at South Korea's Joint

Chiefs of Staff, told a televised brief-

ing that the missile showed an im-

proved range over an

intermediate-range missile North

Korea tested on May 14. But he said

South Korean and U.S. intelligence au-

thorities are trying to determine if the

North had indeed fired an ICBM.

Parsing hype from reality in North Korea's ICBM claim
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