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Don’t like the Stupid Round

Things (roundabouts)? Just wait

until you see have the City of

Manhattan Staff and the Kansas

Department of Transportation

has for you.

Seth Child Road and High-

way 18 will put drivers on the

wrong side of the road with two

stop lights. 

This is not an old intersec-

tion. The City and KDOT put it

in a few years ago and now it

doesn’t work. (They were told

that at the time.)

Here is part of a Memo given

to the City Commission...  

In 2012, the City of Manhat-

tan applied for a Geometric Im-

provement Grant (GI) through

the Kansas Department of

Transportation (KDOT). A “GI”

grant is a specific type of grant

that can be used only on state

highways to improve the geo-

metrics of intersections to re-

duce delays, accidents, or

inefficient operations.

The south terminal of the K-

18/K-113 intersection is signal-

ized and serves as the southern

terminus of the K-113 High-

way. This intersection currently

experiences undue delay and

excessive queuing for the

southbound to eastbound left-

turn lane. 

(Editor’s Note.. The Free

Press and many others told

the City Commission when

this intersection was built that

the traffic lights would hold

up traffic. But the City has

never been wrong. Now there

will be two intersections with

lights.)

It was proposed that this in-

tersection be reconstructed as a

roundabout to mitigate the

delay and queuing for this

movement and others.

In 2012, the City was noti-

fied that it was awarded a grant

to analyze possible improve-

ments to this intersection.

Through the Quality-Based Se-

lection (QBS) process, Benesch

Engineering was selected to

study this intersection and pos-

sible improvements.

A series of public involve-

ment campaigns were initiated

to gather input and feedback

into several different solutions.

With the input from the public

and City Commission, a Di-

verging Diamond Interchange

was settled upon as the best so-

lution to address the current

traffic pattern.

(Editor’s Note.. The City of

Manhattan uses the “Public

Involvement” and “Feed-

back” as a way of saying “see

we took it to the people and

this is what they want.” No

it’s not it is what the City

Staff wants and they don’t

care what the people want.)

Throughout 2013, 2014 and

2015, the design team, KDOT

and the City of Manhattan

worked through the value engi-

neering process to identify

areas where savings in the proj-

ect could be accomplished.

Through the process, the project

cost was brought down from a

$4,000,000.00 estimate to a

$2,400,000.00 estimate.

In addition to the value engi-

neering process, the City and

KDOT amended the original

grant agreement. The original

agreement was an 80% (State) /

20% (City) agreement for con-

struction, with the City also re-

sponsible for design and

inspection.

In the final amended agree-

ment the City is responsible for

the first $1,000,000.00 in costs,

including design and inspec-

tion, with KDOT responsible

for all costs between

$1,000,000.00 and

$3,000,000.00. The City is

solely responsible for all costs

over $3,000,000.00.

Crossing Traffic At New Intersection

The Manhattan City Staff

wants more Authority and this

Liberal City Commission will

give it to them.

Here is part of Memo given

to the City Commission this

week:

Memo..

On February 20, 2007, the

City Commission approved

Resolution No. 022007-A es-

tablishing a purchasing policy

for the City of Manhattan.

DISCUSSION

An important component of

both the previous resolution and

Resolution No. 011717-A is the

requirement for the City Man-

ager to “establish, and maintain,

an administrative policy related

to the purchase of goods and

services for the City of Manhat-

tan.”

As proposed by Resolution

No. 011717-A, the City Com-

mission would continue to re-

tain authority to approve

purchases exceeding $20,000.

In addition, the proposed policy

would continue to:

Direct the City Manager to

establish and maintain an ad-

ministrative policy Authorize

the City Manager to approve

purchases which do not exceed

$20,000

Authorize the City Manager

to delegate authority to subordi-

nates to approve purchases

which do not exceed $10,000

Authorize the City Manager

to approve purchases exceeding

$20,000 whenever the City

Manager has determined that

factors exist whereby the delay

in obtaining City Commission

approval would be detrimental

to the interests of the City or

where the purchase of goods or

service is related to the routine

maintenance, repair or opera-

tion of essential municipal serv-

ices.

Additionally, there are no

changes to the Consultant Se-

lection Policy of the City which

specifies that the City Manager

has authorization to approve ar-

chitectural and engineering

services up to $10,000.

However, there are two

changes to the existing purchas-

ing policy that have been added

to proposed Resolution No.

011717-A.

The first change is related to

the disposal of City property.

The current policy states that

the disposal of any item origi-

nally valued at $10,000 or more

would require approval by the

City Commission. This amount

has been increased to $20,000

in order to better fit other sec-

tions of the purchasing policy.

[See Page 10, Section 19 (a) of

the Administrative Purchasing

Policy and Section 4 of Resolu-

tion No. 011717-A.]

There are no changes to the

policy language regarding how

other items can be disposed of

across City departments if they

are still found to be useful. Such

items may be given to other

local governmental agencies;

local not-for-profit agencies; or,

sold or traded outside of the

City.

The second change is to au-

thorize the Deputy City Man-

ager to act on behalf of the City

Manager regarding the provi-

sions of the purchasing policy

on those occasions when the

City Manager may not be avail-

able. [See Section 5 of Resolu-

tion No. 011717-A]

(AP) Former astronaut Gene

Cernan, the last of only a dozen

men to walk on the moon who

returned to Earth with a mes-

sage of "peace and hope for all

mankind," has died. He was 82.

Cernan died Monday follow-

ing ongoing heath issues, his

family said in a statement re-

leased by NASA spokesman

Bob Jacobs. NASA said Cernan

was surrounded by his family.

"Even at the age of 82, Gene

was passionate about sharing

his desire to see the continued

human exploration of space and

encouraged our nation's leaders

and young people to not let him

remain the last man to walk on

the Moon," the family said.

Cernan, commander of

NASA's Apollo 17 mission, set

foot on the lunar surface in De-

cember 1972 during his third

space flight. He became the last

person to walk on the moon on

Dec. 14, 1972, tracing his only

child's initials in the dust before

climbing the ladder of the lunar

module the last time. It was a

moment that forever defined

him in both the public eye and

his own.

"Those steps up that ladder,

they were tough to make," Cer-

nan recalled in a 2007 oral his-

tory. "I didn't want to go up. I

wanted to stay a while."

City Manager Gets
More Authority

City Manager Ron Fehr

Riley County Police

New Construction on the K-113 and Highway 18 will have traffic CROSS at two in-
tersections. At some places drivers will be driving on the wrong side of the road. And
there will be a lane for bicyles and for people to walk. Sure and people are going to
use them. To see how the Diverging Diamond Interchange works go to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HD-0QnUlLOQ

Gene Cernan, last astronaut on the moon, dies at 82
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NewsNews

MINUTES

CITY COMMISSION

MEETING

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3,

2017         7:00 P.M.

The Regular Meeting of the

City Commission was held at

7:00 p.m. in the City Commis-

sion Room.  Mayor Usha Reddi

and Commissioners Linda

Morse, Michael L. Dodson,

Wynn Butler, and Karen Mc-

Culloh were present.  Also pres-

ent were the City Manager Ron

R. Fehr, Deputy City Manager

Jason Hilgers, Assistant City

Manager Kiel Mangus, City At-

torney Katharine Jackson, City

Clerk Gary S. Fees, 7 staff, and

approximately 18 interested cit-

izens.

PLEDGE OF 

ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Reddi led the Com-

mission in the Pledge of Alle-

giance.

PROCLAMATION

Mayor Reddi proclaimed

January 13-16, 2017, Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King, Jr. Community

Celebration and Day of Service.

Randi Dale, Kevin Bryant, and

Commissioner Linda Morse,

Members, Manhattan Martin

Luther King Junior Committee,

were present to receive the

proclamation.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mayor Reddi opened the

public comments.

Phil Anderson, 1719

Fairchild Avenue, asked the

Commission to consider the im-

portance of restoration of dis-

tressed and neglected properties

in the older Manhattan neigh-

borhoods in preparation of the

goals for the City of Manhattan

in 2017. He provided examples

of properties being restored by

David Miller and encouraged

the City Commissioners to view

his work and to contact either

him or Eric Cattell, Director of

Community Development, to

arrange a time to view the kind

of quality work that he is doing.

He reiterated that this should be

a goal for the Commission to

consider and to develop strate-

gies that encourage this type of

reconstruction. He then re-

sponded to questions from the

Commission.

Mayor Reddi informed the

community that the annual City

Commission Retreat and Goal

Setting Session is January 12,

2017. She encouraged citizens

to provide their suggestions and

feedback to the City Commis-

sioners.

Hearing no other comments,

Mayor Reddi closed the public

comments.

COMMISSIONER COM-

MENTS

Commissioner McCulloh

wished everyone a Happy New

Year.

Mayor Reddi provided an

update on Phase 2 of the Man-

hattan Regional Airport Termi-

nal project and announced that

there would be a ribbon cutting

and open house at the Airport

Terminal on January 26, 2017.

She provided a review of the re-

cent New Year’s Eve activities

held at the Flint Hills Discovery

Center, the Peace Memorial Au-

ditorium, the Manhattan Arts

Center, and the ball drop festiv-

ities in Aggieville. She reiter-

ated that the City Commission

Retreat and Goal Setting Ses-

sion would be held on Thurs-

day, January 12, 2017, and the

2017 Legislative Luncheon

would be held on Wednesday,

January 4, 2017, in the City

Commission Room, at City

Hall.

CONSENT AGENDA

(* denotes those items dis-

cussed)

MINUTES

The Commission approved

the minutes of the Regular City

Commission Meeting held

Tuesday, December 20, 2016.

CLAIMS REGISTER NO.

2837

The Commission approved

Claims Register No. 2837 au-

thorizing and approving the

payment of claims from De-

cember 14, 2016, to December

27, 2016, in the amount of

$2,136,376.49.

LICENSES

The Commission approved a

Tree Maintenance License for

calendar year 2017 for Wildcat

Tree Service, 3761 Cumberland

Rd; and an annual Cereal Malt

Beverages Off-Premises Li-

cense for Wildcat Creek Fun &

Fitness, 800 Anneberg Circle. 

FINAL PLAT – MUIR-

FIELD ADDITION, UNIT

TWO

The Commission accepted

the easements and rights-of-

way, as shown on the Final Plat

of Muirfield Addition, Unit

Two, located 1,300 feet north-

east of the intersection of Grand

Mere Parkway and Colbert

Hills Drive, based on confor-

mance with the Manhattan

Urban Area Subdivision Regu-

lations.

* FINAL PLAT – MATC

ADDITION

Commissioner Butler voiced

concerns from several home-

owners that live close to this

area who have expressed that

they are not happy about this

project. He asked about zoning

considerations for the Manhat-

tan Area Technical College.

Eric Cattell, Director of

Community Development, re-

sponded to questions from the

Commission regarding zoning

of the Manhattan Area Techni-

cal College (MATC) property

and the recent Board of Zoning

Appeals meeting. He stated the

action before the Commission

is to accept the easements and

rights-of-way as shown on the

Final Plat of the MATC Addi-

tion.

The Commission accepted

the easements and rights-of-

way, as shown on the Final Plat

of MATC Addition, generally

located at the northwest corner

of Seth Child Road and Dickens

Avenue, based on conformance

with the Manhattan Urban Area

Subdivision Regulations.

ORDINANCE NO. 7267 –

ANNEX – HIGHLANDS AT

GRAND MERE

The Commission approved

Ordinance No. 7267 annexing

the Highlands at Grand Mere, a

64.19 acre tract of land gener-

ally located north of the dead

end of Grand Mere Parkway,

based on conformance with the

Manhattan Urban Area Com-

prehensive Plan, the Growth Vi-

sion, and the Capital

Improvements Program.

ORDINANCE NO. 7268 –

REZONE – HIGHLANDS

AT GRAND MERE

The Commission approved

Ordinance No. 7268 rezoning

the Highlands at Grand Mere

from Riley County Residential

Planned Unit Development Dis-

trict, to R-1, Single-Family

Residential District, and R-2,

Two-Family Residential Dis-

trict, based on the findings in

the Staff Report (See Attach-

ment No. 1) and the recommen-

dation of the Planning Board.

ORDINANCE NO. 7269 –

AMEND MANHATTAN

URBAN AREA COMPRE-

HENSIVE PLAN – INCOR-

PORATE BIG BLUE AND

KANSAS RIVERS FLOOD-

PLAIN MANAGEMENT

PLAN

The Commission approved

Ordinance No. 7269 amending

the Manhattan Urban Area

Comprehensive Plan by adopt-

ing and incorporating by refer-

ence the Big Blue and Kansas

Rivers Floodplain Management

Plan, dated November 2016,

and incorporating the necessary

citation in Chapter 4, as pro-

posed. 

ORDINANCE NO. 7270 –

AMEND NO PARKING

ANYTIME – DICKENS AV-

ENUE

The Commission approved

Ordinance No. 7270 amending

Chapter 31 of the Code of Or-

dinances to include adding “No

Parking Anytime” at locations

along Dickens Avenue.

ORDINANCE NO. 7271 –

AMEND NO PARKING

ANYTIME EXCEPT SUN-

DAY – DICKENS AVENUE

The Commission approved

Ordinance No. 7271 amending

“No Parking Anytime Except

Sunday” at locations along

Dickens Avenue.

RESOLUTION NO.

010317-A – AMEND PARKS

AND RECREATION FEES

The Commission approved

Resolution No. 010317-A set-

ting the adult twilight swim ad-

mission fee at $2.00 per person

and the waterpark season pass

fee of $55.00 per person effec-

tive February 1, 2017.

AGREEMENT – PROFES-

SIONAL SERVICES – AIR-

PORT CONSULTANT

(2017-2021)

The Commission authorized

the Mayor and City Clerk to ex-

ecute a Professional Services

Contract with Olsson Associ-

ates, of Lincoln, Nebraska, for

a five-year (2017-2021) Airport

Architectural and Engineering

Agreement at the Manhattan

Regional Airport.

PAYMENT – METRO-

POLITAN PLANNING OR-

GANIZATION

The Commission authorized

payment of the Metropolitan

Planning Organization annual

assessment up to a maximum of

$46,995.05, and authorized the

first installment in the amount

of $23,497.52 to the Flint Hills

Regional Council, as adminis-

trator of the Flint Hills Metro-

politan Planning Organization.

*PAYMENT – 2017 MEM-

BERSHIP – LEAGUE OF

KANSAS MUNICIPALI-

TIES

Commissioner Butler voiced

concern with the funding source

being used for this item. He

asked that consideration be

given to using the Convention

and Visitors Bureau (CVB)

Fund and not the General Fund

to pay for the League of

Kansas Municipalities mem-

bership.

Commissioner McCulloh

stated that she supported the

membership with the League

of Kansas Municipalities.

The Commission authorized

payment of the 2017 Member-

ship payment in the amount of

$23,353.32 to the League of

Kansas Municipalities for the

City’s annual membership con-

tribution.   

* PAYMENT – 2017

MEMBERSHIP – FLINT

HILLS REGIONAL COUN-

CIL

Commissioner Butler voiced

concern with the funding

source being used for this item.

He asked that consideration be

given to using the Convention

and Visitors Bureau (CVB)

Fund and not the General Fund

Manhattan City Commission January 3 Minutes

2312 Stagg Hill Road, Manhattan

See page 8
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CITY COMMISSION
AGENDA MEMO

January 12, 2017
FROM: John Adam,

AICP, Senior Planner
MEETING:January 17, 2016

SUBJECT: Aggieville
Community 

Vision Plan Update
PRESENTERS: John

Adam, AICP, Senior Planner
Ben Chmiel, Planner

BACKGROUND
The Aggieville–Campus

Edge Plan (ACE) was origi-
nally adopted in 2005. The
combination of the recently up-
dated Manhattan Urban Area
Comprehensive Plan, develop-
ment of the Urban Core Resi-
dential (UCR) district concept,
and  new development activity
and opportunities in Aggieville
have prompted City Adminis-
tration to initiate an update to
the Plan.

Over the past year Commu-
nity Development Department
staff conducted extensive sur-
veys of the physical conditions
of Aggieville and of both the
community’s and business own-
ers’ opinions on the future vi-
sion of the area. While the
public, business owners, and
Steering Committee recon-
firmed the validity of the over-
all recommendations in the
2005 ACE, the results of the
surveys and work with the Ag-

gieville Steering Committee led
to a number of updates to the
Plan, including:

Removal of the “campus
edge” neighborhood as a plan-
ning sub-area. The 2015 update

of the Comprehensive Plan and
the UCR District amendment
(forthcoming) has reduced the
campus edge neighborhood’s
importance in the ACE docu-
ment. The Campus Edge por-

tion has been updated and re-
tained in an appendix.

Recommendation of in-
creased future densities along
the Bluemont Avenue/Anderson
Avenue, Laramie Street, and

14th Street corridors, reflected
in greater allowable building
heights while preserving the
lower- height historic character
of buildings along Moro Street
and North Manhattan
Avenue/Triangle Park.

Discussion of travel mode
needs beyond just motor vehi-
cles, to emphasize the impor-
tance of pedestrian and bicycle
access and safety, and
streetscape improvements to
promote improved walkability
and cohesiveness of the Dis-
trict.

Addition of an extensive
Strategic Action Plan.

DISCUSSION
The purpose of this work ses-

sion is to introduce the draft re-
vised document, (renamed
Aggieville Community Vision
Plan), to the City Commission
in advance of a final round of
Steering Committee and com-
munity input. City Administra-
tion held a work session with
the Planning Board on Decem-
ber 19, 2016, and their input
was very positive overall. One
member had some concern
about the potential intensity of
development along Laramie
Street in relation to the three-
story stone house at Laramie
Street and 11th Street, and one
member suggested the Ag-
gieville Plan should do more to
promote rehabilitation of homes

in surrounding neighborhoods.
However, overall the Board
thought the updated document
was a positive advance over the
2005 ACE, especially with the
addition of a detailed Strategic
Action Plan that identifies a se-
ries of specific initiatives that
will promote new private in-
vestment and help to leverage
City-Owned parking lots
through public-private partner-
ships.

City Administration will
take the draft Aggieville Com-
munity Vision Plan to the Ag-
gieville Steering Committee in
January/February 2017 for
comments, prior to finalizing
the document. The formal
adoption process is anticipated
to begin in February and be fin-
ished by April 2017.

Not applicable.
FINANCING
ALTERNATIVES
The  purpose  of  this  memo

and  presentation  is  to  gather
suggested  changes  before ini-
tiating an adoption process.

Provide  comments  and
input  on  the  Draft  Aggieville
Community Vision Plan.

RECOMMENDATION
Provide comments and input

to City Administration on the
Draft Aggieville Community

City Staff Can’t Find Aggieville, Order New Study

Kansas Policy Institute
There is an achievement cri-

sis in the Kansas education sys-
tem that must be reversed if our
students are to be prepared for
the demands of the dynamic
work environments the future
promises.

The Kansas State Depart-
ment of Education tells us that
in three short years, 71% of jobs
in Kansas will require postsec-
ondary education or training.
However, according to KSDE,
only about half of Kansans cur-
rently have education beyond
high school. If we as a state are
to adequately meet the demands
that come with the need of a
highly educated work force,
young adults must have the req-
uisite skills to be successful to
continue their education after
high school.

But is there really a crisis?
Everyone from the governor to
the education community to the
media keeps telling us how
great our schools are. The evi-
dence suggests otherwise. Here
is the latest state of achieve-
ment. You’d be hard-pressed to
find these outcomes acceptable.

2016 State Assessment Re-
s u l t s
The results of the 2016 Kansas
state assessments are disap-
pointing, to say the least. 2016
was the second year of post-No
Child Left Behind testing, and
designed to give a more honest
assessment of student achieve-
ment. The chart provides a vi-

sual:
2 in 5 of Kansas 10th graders

are below grade level in math.
Only 1 in 4 10th graders are

considered college/career ready
in math, in English Language
Arts (ELA), it’s 1 in 3.

Overall, 2016 scores are
lower than 2015, which is con-
sidered the baseline year.

See Graphic Above
As low as these proficiency

numbers are, the income-based
achievement gaps are even
more disconcerting. A mere
11% of low-income 10th
graders are college/career ready
in math compared to 34% for
the non-low-income students.
In ELA, the numbers are 18%

and 42%, respectively.
ACT Scores

Only 31% of Kansas high
school students who chose to
take the ACT are considered
college-ready in the four core
areas of English, reading, math
and science. What does that re-
ally mean? It means that too
many high school graduates
must take remedial courses at
the college level because high
school didn’t prepare them for
the rigors of college. The effect
is that college gets more expen-
sive, saddling students with
more debt, and it takes longer to
graduate.

National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress (NAEP) 

Over the past 15 years, the
reading and math NAEP scores
of 4th and 8th grades have been
low, and as flat as western
Kansas. Just 20% of low-in-
come 4th graders are proficient
in reading and 27% are profi-
cient in math. A mere half of the
students who are not low in-
come are proficient in reading
and math. Among the 8th
graders less than a quarter of
low-income kids are proficient
in reading and math while less
than half of the students who
are not low income are profi-
cient. With scores like these, is
it any wonder our elementary
and middle school students per-
form the way they do in high

school?
More data on state assess-

ments, ACT scores and NAEP
can be found at kansasopen-
gov.org.

Despite a real and persistent
achievement crisis, there are
those who believe we have a
funding crisis. The prize they
eye is not one of student suc-
cess, it’s the number of dollars
at their disposal. Per-pupil
spending is north of $13,000

and continues to set records,
but the attention is on getting
more and more at the real ex-
pense of actual learning and
outcomes.

The state gives virtual carte
blanche to districts when it
comes to how they spend their
money. Given that and the low
levels of achievement, here are
some questions every local
school board member should
publicly answer:

Student achievement crisis continues
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EditorialEditorial

Obama Takes One More Shot in His 
War on Coal on His Way Out the Door

FreedomWorks

Last Monday, the Obama

administration’s Office of

Surface Mining (OSMRE)

issued its so-called Stream

Protection Rule. This regu-

lation, which the administra-

tion has been working on

behind closed doors for six

years, represents the logical

culmination of this adminis-

tration’s war on coal. This

rule, if not overturned,

would increase regulatory

costs for coal mines to such

an extent that candidate

Obama’s promise to “bank-

rupt” coal companies will be

largely achieved.

There is a reason this reg-

ulation was snuck out the

week before Christmas dur-

ing the last weeks of the

Obama administration: the

rule is a massive, possibly il-

legal, regulatory overreach.

The Surface Mining Control

and Reclamation Act, the

very law that gives the

OSMRE its regulatory au-

thority, specifically prohibits

OSMRE from promulgating

regulations which duplicate

other environmental rules.

Yet this is precisely what the

new Stream Protection Rule

is designed to do.

Under the proposed rule,

coal mines would be re-

quired to undertake onerous

new permitting requirements

related to any streams near

the mine. This water, how-

ever, is already regulated by

the states under state law

and the federal government

under the Clean Water Act

(CWA). The problem for

President Obama and his

radical environmentalist al-

lies is that the states don’t

regulate coal mining as

harshly as they want them

to. Their solution is to create

this new regulation to be the

final hammer to destroy

what’s left of the coal indus-

try in America.

Initially, the affected

states sought to work with

the Department of Interior

and OSMRE in developing

this regulation, with ten

states signing on to cooper-

ate. Eventually, though,

eight of those ten states

withdrew from the discus-

sion because the federal

government was so clearly

uninterested in state input,

rather seeking a route to

massively expand federal

power.

The effects of this regula-

tion are brutal. According to

the National Mining Associ-

ation about a third of all re-

maining coal-related jobs

could be destroyed. In a

laughably tone-deaf re-

sponse to this, the chief of

OSMRE asserted that the

rule will actually create

twice as many jobs as it

would destroy because coal

mines would be required to

hire legions of workers to

comply with this regulation.

Only a bureaucrat could say

that with a straight face.

This rule is currently set to

take effect on January 19,

2017, the day before the next

President is inaugurated.

While the regulation is final,

it is not yet permanent. Con-

gress is readying legislation

which could repeal this rule

immediately. These is also

the opportunity for President

Trump to reverse this rule

through the regulatory

process, though that could

take an extended period of

time.

This rule must be stopped.

President Obama’s war on

coal must end with his pres-

idency.
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What to Expect 
from ObamaCare’s 

Replacement
By Michael D. Tanner

CATO Institute

Republicans have officially

begun the long and complex

road to repealing and “replac-

ing” ObamaCare. And if you

believe congressional Democ-

rats, various special-interest

groups and much of the media,

the Four Horsemen of the

Apocalypse are about to be un-

leashed.

Former Senate Minority

Leader Harry Reid paused on

his way out the door to warn,

“People are going to die” if the

health-care law is repealed. His

successor, New York Sen.

Chuck Schumer, was only

slightly less gloomy, warning of

“chaos” and claiming Oba-

maCare repeal would “make

America sick again.” New York

Times columnist Paul Krugman

suggested Republicans were

preparing to “snatch insurance

away from millions,” while a

CNN report claimed that repeal

would lead to the loss of 3 mil-

lion jobs.

Let’s all get a grip.

Initially, any changes will be

very small and incremental. Re-

peal won’t happen overnight, or

all at once. Rather, Republicans

are likely to establish a sunset

date, three or four years from

now, allowing time to craft a re-

placement. Still, sooner or later,

we’ll be living under a very dif-

ferent health-care system.

Therefore, over the next few

days, we’ll take a look at what

it’s really going to mean for

health-care consumers, patients,

doctors, hospitals, insurers,

businesses and taxpayers.

One of the first things most

Americans are likely to find is

that they’ll have more choices

when it comes to buying insur-

ance. You may have to pay

more for insurance that covers

some providers and conditions,

but you’ll also be able to buy

cheaper, less-comprehensive in-

surance if you want to.

ObamaCare required all in-

surance to cover a wide-ranging

— and expensive — “essential

benefits package.” Repeal will

mean more of an a la carte ap-

proach to insurance, based on

individual consumer prefer-

ence.

In fact, this is likely to be one

of the first changes to Oba-

maCare. While the law requires

that there be an essential-bene-

fits package, it gives the presi-

dent a great deal of discretion in

determining what that package

should be. President Trump can

take action by executive order

to repeal some of the require-

ments that President Obama in-

cluded.

People will even have the

choice not to buy insurance at

all, since the much-reviled indi-

vidual mandate will be gone.

Going without insurance may

not necessarily be a wise

choice, but it does re-establish

a fundamental limit to state

power over the individual. And

it allows young and healthy

people to purchase low-cost

catastrophic coverage that

makes much more sense for

them.

Most people will find more

choice to be a good thing, but

there’s a downside. If people

opt out of services that they

won’t use — such as men

choosing not to buy maternity

coverage — it will drive up the

price for those who do use those

services.

Consumers won’t just find

more options in the types of

plans; there should also be more

insurers to choose from. Re-

cently, insurers have been aban-

doning ObamaCare exchanges

in droves. Roughly a third of

US counties have only one in-

surer participating in their ex-

change. Repeal will lure

insurers back into the market.

Finally, a replacement plan

will almost certainly let you

shop for insurance out of state.

Today, it’s illegal for someone

living in New York to buy in-

surance in, say, Pennsylvania

even if a plan there is cheaper.

This gives a near monopoly to

a small cartel of New York in-

surers. Allowing consumers to

shop across state lines will force

some much-needed competition

into the insurance market. It

will also help prevent New York

regulators from recreating the

failures of ObamaCare at the

state level.

Those changes will mostly

affect the individual insurance

market, but the majority of

Americans who get their insur-

ance through their employer are

also likely to see more choice.

That’s because any ObamaCare

replacement is expected to sig-

nificantly expand Health Sav-

ings Accounts.

HSAs shift control of health-

care spending from employers

to employees. An expansion of

HSAs will most likely allow

much larger tax-free contribu-

tions to these accounts, and

allow them to be used for more

health-related expenses, includ-

ing insurance premiums. That

would mean that you — not

your boss — would be able to

choose your insurance plan.

Expanded HSAs would also

mean increased portability for

health insurance. Because you

could use your HSA to pay your

premium, you wouldn’t be as

likely to lose your insurance if

you changed or lost your job.

In general, then, most con-

sumers will find themselves

with more and better insurance

choices after ObamaCare is re-

pealed. Still, there are likely to

be some people who face chal-

lenges, including those with

low incomes and those with

pre-existing conditions. Tomor-

row, we’ll look at what repeal-

ing ObamaCare means for

them.
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No. 1 Baylor hold off No. 25 K-State 77-68

Kansas State’s D.J. Johnson (4) takes the ball up for a shot from the side.

Dean Wade (32) works to the inside but looks for the open man outside.

Carlbe Ervin II (1) tries to stop a lay-up.

Wesley Iwundu (25) plays keep-a-way from a Baylor player.

Kamau Stokes (3) drives for the basket from the top of the key.

MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP)

— Trailing midway through the

second half, top-ranked Baylor

suddenly surged to avoid a sec-

ond straight loss.

Manu Lecomte scored 26

points despite early foul trou-

ble, Ish Wainright and Al Free-

man had key baskets down the

stretch and the Bears outlasted

No. 25 Kansas State 77-68 on

Saturday.

Wainright and Freeman each

had 15 points as Baylor (15-1,

3-1 Big 12) bounced back from

a lopsided loss at No. 10 West

Virginia in their first game as

the nation's No. 1 team.

"We were able to get some

stops and get into transition and

get some good looks and make

a couple of 3s," coach Scott

Drew said.

Kansas State held a two-

point lead with 10 minutes to

go. From that point, Baylor

outscored the Wildcats 32-21.

Johnathan Motley was held

to seven points and nine re-

bounds before fouling out with

4:34 left and the Bears leading

62-55. But they managed to

hang on down the stretch with-

out their most dependable

player.

D.J. Johnson had points to

lead the Wildcats (13-4, 2-3),

including two free throws after

Motley fouled out to get within

62-57 with just over 4 minutes

to go.

But the Wildcats were unable

to make key stops the rest of the

way, and the trio of Wainright,

Freeman and Lecomte seemed

to will the Bears to victory.

"They're good," Kansas State

head coach Bruce Weber said.

"They're steady and smart.

They executed, they made plays

and we didn't have an answer

for them," he said.

Freeman scored with just

over 3 minutes left to make it

66-58, and Wainright had a put-

back with just over 2 minutes

left that gave the Bears a 68-60

advantage.

Barry Brown finished with

13 points, Xavier Sneed added

12 and Kamau Stokes had 10

for the Wildcats.

BIG PICTURE

Baylor: Answered a lot of

critics after its poor showing in

Morgantown by beating the

Wildcats on the road. The Bears

have won six of their last seven

against Kansas State.

Kansas State: Has lost three

of its last four games, including

a last-second defeat at No. 2

Kansas and a loss at Texas Tech

where the Wildcats also led late.

Those defeats coupled with a

weak nonconference schedule

could haunt the Wildcats when

the NCAA Tournament field is

set.
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Ben
Brake
Free Press

Photographer
16th Year of K-State

Football Basketball

Wesley Iwundu (25) is fouled as he goes up for a shot.

Barry Brown (5) handles the ball for the Wildcats.

It is hard to get to the basket when you have 6’9”,  237 lb,  D.J. Johnson (4) doing the guarding.

Sophomore Foreward Dean Wade puts up a three-pointer.
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to pay for the Flint Hills Re-
gional Council membership.

Commissioner McCulloh
stated that she supported the
membership with the Flint Hills
Regional Council.

The Commission authorized
City Administration to finalize
the 2017 membership payment
in the amount of $26,140.50 to
the Flint Hills Regional Council
for the City’s annual member-
ship contribution.

BOARD 

APPOINTMENTS

The Commission approved
the following appointments by
Mayor Reddi to various boards
and committees of the City:

Douglass Center Advisory
Board Appointment of Melodie
Pooler, 130 Longview Drive, to
a three-year At-Large term.
Ms. Pooler’s term begins imme-
diately and will expire October
2, 2019.

Flint Hills Discovery Center
Advisory Board Re-appoint-
ment of Christine Benne, 4420
Leone Terrace, to a three-year
term.   Ms. Benne’s term will
begin February 1, 2017, and
will expire January 31, 2020.

Re-appointment of Rose
Bacon, 1181 Four Mile Road,
to a three-year term.  Ms.
Bacon’s term will begin Febru-
ary 1, 2017, and will expire Jan-
uary 31, 2020. 

Appointment of Vicki Patton
5695 N. W. 50th, to a three-year
term.  Ms. Patton’s term will
begin February 1, 2017, and
will expire January 31, 2020.

Riley County Law Enforce-
ment Board Appointment of
BeEtta Stoney, 805 Gillespie
Drive, to a two-year At-Large
term.  Ms. Stoney’s term begins
immediately, and will expire
December 31, 2018.

Appointment of Mike Dod-
son, 4109 Wellington Drive, to
a two-year City Commissioner
term.  Mr. Dodson’s term be-
gins immediately and will ex-
pire December 31, 2018.

Commissioner Butler re-
quested that re-appointment of
Usha Reddi, 1801 Westbank
Way, to a two-year At-Large
term be moved to the end of the
General Agenda.

Riley County Park Board
Recommendation of Mike

Roediger, 1419 Beechwood
Terrace, to the Riley County
Commission to continue serv-
ing on the Board as the City’s
appointment

Social Services Advisory
Board Appointment of Trevor
Rife, 1700 N. Manhattan Av-
enue, to a three-year term.  Mr.
Rife’s term begins immediately
and will expire June 30, 2019.

Mayor Reddi opened the
public comments.

Hearing no comments,
Mayor Reddi closed the public
comments.

After discussion and com-
ments from the Commission,
Commissioner Morse moved to
approve the consent agenda and
move Item N, 2) b. (Re-ap-
pointment of Usha Reddi, 1801
Westbank Way, to a two-year
At-Large term on the Riley
County Law Board) to the end
of the General Agenda. Com-
missioner McCulloh seconded
the motion. On a roll call vote,
motion carried 5-0, with the ex-
ception of Item L, PAYMENT
– 2017 MEMBERSHIP –
LEAGUE OF KANSAS MU-
NICIPALITIES, and Item M,

PAYMENT – 2017 MEMBER-
SHIP – FLINT HILLS RE-
GIONAL COUNCIL, which
carried 4-1, with Commissioner
Butler voting against both
items.

GENERAL AGENDA

CONCUR/AWARD - K-

18/K-113 DIVERGING DIA-

MOND INTERSECTION

I M P R O V E M E N T S

(ST1214); RESOLUTION

NO. 010317-B – ISSUE -

GENERAL OBLIGATION

BONDS

Brian Johnson, City Engi-
neer, introduced the item and
provided background informa-
tion. He highlighted the author-
ity to award the project, the
scope of the project, the ex-
pected costs, and the renegoti-
ated agreement with the Kansas
Department of Transportation
(KDOT). He then responded to
questions from the Commission
regarding the project costs for
the City and for KDOT. He
stated the City would be re-
sponsible for anything above $3
million.

Jim Jussel, Benesch Engi-
neering, presented information
on the K-18/K-113 Interchange
and the Diverging Diamond In-
terchange (DDI). He also re-
sponded to questions from the
Commission regarding traffic
and construction phasing
planned for the project.

Rob Ott, Director of Public
Works, responded to questions
from the Commission regarding
the history of the intersection,
past experience working with
KDOT on projects, and dis-
cussed the project budget.

Brian Johnson, City Engi-
neer, presented the financial
analysis of the project and in-
formed the Commission that
KDOT is the project manager
and project engineer. He stated
the project is scheduled to be
substantially complete by No-
vember 2017 and final comple-
tion in April 2018. He then
responded to questions from the
Commission regarding the di-
verging diamond interchange in
Junction City and the impor-
tance for proper signage.

Ron Fehr, City Manager, pro-
vided additional information on
the proposed diverging dia-
mond interchange.

After comments and ques-
tions from the Commission,
Brian Johnson, City Engineer,
provided additional information
on the proposed project and
highlighted the sidewalk to be
constructed. He also provided
clarification on the project fi-
nancing and reiterated that this
is a KDOT project.

Rob Ott, Director of Public
Works, responded to questions
from the Commission and iden-
tified maintenance responsibil-
ities that KDOT would be
accountable for. He stated the
City would be responsible for
the maintenance and removal of
snow from the sidewalks.

Ron Fehr, City Manager, and
Brian Johnson, City Engineer,
provided additional information
regarding construction traffic
control and using advanced sig-
nage/message boards for driv-
ers.

Mayor Reddi opened the
public comments.

Hearing no comments,
Mayor Reddi closed the public
comments.

After further discussion and

additional comments from the
Commission, Commissioner
Dodson moved to authorize the
Mayor and City Clerk to exe-
cute the Authority to Award
Contract and Commitment for
the K-18/K-113 Intersection
(ST1214); authorize the match-
ing payment in the amount of
$814,000.00; and approve Res-
olution No. 010317-B authoriz-
ing the construction of the
project and issuing General Ob-
ligation Bonds to pay for the
project. Commissioner McCul-
loh seconded the motion.  On a
roll call vote, motion carried 5-
0.

ITEM REMOVED FROM

CONSENT AGENDA

BOARD APPOINTMENT
This item was removed from

the Consent Agenda at the re-
quest of Commissioner Butler. 

Commissioner Butler ex-
pressed concerns with Commis-
sioners serving on the Riley
County Law Board in At-Large
positions instead of citizens. He
highlighted a local resolution
passed in 2006 and discussed
the intent of the State Statute to
place citizens in these At-Large
positions and not elected offi-
cials. He also voiced concern
with the imbalance of elected
officials and citizens serving on
the Law Board and cited the
number of qualified applicants
received.

Mayor Reddi stated that Cit-
izens At-Large are an important
piece of the Riley County Law
Board and provided additional
information on the appoint-
ments she recommended. She
said the Riley County Police
Department’s (RCPD) budget is
always a huge concern. She
stated that experience matters
and as Commissioners, we are
held accountable for the budget
for RCPD and for the City.

Katie Jackson, City Attorney,
responded to questions from the
Commission and provided clar-
ification on the item and resolu-
tion. She informed the
Commission that the Attorney
General (AG) has stated that the
City Commission or County
Commission could appoint their
own Commission members to
fulfill the Citizen At-Large roles
as long as they met the resi-
dency requirement. She in-
formed the Commission that the
AG opinion is legal guidance
on what the statute says and is
ultimately up to the City Com-
mission if they want to appoint
a Commissioner to fulfill the
At-Large roles or not. She then
responded to questions if the
law could be challenged in a
court of law on the basis of in-
terpretation.

Ron Fehr, City Manager, pro-
vided additional clarification on
the resolution for Commission-
ers serving in a designated
Commissioner slot on the Law
Board.

Commissioner Dodson stated
that in a traditional police de-
partment one would have the
Chief of Police reporting to the
Mayor or City Manager, who
would be managed by the Com-
mission. However, in this situ-
ation you need to have elected
officials serving in a sufficient
capacity in order to do the
things that the boss would nor-
mally do. He said that as City
Commissioners, we are all
elected At-Large and represent
all citizens. He stated that he
did not have a problem with the
way we are organized given the
configuration of the Riley
County Police Department as a
part of the City and County
structure.

Commissioner Morse stated
that she supports the consoli-
dated law enforcement system.
She voiced support for citizens
serving on the Riley County
Law Board and as a Commis-
sioner, have a better under-
standing of the significant
budget implications of the Riley
County Police Department and
impact on the City budget. She
stated that the statute is vague
enough and cannot see this as
an ethical issue. She said the ap-
pointments recommended are
the mayor’s prerogative as long
as they are citizens of the city
for the Law Board.

Commissioner Butler stated
that the intent of the law is the
issue and was convinced the in-
tent was not to have Commis-
sioners fill the At-Large
positions. He said he was
pleased to have one citizen ap-
pointed by the City Commis-
sion and hoped that Riley
County Commission would
also appoint a citizen to the
Law Board.

After discussion and addi-
tional comments from the Com-
mission, Commissioner Butler
moved to approve Item N, 2) b.
(Re-appointment of Usha
Reddi, 1801 Westbank Way, to
a two-year At-Large term. Ms.
Reddi’s term begins immedi-
ately and will expire December
31, 2018). Commissioner Mc-
Culloh seconded the motion.
On a roll call vote, motion car-
ried 4-1, with Commissioner
Butler voting against the item.

ADJOURNMENT
At 8:25 p.m., the Commis-
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School Big 12 Overall 
Kansas 5 - 0 16 - 1 .941

Baylor 4 - 1 16 - 1 .941

West Virginia 4 - 1 15 - 2 .882

TCU 3 - 2 14 - 3 .824

Iowa State 3 - 2 11 - 5 .688

Kansas State 2 - 3 13 - 4 .765

Texas Tech 2 - 3 13 - 4 .765

Oklahoma 1 - 4 7 - 9 .438

Texas 1 - 4 7 - 10 .412

Okla State 0 - 5 10 - 7 .588 

Big 12 Standings
Fri, Nov 11  vs  Western Illinois    W  82-55    1-0 (0-0)
Tue, Nov 15 vs  Omaha W  81-68     2-0 (0-0)
Sun, Nov 20 vs Hampton W 89-67     3-0 (0-0)
Tue, Nov 22 vs Robert Morris       W 61-40      4-0 (0-0)
Fri, Nov 25  vs Boston College*     W 72-54      5-0 (0-0)
Sat, Nov 26  vs  Maryland*             L 69-68       5-1 (0-0)
Wed, Nov 30  vs Green Bay            W 80-61       6-1 (0-0)
Sat, Dec 3   @    Saint Louis           W  84-53      7-1 (0-0)
Tue, Dec 6  vs Prairie View A&M   W 74-55 8-1 (0-0)
Sat, Dec 10  vs Washington State*  W 70-56 9-1
Sat, Dec 17  vs  Colorado State*      W 89-70 10-1 
Wed, Dec 21 vs Gardner-Webb       W 67-54 11-1
Fri, Dec 30  vs  Texas                         W 65-62 12-1
Tue, Jan 3  @  #3 Kansas   L 88 - 90 12-2
Sat, Jan 7  vs    Oklahoma                 W 75 - 64 12-2
Tue, Jan 10  @  Texas Tech            L 65-66 12-3
Sat, Jan 14  vs    #4 Baylor            L 77-68 12-4
Wed, Jan 18   @   Oklahoma State 9:00 PM ET 

Kansas State Schedule
Date Opponent Time/ TV 
11/11/2016 Indiana L 99-103 0-1
11/12/2016 Duke W 77-75 1-1
11/18/2016 Siena W 85-65 2-1
11/21/2016 UAB W 83-63 3-1
11/22/2016 Georgia W 65-54 4-1
11/25/2016 UNC W 95-57 5-1
11/29/2016   Long Beach State W 91-61 6-1
12/3/2016 Stanford W 89-74 7-1
12/6/2016 UMKC W 105-62 8-1
12/10/2016 Nebraska W89-72 9-1
12/17/2016 Davidson W 89-71 10-1
12/22/2016 UNLV W 71-53 11-1
12/30/2016 TCU W 86-80  12-1. 
1/3/2017 Kansas State W 90-88 13-1 
1/7/2017 Texas Tech W85-68 14-1
1/10/2017         Oklahoma W 81-70  15-1
1/14/2017 Okla State W 87-80  16-1

Kansas Schedule

* Wed,  Jan 18 West Virginia Oklahoma Morgantown, WV 6:00 p.m. ESPN2 

* Wed,  Jan 18 Texas Tech TCU Lubbock, Texas 6:30 p.m. FSSW  

* Wed,  Jan 18 Oklahoma State Kansas State Stillwater, Okla. 8:00 p.m. ESPNU 

* Sat,  Jan 21 Oklahoma Iowa State Norman, Okla. 1:00 p.m. ESPN 

* Sat,  Jan 21 Texas Tech Oklahoma State Lubbock, Texas 1:00 p.m. ESPNU 

* Sat,  Jan 21 Kansas Texas Lawrence, Kan. 1:00 p.m. CBS 

* Sat,  Jan 21 Kansas State West Virginia Manhattan, Kan. 5:00 p.m. ESPNU

* Sat,  Jan 21 TCU Baylor Fort Worth, Texas 7:00 p.m. ESPNU 

* Mon,  Jan 23 Oklahoma State TCU Stillwater, Okla. 6:00 p.m. ESPNU

* Mon,  Jan 23 Texas Oklahoma Austin, Texas 8:00 p.m. ESPN

* Tue,  Jan 24 West Virginia Kansas Morgantown, WV 6:00 p.m. ESPN2

* Tue,  Jan 24 Iowa State Kansas State Ames, Iowa 8:00 p.m. ESPNU

* Wed,  Jan 25 Baylor Texas Tech Waco, Texas 7:00 p.m. ESPNEWS 

Date Home Team Away Team Location Time (CT) Media

Big 12 Men Basketball Schedule

Big 12 Basketball Standings and Schedule

No. 2 Kansas tops pesky Oklahoma State 87-80
LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) —

No. 2 Kansas had the perfect
remedy for its slow start: senior
guard Frank Mason III.

Mason had 22 points, five re-
bounds and four assists, and the
Jayhawks held off Oklahoma
State 87-80 on Saturday.

Kansas (16-1, 5-0 Big 12)
rallied for its 16th straight win
and could move into the top
spot when the AP poll comes
out on Monday. No. 1 Baylor
lost 89-68 to West Virginia on
Tuesday.

When the Jayhawks fell be-
hind early on against the Cow-
boys, Mason took over. He
scored in transition. He con-
nected from long range. He
dished the ball around to open
Jayhawks on the floor.

"(Mason's) bulldog mental-
ity, he's getting that thing to the
rim, he's going to make the
stop, he's gonna sit down and
guard," Oklahoma State coach
Brad Underwood said. "He's
gonna do whatever it takes for
that team to win. There's not

many people that have that."

Devonte' Graham scored 21
points for Kansas, and freshman
Josh Jackson added 20 points

and 11 rebounds. Svi Mykhail-
iuk scored 14 points, and Lan-
den Lucas grabbed 12
rebounds.

The Jayhawks grabbed their
first lead when Graham burst
down the lane for a layup with
14:10 left. Graham also had a
key 3-pointer and Mason got

loose in transition to help
Kansas to the tight victory.

Kansas went 5 for 20 from 3-
point range.

"We didn't shoot the ball well
at all today," coach Bill Self
said. "Devonte' made three and
everybody else was pretty
cold."

Jeffrey Carroll scored 23 for
Oklahoma State (10-7, 0-5),
and Mitchell Solomon had 16
points. Jawun Evans finished
with 15 on 6-for-22 shooting.

The Cowboys got off to a
nice start, holding the Jayhawks
to 10 points in the first 12 min-
utes. Oklahoma State ran out to
an 11-point lead over that same
span, aided by early buckets
from Evans and Carroll.

QUOTABLE

"Not one second in my 30
years have I ever thought any
game wasn't winnable," Under-
wood said. "You're damn
straight. I don't care who we
play. I think we got a chance

every single night to fight and
to win. I expected to win
tonight. If for one second I don't
ever do that, Oklahoma State
should quit paying me."

POLL IMPLICATIONS

Kansas looks set to ascend to
No. 1, but Self doesn't care very
much about the rankings right
now.

"I don't know what'll happen,
if we'll be 1, if Villanova'll jump
us or whatever," Self said. "It's
really not a big deal. I'd much
rather be 5-0 in the league than
be No. 1. At least we have that."

BIG PICTURE

Kansas remains the lone un-
defeated team in Big 12 play,
but a difficult stretch is looming
at the end of the month. The
Jayhawks visit West Virginia
and Kentucky and host Baylor
over a span of nine days. If the
Jayhawks want to keep their
hopes alive for their 13th
straight Big 12 title, they'll have
to find a way to give their
starters adequate rest.

Sviatoslav Mykhailiuk (10) gets off a shot.      (Photo by KU Sports Information)
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209 Sarber Ln

“We care about you and your car”

• Tune ups, electrical repairs

• Heater & A/C service

• Computer engine analysis

• Transmission service

• Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Car Clinic, Inc.

539-1040

If you like the Free Press please tell these Advertisers

Fun PageFun Page

Redeye



Manhattan Free Press Thursday, January 19, 2017 1111

With this coupon and one paid admission

two may shoot!
Pistol and Rifle Ranges open 4th thursday - the first and third full

weekends each month,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Fancy Creek State Park, Randolph Kansas

Take a Pal Shooting

FANCY CREEK RANGE
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Optical Perspectives
We’ve MMoved tto oour NNew LLocation

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

TTTaayylloorr ’’ss     FFaammii llyy     HHaaiirr CCaarree

All your Family’s Styling needs 

Booth Rental Available
3tl778855--553399--77775511

Monday  Thru  Saturday

314-C Tuttle Creek Blvd. Manhattan KS

See Faye, Marissa or MarianneSee Faye Taylor or Angela Wilson
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Manhattan, Ks 66502

785-539-7441
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Schram Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc

3100 Anderson Avenue

Manhattan, Ks 66503

Phone (785) 537-0357
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CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP)
_ A judge has ordered federal
regulators to quickly evaluate
how many power plant and coal
mining jobs are lost because of
air pollution regulations.

U.S. District Judge John Pre-
ston Bailey in Wheeling made
the ruling after reviewing a re-
sponse from outgoing U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency
Administrator Gina McCarthy.

McCarthy had responded to
the judge's previous order in a
lawsuit brought against her by
Murray Energy Corp. that the
EPA must start doing an analy-
sis that it hadn't done in
decades.

According to Wednesday's
order, McCarthy asserted it
would take the agency up to
two years to devise a methodol-
ogy to use to try to comply with
the earlier ruling.

``This response is wholly in-
sufficient, unacceptable, and
unnecessary,'' Bailey wrote.

The judge said the EPA is re-
quired by law to analyze the
economic impact on a continu-
ing basis when enforcing the
Clean Air Act and McCarthy's
response ``evidences the con-
tinued hostility on the part of
the EPA to acceptance of the
mission established by Con-
gress.''

Bailey ordered the EPA to
identify facilities harmed by the
regulations during the Obama
presidency by July 1. That in-
cludes identifying facilities at
risk of closure or reductions in
employment.

The EPA had contended that
analyzing job loss won't change
global energy trends.

The judge also set a Dec. 31
deadline for the EPA to provide
documentation on how it is con-
tinuously evaluating the loss
and shifts in employment that
may result from administration
and enforcement of the Clean
Air Act.

The EPA said it was review-
ing the ruling, first reported by
the Wheeling Intelligencer and
News-Register. A Murray En-
ergy spokesman didn't immedi-
ately offer comment.

Murray Energy and other
coal companies have blamed
thousands of layoffs this decade
on President Barack Obama's
anti-global-warming push that
imposes limits on carbon pollu-
tion from coal-fired power
plants. The U.S. Supreme Court
has delayed implementation of
Obama's Clean Power Plan
until legal challenges are re-
solved.

West Virginia's economy is
reliant on coal mining and gets
96 percent of its electricity from
coal-fired plants.

In EPA 
rebuke, judge
orders quick
evaluation 
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