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What Is Another Sales Tax To Manhattan
(Editor’s Note: What is an-

other Sales Tax to Manhattan?
Well, if you are a liberal on

the City Commission it is just
another day at the office. If you
have a job it is going to cost you
more to eat, drink, play well,
you know what I mean.

The City of Manhattan needs
to find three Conservative (not
two and not four) three Conser-
vative to run for the City Com-
mission and put a stop to this
spending. $275,000,0000 in
debt and the Sales Tax will be
maxing out soon.

Tuesday night the Commis-
sion had a Work Session on the
new Parks Plan. The Graphic
at right shows the City spending
$30,000,000 over the next 10-
years but it does not show the
extra $10,000,000 for a new
Sports Complex.

And if you think that the pub-
lic is going to stop this by going
to meeting, you are wrong. This
decision has already been make
the public meeting are just for
show.

Here is a memo given to the
City Commission Tuesday
night)

CITY COMMISSION

AGENDA MEMO

March 31, 2017

FROM: Eddie Eastes,

CPRP, Director of

Parks and Recreation

MEETING: April 11, 2017

SUBJECT: Parks and

Recreation Facility Feasibil-

ity Study PRESENTER:

Eddie Eastes, CPRP, 

Director of  Parks and

Recreation

BACKGROUND
At the January 11, 2017, City

Commission meeting, the Com-

mission provided direction to

the Parks and Recreation De-

partment on a preferred concept

for CiCo Park that included 12

tennis courts and to initiate a

process for a possible ballot

question for voters to consider

regarding the continuation of

the existing .25 cent Quality of

Life Sales Tax (QOL) for fund-

ing new indoor spaces, CiCo

Park improvements, and com-

munity trail opportunities with

attention towards storm water

management as projects occur.

A Steering Committee that

was appointed by the City

Commission to work with the

consultant in developing a

Parks and Recreation Facility

Feasibility Study, held meetings

February 24, 2016; March 30,

2016; July 6, 2016; November

16, 2016; and March 29, 2017,

to reaffirm community priori-

ties as identified in the Strategic

Facility Improvement Plan

(SFIP), to provide input to the

consultant in developing a

Parks and Recreation Facility

detailed conceptual plans for

identified priorities, and to re-

view the Final Draft of the Fa-

cility Feasibility Study (FFS)

prepared by the consultant,

Bruce McMillan AIA Archi-

tects, P.A.

PRIORITY 1: 

Neighborhood Recreation

Center Feasibility Study

The consultant has developed

preliminary building programs

for two (2) Community Multi-

purpose Indoor Facilities at An-

thony and Eisenhower Middle

Schools, prepared conceptual

facility and site layouts, estab-

lished preliminary capital cost

requirements, and set prelimi-

nary facility operational cost re-

covery for each identified

neighborhood facility. An

analysis of revenues, expendi-

tures, fees, and cost recovery

scenarios for each facility is in-

cluded in the FFS.

City staff identified the Dou-

glass Park site as a location for

additional indoor spaces based

on its eligibility to utilize Com-

munity Development Block

Grant (CDBG) funds.

At the July 19, 2016, City

Commission meeting, the Com-

mission recommended design

Option 3 for the Southeast

Neighborhood Recreation Cen-

ter in order to stay within the
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$3.3 million CDBG Fund bal-

ance.

At the November 15, 2016,

City Commission meeting, the

Commission conducted a public

hearing on the Substantial

Amendments to the 2015-2019

CDBG Consolidated Plan and

the 2016 CDBG Annual Plan

and Section 108 Loan Guaran-

tee Program application and ap-

proved the Substantial

Amendments and Resolution

No. 111516-C and related doc-

uments, authorizing submission

of an application to the U.S.

Department of Housing and

Urban Development (HUD)

through Section 108 of the

Housing and Community De-

velopment Act. The application

is requesting a $3,304,000 Loan

Guarantee from HUD for the

construction of the Southeast

Neighborhood Recreation Cen-

ter to be located at the Douglass

Park. Following approval of the

Section 108 Application, proj-

ect design could begin the

fourth quarter of 2017.

PRIORITY 2: 

Improvements to safety and

playability of existing field

playing surfaces.

For Priority 2, based on SFIP

findings, the Steering Commit-

tee recommended eight tennis

courts for CiCo Park and a

Master Plan for CiCo Park to

help further determine tennis

court locations and playing sur-

face improvements for the ex-

isting ballfields. Detailed

schematics of the tennis court

and ballfield improvements

with detailed cost projections

are included in the FFS.

PRIORITY 3:  
Improve availability and con-

dition of community parks,

trails, and neighborhood parks.

Connectivity to existing fa-

cilities and bicycle and pedes-

trian connectivity to various

facilities was the primary focus

for the community, neighbor-

hood and parks aspect of the

FFS. The Parks and Recreation

FFS focus was the potential

connectivity of these systems to

the various sites specifically

evaluated within this Study.

Recommendations are included

within the Parks and Recreation

FFS Final Document.

The Parks and Recreation

Department will continue to

make incremental improve-

ments to neighborhood parks

and trails with operational

budgets and promoting Capital

Improvement Program projects

to address community needs.

PRIORITY 4:
Indoor Aquatics Feasibility

Study

For Priority 4, the Steering

Committee recommended that

City Park Pool not be consid-

ered as a viable solution to in-

door aquatics. As an alternative,

they recommended a separate

indoor aquatic facility be con-

sidered for CiCo Park.

The consultant has evaluated

the feasibility of covering City

Park Pool as well as a new fa-

cility located in CiCo Park and

developed conceptual facility

and site layouts, capital cost re-

quirements and preliminary fa-

cility operational costs which

are included in the Parks and

Recreation FFS.

At the July 19, 2016, City

Commission meeting, City Ad-

ministration recommended City

Staff continue to work with

community partners, KSU, and

USD 383 for opportunities to

provide indoor aquatics to the

community rather than task

Bruce McMillan Architects, to

develop detailed schematics

and detailed construction and

operational cost for indoor

aquatics.

DISCUSSION
This Parks and Recreation

FFS is about getting detailed

schematics to the City Commis-

sion for approval to move this

effort in providing indoor space

and outdoor facility improve-

ments to the community for a

vote on a funding method to im-

plement new facility construc-

tion and facility improvements

See The Park & Rec. Plans ar:    http://cityofmhk.com/2280/City-Commission-Agendas-Minutes  and then hit on April 11, Work Session
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NewsNews

By Dave Trabert
Kansas Policy Institute

An editorial in the Wichita

Eagle reminded me that it’s

been awhile since I wrote about

fake news in Kansas, and

there’s a lot.  The Eagle edito-

rial bemoaned a loss of 400 jobs

in February but failed to dis-

close that private sector em-

ployment set a new record!  The

Bureau of Labor Statistics data

comparing February 2016 to

February 2017 shows Kansas

added 1,300 private sector jobs

and shed 1,700 government

jobs.

Kansas needs to shed govern-

ment jobs through retirement

and turnover, so the February

data is pretty good news for tax-

payers. Kansas has 27% more

state employees per 10,000 res-

idents than the national average

and 34% more local govern-

ment employees on that meas-

urement, earning the dubious

honor of being the second-

worst state in the nation for

local government employees

per 10,000 residents. Excessive

government employment nega-

tively impacts the economy due

to unnecessary taxation.

So why would media not re-

port that Kansas set a private

sector employment record in

Kansas?  In a word, politics.  As

in, media so desperately wants

low-tax, pro-growth policy to

fail that they can’t allow tax-

payers to have the facts.

All last year, media reported

that Kansas was losing private

sector jobs but two weeks ago,

BLS revised their numbers and

said Kansas added 9,100 private

sector jobs in 2016.   With the

exception of The Sentinel,

media refuses to report the pos-

itive news.

Private sector employment

set an annual record in 2016 at

1.157 million jobs, despite chal-

lenges in oil & gas extraction

and agriculture.  Total private

sector employment will likely

be even higher when the Bureau

of Economic Analysis publishes

its 2016 data.  BEA tracks all

Fake news in Kansas promotes political agenda

employment but BLS does not

include proprietors or farm

workers.  Farm worker employ-

ment may be soft but Kansas

has seen proprietor employment

increase by about 8,000 jobs an-

nually between 2012 and 2015.

Here are some more exam-

ples of fake news in Kansas.

KCTV5 aired a story about

school funding, in which Sena-

tor Barbara Bollier said the

state’s budget cannot be bal-

anced without a tax increase.

We sent evidence to the station

showing that the budget can in-

deed be balanced without a tax

increase, but they would not re-

spond.

KAKE-TV reporter Bryan

Ramsdale said Kansas is facing

a $1.6 billion deficit, which

isn’t even close to being true.

Attempts to set the record

straight were ignored.

Print and electronic media

is full of false claims that the

State has borrowed money from

the Kansas Public Employees

Retirement System (KPERS).

Hearing this caused some re-

tirees to wonder if their pen-

sions are safe.  Some payments

were delayed but not a penny

has been borrowed according to

KPERS Executive Director

Alan Conroy.  Once money is

deposited into KPERS, the

State cannot remove it.  But

hey, who cares if some retirees

get scared; media wants to paint

the worst possible picture so the

consequences be damned.  (For

the record, the Kansas Division

of Budget confirms that sched-

uled KPERS payments will

total $2.8 billion between 2012

and 2019; that’s an even $1 bil-

lion increase over the previous

eight years – and more perspec-

tive hidden from citizens.)

And while many legislators

and media are demanding the

repeal of the exemption on

pass-through income, most in

media refuse to report the seri-

ous consequences of doing so.

According to U.S. Census data,

pass-through employers created

82 percent of the new jobs in

Kansas in 2013 and 2014.

Forcing those employers to pay

hundreds of millions more in

taxes will definitely harm job

creation.

If Paul Simon wrote a song

about fake news in Kansas, he

might call it “50 ways to mis-

lead your readers.”

Bill would make grocers 
one-stop-shop for food, regular beer 

cery and convenience stores, a

7-Eleven and a Phillips 66. 

But he said this was a good

year to compromise because

grocery and convenience stores

may soon struggle to find and

stock cereal malt beverages. 

Colorado and Oklahoma ap-

proved the sale of more alcohol

in grocery and convenience

stores last year, which Lucas

said means vendors could re-

duce the amount of the product

they sell. That, she said, would

it harder for Kansas grocery and

convenience stores to fill their

shelves. Oklahoma’s law, which

goes into effect in 2018, is

being contested by retail liquor

groups. 

Rep. Les Mason, who chairs

the House commerce commit-

tee, said the deal prevents gro-

cery store beer sections from

drying up if cereal malt bever-

age isn’t available. The com-

merce committee heard another

bill earlier this session before

the compromise was reached.

Mason said he hasn’t previ-

ously supported alcohol expan-

sion efforts, but he supported

the compromise. 

Kansas Association of Bever-

age Retailers lobbyist Amy

Campbell said the bill addresses

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ A

years-long effort by Kansas

grocery and convenience stores

that want to sell more alcoholic

products culminated in a com-

promise on Friday when law-

makers agreed to allow them to

sell full-strength beer and allow

liquor stores to sell more non-

alcoholic products. 

Uncork Kansas, a group rep-

resenting grocery and conven-

ience stores, has been

advocating for the stores’ ability

to sell full-strength beer, wine

and liquor in a state that the

temperance movement _ led in

part by famed bar-raider Carry

Nation _ kept dry for nearly 70

years. National prohibition

lasted just 14 years. 

The Senate passed the bill

27-11 on Friday, a day after it

was approved in the House. The

bill now awaits a decision by

conservative Republican Gov.

Sam Brownback. 

The general effort to get

more alcohol in grocery and

convenience stores goes back a

couple decades, according to

Uncork Kansas lobbyist Jessica

Lucas. Her group advocated for

sales of beer, wine and liquor in

grocery stores _ the full gambit

of what liquor stores sell _ but

liquor stores said competing

with grocery chains could put

them out of business. 

The compromise measure

would allow grocers and con-

venience stores to sell full-

strength beer, up to 6 percent

alcohol by volume. Under cur-

rent law, they can only sell ce-

real malt beverages, with up to

3.2 percent alcohol by volume. 

Liquor store would retain the

right to sell wine and liquor, and

they could sell more non-alco-

holic products such as mixers,

shot glasses, lottery tickets and

cigarettes. 

Although the compromise is

better than past proposals for

sales of beer, wine and liquor,

some liquor store owners said,

the legislation would still make

cuts to their profit margins. 

Steve Faust owns MDL Wine

and Spirits in Overland Park.

He said his store would survive,

but the new law would have an

impact. 

``It will decrease my volume,

decrease my profitability, po-

tentially decrease the number of

employees that I employ,’’ he

said, noting his store sits at an

intersection near Hy-Vee gro-

the cereal malt beverage issue

while trying to ensure liquor

stores aren’t put at a competi-

tive disadvantage. 
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How the editor and publisher of a tiny Oregon weekly took on the state

in a state hospital on taxpayer

largesse. A massive gap in the

Oregon criminal justice system.

And two lives cut short because

of it.

But there was more. Zaitz

wanted to know what was in

those 15 records the review

board wouldn't release. So, he

wrote Oregon Attorney General

Ellen Rosenblum, who on

March 15 ordered the review

board to release the records.

Then it got ugly. The review

board defied the attorney gen-

eral's order, citing privacy con-

cerns. A week later, the board

told The Malheur Enterprise to

expect a lawsuit that would

block access to the records.

Then, it made good on its

threat.

Zaitz didn't back down. He

just got mad.

"Frankly, it really got my

hackles up," he said. "It's just

offensive to me that they would

use the brute force of the state

to try and slam our fingers in

the file cabinet drawer to keep

us away from the records."

Zaitz dug in for a fight. He

wrote an appeal requesting

reader support. He raised the

alarm in the press. As he told

the state agency, picking a fight

with a tiny weekly was like

"poking a stick in a badger

hole."

Asked for comment last

week, the review board told

Poynter it would not comment

on the pending litigation.

While the review board was

silent, others began speaking

up. The Seattle Times published

a column in support of the En-

terprise. Therese Bottomly, the

director of news for The Ore-

By Benjamin Mullin
Editor and Publisher

Les Zaitz� wasn't spoiling

for a fight.

After busting frauds and

needling scoundrels at The Ore-

gonian for decades, Zaitz� was

ready for a quiet semi-retire-

ment on his ranch in Eastern

Oregon.

And why not? His 1980 cov-

erage of the eruption of Mount

St. Helens was bronzed for pos-

terity. His stories on lethal Mex-

ican drug cartels earned him a

finalist nod at the Pulitzer

Prizes. He drew national atten-

tion for his reporting on the

Oregon militia standoff.

When he retired last year

from The Oregonian, he was

looking forward to his new gig:

Editor and publisher of The

Malheur Enterprise, a weekly

newspaper in a sleepy town

nestled alongside a river in

Eastern Oregon. He bought the

paper in 2015 with his wife,

herself the former editor of a

weekly, and expected that run-

ning the paper would take up a

couple of days each week.

"I was content for us to just

do a good job covering local

government and local crowd

feeds and good profiles and

teaching the reporters to kick up

their game a notch," Zaitz�

said.

It appears, however, that the

news follows Zaitz� wherever

he goes. Less than six months

into his tenure as editor and

publisher of The Malheur En-

terprise, Zaitz and his two re-

porters stumbled onto a huge

story. To solve that puzzle,

Zaitz and his team would have

to battle a state agency over the

psychiatric records of a man

suspected of killing his ex-wife

and a passing motorist.

It all started shortly after Jan.

12, when Anthony Mont-

wheeler was indicted for mur-

der, kidnapping and assault

after he abducted his wife,

stabbed her to death in the front

seat of his pickup and collided

with the an oncoming car as he

fled police.

It was big news for The Mal-

heur Enterprise, and Zaitz�

saw it as a teaching opportunity

for his newsroom of two. Zaitz�

and his wife bought the weekly

to save it from going out of

business, and he views the

newspaper as a journalism lab-

oratory.

So, they got to work. Zaitz�

helped his reporters background

the suspect, and the gumshoe

work turned up unexpected de-

tails: Montwheeler had a crimi-

nal background stretching back

25 years; he previously kid-

napped his former wife and 3-

year-old son; and — most

importantly — he was released

by Oregon officials just 23 days

before the latest crimes.

But Zaitz knew he was look-

ing at one of the biggest stories

of his career when the team dis-

covered that Montwheeler had

avoided a seven-year prison

sentence by convincing a psy-

chologist that he was mentally

ill. Then, years after he was

confined to a mental hospital,

he was released by the state

Psychiatric Security Review

Board when he admitted to fak-

ing his mental illness.

"That, right away, raised my

antenna," Zaitz said. "I thought,

'wait a minute, what's going on

here?'"

After filing a request with the

review board, Zaitz got ahold of

an audio recording of the De-

cember hearing that set Mont-

wheeler free. The state wouldn't

release 15 records used as ex-

hibits in Montwheeler's hear-

ing, but the recording was

enough for Zaitz to write a

blockbuster story labeled

"Deadly Decisions."

The article, which stretched

for more than 3,000 words, laid

it all out: A dangerous man let

loose by state appointees after

faking mental illness and living

Les Zaitz, the editor and publisher of The Malheur Enterprise. (Photo by David Zaitz)

gonian, described it as a "David

and Goliath fight" in an email to

Poynter. Attorney Duane

Bosworth, a First Amendment

specialist, noted that the pub-

lic's interest in the records was

"extraordinarily high" in an

email to Poynter. Daniel Be-

varly, the executive director of

the National Freedom of Infor-

mation Coalition, called the

state's refusal to turn over the

records "disturbing."

"This is a very interesting

and disturbing case," Bevarly

wrote. "It represents a troubling

trend regarding the pursuit of

public records."

Indeed, The Malheur Enter-

ORLANDO, Fla. — A

Florida prosecutor is firing a

double-barreled response to

Gov. Rick Scott's efforts to take

almost two-dozen criminal

cases away from her after she

said her office would no longer

seek the death penalty.

State Attorney Aramis Ayala

filed a lawsuit Tuesday in fed-

eral court, and was filing an-

other one with Florida's highest

court later in the day, challeng-

ing Scott's ability to remove her

from death-penalty cases in her

district, which covers Orlando

and its suburbs.

Ayala's complaint with the

Florida Supreme Court will ask

the justices to declare her the

prosecutor in the cases that

were ordered to be taken away

from her. If the justices won't do

that immediately, the lawsuit

asks them to stop the transfer of

cases from her office until the

state's highest court decides

whether Scott's actions were

proper or if they violated the

state's constitution.

Ayala's federal lawsuit

claims Scott's actions violated

the U.S. Constitution by disre-

garding the choice of Orlando-

area voters who picked Ayala

during last year's election. The

federal lawsuit also said Ayala's

due process rights under the

Fourteenth Amendment were

violated by the governor's or-

ders.

"Earlier in her career as an

Assistant State Attorney, Ayala

had been willing to seek a death

sentence in an appropriate case,

and she held that belief

throughout her campaign for

State Attorney," the federal

complaint said. "However, al-

though Florida law grants State

Prosecutor Challenges Florida
Governor's Right to Take Cases

Attorneys the authority to seek

the death penalty in first-degree

murder cases where aggravat-

ing factors are present, neither

the Florida Constitution nor the

Florida Criminal Statutes re-

quire them to do so."

Ayala's attorney, Roy Austin,

was asking the federal court to

temporarily freeze any action

on the complaint until the

Florida Supreme Court lawsuit

is resolved.

Austin is a high-profile,

Washington-based addition to

Ayala's fight against the gover-

nor. Austin was a former deputy

assistant to President Obama

for the White House's office of

urban affairs and worked as a

deputy assistant general in the

civil rights division of the U.S.

Justice Department.

Austin called the governor's

actions "unprecedented."

prise was among a growing

number of publishers finding

themselves battling for public

records without the resources

necessary to prevail. Nearly

two-thirds of editors that re-

sponded to a survey from The

Knight Foundation at the end of

2015 said that news organiza-

tions were no longer prepared

to go to court to preserve First

Amendment freedoms. When

asked why, nearly 90 percent

said money was the primary

factor. (Full disclosure: The

Knight Foundation funds Poyn-

ter's coverage of transformation

in local news).

As it turns out, The Malheur

Enterprise didn't have to fight

for very long. On Tuesday, Ore-

gon Gov. Kate Brown took the

rare step of intervening in the

case, calling the review board's

lawsuit "plain wrong" and or-

dered the records released.

"No one requesting public

records should be at risk of

being sued by a state agency,"

she wrote. "I believe the public

is best served by bringing this

matter to an end now, rather

than after a lengthy and costly

litigation."

The Malheur Enterprise got

the records on Tuesday. In an

email to Poynter, Zaitz said the

newspaper is now following the

paper trail wherever it leads.

"This wasn't a fight we went

looking for but it wasn't one we

were going to run from either,"

Zaitz said. "Now, we'll carefully

review the records to determine

the history of the state's han-

dling of Anthony Montwheeler

— and pursue additional

records as warranted."

Zaitz wasn't looking for a

fight. But you can be sure he's

going to finish it.

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ Six-
axle semitrailer-tractor vehicle
combinations with a gross
weight of up to 90,000 pounds
will be allowed on some Kansas
roads, but only if the vehicle is
hauling agricultural loads.

House Bill 2095 cleared both
chambers of the Legislature this
week, with a narrower scope
than initially written.

The agricultural industry

pushed for the bill, and rail-
roads pushed back. The bill ini-
tially passed the House in
February on a 77-48 vote. As it
continued to move through the
Legislature, language was
added to restrict loads generally
to farm commodities or live-
stock. The compromise lan-
guage passed the Senate on a
38-2 vote Wednesday and on a
123-1 vote in the House Thurs-

day. It heads to the governor’s
desk.

Under the legislation, the
Kansas Department of Trans-
portation will issue special ve-
hicle permits for certain vehicle
combinations with a gross
weight of more than 85,500
pounds but not more than
90,000 pounds, transporting di-
visible loads on six or more
axles. They cannot operate on

interstate highways and must
adhere to posted restrictions on
bridges.

Currently, the weight limit is
85,500 pounds. The 90,000
pounds on six axles was less
than what the agriculture indus-
try would have desired, accord-
ing to committee testimony, but
was considered a target that
could pass the Legislature.

The farm sector noted that

Kansas is an island with its
comparatively low limit, sur-
rounded by states with higher
limits. The railroad industry
cautioned that it could result in
the abandonment of short rail
lines.

“For most of our Kansas
members, that decision has al-
ready been made for them be-
cause over 70 percent of our
co-op upright grain storage fa-

cilities currently have no active
rail service. Thus, it isn’t even
an option to go directly to the
rail. But, what many do, and
will continue to do, is truck to a
rail load out facility,” Kaufman
said in written testimony.

Advocates also contended
the higher limits would reduce
trips and increase road safety.
They also cited a shortage of
truck drivers.

Heavier trucks for ag-only to be allowed on some Kansas roads 
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By Ilya Shapiro
CATO Institute

This was an eventful week
for two government institutions,
the Supreme Court and Senate.
More than a year after Justice
Antonin Scalia’s death, the high
court will on Monday finally re-
turn to a full complement of
nine justices. But the confirma-
tion of the newest justice, Neil
Gorsuch, happened only after
the Senate decided, on a party-
line vote, to exercise the “nu-
clear option” and remove
filibusters for Supreme Court
nominations.

These developments sound
like a really big deal, but they
were easily predictable given
our toxic political climate and
won’t actually change the oper-
ation of either institution. But
here are five takeaways for our
post-nuclear-option world:

1. The Supreme Court. The
court effectively returns to the
status quo before Scalia’s death.
No two justices are the same,
but Gorsuch could have been
expected to vote the same as
Scalia on all the hot-button
cases that broke down 5-4, and
also on the cases (especially in
criminal procedure) that joined
the court’s left and right against
the middle. As it turns out,
Scalia’s absence only changed
the result in a handful of cases
and the court has largely suc-
ceeded in avoiding 4-4 splits.
Adding a ninth justice will,
however, make it marginally
easier to get the four votes
needed to “grant cert” (have a
case accepted for review), espe-
cially on potentially controver-
sial issues.

2. The Senate. The exercise
of the “nuclear option” returns
Senate procedures to what they
were 15 years ago. The fili-
buster was simply not em-
ployed for partisan purposes
against a nominee who had ma-
jority support before Harry
Reid started filibustering
George W. Bush’s lower-court
nominees in 2003. (Infamously,
the Senate denied Miguel
Estrada an up-or-down vote
seven times to prevent Bush
from later having the opportu-
nity to elevate the first Hispanic
justice.) Reid used the “nuclear
option” to eliminate that sort of
filibuster a decade later, so per-
haps this week’s action should
be called “thermonuclear.” A
Senate majority will still be able
to stall a nomination made by a
president of the opposing party-
we could see more Merrick
Garlands-but a Senate minority
will lack that power.

3. The next nominee. By fili-
bustering the milquetoast Gor-
such despite the high
probability and repeatedly ex-
pressed intention of the Repub-
licans to go nuclear, the
Democrats have destroyed any
leverage they had over the next
nominee. Should there be an-
other vacancy under President
Trump while the GOP controls
the Senate, there will be zero in-
centive for the President to
moderate his choice. It’s not at
all clear that Republican sena-
tors such as Susan Collins of
Maine, Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska, Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina and other “insti-
tutionalists” would’ve gone
along with a “nuclear option” to
replace Justice Ruth Bader

Democrats Have Zero
Leverage after Gorsuch

Ginsburg with a nominee more
controversial than Gorsuch. But
now they won’t face that
dilemma.

4. Our political culture.
Given the highly charged battle
we’ve seen — only three De-
mocrats, from states Trump
won bigly (Indiana, North
Dakota, West Virginia), voted
for Gorsuch, and just one more,
fellow Coloradan Michael Ben-
net, voted against a filibuster —
too many people will now think
of the justices in partisan terms.
That’s too bad, but not a sur-
prise when contrasting methods
of constitutional and statutory
interpretation largely track
party politics. Relatedly, confir-
mation hearings will continue
to be Kabuki theater, educa-
tional to some about various
legal doctrines but not illumi-
nating anything of the nomi-
nee’s judicial philosophy. On
the other hand, perhaps nomi-
nees will occasionally feel free
to express themselves, knowing
that they don’t need any of the
minority party’s votes.

5. Neil Gorsuch. You may
not agree with him on every
case, but his opinions will be
well-reasoned and clearly writ-
ten. Gorsuch’s mentor, Justice
Byron White, liked to say that
each new justice makes for a
new court, and I look forward to
the breath of fresh air, intellec-
tual rigor, collegiality, and con-
stitutional seriousness that
Justice Gorsuch will bring. Neil
Gorsuch will serve with distinc-
tion.
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Waterville Golf Course
Public Welcome - 9 hole grass green course.

Green Fees are $12.00 a day, plus cart rental fees are posted.

The clubhouse is available to rent. 
Member and Guest cost is $50.00. 
There is a required deposit of $50.00 
for all renters.

Memberships:
$325 single membership,
$375 family membership.
Monthly bank draft available.
Call Terry Roepke
at 785-363-2224 or Alan Yungeberg
785-363-7444

By Caleb Ecarma 
Heritage Foundation

Neil M. Gorsuch joined the
Supreme Court on Monday
morning as Justice Anthony M.
Kennedy, for whom Gorsuch
once clerked, administered the
judicial oath of office in a for-
mal Rose Garden ceremony.

The White House event
shortly after 11 a.m. followed a
private swearing-in two hours
earlier at the Supreme Court,
where Chief Justice John G.
Roberts Jr. officiated.

“I have no doubt that you
will go down as one of the truly
great justices in the history of
the Supreme Court,” President
Donald Trump said to his nom-
inee, in opening remarks in the
Rose Garden.

Gorsuch becomes the 113th
justice in Supreme Court his-
tory, filling the ninth seat on the
bench that had been vacant
since the unexpected death of
Justice Antonin Scalia nearly 14
months ago.

Gorsuch, who will turn 50 in
August, is the youngest current
member of the court. He had
served since 2006 on the Col-
orado-based 10th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

“Justice Gorsuch, you are
now entrusted with the sacred
duty of defending our Constitu-
tion,” Trump said, adding:

“Our country is counting on
you to be wise, impartial, and
fair. To serve under our laws,
not over them, and to safeguard
the right of the people to govern
their own affairs. I have no
doubt you will rise to the occa-
sion and that the decisions you
will make will not only protect
our Constitution today, but for
many generations to come.

Gorsuch took the oath of of-
fice—taken by public servants
in all U.S. government

branches—at the private cere-
mony scheduled for 9 a.m. at
the Supreme Court. Gorsuch
took the oath with his left hand
upon a family Bible held by his
wife Louise.

Little more than two hours
later, Gorsuch took the judicial
oath administered by Kennedy
in the Rose Garden. This time
his wife held the Bible as
Trump, who nominated Gor-
such Jan. 31, looked on.

This particular oath,
Kennedy said in brief remarks,
also dates to 1789 and “reminds
us that we as a people are bound
together.”

All current justices, as well
as Scalia’s widow, Maureen,
and eldest son, Eugene, were
present for both ceremonies.

“I’ve always heard the most
important thing a president of
the United States does is ap-
point people, hopefully great
people like this appointment, to
the United States Supreme
Court, and I can say this is a
great honor,” Trump said be-
forehand.

The president added, to
laughter: “And I got it done
even in the first 100 days. You
think that’s easy?”

Trump noted that Gorsuch
and Kennedy are the first for-
mer clerk and justice to serve
together on the nation’s highest
court.

“You remember that, right?”
the president quipped, turning
to the two men and referring to
their prior association. “That’s
sort of a big deal,” he added.

The Senate confirmed Gor-
such by a 54-45 vote Friday,
after Republicans triggered the
so-called nuclear option Thurs-
day to end Democrats’ filibuster
and require only 51 votes rather
than 60 to end debate and pro-
ceed to a vote. Only three De-
mocrats voted to confirm him.

Gorsuch Joins the Supreme
Court With Nod to Scalia

Gorsuch thanked the presi-
dent, vice president, and the
team, led by former Sen. Kelly
Ayotte of New Hampshire, that
saw him through “months and
so many miles trooping to-
gether thru the Senate complex”
during the confirmation
process.

He also thanked by name
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell and Senate Judici-
ary Chairman Chuck Grassley,
R-Iowa, both of whom fended
off Democrats’ multiple at-
tempts to derail his nomination.

To his former law clerks and
friends, Gorsuch said: “This is
truly your doing, this is your
day. … You know who you are,
and you know your names are
etched in my heart forever.”

Addressing Scalia’s widow,
the new justice pledged: “To the
family of Justice Scalia: I will
never forget that the seat I in-
herit today is that of a very, very
great man.”

Gorsuch’s voice broke
slightly as he thanked his wife
and two children.

Gorsuch also had a word for
his new colleagues.

“Thank you for the warm
welcome,” he said. “I look for-
ward to many happy years to-
gether.”

Those years begin right
away. Gorsuch will rule on sev-
eral high-profile cases, as the
court meets in private as early
as Thursday to consider cases
for the upcoming term.

“The swearing in of Neil
Gorsuch, who is a committed
constitutionalist, is a big victory
for conservatives and the
Trump administration,” said
Elizabeth Slattery, a legal fel-
low in the The Heritage Foun-
dation’s Institute for
Constitutional Government.
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By Ken McIntyre 

Heritage Foundation

In a rare acknowledgement

of conservative journalists by

the most powerful arbiter of se-

rious journalism, political com-

mentator and columnist Peggy

Noonan on Monday won a

Pulitzer Prize for her columns

for The Wall Street Journal on

the 2016 presidential campaign.

Awarding her the 2017

Pulitzer Prize for distinguished

commentary, judges said Noo-

nan earned it for “rising to the

moment with beautifully ren-

dered columns that connected

readers to the shared virtues of

Americans during one of the

nation’s most divisive political

campaigns.”

The Pulitzer judges recog-

nized Noonan’s graceful but

grounded work—she tends to

write as if passing along per-

sonal, first-person musings on

what she has observed or

friends have said—in 10

columns published between

Feb. 27 and Dec. 31, 2016.

In the first entry, she writes

of the divide between two

classes – the “protected” and

the “unprotected”—and the dis-

satisfaction among the latter, or-

dinary Americans, that powered

Donald Trump’s campaign:

Many Americans suffered

from illegal immigration—its

impact on labor markets, finan-

cial costs, crime, the sense that

the rule of law was collapsing.

But the protected did fine—

more workers at lower wages.

No effect of illegal immigration

was likely to hurt them person-

ally.

It was good for the protected.

But the unprotected watched

and saw. They realized the pro-

tected were not looking out for

them, and they inferred that

they were not looking out for

the country, either.

Peggy Noonan, Who Explored Why Trump 
Appeals to Americans, Wins Pulitzer for Commentary

The unprotected came to

think they owed the establish-

ment— another word for the

protected—nothing, no particu-

lar loyalty, no old allegiance.

Mr. Trump came from that.

Noonan would be sharply

critical of Trump during the

campaign, but saw early that he

not only could win the nomina-

tion but also the general elec-

tion against Hillary Clinton.

Although her columns and

commentary sometimes have

been kinder to more centrist or

even liberal Republicans such

as John McCain and George W.

Bush than to conservatives such

as Sarah Palin or Ted Cruz,

many conservative Americans

still claim Noonan, 66, as one

of their own.

This is perhaps because she

continued to hold up the exam-

ple of one of her greatest polit-

ical heroes, Ronald Reagan.

Noonan, who first drew na-

tional attention as a speech-

writer and special assistant to

President Reagan from 1984 to

1986, has written a weekly col-

umn for The Journal since

2000.

The Brooklyn native also is

the author of nine books, five of

them bestsellers, beginning

with 1990’s “What I Saw at the

Revolution: A Political Life in

the Reagan Era,” through

2015’s “The Time of Our Lives:

Collected Writings.”

As her Wikipedia entry

notes, Noonan wrote Reagan’s

acclaimed “Boys of Pointe du

Hoc” speech in 1984 marking

the 40th anniversary of D-Day.

Millions of Americans also

heard Reagan deliver a moving,

Noonan-penned address to the

nation following the explosion

of the space shuttle Challenger

in 1986.

While writing speeches for

Vice President George H.W.

Bush (she was chief speech-

writer for his successful cam-

paign to succeed Reagan as

president), Noonan coined the

phrases “a kinder, gentler na-

tion” and “a thousand points of

light.” She also came up with

“Read my lips: No new

taxes”—a memorable pledge

(and play on Clint Eastwood)

that came back to haunt Bush.

In a column published Nov.

26, less than three weeks after

Trump defeated Clinton, Noo-

nan warned that the incoming

president’s reputation as a gar-

rulous dealmaker needed to un-

dergo a transformation so that

he is seen as patriot above all.

She wrote:

The press does not believe,

not for a second, and Democrats

do not believe, not for a second,

that Mr. Trump will be able to

change the habits of a lifetime.

They are relying on it.

Mr. Trump shocked them by

winning. He should shock them

now with rectitude.

Peggy Noonan has a sweet moment with her former boss, President Ronald
Reagan, in 1988. (Photo: The White House)

By William Patrick  
Watchdog

Bad press, combined with

federal rules and regulations

disproportionately targeting the

higher education alternatives,

have taken their toll on non-

profit and for-profit universities

in recent years — but that could

soon change.

For-profit and private non-

profit colleges and universities

offer career-building options

separate from traditional public

universities. Small class sizes,

hands-on training and flexible

schedules are common features

designed to help students obtain

degrees, practical jobs skills

and employment-related certifi-

cations.

Student bodies also are di-

verse, and not just demographi-

cally. Active military members,

veterans, adults at various

stages of life, and those with

jobs and children are more in-

tentionally accommodated. As a

result, enrollment has skyrock-

eted over the past two decades.

But regulatory change is

afoot. In February, Arthur

Keiser, chancellor and CEO of

Fort Lauderdale-based Keiser

University, was named chair-

man of the National Advisory

Committee on Institutional

Quality and Integrity.

The committee will make

recommendations to U.S. Sec-

retary of Education Betsy

DeVos — a noted Florida edu-

cation reformer — regarding

accreditation and institutional

eligibility for federal student fi-

nancial aid.

Keiser University is a private

nonprofit school with nearly

20,000 students enrolled across

18 Florida campuses. It offers

100 degrees at the doctoral

through associate level, and em-

ploys 3,800 staff and faculty,

according to its website.

Bottom of Form

Other large Florida private

nonprofit universities include

Nova Southeastern, St. Leo,

Barry and the University of

Miami. Together with Keiser,

they serve about 87,000 stu-

dents.

More recently, the U.S. De-

partment of Education signaled

a potential policy shift when it

allowed additional time for

postsecondary schools to appeal

“gainful employment” determi-

nations issued by the Obama

administration in its final days.

“This action is taken to allow

the Department to further re-

view the (gainful employment)

regulations and their implemen-

tation,” a statement from the

acting assistant secretary for the

federal student aid office said in

March.

Billed as an accountability

measure, outgoing Education

Department officials released

the first student loan debt-to-

earnings rates on Jan. 9, pur-

suant to regulations finalized in

2014. At stake is access to fed-

eral student financial aid, the

lifeline for for-profit and non-

profit career schools.

Industry representatives

viewed the 11th-hour release as

a parting shot from an adminis-

tration overly hostile to higher

education alternative career

schools.

Steve Gunderson, president

and CEO of Career Education

Colleges and Universities, a

membership organization of

470 campuses offering career

training programs, said the de-

cision was “all about political

motivations and harming insti-

tutions” and had “nothing to do

with expanding higher educa-

tion access and opportunity or

creating sound public policy.”

“It is time to stop the war,”

Gunderson said in a statement.

Schools now have until July

1 to submit appeals and comply

with formerly enacted regula-

Private nonprofit, for-profit universities could  get regulatory relief
tory disclosure requirements.

The former administration

regulatory actions were bol-

stered by high-profile disasters

in the career training space in

which it played an active role.

For-profit colleges made

headlines when California-

based Corinthian Colleges In-

ternational closed or sold off

more than 90 nationwide cam-

puses in 2014 amid allegations

of falsified job-placement data

and predatory lending.

Last year, the federal Con-

sumer Financial Protection Bu-

reau accused ITT Tech of

pushing high-cost predatory

loans on vulnerable students.

The school closed after DOE

required it “to boost its cash re-

serves,” and ultimately cut off

access to federal student aid.

The industry also has re-

ceived negative publicity for

high student loan default rates,

which some scholars say is on

par with public universities

when comparing similar student

body demographics.
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as outlined in the Parks and

Recreation FFS.

A final Steering Committee

Meeting was held March 29,

2017, in which the Committee

reviewed the FFS final docu-

ment, considered implantation

options utilizing a sales tax to

fund improvements, and re-

viewed a draft sales tax ques-

tion.

Implementation options

considered:

Option 1: Bond and construct

all projects simultaneously with

$.25 cent sales tax (sales tax re-

mains at 8.95%)

Option 2:  Bond and con-

struct all projects simultane-

ously with a $.4 cent sales tax

(sales tax increases to 9.1%)

Option 3:  Stagger construc-

tion of projects as funds are

available with $.25 cent sales

tax (sales tax remains at 8.95%)

– Eisenhower completed 2020

– Anthony completed 2021 –

CiCo completed 2025 – Trails

continual throughout the 10

years

The Steering Committee

unanimously agreed to recom-

mend the Parks and Recreation

FFS be accepted by the City

Commission at the April 11

Work Session and concurred

with the draft sales tax question.

Additionally, the majority of the

Steering Committee preferred

implementation of Option 3.

Several Steering Committee

members (30%) preferred im-

plementation of Option 2 in

order to achieve all improve-

ments in a shorter time frame

even though it would require a

higher sales tax increase than

the $.25 cent as indicated in Op-

tion 3.

At the April 3, 2017, Parks

and Recreation Advisory Board

(PRAB) meeting, the Board re-

viewed the FFS final document,

considered implantation options

utilizing a sales tax to fund im-

provements, and reviewed a

draft sales tax question. PRAB

moved to recommend the FFS

be accepted by the City Com-

mission with a preferred Option

3 for implementation of im-

provements, and recommend

the draft sales tax question be

considered for funding im-

provements. Further, PRAB

discussed the future use of ex-

cess QOL sales tax funds,

PRAB unanimously supports

the use of any excess QOL sales

tax funds for Sunset Zoo im-

provements as the original 2009

sales tax was intended.

A draft sales tax question is

attached and a final draft sales

tax question would be brought

back to the Commission for re-

view at a later date. Note in the

language of the draft sales tax

question that the question de-

tails the collection of the “New

Sales Tax” to commence on the

later date of the cessation of the

.25% city-wide retailers’ sales

tax implemented on October 1,

2009, or January 1, 2018, or as

soon thereafter as permitted by

law - any new sales tax cannot

occur until the existing sales tax

is retired.

Indoor improvements would

occur on USD 383 property.

Tennis court improvements at

CiCo Park would occur on

USD 383 property. In order for

the City to construct facilities

on USD property, an interlocal

agreement will be required be-

tween the City and USD

The City and USD 383 cur-

rently have a Memorandum of

Understanding for shared use of

facilities that was renewed in

2013 and a new Memorandum

of Understanding is envisioned

on the expanded facilities.

Additional indoor improve-

ments will provide community-

wide benefits to the citizens of

Manhattan and Riley County.

USD 383 recognizes these ben-

efits and has submitted a letter

of support to the City Commis-

sion expressing their full inten-

tion to cooperate with City

efforts to advance mutually

beneficial improvements and

the district intentions to partici-

pate in adjustments, revision,

and /or expansion of current

agreements on property and

shared facilities. (See the at-

tached letter from USD 383).

FINANCING
The current $0.25 Quality

of Life Sales Tax expires in

2019, but could be called as

early as August 1, 2017. Ade-

quate funds will have been

collected to finalize debt re-

tirement of the City Park Pool

Project, Northview/CiCo Pool

Projects, and the Sunset Zoo

Nature Exploration Center

Project by August; however,

there would not be an excess

of sales tax funds. It is antici-

pated that approximately

$1,276,395 in excess QOL

sales tax funds would be gen-

erated by the end of 2017.

Any excess funds would re-

turn to the City General Fund

to be utilized at the discretion

of the City Commission.

If the City were to notify

the Kansas Department of

Revenue that the ‘old’ quality

of life sales tax were to expire

the last quarter of 2017, and

in November the voters

passed the ‘new’ quality of life

sales tax the tax would be con-

tinuous from 2017 into 2018.

(The State needs a three

month notice to end or begin

a tax rate.) In this scenario,

revenue from the old tax

would be received through

March 31, 2018.

City Parks Plan Will Cost Taxpayers $$$$ _______from page one

See City page 8

Cutline Taken From Project Description
With respect to development of new indoor aquatic facilities

two initial considerations were addressed. Covering the existing

50- meter City Park lap pool was one option that was analyzed.

City Park, located in the central part of the city is within walking

distance of a significant portion of the community and is heavily

used. City Park pool facilities are well used also. The visual impact

of the scale of this facility would be significant and impact the use

of the existing pool during construction and permanently with

the shade provided during summer months. The Steering Commit-

tee did not recommend further consideration of this option.

Cutline Taken From Project Description
The City of Manhattan, Kansas Community Development De-

partment identified that a neighborhood recreation center, pro-

posed to be located in Douglass Park at 10th and Yuma St., will

enhance the opportunities for youth and adult court use and pro-

vide an additional venue for neighborhood activities and support.

The Neighborhood Multipurpose Facility proposed for Douglass

Park has been developed in conjunction with Community Multi-

purpose Facilities being  onsidered for sites in the northeast and

northwest portions of Manhattan adjacent to Eisenhower and An-

thony Middle Schools. The Douglass Park site is centrally located

in the south portion of the city and allows access to a community

center within walking or biking distance of the center of town.

City of Manhattan Parks and Recreation 

Facility Feasibility Study Projects will Cost

$30,000,000 to $40,000,000
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Potential excess QOL sales

tax funds could be utilized as

originally intended at the Sun-

set Zoo. Sunset Zoo admis-

sion/participation numbers

continue to increase which in-

creases pressure for adequate

parking. Currently, the Zoo has

78 parking stalls which are in-

adequate for many high atten-

dance days and all special

events that occur at the Sunset

Zoo must utilize the gravel/dirt

overflow parking lots north and

east  of  the existing parking lot.

Utilization of excess sales tax

funds to provide an additional

95 parking stalls would be con-

sistent with the original intent

of the $.25 cent Quality of Life

Sales Tax.  Additionally, Sunset

Zoo is in a fund raising cam-

paign for Expedition Asia, a

$2.7 million project, which

will provide the Zoo with three

new interactive exhibits, featur-

ing critically endangered

species from Asia (Malayan

Tiger, Sloth Bear, and Amur

Leopard), as well as providing

Americans with Disabilities Act

(ADA) access to the lower tier

of the Zoo, which will make the

Sunset Zoo 100% ADA acces-

sible when done. It will also

allow Sunset Zoo to deal with

some antiquated exhibits that

the Association of Zoos and

Aquariums (AZA) commented

on at the most recent Sunset

Zoo AZA accreditation inspec-

tion. Utilization of excess sales

tax funds towards new exhibits

would be consistent with the

original intent of the $.25 cent

Quality of Life Sales Tax.

Possible time line for the

November 2017 Election is:

April 11, 2017 – Work Ses-

sion to consider Steering Com-

mittee recommendation

May 2, 2017 – City Commis-

sion considers a resolution au-

thorizing the specific language

of a sales tax question to be pro-

posed to the public for the gen-

eral election in November

June through November

2017 – community education of

the sales tax question

September 1, 2017 – dead-

line for special sales tax ques-

tion to be delivered to the Riley

County Clerk for the November

general election

November 7, 2017 – Election

Day

RECOMMENDATION

City Administration recom-

mends that the City Commis-

sion accept the Parks and

Recreation Facility Feasibility

Study as recommended by the

Steering Committee and the

Parks and Recreation Advisory

Board; provide input on a pre-

ferred  implementation option;

provide input on a draft sales

tax question for the Commis-

sion to consider in the future;

and provide direction for City

Administration to develop a

draft interlocal agreement and a

shared use memorandum of un-

derstanding between USD 383

and the City for the Commis-

sion to consider in the future.

City Parks Plan Will Cost Taxpayers $$$$ _______from page 7

Cutline Taken From Project Description
Anthony Middle School _ The preliminary program consisted

of court space for 4 multi-sport courts, an elevated walking track,

a multi-purpose/community room, an appropriately scaled lobby,

Cutline Taken From Project Description
Eisenhower Middle School _ The preliminary program consists

of court  space for 4 multi-sport courts, an elevated walking track,

hospitality space, staff office area, restrooms with lockers and

changing space, storage, and miscellaneous building support

spaces. A 44,000 square-foot facility to be located adjacent to the

existing middle school would accommodate 4-courts, while a

33,000 square-foot facility would accommodate 3-courts. The pri-

mary difference between this facility and the proposed Douglass

Park facility is the size of the court space.

a multipurpose/community room, an appropriately scaled lobby,

hospitality space, staff office area, restrooms with lockers and

changing space, storage, and miscellaneous building support

spaces. This approximately 44,000 square foot facility is to be lo-

cated adjacent to Eisenhower Middle School. The primary differ-

ence between this facility and the proposed facility at Douglass

Park is the size of the court space.

Cutline Taken From Project Description
Priority 2 focuses on improvements to outdoor sports facilities

used for recreational and competitive leagues and programs. Many

of these programs and venues are of great benefit to our commu-

nity. The following are a few well-recognized benefits of recre-

ation programs that occur at these facilities: 

See graphics on page 12
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The Blue Rapids Housing Authority will have the

annual public hearing at the regular June 13 meeting

concerning the 2017 Capital Fund Program and pol-

icy changes over the past year. Information is avail-

able at the office at 504 E. 5th Street, Blue Rapids

during office hours. For more information call 363-

7711.

Public Hearing

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  No

deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-

gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!

FAA approved! FREE info kit:

844-359-3973

Misc.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are

you behind paying your

MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan

Modification? Is the bank

threatening foreclosure? CALL

Homeowner's Relief Line now

for Help!  855-401-4513

Misc.

For Sale

40’ Grade A Steel Cargo

Containers $1650.00 in KC.

$1950.00 in Solomon Ks.  20s’

45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available

Call 785 655 9430 or go online

to Chuckhenry.com  for pricing,

availability & Freight estimates.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Great Plains Trucking of

Salina, KS is hiring OTR Trac-

tor-trailer Flatbed drivers look-

ing for a career!  Our drivers

travel 48 U.S. states.  We offer

well-maintained equipment,

and excellent home time, com-

pensation and benefits package.

Contact Brett or Judy at 785-

823-2261 or brettw@gptruck-

ing.com,

judym@gptrucking.com or

fill out an online application at

www.gptrucking.com. 

Misc.

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS -

Now offering a 45-Day Risk

Free Offer!  FREE BATTER-

IES for Life!  Call to start your

free trial!  877-687-4650

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

CHARITY.  Receive maximum

value of write off for your

taxes.  Running or not!  All con-

ditions accepted.  Free pickup.

Call for details. 844-268-9386

Misc.

LIVING WITH KNEE OR

BACK PAIN?  Medicare recip-

ients may qualify to receive a

pain relieving brace at little or

no cost.  Call now! 855-796-

7301

Misc.

Lung Cancer?  And 60+

Years Old?  If So, You And

Your Family May Be Entitled

To A Significant Cash Award.

Call 866-327-2721 To Learn

More.  No Risk.  No Money

Out Of Pocket.

Misc.

Classifieds

By ROBERT BURNS and

LOLITA C. BALDOR

WASHINGTON (AP) -- The

United States has concluded

Russia knew in advance of

Syria's chemical weapons at-

tack last week, a senior U.S. of-

ficial said Monday.

The official said a drone op-

erated by Russians was flying

over a hospital as victims of the

attack were rushing to get treat-

ment. Hours after the drone left,

a Russian-made fighter jet

bombed the hospital in what

American officials believe was

an attempt to cover up the usage

of chemical weapons.

The senior official said the

U.S. has no proof of Russian in-

volvement in the actual chemi-

cal attack in northern Syria.

But the official said the pres-

ence of the surveillance drone

over the hospital couldn't have

been a coincidence, and that

Russia must have known the

chemical weapons attack was

coming and that victims were

seeking treatment.

The official, who wasn't au-

thorized to speak publicly on

intelligence matters and de-

manded anonymity, didn't give

precise timing for when the

drone was in the area, where

more than 80 people were

killed. The official also didn't

provide details for the military

and intelligence information

that form the basis of what the

Pentagon now believes.

Another U.S. official cau-

tioned that no final American

determination has been made

that Russia knew ahead of time

that chemical weapons would

be used. That official wasn't au-

thorized to speak about internal

administration deliberations

and spoke on condition of

anonymity.

The allegation of Russian

foreknowledge is grave, even

by the standards of the currently

dismal U.S.-Russian relations.

Although Russia has stead-

fastly supported Syrian Presi-

dent Bashar Assad's

government, and they've coor-

dinated military attacks to-

gether, Washington has never

previously accused Moscow of

complicity in any attack that in-

volved the gassing of innocent

civilians, including children.

The former Cold War foes even

worked together in 2013 to re-

move and destroy more than

1,300 tons of Syrian chemical

weapons and agents.

Until Monday, U.S. officials

had said they weren't sure

whether Russia or Syria oper-

ated the drone. The official said

the U.S. is now convinced Rus-

sia controlled the drone. The of-

ficial said it still isn't clear who

was flying the jet that bombed

the hospital, because the Syri-

ans also fly Russian-made air-

craft.

U.S. officials previously

have said Russians routinely

work with Syrians at the

Shayrat air base where the at-

tack is supposed to have origi-

nated. U.S. officials say the

chemical weapons were stored

there and that those elements

add to the conclusion that Rus-

sia was complicit in the attack.

Last Thursday 59 Tomahawk

missiles were fired on the gov-

ernment-controlled base in the

United States' first direct mili-

tary action against Assad's

forces.

The U.S. has been focusing

its military action in Syria on

defeating the Islamic State

group.

On Monday, Col. John J.

Thomas, a U.S. military

spokesman, said the U.S. has

taken extra defensive precau-

tions in Syria in case of possible

retaliation against American

forces for the cruise missile at-

tack.

Thomas told reporters at the

Pentagon that the increased em-

phasis on defensive measures to

protect U.S. troops on the

ground in Syria led to a slight

and temporary decline in offen-

sive U.S. airstrikes against IS in

Syria.

There has been no Syrian re-

taliation so far for the cruise

missile attack, which destroyed

or rendered inoperable more

than 20 Syria air force planes,

he said.

Thomas said the U.S. intends

to return to full offensive air op-

erations against IS as soon as

possible.

Official: Russia knew Syrian
chemical attack was coming 

By JOHN HANNA
AP Political Writer
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _

Kansas is taking steps to give
parents more control over med-
ical decisions about life-extend-
ing care for their disabled or
critically ill children with a new
law that supporters hope be-
comes a model for other states.

Republican Gov. Sam
Brownback signed a bill Friday
that will prevent hospitals and
physicians from instituting do-
not-resuscitate orders or similar
directives for children if one
parent objects. The new law
takes effect July 1.

The law was a priority for
Kansans for Life, an influential
anti-abortion group that also
lobbies against assisted suicide
and on end-of-life issues. The

measure also had the backing of
other conservatives groups, the
Kansas Catholic Conference
and advocates for the disabled.
Brownback was surrounded by
members of several families as
he signed it.

``The dignity and quality of
each life should be valued,''
Brownback said before signing
the bill. ``It should be revered.
It should be protected.''

Supporters said the new law
is the first of its kind and it was
inspired by cases in other states,
including Missouri. Brownback
and other supporters of Kansas'
bill wore stickers featuring a
photo of Simon Crosier, a 3-
month-old St. Louis boy with a
rare genetic disorder who died
in December 2010.

The boy had a rare genetic
disorder that often causes in-
fants to be born dead or to die
shortly after birth. His parents
said a physician issued a do-
not-resuscitate order for their
son without their knowledge.
They sought passage of the
Kansas law, which is named for
him, and hope it encourages
Missouri lawmakers to follow
suit.

The Kansas Senate approved
the measure 29-9 last month,
and the House followed suit
two weeks later, 121-3 .

Under the new law, health
care providers must notify at
least one parent when they in-
tend to institute a do-not-resus-
citate order or similar directive,
and the parent can refuse. Par-
ents can go to court if they be-

lieve the law is being violated,
and if parents ask, health care
providers are required to pro-
vide their policies outlining
when medical treatments are
deemed futile.

While acknowledging the
tragedies faced by the Crosiers
and parents in other states, sev-
eral legislators who voted
against the bill questioned
whether it was necessary in
Kansas.

Democratic Rep. John
Carmichael, a Wichita attorney
who has handled lawsuits in-
volving medical care for three
decades, said: ``I have never
known of an instance when the
physician disregarded the fam-
ily's wishes.'' 

Kansas to give parents more say in children's critical care

SAWMILLS from only

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE

MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimen-

sion. In stock ready to ship!

FREE Info/DVD: www.Nor-

woodSawmills.com 1-800-578-

1363 Ext.300N

Misc.

VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! There’s a cheaper al-

ternative than high drugstore

prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL

$99.00 FREE Shipping!  100%

guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855-

850-3904
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Cutline Taken From Project Description
The current linear trail system consists largely of dedicated

shared-use trails by which cyclists, pedestrians and other trail users

can minimize the interface with vehicular traffic. Although the net-

work of shared-use trails will continue to expand over time, many

areas are not readily served by this type of trail system due to the

nature of existing development and its environs. Therefore, other

bicycle/pedestrian friendly alternatives are either in place or in the

Bicycle Master Plan to serve such areas, as well as provide links

to the overall Linear Trail system. Phase 1 of the Facility Feasi-

bility Study considered the existing and master-planned bicycle

and pedestrian system network. The focus was in regard to the po-

tential

City Parks Plan Will Cost Taxpayers $$$$ _______from page 8

Cutline Taken From Project Description
The enclosure of the existing CiCo Park facility would house

both the leisure pool and lap pools while making use of the rest-

rooms and locker rooms currently in place. However, the existing

building is not insulated nor capable of being conditioned, thus re-
sulting in a renovation of it as well creating additional construction

costs for a suitable building. The steering committee did not rec-

ommend further consideration of this option. 
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