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By Jon A. Brake
The Manhattan Free Press

has been calling “Round-
abouts”, Stupid round things
from the time they were put in
Manhattan.

Now we have the City and
State wanting to change the
Seth Child - K18 interchange
into a “diverging diamond”.
“Stupid” has already been taken
by the roundabout, what will
Manhattan drivers call the di-
verging diamond. We need to
come up with a new word.

The City and State spent mil-
lions in 2005-06 to put in the
present interchange which has
one stop light at the South end
of Seth Child.

In a Memo to City Commis-
sioners Staff said: “This inter-
section currently experiences
undue delay and excessive
queuing (backup) for the south-
bound to eastbound left-turn
lane.”

We know, the Free Press
made this point in 2005 when

the plan was introduced. We
said at the time that a traffic
light would hold up heavy traf-
fic coming from Fort Riley.

But now the City and State
want to takeout that stop light
and put in Two traffic lights.

But stop lights, traffic lights,
queuing is not the problem with
this design. 

The drivers in the United
States have been driving on the
rights side of the road for more
than 130 years, now the City
and State want drivers to stop at
a traffic lights, cross over to the
left side at the Diverging Dia-
mond, drive about 300 feet, and
stop at another traffic light and
then crossover to the right lane
again. (see photo of the first Di-
verging Diamond at Spring-
field, Mo.)

If you look on the internet for
the Diverging Diamond you
will find where many Cities
have used this intersection and
with rave reviews. But the re-
views have been written by the

Staff of the Cities that put in the
interchange. You will not find
where the drivers are writing
that is works for me.

Charles Marohn is an engi-
neer who is outraged by engi-
neers. Marohn runs Strong
Towns, a nonprofit organization
in his home state of Minnesota
that advocates less dependence
on the building of new infra-
structure as a model of eco-
nomic development, and
greater focus on getting more
out of the infrastructure we al-
ready have.

“The engineering profession
has devolved,” says Marohn.
“It’s just, ‘Do I meet the crite-
ria?’ This stuff looks good from
the air, it looks good on a set of
plans. It even looks good when
you drive by. But we’re not ex-
actly building a place here that
is going to add any value to so-
ciety.”

It may look good, but is will
be confusing and it will not help
move traffic. 

Editorial

What Is Another Word For Stupid

The bridge and intersection at Seth Child and K-18 has only been in for 10-years and the City what to spend million to change it.
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NewsNews

This past week, all across our

nation millions of people cele-

brated National School Choice

Week.   

Flint Hills Christian School

joined over 165 schools in

Kansas and approximately

2,400 schools in the US cele-

brating with a variety of activi-

ties.  

This week spotlights the

many viable and effective edu-

cation options available to par-

ents as they provide for the ed-

ucation of their children.  Those

options include traditional pub-

lic schools, public charter

schools, magnet schools, pri-

vate schools, online learning,

and homeschooling. FHCS cel-

ebrates this freedom of school

choice that we have in America

which allows us to offer fami-

lies an education from a Chris-

tian Worldview.

news, first reported by Politico,

that the administration's re-

peated claims that Hill Repub-

licans were involved in drafting

the executive order apparently

referred to staffers on the House

Judiciary Committee who acted

without the knowledge of GOP

leadership.

Each new revelation set off

alarm bells on Capitol Hill

where Republicans, eager to

give Trump the benefit of the

doubt barely a week into his

presidency, are confronting re-

peated bouts of chaos of the ad-

ministration's own making. The

failure to consult with lawmak-

ers ahead of time on the immi-

gration executive order set the

stage for high-profile Republi-

cans to criticize the measure

once it started attracting wide-

spread controversy, and so they

did, despite leadership remain-

ing generally supportive.

And the administration's de-

cision to make a major foreign

policy move with no notice to

Congress raised questions

about how well the Trump

White House will work with

Capitol Hill to push through a

massive legislative agenda that

includes repealing and replac-

ing Barack Obama's health care

law, overhauling the tax code

and building a border wall. Al-

though many Republicans re-

mained optimistic that the

failures amounted to growing

pains for the new administra-

tion, congressional relations

under the Trump administra-

tion seemed to be off to a sour

start.

"I think they understand, let

me put it that way, that this was

not handled in the most pro-

ductive manner," Corker said.

"My guess is next time they at-

tempt to do something that is

far-reaching like this there'll be

a lot more communication."

National School Choice

2312 Stagg Hill Road, Manhattan

Speaker defends Trump immigra-
tion order amid GOP concerns

For each issue of the 
Manhattan Free Press look

for us on Facebook.

Boy Scout Troop 223 is hosting their annual Chili Feed on

Saturday, February 18, 2017 from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at

Pottorf Hall in CICO Park (Riley County Fair Grounds). Tick-

ets are $5 and include all the chili you can eat, relishes, and a

drink. Children under 6 eat for free. Fresh baked goods will

also be available by cash donation for your enjoyment. All

funds will go to support the Troopâ€™s camping activities. For

tickets and information contact Anissa Hudak Andresen at

(785) 813-1649.

WASHINGTON (AP) --

House Speaker Paul Ryan on

Tuesday defended President

Donald Trump's divisive exec-

utive order on refugees and im-

migration, arguing that while

the rollout was bumpy, the pol-

icy is consistent with Republi-

can principles.

"The president has a respon-

sibility to the security of this

country," Ryan told reporters.

"What is happening is some-

thing that we support, which is,

we need to pause. And we need

to make sure the vetting stan-

dards are up to snuff so that we

can guarantee the safety and se-

curity of our country. That is

what this does."

"I think it's regrettable that

there was some confusion on

the rollout of this," Ryan said,

adding no one wanted to see

legal permanent residents

caught up in the immigration

ban, which initially happened

before the administration clari-

fied that they should not be.

Even though GOP congres-

sional leadership was frozen out

of the drafting of the order,

Ryan told rank-and-file Repub-

licans in a closed-door meeting

before speaking to reporters

that he backed the decision to

stop the U.S. refugee program

and ban all entries from seven

Muslim-majority nations for 90

days.

The action triggered mass

confusion and chaos world-

wide, split families and set off

protests at airports across the

country.

In the aftermath, Ryan told

the GOP that the "rollout was a

little bumpy, been a few pot-

holes in the road but the actual

policy he agreed with," Rep.

Phil Roe, R-Tenn., said.

Ryan warned lawmakers to

expect protests at their offices,

Roe said, but reminded them

that the policy is in line with

legislation the House has

strongly backed in the past.

Another lawmaker, Rep.

Dennis Ross of Florida, said the

speaker's message was, "'Look

this shouldn't be a surprise to

anybody, this is what we all

campaigned on ... We're looking

at eight years of a legacy that

we're essentially undoing.'"

Said Rep. Chris Collins, R-

N.Y.: "The speaker was very

out in front today reminding our

conference this is something we

should be embracing."

Ryan's reassurances weren't

enough to quiet frustration from

some members.

"Basically, I think the thrust

of the executive order should

have been a very positive

move," said Rep. Pete King, R-

N.Y. "The way it was handled

though put the Republicans on

defense, and also caused great

inconvenience to too many peo-

ple. But the political question

you ask, yeah, they're losing po-

litical capital for no reason. It

was a self-inflicted wound."

Top congressional leaders of

Trump's party, including Ryan,

were left to find out the same

way the general public did:

from news reports as Trump

signed the order on Friday.

"I guess one of you guys

probably told me about it.

Thank you for that," Sen. Bob

Corker, R-Tenn., who chairs the

Foreign Relations Committee,

told reporters Monday.

Then, as lawmakers strug-

gled to gather details for con-

stituents about the order, at least

one prominent GOP senator

was told that the State Depart-

ment had been instructed not to

communicate with Congress.

"There's not a lot of answers

as of today. In fact my staff was

told the State Department as of

today was ordered not to talk to

Congress about this issue," said

Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida.

"That cannot be a permanent

position, we expect answers

here fairly soon."

Next followed the surprising

Chili Feed
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CATO Institute

The hot new term in the

world of tax reform is “border

adjustability,” which refers to

when governments have sys-

tems that tax imports and ex-

empt exports.

This approach is widely asso-

ciated with European-style

credit-invoice, value-added

taxes (VATs), and Republicans

appear poised to bring some-

thing similar to our shores.

As part of their “Better Way”

tax plan, House Republicans

are proposing to change the cor-

porate income tax into a desti-

nation-based, cash-flow tax

(DBCFT), which in itself is a

kind of border-adjustable tax.

A destination-based tax is

levied based on where a good

winds up, rather than its origin.

Under a corporate border-ad-

justment tax (BAT), revenues

made overseas by domestic

companies would not be added

to taxable income.

Conversely, companies that

import goods for U.S. sale

would not be able to deduct the

cost of those goods against the

corporate tax.

Not everyone is happy with

this development. With border

adjustability, consumers have to

pay their home-country tax rate

regardless of where they buy

products. This also means that

tax competition is weakened,

giving politicians more leeway

to boost tax burdens and in-

crease the size and scope of

government.

President-elect Donald

Trump, meanwhile, has com-

plained that a BAT is “too com-

plicated.”

Is that a legitimate argument?

Yes and no. In theory, any type

of BAT can be very simple,

with the New Zealand VAT

being an example of a clean tax.

But, it’s also possible for

such taxes to be very compli-

cated. Many of the European

VATs are riddled with special

rates and preferences. In fact,

there are a number of potential

complications for the DBCFT

now proposed in the United

States.

Is it WTO compliant?

House Republicans gravi-

tated to border adjustability be-

cause it is a way of raising

substantial revenue (more than

$1 trillion over 10 years) that

can be used to finance pro-

growth tax cuts.

But, GOPers didn’t want to

choose a credit-invoice VAT be-

cause it is unpopular with liber-

tarians, conservatives, and other

advocates of limited govern-

ment. So that’s why they came

up with the DBCFT.

Under existing trade treaties,

however, only “indirect” taxes

(such as the aforementioned

VAT) are eligible for border ad-

justability. And the DBCFT,

even though it is designed to

have a “consumption base” like

a VAT, is a direct tax.

So if that system ever gets

adopted, the U.S. will get

dragged before the World Trade

Administration and likely lose.

This doesn’t mean the

DBCFT is “too complicated,”

as Trump might say, but it does

mean that there would be a

huge amount of uncertainty if it

gets close to passage.

Even more worrisome, law-

makers might respond to an ad-

verse WTO decision by making

wages non-deductible, which

would turn the DBCFT into a

subtraction-method value-

added tax.

This nightmare scenario

causes considerable angst for

people who worry about giving

politicians a money machine to

finance bigger government.

Will it be susceptible to

“carousel fraud”?

Nations with border-ad-

justable value-added taxes have

a significant problem with

fraud. Businesses have a big in-

centive to claim domestic sales

as foreign sales because they

then get VAT rebates.

There’s also a problem on the

other end as fly-by-night pur-

chasers collect VAT on imports

and then disappear before that

money gets forwarded to gov-

ernment. This issue of “carousel

fraud” is a big problem in Eu-

rope.

The DBCFT isn’t exactly a

VAT, but it could create similar

problems. Businesses will have

an incentive to classify sales as

exports in order to avoid tax.

Just like in Europe, that means

lots or rules and regulations as

the government tries to prevent

leakage.

Whether all that red tape

means the system will be “too

complicated” is a judgment call.

How will cross-border activ-

ity be impacted by the promised

changes in the value of the dol-

lar?

Supporters of the DBCFT

say their tax on imports and ex-

emption for exports isn’t anti-

trade because the dollar will rise

in value. That’s a reasonable

proposition, but it overlooks the

fact that exchange rates are af-

fected by all sorts of factors.

Thus, investors, entrepre-

neurs, and companies will have

to devote considerable time to

figuring out the potential im-

pact.

Moreover, there will be

windfall gains and losses for

entities that earn income in one

currency and pay lenders in an-

other currency. This will be an

especially important (and

threatening) issue for foreign

companies (and also govern-

ments) who borrow in dollars

and earn local currency.

If the dollar suddenly jumps

in value, that might wreak

havoc and cause defaults or

bankruptcies. This will compli-

cate economic life, though it

may not be the “too compli-

cated” that Trump has in mind.

What about rules for “ex-

port” of real estate and educa-

tion?

Foreigners each year spend

billions of dollars purchasing

things that never leave the

United States, most notably

real estate and college educa-

tion. These sales are “exports”

in the sense that money comes

into America from overseas

and is used to buy things.

How will these transactions

be taxed? Presumably, there

wouldn’t be any border ad-

justability since nothing leaves

the country, but that’s a wrinkle

that will have to be addressed.

To conclude, it’s not clear

that a DBCFT is complicated

(particularly compared to the

current corporate income tax).

That being said, I don’t think

voters elected Republicans to

push a tax that undermines tax

competition and could pave the

way for a VAT.

So I’m heartened by

Trump’s words, even if I’m

surprised that he’s discourag-

ing them from a bad idea rather

than vice-versa.

Trump Calls House GOP Tax Plan 
‘Too Complicated.’ He May Be Right

Freedomworks
Earlier today, a quartet of Re-

publican senators — Bill Cas-

sidy (R-La.), Susan Collins

(R-Maine), Shelley Moore

Capito (R-W.V.), and Johnny

Isakson (R-Ga.) — introduced

the Patient Freedom Act, S.

191. The bill, they say, is a

comprehensive replacement for

ObamaCare after it's repealed,

the process for which is cur-

rently underway in Congress.

Well, the Patient Freedom

Act, as introduced, replaces

ObamaCare with...ObamaCare.

Yes, you read that right. The bill

would allow states that main-

tain ObamaCare as it currently

exists, including the costly reg-

ulations and Medicaid expan-

sion; develop their own health

insurance alternatives with

"federal assistance"; or develop

their own health insurance al-

ternatives "without federal as-

sistance."

Before we go any further

here, let's be clear: there is ab-

solutely nothing that would pre-

vent states on their own from

adopting ObamaCare when it's

repealed. That's really the

beauty of federalism. Keep in

mind that ObamaCare was

based on the 2006 health insur-

ance law adopted in Massachu-

setts under then-Gov. Mitt

Romney. The law, of course,

has largely been a failure, much

like ObamaCare. Still, if a state

wants to take that route, its law-

makers can do so without fed-

eral legislation like the Patient

Freedom Act.

There are several other issues

with the Patient Freedom Act,

as Philip Klein explained after

the bill was introduced by Sen.

Cassidy. "One reason it can't be

seen as a legitimate choice is

that the law keeps Obamacare's

taxes and most of its spending

in place (particularly, 95 per-

cent of its subsidies) and keeps

the federal exchange infrastruc-

ture intact. That means that

even if lawmakers in one state

choose not continue participat-

ing in Obamacare, their resi-

dents will still have to be paying

to support the program," Klein

wrote. "It also means that for

the sake of inertia if nothing

else, many states will stay

within Obamacare."

"Another reason it isn't a le-

gitimate choice is that the law

will continue to impose costly

regulations at the federal level.

Those include forcing insurers

to cover those with pre-existing

conditions, prohibiting annual

or lifetime caps, requiring in-

surers to allow adults to remain

on their parent's plans until age

26 (also known as the "slacker

mandate"). Whatever the argu-

ments are for these policies, a

system of choice would leave

states free to impose such re-

quirements, but other states free

to pursue alternate market-

based plans. Instead, under the

Cassidy-Collins plan, any state

that opts out of Obamacare

would continue to be restricted

by its regulatory tentacles,"

Klein added.

The goal of the bill, as Sen.

Cassidy said at its unveiling, is

to attract Democrats to strike a

compromise on an alternative.

"At some point in this process,

we’re going to need a bill that

can get 60 votes. We think that

helps us get to 60," Sen. Cas-

sidy told reporters. "California,

New York: You love Oba-

maCare, you can keep it."

Of course, no Democrats are

listed as original co-sponsors,

and to no one's surprise, Senate

Minority Leader Chuck

Schumer (D-N.Y.) dismissed

the Patient Freedom Act. "Ulti-

mately, this proposal is an

empty facade that would create

chaos — not care — for mil-

lions of Americans. Republi-

cans should drop their

disruptive repeal plans and

work with Democrats to im-

prove, not gut, the Affordable

Care Act and healthcare system

for all Americans," Schumer re-

portedly said in a statement.

If Republicans are serious

about repealing ObamaCare,

they, you know, actually have to

do it. Introducing a bill that ef-

fectively preserves ObamaCare

does nothing to further this ef-

fort. Any replacement bill must

repeal what remains of Oba-

maCare that can't be repealed

through reconciliation, and it

must promote policies — in-

cluding expanded health sav-

ings accounts and block grants

of Medicaid — that would truly

give patients freedom.

Moreover, any replacement

should decrease the federal

government's role in the health

insurance system, not continue

to meddle in it by creating a

false narrative that Congress is

doing something that states

couldn't do before ObamaCare

became law.

The So-Called "Patient Freedom Act" 
Is Not an Alternative to ObamaCare
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EditorialEditorial
Trump Refugee Order 
Balances Security and
Compassion
Heritage Foundation

Read any commentary on the

just signed executive order on

visa and refugee-vetting from

several countries in the Middle

East., and odds are the assess-

ment will tell you more about

the writer’s politics than be an

analysis of the order.

I confess: I have a perspec-

tive as well. Mine comes from

working on the presidential

team on both foreign policy and

homeland security from after

the Republican convention up

to the inauguration. I can’t

share the detailed workings of

the team. But what I can share,

having worked on the issues, is

what I believe guided the work.

And it all started with mak-

ing America safe.

Not campaign promises,

anger at any religion, or preju-

dice of any kind impacted our

thinking on the transition team.

What we were worried about

were future threats.

As the space for the Islamic

State, or ISIS, gets squeezed in

the Middle East, the remains of

the tens of thousands of foreign

fighters will have to flow some-

where. Every nation, not just

the U.S., believes they are most

likely to flow to the countries

cited in the order. That fact, and

only that fact, is why those

countries are included on the

list. Indeed, when it comes to

visa-vetting, that’s why the Eu-

ropean Union has restrictions

that are comparable to the

United States.

The reason why we all worry

is because, from those coun-

tries, foreign fighters could well

try to flow to the West, princi-

pally by using visas or posing

as refugees. When they get to

the West, they could carry out

terrorist acts. We know that be-

cause they already have—

specifically in western Europe.

They haven’t come to the

U.S.–yet. Right now, our pri-

mary threat is Islamist-related

terror plots that are organized

by terrorists who are already

here.

What this administration is

doing is making sure we are

ready for the next wave of ter-

rorism as well—the outflow of

terrorists from the countries of

conflict where the foreign fight-

ers are likely go first.

There are already cries that

the precautions are unfair—cre-

ating hardships. Fair enough,

but terrorists attacks (like those

at the Bataclan in France by the

followers of ISIS) create un-

bearable hardships as well—

and the government has the

responsibility to find the right

balance between security and

compassion for its citizens as

well as consider how U.S. ac-

tions impact others around the

world.

One area where the order

tries to get that balance right is

to ensure future refugee pro-

cessing prioritizes addressing

the plight of religious minori-

ties. That is particularly crucial

in the Middle East where the

remnants of the region’s Chris-

tian communities are under se-

vere threat. Worldwide

persecutions against Christian

minorities have been rising for

four straight years. It’s particu-

larly problematic in the Middle

East. The administration is

making an extra effort to ad-

dress that crisis.

While critics will continue to

demonize the administration’s

policies because it doesn’t fit

their politics, Americans who

crave a foreign policy that pri-

oritizes American interests, puts

a compassionate face on state-

craft that reflects our values,

and acts responsibly will find

much to respect in the order.



Blue Rapids

Free Press
Jon A. and Linda Brake, Publishers

A Free Distribution Newspaper - Published Every Thursday

Address Box 176, Blue Rapids, Ks 66411

Phone - 785-363-7140  

Cell 785-556-1694
E-mail - brfreepress@kansas.net

Web site: bluerapidsfreepress.com

Jon A. and Linda Brake, Publishers
A Free Distribution Newspaper
Published Every Thursday - 25th Year
Mail to Box 1191, Manhattan, Ks 66505

Phone - 785-537-8953
Jon’s Cell 785-556-1694
E-Mail - freepress@kansas.net
Web - manhattanfreepress.com

Manhattan Free Press Thursday, February 2, 2017 55

Trump Takes the
First Step in
Restoring the US
Military
Heritage Foundation

On Friday, President Donald

Trump signed an exceptionally

important executive order initi-

ating both the beginning of the

rebuilding of the U.S. armed

forces and the fulfillment of a

campaign promise.

Because he signed this order

on the same day as he signed

the order on immigration it has-

n’t yet gotten the attention it de-

serves. That’s a shame.

The order, titled “Rebuilding

the U.S. Armed Forces,” has not

yet been officially posted to the

White House website. But a

draft of the order, accompanied

by news reports, gives us

enough details to be able to as-

sess it.

The order directs Secretary

of Defense James Mattis to con-

duct a 30-day review of the

readiness of the armed forces to

assess their ability to conduct

the fight against the Islamic

State or ISIS, and other forms

of radical Islamic terrorism, as

well as near peer competitors

and regional adversaries.

This review is critically

needed. The Heritage Founda-

tion has been vocal in calling

for such a review based on our

independent assessment of the

U.S. military. The Heritage

2017 Index of U.S. Military

Strength assessed our overall

military capability as “mar-

ginal, trending towards weak”

because of many years of

budget cuts and overuse. Our

assessment found that the U.S.

Army today is the smallest it

has been since the start of

World War II; the Navy is the

smallest it has been since World

War I; and the Air Force suffers

from crippling shortages of pi-

lots and maintenance personnel.

For example, the average age of

the Air Force’s planes is 27

years old.

For too long the nation, and

the president, has neglected the

state of military readiness in

favor of other priorities.

This 30-day review will

allow the defense secretary and

the president to establish the

facts and determine the neces-

sary priorities for the rebuilding

of the military.

The order also calls for a re-

view to “reduce commitments

not directly related to the high-

est priority operations to make

resources available for training

and maintenance.” This is also

overdue. As described in the

Heritage’s Blueprint for Bal-

ance, the Department of De-

fense spends hundreds of

millions of dollars each year on

programs not directly related to

military readiness such as non-

military related medical re-

search, sustainable energy

programs, and junior ROTC

programs. Although there won’t

be enough resources identified

just through cuts and efficien-

cies to fix the Pentagon’s readi-

ness problems, every little bit

helps.

Perhaps most significantly,

the order directs Mattis and the

director of the Office of Budget

and Management to develop

both a new request for emer-

gency funding for fiscal year

2017 and to revise the still-to-

be-released budget request for

2018 to provide the increased

funding needed to begin the re-

building of the military. That di-

rection aligns with

recommendations from both

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., and

Rep. Mac Thornberry, R-Texas.

McCain and Thornberry, the

chairmen of the Senate and

House Armed Services Com-

mittees respectively, both have

a clear-eyed view of the critical

state of the U.S. military and

have written persuasively on

the need for additional defense

funding.

Obtaining additional funding

for defense will require some

difficult negotiations within

Congress and with the White

House, but the need is so criti-

cal that failure to succeed is not

a viable option. Congress and

the administration will need to

establish concrete and measur-

able objectives for the rebuild-

ing of our military so that the

American taxpayer can be as-

sured that every dollar applied

to defense results in an im-

provement.

Finally the executive order

calls for a new nuclear posture

and missile defense reviews,

two critical defense areas which

have both suffered considerably

under the Obama administra-

tion.   Heritage has been consis-

tent and vocal in pointing out

the need for new reviews and

increased investment of our na-

tion’s nuclear and missile de-

fense domains.

Could all of these actions

been undertaken without a pres-

idential executive order? Cer-

tainly. But by signing this order

Trump has sent an unambigu-

ous signal across his adminis-

tration that the rebuilding of our

military is one of his top priori-

ties. Given the threats our na-

tion faces today to its national

interests, this sends exactly the

right signal to both our allies

and potential adversaries.
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Prince scores 25 points to lift Baylor past K-State

Kansas State’s Jessica Sheble (0) has the ball striped as she heads for the basket.

Kindred Wesemann (24) git the ball into the center of the court.Karyla Middlebrook (21) lays one up and in.

The Associated Press
MANHATTAN, Kan.

Alexis Prince got Baylor

going and the No. 2 Lady Bears

never looked back.

Prince scored a career-high

25 points to help Baylor rout

25th-ranked Kansas State 91-49

on Wednesday night.

“I got off to a good start,”

Prince said. “I hit my first cou-

ple of shots and then from there

I just kept hitting.”

Prince had 17 of her points in

the first half, outscoring the

Wildcats by three in the open-

ing 20 minutes.

Baylor (20-1, 9-0 Big 12) led

7-5 before scoring the next 21

straight points to blow the game

open early in the first quarter.

Prince got the run started with a

3-pointer and Lauren Cox

capped it.

“The last time they played us,

they just pounded us on the

glass.” Kansas State head coach

Jeff Mittie said. “We tried to

make them make jumpers early

so we could be in better posi-

tion to rebound. (Alexis) Prince

was obviously hot early, our of-

fensive attack was not good.

“We felt like we could’ve

been in a 5-6 point game but we

couldn’t score and they shot

what–66 percent in the first

quarter. They cooled off in the

second quarter but we just

never–I didn’t like the way we

competed tonight.”

By the end of the opening

half, the Lady Bears led 44-14

as the Wildcats made just five

baskets in the first 20 minutes.

Karyla Middlebrook led

Kansas State (15-6, 5-4) with

17 points on the night, with 11

of those coming in the 3rd quar-

ter.

BIG PICTURE

Baylor: The victory against

Kansas State marks the 16th

straight season Baylor has won

20 or more games under head

coach Kim Mulkey.

Kansas State: The loss by

Kansas State pushes the Wild-

cats record to 5-3 as a ranked

team in 2016-17.

STAT OF THE NIGHT: Bay-

lor complied a season high 15

steals against Kansas State on

Wednesday night.



Manhattan Free Press Thursday, February 2, 2017 77

Ben
Brake
Free Press

Photographer
16th Year of K-State

Football Basketball

Eternati Willock (13) gets to the loose ball first.

Big 12 Overall Pct. 

Baylor 10 - 0 21 - 1 .955

Texas 10 - 0 16 - 4 .800

Oklahoma 7 - 3 16 - 6 .727

Kansas State 6 - 4 16 - 6 .727

West Virginia 4 - 6 16 - 6 .727

Oklahoma State 3 - 6 13 - 7 .650

Texas Tech 3 - 6 11 - 9 .550

Iowa State 3 - 7 12 - 9 .571

TCU 2 - 8 10 - 11 .476

Kansas 1 - 9 7 - 14 .333 .

Kansas State’s Kayla Goth (10) finds out that basketball is a contact sport. Breanna Lewis (22) a K-State Senior turns for a shot.

Shelyn Maartin (5) drive the lane before taking a shot.

Big 12 Women’s Basketball Standings



School Big 12 Overall 
Baylor 7 - 1 20 - 1 .952

Kansas 7 - 1 19 - 2 .905

West Virginia 5 - 3 17 - 4 .810

Iowa State 5 - 3 13 - 7 .650

Kansas State 4 - 4 15 - 6 .714

Texas Tech 3 - 5 15 - 6 .714

TCU 3 - 5 14 - 7 .667

Okla State 2 - 6 13 - 8 .619

Oklahoma 2 - 6 8 - 12 .400

Texas 2 - 6 8 - 13 .381 

Big 12 Standings
Fri, Nov 11  vs  Western Illinois    W  82-55    1-0 (0-0)
Tue, Nov 15 vs  Omaha W  81-68     2-0 (0-0)
Sun, Nov 20 vs Hampton W 89-67     3-0 (0-0)
Tue, Nov 22 vs Robert Morris       W 61-40      4-0 (0-0)
Fri, Nov 25  vs Boston College*     W 72-54      5-0 (0-0)
Sat, Nov 26  vs  Maryland*             L 69-68       5-1 (0-0)
Wed, Nov 30  vs Green Bay            W 80-61       6-1 (0-0)
Sat, Dec 3   @    Saint Louis           W  84-53      7-1 (0-0)
Tue, Dec 6  vs Prairie View A&M   W 74-55 8-1 (0-0)
Sat, Dec 10  vs Washington State*  W 70-56 9-1
Sat, Dec 17  vs  Colorado State*      W 89-70 10-1 
Wed, Dec 21 vs Gardner-Webb       W 67-54 11-1
Fri, Dec 30  vs  Texas                         W 65-62 12-1
Tue, Jan 3  @  #3 Kansas   L 88 - 90 12-2
Sat, Jan 7  vs    Oklahoma                 W 75 - 64 12-2
Tue, Jan 10  @  Texas Tech            L 65-66 12-3
Sat, Jan 14  vs    #4 Baylor            L 77-68 12-4
Wed, Jan 18   @   Oklahoma State W 96-88 13-4
Sat, Jan 21     vs  #15 West Virginia W 79-75 14-4
Tue, Jan 24  @  #25 Iowa State L 65-70   14-5
Sat, Jan 28   @ Tennessee L 58-70   14-6
Wed, Feb 1

Kansas State Schedule
Date Opponent Time/ TV 
11/11/2016 Indiana L 99-103 0-1
11/12/2016 Duke W 77-75 1-1
11/18/2016 Siena W 85-65 2-1
11/21/2016 UAB W 83-63 3-1
11/22/2016 Georgia W 65-54 4-1
11/25/2016 UNC W 95-57 5-1
11/29/2016   Long Beach State W 91-61 6-1
12/3/2016 Stanford W 89-74 7-1
12/6/2016 UMKC W 105-62 8-1
12/10/2016 Nebraska W89-72 9-1
12/17/2016 Davidson W 89-71 10-1
12/22/2016 UNLV W 71-53 11-1
12/30/2016 TCU W 86-80  12-1. 
1/3/2017 Kansas State W 90-88 13-1 
1/7/2017 Texas Tech W85-68 14-1
1/10/2017         Oklahoma W 81-70  15-1
1/14/2017 Okla State W 87-80  16-1
1/16/2017 Iowa State W 76-72 17-1
1/21/2017 Texas W 96-67 18-1
1/24/2017 West Virginia L  69-85  18-2
1/28/2017 Kentucky W 79-73  19-2

Kansas Schedule

SEC / Big 12 Challenge presented by SONIC

* Wed,  Feb 01 Kansas State TCU Manhattan, Kan. 6:30 p.m. ESPNEWS

* Wed,  Feb 01 Texas Texas Tech Austin, Texas 8:00 p.m. ESPNU

* Wed,  Feb 01 Kansas Baylor Lawrence, Kan. 8:00 p.m. ESPN2 

* Sat,  Feb 04 Kansas Iowa State Lawrence, Kan. TBA ESPN or ESPN2 

* Sat,  Feb 04 TCU Texas Fort Worth, Texas 12:00 p.m. ESPNEWS 

* Sat,  Feb 04 Baylor Kansas State Waco, Texas 2:00 p.m. ESPNEWS 

* Sat,  Feb 04 West Virginia Oklahoma State Morgantown, WV 4:00 p.m. ESPNU 

* Sat,  Feb 04 Texas Tech Oklahoma Lubbock, Texas 6:00 p.m. ESPNU 

* Mon,  Feb 06 Kansas State Kansas Manhattan, Kan. 8:00 p.m. ESPN

* Tue,  Feb 07 TCU Texas Tech Fort Worth, Texas 8:00 p.m. ESPNEWS 

* Tue,  Feb 07 Texas Iowa State Austin, Texas 8:00 p.m. ESPN2 

* Wed,  Feb 08 Oklahoma State Baylor Stillwater, Okla. 6:00 p.m. ESPNU 

Date Home Team Away Team Location Time (CT) Media

Big 12 Men Basketball Schedule

Big 12 Basketball Standings and Schedule

No. 2 Kansas rallies past No. 4 Kentucky 79-73
LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) —

Second-ranked Kansas missed
all of its 3-point attempts in the
first half, and still the Jayhawks
kept on shooting.

That confidence paid off in
one of college basketball's
toughest, loudest environments.

Josh Jackson calmly made
consecutive 3-pointers to jump-
start the Jayhawks, Frank
Mason III had 21 points and
Kansas beat No. 4 Kentucky
79-73 on Saturday night in the
SEC-Big 12 Challenge.

The Challenge's marquee
matchup between college bas-
ketball's two winningest pro-
grams ended with the Jayhawks
earning their second straight
win over the Wildcats on Ken-
tucky's home floor.

Three-point shooting was
critical for Kansas (19-2). It
shook off an 0-for-8 first half to
make 5 of 11 after halftime,
starting with Jackson's back-to-
back makes which provided the
first of several leads in a back-
and-forth half. Kansas led
throughout the final seven min-
utes.

The Jayhawks shot 59 per-
cent in the second half, and
Jackson finished with 20 points
and 10 rebounds.

"I find making 3s gets kind of
contagious," the freshman said
after his fifth double-double this
season. "I think it kind of
opened it up for us a little bit."

Kansas got this big victory at
the end of a tumultuous week
for the program.

After the Jayhawks' 85-69
loss Tuesday night at No. 18
West Virginia, campus police in
Lawrence announced they were
investigating an alleged rape of
a 16-year-old girl at the team's

dormitory. Coach Bill Self said
on Thursday that the investiga-
tion had become a "major dis-
traction." Self also suspended
forward Carlton Bragg Jr. this
week for a violation of team
rules that he said wasn't con-
nected to the investigation.

Mason had 13 second-half
points and Landen Lucas con-
tributed 13 points — including
a layup with 4:41 remaining to
cap an 11-0 run for a 69-59 lead
— and five rebounds before
fouling out. Kentucky (17-4)
got within 77-73 before Svi-
atoslav Mykhailiuk's two free
throws with 16 seconds left
sealed the hard-fought win.

"Coach told us to focus on
the things we can control and
we did a pretty good job of
that," Mason said. "We just
have to do that, not get dis-
tracted and focus on what we
can control."

Kansas used a variety of de-
fenses, including a zone, to ef-
fectively slow Kentucky. Malik
Monk and Derek Willis each

had 18 points for the Wildcats
(17-4), but Monk had just six in
the second half as the Wildcats
dropped their second straight.

"We struggled with what we
were doing, they shot 60 per-
cent," Wildcats coach John
Calipari said. "You cannot win
with a team shooting (nearly)
60 percent. You can't score
enough."

THE BIG PICTURE
Kansas: The Jayhawks

forced 17 turnovers for 21
points and outscored Kentucky
44-34 in the paint. Devonte'
Graham had 12 points, and
Mykhailiuk provided a big lift
in place of Bragg with eight
points.

"I thought this could get ugly
really fast," Self said. "The key
part of the game for us was the
last five minutes to get it to five
(32-27) at halftime. ... Then
Josh's two 3s to start the second
half took the lid off and we
were pretty good after that."

Kentucky: The Wildcats'
ragged stretch just before half-

time resulted in 10 turnovers,
and their problems continued in
the second half. They gave the
Jayhawks all kinds of opportu-
nities that not even 40-percent
3-point shooting could over-
come. The Wildcats don't lose
often at Rupp Arena, but they
now have two home defeats this
season, both in marquee games
against ranked teams — they
lost to now-No. 8 UCLA in De-
cember.

"Kansas' experience
showed," said Isaiah Briscoe,
who had 12 points and eight re-
bounds. "They were down and
kept fighting. I give them credit,
but a lot of that is on us."

POLL IMPLICATIONS

Kansas' gutsy win in a tough
environment might be enough
to convince some poll voters to
put the Jayhawks on top. Ken-
tucky figures to drop several
spots with a home loss follow-
ing an SEC defeat at mid-pack
Tennessee.

Coach Bill Self had a word for his team after the game. (Photo

by KU Sports Information)
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Owners. Promo homes with re-

duced down payments. Use Tax

Refund for additional incen-

tives. Singles from $39,900.

Doubles from $59,900  866-

858-6862

Misc.

LIVING WITH KNEE OR

BACK PAIN?  Medicare recip-

ients may qualify to receive a

pain relieving brace at little or

no cost.  Call now! 855-796-

7301

Misc.

Lung Cancer?  And 60+

Years Old?  If So, You And

Your Family May Be Entitled

To A Significant Cash Award.

Call 866-327-2721 To Learn

More.  No Risk.  No Money

Out Of Pocket.

Misc.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  No

deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-

gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!

FAA approved! FREE info kit:

844-359-3973

Misc.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are

you behind paying your

MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan

Modification? Is the bank

threatening foreclosure? CALL

Homeowner's Relief Line now

for Help!  855-401-4513

Misc.

SAWMILLS from only

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE

MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimen-

sion. In stock ready to ship!

FREE Info/DVD: www.Nor-

woodSawmills.com 1-800-578-

1363 Ext.300N

Misc.

Topeka Boat/Outdoor Show

– Expocentre.  Friday 2/3 1-

8pm, Saturday 2/4 10am-7pm,

Sunday 2/5 11am-4pm.

Screamin’ Boat Deals!  20

Manufacturers!  Pro-Angler

Seminars! KIDS FREE!

www.TopekaBoat.com  1-800-

756-4788.

Misc.

VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! There’s a cheaper al-

ternative than high drugstore

prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL

$99.00 FREE Shipping!  100%

guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855-

850-3904

Sporting Goods

GUN SHOW  FEB. 4-5 SAT.

9-5 & SUN. 9-3 WICHITA

CENTURY II EXPO HALL

(225 W DOUGLAS) INFO:

(563) 927-8176 www.rk-

shows.com

EMI
Extra Mile Imports
Automotive Service

1305 Roever Rd.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-320-7335

Farm Equipment

OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY

TOP $$$ to hunt your land. Call

for a free Base Camp Leasing

info packet & quote. 866-309-

1507. 

www.basecampleasing.com

For Sale

40’ Grade A Steel Cargo

Containers $1500.00 in KC.

$2200.00 in Solomon Ks.  20s’

45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available

Call 785 655 9430 or go online

to Chuckhenry.com  for pricing,

availability & Freight estimates.

Help Wanted

Chapman, Kansas (popula-

tion 1,500; $3.6 million budget;

municipal utilities including

electric; 12 FTE, 20PT) a grow-

ing community on I-70 seeks a

City Administrator. Low range

salary: $72,000.  Additional in-

formation at  www.chap-

manks.com.  

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Class A CDL driver for

flatbed operation. Top pay,

small family owned company.

Central U.S. runs. Call S&S

Express 402-582-4791

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Class A OTR, Regional home

weekly, End Dump Drivers For

Newly Expanded Business.

Late Model Peterbilts & Raven

Trailers, Vacation Pay, Health

Ins, 401K. (800) 776-5672.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Great Plains Trucking of

Salina, KS is looking for expe-

rienced OTR Tractor Trailer

Flatbed Drivers or recent Driv-

ing School graduates. Our Driv-

ers travel 48 U.S. states as well

as the lower Canadian

provinces. We offer excellent

compensation, benefits, home

time and equipment. Please

contact Brett or Judy at 785-

823-2261 or brettw@gptruck-

ing.com,

judym@gptrucking.com

Misc.

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS -

Now offering a 45-Day Risk

Free Offer!  FREE BATTER-

IES for Life!  Call to start your

free trial!  877-687-4650

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

CHARITY.  Receive maximum

value of write off for your

taxes.  Running or not!  All con-

ditions accepted.  Free pickup.

Call for details. 844-268-9386

Misc.

Lenders Offering Special

Gov’t Programs for Mobile

Homes and $0 Down for Land

Classifieds

Trump fires Justice Dep't head over clash on refugee ban
WASHINGTON (AP) -- In

an extraordinary public show-
down, President Donald Trump
fired the acting attorney general
of the United States after she
publicly questioned the consti-
tutionality of his refugee and
immigration ban and refused to
defend it in court.

The clash Monday night be-
tween Trump and Sally Yates, a
career prosecutor and Demo-
cratic appointee, laid bare the
growing discord and dissent
surrounding an executive order
that halted the entire U.S.
refugee program and banned all
entries from seven Muslim-ma-
jority nations for 90 days. The
firing, in a written statement re-
leased just hours after Yates
went public with her concerns,
also served as a warning to
other administration officials
that Trump is prepared to termi-
nate those who refuse to carry
out his orders.

Yates' refusal to defend the
executive order was largely
symbolic given that Sen. Jeff
Sessions, Trump's pick for at-
torney general, will almost cer-

tainly defend the policy once
he's sworn in. He's expected to
be confirmed Tuesday by the
Senate Judiciary Committee
and could be approved within
days by the full Senate.

Yet the firing reflected the
mounting conflict over the ex-
ecutive order, as administration
officials have moved to distance
themselves from the policy and
even some of Trump's top ad-
visers have made clear that they
were not consulted on its imple-
mentation.

As protests erupted at air-
ports across the globe, and as
legal challenges piled up in
courthouses, Yates directed
agency attorneys not to defend
the executive order. She said in
a memo Monday she was not
convinced it was lawful or con-
sistent with the agency's obliga-
tion "to stand for what is right."

Trump's press secretary, Sean
Spicer, soon followed with a
statement accusing Yates of
having "betrayed the Depart-
ment of Justice by refusing to
enforce a legal order designed
to protect the citizens of the

United States." Trump named
longtime federal prosecutor
Dana Boente, the U.S. attorney
for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia, as Yates' replacement.
Boente was sworn in privately
late Monday, the White House
said, and rescinded Yates's di-
rective.

Also late Monday, the acting
head of Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement was re-
moved. The administration
didn't offer any explanation for
the move, only said via Twitter
that Daniel Ragsdale is return-
ing to his previous position as
deputy director. ICE executive
associate director Thomas
Homan was elevated to the role
of acting chief.

Homeland Security Secretary
John Kelly said in a statement
that Homan had led efforts "to
identify, arrest, detain, and re-
move illegal aliens." The state-
ment didn't mention Ragsdale.

The chain of events bore
echoes of the Nixon-era "Satur-
day Night Massacre," when the
attorney general and deputy at-
torney general resigned rather
than follow an order to fire a
special prosecutor investigating
the Watergate scandal. The
prosecutor, Archibald Cox, was
fired by the solicitor general.

Yates, a holdover from the
Obama administration who was
the top federal prosecutor in At-
lanta and later became Loretta
Lynch's deputy, was not alone
in her misgivings about the pol-
icy and its rollout.

At least three top national se-
curity officials - Defense Secre-
tary Jim Mattis, Homeland
Security Secretary John Kelly
and Rex Tillerson, who is
awaiting confirmation to lead
the State Department - have
told associates they were not
aware of details of the directive
until around the time Trump

signed it. Leading intelligence
officials were also left largely in
the dark, according to U.S. of-
ficials.

Tennessee Sen. Bob Corker,
the top Republican on the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, said that despite White
House assurances that congres-
sional leaders were consulted,
he learned about the order from
the media.

A large group of career diplo-
mats circulated several drafts of
a memo arguing that the order
Trump signed last week will not
make the U.S. safe, saying it
runs counter to American val-
ues and will fuel anti-American
sentiment around the world.

Spicer challenged those op-
posed to the measure to resign.
"They should either get with the
program or they can go," he
said.

Trump's order pauses Amer-
ica's entire refugee program for
four months, indefinitely bans
all those from war-ravaged
Syria and temporarily freezes
immigration from Iraq, Syria,
Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia and
Yemen. Federal judges in New
York and several other states is-
sued orders that temporarily
block the government from de-
porting people with valid visas
who arrived after Trump's travel
ban took effect and found them-
selves in limbo.

Yates on Monday said that
she had reviewed the policy and
concluded that it was at odds
with the Justice Department's
mission. She said that though
other lawyers in the department
had reviewed the order, their re-
view had not addressed whether
it was "wise or just."

"I am responsible for ensur-
ing that the positions we take in
court remain consistent with

this institution's solemn obliga-
tion to always seek justice and
stand for what is right," Yates
wrote in a letter.

Trump said the order had
been "approved" by Justice De-
partment lawyers. However, the
department has said the Office
of Legal Counsel review was
limited to whether the order
was properly drafted, but did
not address broader policy
questions.

The blowback underscored
Trump's tenuous relationship
with his own national security
advisers, many of whom he met
for the first time during the tran-
sition.

Mattis, who stood next to
Trump during Friday's signing
ceremony, is said to be particu-
larly incensed. A senior U.S. of-
ficial said Mattis, along with
Joint Chiefs Chairman Joseph
Dunford, was aware of the gen-
eral concept of Trump's order
but not the details. Tillerson has
told the president's political ad-
visers that he was baffled over
not being consulted on the sub-
stance of the order.

U.S. officials and others with

knowledge of the Cabinet's
thinking insisted on anonymity
in order to disclose the officials'
private views.

Despite his public defense of
the policy, the president has pri-
vately acknowledged flaws in
the rollout, according to a per-
son with knowledge of his
thinking. But he's also blamed
the media - his frequent target -
for what he believes are reports
exaggerating the dissent and the
number of people actually af-
fected.

After a chaotic weekend dur-
ing which some U.S. legal per-
manent residents were detained
at airports, some agencies were
moving swiftly to try to clean
up after the White House.

Homeland Security, the
agency tasked with implement-
ing much of the refugee ban,
clarified that customs and bor-
der agents should allow legal
residents to enter the country.
The Pentagon was trying to ex-
empt Iraqis who worked along-
side the U.S. and coalition
forces from the 90-day ban on
entry from the predominantly
Muslim countries.

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Re-

publicans pushed President

Donald Trump's nominees to

head the Energy and Interior

Departments through a Senate

panel on Tuesday while other

committees moved toward

votes on his picks to head agen-

cies in the thick of partisan bat-

tles over health care, legal

protections, education and the

economy.

The Senate Energy and Nat-

ural Resources Committee

quickly approved former Texas

Gov. Rick Perry as Energy sec-

retary by 16-7, and Rep. Ryan

Zinke, R-Mont., to head Interior

by 16-6. But several of his other

picks faced more spirited oppo-

sition from Democrats.

As the Senate Judiciary

Committee worked toward a

vote on Sen. Jeff Sessions' nom-

ination to be attorney general,

the panel's top Republican

praised the Alabama Republi-

can.

"He's a man of integrity,"

said Sen. Charles Grassley, R-

Iowa. "He's a man of his word.

And he'll enforce the law, re-

gardless of whether he would've

supported passage of that law as

a legislator.

Senate panel approves Zinke, Perry
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
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With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Optical Perspectives
We’ve MMoved tto oour NNew LLocation

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

TTTaayy lloorr ’’ss     FFaammii llyy     HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday  Thru  Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or MarianneSee Faye Taylor or Angela Wilson

Fun Page tooFun Page too

Answers page 2
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2828 Amherst Ave.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441
Fax 785-776-3787

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump will
sign orders Tuesday to advance
the construction of the Key-
stone XL and Dakota Access oil
pipelines, a pair of projects that
were blocked by the Obama ad-
ministration due in part to envi-
ronmental concerns.

Trump is to sign the orders
Tuesday, according to a person
with knowledge of the decision.
The move is expected to be
cheered by Republicans and
some union groups who backed
the projects.

Former President Barack
Obama stopped the proposed
Keystone XL pipeline in late
2015, declaring it would have
undercut U.S. efforts to clinch a
global climate change deal that
was a centerpiece of his envi-
ronmental legacy. The pipeline
would run from Canada to U.S.
refineries in the Gulf Coast. The
U.S. government needed to ap-
prove the pipeline because it
crossed the border.

Separately, late last year, the
Army Corps of Engineers de-
clined to allow construction of
the Dakota Access pipeline
under Lake Oahe, saying alter-
native routes needed to be con-
sidered. The Standing Rock
Sioux tribe and its supporters
say the project threatens drink-
ing water and Native American
sites, though Energy Transfer
Partners, the company that
wants to build the pipeline, dis-
putes that and says the pipeline
will be safe.

The pipeline is to carry North
Dakota oil through South
Dakota and Iowa to a shipping
point in Illinois.

The person with knowledge
of Trump's decisions insisted on
anonymity because that person
was not authorized to confirm
the moves ahead of a formal an-
nouncement.

Trump has moved swiftly
this week to make good on
some of his core campaign
pledges he says are aimed at
creating jobs and growing the
economy. On Monday, he
signed a memorandum with-
drawing the U.S. from the
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade
pact, a proposed accord with 11
Pacific Rim countries and an-

other of Obama's prized accom-
plishments.

"Great thing for the Ameri-
can worker what we just did,"
Trump said as he signed the
order in the Oval Office.

Yet even as Trump moves to
implement his agenda, he is still
making false claims.

During a reception with law-
makers at the White House
Monday evening, Trump
claimed the reason he'd lost the
popular vote to Democratic
rival Hillary Clinton was that 3
million to 5 million immigrants
living in the U.S. illegally had
voted. That's according to a
Democratic aide familiar with
the exchange who spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the private meeting.

There is no evidence to sup-
port Trump's claim. He made a
similar statement on Twitter in
late November that he had won
the Electoral College in a "land-
slide" and "won the popular
vote if you deduct the millions
of people who voted illegally."
Clinton won the popular vote
by nearly 2.9 million votes but
lost the electoral contest.

Trump's assertion appears to
be part of a continuing pattern
for him and his new administra-
tion in which falsehoods over-
shadow his outreach efforts.

On Tuesday, Trump sum-
moned the heads of the big
three American automakers,
General Motors, Ford Motor
Co. and Fiat Chrysler, for a
breakfast meeting at the White
House. He pledged to scrap reg-
ulations and reduce taxes on
corporations that keep jobs in
the U.S., though he did not
specify his plans for either.

His administration, he said,
will "go down as one of the
most friendly countries" for
business.

Trump's actions signal a reset
after a tumultuous weekend
dominated by his and his
spokesman's false statements
about inauguration crowds and
their vigorous complaints about
media coverage of the celebra-
tions. While Trump's advisers
have long accepted his ten-
dency to become fixated on
seemingly insignificant issues,
some privately concede that his

Trump to sign orders advancing Keystone, Dakota pipelines
focus on inauguration crowds
was unhelpful on the opening
weekend of his presidency.

In addition to his executive
action on TPP, Trump signed
memorandums freezing most
federal government hiring —
though he noted an exception

for the military — and reinstat-
ing a ban on providing federal
money to international groups
that perform abortions or pro-
vide information on the option.
The regulation, known as the
"Mexico City Policy," has been
a political volleyball, instituted

by Republican administrations
and rescinded by Democratic
ones since 1984.

The actions were among the
long list of steps candidate
Trump pledged to take on his
opening day as president. But
other "Day One" promises were

going unfulfilled, including
plans to propose a constitu-
tional amendment imposing
term limits on members of Con-
gress and terminating Obama's
executive actions deferring de-
portations for some people liv-
ing in the U.S. illegally.

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ The

Kansas Department of Revenue

said it's resending about

380,000 tax forms after some

taxpayers received forms that

had incorrect information.

The department on Monday

found that some of the 1099-G

forms sent out for 2016 had in-

correct refund amounts, The

Lawrence Journal-World

(http://bit.ly/2jeriQM ) re-

ported. The 1099-G lists money

that the tax filer received the

preceding year in the form of

state income tax refunds, credit

forwards or offsets. It also in-

cludes money given to a check-

off program.

Information from the 1099-G

is reported on the federal form

1040 that the taxpayer files this

year if he or she is itemizing de-

ductions.

Kansas sends out incorrect tax forms
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