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Streets Are Not What They Are Cracked Up To Be
Editorial
By Jon A. Brake
In about 1993 or 94 a local
Contractor came into the Free
Press office and told us that he
was building a new home, in a
new area where the street in
front was only 1-year old and
was cracked and broken.
He as a builder and who ever
purchased the home would be
paying taxes for 20-years on a
street that was already need of
being replaced.
The Free Press picked up a
street listing of all of the streets
in Manhattan and the year they
were built.
It took a complete weekend
but we drove every street. We
rated each street, Good, Fair,
Cracked, Bad.
The findings were interesting. All of the built before 1987
were in Good condition. After
1987 they were Fair, Cracked or
Bad.
In 1987 the City of Manhattan had stopped putting rebar or
wire mash in the concrete.
Rebar or wire mash will not
stop the streets from cracking
but it will hold the concrete together after they crack.
We ask the City Engineer at

the time about the new streets
and the Bad condition. Three
times we were told that “the
theory was that the concrete
was so hard that they did not
need wire rebar.
It was obvious that the theory
was not working.
Later we found out the City
had hired a Topeka Attorney to
file a lawsuit against three companies that contracted to put in
the new streets. After the Free
Press story, the Attorney was
dropped because it was not their
fault.
Later, the City of Manhattan
paid a research company out of
Nebraska $75,000 to tell them
which was best for streets, Concrete or Asphalt.
The $75,000 answer? According to the research company both Concrete and Asphalt
will last 75-years if maintained.
It was obvious the research
company did not look at the
streets in Manhattan, Ks.
Have you looked at the
streets in the new areas of Manhattan lately? The City is using
Concrete for arterial road and
Asphalt for local residential
streets. Both concrete and asphalt are falling apart in Man-

A new area of town and the concrete streets are broken.

New homes on the West side of Manhattan and look at the streets, patched and cracking.
hattan.
We don’t know the theory
behind road construction today,
but we know this, it is not working.
Drive the streets on the west

side of Manhattan, the new
area. Patched streets (and these
are new) cracked and broken
concrete, cracked and broken
asphalt are the norm.
The Manhattan City Com-

mission relies on the City Staff
on street construction but the
staff must not have the answer
because the newer streets are
falling apart.

And it is not a problem that
throwing money at will help.
They need something new or
they need to go back to the old
ways.

Even the Asphalt cracks before the living room rug needs to be vacuumed.
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C. DISCUSS AIRPORT
SECURITY
IMPROVEMENTS REQUIRED FOR
LARGER AIRCRAFT
(Editor’s Note: “The City
has agreed to allow the airlines to bring in bigger aircraft. Essentially an upgrade
of the current planes “ it
amount of $23,173.20;
b. Traffic Division Unit 41, equals about 10 more seats
a ¾-ton 4x4 Heavy Duty per flight. Here is what the
Truck (CIP #TR018E), in the City is not being emphasized:
amount of $29,710.66;
1. The bigger planes cause
c. Water Environmental Division Unit 57, a ½-ton, 2- the airport security category
wheel drive, extended cab as defined by the federal govtruck (CIP #WA065E), in the ernment to increase by one
level.
amount of $18,811.37;
2. That increase means we
d. Utilities Division Unit 37,
need
to put police on site ala ¾-ton, 2-wheel drive, utility
bed truck (CIP #WA158E), in most 24-7 and provide a systhe amount of $21,612.58; and tem to monitor security of the
e. Utilities Division new ½- airport fence. This means
ton, 2-wheel drive, extended hiring about 7 more police ofcab truck (CIP #WW160E) in ficers and maybe building a
perimeter road around the
the amount of 18,811.37; and
2. Authorize the disposal of airport.
3. Cost for the security upexcess property (Units 21 and
70) once replacement vehicles grades is estimated to be between 1.5 and 2 million
have arrived.
Operational cost
T. Approve the following ap- dollars.
after
the
upgrade
for the secupointment and recommendation
by Mayor Reddi to various rity officer with be 500K plus
boards and committees of the per year.
City:
1. Appointment of Vern
Wirka to the Partner City Advisory Board; and
2. Recommendation to the
Riley County Commission of
Kevin Schindlbeck to the Riley
County Solid Waste Committee.
GENERAL AGENDA
A. CONSIDER ISSUANCE
OF $12 MILLION IN INDUSTRIAL
REVENUE
BONDS FOR GENESIS
HEALTH CLUB
(Editor’s Note: “The current site on Allison Road
where Genesis plans to locate
is comprised of two lots worth
$660,000.00. The new facility
has been estimated to have an
appraised
value
of
$10,500,000.00. The property
currently pays $23,788.90 in
property taxes. Genesis is expected to pay $381,255.50 in
property taxes once the project is complete.”
B. CONSIDER MUNICIPAL COURT SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS
(Editor’s Note: “The project estimate for design and
construction is $210,000.
Funds are available in the
Municipal Court’s 2017
budget and the General Improvement Fund.
RCPD will provide the Xray machine and metal detector using RCPD funds from
concealed carry license fees
(approximately $25,000); the
state law limits the use of
these funds to this type of
equipment purchases. RCPD
has also budgeted for the two
positions to provide Courthouse security and screening
upon completion.”

City Agenda Shows City
Spending Millions and Millions
AGENDA MANHATTAN
CITY COMMISSION
MEETING TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2017
7:00 P.M.
The City Commission Meeting will be televised live on
local Cox Cable Channel 3 and
also on the City’s website at .
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PUBLIC COMMENTS
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
CONSENT AGENDA
[Items on the Consent
Agenda are those of a routine
and housekeeping nature or
those items which have previously been reviewed by the City
Commission. A Commissioner
may request an item be moved
to the end of the General
Agenda.]
A. Approve of the Regular
City Commission Meeting held
Tuesday, January 17, 2017.
B. Approve Claims Register
Nos. 2840 and 2841 authorizing
and approving the payment of
claims from January 11, 2017,
to January 31, 2017, in the
amount of $2,223,688.44 and
$4,211,239.80, respectively.
C. Approve an annual for
Walmart Supercenter #35, 101
East Bluemont Avenue.
D. Accept the easements and
rights-of-way, as shown on the
generally located to the north of
the intersection of U.S. Highway 24 and South Port Drive,
based on conformance with the
Manhattan Urban Area Subdivision Regulations.
E. Accept the easements and
rights-of-way, as shown on
generally located approximately 350 feet to the west of
the intersection of Seth Child
Road (K-113) and Allison Avenue, on the north side of Allison Avenue, based on
conformance with the Manhattan Urban Area Subdivision
Regulations.
F. Approve Ordinance No.
7272 authorizing issuance of
General Obligation Bonds to
pay for the consulting services,
in an amount not to exceed
$339,680.00, of Kendig Keast
Collaborative, of Sugarland,
Texas, to complete the Unified
Development Ordinance (CIP
#CD005P).
G. Approve the following:
1. First reading of an ordinance island annexing 6.44
acres of City-owned land associated with the Manhattan Regional Airport and adjacent
South Airport Road right-ofway, based on conformance
with the Manhattan Urban Area
Comprehensive Plan, the
Growth Vision, and the Capital
Improvements Program; and
2. Approve first reading of an
ordinance rezoning 6.44 acres
of City-owned land associated

with the Manhattan Regional
Airport and adjacent South Airport Road right-of-way from
County C-4, Highway Business
District, to AO, Airport Overlay
District, based on the findings
in the Staff Report and the recommendation of the Planning
Board.
H. Approve first reading of
an ordinance levying special assessments against the benefiting
properties in the following 11
projects, which have been completed: Grande Bluffs at Mill
Pointe Addition, Unit Three –
Sanitary Sewer (SS1316),
Street (ST1321), and Water
(WA1320); Ledge Stone Addition – Sanitary Sewer (SS1317),
and Street (ST1323); Northlake
Addition, Unit 2 – Sanitary
Sewer
(SS1321),
Street
(ST1326),
and
Water
(WA1322); and Western Hills
Addition, Unit Fourteen, Phase
2 – Sanitary Sewer (SS1314),
Street (ST1320), and Water
(WA1316).
I. Approve Resolution No.
020717-A authorizing the disposal of the old Davis Drive
sanitary sewer lift station.
J. Wells Landing Addition
and Wells Landing Addition,
Unit Two,Sanitary Sewer Improvements:
1. Find the petition sufficient;
2. Approve Resolution No.
020717-B, in the amount of
$88,000.00, finding the project
advisable and authorizing construction; and.
3. Authorize the Mayor and
City Clerk to execute an agreement in an amount not to exceed $7,669.95 with SMH
Consultants, of Manhattan,
Kansas, to perform professional
services for the improvements.
K. Old Big Blue River Beautification Stormwater, Phase 5,
and Multi-Use Trail Project:
1. Accept the recommendation of the Selection Committee; and
2. Authorize City Administration to negotiate a professional services contract with
Amec Foster Wheeler Environment and Infrastructure, Inc., of
Topeka, Kansas, for the project.
L. Authorize City Administration to finalize and the
Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement for professional services in an amount
not to exceed $395,014.95,
with Alfred Benesch & Company, of Manhattan, Kansas, for
the K-113 Corridor Study (CIP
#EN090P)
M. Wastewater Treatment
Plant Blower Building No.1
HVAC Replacement Project
(CIP #WW131E)
1. Accept the Engineers
Opinion of Probable Cost in
the amount of $140,365.00;
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2. Award a contract in the
amount of $121,834.00 to RM
Baril, General Contractor, of
Manhattan; Kansas; and
3. Authorize the Mayor and
City Clerk to execute the contract for the project, to be paid
from the Wastewater Fund.
N. Award and authorize the
Mayor and City Clerk to execute a contract in the amount of
$173,876.00 with Capri Pools
& Aquatics, of Edwardsville,
Illinois, for the installation of an
ultra violet disinfecting system
at City Park Pool.
O. Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Housing
Rehabilitation Program:
1. Accept the bids for 512
South 12th Street and award the
bid in the amount of $13,700 to
Ben Kitchens Painting Co., Inc.
of Junction City, Kansas;
2. Accept the bids for 1319
Colorado Street and award the
bid in the amount of $14,150 to
Economy Carpentry Painting &
Concrete,
of
Manhattan,
Kansas;
3. Authorize the Mayor and
City Clerk to execute agreements with the applicable contractor and property owner for
expenditure of CDBG Housing
Rehabilitation funds; and,
4. Authorize City Administration to approve any necessary change orders.
P. Authorize City Administration to finalize and the
Mayor and City Clerk to execute theSecond Supplemental
Agreement with the Carson
Mobile Home Park (Riverchase) Sanitary Sewer Benefit
District (Riley County) for the
maintenance of the District’s
sanitary sewer lift station.
Q/ Authorize City Administration to finalize and the
Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Agreement between the
City of Manhattan and Kansas
State University to administer
City-University Funds in the
amount of $700,000.00 for
2017 projects.
R. New Mechanical Street
Sweeper (CIP #ST031E):
1. Authorize the purchase of
a new mechanical street
sweeper for the Street Division
to Sellers Equipment, of
Salina, Kansas, in the amount
of $200,435.00, to be paid from
the Stormwater Fund; and
2. Authorize the Mayor
and/or City Clerk to execute the
lease purchase agreement once
the sweeper is delivered.
S. Authorize City Administration to:
1. Purchase the following
five (5) vehicles utilizing State
vehicle bids:
a. Recreation Division Unit
70, a compact sport utility vehicle (CIP #RC046E), in the

4. The larger planes bring
in 90K more in revenue. But
the cost is as high as 2 million.
5. The City plans on covering the cost for the remainder
of 2017 by using eco devo
funds. The city cannot raise
the mil levy to cover it for
2017.
6. The issue is 2018. To
sustain the higher cost the city
will need raise the bed tax “
that will get $250,000 and
raise the mil levy maybe 2
mils.
7. The 2 mil increase could
maybe be offset if we used eco
devo and more of the bed tax.
8. This Tuesday the work
session meeting has been
amended to include a vote on
this airport spending measure. If the commission votes
to support it for 2017, then
the domino falls and you get a
mil levy increase for 2018.
9. The Chamber and KSU
have come out strong in support of the increased cost.
They have also said they do
not want to use eco devo. In
other words they are on
board for a mil levy increase.”

2312 Stagg Hill Road, Manhattan
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The Ninth Circuit gets it wrong
Heritage Foundation
A three-judge panel of the
Ninth Circuit Court has repeated the mistakes made by
the district court judge who
stayed President Trump's executive order (EO) temporarily
suspending visas from seven
terrorist havens.
Both the judge in Washington State and the San Franciscobased circuit court have now
refused to recognize the authority of Congress and the president to make this national
security decision.
Neither the judge in Washington State nor the court has
offered anything approaching a
detailed discussion of 8 U.SC.
§1182 (f), the law which specifically gives the president authority to suspend the entry of
any aliens into the U.S. if he believes their entry would be
"detrimental to the interests of
the United States." Unless this
statutory provision is unconstitutional, the president has acted
completely within the law.
The Ninth Circuit gives lip
service to the fact that "courts
owe substantial deference to the
immigration and national security policy determinations of the
political branches - an uncontroversial principle that is wellgrounded in our jurisprudence."
Inexplicably, it then proceeds
to give no deference to the president’s policy determination
that a temporary suspension is
necessary to ensure that adequate vetting procedures are in
place.
The court also gives no deference to the decision of Congress to delegate its plenary
power over immigration to the
president on this issue.
The Ninth Circuit also claims
that there is "no evidence that

any alien from any of the countries named in the Order has
perpetrated a terrorist attack in
the United States." But as
Washington Examiner journalist Byron York reports, that’s
simply not true. In fact, there is
plenty of this sort of evidence:
Last year the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration and the National Interest
released information showing
that at least 60 people born in
the seven countries had been
convicted — not just arrested,
but convicted — of terror-related offenses in the United
States since Sept. 11, 2001. And
that number did not include
more recent cases like Abdul
Artan, a Somali refugee who
wounded 11 people during a
machete attack on the campus
of Ohio State University last
November.
Instead of discussing the relevant statute under which the
president acted, the Ninth Circuit instead engages in an extensive discussion of its
concern that the executive
branch is failing to provide due
process to aliens barred from
entry into the United States.
While it can certainly be argued
that permanent resident aliens
may have certain due process
rights before their residency status can be cancelled, the White
House has already said the
order does not apply to permanent residents.
The court's apparent opinion
that other aliens who don't live
in the U.S. have due process
rights if they are refused entry
can only be true if they have a
constitutional right to enter the
U.S. That is an absurd proposition yet that is the end result of
the court's opinion: that a foreign alien can demand a hearing
and due process rights if one of

our embassies refuses to give
the alien a visa.
So far in the numerous lawsuits that have been filed
against this EO, the only Federal judge to get it right is
Nathaniel Gorton of the District
Court of Massachusetts. He analyzed the relevant statute, 8
U.S.C. §1182(f), and concluded
that the EO is fully within the
president's authority: "the decision to prevent aliens from entering the country is a
'fundamental sovereign attribute' realized through the legislative and executive branches that
is 'largely immune from judicial
control.'" Contrary to the Ninth
Circuit, Gorton says the EO is
"facially legitimate and bona
fide."
The Ninth Circuit’s ruling
has as little basis in the law as
the original decision by the district court judge. It is just another example of arrogant
federal courts grabbing power
from the legislative and executive branches in violation of
basic
separation-of-powers
principles.
After the decision was announced, President Trump
tweeted, "the security of our nation is at stake." He is right.
Hans von Spakovsky is a
Senior Legal Fellow at The
Heritage Foundation and a former Justice Department official.
Hans A. von Spakovsky is a
Senior Legal Fellow at The
Heritage Foundation and former Justice Department official.
Along with John Fund, he is the
coauthor of “Who’s Counting?
How Fraudsters and Bureaucrats Put Your Vote at Risk” and
“Obama’s Enforcer: Eric
Holder’s Justice Department.”
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Trump Has Fewest Cabinet Secretaries
Confirmed Since George Washington
Heritage Foundation
It took nearly a month, but
President Donald Trump is finally operating with at least half
of his Cabinet in place. Not
since George Washington in
1789 has a newly elected president waited so long.
Twenty-five days after
Trump took the oath of office,
the Senate on Monday night
voted to confirm the eighth and
ninth members of his Cabinet:
Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin and Veterans Affairs
Secretary David Shulkin. The
six remaining Cabinet nominees will have to wait a while
longer.
Why? Unprecedented delays
and obstructionism on the part
of Democrats have resulted in
the most contentious confirmation process in U.S. history, according to a Washington Post
analysis. No other president’s
nominees have collectively
faced similar opposition.
And that’s just the 15 members of Trump’s Cabinet. Other
top nominees, such as Rep.
Mick Mulvaney to lead the Office of Management and Budget
and Scott Pruitt to head the Environmental Protection Agency,
continue to wait as well. And
then there’s Supreme Court
nominee Neil Gorsuch, who
could face the biggest battle of
anyone.
It’s the consequence of a polarized Washington, where Democrats are in no rush to
rubber-stamp Trump’s picks,
even though past presidents
have been afforded such a courtesy.
“President Trump has the
fewest Cabinet secretaries confirmed at this point than any
other incoming president since
George Washington,” lamented
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell last week. “The
president deserves to have his
Cabinet in place. The American
people deserve that, too.”
“President Trump has the
fewest Cabinet secretaries confirmed at this point than any
other incoming president since
George Washington,” says Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell.

Of President Donald Trump’s 15 Cabinet nominees, nine (in color) have won Senate confirmation. Photo: Trump’s picks include (from top
left) Rex Tillerson (Photo: Ron Sachs/ZUMA Press/Newscom); Steven Mnuchin (Photo: Ron Sachs/ZUMA Press/Newscom); James Mattis
(Photo: Kevin Dietsch/UPI/Newscom); Jeff Sessions (Photo: Ron Sachs/ZUMA Press/Newscom); Ryan Zinke (Photo: Carlos
Barria/Reuters/Newscom); Sonny Perdue (Photo: Albin Lohr-Jones/ZUMA Press/Newscom); Wilbur Ross (Photo: Mike Theiler/UPI/Newscom);
Andrew Puzder (Photo: Ron Sachs/CNP/Newscom); Tom Price (Photo: Ron Sachs/DPA/Newscom); Ben Carson (Photo: Kevin
Lamarque/Reuters/Newscom); Elaine Chao (Photo: Ron Sachs/ZUMA Press/Newscom); Rick Perry (Photo: Mark Reinstein/ZUMA
Press/Newscom); Betsy DeVos (Photo: Ron Sachs/DPA/Newscom); David Shulkin (Photo: Veterans Health Administration/Flickr); and John
Kelly (Photo: Ron Sachs/CNP/Newscom).
viewed the records and discovered that prior to the 1950s,
most Cabinet nominees faced
no opposition at all. (McConnell’s analysis included
first-term elected presidents,
not those who assumed office
after a vacancy.)

confirmed.
George W. Bush had 14 of
14 confirmed.
Bill Clinton had 13 of 14
confirmed.
George H.W. Bush had 10 of
14 confirmed.
Ronald Reagan had 12 of 13
confirmed.
Jimmy Carter had 11 of 11
confirmed.
Richard Nixon had 12 of 12
confirmed.
John F. Kennedy had 10 of
10 confirmed.
Dwight D. Eisenhower had
nine of 10 confirmed.

In fact, many presidents had
their Cabinet nominees in place
on Day One. Such was the case
beginning in 1881 with President James Garfield and spanning 52 years until President
Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Washington, of course, was
establishing the office for the
Monday’s confirmation of
first time when he was inaugurated on April 30, 1789. His Mnuchin and Shulkin gives
Cabinet wasn’t confirmed until Trump nine of his 15 Cabinet
secretaries. Two of Trump’s
September 1789.
nominees—Sonny Perdue for
In recent history, Trump’s agriculture secretary and Anpredecessors have enjoyed a drew Puzder for labor secremuch faster pace of Cabinet tary—haven’t had a committee
confirmations. At this point in hearing yet. Puzder’s is schedtheir presidencies, here’s how uled for Thursday, while Perdue, picked Jan. 18, is still
The Kentucky Republican, a they compared to Trump:
Barack Obama had 12 of 15 awaiting a date.
scholar of Senate history, re-

The confirmation delays
have left many agencies without a leader, a situation Democrats know is impeding Trump’s
ability to implement his policies.
“This is a president who
wants change, and he has got to
get his nominees confirmed as
soon as possible if he is going
to get that change,” Don
Devine, director of the Office of
Personnel Management under
Reagan, told The Daily Signal
last month.

nees have faced this treatment—unprecedented for a
newly elected president. Obama
and Bush nominees faced similar boycotts, but not until later
Trump has also voiced frus- in their presidencies.
tration with the slow progress.
Sessions, Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson, and Mnuchin. The
other three targeted are Mulvaney, Pruitt, and Puzder.

And while the Senate slowly
confirms his Cabinet, the time
it spends to do so prevents lawmakers from addressing the
president’s legislative priorities.
Last week, for instance, senators had to wait 30 hours between votes because of
Democrat delaying tactics. The
Under the leadership of Sen- Senate confirmed three nomiate Minority Leader Chuck nees—DeVos, Sessions, and
Schumer, Democrats have kept Price—over the span of a week.
their promise to delay Trump’s
Even those who won Senate
nominees, even if they lack the
votes ultimately to defeat them. confirmation faced “record-setting opposition,” according to
Schumer, D-N.Y., specifi- The New York Times.
cally targeted eight of Trump’s
Another delaying tactic Depicks. Five now have been confirmed: Education Secretary mocrats have employed is boythe
nominees’
Betsy DeVos, Health and cotting
Human Services Secretary Tom committee votes to deny a quoPrice, Attorney General Jeff rum. Three of Trump’s nomi-

In 2009, Obama had 10 Cabinet secretaries confirmed after
his first week in office. Nine of
those nominees won Senate
confirmation by voice vote,
where an official tally isn’t
recorded.
The Obama nominee who
faced the greatest GOP opposition—Timothy Geithner for
treasury secretary—was approved 60-34 on Jan. 26, 2009,
less than a week after Obama
took office.
Like Trump, Obama enjoyed
a Senate controlled by his own
party. Democrats had 57 senators on Jan. 20, 2009, when
Obama took office. Today, Republicans have 52 senators.

Malaysia official: N.Korea leader's brother slain at airport
KUALA
LUMPUR,
Malaysia (AP) -- The halfbrother of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un was assassinated
at a Kuala Lumpur airport,
telling medical workers before
he died en route to a hospital
that he had been attacked with
a chemical spray, a senior
Malaysian official said Tuesday.
The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because
of the incident's diplomatic sensitivity, said Kim Jong Nam
was sprayed with the liquid in
the shopping concourse on
Monday and sought help at an
information counter, complain-

ing of pain. He was taken to the that Kim Jong Nam was assasairport clinic and then died on sinated by two women. TV
the way to the hospital, he said. Chosun, citing unidentified
"multiple government sources,"
District police chief Abdul said the women were believed
Aziz Ali said he was waiting for to be North Korean agents. It
said they fled in a taxi and were
a flight to Macau.
being sought by Malaysian poKim Jong Nam reportedly lice.
fell out of favor in North Korea
Kim Jong Nam and Kim
after being caught trying to
enter Japan on a false passport Jong Un have the same father,
in 2001, saying he wanted to late dictator Kim Jong Il, but
visit Tokyo Disneyland. He re- different mothers.
Since taking power in late
portedly enjoyed gambling and
has been living in recent years 2011, Kim Jong Un has exein Macau, Singapore and cuted or purged a slew of highlevel government officials in
Malaysia.
South Korean media reported what the South Korean govern-

ment has described as a "reign
of terror."
The most spectacular among
them was the 2013 execution of
his uncle, Jang Song Thaek,
once considered the country's
second most powerful man, for
what the North alleged was
treason. The South's government has said the North also executed a vice premier for
education in 2016 for unspecified anti-revolutionary and factional acts, and a defense
minister in 2015 for treason.
In Washington, the State Department said it was aware of
reports of Kim Jong Nam's

death but declined to comment, paranoia," Tokola wrote in a
referring
questions
to commentary Tuesday. Although
Malaysian authorities.
there was scant evidence that
Kim Jong Nam was plotting
Mark Tokola, vice president against the North Korean
at the Korea Economic Institute leader, he provided an alternain Washington, said it would be tive for North Koreans who
surprising if Kim Jong Nam would want to depose his
was not killed on the orders of brother.
his brother, given that North
Korean agents have reportedly
Tokola, who served as
tried to assassinate Kim Jong deputy chief of mission at the
Nam in the past.
U.S. Embassy in Seoul, said
Kim Jong Nam has been fairly
"It seems probable that the quiet in his exile, but was
motivation for the murder was quoted in the Japanese media in
a continuing sense of paranoia 2010 as saying he opposed dyon the part of Kim Jong Un, nastic succession in North
which may be a well-placed Korea.
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K-State coach Bill Snyder diagnosed with throat cancer
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) _
Hall of Fame coach Bill Snyder
has been diagnosed with throat
cancer, though treatments are
going well and he expects to be
on the field when Kansas State
begins spring practice next
month.
The 77-year-old Snyder addressed his health in a statement
Monday, shortly after rumors
began to circulate that he was
seeking treatment for an undisclosed illness. Snyder said he
has been receiving outpatient
treatment for about three weeks
at The University of Kansas
Hospital with consultation from
the MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston.
He said specialists at both
medical centers ``projected a
positive outcome.''
``I feel bad having to release
this information about my
health in this manner prior to
sharing it in person with so
many personal friends, distant
family, players and their families, past and present, and many

Snyder said that his son
Sean, his associate head coach,
has been working with the rest
of his assistants to ensure the
offseason
program
runs
smoothly. Most of his staff has
been with him for several years,
and some of them have been
with him for decades.

Kansas State Coach Bill Snyder
of the Kansas State football
family so close to our program,''
he said. ``But with so much talk
presently out there, I certainly
owe it to everyone to make
them aware of my condition.''

ments he has been receiving.
But he did say that treatments
are scheduled so that he can be
in the office on a regular schedule through the first week of
March.

Kansas State begins spring
Snyder did not describe the
severity of the cancer, nor did practice March 29. The spring
he discuss what types of treat- game is April 22.

``I'm very grateful to those
who have responded over the
past 24 hours via calls, texts,
emails, etcetera with such kind
thoughts and words,'' he said.
``And again, my apology to
each of you whom I did not
have the opportunity to reach
personally before this release.''
Snyder was hired by Kansas
State in 1988 to take over one
of the worst programs in major
college football, and in a span
of a few years had the Wildcats
regularly contending for league
titles.
He briefly retired in November 2005, announcing at the

Classifieds
rienced OTR Tractor Trailer
Flatbed Drivers or recent Driving School graduates. Our Drivers travel 48 U.S. states as well
as the lower Canadian
provinces. We offer excellent
compensation, benefits, home
time and equipment. Please
contact Brett or Judy at 785823-2261 or brettw@gptruckHelp Wanted
The City of Garden Plain is i n g . c o m ,
taking applications for FT judym@gptrucking.com
maintenance worker. Submit reMisc.
sume to cityclerk@gardenDIGITAL HEARING AIDS plain.com.
Now offering a 45-Day Risk
Help Wanted/Truck Driver Free Offer! FREE BATTERClass A OTR, Regional home IES for Life! Call to start your
weekly, End Dump Drivers For free trial! 877-687-4650
Newly Expanded Business.
Misc.
Late Model Peterbilts & Raven
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
Trailers, Vacation Pay, Health
Ins, 401K. Call (800) 776-5672. CHARITY. Receive maximum
value of write off for your
Help Wanted/Truck Driver taxes. Running or not! All conConvoy Systems is hiring ditions accepted. Free pickup.
Class A drivers to run from Call for details. 844-268-9386
Kansas City to the west coast.
Misc.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits!
Lenders Offering Special
www.convoysystems.com Call
Tina ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303 1- Gov’t Programs for Mobile
Homes and $0 Down for Land
800-926-6869.
Owners. Promo homes with reHelp Wanted/Truck Driver duced down payments. Use Tax
Great Plains Trucking of Refund for additional incenSalina, KS is looking for expe- tives. Singles from $39,900.
For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo
Containers $1500.00 in KC.
$2200.00 in Solomon Ks. 20s’
45s’ 48s & 53s’ also available
Call 785 655 9430 or go online
to Chuckhenry.com for pricing,
availability & Freight estimates.

Doubles from $59,900 866- deliveries. The All-New Ino858-6862
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
Misc.
844-359-3973
LIVING WITH KNEE OR
BACK PAIN? Medicare recipMisc.
ients may qualify to receive a
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are
pain relieving brace at little or you behind paying your
no cost. Call now! 855-796- MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan
7301
Modification? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Misc.
Homeowner's Relief Line now
Lung Cancer? And 60+ for Help! 855-401-4513
Years Old? If So, You And
Your Family May Be Entitled
Misc.
To A Significant Cash Award.
SAWMILLS from only
Call 866-327-2721 To Learn $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
More. No Risk. No Money MONEY with your own bandOut Of Pocket.
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship!
Misc.
FREE Info/DVD: www.NorRV & Sport Show – Topeka woodSawmills.com 1-800-578Kansas Expocentre. Screamin’ 1363 Ext.300N
Deals! Friday 2/17 1-7pm, Saturday 2/18 10am-7pm, Sunday
Misc.
2/19 11am-4pm. 30+ brands!
VIAGRA and CIALIS
Kids
FREE! USERS! There’s a cheaper alwww.TopekaRVshow.com 1- ternative than high drugstore
800-756-4788.
prices! 50 Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
Misc.
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855OXYGEN - Anytime. Any- 850-3904
where. No tanks to refill. No

time that he wanted to spend
more time with his family. But
the pull of coaching only kept
him away for three years, and
he returned to the sideline after
the program that he had built
had begun to fall on hard times.
His second go-around has
been nearly as successful as his
first. The Wildcats have been to
seven consecutive bowl games,
beating Texas A&M in the
Texas Bowl this past season,
and earned a piece of the Big 12
title following a 2012 season
that included a No. 1 ranking
and Fiesta Bowl appearance.
The Wildcats went 9-4 this
past season, and with a number
of starters back on both sides of
the ball, many believe they are
poised for Snyder to make a run
at a conference championship.
Kansas State opens the season
Sept. 2 against Central
Arkansas.
``Coach Snyder's health is of

the utmost importance, and he
has our full support during this
time,'' Kansas State athletic director John Currie said. ``We
will provide all of the necessary
accommodations he and his
family need to ensure a smooth
treatment process. He will remain our head coach during this
treatment period, and we look
forward to seeing him on the
field this spring.''
Snyder signed a $14.75 million, five-year contract extension in January 2013, but it
includes an automatic rollover
provision that essentially provides him with indefinite job
security.
``Coach is one of the most
determined individuals I have
ever met,'' Kansas State President Richard Myers said in a
statement, ``and I know he will
successfully complete this treatment program and be on the
field with our student-athletes
in no time.''

EMI

Extra Mile Imports
Automotive Service
1305 Roever Rd.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-320-7335
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Car Clinic, Inc.
“We care about you and your car”
• Tune ups, electrical repairs
• Heater & A/C service
• Computer engine analysis
• Transmission service
• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

209 Sarber Ln

539-1040
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Take a Pal Shooting
With this coupon and one paid admission
two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full
weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

FANCY CREEK RANGE
At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Optical Perspectives
We’ve Moved to our New Location
Larry Kluttz

Certified Optician
Owner

(785)539-5105

930 Hayes Drive, Suite E.
Manhattan, Kansas
Fax: (785)539-2324

Ta y l o r ’s F a m i l y H a i r C a re
All your Family’s Styling needs
See Faye,
Marissa
or Marianne
See Booth
Faye
Taylor
or Angela
Wilson
Rental
Available
785-539-7751
3tl7
Monday Thru Saturday
314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS
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Georgia takes a step in the right direction on campus due process
Watchdog
A Georgia state representative has won committee approval for legislation that would
remove the adjudication of
felony sexual assault from campus administrators and return it
to law enforcement.
Crisis mongers and their
media allies are in an uproar.
The bill, sponsored by Georgia state Rep. Earl Ehrhart,
would require any college or
university employee who is told
about a sexual assault that falls
under the definition of a felony
to report the crime to law enforcement. Ehrhart, chair of the
Georgia House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Higher Education, worked with his fellow
committee members last week
to exclude social workers and
psychologists from the list of
mandatory reporters on campus.
The media, which has for
years perpetuated the “rape crisis” narrative and sided with accusers (even breathlessly
reporting their accusations
without fact checking them, as
in the case of the Rolling Stone

rape hoax), has predictably misrepresented Ehrhart’s bill.
Two articles from different
reporters at the Atlantic JournalConstitution used nearly the
exact same language to describe
the measure in the worst way
possible.

has been mischaracterized.
Cook, for instance, wrote that
“the measure would bar schools
from pursuing final disciplinary
action against a student unless
he or she was convicted or
pleads no contest to criminal
charges.”

“A key state lawmaker wants
to limit the ability of Georgia’s
public colleges to investigate
and discipline alleged campus
rapists,” wrote AJC’s Shannon
McCaffrey on Jan. 16.

This is false. The bill would
bar schools from pursuing final
disciplinary action only in cases
where the student is “alleged to
have committed a crime which
would be a felony under the
laws of this state[.]” Cook’s
wording makes it seem as
though schools couldn’t discipline any student accused of
sexual assault. But schools have
watered down the definition of
sexual assault to include actions
that are not felonies, and those
actions could still be adjudicated by the schools.

“A bill that would limit the
ability of Georgia’s public colleges to investigate and punish
those accused of rape on campus cleared a key House panel
Wednesday by unanimous
voice vote,” wrote Rhonda
Cook on Feb. 1.

But Ehrhart’s bill applies
Cook also wrote that
only to accusations of rape that
fall under the definition of a “Schools also could not initiate
their own investigation unless
felony under Georgia law.
police had done so.” Again, the
The actual text of the legisla- bill refers only to those accusation is quite short, and takes less tions that fall under the definithan a minute to read. Yet still it tion of a felony. Many of the

accusations on college campuses don’t come close to the
felony definition of sexual assault.
Also, and this part of the bill
has been left out of many media
reports, the legislation would
allow schools to “suspend a student from such postsecondary
institution while felony criminal charges are pending if the
postsecondary institution finds,
following a due process hearing, that allowing the student to
continue at the postsecondary
institution poses an immediate
threat to the life, health, or
safety of the student body.”

have its own adjudication system to determine whether the
student was an immediate danger to others on campus, and
suspend him while the criminal
process plays out. The student
is still removed from campus,
but if a trial determines him to
be innocent, he could return to
campus.
The process could still damage an innocent student, who
has now been investigated or
charged by police, but it is the
police making the determination, not campus bureaucrats.
Ehrhart has made campus
due process one of his pet issues. The father of two sons, he
says he has worried about how
they would be treated on campus in the name of Title IX, a
statute that is supposed to protect against sex discrimination
but has been used as a cudgel
against men.

To give an example of how
this would work, let’s say a student tells a professor that she
was drugged and raped in her
dorm. The professor would
have a duty to report the matter
to local law enforcement, who
would investigate the allegation. The accused student, being
charged with a felony, would
Sexual assault and rape are
have to go through the criminal
justice system, but the school serious crimes, and should be
would not pretend to be such a treated as such. Allowing camsystem. The school could still pus administrators to investi-

gate and adjudicate felonies
(while beholden to Obama-era
guidance that has made it easier
to accuse and find responsible
without allowing the accused
the ability to properly defend
themselves) is unfair and dangerous to the accused and to accusers. The worst a college or
university can do is expel a student, leaving them with a lot of
free time on their hands and the
ability to prey on anyone they
want (supposing they really are
the monsters the school and
media would have you believe).
Ehrhart’s bill would go a
long way toward establishing a
system that could produce real
justice.
One can’t ignore that going
through the criminal justice system is scary for real victims.
Activists and school administrators should put their efforts
into explaining the system and
perhaps accompanying accusers
through the process rather than
creating a pseudo-court system
that is often little better than
mob rule.

Public Discussion Exposed Misleading Claims on State Tax and Budget
Kansas Policy Institute
It can be hard to meet those
with whom you disagree face to
face. It is much harder to practice your constitutional right to
free speech when sitting on
stage with someone, bellied up
to the bar, or at a local coffee
shop than it is while sitting at
your keyboard. But, this sort of
public discussion can often be
the most illuminating and sleuth

out misleading claims.
This was certainly the case at
a recent public discussion between State Senator Laura
Kelly (D-Topeka) and KPI
president Dave Trabert exposed
a number of misleading claims
on state tax and budget issues.
The discussion was hosted by
KCUR Radio and moderated by
Stephen Koranda in Lawrence
on January 26; audio from the

event provided by KCUR is
embedded below.
Senator Kelly said the state
budget had been cut nine times
since tax relief was passed in
2012, and while some minor
adjustments have been made,
total General Fund spending
still increased. In fact, the current year’s budget of $6.253 billion is $155 million higher than
FY 2012 actual spending and

the real increase is even greater;
some General Fund spending
was moved to the All Funds
budget over the period.
That old myth about school
funding only appearing to have
increased because of “sleight of
hand accounting gimmicks”
was easily debunked. KPI has
email confirmation from the
Kansas Department of Education acknowledging that no ac-

counting changes have affected
total reported funding for more
than ten years. Further, school
funding set another record last
year without counting any
KPERS retirement funding.
The public is far better
served when speakers with differing viewpoints are on the
same stage but most often,
those who prefer higher taxes,
more spending, and generally
think they can run your life bet-

ter than you can refuse to engage where they can be held
publicly accountable. Case in
point, KNEA teacher union lobbyist Mark Desetti live-tweeted
several false claims during the
discussion attributable to Dave
Trabert, but when asked if he’d
agree to have the discussion in
public, Desetti refused. At least
Senator Kelly had the courage
to defend her positions in public.

Kansas officials look at building new Kansas City airport
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP)
When Kansas City officials
realized prospective voters
were not behind a revamping,
they took a break from publicly
discussing KCI. That has presented an opportunity for
Brownback, a governor who
has been keen on winning jobs
and businesses from the Missouri side of the state line, to
consider sweeping what would
be the biggest Border War prize
of all.
“If we don’t get off our tails,”
James said regarding Kansas’
competition on KCI, “the possibility becomes greater.”
Steve Klika, a Johnson
County commissioner and
chairman of the Kansas City
Area Transportation Authority,
said Kansas City could not wait

around on its airport.
“If Kansas City can’t get its
act together, it’s an open ball
game,” Klika said.
The Star last month asked the
Kansas Commerce Department
and Brownback’s office for any
documents regarding plans for
an airport in the vicinity of
Kansas City. The requests were
made under the Kansas Open
Records Act.
The Commerce Department
would not give out any records,
saying the request sought documents that would be exempt
under the open records act. It
cited two exemptions in the act
that preclude disclosure of
records.
One was an exemption for
preliminary drafts, research
data or “records in which opin-

ions are expressed or policies or
actions are proposed” that have
not been disclosed publicly.
The other related to records
about a prospective location of
a business or industry that had
not yet been made public.
Ed Eilert, chairman of the
Johnson County Board of Commissioners, declined to comment when asked whether he
had been briefed on plans for a
Johnson County airport.
“I really can’t make any
comment,” Eilert said.
The precise location contemplated for a Johnson County
passenger airport remains unclear.
The county currently has two
airports. The New Century AirCenter, which has two runways,
serves civil aviation. The

smaller Johnson County Executive Airport has a single runway and serves corporate and
business flights.
What Johnson County or the
Kansas side of the metro region
doesn’t have is an airport comparable to KCI.
The talk of an alternate airport in the region comes after
several years of Kansas City
leaders publicly pushing the
need to replace KCI’s three-terminal design with a single-terminal operation that was
thought to function more efficiently.
That campaign was met with
skepticism by a broader public
that sees airports in other metro
areas as sluggish behemoths
and prefers the easy-in, easy-

out nature of KCI.
The KCI issue came to a
head last year when a coalition
of airlines, led by Southwest
Airlines, had come around to
the idea of a single-terminal airport and suggested they would
help finance it. James shortly

after declared that the city
would hold off on further public
pursuit of a new KCI after seeing public opinion polls that
showed Kansas City residents
hadn’t been persuaded by the
case for major changes at the
airport.

Help Wanted
Night Lead Custodian
$12.00/Hour
Night Custodians
$11.00/Hour
Substitute Custodian
$8.65/ Hour
Char Comage
Human Resource Specialist
Manhattan - Ogden USD 383
Telephone: 785-587-2000
Email: charlottec@usd383.org<mailto:charlottec@usd383.org>
Fax: 785-587-2840
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