
An Award Winning Weekly Newspaper

Flint Hills
Cars

SALES & SERVICE 
785-776-4004

• TOLL FREE 800-257-4004

TTHEHE AAMERICANMERICAN FFLAGLAG

IISS NNOTOT JJUSTUST A SA SYMBOLYMBOL

VVOLUMEOLUME 25, N25, NUMBERUMBER 3434 Thursday, January 26, 2017

The Kansas Department of

Corrections (KDOC) had a

hand in the inauguration of

President Donald Trump Fri-

day.

Or more accurately, make

that a hoof.

Wild mustangs trained at the

Hutchinson Correctional Facil-

ity (HCF) that are now used by

military and border patrol

groups marched in the ceremo-

nial inauguration parade in

Washington D.C. Friday.

Two or three of a group of

Fort Riley soldiers who  partic-

ipated in the parade were riding

mustangs trained at HCF. The

fort’s 1st Infantry Division

Commanding General’s

Mounted Color Guard took 13

horses in total for the parade.

The commander leading the

color guard roade one of the

mustangs trained in the KDOC

program.

In the same parade, eight

mustangs trained at HCF were

ridden by U.S. Border Patrol

agents of the Rio Grand Valley

Sector. These horses are used in

patrolling the border between

the U.S. and Mexico.

The horses trained at the

Hutchinson facility are wild

mustangs captured on govern-

ment land by the Bureau of

Land Management. The KDOC

wild horse and burro program,

which operates under the aus-

pices of Kansas Correctional

Industries (KCI), employs of-

fenders at HCF to provide ini-

tial training to the animals. The

offenders at HCF help to make

the wild horses useful for or-

ganizations and individuals

who adopt them.

“It’s a great honor and very

exciting to see horses that were

trained here in our program par-

ticipating in such a historic and

important event, said Dexter

Hedrick, KCI Horse Program

Manager. “The offenders who

work with the horses are taking

great pride in knowing that they

contributed to something so

meaningful.”

KDOC-trained Horses 
Marched in Inauguration Parade

MANHATTAN, Kan.   — For
the fifth time, Bayer Construc-
tion Co. Inc. located in Manhat-
tan was awarded the 2016
Governor’s Mined Land Recla-
mation Award presented at the
2017 Kansas Aggregate Pro-
ducers Association annual con-
vention in Overland Park, Kan.,
on January 13. This award is
presented by the Division of
Conservation in the Kansas De-
partment of Agriculture to rec-
ognize a company that
demonstrated excellence in im-
plementing mined land recla-
mation and conveying a
positive image of mining in
Kansas.

Bayer Construction’s Martin
Quarry is located in Clay
County and has been in opera-
tion since the 1950s. It has been
the primary source of limestone
aggregates for 10 north-central
Kansas counties. The reclaimed
area consists of 94 acres and
was reclaimed in phases from
2011–2016. The reclamation
plan developed with the
landowner outlined how the
property would be reclaimed
into productive cropland. Bayer
used heavy equipment to con-
tour the land and spread stock-

piled topsoil. To maintain pro-
ductivity of the farmland, Bayer
built a waterway to assist in
proper drainage and reduce soil
erosion. “Bayer Construction
Company wants to be a strong
partner in the community and
holds itself to a high environ-
mental stewardship standard,”
said Stan Hambright, safety and
environmental manager for
Bayer Construction.

Bayer Construction was es-
tablished in 1935. Primary serv-
ices include civil site
preparation, water and sewer
line construction, heavy high-
way construction and crushed
limestone. They operate several
portable crushing plants and are
an employee-owned company
with 140 employees operating
quarries throughout northeast
and north-central Kansas.

The KDA’s Division of Con-
servation administers the Sur-
face Mining Land Conservation
and Reclamation Act as part of
its mission to protect natural re-
sources. It offers this annual
award to raise the awareness
and standards of reclaiming
mined land and to recognize ex-
cellence. 

Bayer Construction Awarded
Governor’s Mined Land
Reclamation Award

Bayer Construction Office is South on 177.
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NewsNews

Watchdog 
New Yorkers smoke more

smuggled cigarettes than they

do those that are legally taxed

in the state. It’s also probably

no coincidence the state has the

nation’s highest cigarette tax

rate.

SMOKE ‘EM IF YOU

SMUGGLE ‘EM: A study

shows that states with high cig-

arette tax rates see higher rates

of cigarettes smuggled into

their borders.

That’s the takeaway from a

recent study by the Mackinac

Center for Public Policy and the

Tax Foundation that found cig-

arette smuggling is a growing

problem, particularly in those

states that heavily tax the

smokes.

The Empire State imposes a

$4.35-per-pack excise tax rate

on cigarettes, while smokers in

New York City pay an addi-

tional $1.50-per-pack tax. And

let’s not forget that a federal tax

rate of just over $1 per pack is

also collected. That means a

resident of New York City pays

$6.85 in taxes for each pack on

top of the actual cost of the

smokes.

Even though states in the

northeast tend to impose higher

cigarette tax rates than the rest

of the country — see a map of

rates here — New Yorkers can

still save quite a bit of money

by going across state lines to

buy cigarettes. Residents of

New York City, for example,

could cross the Hudson River

into New Jersey and pay a

$2.70-per-pack tax rate, saving

them more than $4 per pack.

In all, an estimated 55.4 per-

cent of cigarettes consumed in

New York in 2014 were smug-

gled into its borders. New York

is followed by Arizona (49.6

percent), New Mexico (46.2

percent), Washington (45.2 per-

cent) and Minnesota (35.5 per-

cent).

Massachusetts saw a big

jump in cigarette smuggling,

from 12 percent to 29.3 percent,

between 2013 and 2014 after

increasing the tax rate on packs

of cigarettes from $2.51 to

$3.51.

The Tax Foundation said

rates are so high in some areas

the levies amount to “de facto

prohibition.”

“Few politicians realize

when they vote for higher ex-

cise taxes that doing so may

dramatically increase cigarette-

related crime, such as smug-

gling,” wrote study authors

Michael LaFaive, Todd Nesbit

and Scott Drenkard.

“These crimes not only de-

prive local and state govern-

ments of tax revenues, they also

tend to descend into violence,

which produces all sorts of un-

necessary damage. Policymak-

ers should take these realities

into consideration when con-

templating how much to tax

cigarettes.”

The reverse is also true:

Those states with lower tax

rates tend to have a large per-

centage of cigarettes smuggled

out of their borders. Take New

Hampshire, which has an out-

bound smuggling rate of 81.1

percent, the highest in the na-

tion (the next highest is Idaho,

with 24.8 percent outbound

smuggling). New Hampshire’s

$1.78-per-pack tax rate is lower

than all surrounding New Eng-

land states.

The authors point out that

smuggling can range from resi-

dents buying smaller quantities

of cigarettes and crossing state

lines to commercial operations

that have involved counterfeit

state tax stamps, counterfeit

cigarettes and hijacked trucks.

Kansas Legislators Looking At Higher Cigarette Tax

2312 Stagg Hill Road, Manhattan

Study finds cigarette smuggling 
prevalent in states with high tax rates

For each issue of the 
Manhattan Free Press look

for us on Facebook.
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The Riley County Historical

Museum, 2309 Claflin Road,

Manhattan, will celebrate

Kansas Day from 2-5 p.m. Sun-

day, Jan. 29, with an open

house. The open house will fea-

ture some of the secret stories

about objects in the new ex-

hibit, “Celebrating 100 Years of

History and Heritage: The Riley

County Historical Museum.”

The open house is free and

everyone is invited.

“We are planning to have

staff members pick out one of

the interesting objects in the ex-

hibit and tell a little bit more,

make connections with current

events, people or other objects

in the exhibit, so tell stories that

connect in some way,” Cheryl

Collins, director of the mu-

seum, said. “The stories are se-

cret mainly because they might

not be well known.”

The exhibit took approxi-

mately six months to create, ac-

cording to Allana Parker, the

museum’s curator of design. 

“This included completely

clearing the west gallery space

of previous exhibits and relo-

cating objects to a new loca-

tion,” she said. “This involved

moving large square-grand pi-

anos, 1920s refrigerators, and

washing machines.” 

Among items in the centen-

nial exhibit are a section of the

original seating from Manhat-

tan’s Wareham Opera House, a

hand-carved sunflower clock

made from local walnut and

osage-orange wood for the

1893 World’s Columbian Expo-

sition in Chicago, a gavel used

during the first meetings of the

Manhattan Town Association,

Civil War uniforms, feather

hats, saddles, a glove/handker-

chief box from Leonardville’s

old Sikes Store, a 1920s swim-

suit, a wreath made from

human hair and many others.

There are many unusual ob-

jects with accompanying sto-

ries.

An “Aloe Electro-Therapeu-

tic Cabinet,” whose manufac-

turer claimed it could be used to

treat high blood pressure, le-

sions and paralysis, was owned

by Dr. William Clarkson, who

started his practice in Keats in

1900 and who traveled by horse

and buggy to see his patients.

A Nestle brand, permanent

hair wave machine was used in

a Leonardville, Kansas beauty

shop during the 1920s and

1930s.  

Another artifact featured in

the exhibit is a traveling trunk

from the Floberg family. The

wooden trunk, addressed to

Christina Floberg, was shipped

to Olsburg, Kansas, “Nortamer-

icka” in the 1870s from rela-

tives in Sweden. Jonas and

Catharina Svensdotter Johans-

son emigrated from Sweden to

New York City in 1864. In

1866, the couple and their two

children homesteaded near Ols-

burg, Kansas. Catharina

changed her first name to

“Christina” and the couple

changed their last name to

“Floberg” in 1872. In 1907,

they moved to Randolph,

Kansas.

The museum’s first home

was the Pioneer Log Cabin,

dedicated in October 1916. It

was moved to its hand-dug

basement location in Manhat-

tan’s City Hall in 1957. The

current building was dedicated

in 1976 as a bicentennial proj-

ect.

The museum staff currently

administers a collection of

85,000 objects, a

research/archives library of

more than 4,500 books and

monographs, 10,800 cubic feet

of manuscripts and archives,

and 27,000 photographic nega-

tives and images. It also over-

sees eight historic properties.

In partnership with the Kansas

State Historical Society and the

Riley County Historical Soci-

ety, it operates the Goodnow

House State Historic Site.

The museum’s regular hours

are 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday

through Friday and 2-5 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday (exclud-

ing holidays). A research

archive/library is open by ap-

pointment.  

Centennial “secrets” to be shared on Kansas Day

The Topeka Capital-Journal 

TOPEKA — The Kansas

Supreme Court has unani-

mously rejected a lawsuit by the

state’s main teachers union

challenging a 2014 law that

ended teacher tenure but the

union expects further court

challenges over the law.

The law does not violate the

Kansas Constitution by com-

bining multiple topics into a

single bill, the justices con-

cluded Friday.

“All of its provisions relate to

the same subject — education,”

wrote Justice Dan Biles in the

28-page ruling.

In a statement, Attorney Gen-

eral Derek Schmidt said,

“Today’s decision is protective

of the legislative power granted

by the Kansas Constitution and

respects the important constitu-

tional principle of separation of

powers.”

The Kansas National Educa-

tion Association stressed that

the ruling was narrow in scope

— deciding only whether it was

constitutional for the Legisla-

ture to merge multiple provi-

sions into a single bill.

“In no way should today’s

decision be viewed as reflective

of the court’s opinion regarding

the underlying due process pro-

tections formerly afforded non-

probationary teachers,” the

union said. “KNEA will con-

tinue to pursue all avenues, in-

cluding potential legal remedies

as well as legislative action, to

restore statutory due process

rights for non-probationary

teachers in Kansas.”

Gov. praises ruling

Melika Willoughby, spokes-

woman for Gov. Sam Brown-

back, praised the court’s

decision.

“Putting students first means

ensuring Kansas kids have the

best, most qualified teachers,”

Willoughby said. “This deci-

sion affirms and enables that

priority.”

Senate Minority Leader An-

thony Hensley, a Topeka

teacher, said Democrats will in-

troduce a bill to restore teacher

tenure, and he is confident it

will pass. He questioned the cir-

cumstances under which the

2014 change passed.

“It was actually brought be-

fore the Senate in dead of

night,” Hensley said. “There

were no public hearings.”

The 2014 Legislature

sparked a storm of controversy

when it folded provisions to end

teacher due process rights into

a K-12 appropriations bill.

The move came with little

notice and no hearings on the

matter, though a number of

other bills had appeared in the

Legislature in recent years that

touched on curbing union influ-

ence. Teachers from across the

state traveled to the Capitol to

protest.

KNEA sued in August of that

year, arguing the legislation was

unconstitutional because it had

tied together two unrelated top-

ics — teacher tenure and school

funding. The Kansas Constitu-

tion has a “one-subject rule” for

legislation.

In 2015, Shawnee County

District Court dismissed the

case, but the union appealed.

Court rules on three ques-

tions

There were three questions

before the Supreme Court:

whether KNEA had standing to

advance a constitutional chal-

lenge on behalf of its members,

whether the controversy was

ripe for a judicial decision be-

cause it was filed before a

school district applied the new

tenure rules and whether the

legislation violated the one-sub-

ject rule.

On the first two questions,

the court sided with KNEA.

The justices ruled the union did

not need to wait until a

teacher’s contract was dis-

missed before bringing a law-

suit and the matter was ripe for

a Supreme Court decision.

On the third question, how-

ever, the justices unanimously

sided with the state of Kansas.

According to the state consti-

tution, “No bill shall contain

more than one subject, except

appropriation bills and bills for

revision or codification of

statutes.” The question was

whether HB 2506’s provisions

on school funding and teacher

tenure amounted to multiple

subjects. It did not, the court

found.

“KNEA decries the adverse

impact it alleges results to its

members and public education

in general by H.B. 2506’s tam-

pering with the Teacher Due

Process Act,” Biles wrote. “But

the wisdom of the public policy

choices reflected in any individ-

ual part of a bill is irrelevant to

whether the legislation as a

whole contains more than one

subject.”

Legal challenges to continue

The union will continue sep-

arate legal challenges against

the 2014 law based on other ar-

guments. It has been represent-

ing in separate cases three

tenured teachers who were al-

legedly fired without due

process after the legislation

took effect. A court in North

Carolina has found that strip-

ping already tenured teachers of

their due process rights in that

state is unconstitutional viola-

tion of property and contractual

rights.

Kansas Supreme Court rejects KNEA lawsuit

Wagon train on Poyntz in 1863
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EditorialEditorial
Nanny State of the Week: 
The revolution will not be
livestreamed from Congress
Watchdog

It’s against congressional

rules to take photos or

videos on the floor of the

House of Representatives.

But in response to a stunt by

House Democrats, Republi-

cans have moved to impose

punishments that may vio-

late the Constitution.

Last summer, Democrats

held a “sit-in” for the House

of Representatives in protest

of what they said was the

Republican refusal to bring

a vote to the floor for gun

control legislation. This con-

tinued when the House ad-

journed, which results in

turning off the lights and

cameras. During adjourn-

ment, Democrats used their

smartphones to take photos

and stream videos of their

sit-in.

Photo courtesy of Flickr

user Dave Williams

NO STREAM: House Re-

publicans want to make it

easier to punish members for

violating photo and video

rules. The problem? It may

be unconstitutional.

While the action violated

rules of Congress, Republi-

can leadership doesn’t want

to go through the normal

channels to sanction Democ-

rats who violated the rules.

Typically, sanctions must be

meted out by the House

Ethics Committee on a case-

by-case basis. But a new rule

from GOP leadership would

give the sergeant-at-arms the

power to fine members up to

$2,500 without having to go

through the Ethics Commit-

tee.

The new rules may be un-

constitutional, according to

people with experience on

the issue. A former House

consel to the Democrats told

Politico, “It’s the House that

has the power, the self-disci-

plinary authority to do this.

… I’m not sure they can del-

egate the disciplinary power

to an individual house offi-

cer.”

Republicans altered their

proposal in response to these

criticisms, allowing mem-

bers who do get sanctioned

to appeal through the House

Ethics Committee. But De-

mocrats still cried foul, and

the rules were implemented

on a party-line vote.

Sign-up for our Nanny

State of the Week email list

to receive the latest news

and in-depth coverage.

Irked by a publicity stunt,

Republicans appear to have

overreacted and potentially

run afoul of the Constitution.

It was already against the

rules for members of Con-

gress to take photos and

video from the floor, but Re-

publicans thought it was too

much of a hassle to actually

enforce, so they delegated it

to an unelected office.

The rule is frequently ig-

nored, not only for publicity

stunts like the Democrats

pulled, but for major events.

We’ll see if the sergeant-at-

arms deems any fines neces-

sary when President Donald

Trump addresses a joint ses-

sion of Congress.
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Trump’s Nominees
Face ‘Unprece-

dented’ Democrat
Obstructionism
Heritage Foundation

President Donald Trump

starts his first full week in the

White House with just two Cab-

inet secretaries confirmed by

the U.S. Senate. That’s the low-

est number in decades and a

sharp contrast from former

President Barack Obama.

The Washington Post called

the Democrats’ tactics “an un-

precedented break with Senate

tradition.”

Trump’s picks have fared

worse than past Cabinet nomi-

nees. Even though Trump en-

joys a Republican-led Senate,

Democrats have kept their

promise to delay confirmation

of his nominees, even if they

lack the votes to ultimately de-

feat them.

Those six presidents had an

average of 10 Cabinet secre-

taries confirmed in their first

week in office. President Bill

Clinton had the most with 13.

President George H.W. Bush

had two nominees confirmed in

week one, although three others

remained in office from the

Reagan administration.

The Senate confirmed two

Trump nominees on Inaugura-

tion Day: James Mattis to be

secretary of defense (98-1) and

John Kelly to be secretary of

homeland security (88-11).

Senators were also supposed to

vote Friday on a non-Cabinet

nominee—Rep. Mike Pompeo,

R-Kan., to be CIA director—

but Democrats objected and de-

layed the vote until Monday.

Most of Trump’s nominees

haven’t yet advanced out of

Senate committees. Some of

those votes will take place this

week. The Senate Commerce

Committee, for instance, an-

nounced it would vote on the

nominations of Elaine Chao for

transportation secretary and

Wilbur Ross for commerce sec-

retary on Tuesday.

While it’s possible the full

Senate could act on those nom-

inees this week, there’s nothing

officially on the calendar.

Senate Majority Leader

Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,

didn’t hold back in his criticism

of Democrats for their delaying

tactics.

“I urge colleagues to remem-

ber that we worked with the ad-

ministration of former President

Obama after he was first inau-

gurated,” McConnell said in a

Senate floor speech Friday. “We

confirmed seven members of

his Cabinet the day he took of-

fice, and nearly the entire Cab-

inet was filled within two

weeks.”

In 2009, Obama had 10 Cab-

inet secretaries confirmed after

his first week in office. Nine of

those nominees won Senate

confirmation by voice vote,

where an official tally isn’t

recorded. The Obama nominee

who faced the greatest GOP op-

position—Timothy Geithner for

treasury secretary—was ap-

proved 60-34 on Jan. 26, 2009,

less than a week after Obama

took office.

Like Trump, Obama enjoyed

a Senate controlled by his own

party. Democrats had 57 sena-

tors on Jan. 20, 2009, when

Obama took office. Today, Re-

publicans have 52 senators.

None of Trump’s nominees

currently face the likelihood of

defeat, yet that hasn’t stopped

Senate Minority Leader Chuck

Schumer, D-N.Y., from delay-

ing the confirmation process.

Schumer said Sunday on

NBC’s “Meet the Press” that he

would continue to play the role

of obstructionist.

“There are so many of these

nominees that have different

views than what the president-

elect, now the president, cam-

paigned on that of course there

should be scrutiny,” Schumer

said. “Now will we win some of

these fights? Possibly. That’s

why we have a debate.”

Friday’s debate over Pompeo

illustrated the divisiveness in

the Senate.

A new president’s national

security team is usually the first

to be confirmed. In the case of

the CIA, both Director John

Brennan and Deputy Director

David Cohen resigned Friday,

leaving the agency without a

permanent director.

“It makes no sense to leave

this post open,” McConnell said

Friday. “Not for another week,

not for another day, not for an-

other hour. America’s enemies

will not pause in plotting, plan-

ning, and training simply be-

cause the Democrats refuse to

vote.”

Schumer countered that

Trump’s nominees are “poorly

prepared.” He said Democrats

were slowing down the process

to conduct a more thorough ex-

amination.

“If I were the Republicans, of

course I’d want to ram a Cabi-

net like this through. I’m em-

barrassed by it,” Schumer said

on “Meet the Press.”

Earlier this month, The

Washington Post called the De-

mocrats’ tactics “an unprece-

dented break with Senate

tradition.”

“Republicans treated a newly

inaugurated President Obama’s

nominees fairly, and Democrats

should do so now,” McConnell

said. “Our country is counting

on it.”
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Kansas State stuns No. 7 West Virginia

Kansas State’s Carlbe Ervin II drives the corner with three West Virginia players after him.

Dean Wade (32) works the boards.

Kamau Stokes (3) hits on a running jump shot.

Wesley Iwundu (25) drives the lane and gets two points.

D.J. Johnson gets a dunk.

MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP)

— After coming close on a few

occasions this season, Kansas

State finally picked up that elu-

sive win over a ranked oppo-

nent.

Kamau Stokes and Barry

Brown each scored 13 points to

help Kansas State rally to upset

No. 7 West Virginia 79-75 on

Saturday night. Brown reflected

on the team's ability to finally

get over the hump and defeat a

ranked team this season.

"It's great, I mean especially

being on this team last year and

not being able to get over the

hump besides beating OU.

Coach talked about playing

with maturity, courage and just

coming out with a win at home

feels good."

The Wildcats (15-4, 4-3 Big

12) trailed by 12 late in the first

half before Stokes keyed a late

burst, hitting a layup right be-

fore the halftime buzzer to cut

the deficit to two at the half.

Buoyed by that run, Kansas

State went on a 14-6 run to start

the second half and take a 50-44

lead on a layup by Dean Wade.

The Mountaineers (15-4, 4-3

Big 12) trailed 65-55 with 7:43

left before taking a 68-67 lead

on Nathan Adrian's jumper with

just under 5 minutes left.

Turnovers by the Moun-

taineers would eventually be

their undoing. After averaging

just a shade over 11 turnovers

per game, the Mountaineers

committed 23 in the loss.

"When you look at the

amount of turnovers, and their

halfcourt defense is not some-

thing to turn people over." West

Virginia head coach Bob Hug-

gins said following the contest.

"We just threw it away. What

kiss you is unforced turnovers.

It us one that you are forced to

play at a pace you cannot play,

or your will have guys with the

ball that do not know what to do

with the ball. The unforced ones

absolutely kill you."

Wesley Iwundu and Stokes

combined to score the next

seven points to help Kansas

State get the win.

Tarik Phillip led West Vir-

ginia with 20 points.

BIG PICTURE

West Virginia: The loss by

West Virginia marks the first

time the Mountaineers have lost

back to back games this season.

Kansas State: Saturday's vic-

tory against No. 7 marks the

first time Kansas State has de-

feated a ranked opponent this

season.

POLL IMPLICATIONS:

West Virginia will surely take a

tumble in next week's rankings

after losing two in a row after

being ranked 7th in the nation

this past week. Kansas State

may receive a few more votes

in the AP poll this week, the

Wildcats only received one in

this past week's ranking.

STAT OF THE NIGHT:

Iwundu became the first player

in Kansas State history to com-

pile over 1,000 points, 500 re-

bounds, 300 assists and 100

steals in his career.

HE SAID IT: Huggins on

Brown's 2nd Half Performance

"We decided to stand on the

side of him and let him drive to

the basket instead of staying in

from him. I do not know why

we do what we do. It is not what

we practice. I promise you that

is not what we practice."
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16th Year of K-State

Football Basketball

Wesley Iwundu (25) takes the ball to the basket.

Dean Wade (32) goes under the basket for a reverse layup.

Kansas State’s Dean Wade (in black) is on the floor with the ball, he then calls timeout so K-State can keep the ball.

Barry Brown (5) had a good second half to help keep the Wildcat in front.
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TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ Some

top Republican legislators in

Kansas are looking to cut aid to

public schools significantly to

help close a hole in the state

budget, a move that would fly

in the face of past state

Supreme Court rulings on edu-

cation funding. 

Such a proposal also would

defy the Legislature’s shift to

the center. 

GOP lawmakers who are

pushing the idea want to avoid

accounting moves proposed by

Republican Gov. Sam Brown-

back, arguing that they’re gim-

micks that don’t solve budget

problems. 

Senate Ways and Means

Committee Chairwoman Car-

olyn McGinn, a Sedgwick Re-

publican, said Friday that she’s

drafting a bill to cut spending to

close the projected $342 million

shortfall in the state’s budget.

She said it would reduce aid to

schools by between $90 million

and $125 million, and she

hopes to have it ready next

week. 

Senate Majority Leader Jim

Denning, an Overland Park Re-

publican, suggested that legis-

lators will pursue even larger

cuts in education funding. He

said public schools probably

could ``stomach’’ a $200 mil-

lion reduction before the sum-

mer. 

Their comments were in line

with statements from Senate

President Susan Wagle, a Wi-

chita Republican, that Kansas

should make immediate, struc-

tural changes in its budget to

close the shortfall. Brownback

has instead proposed liquidat-

ing a state investment fund and

using the cash to back internal

government borrowing to be

paid back over seven years. 

``Everything will be on the

table,’’ McGinn said of her pro-

posal. ``School funding just

happens to be where a lot of our

money is.’’ 

Talk of cutting education

funding comes as Brownback,

legislators and educators await

a decision from the Kansas

Supreme Court on whether the

state is spending enough money

on its public schools to provide

an adequate education to every

child. The court heard argu-

ments in September in a lawsuit

filed by four districts in 2010. 

Kansas has been in and out of

lawsuits over education funding

for several decades, and past

Supreme Court decisions have

forced them to boost spending. 

Also, other legislators, in-

cluding some Republicans, are

skeptical such cuts can pass.

Voters ousted two dozen of

Brownback’s conservative al-

lies in last year’s elections, giv-

ing both GOP moderates and

Democrats more power. 

``It’s somewhat of an aggres-

sive move to take while we’re

waiting for a Supreme Court

decision on school finance,’’

said House Majority Leader

Don Hineman, a Dighton Re-

publican. 

The state has struggled to

balance its budget since Repub-

lican legislators slashed income

taxes in 2012 and 2013 at

Brownback’s urging in what

even some GOP voters now

view as a failed attempt to stim-

ulate the economy. Many legis-

lators are ready to roll back part

of those tax cuts but acknowl-

edge they can’t raise new rev-

enues quickly enough to close a

budget gap by June 30. 

``While Governor Brown-

back’s proposed budget makes

cuts to education unnecessary,

it is the Legislature’s preroga-

tive to propose such cuts,’’

spokeswoman Melika

Willoughby said in an emailed

statement. 

When legislators have

trimmed education funding in

the middle of past school years,

the state’s 286 local districts

have reduced programs, cut

schools days and left positions

unfilled. 

``I don’t think there’s any

question that you’ll see fewer

teachers, and you’re going to

see larger class sizes,’’ said Sen-

ate Minority Leader Anthony

Hensley, a Topeka Democrat. 

But top Republicans argue

that districts could tap contin-

gency funds they’ve been put-

ting away for emergencies. On

Jan. 1, schools had $201 million

of those funds, part of nearly

$1.1 billion in cash reserves

they carried into the new calen-

dar year. 

Districts have begun each

school year with between $190

million and $217 million in

contingency funds since 2010. 

``It’s a possible way for them

to get through the cuts,’’

McGinn said. 

House Speaker Ron Ryck-

man Jr., an Olathe Republican,

said legislators will review data

about individual districts to de-

termine whether cutting their

aid is feasible. 

But Hensley said school dis-

tricts build up contingency

funds because they’re uncertain

about the future and want to

have a cushion for difficult eco-

nomic times. 

``That’s not our money,’’ he

said. 

EMI
Extra Mile Imports
Automotive Service

1305 Roever Rd.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-320-7335

Some GOP lawmakers in Kansas

looking to cut school funding

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel

Cargo  Containers $1500.00 in

KC.  $2200.00 in Solomon

Ks.  20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also

available  Call 785 655 9430 or

go online

to Chuckhenry.com  for pricing,

availability & Freight estimates.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Convoy Systems is hiring

Class A drivers to run from

Kansas City to the west coast.

Home Weekly! Great Benefits!

www.convoysystems.com Call

Tina ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303 1-

800-926-6869.

Help Wanted
The City of Mount Hope has

a full-time Public Works De-

partment position available.

Please call 316-661-2211 for

job details and qualifications.

Application deadline January

31.

Misc.
Lenders Offering Special

Gov’t Programs for Mobile

Homes and $0 Down for Land

Owners. Promo homes with re-

duced down payments. Use Tax

Refund for additional incen-

tives. Singles from $39,900.

Doubles from $59,900  866-

858-6862

Misc.
SAWMILLS from only

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE

MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimen-

sion. In stock ready to ship!

FREE Info/DVD: www.Nor-

woodSawmills.com 1-800-578-

1363 Ext.300N

Classifieds



School Big 12 Overall 
Kansas 7 - 0 18 - 1 .947

Baylor 6 - 1 18 - 1 .947

Kansas State 4 - 3 15 - 4 .789

West Virginia 4 - 3 15 - 4 .789

Iowa State 4 - 3 12 - 6 .667

TCU 3 - 4 14 - 5 .737

Texas Tech 3 - 4 14 - 5 .737

Oklahoma 2 - 5 8 - 10 .444

Okla State 1 - 6 11 - 8 .579

Texas 1 - 6 7 - 12 .368 

Big 12 Standings
Fri, Nov 11  vs  Western Illinois    W  82-55    1-0 (0-0)
Tue, Nov 15 vs  Omaha W  81-68     2-0 (0-0)
Sun, Nov 20 vs Hampton W 89-67     3-0 (0-0)
Tue, Nov 22 vs Robert Morris       W 61-40      4-0 (0-0)
Fri, Nov 25  vs Boston College*     W 72-54      5-0 (0-0)
Sat, Nov 26  vs  Maryland*             L 69-68       5-1 (0-0)
Wed, Nov 30  vs Green Bay            W 80-61       6-1 (0-0)
Sat, Dec 3   @    Saint Louis           W  84-53      7-1 (0-0)
Tue, Dec 6  vs Prairie View A&M   W 74-55 8-1 (0-0)
Sat, Dec 10  vs Washington State*  W 70-56 9-1
Sat, Dec 17  vs  Colorado State*      W 89-70 10-1 
Wed, Dec 21 vs Gardner-Webb       W 67-54 11-1
Fri, Dec 30  vs  Texas                         W 65-62 12-1
Tue, Jan 3  @  #3 Kansas   L 88 - 90 12-2
Sat, Jan 7  vs    Oklahoma                 W 75 - 64 12-2
Tue, Jan 10  @  Texas Tech            L 65-66 12-3
Sat, Jan 14  vs    #4 Baylor            L 77-68 12-4
Wed, Jan 18   @   Oklahoma State W 96-88 13-4
Sat, Jan 21     vs  #15 West Virginia W 79-75 14-4

Kansas State Schedule
Date Opponent Time/ TV 
11/11/2016 Indiana L 99-103 0-1
11/12/2016 Duke W 77-75 1-1
11/18/2016 Siena W 85-65 2-1
11/21/2016 UAB W 83-63 3-1
11/22/2016 Georgia W 65-54 4-1
11/25/2016 UNC W 95-57 5-1
11/29/2016   Long Beach State W 91-61 6-1
12/3/2016 Stanford W 89-74 7-1
12/6/2016 UMKC W 105-62 8-1
12/10/2016 Nebraska W89-72 9-1
12/17/2016 Davidson W 89-71 10-1
12/22/2016 UNLV W 71-53 11-1
12/30/2016 TCU W 86-80  12-1. 
1/3/2017 Kansas State W 90-88 13-1 
1/7/2017 Texas Tech W85-68 14-1
1/10/2017         Oklahoma W 81-70  15-1
1/14/2017 Okla State W 87-80  16-1
1/16/2017 Iowa State W 76-72 17-1
1/21/2017 Texas W 96-67 18-1

Kansas Schedule

SEC / Big 12 Challenge presented by SONIC

Sat,  Jan 28 West Virginia Texas A&M Morgantown, WV 11:00 a.m. ESPN 

Sat,  Jan 28 Tennessee Kansas State Knoxville, TN 1:00 p.m. ESPN2

Sat,  Jan 28 Texas Tech LSU Lubbock, Texas 1:00 p.m. ESPNU 

Sat,  Jan 28 Oklahoma Florida Norman, Okla. 1:00 p.m. ESPN 

Sat,  Jan 28 Vanderbilt Iowa State Nashville, Tenn. 3:00 p.m. ESPN2

Sat,  Jan 28 Oklahoma State Arkansas Stillwater, Okla. 3:00 p.m. ESPNU 

Sat,  Jan 28 Georgia Texas Athens, Ga. 3:00 p.m. ESPN

Sat,  Jan 28 Ole Miss Baylor Oxford, Miss 5:00 p.m. ESPN2

Sat,  Jan 28 TCU Auburn Fort Worth, Texas 5:00 p.m. ESPNU 

Sat,  Jan 28 Kentucky Kansas Lexington, KY 5:00 p.m. ESPN

* Mon,  Jan 30 Oklahoma Oklahoma State Norman, Okla. 8:00 p.m. ESPN 

* Tue,  Jan 31 Iowa State West Virginia Ames, Iowa 8:00 p.m. ESPN2 

Date Home Team Away Team Location Time (CT) Media

Big 12 Men Basketball Schedule

Big 12 Basketball Standings and Schedule

No. 2 Kansas' backcourt shines in 79-67 win
LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) —

Shaquille Cleare turned the ball
over on Texas' first two posses-
sions. Not even 40 seconds had
expired before Kansas' De-
vonte' Graham drained a 3-
pointer in transition.

Thirty seconds later, Frank
Mason III pulled up for a shot
outside the arc to put Kansas up
6-0.

"I think that's the best we
started a game in the past few
games that we've played in,"
Mason said. "We have to do that
every game moving forward."

Graham scored 18 points,
Mason added 17 and No. 2
Kansas beat Texas 79-67 on
Saturday.

Freshman Josh Jackson
chipped in 15 points for the Jay-
hawks while Svi Mykhailiuk
added 12 points and Landen
Lucas had 12 rebounds.

Kansas (18-1, 7-0 Big 12)
hovered between a six- and
eight-point lead for most of the
second half. The Jayhawks only
pulled away with 60 seconds re-
maining, as Graham and
Mykhailiuk hit corner 3-point-
ers in front of the Kansas bench.

"We were so good early,
you're not going to keep playing
that way," Kansas coach Bill
Self said. "Texas, we kind of
staggered them early and then

the law of averages prevailed.
They fought back. I don't think
you should apologize for play-
ing somebody even."

Texas (7-12, 1-6) opened the

game with five turnovers in the
first 4 minutes, letting the Jay-
hawks run out to a quick 10-
point lead. Texas managed to
cut the deficit to three points

with 6 1/2 minutes remaining in
the first half, but that was as
close as the Longhorns would
get.

Freshman Jarrett Allen
posted season-highs with 22
points and 19 rebounds for
Texas. Eric Davis Jr. added 12
points and Cleare scored 11.

BIG PICTURE
The next three games for

Kansas are going to be the
biggest test the Jayhawks have
had all season. In a span of nine
days, the Jayhawks will play
three top seven teams. Two of
those games take place in hos-
tile road environments.

Kansas goes to No. 7 West
Virginia on Tuesday and re-
mains on the road to play at No.
5 Kentucky on the following
Saturday. Kansas returns home
that following Wednesday to
host No. 6 Baylor.

The big win over the Long-
horns should give the Jayhawks
confidence heading into their
tough test, but the big question
is: Will Kansas have enough en-
ergy to get through it?

"This is a stretch that is prob-
ably as tough as we've had since
I've been here," Self said.

POLL IMPLICATIONS
Villanova leapfrogged

Kansas for the No. 1 spot on
Monday. With the Wildcats' de-
finitive 30- and 10-point wins
over Seton Hall and Providence
this week, expect the top two
spots to remain the same.

QUOTABLE
"It's kind of like the 'Twilight

Zone' because it feels like
there's nothing else going on
here besides the game," Texas
coach Shaka Smart said of
Lawrence and the University of
Kansas. "Everybody's locked in
on the game. That's a testament
to the program and Coach Self
and what they've built over the
years."

GOIN' STREAKING
The win over Texas gave

Kansas its 50th straight win in
Allen Fieldhouse and its 36th
straight at home in conference
play.

Devonte’ Graham goes underneath against Texas. (Photo by KU Sports Information)
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers
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With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Optical Perspectives
We’ve MMoved tto oour NNew LLocation

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

TTTaayy lloorr ’’ss     FFaammii llyy     HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday  Thru  Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or MarianneSee Faye Taylor or Angela Wilson

Fun Page tooFun Page too

Answers page 2
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2828 Amherst Ave.
Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441
Fax 785-776-3787

Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357

Fax (785) 537-9494

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Congress first authorized
Federal crop insurance in the
1930s along with other initia-
tives to help agriculture recover
from the combined effects of
the Great Depression and the
Dust Bowl. The Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation (FCIC)
was created in 1938 to carry out
the program. Initially, the pro-
gram was started as an experi-
ment, and crop insurance
activities were mostly limited to
major crops in the main produc-
ing areas. Crop insurance re-
mained an experiment until
passage of the Federal Crop In-
surance Act of 1980.

The 1980 Act expanded the
crop insurance program to
many more crops and regions of
the country. It encouraged ex-
pansion to replace the free dis-
aster coverage (compensation
to farmers for prevented plant-
ing losses and yield losses) of-
fered under Farm Bills created
in the 1960s and 1970s, because
the free coverage competed
with the experimental crop in-
surance program. To encourage
participation in the expanded
crop insurance program, the
1980 Act authorized a subsidy
equal to 30 percent of the crop
insurance premium limited to
the dollar amount at 65-percent
coverage.

Although more farmers took
part in the program after pas-
sage of the 1980 Act, it did not
achieve the level of participa-
tion that Congress had hoped
for. Therefore, after a major
drought in 1988, ad hoc disaster
assistance was authorized to
provide relief to needy farmers.
Another ad hoc disaster bill was
passed in 1989. A third one en-
acted in 1992 gave farmers the
option of claiming disaster
losses on a farm-by-farm basis
for any year between 1990 and
1992. An extremely wet and
cool growing season in 1993
caused more losses, and Con-
gress passed yet another ad hoc
disaster bill. However, dissatis-
faction with the annual ad hoc
disaster bills that were compet-
ing with the crop insurance pro-
gram led to enactment of the
Federal Crop Insurance Reform
Act of 1994.

The 1994 Act made partici-
pation in the crop insurance
program mandatory for farmers
to be eligible for deficiency
payments under price support
programs, certain loans, and
other benefits. Because partici-
pation was mandatory, cata-
strophic (CAT) coverage was
created. CAT coverage compen-
sated farmers for losses exceed-
ing 50 percent of an average
yield paid at 60 percent of the
price established for the crop
for that year. The premium for
CAT coverage was completely
subsidized. Participants paid
$50 per crop per county subject
to maximum amounts for mul-

tiple crops and counties insured
by the same individual. Subsi-
dies for higher coverage levels
were increased.

In 1996, Congress repealed
the mandatory participation re-
quirement. However, farmers
who accepted other benefits
were required to purchase crop
insurance or otherwise waive
their eligibility for any disaster
benefits that might be made
available for the crop year.
These provisions are still in ef-
fect.

In the same year, the Risk
Management Agency (RMA)
was created to administer FCIC
programs and other non-insur-
ance-related risk management
and education programs that
help support U.S. agriculture.

Participation in the crop in-
surance program increased sig-
nificantly following enactment
of the 1994 Act. For example,
in 1998, more than 180 million
acres of farmland were insured
under the program. This is more
than three times the acreage in-
sured in 1988, and more than
twice the acreage insured in
1993. According to estimates by
the USDA National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service, in 1998,
about two-thirds of the coun-
try's total planted acreage of
field crops (except for hay) was
insured under the program. The
liability (or value of the insur-
ance in force) in 1998 was $28
billion, the largest amount since
the inception of the program.
The total premium, which in-
cludes subsidy, and the pre-
mium paid by insured persons
(nearly $950 million) were also
record figures.

In 2000, Congress enacted
legislation that expanded the
role of the private sector allow-
ing entities to participate in con-
ducting research and
development of new insurance
products and features. With the
expansion of the contracting
and partnering authority, RMA
can enter into contracts or cre-
ate partnerships for research
and development of new and in-
novative insurance products.
Private entities may also submit
unsolicited proposals for insur-
ance products to the Board for
approval. If approved by the
Board, these unsolicited insur-
ance products could receive re-
imbursement for research,
development and operating
costs, in addition to any ap-
proved premium subsidies and
reinsurance. After three years,
the private entity may elect to
retain ownership of the insur-
ance product and charge a fee,
as approved by the Board, to
other insurance providers who
sell the product or elect to trans-
fer ownership of the product to
RMA.

History of the Crop
Insurance Program
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